This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at  http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/| 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Diglzed  by  Google 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


IBM 


ASIATIC 
^JVJVU^L    REGISTER, 

For  the  Year  IdOg. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


■  'I  '      '    ■  ■■  ■■ 

p.  Sidocji  Printer*  NortboiDbcrliMi  Sticct,  Straodi  LoMUm.  )Q[e 


THB 

ASIATIC 
'  AJVJVUJ.L  REGISTER, 

OR 

A  VIEW  OF  THE  HISTORY 

OF 

HINDUSTAN, 

AND  •?  TBK 

POUTICS,    COMMERCE,   AND   LITERATURiE 

OF 

ASIA, 

Vol.   XI.— For  the  Tear  1809. 
BY  E.  SAMUEL. 


LONDON: 

FtlNTEO  FOR  T.  CAOELL  AMD  W.  OATIBS,  (BOOKSBLLSM  TO  TBB 
ASIATIC  society)  IN  THB  tTRANO ;  AMD  BLACK,  FABBT,  AMD 
KIHCSBPRY,  (booksellers  TO  THB  HONOURABLB  THB  BA8TMNDIA 
COMrANT)    IM  LBADBNBALL-ITRBBT. 


1811. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PREFACE. 


The  proprietors  are  afraid  that,  in  their  wish  to  rielievc 
the  anxiety  of  some,  and  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of 
other  readers,  by  the  early  publication  of  the  eleventh 
volume  of  the  Asiatic  Register,  they  send  it  forth  to 
the  public  in  an  imperfect  form,  and  under  other  disad- 
vantages, which  more  time  and  leisure  might  have 
enabled  them  to  avoid.  But  their  first  endeavour  is  to 
bring  up  a  long  arrear  of  historical  matter,  in  as  speqdy 
a  manner  as  may  be,  so  as  to  permit  their  publication 
to  keep,  pace  with  the  public  interest,  which  jhas  been 
excited,  in  a  very  unusual  degree,  by  late  occurrences 
at  the  several  Indian  presidencies.  In  promoting  one 
desirable  object,  they  are  aware  that  they  may  have 
failed  in  another. 

The  volume  for  1809,  now  published,  presents  the 
first  detailed  and  connected  view  of  the  events  of  a 
year,  as  interesting  as  in  any  like  period  of  Indian  his- 
tory. These  events  are  substantially  described  in  the 
Chronicle,  and  under  the  dates  and  places  of  occur- 
rence, and  are  more  particularly  explained  by  official 
documents,  and  correspondence,   in  an  ample  series  of 
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State  Papers.  To  assist  the  reader  further,  in  the  com- 
prehension of  certain  circumstances,  not  adequately 
described  or  treated  in  the  Indian  accounts^  some 
chapters  are  prefixed  to  the  Chronicle,  partaking  of  the 
character  of  an  historical,  or  more  methodized  narra- 
tive, and  indulging,  perhaps,  morp  than  is  strictly  allow- 
able in  such  a  province,  in  animadversions  on  the  trans** 
actions  in  detail.  This  latter  is  the  only  new  feature  in 
the  present  volume,  as  premised,  and,  indeed,  promised, 
in  the  prefatory  observations  to  the  last. 

The  volume  for  1810-11,  for  it  will  be  more  conve- 
nient and  useful  to  enlarge,  in  future,  the  scope  of  the 
publication,  by  including  a  blended  period  of  two  years, 
will  be  published,  it  is  hoped,  at  the  commencement  of 
1812,  continuing  the  account  of  current  events  to  the 
latest  possible  date. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

PreCMory  obseivationt— general  predilectioo  for  military  achievetnentfOTer  civil  arrange* 
menu  and  details — brief  comparison  of  tbc  present,  with  antecedent  enterprises,  leadme 
to  ibe  establishment  of  the  British  influence  in  India— <hc  recent  expeditious  horn  Bcngi 
and  Bombay  do  not  partake  of  the  feature  of  regular  war — from  the  firM  presidency  a  large 
military  force  is  sent  against  Lutchmun  Dowab,  the  chief  of  Adjyghur,  under  tKe  command 
of  lieutenant-Colonel  Manindcll,  who  attacks  and  carries  the  fortified  hiii  ofRegowley — 
vAjedco  Purshaud  among  the  number  of  the  enemy's  killed,  with  tw»*.nw  inferior  Sfdais— ' 
three  of  the  gates  of  Adiyghur  laid  in  ruins — Lutchmun  Dowab  professes  a  readiness  to 
capitulate  on  terms,  which  are  granted— description  and  history  of  tne  fort  of  Adjyghur— 
tr^ical  event,  which  occurred  a  short  time  subsequent  to  tbc  surrender  of  the  Furl-— 
Lutchmun  Dowah  wiihdraws  himself  privately  from  the  fort — alhhc  women  and  chiloren 
of  his  family  put  to  deaib,  under  ap  erroneous  impression,  by  a  relation  of  that  chief — 
Expedition  nited  out  against  Runjeit  Singh,  under  the  comm:ind  of  general  St,  Lfg^r— 
peace  concluded  with  that  chieftain  without  any  act  of  hostiiity^Kicrr  aiidFrride  Koti, 
surrendered — free  passage  for  merchandize  and  other  advantages,  grantc  i  to  the  Ea;t  India 
company — an  unfortunate  dispute  arises  between  the  escort  of  th^.  British  ne{io*ntor,  Mr. 
Metcalfe,  and  tbc  Seiks,  and  occasions  the  loss  of  several  lives--*but  does  not  affect  the  ami- 
cable arrangements  just  concluded— a  tebel  force  dislodf^ed  (com  the  fortrrst  of  Bbowaonie— ^ 
apprehensions  entertained  of  the  movements  of  Dowlot  Rao  Scindia — intelligence  iteceiv- 
ed  !•  Calcutta,  of  a  revolt  in  the  Madras  army— notification  of  the  governor-general  of  hia 
intention  to  proceed  to  that  presidency— return  of  the  expedition  from  Macao  to  Cafcuua — 
embassy  sent  tu  .Cabul-^ita  progress — and  ^vourable  tecepiioo  by  the  king  atPeshour— 
received  and  enteiuined  on  its  return  to  the  company's  provinces.hy  Runjeii  Singh — address 
of  lord  Minto,  on  the  examination  of  the  itudenu  at  the  college  of  Fort  William- 
introduction  of  vaccination  an)ong  the  Seiks— the  arrival  and  presentation  of  Aetocke> 
princess  of  New  Zealand,  to  the  governor-general  at  Calcutta— expedition  from  Bombay 
against  the  pirates  in  the  rersian  gulf,  un4er  ItcutenaQi-colonel  WalKc — barbarity  of  those 
marauders  to  the  crew  of  the  Minerva^ — assault  of  the  town  of  Mailra. — carried  af'  .4  three 
quarters  of  an  hour's  resistance — guns  broughi  fbrvrard  to  attack  the  fortress  in  the  moro- 
ing— the  enemy  evacuate  the  place  during  the  night — second  expedition  jnto  the  gulf, 
commanded  by  colonel  Smith,  of  the  army,  sod  captain  W^inwrii^hi  of  the  navy — impedi- 
ments encountered  on  the  voyage — arrive  at  lengtn  at  Rus  ul  Kimor — destroy  the  town, 
arsenal  of  stores,  and  the  shipping  of  the  pirates— proceed  and  accomplish  ihedestmc* 
tion  of  all  the  miix>r  piratical  settlements  on  the  ihotcs  of  the  guU — ."Xpedition  s^ils  from 
Bombay  to  the  i&le  of  Roduguez — .-stablishes  itself  there,  and  afterwards,  aided  Sy  two  of 
bis  majesty's  ships,  makes  a  st^ccessful  descent  on  the  isle-of  Buurbon — seizes  the  batteries, 
anddefenccs,  with  an  enemy's  frigate  the  Caroline,  arid  ultimately  ratakes  two  Indiamen, 
with  a  part  of  their  valuable  cargoes — troops  afterwards  re-embarked,  but  re-landed  on  a  de- 
momtration  of  an  attack  by  a  new  body  of  tbc  enemy— the  public  works  destroyed,  and  stores 
quietly  removed  under  a  capirulatjon  to  that  effect— expedition  returns  to  Rodriguez— <ap^ 
ture  of  the  Indiamen  Stre^rhani,  Europe,  Charlton,  and  United  Kingdom — Asia  founders  m 
the  Kooghley — loss  of  the  Axdaseer  by  fire — numerous  captures  by  the  pirates,  and  by  the 
enemy  in  the  Persian  gulf^some  particulars  attending  tbc  capture  of  the  Indiamen— con- 
clusion of  the  deuil  of  occurrences  in  Bengal  and  Bombay.  % 


pHAPt^R  II.    » 

AccouNTof  the  progress  of  Sir  C/H.  Barlow  in  the  East  India  company's  service- 
appointed  chief  secretary  to  the  supreme  government— nominated  by  the  raarquis  of  Wei- 
Jesley  a  member  of  council— created  a  baronet — succeeds,  on  the  fleath  of  the  marquis 
Comwallis,  as  governor-'general  of  India — struggU  of  the  court  of  djrectors,  with  the 
a4liuiiiftiatton  of  Mr.  Fox  and  lord  ^renville,  to  retain  bim  ia  that  office— the  uomioation 
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,  of  lord  Lauderdale  oppoted^and  lord  Minco  ultimately  appointed,  on  a  compromite  oa 
behalf  of  Sir  G.  H.  Barlow^who  is  named  to  the  government  of  Fort  St  Georfre— r^ceiTtt  / 
the  order  of  knie^hthood  of  the  Bath — proceeds  to  Madras,  and  supersedes  Mr  Petrie— 
Sir  O.  H.  Barlow  proposes  the  abolition  of  thV  tent  contract — short  account  of  that  omu 
tract — colonel  Capper,  the  adjutaiit-|^neral.  ordered  to  notify  the  abolition  ^o  the  army—* 
Kis  representation  thereon- hesitation  of  the  governor  to  carry  it  into  eflPea — coonel 
Capper  suggests  a  meliorated  plan,  which  is  not  received— contract  ordered  to  be  abo- 
lished -supposed  mismanagement  in  the  grain  department  detected-  Mr.  Sherson  th* 
gentleman  in  charge  suspended  from  his  office  without  »u y-))reviout  inquiry— the  accounts 
of  the  grain  department  afterwar  Issubmittei^  to  the  civil  auditor,  who  reports  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Snerson — the  report  of  the  auditor  sent  back  for  revision — returned  to  the  govern* 
ment  unaltered — reganle<1  as  a  species  of  contumacy — Vr.C.  'miih,theatiditor.  removed 
in  consequence  from  his  office  *nd  appointed  a  ju-i^c  in  one  of  the  northern  provinces- 
resigns  the  office,  an!  proceeds  to  bnj;laod — M  .  Snerson  suspended  the  service — Sir  0« 
H  Barlow  becomes  generally  unpopu  jt^~Iight  of  k  8p<fnsion  incidentally  considered-— 
Governor  interferes  in  criminal  prosecutiouH  gruwiug  out  of  the  inquiiy  into  the  nabob  of 
Arcot'sd^bts—informat ion  preferred  against  Ready  Row  to  IVir.  Maitland  )UsJceof  the 
peace,  for  forgery —  he  is  in  cousequence  apprehended — bill  of  indictmci.r  found  by  thm 
grand  jury — he  is  trie^t  and  convicted — Batley.  a  witness  on  the  beh»lto(  Reddy  Kow^ 
tried  and  convicte<I  of  perjury — a  subsequent  bill  found  against  both  parties  fr  rconspirai^ 
cy,  on  which  they  are  aso  found  guilty  the  defend  .nt»  supported  in  both  criminal  pro- 
ceedings, on  the  application  of  the  commissioners  for  investigating  the  uab<»b\  debts,  by  the 
company*f  advocate-general  and  solicitor— Mr.  Roebuck,  one  o/ the  prohccutorson  these 
trials,  removed  from  his  office  of  mint-master  and  pay  master -general — Mr  Maitland't 
<  name  struck  out  from  the  list  of  justices — Messrs.  Grant  and  Strachey»  of  the  grand  jury, 
and  Messrs.  Oliver  andKeene,  of  the  petty  jury,  with  Mr.  Wood,  summarily  removed 
from  their  offices— Mr.  Justice-  Sulivan*s  opinion  on  these  proceedings — the  quarter* 
master  gtnerars  report,  in  respect  to  the  aboliti  n  of  the  tent  contract,  discovered  and 
▼iewed  in<  an  adverse  light  by  commanding  officers  of  corps— ^charges  preferred  against 
the  framer  of  it —the  quarter-master^eneral  is  placed  under  a)*restl>y  general  M1>owall 
•—released  by  the  governnent — arguments  referable  to  the  charge— the  commander-iii* 
chiefs  p  '  test  against  the  release  of  lieutenant  colonel  Munro — publishes  a  fiu-ewell  ad* 
dress  to  the  armv — also  a  reprimand  on  the  quarter- master-general— the  commander* 
in-chief,  and  major  Boles,  the  deputy  a.ijutant-gen.  suspended  in  consequence  of  such 
order — general  M'Dowairs  departure  from  Madras — a  jutant •general  also  suspended 
for  the-  like  cause — ^brief  examination  of  Sir  G.  H.  Bariow*t  general  policy— hoatilitiet 
threatened  from  Tranvancore \ 10 


CHAPTER  IIL  ' 

Description  ofthe  alliance  between  the  king  of  Travancore  and  the  East  India  company,— first, 
without  any  specific  engagemcnt—imasion  of  the  lines  of  Travancore  the  cause  of  the  first 
war  with  Tippoo  Sultaun — treaties  since  executed  between  the  £ast  India  icompany  and 
the  rajah,  but  not  published — by  first  treaty,  executed  in  the  time  of  lord  Welleslcyt 
the  rajah  agreed  to  maintain  a  subsidiary  force  of  two  battalions,  afterwards  of  three» 
with  a  corps  of  artillery — parr  of  the  subsidy  to  be  paid  in  pepper— fall  of  the  price  of  that 
MUc\e — Subsidy  demanded  in  money— supposed  to  have  produced  a  misunderstanding 
4>etween  the  two  governments — an  undisguised  ill-will  created  between  the  British  resident 
and  dewan ;  each  striving  to  work  the  removal  of  the  other-— obstacles  existing  in  the  way 
of  the  removal  of  the  dcwao,  not  applicable  to  the  resident— similar  minister  removed  at  tho 
Mahratia  court,  exactly  on  the  same  ground— another  rcsidem  said  to  have  been  nominated 
to  succeed  colonel  M*Cdullcy — colonel  M'Caulley  insuucied  to  insist  on  the  rempval  of 
the  dewan — an  indelicate  task — L^gc  body  of  troops  detached  from  Trichinopoly,  under 
colonel  Macleod>  in  the  month  of  December,  towards  Travancore— ordered  to  halt,  after 
it  had  proceeded  several  days  on  its  march — colonel  Forbes  ordered  to  proceed,  in  a  like 
direction,  with  a  king's  legiment  and  two  .battalions  of  vSepoya — his  march  al:>o  counter^* 
manded,  by  an  alleged  stratagem  of  the  dewan,  who  pretends  an  inclination  to  retire^ 
and  requests  an  escort  of  the  British  resident  to  favour  his  design,  which  is  granted—^ 
on  the  night  of  receiving  the  escort,  an  armed  force  is  sent  by  the  dewan,  to  surround  the 
house  of  the  resident,  which  is  without  a  guard — the  troops,  surrounding  the  house, 
fire  at  the  casement  where  the  resident  stands,  who  miraculously  escapes — colonel 
M'Caulley  is  "bent  on  ru'^hing  out  with  his  sword  in  hand,  when  prevented  by  a  domestic, 
who  suggest  the  means  of  escape,  which  is  fortunately  embraced — the  resident  and  Krvant 
hide  themselves  within  a  secret  jcccss,  just  as  an  armed  party  ctrer — they  search  the  house 
without  discovering  the  retreat — at  break  of  day,  a  visscl,  under  Eng'ish  colours,  with 
troops  on  boards  it  discovered  entering  a  beighbouring  port>  whic^  ii^dg^es^ihe  party  to  reucat ; 
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wbcB  the  rettilent  effects  his  escape  to  a  ship,  and  writes  to  his  government  an  account 
of  the  treacherous  proceeding — this  happens  jiist  at  the  conclusion  of  Decemher— > 
armed  force  assembled^  at  the  dewan's  nouset  at  Qut1on---prudential  conduct  of  coloneL 
Cop^l^e  in  detaching  troops»  the  18th  regiment  and  a  Native  battalion,  to  the  relief  of  the 
,iabiidiary  force— one  of  the  vessels,  on  which  a  prt  di  this  force  was  embarked,  obliged 
to  put  into  Altpee  through  distress  of  weather*  and  want  of  necessaries — thirty-three  soldiers 
and  a  medical  officer  treacherously  beiraved  on  shore,  ani  barbarously  murdered — orders 
gifcn  bjr  colonel  Chalmers  to  captain  Claf^htm,  to  prqdced  with  five  companies  of  the 
41b  Native  regiment  and  a  gun,  to  take  post  near  the  dcwan's  house — the  height  to  which 
aptaio  Clapham  was  directed,  was  already  partially  possessed  by  an  adverse  party  of  men— 
a  body  of  armed  Nairs  appear  in  front  of  the  Qritish  detachment — are  cnallengcd-^ 
and  retiising  10  hah  when  required,  are  fired  on  by  the  British  partv,which  is  returned  by  the 
Tnrancore  iroons ;  one  Sepoy  killed,  and  a  Natrve  officer  wounded — a  more  general  attack 
couies,  when  the  Nairs  are  repulsed  with  slaughter — on  the  31st  of  December,  major 
Hamilton  sent  to  seiz«  the  ordnaiice  at,the  dewan's  house,  which  be  captures  without  loss— 
tbe  guoi,  though  ordinarily  used  in  firing  salutes*  are  found  to  be  double-shotted--^major  H* 
i&envards  ordered  to  oppose  the  passage  of  troops  at  the  bar  of  Anjuvicha,  which  service 
be  effectually  adiieves ;  and  tbe  ei}cmy  driven  back  with  great  loss — the  enemy  attempts  to 
rally,  and  is  again  driven  back — major  Hamilton  recalled,  to  prevent  his  being  attacked  frodi 
die  r^r-^froro  the  report  of  the  appearance  of  vast  numbers  of  the  enemy,  col.Chalmers  takes 
poit  for  anight  at  the  fort  of  Quilon— moves  out  again  to  the  cantonment  in  tbe  morning— • 
receives  a  reinforcement  some  days  afterwards,  of  his  majesty's  12th  regiment,  commanded 
by  colonel  Picton— on  the  i,5ih  of  January  the  enemy  attacks  colonel  Chalmers,  and  is' 
every  where  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  ;roo  men  in  the  field  of  banle,  and  of  ten  pieces 
of  ortSoaoce — the  enemy  takes  up  a  position  in  front  of  colonel  Chalmers's  encampment ; 
and  detaches  a  large  body  against  Cochii>,  which  is  most  gallantly  resisted  and  defeated  by 
major  Hewin — thanks  c^  tbe  government  given  to  colonel  Chalmers  and'  major  Hewitt, 
and  the  officers  and  troops  serving  under  them — ^The  troops,  before  ordered  to  march  from 
Trichinopoly  and  Seringapatam,  again  directed  to  proceed— 4he  detachment  from  the  latter 
place  reach  coIoikI  Cuppage,  who  penetrates  the  frontier  on  the  side  of  Malabar— account 
of  the  first  movement  of  the  force  under  licut.  colonel  M'Leod,  and  afterwarcb  of  colonel 
Sc  Leger  from  Trichinopoly,  on  the  fioth  of  January— reached  Palamcottah  the  3i8t— 
coloneT  St.  Leger  arrived  off  the  Arambooly  tines,  the  6th  of  Fcbruaiy— causes  of  the 
war  now  proclaimed  in  a  manifesto — ordered  to  be  ci'Culated  in  Travaocore,  and  toe 
adjoining  districts— seems  a  direct  declaration  against  the  dewan— observations  on  the 
maoifestO'— the  lines  reconnoitred  on  the  siitih  and  subseauent  days,  and  stormed  andcai^ 
ried  on  the  10th  of  February — description  of  the  Arambooly  lines— thanks  of  the  government 
letiimed  to  colonel  St.  Leger,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  detachment— the  Aram* 
booly  gate  fortified  and  garrisoned — numbers  of  the  inhabitants  flock  to  the  British  camp» 
uader  the  terms  of  the  prrtclamation — the  collector  of  Tinnevelly  proposes  to  introduce 
the  company's  civil  regulations  iiito  the  conquered  district ;  but  i^preveoted  hy  colonel 
St.  Lege!-,  who  takes  the  responsibility  of  the  act  on  himself— this  detachment  oeing  re- 
inforced from  Ceylon,  proceeds  towards  Cotar  and  Nagrecoil — dispositions  made  by 
colooel  St.  Leger  for  the  atuck  00  these  villages — assault'  and  defeat  of  the  enemy—- 
balu  tbe  detachment  for  one  day-r-on  the  19th  of  February,  proceeds  to  Oodagherry 
sod  P^naveram,  which  are  surrendered  witmMit  a  shot— 160  pieces  of  cannon,  with  ft 
large  quantitv  of  ammunition,  found  St  Oodagherry — colonel  St.  Leger  receives  a  second 
vote  of  thanks  from  the  government— after  the  possession  of  the  last^mentiohed  places, 
colooel  St.  Leger  receives  various  overtures  for  peace— these  are  referred  to  the  resident— 
in  tbe  mean  time  he  consenu  to  observe  a  neutfal  conduct— colonel  St.  Leger  induced  t» 
keep  his  position  from  the  nature  of  intelligence  received  from  colonel  Chalmers — after- 
vanls  encamps  between  Oodagherry  and  C^lacbee,  a  sea-port  on  the  coast;  wheiice  he 
leods  succours  to  colonel  Chalmers — strengthens  the  defence  of  Calachee— description  of 
tbe  country  lying  between  colonel  St.  Leger*s  camp  and  Quilon— colonel  St.  Leger  receives 
imeUigrDce  of  the  demolition  of  the  Southern  lines  by  captain  Towtishend — afterwards 
feceives  orders  to  recommence  hostilities,  unless  the  king  should  give  uphis  minister 
vithio  a  given  time — colonel  St.  Leger  marches  with  his  detachment  towards  TrevandruiD» 
00  tlie  fiyth*— information  obtained,  that  the  dewan  had  fled  inio  the  jungles  on  the  north- 
vessem  part  of  Travaocore — 00  the  a8th,  cok>nel  St.  Leger  moves  wiih  the  flank  com- 
paraea  and  cavalry,  within  three  miles  of  the  palace  of  Trcvandrutn,  and  is  joined  by  the 
remainder  of  his  force  on  the  next  morning— ^bort  review  of  the  further  operations  of  the 
sobdciiary  force  at  Quilon — the  eiiemy  makes  a  second  attack  on  these  lines,  on  the  31st  of 
Jamtvy  ;  and  is  again  repulsed  with  slaughter— colonel  Chalmers,  in  his  turn,  attacks  the  . 
eoemy's  lines,  on  the  8 1st  of  Febriiary-^estrcws  their  batteries,  and  takes  seven  pieces  of ' 
Ofdnaiice — enemy  is  dispersed  in  this  quarter  of  Travancore— this  force  afterwards  proceeds 
10  within  twelve  miles  of  the  enemy's  capital,  there  ordered  to  halt  until  the  conclusioii 
of  the  treaty — proclamation,  and  reward  offered  for  the  appiehciision  of  the  dc wan- 
he  kilb  himself  with  his  own  hand^is  brought  to  Tcevaodrum — t  xposed  on  a  gibbet— 
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^^  of  Sir  George  Barlow  not  altered  in  the  interval,  Or  by  the  eveoti  of  the  war-— dL 
anectioQ  most  prevalent  in  Travancore— cxamtnttion  of  the  cauiei  of  discontent,  artd  61 
patches  of  govemiDent  in  relation  to  it— ex(>bnation  given  to  the  army  on  the  6th  of  Ft 
bniary— orders  of  that  date  examined— abortive  attempt  at  private  conciliation  with  marj< 
Boles — lictttenant-colonel  Martin  detained,  in  India— loses  nu  passage-— allowed  to  embar 
on  a  succeeding  shi|>— major  Boles  not  permitted  to  proceed  to  England— -ships  sail— pei 
mission  granted  to  bim— secretary  of  Military  Board  suddenly  removed — Sir  GeorK  Bai 
low*s  private  invitations  generally  reftised — removal  of  officers  on  that  accoont— tavoui 
tble  reports  made  by  Sir  George  Barlow  to  Lord  Minto,  who  inclines  in  consequence  t 
the  subordinate  government — on  the  soth  of  February  his  lordship  approves  of  the  releas 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Munro,  and  suspension  of  general  Mac  Dowall— silence  as  to  majc 
Boles — memorial  to  the  governor-general  prepared,  but  abandoned — address  to  majc 
Boles— these  acts  resented,  and  made  the  grounds  of  the  order  of  the  1st  of  May,  suspend 
in^  numerous  officers,  and  removing  many  others  from  their  commands  and  staff' offices— 
this  order  considered— orders  of  the  and  of  May,  directing  several  other  removals  on  sum 
ittary  grounds — resentment  shewn  bv  the  Hydrabad  subsidiary  force,  of  the  complimen 
paia^to  it, in  the  order  of  the  in  o^  May— declaration  of  that  force — general  irritation  c 
the  army  acknowledged  by  Sir  George  Barlow,  who  solicits  the  interposition  of  thceovei 
nor-general  to  allay  it,  which  producr;^  the  letter  of  the  27th  of  May,  approving  ail  thi 
foregoing  Measures  of  Sir  George  B'jrlow,and  vindicating  the  reasons  of  them— ordered  u 
be  printw— the  grounds  of  the  vindication  examined — the  impression  of  this  letter  on  thi 
army  and  the  government — general  combination  at  the  different  stations  of  the  army-— tb 
honourable  colonel  Sentlcger,  major  Boles,  and  captain  Marshail,  ordered  toembaric,  at  1 
few  hours  notice,  for  Calcutta— removal  of  officers  at  Masulipaiam  from  the  staff— others 
with  detachments  from  the  European  rcgimcnti,  ordered  to  serve  as  marines  on  board  th< 
fleet— regular  committees  formed  here,  and  at  other  places — iindis^ised  revolt  of  the  o^ 
cers at  Hydrabad,  Ma^ulipatam,  Seringapatam,  and  other  stations— the  Native  troops  00 
acquainted  wiih  the  existence  or  cause  oi  the  revolt — colonel  Malcolm  sent  by  Sir  Georw 
Barlow  to  MasuUpaum — fails  in  his  negotiation— colonel  CloK  fails  in  a  like  nianncr  at  1^ 
drsbad — lord  Minto  hearsof  the  revolt  of  the  garrisori  of  Masulipatam.  on  the  loth  of  July- 
resolves  on  proceedicg  to  the  coast — on  the  soth,  publishes  an  order  to  the  Bengal  arxny-j 
leaves  Calcutta  the 5th  of  Auyufi — ^attempts  of  Sir  George  Barlow  to  procure  addresses*^ 
suggests  a  test  to  the  officers  of  the  company's  service— generally 'refused — officers  rernovJ 
from  their  employments— rcplsced  by  the  king's  officers  civil  and  roiliiary— ^measures  m 
vised  for  subduing  the  revolt — the  latter  not  generally  carried  into  effect — attack  on  tfl 
Chittledroog  battalions — operation  of  lord  Minto's  order  of  the  ftoih  of  July — submission  J 
the  Hydrabad  subsidiary  force,  and  of  the  troops  genera  I  ly—dimnesty  granted  by  general  Pad 
to  the  garrison  of  Masulipatam — lord  Minto  arrives  at  Madras  on  the  loth  of  September^ 
developes  the  policy  which  he  means  to  adopv — ()ublishcs,  on  the  25th  of  Septcmbcr»  U 
amnesty  to  the  army,  Snd  announces  the  cases,  21  in  numb'.;r,  excepted  out  of  it — examiiM 
tion  of  the  order  m  the  «5th  of  September— court-martial  appointed  to  a^s'^mblr.  at  Haj 
galore — defence  of  the  panics  involving  the  character  of  the  gcvcrnmenr*— hcLurunt-coy 
nclj.  Belland  majoi  J.  Story,  caihieredby  the  sentence  ot  the  court-^naiiial — licuti 
nant^oloncl  Doveton  acquit  ted — sentences  set^i  back  foi  revision— acccmpinica  by  a  Ictei 
from  the  Judge-Advocate — the  cotut  adheres  to  its  Brst  opinion^-rb:»crvatioas  on  the  pn 
ceding  act>'-<ooclusion.        •••        ^ 
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CHAPTER  L 

Prcfatoiy  obtervationt— general  predilection  for  military  achievements  over* Civil  arrange- 
meoct  and  details— bricF  cotnpariion  of  the  present,  with  antecedent  enterprises,  leading 
to  the  establishment  of  the  Biitish  influence  in  India — the  recent  expeditions  from  Bengal 
and  Bombay  do  not  partake  of  the  feature  of  regular  war^rom  the  first  presidency  a  large 
military  force  is  sent  a)>ainst  Lutchmun  Dowah,  the  chief  of  Adjyghur,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Maftindell,  who  attacks  and  carries  the  fortified  hill  of  Regowley— 
Ajedeo  Purshaud  among  the  number  of  the  enemy's  killed,  with  twenty  inferior  Sirdars— 
Three  of  the  gates  of  Adjv^ghur  laid  in  ruins— Lutchmun  Dowah  professes  a  readiness  to 
capimlate  on  terms,  which  are  granted — description  and  history  of  the  fort  of  Adjyghur— 
Tragical  cvetft,  which  occurred  a  short  time  subsequent  to  the  surrender  of  the  Fort.— 
Lutchmun  Dowah  witbdraws  hjmself  privately  from  the  fort— -all  the  women  and  childrea 
of  his  family  put  to  death,  under  an  erroneous  impression,  by  a  relation  of  that  chief- 
Expedition  fitted  out  against  Runjeit  Singh,  under  the  command  of  general  St.  Lrgcr— 
peace  coocluded  with  that  chieftain  without  any  act  of  hostility^Keirc  and  Fcridc  Koil, 
surrendered— free  passage  for  merchandize  and  other  advantages,  granted  to  the  East  Ii>dia 
company— an  unfortunate  dispute  arises  between  the  escon  of  the  British  neginiaior,  Mr. 
Metcalfcf  and  the  Seiks,  and  occasions  the  loss  of  sevecel  lives— but  does  not  affect  the  ami- 
cable arrangement  just  concluded— a  rebel  force  dislodged  from  the  fortress  of  Bbowannie 
—apprehensions  entertained  of  the  movements  of  Dowlui  Rao  Scindea—inielligencc  recei- 
ved in  Calcutta  of  arevoFt  in  the  Madras  army — notification  oftbegovcrnor-generalof  his 
intention  to  proceed  to  that  presidency-^rcturn  of  the  expedition  from  Macao  to  C<)lcuita 
—Embassy  sent  to  Cabul—  its  progress — and  favourable  reception  by  the  king  at  Pt-shour— * 
Received  and  entertained  on  its  return  to  the  company's  provinces  by  Runjeit  Singh— address 
of  lord  Minto,  on  the  examination  of  the  students  at  the  college  of  fort  William- 
introduction  of  vaccination  amorrg  the  Sciks — ihe  arrival  and  presciiuiion  of  Aetocke, 
princess  of  New  Zealand,  totho  governor-geoeial  at  Calcutta— Expedition  from  Bombay 
against  the  pirates  in  (be  Pt?rsian  gulf,  under  licutcnani-colotjc!  Walker— barbarity  of  those 
marauders  to  the  crew  of  the  Minerva— assiiu It  of  the  town  of  M^Uia — carried  after  three 
quaners  of  an  hour's  reastance — guns  brought  fo'*vard  to  attack  the  foritess  in  the  morn" 
ing— the  enemy  evacuate  the  place  during  the  night — second  expedition  into  the  gulf, 
commanded  by  colonel  Smith,  of  the  army,  and  captain  Wainwrlghi  of  the  navy-i— impedi- 
mcou  eiKOuntered  on  the  voyage— arrive  at  length  at  Rus  ul  Kimor — destroy  the  town, 
aiicoal  of  stores,  and  the  shipping  of  the  pirates — proceed  and  accomplish  the  dc&trilc- 
tioo  of  all  the  minor  piratical  sctilemeiiis  on  the  shores  of  the  gulf — expedition  sails  from 
Bombay  to  the  isle  of  Rodriguez — establishes  itself  there,  and  afterwards,  aided  by  two  of 
bis  majesty's  ships,  makes  a  successful  descent  on  the  isle  of  Bourboo— seizes  the  bitteriei 
Vol.   IK  *B 
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and  defiences,  with  id  enemy's  frigate,  the  Caroline,  and  ultimately  retakes  two  Indianen, 
with  a  part  of  their  valuable  cargoes — troops  afterwards  re*embarked,  but  relaoded  on  a  de- 
monstration of  an  attack  by  a  n^w  body  of  the  enemy — rhe  public  works  destroyed,  and  stores 
quietly  removed  under  a  capitulation  to  that  eflFcct — expedition  returns  to  Rodriguez— cap- 
ture of  the  Indianen  Streatham,  Europe,  Charlton,  and  United  Kingdomr*- Asia  founders  ia 
the  Kooghlcy— loss  of  the  Ardaseer  by  fire— numerous  captures  by  the  pirates  and  by  the 
enemy  in  the  Persian  gulf — some  particulars  attending  the  capture  of  the  Indiamen— con* 
elusion  of  the  detail  of  occurrences  in  Bengal  and  Bombay. 


In  the  year,  now  coming  under  re- 
view, the  public  were  taught,  by  official 
proii.ises  and  prognostications,  in  every 
possible  form,  to  anticipate  a  period  of 
profound  peace  ;  while  they,  more  im- 
mediately interested  in  the  welfare  of 
British  India,  had  reason  to  expect 
some  remission  of  expense,  and  a  sea- 
sonable recruit  of  the  exhausted  fi- 
nances of  an  almost  inexhaustible  do- 
minion. But  there  is  a  feverish  con- 
dition of  things,  not  absolutely  partak- 
ing of  the  character  of  war,  that  may 
involve  and  waste  the  resources  of  a 
"State  as  effectually  as  that  determined 
and  positive  evil,  and  without  any  of 
those  brilliant  events,  that  reconcile  it 
to  individual  ambition  or  national 
pride.  Such  may  not  improperly  be 
considered  that  srate,  in  whfch  our 
eastern  possessions  recently  stood. 

In  selecting  tlie  events  worthy  of 
historical  notice,  which  have  occurred 
during  the  period  comprised  in  this 
volume,  the  attention  is  first  attracted 
by  military  transactions.  '  The  work 
of  destruction  has,  by  a  strange  per- 
VQTseness,  so  long  occupied  the  first 
place  in  human  estimation,  that  pre- 
cedence is  granted  to  it  as  a  matter 
almost  of  course.  But  how  different 
the  military  transactions  of  the  pre- 
sent times,  when  compared  with  the 
wars  of  former,  but  not  distant  periods, 
in  which  we  contended  at  once  for 
empire  and  for  existence. 

The  enterprizes  and  actions  of  the 
present  time  appear  much  of  -the 
same  description  as  those  of  the  early 
times  of  our  Indian  achievements,  but 
far  different  in  their  circumstances  and 
magnitude.  In  those  times,  with 
forcet  few  in  number,  but  generally 
coniprizing  the  whole  or  the  greater 
part  of  our  military  power,  we  fought 
in  stations  not  distant  from  the  coast. 


ter  and  in  its  consequences,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  precarious  footing 
from  which  the  present  vast  territory, 
population,  revenue,  and  trade,  have 
been  tiltimately  attained.  Now  we 
fight  far  in  the  interior,  at  stations  to 
which  the  founders  of  our  original  set- 
tlement never  thought  of  penetrating, 
even  in  commercial  expeditions,  to  re- 
press the  insurrections  of  subjuga- 
ted Chieftains,  or  repel  the  incursions 
of  predatory  borderers  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  vast  peninsula,  the  whole 
of  which  recognizes  our  sway,  either 
in  direct  sovereignty,  or  under  the 
qualified  form  of  protecting  alliance. 

Thus  the  importance,  perhaps,  of  the 
military  operations  which  are  about  to 
be  related,  should  not  be  estimated  by 
the  numerical  amount  of  the  forces  en- 
gaged, nor  by  the  extent  of  territory 
actually  acquired  :  but  by  the  dangers 
which  would  have  resulted  to  the  Bri- 
tish dominions  in  India  if  these  last 
struggles  of  indigenous  hostility  had 
not  been  successfully  resisted. 

Such  are  the  reflections  that  most 
promptly  present  themselves  on  such 
comparison  of  the  early  stages  and 
progress  of  British  power  in  India, 
with  the  more  recent  periods  where  we 
had  to  contend  with  and  for  all  the 
strength  and  resources  of  the  vast  ter- 
ritory we  now  possess  under  the  guid- 
ance of  a  Hastings,  a  Corn  wall  is,  and 
a  Welleslcy,  against  those  formidable 
potentates  H^er  Ali,  Tippoo  Saib, 
Jeswunt  Rao  Holkar,  and  Dowlut  Rao 
Scindia. 

Ai\er  these  preliminary  observaf 
tions,  we  may  proceed  to  make  use  of 
the  slight  and  scanty  materials  which 
the  local  publications  furnish  for  the 
current  history  of  an  empire,  now  as 
important  to  Britain  as  the  oldest  and 
nearest  of  her  colonies. 
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Of  the  expeditions  fitted  out  from 
the  three  prenidencies  of  Bengal^  Ma- 
dras, and  Bombay,  those  from  the  first 
and  the  last  do  not  appear  to  possess 
the  extent  and  importance  attached  to 
regular  war,  though  they  gave  rise  to 
many  particular  exploits  worthy  of 
record.  The  expeditions  from  Ben- 
gal were,  in  the  first  place,  directed 
against  the  chieftain  of  Adjyghur 
Lutchmun  Dowah,  in  the  province  of 
BoiKllecnnd ;  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Martindell.  The 
object  of  this  enterprize  was,  (for 
what  provocation  is  not  explained,  but 
for  what  object  and  intent  is  suffix 
cieotly  obvious)  to  expel  the  chief 
from  his  dominions.  With  a  view  to 
this  end,  the  operations  of  colonel 
Martindell  commenced  against  the 
fortified  hill  of  Regowley.  This  post, 
forming  a  most  important  defence  of 
the  fortress  of  Adjyghur,  was  most 
gallantly  attacked,  and  carried  by 
assault  on  the  22d  January. 

The  force  with  which  the  enemy 
occupied  the  hill,  consisted  of  500 
chosen  men,  under  the  command  of 
Sirdar  Sing,  Kass  Kullam,  and  Aja- 
deo  Purshaud,  a  near  relative  to  Lutch- 
mun Dowah,  regarded  as  the  bravc-it 
and  most  attached  of  his  adherents. 
The  British  camp  was  about  two  miles 
from  I  he  hill  which  lay  a  little  to  the 
right  of  the  way  from  the  camp  to 
Adjyghur.  Colonel  Martindell,  and 
Major  Grant,  tcx>k  the  Command  of 
the  troops  destined  for  the  enterprize, 
and  proceeded  to  the  attack  a  lirtle 
ifter  noon.  The  enemy,  sheltered  be- 
hind rocks  and  breastworks,  added  to 
die  strength  of  •heir  position  a  resist- 
ance dictated  by  despair.  But  the 
persevering  valour  of  our  troops  pre» 
Tailed,  and  the  enemy  were  driven 
fi'om  the  post  with  the  loss  of  60 
killed,  and  about  100  wotioded.  Three 
British  otiicers  only  were  wounded, 
28  rank  and  file  killed,  and  126 
wounded.  The  assailing  force  con- 
sisted of  the  18th  regt.  4th  light  infan- 
try bait.  2d  batt.  1st  Native  infantry, 
and  3d  regiment  Native  cavalry. 
The  Native  iroops  and  officers  distin- 
guished themselves  so  as  to  merit  the 
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ing  officer ;  and  the  promptitude  with 
which  the  whole  of^  the  troops  pro-r 
ceeded  to  the  attack,  the  persevering 
toil  with  which  they  encountered  all 
obstacles,  the  intrepidity  with  which 
they  ascended  the  hill  under  a  most 
galling  fire,  and  the  steady  courago 
they  displayed  in  the  assault  of  a  po- 
sition so  strong,  and  so  obstinately 
defended,  were  all  distinctly  noticed 
in  general  orders,  issued  by  the  com** 
mander,  as  circumstances  calling  for 
"  the  most  unqualified  admiration  and 
praise." 

From  the  nature  of  the  ground,  the 
cavalry  could  not  take  any  part  in  the 
action ;  but  it  did  considerable  service 
by  covering  the  assailing  force. 
Among  the  killed  was  the  chief  Sirdar 
Adjudeo  Purshaud,  and  twenty  other 
sirdars  of  inferior  note. 

The  hill  of  Behontah,  which  com- 
mands the  fortress  of  Adjyghur,  was, 
with  a  like  vigorous  effort,  atterwardt 
carried  by  storm.  The  capture  of  this 
post  enabled  Colonel  Martindell  to 
form  the  siege  of  the  forirei»s  without 
interruption.  Accordingly,  having  oq 
the  9th  of  February  offered  terms 
which  were  rejected,  he  caused  batte- 
ries to  be  formed  on  the  hummit,  and 
in  different  places  on  the  sides  of  the 
hill,  whither  the  guns  were  dragged 
with  great  labour,  but  with  such  zeal 
and  dispatch,  ttiat  the  whole  were 
ready  to  o|>en  on  the  1 1th,  and  so  well 
directed  a  fire  was  kept  p,  that  on 
the  13th  three  of  the  gates,  with  their 
defences,  were  laid  in  ruins,  and  there 
was  a  probability  that  the  upper  gate, 
against  which  the  fire  was  then  prin- 
cipally directed,  would  soon  be  in  the 
same  condition.  Lutchmun  now  sig- 
nified his  readiness  to  accept  the  terms 
rejected  on  the  Qth, — a  capitulation 
was  entered  into,  according  to  which 
the  fortress  was  surrendered,  and 
ceded  to  the  company  in  consideratioa 
of  a  jaghcer,  or  indemnity,  as  it  it 
called  in  European  diplomacy,  to  be 
assigned  to  him  in  some  other  quar- 
ter. Lutchmun  and  his  garrisoa 
withdrew. 

The  judgment  and  military  skill  of 
Colonel  Martindell  in  effecting  thi 
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exertions  of  the  detach roent  he  com- 
manded, deserved,  and  obtained  the 
highest  testimony  of  approbation  from 
the  governor-general  in  council 

When  the  British  first  entered  the 
fort,  they  were  particularly  struck 
with  the  objects  that  presented  them- 
selves. Here  were  seen  three  large 
reservoirs,  of  very  fine  fresh  water, 
cut  with  wonderful  labour  out  of  a 
solid  .rock  :  there  the  ruins  of  three 
most  magnificent  'Hindoo  temples, 
built  of  stones,  laid  without  cement, 
but  most  nicely  fitted  to  each  other, 
and  adorned  within  and  without  with 
sculpture  of  chaste  design,  and  the 
most  exquisite  workmanship. 

The  aera  of  the  erection  of  these 
venerable  buildings  is  lost  in  antiquity 
—but  they  are  evidently  much  older 
than  the  fortress,  which  was  built  by 
an  ancient  r;ijah,  called  Ajygopaul,and 
after  him  called  Adjyghur  ;  tlie  latter 
adjunct  signifying  a  fortress.' 

Ajygopaul  himself  lived  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  known  record.  The 
temples  have  two  large  tables  with 
inscriptions ;  but  the  language  and 
characters  are  unknown.  The  letters 
are  in  relief,  the  stone  being  cut  away 
from  them  according  to  the  frequent 
custom  of  antiquity. 

At  a  remote  period  Adjyghur  was 
reduced,  after  a  siege  of  ten  months, 
by  famine,  the  only  means  by  which  it 
cpuld  be  taken  before  aitilleiy  was 
introduced  Alie  Behauder  who  took 
it,  in  conjunction  with  Himmat  Be- 
hauder, defeated  the  Boondelahs  close 
to  the  town,  and  slew  their  chief,  Lui 
Arjun  Sing,  a  famous  warrior,  who  is 
the  theme  of  many  national  songs. 

In  our  own  times,  Shumshir  Behau- 
der confined  in  this  fort  his  cousin, 
Gunnee  Behauder,  who,  after  the  Bri- 
tish foices  defeated  Sbumshir  at 
Rospah,  on  the  12th  of  October,  1803, 
was'poisoned  by  the  Mahmtta  kiledar, 
in  consequence  of  an  order  from  Shum- 
shir. 

This  kiledar  subsequently  sold  the 
fort  to  Lulchraun  Dowah  for  15000 
rupees ;  but  from  some  valuable 
jewels,  and  particularly  a  diamond 
necklace,  formerly  the  property  of 
^"""*^  ft^iia«r<^r    geea  ia  the  pos- 


session of  Lutchmun,  it  is  probable, 
that  he  more  than  repaid  himself  the 
expense  of  his  purchase  by  plandering 
the  Mabrattas  when  they  marched  out. 

A  spring,  situated  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Bibontah  hill,  and  within  the 
defences  of  the  lowest  of  the  gates  of 
Adjyghur,  of  which  there  are  five, 
produces  a  fine  stream  of  water,  and 
is  asserted,  by  the  Biraggies,  to  be  the 
source  of  the  Jumna  and  the  Ganges  | 
but  the  Biraggies  of  a  neighbouring 
hill  of  stupendous  height,  called  Dio 
Gong,  dispute  that  honour  for  a  spring 
in  their  region. 

Adjyghur  is  about  five  miles  distant 
from  the  foot  of  the  Paunah  Ghauts, 
and  fourteen  from  Callingu.  The 
country  altogether  is  the  strongest  in 
the  world — every  bill  is  a  fortress,  and 
all,  from  their  great  height  and  steep- 
ness, extremely  difiBcult  of  accesc. 
From  this  description  it  may  be  in- 
ferred of  how  much  importance  it  was 
to  dispossess  a  bold  chjeftain  of  a  for- 
tress of  such  strength,  and  in  a  coun- 
try so  difficult. 

A  horrid  transaction  which  took 
place  at  Adjyghur,  a  few  months  sub- 
sequent to  its  surrender,  serves  strongly 
to  mark  the  extraordinary^ character  of 
the  native  people,  and  to  evince  the 
firmness  of  their  invincible  prejudices. 

About  the  commencement  of  the 
month  of  June,  I8O9,  Lutchmua 
Dowah  suddenly  disappeared  from  the 
place  of  his  residence  near  that  for- 
tress; and  no  traces  of  him  being 
found  for  several  days  after,  appre- 
hensions were  entertained  that  he  bad 
gone  off  in  pursuance  of  some  hostile 
design.  As  a  security  against  any  en- 
terprize  of  this  kind,  the  representa- 
tive of  the  government  in  the  province 
of  Bundlecund,  sent  instructions  to 
major  Cuppagc',  commanding  in  Adjy* 
ghur,  to  |»l  ice  i;i  safe  custody  Lutch- 
niun's  Uiiijiiy,  Itfl  behind  in  the  viliag^^ 
of  Tirawaney,  just  under  the  fort.  A 
party  was  accordingly  sent  to  the 
house  for  thi^  purpose,  and  a  fevr 
males, were  removed  to  the  fort.  An 
old  man,  the  father-in-law  of  Lutch^ 
mun,  was  the  only  male  left  behind, 
and  he  was  directed  to  prepare  thQ 
women  and  children  for  theii  remo« 
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val.  Having  entered  the  apartment 
of  the  women>  in  conformity  with  the 
instraction^  the  door  was  closed  on 
bim;  and  after  he  bad  remained  a 
considerable  time  within,  those  in  wait- 
ing proposed  to  open  it  and  quicken 
bis  proceedings  ;  but  the  door  was 
found  firmly  fastened,  and  though  re- 
peated calls  were  made,  no  answer 
was  given,  no  sound  was  heard.  Up- 
on this  attempts  were  made  to  force 
open  the  door,  but  without  success. 
U  was  then  thought  right  to  uncover  a 
part  of  tl  e  roof,  and  a  man  was  let 
down  through  the  aperture,  who  open- 
ed the  door.  Upon  the  entrance  of 
the  party,  a  most  tragical  sight  pre- 
lented  itself.  The  entire  family,  in- 
cluding the  women,  c5ildren,  and  the 
old  man  himself,  were  found  weltering 
in  their  blood  !  It  aj^peared  that  the 
old  man  had  first  cut  the  throats  of  the 
women  and  children,  and  afterwards 
his  own  J  and  from  the  perfect  quiet 
and  silence  with  which  the  slaughter 
was  executed,  it  could  not  otherwise 
have  been  done  than  with  the  consent 
of  all.  The  women  themselves  must 
have  supplied  the  instrument  of  death, 
(a\alwar)  for  the  old  man  was  per- 
fectly unprovided  with  any  when  he 
entered.  From  these  circumstances 
it  was  at  first  conjectured  that  Lutch- 
mun,  previous  to  his  departure  on  his 
presumed  enterprize,  had  given  in- 
structions to  put  these  unfortunate  per- 
lons  to  death,  in  order  to  save  them 
from  the  pollution  which,  according  to 
the  Hindoo  doctrine,  is  necessarily 
consequent  upon  their  falling  i^no  the 
power  of  an  European  enemy.  It  was 
inferred  also  that  the  women,  from  a 
principle  of  pride  and  faith,  which 
imposed  the  sacrifice  upon  them  as  a 
doty,  had  submitted  to  the  order,  ac- 
cording to  their  custom  in  such  cases, 
with  promptitude  niid  cheerfulness. 

A  nephew  of  LiUchmun,  who  was 
brought  into  the  fort,  alsoattempted  sui- 
cide; but  the  accomplishment  of  his  ob- 
ject was  prevented,  thoughnot  till  hehad 
given  himself  a  severe  wound.  The 
most  lamentable  part  of  this  shocking 
relation  still  remains  to  be  told;  all 
these  tragic  deeds,  and  the  calculations 
and  reasoninors.   thus  connected  with 


them,  were  soon  proved  to  have  their 
foundation  in  error.-^For  Lutchmun 
Dow  ah,  far  from  absconding  for  any 
hostile  purpose,  had  merely  repaired  in 
private  to  Calcutta,  with  the  intention 
of  complaining  to  the  supreme  govern- 
ment of  some  harsh  treatment,  whicii 
he  conceived  that  he  had  suffered  ;  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  think,  that  he 
was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  dreadful 
stroke,  till  it  was  communicated  to  him, 
on  his  arrival  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment !  The  only  measure  of  repara- 
tion, in  the  sad  consequences  of  his 
disappearance,  which  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  government  to  make, 
was  the  immediate  liberation  of  that 
part  of  his  family  which  was  stjll  kept 
in  custody.  Lutchmun  himself,  afier 
the  surrender  of  Adjyghur,  had  taken 
up  his  residence  at  fiandah,  under  the 
protection  of  the  British  government, 
receiving  a  liberal  maintenance,  till  a 
convenient  jahghire  could  be  allotted 
to  him,  conformably  to  the  terms 
agreed  upon,  in  lieu  of  the  possessions 
ceded  to  the  company  by  the  previous 
capitulation.  His  departure  from  Ban- 
dah  without  any  notice  or  explanation, 
and  the  measure  of  common  precau- 
tion adopted  in  consequence,  involved 
hina  in  calamities  as  lamentable  as  un- 
foreseen. 

From  the  private  interest  excited  by 
this  sad  catastrophe,  ^he  mind  is  glad 
to  relieve  itself  by  the  contemplation  of 
a  public  and  more  general  scene.  The 
next  and  important  expedition  in  Ben- 
gal had  the  district  of  Sirhind,  inhabited 
by  the  Seiks,  for  the  theatre  of  opera- 
tions, situated  between  the  provinces 
of  Delhi  and  Labor,  and  separated 
firom  Cashmire  by  the  mountains. 

There  was  not  in  this  case,  any  more 
than  in  the  preceding,  a  formal  declara- 
tion of  war, — nor  any  very  observable 
cause  of  hostility  j  though  it  would 
appear  from  the  terms  ai>d  quality  of 
the  peace,  which  succeeded,  that  it 
had  been  undertaken  at  the  request  of 
some  neigbouring  ohieftains,  under  the 
profection  of  the  British  government. 
But  definitive  treaties,  and  more  espe- 
cially in  India,  though  they  attbrd  %er)' 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  ulttmati 
state  of  things,  are  not    always  thi 
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purest  sources  to  which  we  may  look 
for  genuine  informatioo  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  it.  But  from  the  force  that 
was  employed,  as  well  as  from  the 
regular  treaty  with  which  the  history  of 
the  expedition  closes,  there  is  reason  to 
Infer  that  Runjeit  was  a  prince  of  high 
and  established  authority,  as  well  as  of 
great  power. 

The  forces^  employed  on  this  expe- 
dition were  commanded  by  general  St. 
Leger,  and  under  him  by  colonel  Och- 
terlonv.  The  troops  acted  in  two  se|)e- 
rate  bodies.  Th^  first  and  principal 
bodv,  under  general  St.  Leger^  con- 
sisted of  his  majesty's  24th  regiment 
of  light  dragoons,  the  I7lh  regiment  of 
foot,  the  6th  and  8th  regiments  of 
Native  cavalry,  the  second  and  third 
light  infantry  battalions  ;  and  a  strong 
detichment  both  of  heavy  and  light 
artillery.  The  division  under  colonel 
Ochterlony,  consisted  of  the  4th  regi- 
niiMit  <>t  Native  cavalry,  1st  battalion  of 
the  lOih,  Isr  battalion  of  the  23d, 
atid  1st  bnttalion  of  the  27th  Na- 
tive infantry.  Colonel  Ochterlony *s 
division  to<»k  po<*t  on  the  1 1th  Febru- 
arv  at  Loodehaunah  5  and  general  St. 
loafer's  corps  was  stationed  about  eigh- 
teen miles  eastward  of  that  place. 
WJiether  the  magnitude  of  the  force 
^.  M/'  pannst  him  terrified   Run- 

jeit into  concession,  or  that  he  yielded 
1'  "i     tin!  reflection,  or  from  the 

inBaence  of  an  event,  about  to  be 
de>cribed,  is  difficult  to  be  decided. 
iv  V ;  iievor  ay  have  been  his  mo- 
tr'e.  lif*  greed,  without  conflict,  to 
t)ie  \('ri^>^  proposed  to  him,  and  re- 
liiMiv/i-liod  his  claims  to  the 
chi-N  wha  ha<i  solicited  the  compa- 
ip  ^  pnifffiion.  At  the  time  when  the 
t;^o;)^^•^l  wm?  n^ad^  for  the  adjustment 
f.  dirrtrnue-,  the  forces  on  both 
:,      -    -  iritf>  d   qnset    in   face  of  earh 

,  / .  ■'  the  ne  AS  of  the  defeat  of 
''  ..♦  ( :•  '.  i  of  Abrantes)  at  Vimeira, 
J-  r  •'    ,»a"mv,  under   Sir  \rthiir 

V       *  H^   re't'ned   in  the  caiups 

r.'  ,.  ;•  ,.  Leger  and  colonel  CVh- 
r  •'  .     j    "    n^iird     celebrated   by 

;     ^v         h«^  *  ;iMse  of  this  firing 

r  .•     >:^^'\^n   10  Runjeit   Sing, 

'       •    ;   '  .,,  Sy  lus    |>fctnl  command, 

'      '-     ',    all  the   artilleiv   in  his 


ther  it  be  attributed  to  politenesa  t6« 
wards  the  British  commanders,  with 
whom  he  was  in  treaty ;  or  to  a 
general  condemnation  of  the  system  of 
Buonaparte,  was  felt  equally  agreeable. 
As  a  preliminary  step  to  the  proposed 
pacific  arrangement,  the  forts  of  Keire 
and  Ferid^  Koti,  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Suiledge,  were  demanded  of  Run* 
jeii  Sing,  and  were  immediately  given 
up  and  taken  into  possession  by  Bri- 
tish troops  about  the  middle  of  March. 
On  our  side  preparat'^ons  were  madb 
for  withdrawing  the  army,  with 
the  exception  of  a  corps  of  eight 
thousand  men,  which  was  to  remain 
in  Ludehauna  under  colonel  Ochter* 
lony. 

Mr.  Metcalfe,  the  British  negotiator, 
met  Runjeit  at  Imrutsir,  and  the 
ceremonious  exchange  of  visits  having 
been  immediately  made,  the  treaty  was 
expedited  with  equal  promptitude. 
The  provinces  subject  to  the  chiefs  of 
Suhrund  and  Malwa  were  by  this 
treat^ceded  to  the  English  company  by 
Runjeit  ;  and,  by  a  subsequent  article, 
these  chiefs  were  restored  to  the  exer- 
cise of  their  former  independent  au- 
thority, exempted  from  trijbute,  and 
all  other  vexatious  impositions.  The 
advantages  stipulated  for  the  company, 
were  a  free  passage  for  British  mer- 
chants and  their  goods,  the  liberty  of 
purchasing  stores  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  and  certain  facilities  in  procuring 
forage  and  provisions  in  the  event  of 
the  protecting  forces  being  called  again 
into  this  country. 

By  tl)e  4th  of  April,  the  stipuiationt 
agreed  upon  were  completed,  with  the 
formal  delivery  of  such  other  foi  ts  and 
grounds,  as  were  required  of  Runjeit 
Sing,'  in  addition  to  the  two  forts  alrea- 
dy mentioned.  These  forts  and  'terri- 
tories, it  was  at  first  supposed,  would 
he  permanently  garrisobed  by  British 
troops,  under  cover  of  some  of  those 
pretexts  in  the  invention  of  which  am- 
bition is  so  fertile,  but  with  a  roodera- 
tjnn,  and  a  sense  of  justice  of  which 
it  is  to  be  lamented  there  are  so  few 
Examples,  it  was  declared,  that  the 
in  ten  ion  of  holding  them  bad  never 
been  entertained,  that  they,  had  been 
forcibly  seized  by  Runjeit  Sing,  and 
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diief  wag  to  restore  them  to  the  right- 
ful owners  which  object  was  iininedi- 
ately  carried  into  effect. 

The  terms  agreed  upon  w\th  Runjeit 
Sing,  being  thui  executed  without  loss 
of  time  or  eflf'ision  of  blood,  Colouel 
St.  L^er  broke  up  with  the  army  from 
Loodahannah  and  the  troops  were  dis- 
tributed into  different  cantonments. 

In  tJie  course  of  these  transactions 
an  incident  took  place,  not  unworthy 
of    notice,    though  somewhat  out  of 
place,  as  illustrative  of  the  superstition 
which  forms  so  striking  a  part  of  the 
character  of   the   Hindoos.     Shortly 
after  Mr.  Melcalfe,  the  British  nego- 
tiator, met  Runjeit  Sing  at  Imrutsir, 
for  the  purpose     of   concluding    the 
treaty,  Mr.  Melcalfe*g  giurds,  consist- 
ing of  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  under 
captain   Pupham,  being   Mussulmans, 
were  engaged,  according  to  annual  cus- 
tom, in  celebrating  the  Mahommedan 
festival    Moharrem,    (or    New-year*f 
day)   which  fell   in   the  firHt  week  of 
March.  TheSeiks  are  extremely  bigot- 
ted,  generally  detesting  all  other  sects, 
but  above  all  the  Mahommedatis.  They 
therefore,  would,  under  any  cirpum- 
ttances,  have  been  shocked  and  enrag- 
ed at  the  celebration  of  the  rites  of 
Islamism  on  their  soil,  and  in  their  pre- 
sence i  but  Imrutsir  being  rendered  a 
place  of  peculiar  sanctity  in  their  esti- 
mation, because  the  remains  of  their 
prophetNanock  Shah,  are  buried  there, 
Mahommedan    ceremony  was   consi- 
dered nothing  short  of  profanation  and 
sacrilege  ;    the  fury  of  the  Seiks  broke 
through  all  restraint.      They    sallied 
from  the  town  to  the  number  of  four 
or  five  hundred,  in  battle  array,    and 
advancing  towards  the  guard,  then  on 
parade,  they  look  post  behind  an  adjoin- 
ing hill,  whence  they  commenced  an 
irregular  fire.  Captain  Popham  knew 
not  how  to  interpret  this  proceeding, 
and  could  scarcely  believe  it  seriously 
hostile  till  lieutenant  Fet^guson  and  one 
of  his  men  were  wounded:  he  then 
ordered  his  men  to  advance,  and,  when 
they  had  come  sufficiently  near  to  the 
fanatics,  to  fire  a  volley  and  charge. 
Hiis  order  was  instantly  carried  into 
execution,  and  the  Seiks  were  iitimedi- 
ately  di^ersed  and   driven  into  the 


ditch  of  the  town.  Runjeit  Sing,  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  transaction,  ran  to 
the  spot  as  soon  as  the  alarm  reached 
him,  and  made  every  effort  to  restrain 
the  Seiks,  and  to  send  away  the  Sepoys 
in  security  under  the  escort  of  a  «?trong 
force.  They  had,  however,  sufficiently 
shewn  their  ability  JB^'eud  them- 
selves; for  they  hacf^^p  five  of  the 
Seiks,  and  wounfl»^twenty-five, 
whereas  their  own  casualties  did  not 
exceed  seventeen  wounded. 

The  ratifications  of  the  treaty  being 
exchanged  in  the  stipulated  time,  Run- 
jeit again  paid  a  complimentary  visit 
to  Mr.  Metcalfe  j  an  interchange  of 
presents  took  place,  and  every  appear- 
ance of  friendship  was  manifested, 
Mr.  Metcalfe  soon  after  took  his  leave^ 
and  returned  to  Calcutta. 

In  the  month  of  August  preparations 
were  set  on  foot  at  Rewarree  for  the 
march  of  a  very  considerable  detach- 
ment of  the  army  against  a  fortified 
town,  (Bhowanuie)  in  the  Hurrianah 
country.    This  town  is  situated  on  a 
long  tract  of  dependent  country,  lying 
between  the  Jumna  and  the  Sutledge. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  strong  post  had 
for  some  time  past  laid  the  travellers 
through  the  district  under  daily  contri- 
butions; and  had  the  audacity,  in  a 
very  recent  instance,  to  plunder  the 
baggage  of  a  British  detachment,  on 
their  march  in  that  direction.     A  pro- 
per representation  of  the  depredation 
was  made  to  the  chief  of  the  place, 
which  was  follo\yed  by  a  peremptory 
denial  of  reparation  in  terms  of  inso- 
lence and  hostility.     To  revenge  the 
insult,  and  to  prevent  future  aggression 
of  a  similar'  nature,  the  armament  at 
Rewaree  wasordered,  and  promptly  and 
expeditiously  executed.       The  com-  . 
mand  of  it  was  given  to  colonel  Bell, 
who   marched    on  the  20th    of  that 
month,  and  arrived  before  Bhowannie, 
andsum'monued  it  on  the  27th.  The  be- 
sieged garrison  had  24  hours  to  consider 
of  the  terms  proposed-- which  were  ab- 
solutely rejected.      Colonel  Bell  im- 
mediately consulted  means  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  place,  and  on  the  28th 
the  whole    British    detachment    was 
drawn  out  in  front  of  Bhowannie,  con- 
sisting of  four  battalions  of  NatiVe  iofaD« 
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try,  on©  regiment  of  cavalry,    6()0  ir-    pore.    The  determination  of  tfiese  af. 
regtilarhor.se,  and  a  powerful  irain  of   fairs  so  sf>eedil)    and  so  fortunatcJy, 


anillery.  The  enemy's  force  was  esti- 
mated at  4500  men.  B^itteries  y\e\e 
so  quiciily  erected  by  the  British 
troops,  that  they  were  leady  to  pour 
their  tire  into  jjm  town  by  six  o'clock 
on  the  follov^Hbiiorning.  By  noon 
on  the  same  mfr^  praciicahle  breach 
was  made  in  the  walU,  and  an  immedi- 
ate assault  was  ordered. 

The  storming  party  nK»\ed  down  in 
two  columns,  one  advancing  from   the 
right,  and  the  other  fiom  the   lift   of 
the  camp,    the  first   commanded    by 
Jieutenaiu-colonel  McGrath»  and  the 
second  by  major  Smith.     Before  these 
parties  conid  reach   the  ramparts,   the 
enemy  had  the  confidence  to  sally  out 
and  attack  the  column  under  lieute- 
nant-colonel Mc  Grath,  sword  in  hand, 
but  was  reputed  with  great  slaughter, 
by  the  coolness  and  mtrepidity  of  the 
British  grenadiers.      The   Siix)ys  1(>1- 
lowed   the  fugitives    closely  into  the 
town,  clambi^rinc;  over  the  breach  and 
scaling  the  v^alls  in  every  quaitcr,  and, 
after  a  severe  contest,  completely  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  out  the  enemy.      So 
many  as  escaped  the  bayonet   within 
tho  walls,  uere  cut   down  by  the  ca- 
valry, surrounding  the  town,  so   that 
scafcely  one  escaped.    ^  The  troops  had 
been  twelve  hours  under  arms  before 
the  garrison  was  fully  in  their  posses- 
sion, and   the  defence  is  said  to  have 
been  as  rei-olutc,  as  any  in  the  recollect 
tion  of  the-oldest  soldier  present,   con- 
tinuing, without  interruption,  for  three 
bours  and  an  half. 

About  this  time,  or  a  little  subse- 


allowed  lime  to  the  governor-general 
to  atterui,  to  some  ciom  'siic  events, 
which  ihreatciud  more  than  any  of 
the  circumstances  already  noticed,  to 
disturb  the  tranquillity  and  safety  of  the 
country,  1  hese  originated  in  the  in» 
subordinaiion  of  ihe  g.e.ier  part  of  tlie 
company's  troops,  ^^trvir.s;  under  the 
presiJency  of  Fort  St.  Geori^e.  To 
such  a  height  had  it  ai rived  in  the 
month  of  July,  that  the  governor-ge- 
neral had  thoup^bi  it  prudei.i  to  isstie  g 
procljmalion  <1«rclara(ory  of  his  inten- 
tion to  proceed  to  fort  St.  Ge<jrge  for 
the  purpose  of  interposing  the  8u» 
prem«  authority  to  repress  the  spirit  of 
revolt. 

As  it  will  be  neoessarj,  in  a  separata 
place,  to  speak  oF  the  causes  and  pro- 
gress of  the  military  discontent  at  that 
presidency,  and  the  ineasures  taken  by 
the  suprenie.and  the  local,  government, 
for  the  sup[)ressinn  of  it ;  it  does  not 
seem  requisite  to  advert  more  particu- 
larly to  it  here,  where  the  detail  is 
principally  confined  to  an  enumeratioo 
of  the  uiilitaiy  transaction.;  in  Bengal, 
Of  these  nothing  remains  to  be  no- 
ticed, but  the  return  of  an  expedition, 
fitted  out  in  the  year  preceding.  Jot 
the  occupation  of  the  Portuguese  set- 
tlement of  Macao,  in  ccnsequence  of 
the  events  which  had  occurred  in  Eu- 
rope, through  the  design  and  attempts 
of  the  emperor  of  France,  to  n)ake 
hirnseif  master  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
This  expedition,  compreliending  a 
txxly  of  troops  under  the  command  of 
maj(jr  Wtgueiin,  embarked,  as  will  be 
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quently,    some    apprehensions     were     rccllected,  on  board  admiral  Drury's 

raised  by  the  adherents  of  the  Maha- 

rajnh.    Runjeit    Lund    Sing,    a   Seik 

Chieftain,  on  the  banks  of  the  Jan-ma  ; 

and  by  Dowlut  Rao  Scindia,  who  had 

began  to  levy  contributions  on  the  Ra- 
jahpoot  country.  But  these  were  put 
to  rest  on  the  one  si«1e  by  the  prompt 
measures  of  colonel  Ochterlony,  who 
had  been  stationed  at  I.cf;dehaunah,  on 
the  return  of  general  St.  Leger  into  the 
company's  provinces  :  and  on  the- 
otber,  by  the  Mahratta  Chieftain  hav- 
ing confined  his  predatory  attempts  and 


squadron,  and  proceeded  to  Macao, 
With  the  intention  of  occupying  that 
place,  to  prevent  its  being  possessed 
by  the  French,  in  virtue  of  their  pre- 
sumed conquest  of  Portugal.  But  this 
stroke  of  precautionary  policy,  how- 
ever consistent  with  the  recently  re- 
cognized system  of  Europe,  was  not 
at  all  understood  by  the  Chinese,  who 
conceived  themselves  principal  parties 
in  regulating  the  occupancy  of  the 
settlement,  and  possessed  of  a  right 
to  determine  whom  they  would  admit 


d<e.q;ioftSUat}QP$  lo  the  Itajab  of  Jey-    tf}  Jiold  i.t  instead  of  being  bound  to 
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iccept  any  substitute  for  the  former 
possessors,  according  to  the  lottery  of 
a  war  carried  on'  in  Europe.  The  con- 
leqnence  was,  that,  although  the  troops 
landed,  and  took  possession  without 
difiiculty,  all  communication  was  bro- 
ken off  by  the  Chinese.  A  stop  was 
altogether  put  to  trade,  and  it  was 
thought  a  happy  conclusion  of  the 
aflfair,  to  re-CKtablish  the  former  in- 
tercourse on  the  condition  of  with- 
drawing the  troops.  The  expedition, 
of  course,  returned  to  Bengal,  r^i77/t'c/(i, 
ID  the  month  of  February.  The  com- 
jDander,  and  the  oflScers  and  men 
composing  the  expedition,  received 
the  thinks  of  the  government  for  their 
conduct. 

Lord  Minto  was  not  prevented  by 
these  warlike  occupations  from  direct- 
ing his  attention  to  arrangements  of 
equal  importance,  though  of  a  peace- 
ful and  political  naiure.  The  princi- 
pal object  of  this  description,  to  which 
the  govern  or- general  directed  his  atten- 
tion, was  an  embassy  to  the  king  of 
Cabul.  This  embassy,  at  the  head  of 
wbkh  the  honourable  Mr.  Elphinstone 
was  placed,  had,-  for  its  particular  ob- 
ject, to  counteract  the  intrigues  of  the 
French  embassy,  then  at  the  court  of 
iVrsia. 

The  kingdom  of  Cabul,  inhabited 
bvthe  Afghans,  is  situated,  upon  the 
Attock  and  Tndus,  to  the  north  of  La- 
hore, bordering  upon  Persia,  of  which 
it  was  originally  a  province,  till  con- 
quered by  the  Moghuls.  It  was  sub- 
sequently re-united  to  Persia  by  Nadir 
Shah  ;*  but  is  now  independent,  and 
of  considerable  importance  to  the  at- 
tack, or  defence,  of  the  British  ter- 
ritories in  .  Jndia.  Cabul,  intersected 
with  chains  of  lofty  mountains,  and 
large  rivers,  forms  a  sort  of  barrier, 
which,  if  gained  by  the  invaders,  fa- 
cilitates their  irrnption,  if  held  by  or 
for  the  defenders,  bnif^.es  attack.  The 
progress  of  the  eniba^sy,  as  detailed  in 
its  journals,  and  in  the  accounts,  suc- 
cwsively  given,  in  the  appropriate  part 
of  this  volume,  is  interest ii  g,  from 
the  variety  of  non-descript  countries 


through  which  It  passed;  from  tha 
difficulties  of  travel  it  frequently  en- 
countered y  and  the  adventures  it 
sometimes  met.  During  its  stay  at 
Bikaneer,  and  in  the  passage  of  the 
desert,  an  interval  of  about  five  weeks 
altogether,  at  the  close  of  1808,  the 
health  of  the  escort  sufl'ered  extreme- 
ly ;  but  was  entirely  re-established 
soon  after  it  entered  the  cultivated 
country  on  the  other  side,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  new  )ear.  The  ap- 
pearance of  a  band  of  Europeans  in  a 
country,  whuc,  except,  perhaps,  in  a 
few  instonces  of  single  individuals, 
that  people  had  never  been  seen,  ex- 
cited great  surprize  and  curiosity,  and 
attracted,  in  some  places,  such  multi- 
tudes of  gazing  Afghans,  that  the 
members  of  the  embassy  found  it  dif- 
ficult to  pass  from  tent  to  tent,  in  the 
stations  where  they  halted  ;  and,  al- 
though no  rudeness  was  offered  to 
them,  it  was  found  convenient  to  pre- 
vent the  repetition  of  such  intrusion, 
by  surrounding  the  Ccimp,  at  ihe  time 
of  halting,  with  a  sort  of  screen  called 
Kanaufs.  The*  chiefs  every  where 
manifested  the  greatest^ civility ;  but 
some  of  them  eniertaiiied  suspicions, 
which  induced  them  to  take  the  pre- 
caution of  strengthening  their  garri- 
sons, and  shutting  their  towns  j  this; 
however,  uas  done  without  any  de- 
parture from  a  personal  demeanour, 
which  was  always  marked  by  polite- 
nesfi. 

On  entering  the  territory  of  Cabul, 
the  embassy  received  information  that 
the  king,  Soojah-ul-Mulk,  was  not  at 
his  capital,  but  had  made  a  progress 
southward  to  Peshour.  I'his  journey 
was  generally,  and,  as  it  afterwards 
appeared,  justly  attributed  to  an  in- 
tended expedition  against  Cashmire, 
though  it  was  considered  by  some  of 
the  embassy,  that  the  most  natural, 
as  well  as  the  most  simple,  motive,  was 
•  the  desire  of  passing  the  winter  in  a 
milder  climate,  rather  than  in  the 
midst  of  the  mountains  of  Candahar, 
which  were  then  covered  with  snow. 

While  the  embassy  waited  an  invi- 


•  Sec  Compendium  of  the  Modem  Persian  Hisioiy,  in  the  preceding  volume, 
pi^et  1^.  16.  flo.  gj. 
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tation  to  proceed  to  the  king's  pre- 
sence, inforraation  was  received,  that 
the  Persian  monarch  had  sent  two  of 
bis  brothers  to  Cabul,  to  endeavour  to 
negotiate  a  peace.  This  intelligence, 
of  course,  gave  additional  importaace 
to  the  mission,  and  quickened  their 
zeal  and  activity.  But  as  it  was  un- 
certain what  route  they  should  take ; 
some  reports  representing  the  king  as 
still  proceeding  on  his  route  to  Peshour, 
while  others  stated  that  he  was  on  his 
return  to  Candahar,  it  was  thought 
best  to  await  more  accurate  informa- 
tion in  Maultan,  which  the  gentlemen 
of  the  embassy  described,  in  the  month 
of  January,  as  a  climate,  at  that  sea- 
son, most  delightful.  They  made  use 
of  this  interval  to  cross  several  consi- 
derable rivers,  and  among  them  the 
Indus,  which  might  have  retarded 
their  progress,  if  the  passage  had  been 
deferred.  During  this  halt,  an  Eng- 
lish deserter,  of  the  name  of  John  Pens- 
ley,  came  into  the  camp,  and  conversed 
with  the  embassy.  He  related,  that 
himself,  and  two  others,  had  entered 
the  service  of  the  Native  chiefs,  by 
whom  they  were  well  treated ;  but  it 
appears  they  were  well  watched  also. 
One  of  his  comrades  was  in  confine- 
ment, for  what  cause  is  not  stated. 
This  man  wore  the  Mahommedan 
dress,  and  appeared,  in  every  respect, 
like  a  Native.  He  and  his  comrades 
were  married  men,  and  conformed 
in  every  thing  to  the  customs  of  the 
country.  The  embassy  did  not,  it  ap- 
pears, derive  any  very  useful  informa- 
tion trom  ibis  gentleman,  except  an  . 
injunction  to  cultivate  the  growth  of 
their  mus(achoei>,which  he  represented 
as  essential  to  their  being  treated  with 
respect. 

At  length  the  expected  permission 
arrived,  and  the  embassy  pursued 
its  march  to  Peshour^  where  it  arriv- 
ed on  the  25  th  of  February.  The 
country  through  which  it  passed  is 
described  as  beautiful,  watered  by  the 
Indus,  which  is  said  to  be  about  300 
yards  in  breadth,  running,  in  a  deep 
clear  stream,  between  two  ridges  of 
rocks.  The  termination  of  their  long 
and  painful  journey  was  heard  with 
pleasure^   by    the    members   of  the 


embassy  ^  and  arrangements  were  mad^ 
for  the  ceremonial  of  the  audienq 
which  was  expected  to  take  place  in  i 
few  days. 

It  appeared,  by  the  succeeding  ao 
counts,  that  the  result  of  the  audiencj 
was  most  favourable;  the  embassy 
continued  to  enjoy  the  greatest  bospi 
tality  and  kindness :  Mr.  Elphinstonj 
was  to  have  a  private  audience  of  th< 
king  5  and  the  embassy  was  to  accom 
pany  his  majesty,  in  his  return  north 
ward  to  Cabul,  which  was  expected 
speedily  to  take  place.  These  favour| 
able  appearances  were,  however,  sooi 
troubled,  although  but  for  a  time,  b] 
one  of  those  extraordinary  vicissitudes 
from  which  the  history  of  Europe,  U 
our  own  times,  have  shewn,  that  n< 
sovereigns  are  exempt  j  but  which  ar^ 
more  frequent  iu  the  less  settled  king 
doms  of  the  East.  M ahmood  Shah,  hai 
brother  to  the  king,  and  a  pretend^ 
to  the  musnud,  made  his  appearance 
in  Candaliar,  at  the  head  of  a  power 
ful  force,  with  which  he  soon  mad^ 
himself  master  of  the  whole  province 
and  when  the  intelligence  was  dis 
patched  to  the  king,  he  was  on  fu| 
march  for  the  capital.  This  Mahmoo< 
had,  about  seven  years  before,  seized 
and  dethroned  Zemaun  Shah,  tb^ 
king  then  reigning.  Soojah-nl-Mulk 
the  younger  broUier  of  Zemaun,  es 
caped  to  the  mountains,  and  live< 
among  the  Khybours,  (a  sort  of  pre 
datory  tribe)  till  he  contrived  to  col 
lect  a  force  among  them  sufficient  \{ 
assert  his  claim.  With  this  force  h\ 
encountered,  and  defeated,  Mahmood 
taking  possession  of  the  throne.  Wil( 
a  clemency  very  unusual,  in  sudi  cases 
among  Asiatics,  besides  saving  2^ 
maun  Shah,  he  granted  a  pardon  t( 
Mahmood,  gave  him  his  liberty,  aD< 
a  pension.  But  Mahmood  ungrate 
fully  made  use  of  this  indulgence  t^ 
levy  an  army,  and  once  more  to  invade 
Cabul,  and  dispute  the  throne  will 
his  preserver  and  l)eneiactor. 

The  rapid  progress  of  Mahmood'i 
arms  was,  at  this  time,  particular)] 
alarming,  as  the  greater  part  of  th< 
king's  army,  amounting  to  12,000  mep 
was  absent  with  the  vizier,  on  tb< 
expedition  in  Cashmire. 
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Intelligeocewas  immediately  dispatch- 
ed to  press  the  vizier  to  conclude  the 
settlement  of  that  province,  and  to  re- 
turn to  Peshour,  in  order  that  the  king 
might  march  with  the  army  to  meet 
Mabmood  in  Candahar.  As  the  rizier 
bad  defeated  Mohanimed  Khan,  and 
possessed  himself  of  the  fortress  of 
Bunmoollab,  between  the.  army  of 
that  rebellious  chief  and  the  capital, 
within  three  days  march  of  which  the 
army  of  Cabul  had  advanced,  it  was  ex- 
pected that  these objecu  might  be  spee- 
dily ejected.  The  return  of  the  yizier, 
however,  did  not  keep  pace  with  the 
urgency  of  the  occasion  $  and  many  in- 
ferior chiefs,  and  persons  in  trust,  coii- 
lalting  ibetr  advantage,  appeared  dis- 
posed to  join  the  party  that  seemed 
likdy,  under  existing  circumbtances, 
to  prevail. 

llie  mutual  pretensions  of  (he  con- 
texKitng  chiefs,  Mahmood  and  Soojah- 
ol-Mulk,  will  be  l>etter  understood  by 
the  following  statement : — 

Timour  Shah,  the  father  of  both, 
died  after  a  reign  of  nineteen  years, 
leaving  nineteen  sons.  To  the  eldest, 
Humaioon,  he  gave  the  sovereignty  of 
Herat,  and  Candahar  -,  to  2^maun  Shah, 
his  favourite,  who  was  by  a  different 
mother,  he  gave  Cabul,  and  the  rest 
of  bis  Afghan  possessions,  as  well  as 
Cashroire  and  Moultan.  2iemaun  Shah, 
being  of  a  warlike  disposition,  attacked 
Hcunaioon,  whom  he  despoiled  of  his 
loa^ession,  and  deprived  of  sight  for 
secority.  Zemaun  was  a  prince  of 
great  power,  and  was,  for  some  time, 
formidable  even  to  the  British  empire^ 
in  so  much  that  recourse  wa&  bad  both 
to  Petersburg  and  to  Constantinople 
for  influencing  Persia  to  create  a  diver- 
sion against  him. 

An  army  under  Sir  James  Craig, 
was  sent  against  him,  about  nine  years 
before  the  date  of  the  embassy,  and 
endeavoured,  though  unsuccessfully, 
to  bring  him  to  a  battle.  Mahmood, 
the  full  brother  of  Humaioon,  claimed, 
it  this  juncture,  the  succession  to  his 
throne,  and  having  secured  it  by  arms, 
ittacked  Zemaun  Shah,  whom '  he 
<lethroned  and  blinded  in  his  turn. 
Soojah-ul-Mulk,  the  brother  of  Ze- 
naoo  Shah,  oa    the  first  usurpatioQ 


of  the  Shah*s  dominions,  was  obliged 
to  couKult  his  safety  in  flight,  yet  soon 
afterwards  he  appeared  in  arms  at  the 
head  of  a  formidable  force,  defeated 
Mnhmood,  and  placed  himself  on  tho 
Miisnud,  which  he  held  undisputed, 
till  Mahmood,  seizing  the  opportunity, 
when  he  was  entangled  in  the  war  of 
Cashmire,  again  invaded  Candahar. 
1  he  invader  had  opened  a  communi- 
cation with  the  rebellious  chief  of 
Cashmire,  to  whom  he  promised  the 
sovereignty  of  that  province,  and  both 
acted  in- concert.  The  chief  of  Cash* 
inire  was  soon  defeated  in  several  ac- 
tions, and  his  followers  dispersed  and 
driven  out  of  the  province.  The  army 
of  Cabul  having  pursued  these  fugitives 
within  four  miles  of  Mozufferabad, 
a  city  on  the  road  to  Attock,  midway 
between  Cashmire  and  the  Indus, 
there  discontinued  the  pursuit,  and* 
began  its  march  back  to  the  frontier 
of  Cabul.  But  Mahmood  had  very 
different  success  from  his  rebellious 
coadjutor.  He  advanced  to  the  city 
of  Cabul,  where  he  obtained  posses- 
sion of  the  Balahihsor,  a  castle  of 
son>e  strength,  where  the  younger 
princes  of  the  royal  blood  are  gene- 
raily  sequestered  for  the  security  of  the 
reigning  prince» 

Gooiistan  Khan,  the  representative 
of  Soojah-ul-Mulk,  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains on  Mahmood*8  approach  :  other 
accounts,  however,  allege,  that  he 
took  the  more  generous  resolution  of 
throwing  himseif  into  the  principal 
fort,  within  which  the  royal  palace 
stands,  defending  it  to  the  last  extre* 
mity. 

In  this  situation,  with  reduced  forces 
and  an  exhausted  treasury,  deserted  by 
most  of  those  who  could  give  him  ef- 
fectual support,  and  unable  to  derive 
any  efficient  aid  from  those  who  re- 
mained faithful,  Soojah-ul-Mulk  had 
only  the  lamentable  aliema«ive  of 
abandoning  his  kingdom  without  a  con- 
test, or  contending  with  ^  force  on  his 
side  so  disproportionate  that  success 
must  be  hopeless.  He  chose,  howeier, 
to  try  the  fortune  of  arms,  and  having 
been  defeated  in  every  instance  he  wai 
under  the  necessity  of  once  more  seek- 
ios  his  personal  safety  in  concealment. 
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His  family  fled  towards  the  Punjab; 
and  advices  were  soon  teceived  that 
Zemaun  Shah,  with  the  Haram,  was  at 
Bawel  Hindee,  under  the  protection  of 
a  seik  chieftain 

Soojah-ul-Mulk  ventured  again  into 
Candahar  in  the  hope  of  awakening  an 
interest  in  his  favour ;  nor  was  the 
hope  disappointed  ;  for  whether  it  was 
that  the  spirit  and  firmness  he  displayed 
in  defence  of  his  rights  revived  a  cor- 
responding spiritinhis«ubjects,and  con- 
firmed  their  attachment,  or  that  those 
who  took  part  with  Mahmood,  with 
the  fickleness,  for  which  Asiatics  are 
remarkable,  became  tired  of  their 
leader  and  after  balancing  a  little,  from 
considerations  of  interest,  reverted  to 
their  allegiance,  Mahmood  was  soon 
after  successively  deserted  by  his  prin- 
cipal adherents,  and  left  at  last  without 
any  train  deserving  of  apprehension. 

These  events  were  so  singular,  and 
although  but  collateral  to  the  object  of 
the  embassy,  had  for  a  considerable 
time  such  an  influence  on  those  objects, 
that  the  reader  cannot  but  feel  them 
worthy  of  being  recounted.  T^e 
•ituation  of  the  embassy  during  the 
Ticissitudes  of  the  contest  for  the  sove- 
reignty must  have  been  extremely, 
painful.  The  sovereign  to  whom  the 
ntission  was  addressed,  and  at  whose  ^ 
court  it  had  been  so  favourably  and  so 
hospitably  received,  could  not  con- 
sistently with  honour  be  abandoned  in 
bis  difficulties  and  distresses  j  and  yet 
k  did  not  appear  wise  or  necessary  to 
mak«  the  company*8  government  a 
party  in  a  competition  in  which, 
whatever  rival  should  t>e  successful,  it 
would  be  equally  essential  that  he 
should  be  frier.dly  to  the  British  inte- 
rests. !n  this  uncertainty  it  seemed 
the  most  prudent  plan  that  the  embassy 
fhould  return,  deferring  the  ulterior  ob- 
jects of  its  mission  to  a  more  favourable 
opportunity.  Arrangements  were  ac- 
cordingly made  for  their  return  through 
the  country  of  the  Seiks,  where  every 
preparation  w^s  made  under  the  influ- 
ence and  direction  of  Runjeit  Sing,  to 
entertain  and  assist  them  in  th'^ir  pas- 
sage. Runjeit  himself  resolved  to 
meet  them  at  Imrutsir,  having  pre- 
'vioasiy  dispatched  a  vakcil  to  compli- 


ment them  and  to  acquaint  them  with 
his  intentions.  The  embassy  set  out 
at  the  commencement  of  the  month  of 
August.  It  was  not,  till  some  time 
after,  that  the  favourable  change 
already  noticed,  which  re-established 
Soojah-ul-Mulk  on  his  throne,  took 
place. 

The  examination  of  the  progress 
made  in  the  study  of  the  native  lan- 
guages in  the  college  of  Fort  William, 
established  for  that  purpose,  is  another 
of  the  peaceful  objects  of  Lord  Minto's 
attention  in  the  early  part  of  this  year. 
The  familiar  acquisition  of  those  lan- 
guages, although  in  future,  and  per- 
haps not  very  distant  times,  it  may 
become  less  remarkable,  is  yet,  in  the 
infancy  of  the  establishment,  mattter 
of  much  interest  j  for  it  is  only  by 
protecting  and  cherishing  the  first 
steps,  thai  the  grand  strides  of  future 
titnes  can  be  drawn  forth.  I'he  care 
bestowed  by  Lord  Minto  on  this  ob- 
ject, is  peculiarly  pleasing,  nor  less  so 
is  his  eloquence  in  describing  the  at- 
tainments of  the  several  students,  en- 
titled to  the  notice  of  the  visitorial 
chair.  His  lordship  subsequently  ad- 
verts to  the  printing  of  several  of  the 
most  important  native  works,  by  which 
£uropean  publicity  will  be  given  to 
the  hitherto  hidden,  or  at  least  par- 
tially known,  treasures  of  oriental 
wisdom.  There  is  the  greater  pleasure 
on  this  part  of  his  lordship*s  adminis- 
tration, as  we  shall  have  soon  to  follow 
him,  reluctantly,  into  that  maze  of 
dissension,  wherein  he  afterwards  in- 
volved himself  at  Madras. 

Before  closing  the  separate  history 
of  Bengal  for  this  year,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  mention  two  events  which 
were  omitted  1n  their  proper  places. 
One  was  the  introduction  of  vaccina- 
tion into  the  Seik  cotjnfiies,  by  means 
of  the  expedition  against  Runjeit 
Sing,  and  the  opportunities  subse- 
queiuly  afforded  by  pacific  arrange- 
ments with  that  chieftain.  The  other 
was  the  appearance  of  Aetocke,  Prin- 
cess of  New  Zealand,  at  Calcutta, 
and  her  presentation  to  the  governor- 
general  by  commodore  Hayes  j  on 
which  occasion  the  Princess  shewed 
much  intelligence,  and  indeed  sotB$ 
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« egrce  of  dignity,  as  well  as  conslde- 
rible  progress  in  the  acquisition  of  the 
English  language.  Fronn  such  minute 
beginnings^  frequently  the  most  im- 
portant consequences  have  been  found 
to  arise. 

The  reader  will  now  direct  his 
attention  to  Bombay,  passing  over, 
for  the  present,  the  transactions  of  the 
intermediate  presidency  of  Madras, 
which,  from  their  importance  and  in- 
terest, demand,  and  will  receive,  a 
separate  consideration. 

The  pirates,  in  the  Persian  Gulph, 
bad  for  some  time  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  government  on  that  side  of 
India,  by  their  molestation  and  ob- 
struction of  the  country  trade  5  and 
their  numbers  and  boldness  had  in- 
creased of  late  to  such  a  degree,  that 
it  became  necessary  to  fit  out  a  force, 
to  paNsue  them  into  their  haunts,  and 
to  disable  them  from  further  mischief. 
The  enterprise  was  in  a  manner  forced 
upon  the  local  government  by  the  par- 
ticular outrage  practised  on  the  crew  of 
a  British  ship,  the  Minerva,  captain 
Hopwood,  recendy  captured.  The 
male  prisoners,  with  a  barbarity  rarely 
equalled,  were  all  compelled  to  em- 
brace the  Mahoinmedan  faith,  and 
were  obliged  to  submit  themselves  to 
(he  most  minute  initiatory  ceremonies, 
attendant  on  the  induction  of  mem- 
bers within  the  pale  of  the  Mahomme- 
dan  church.  Three  ladies  were  treated 
with  a  brutality  that  cannot  be  de- 
scribed with  decency  or  temper. 

The  expedition  destined  to  the 
Gulph  was  not  long  employed  in  in- 
flicting due  chastisement  upon  the 
authors  of  these  outrages.  The  first 
place  visited  by  the  expedition  was  the 
fort  of  Mallia,  in  the  province  of  Kut- 
tywar,  situated  in  the  dejxiulenciesof 
the  Guicowar,  a  prince  in  alliance  with 
the  British  government,  but  unable  to 
retain  in  order  or  subjection  these  des- 
perate marauders,  who  had,  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  defended  themselves  in 
this  haunt  against  the  utmost  efforts  of 
the  native  power.  The  expedition, 
commanded  by  lieut.-col.  Walker,  ar- 
rived in  front  of  the  place  in  the  first 
week  in  August,  and  immediately  pre^ 
pared  to  take  it  by  f  tonn.    The  storm- 


ing party  consisted  of  about  six-hundred 
men,  taken  from  different  regiments, 
followed  by  the  remainder  as  a  reserve, 
the  whcle  i^d  by  a  forlorn  hope,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-five  Europeans,  un- 
der captain  John  M*Kenzie,  of  tlie 
Bombay  European  regiment,  and  lieu- 
tenant Newman  of  H.  M.  56th  regt, 
who  gallantly  volunteered  their  ser- 
vices. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  Au- 
gust this  force  arrived,  after  a  long  and 
fatiguing  march,  in  front  of^e  fort, 
which  was  immediately  summoned  to 
surrender;  but  the  garrison,  relying 
on  the  strength  of  the  place,  rejected 
the  summons  in  terms  of  vaunting 
defiance.  The  fortifications  were,  in- 
deed, very  strong,  and  the  enemy,  en- 
couraged by  former  successes,  and 
desperately  bent  on  the  most  deter- 
mined resistance,  had  secured  the  wall 
against  the  expected  attack  of  the 
British  troops  by  a  strong  embank- 
ment of  earth  and  brushwood.  All 
expectation  of  obtaining  peaceable 
possession  being  precluded,  the  guns 
opt^ned  their  fire  on  the  place  in  the" 
morning  of  the  8th,  at  day  light,  and 
by  three  o'clock  the  siime  day  the 
breach  was  reported  practicable.  A 
little  before  four  the  storming  party 
advanced  to  the  assault,  and  ru-jhed 
into  the  breach,  which  captain  M  Ken- 
zie  was  the  first  to  enter.  They  were 
gallantly  seconded,  and  in  less  than 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  mount- 
ing the  breach  the  whole  of  the  town 
was  in  their  po^^session.  The  most 
difficult  part  of  the  enterprizc,  how- 
ever, remained  to  be  still  etfectcd,  for 
the  enemy  had  retired  into  the  inner 
fort,  which  was  inaccessiole  to  assault, 
-and  there  they  appeared  determined  to 
defend  themselves  to  the  last  extre- 
mity. The*guns  were  brought  up, 
and  "the  fire  again  opened ;  but  the 
evening  being  too  far  advanced  to 
make  any  impression,  the  troops 
contented  themselves  with  keeping 
possession  of  the  works  of  the  town 
during  the  night,  and  holding  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  renew  their  bol- 
der ^nterprizes  on  the  return  <A'  dpy. 
It  was  then,  however,  found  that  the 
e^emy  had  retired  byDfQO#6   po;{ 
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under  cover  of  the  darkness,  leavine  a 
few  men  in  the  fort  to  keep  up  an 
occasional  fire  so  as  to  prevent  a  pre- 
mature discovery  of  ihe  evacuation. 
On  the  morning  of  the  gih,  at  an  early 
hour,  the  British  troops  marched  in, 
and  took  possession  of  the  place. 
This  achievement,  accomplished  by  the 
first  impression  of  British  bravery  in 
the  attack  of  the  town,  was  justly  re- 
garded as  of  beneticial  importance, 
not  onl<g  in  the  dislodgment  of  the 
banditti,  and  the  occupation  of  their 
land,  but.  by  the  terror  of  the  invinci- 
ble prowess  of  the  British  arms, 
which  the  fugitives  would  spread  far 
and  wide  amidst  the  yet  violent  and 
untamed  tribes  of  Guzerat.  The  loss 
sustained  by  the  captors  was  numeri- 
cally small ;  but  it  is  painful  to  include 
in  it  captain  M'Kenzie,  the  brave  lea- 
der of  tke  storming  party,  and  cap- 
tain Wilkinson,  who,  having  passed 
unhurt  through  all  the  dangers  of  tlie 
assault,  dropped  down  ovt^rpowered  by 
exertion  and  fatigue  under  the  oppres- 
sion of  a  sultry  day. 

In  order  to  pursue  these  depredators 
into  their  most  remote  fortresses,  and 
to  destroy  their  fleet  and  stores,  ano- 
ther expedition  was  dispatched  at  a 
later  period  of  the  year  into  the  Gnlpb. 
The  naval  force  employed  on  this  oc- 
casion was  commanded  by  captain 
Wainwright  of  the  Chiffonn6  frigate, 
and  consisted  of  that  ship,  and  the 
Caroline,  captain  Gordon,  Vestal,  and 
Strombolo  bomb,  with  some  cruizers 
and  transports.  The  land  forces  under 
lieutenant-colonel  Smith,  were  his 
majesty's  6.5th  regiment,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  84th  attached  to  it,  and  a 
party  of  the  company's  artillery.  A 
battalion  of  marines  was  added  on  the 
landing.  On  the  15th  September  the 
Strombolo  foundered,  and  two  officers 
and  fourteen  men  unfortunately  went 
down  in  her.  The  Caroline,  which  had 
been  dispatched  to  collect  the  boats 
that  were  to  be  furnished  by  the 
Imaun  of  Maskat,  as  wel  as  other 
means  of  assistance,  not  having  re- 
turned at  the  expected  time  to  the 
appointed  rendezvous,  ofF  the  Bom- 
bareck  rock,  it  became  necessary  for 
the  Caroline  to  proceed  with  the  whole 


of  the'  expedition  to  Maskat  wBere 
the  Caroline  and  transports  anchored 
on  the  23d  of  October,  and  were 
joined  by  the  cruizers  which  had  been 
sent  off  to  complete  their  water  at 
convenient  stations.  The  Caroline 
joined  two  days  after.  But  the  Ves- 
tal had  been  sent  to  the  Euphrates  to 
give  convoy  to  some  valuable  vessels 
thence  to  Maskat.  This  was  a  serious 
diminution  of  the  strength  of  the  ex- 
pedition, inasmuch,  as  the  Vestal  had 
on  board  her  twenty- two  artillery  men, 
being  the  whole,  with  the  exception 
of  eight  of  the  remaining  force  of  that 
description,  attached  to  the  expedition. 

On  a  conference  with  the  Imaun  of 
Maskat,  he  declined  giving  any  assis- 
tance but  boats  and  pfkks,  under  an 
impression  that  the'  foi-c^'sent  on  the 
expedition  was  inadequate  to  the  ob- 
ject, and  particularly  to  the  landing 
for  the  destruction  of  the  piratical  na- 
vy, which  could  not,  in  bis  opinion^ 
be  effected  by  less  than  lO.OOO  men  ; 
the  Bedouin  Arabs,  to  the  number  of 
20,000,  being  at  hand  to  assist  the 
pirates. 

Neither  this  representation,  nor  the 
caution  of  the  Imaun  in  withholding 
active  aid,  could  alter  the  determina- 
tion of  the  commanders  to  proceed  to 
the  execution  of  the  objects  given  in 
charge  to  them.  On  the  11th  Novem- 
ber, the  expedition  arrived  without  any 
accident  off  Rus-ul-Kima,  jhe  port 
and  arsenal  of  the  pirates.  The 
British  ship  Minerva,  mentioned  as 
having  been  taken  by  the  pirate's,  was 
at  an  anchor  in  the  harbour,  manned 
and  armed,to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
defence  of  the  place.  When  the  expe- 
dition had  come  to  anchor,  the  Miner- 
va was  run  on  the  beach,  where  she 
was  converted  into  a  fixed  battery, 
flanked  by  a  nine-pounder,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  people  from  the  town, 
armed  with  matchlocks.  After  receiv- 
ing two  or  three  broadsides,  however, 
the  unfortunate  vessel  was  deserted  by 
the  Arabs,  and  set  on  fire  before  the 
boats  sent  to  take  possession  of  her  got 
near.  She  was  completely  burnt  in  a 
few  hours.  Some  little  loss  was  sus- 
tained during  this  service,  by  the  vessel 
employed  to  go  in  and  fire  on  the  Mi* 
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Hwva  (the  Prince  of  Wales.)  The  next 
day,  the  ]  2th,  was  employed  in  making 
preparations  for  the  landing.    On  the 
13th^  at  day-break  the  attack  was  com* 
mcDced^    by    the   marine     battalion, 
at  one  end  of  the    town,    to  attract 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  ;  while  colonel 
Smith,  with  the  Europeans,  landed  at 
the  oiher  end.     The  troops  effected 
their  landing  under  a  sma^t  (ire  from 
the  trenches   along  Uje  shore  $     but 
as  soon  as  they  gQt^ppting,  the  pirates 
retired  into  tliei.jiown,  and  took  their 
stations  in  cqijpealed  places,  and  on  the 
tops  of  hou^,  whence  they  kept  up  a 
galling  fireyj;>ut  without  doing  much 
execntion.  ^^^The  assault  was,    how- 
ever, conducted  with  such  vigour,  that 
by  noon  the  en<>ttiy  were  driven  quite 
out  of  the  townyand  the  union  flag 
flying  over   it.     All   their  guns  were 
spiked,  their  magazines  blown  up,  and 
their  flotilla,  consisting  of  about  seventy 
vessels,  large  and  small,  on  fire.    The 
place  contained  considerable  stores  of 
coflee  and  dates  :  but  the  object  of  the 
expedition  being  accomplished  in  the 
destruction  of  the  fleet,   fortifications, 
guns,  and  ammunition,  colonel  Smith 
considered  Ita  duty  to  disregard  all  mat- 
tersof  prize  and  emolument,  and  to  re- 
embark  the  men  before  night,  so  as  to 
secare  them  from  ar^y  accident  that 
might  arise  from  straggling  in  search  of 
pi  nder,  amidst  an  enraged  population, 
and  along  a  shore  covered  with  burn- 
ing ships-     The   re-embarkation   was 
effected    without   loss,  and  the  only 
casualty  sustained  in  the  whole  service 
was  the  single  death  of  captain  Dance, 
of  the  65th  regiment.    The  enemy  had 
fi'om  150  to  200  killed,  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  burying  whom  they  were  seen 
the  next  morning,  with  every  sign  of 
distraction  and  desolation,  amidst  the 
horning  vessels,  and  the  annihilation 
of  all  then  meansof  further  plunder. 
Notwithstanding  the  haste  of  the  re- 
embarkation,  and  the  precautions  againsit 
(^gglirig t:tsed  by  colonel  Smith,  i»eve- 
ral  soldiers  contrived  to  pick  up  intn% 
valuables  ;  and  one  private  uf  tU^  o5'li 
regiment  was  said  to  have  iounJ  I400 
gold  mohurs.       Several  cluri,,    qua- 
drants, and  books,  were  tound,  hav- 
ing ia  tbem  the  name  of  the  unfuriui 


Date  captain  Hopwood  of    the    Mi- 
nerva. 

Mrs.  Taylor,  one  of  the  ladies  taken 
in  that  ship,  had  sailed  for  Bushire 
the  day  before  the  expedition  appeared 
in  sight. 

After  this  signal  success  the  expedi- 
tion proceeded  to  extirpate  the  pirates 
from  their  minor  settlements,  and  with 
such  success  that  they  have  not  sinco 
been  able  to  renew  their  depredations. 
Their  chief  very  narrowly  escaped  from 
Rus-ul-Khima  by  flying  on  horseback  \ 
when  the  place  was  first  possessed. 

The  other  expedition,  which  comes 
under  the  Bombay  head  of  this  register, 
was  directed  against  a  more  respectable 
enemy,  and  was  designed  partly  to 
capture  some  of  the  enemys  ships,  and 
destroy  his  naval  stores  and  arsenals, 
and  partly  as  an  experiment,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  practicability, 
and  facilitate  the  objects  of  landing  a 
sufficient  force  at  a  future  period  on  the 
Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  so  a^  to 
reduce  those  settlements  u  der  the  Bri- 
tish government,  as  has  ^mce  been  hap» 
pily  effected.  The  town  batteries, 
forts,  and  shipping,  of  St.  Paul's,  in  the 
Isle  (if  Bourbon,  were  the  immediate 
objects  of  the  attack.  For  this  purpose 
the  troops,  consisting  of  368  officers 
and  men,  were  embarked  on  the  l6th 
September,  from  Fort  Duncan,  in 
the  little  island  of  Rodriguez,  some 
time  previously  occupied,  on  board  his 
majesty's  ships  Nereide  and  Otter,  and 
company's  cruizer  Wasp.  This  force 
formed  a  junction  on  the  18th,  oflf 
Port  Louis,  in  the  Isle  of  France,  with- 
his  maje<ity*s  ships  the  Haisonable, 
commodore  Rowley,  and  Sirius,  cap- 
tain Pym.  On  the  morning  of  the 
J  9th,  the  troops,  with  the  seamen  des- 
tined for » lie  attack,  amounting  to  604, 
were  sent  on  board  the  Nereide,  and 
lev  ar  is  the  evening  the  squadron  stood 
for  the  Isle  of  Bourbon.  On  the 
morning  of  tlie  20di,  the  squadron  be- 
ing off  the  east-end  of  that  island,  the 
piau  of  attack,  with  accompanying 
instructions,  was  communicated  lo  the 
othcers  entrusted  with  the  charge  of 
columns  by  the  commander  of  the 
forces.  At  live  o'clock,  A.  M.  a 
lauding  was    effected   a  little  to  the 
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iouthward,  of  Point  Calotte,  seven 
miles  from  St.  Paul's,  by  a  rapid  march  : 
a  causeway  that  crosses  the  lake  be- 
tween the  point  and  the  town,  and 
affords  the  best  means  of  defence,  was 
seized  before  the  approach  or  landing 
was  discovered.  Having  gained  the 
strongest  defence  the  assailants  made 
themselves  easy  masters  of  the  first 
and  second  batteries,  Lamboucheu  and 
La  Centier,  which  were  in  our  posses- 
iion  by  seven  o'clock.  .  Captain  Wil- 
loughby,  of  the  royal  navy,  who  took 
possessiion  of  them  with  a  detachment 
of  about  100  seamen,  employed  to  aid 
the  troops  on  shore,  immediately  turned 
the  gnus  upon  the  enemy's  shipping, 
from  which  the  troops  h^d  been  much 
annoyed  in  their  advance,  by  a  well- 
directed  fire,  principally  of  grape-shot. 
A  thiid  battery,  called  La-Neuf,  was 
next  to  be  attacked,  and  this  service 
was  undertaken  by  the  second  column 
under  captain  Imlack,  consisting  of  142 
men  of  the  second  bait al ion,  2d  regi- 
ment of  Bombay  Native  infantry,  and 
twelve  Europeans.  In  his  march  from 
La  Centier  to  this  attack,  captain  Im- 
lack fell  in  with  the  whole  of  the  ene- 
my's force,  strongly  posted  behind  stone 
walls,  with  eiglit  six  pounders  upon 
their  flanks.  C:iptain  Inilack  did  nut 
hesitate  a  moment  to  charge  the  enemy, 
in  this  strong  position  j  the  charge  was 
executed  in  the  most  gallant  manner, 
but  still  the  enemy  maintained  their 
position.  Captain  Hanna,  of  the  5(3ih 
regiment,  was  ordered  wiih  the  third 
column  to  support  captain  Imlack. 
Captain  Hanna  again  charged  the  ene- 
my and  took  two  of  his  guns.  The 
action,  however,  becan)e  warm  and 
general, but  the  event  was  never  doubt- 
ful. The  enemj,  however,  drew  all 
the  aid  they  could  from  their  other 
posts  and  from  their  ships,  withdraw- 
ing above  100  troops  of  the  line  lr(;in 
La  Caroline.  It  was  now  judged  pio- 
per  to  spike  the  guns  of  the  t.vo  first 
batteries,  Lamboucheu  and  La  Centier, 
and  to  cause  the  third.  La  Neuf,  to  be 
occupied  by  the  seamen.  By  this  ma 
noeuvre  a  considerable  additional  force 
was  rendered  disposable  in  action  j  atid, 
-on  its beingbrought  up^the  enemy  aft«r 


a  gallant  resistance,  were  compcllwl  to 
give  way,  leaving  the  rest  of  their  gnns 
in  possession  of  captain  Forbes  and  the 
reserve.  The  fourth  and  fifth  batteries. 
La  Pierre   and   La  Caserre,  were  then 
carried  and  their  lire  turned  on  the  ene 
my's  shipping.       By   half- past    eight 
oVlock,  the  town,  with  all  the  batteries 
magazines,  eight  brass  field  pieces,  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  men,  and  heavy 
iron  guns  6f  different  calibres,  and  all 
the  public  stores,  were  in  our  possession. 
As  soon  as   the  ships  of  the  squadron 
observed   that  the  firing   had  ceased, 
and  that  the  British  forces  were  trium- 
phant, they  stood  in,  led  by  the  Sirius, 
captain  Pym,  and  opened  their  fire  upon 
the  enemy's  ships,  which   they  could 
not  venture  to  attack  before,  lest  their 
shot  should   annoy    the  British  troops 
who  were  within  range.     The  vigour 
of  their  attack  now  soon  overpowered 
resistance,     and  the  enemy's    frigate 
La   Caroline  struck.     The  company's 
ships  Europa  and  Streatham,  previously 
captured  by  the  enemy,  were  also  taken 
on  this  occasion.     The  defences  being 
destroyed,  and  the  town  being  com. 
pletely  commanded  by  the  ships,  it  was 
judged   right  to  re-embark  the  troops, 
which   was  accordingly   carried    into 
execution  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  even* 
ing.       But  on  the  following  day,   the 
enemy  having  appeared  in  force  upon 
the   hills,  while  a  heavy  column  was 
observed    advancing  from   St.  Denys, 
under  the  command  of  Des  Bruly,  the 
governor,  it  was  thought  right  imiDe- 
diately   to  land  a  sufficient  force  to  de- 
stroy all  public  property.  7'he  marines 
and   some  seamen   were    accordingly 
sent  on  shore,  and  performed  this  ser- 
vice without  delay.     The  next  morn- 
ifig  the  troops   were  again  put  into  the 
boats  to  land,  and  receive  the  enemy's 
aiiack,  but  it  was  found  that  they  had 
rctirrd  in  the  night.     Mr.  St.  Michel, 
the   cou-jmander  of  the  place,  entered 
into  an  arrangement  to  deliver  up  all 
remaining  public  property,   which  was 
quietly  embiirked  on  board  the  Streath- 
am and   Furopa,  which  ships  were  re- 
placed under  their  former  commanders, 
till   then  kept  prisoners  in  the  iiilaiid. 
The  interval  from  the  25th  to  the  28th 
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September,  was  employed  i»  shipping 
these  stores,  and  completiog  the  work 
of  military  destruction. 

The  convention  agreed  upon  for  the 
purpose  was  strictly  observed  by  Mr. 
St.  Michel,  with  whom  the  business 
entirely  rested,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  his  superior.  General  Des 
Brulys,  by  a  pistol-shot  from  his  own 
hand.  The  reason  assigned  for  this 
rash  act  was  an  unwillingness  to  be 
responsible  for  measures  which  he  was 
not  allowed  to  direct,  and  which  he 
could  not  controuL  He  recommended 
his  wife  and  children  to  the  huoianity 
of  his  survivors. 

The  expedition  having  thps  ably  and. 
succetsiiilly accomplished  its  object8,the 
squadron  returned  with  the  forces,  and 
the  q^ptured  and  recaptured  ships,  to 
Rodriguez.  The  governor  of  Bombay 
in  council  paid  a  just  tribute  of  public 
thanks  to  the  conduct  and  gallantry  of 
tiie  commander,  and  of  the  subordi- 
nate officers,  troops,  and  seamen  em- 
ployed. 

These  military  achievements  have 
been,  in  every  instance,  successful ; 
and,  as  already  observed,  bear  every 
characteristic  of  skill  in  the  comman- 
den,  and  valour  in  the  men.  Still 
they  are  minute  and  detached ;  and  do 
not  present  an  object  that  can  be  asso- 
ciated with  our  general  ideas  of  the 
dignity  of  war.  They  seem  but  afiairs 
of  posts  and  of  police,  while  the  expense 
attending  them  wa&  equal,  if  not  supe- 
rior, to  that  of  a  general  campaign. 
These  minor  objects,  however,  were 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  security 
and  tranquillity,  to  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  exertions  on  a  greater  scale  in 
some  cases,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for 
fbem  in  othersj  as  m  the  case  of  the 
Lie  of  Bourbon. 

During  the  periods  occupied  by  the 
events  which  we  have  ivarrated,  the 
company's  immediate  trade  suffered 
most  materially  by  the  loss  of  several 
ships.  The  Streatharo,  Europe,  Charl- 
ton, and  United  Kingdom,  were  cap- 
lured  by  the  enemy's '  cruizers.  The 
Asia  struck  on  a  bank  in  the  Hoogly, 
and  toundered.  The  Ardaseer,  one  of 
the  largest  ships  built  at  Bombay,  was 
burnt  in  that  harbour,and  several  smaller 


vessels  were  lost  in  tempests,  or  taken 
by  the  pirates  of  the  Persian  Gulph 
and  ojf  Mallia. 

Without  entering  into  the  details  of 
these  los^s,  which  will  be  found  in 
fheir  proper  places  in  the  catalogue  of 
occurrences,  it  may  be  proper  to  notice 
summarily  the  most  striking  particu- 
lars. 

The  Europe  and  Streatham  were 
returning  to  England  with  the  Mo- 
narch, Earl  Spencer,  and  Lord  Keith, 
when,  on  the  25th  of  May,  ihey  parted 
company  with  their  convoy,  his  Majes- 
ty's ship  Victor,  captain  Stopford. 
Soon  after,  captain  Hawes,  of  the  Mo- 
narch,, made  the  signal  that  his  ship 
had  a  leak,  which  was  found  so  danger- 
ous, that,  on  a  consultation  of  all  the 
captains,  he  was  ordered  to  bear  away 
for  Prince  of  Wales's  island,  and,  as  it 
was  judged  un'>afe  to  allow  him  to 
proceed  alone,  the  Earl  Spencer  was 
thereupon  ordered  to  accompany  the 
Monarch,  and  thus  there  remained 
only  the  Europe,  Streatham,  and  Lord 
Keith  in  company  on  the  31st  May, 
when  they  fell  in  with  the  French  fri- 
gate La  Caroline,  commanded  by 
Monsieur  Ferretier,  lieu  tenant  de  Vais- 
seau,  in  Latitude  9.  15.  N.  Longitude 
90.  30.  £.  The  company's  ships, 
though  their  crews  were  made  up 
chiefly  of  foreign  Europeans  and  las- 
cars,  defended  themselves  with  great 
gallantry,  till  they  were  so  much  cut 
in  their  rigging,  that  the  frigate  was 
enabled  to  pour  in  her  fire  on  them  in 
such  positions'  as  she  thought  proper, 
when  the  Chinese  and  foreign  Euro- 
peans, particularly  the  Portuguese, 
could  no  longer  bfe  liept  to  the  guns, 
by  any  exeriion  of  the  officers.  I'wo  of 
the  ships  were  in  consequence  compel- 
led to  strike,  but  ibey  were  in  so 
shattered  a  condition,  that  the  frigate 
was  under  the  necessity  of  staying  by 
them,  and  thus  the  lord  Keith  was 
furniiihed  with  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing an  effort  to  escape,  of  which  slfll 
availed  herself,  and  got  clear  off — 
The  Venus  however  went  in  chase  of 
her.  The  passengers  and  crews  of  the 
Charlton  and  United  Kingdom  we» 
put  on  board  a  cartel  and  ordered  to 
make  for  Perang— butbeuifuiiahbl 
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make  that  port>  she  directed  her  course 
to  Vizagapatam. 

The  Asia,  captain  Tremenhere,  was 
lost  abreast  of  Mud  Point,  in  Diamond 
harbour,  on  the  1st  of  June,  by  striking 
on  a  shifting  sand.  Every  exertion 
was  made  to  get  her  off,  but  to  00  pur- 
pose, and  on  the  2d,  at  half  past  two, 
A.  M.  when  it  was  found  that  the 
ship  was  full  and  going  to  pieces,  the 
people  were  taken  out,  and  she  was 
left  to  her  fate.  Very  little  of  the 
cargo  was  saved.  No  blame  attached 
to  the  captain  or  crew,  who  were  im- 
mediately appointed  to  a  company's 
frigate,  built  at  Penang. 

The  Charlton  and  United  Kingdom 
were  taken  on  the  1 8th  November,  in 
latitude  5  N.  longitude,  92  E.  pro- 
ceeding to  Bengal,  by  the  French 
frigates.  La  Venus,  captain  Hameln, 
of  46'  guns  and  380  men,  and  La 
Manche,  captain  Donaldeguy,  of  the 
same  force,   and    a    corvette    of  16 


guns.     The  action  was  begun  at  10, 
A.  M.  by,one  of  the  frigates,  which 
sheered    off   in    consequence  of  the 
warm  reception  she  met.     The  Wind- 
ham bore  the  brunt  of  this  business, 
but  when  the  action  was  renewed,  she 
kept  aloof,  in  a  manner  that  is  point-  . 
ediy  animadverted  upon  by  the  com- 
manders of  the  captured  ships.    The 
same  frigate   renewed   the  action  with 
the  Charlton  and  United  Kingdom,  but 
was  again  beaten  off.     At  night,  both 
frigates  attacked  the  Charlton  and  Uni* 
ted  Kingdom    again,  Cihe    Windham 
making  off  under  a  press  of  sail,)  when 
those  two  ships,  being  totally  disabled, 
were  compelled  to  surrender. 

These  successive  events  are  all  that 
were  proposed  to  be  noticed  in  the  pre- 
sent chapter,  so  that  we  are  at  liberty 
to  pursue  the  separate  transactions  of 
another  portion  of  the  British  posses- 
sions, which  would  seem  to  require  a 
peculiar  and  distinct  attention. 
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QHAPTER  II, 


Account  of  the  progress  ofSlr  G.  H.  Barlow  in  the  East  India  company's  service-^ 
appointed  chief  secretary  tb  the  supreme  govcrnnncnt — nominated  by  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
lesley  a  member  of  council — crraicd  a  baronet — succeeds,  on  ihc  dea'h  of  the  marquis 
Cornwallis,  as  governor-general  of  Indi«j— struggle  of  ihe  court  of  directors,  with  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Fox  and  lord  Grenvillc,  to  retain  him  in  that  office — ihe  nomination 
of  lord  Lauderdale  opposed-*-and  lord  Mmto  ultimately  appointed,  on  a  compromi^  on 
behalf  of  Sir  G.  H  Barlow,  who  is  named  to  the  government  of  Fort  Si.  George— receives 
the  order  of  knighthood  of  the  Bath—proceeds  to  Madras,  and  supersedes  Mr.  Petrie— • 
Sir  G.  H.  Barlow  proposes  the  abolition  of  the  tent  contract — short  account  of  that  con- 
tract—colonel Capper,  the  adjutant-general,  ordered  to  notify  the' abolition  to  the  army— 
his  representation  thereon— hesitation  of  the  governor  to  carry  it  into  rffeci — colonel 
Capper  suggests  a  meliorated  plan,  which  is  not  received — contract  ordered  to  be  abo- 
lished^-^upposed  mismanagement  in  the  grain  department  detected — Mr.  Sherson,  the 
gentleman;  in  charge,  suspended  from  his  ofBcc  without  any  previous  inquiry— the  accounts 
of  the  grain  department  afterwards  submitted  to  the  civil  editor,  who  reports  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Sherson-<-the  report  of  the  auditor  sent  back  for  revision — returned  to  the  govern- 
ment ui>altered — regarded  as  a  species  of  contumacy— Mr.  C.  Smih,  the  auditor,  removed 
in  consequence  from  his  office,  and  appointed  a  judge  in  one  of  tht*  northern  provinces- 
resigns  the  office,  and  proceeds  to  England — Mr,  Sherson  sus|->endcd  the  service — Sir  G. 
H.  Barlow  becomes  generally  unpopular — right  of  suspension  incidentally  considered- 
Governor  interferes  in  criminal  prosecutions  growing  out  of  the  inquiry  into  the  nabob  of 
Arcot'sdebis — information  preferred  against  Rc-ddy  Row  to  Mr.  Maitland,  ju«icc  of  the 
peace,  for  forgery— >he  is  in  consequence  apprehended-^bill  of  indictment  found  by  the 
grand  jury— he  is  tried  an4  convicted— Bailey,  a  witness  on  ibebt-halfof  Rcddy  Row, 
tried  and  convicted  of  perjury — a  subsequent  bill  found  against  both  panics  for  conspira- 
cy, on  which  they  arc  also  found  guilty— the  defendants  supported  in  both  criminal  pro" 
ccedings,  on  the  application  of  the  commissioners  for  investigating  the  nabob's  debts,  by  the 
company's  advocate-general  and  solicitor — Mr.  Roebuck,  one  of  the  prosecutors  on  these 
trials,  removed  from  bis  office  of  mint-master  and  pay-master-g^neral — Mr.  Mainland's 
name  struck  out  ft;om  the  list  of  jus'ices — Messrs.  Grant  and  Strachey,  of  the  grand  jury, 
and  Messrs.  Oliver  and  Keene,  of  the  petty  jurv,  with  Mr.  Wood,  summarily  removed 
from  their  offices — Mr.  Justice  Sullivan's  opinion  on  these  proceedings— the  quarter-* 
master-general's  report,  in  respect  to  the  abolition  of  the  tent  contract,  discovered  dnd  viewed 
in  ao  adverse  light  by  commanding  officers  of  corps — charges  preferred  against  the  framer 
of  it — the  quarter-master-general  is  placed  under  arrest  by  general  M*Dowall— fcleased  by 
the  government — arguments  referable  to  the  charge — the  commander-in-chief's  protest 
against  the  release  of  lieutenant-colonel  Monro— publishes  a  farewell  address  to  the  army-^ 
also  a  rcprimaod  on  the  qiiancr-mastcr-gcneral— the  commandfi-in-chicf  and  major  Bok 
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the  deputy  adjutant-g^n.  suspended  in  consequence  of  such  order— general  M'DowaH's  depar- 
ture from  Madras — adjutant-general  aUo  suspended  for  the  like  cause-— brief  examination  of 
Sir  G.  H.  Barlow's  general  policy — hostilities  threatened  from  Tranvancore. 


The  affairs  of  the  presidency  of  Fort 
St.  George,  duriog  the  interval. era- 
braced  by  the  preceding  chapter,  were 
HQore  interesting  and  more  critical  than 
the  concerns  of  the  sister  presidencies. 
At  these  cannot  be  considered  without 
the  recurrence,  almost  in  every  page, 
of  the  name  of  Sir  George  Barlow^  a 
prorotnect  and  busy  actor,  it  may  not 
be  unseasonable  to  take  a  short  view 
of  the  circumstances,  conducive  to 
and  attendant  on  his  appointment  to 
the  government  of  Madras. 

Thi^  gentleman,  like  all  the  civil 
servants  of  the  company,  proceeded  to 
Calcutta  at  a  very  enrly  age  5  and  hav- 
ii^  diligently  discharged  the  minor 
offices  of  the  service,  was  nominated, 
in  due  course,  to  tbe  important  charge 
of  the  chief  secretariship  of  the  supreme 
government,  in  which  be  appears  to 
nave  acquitted  himself  most  satisfac- 
torily, during  the  long  and  important 
ftdministrarion  of  the  marquis  Welles- 
ley.  He  was  afterwards  taken  by  this 
nobleman,  without  personal  suit  or 
applfcation,  from  the  secretary's  desk, 
and  placed  on  the  same  seat  with  him- 
self at  the  council  table.  This  un* 
sought  preferment  seems  of  itself  to 
infer  some  eminent  qualities  in  the  ob- 
ject of  it.  The  local  knowledge  of 
Sir  George  Barlow,  or,  more  properly 
tpeaking,his  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  peculiar  interests  of  the  East  India 
company r  within  the  province  of  his 
original  destination,  has  never  been 
denied,  and  in  the  application  of  bis 
peculiar  information  to  4 be  cares  of 
his  new  office,  tl:e  views  of  his  noble 
patron  appear  to  have  been  fully  and 
substantially  .  answered.  6ir  George 
Barlow,  as  an  oHRcial  member  of  the 
supreme  government,  was  the  active, 
steady,  and  uniform  supporter  of  the 
general  policy,  which  it  would  be  fo- 
reign from  the  present  purpose  to  treat,, 
of  the  governor-general  of  India. 

Through  the  further  exertions  of 
the  favour  of  the  marquis  Welle^ley, 


the  new  member  of  council  was  after- 
wards  distinguished  by  a  more  perma- 
nent badge  of  honour,  than  is  in  the 
power  of  the  East  India  company  to 
bestow — the  hereditary  title  of  baronet. 

On  the  reappointment  of  the  mar- 
quis Comwallis  to  the  supreme  go- 
vernment. Sir  George  Barlow  felt  him- 
self as  much  disposed  to  adopt  the 
distinct  policy  of  that  pVudent  and  vene- 
rable statesman,  as  of  his  more  ardent 
and  speculative  predecessor,  atid  had 
the  rare  and  almost  singular  good  for- 
tune of  uniting,  with  the  favour  of  the 
government  abroad,  the  protection  of 
the  constitute^  authorities  at  borne; 
so  that  on  the  death  of  the  marquis 
Cornwallis,  an  event  ever  to  be  re- 
gretted. Sir  George  Barlow  was  placed 
in  an  easy  and  expected  transition,  by 
the  effect  of  a  special  commission,  in 
the  chair  of  the  supreme  presidency. 
But  he  was  soon  removed,  by  the  fic- 
kleness of  fortune,  or  the  policy  of 
party,  from  his  enviable  seat.  He 
possessed  it,  however,  long  enough 
for  the  declaration  of  a  system  of  eco- 
nomy and  reform,  on  which  he  pro- 
posed, or  professed  a  disposition,  to 
regulate  the  general  concerns  of  the 
company;  a  declaration  which  he  knew, 
from  experience,  would  find  favour,  as 
it  had  uniformly  done,  with  the  exe- 
cutive body  in  England.  Either  from 
this  early  promise  of  the  government 
of  Sir  George  Barlow,  or  from  the 
value  of  his  precedent  services,  he  ac- 
quired sttcha reputation  in Leadenhall- 
street,  as  to  raise  an  influence  in  his 
behalf,  counteractive  for  awhile,  of  the 
fresh  and  full  power  of  a  new  ministry, 
whom  it  must  have  been  the  interest 
of  the  court  of  directors  to  conciliate 
on  their  accession  to  the  government 
of  the  country. 

The  office  of  governor-general  of 
India  has  always  been  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  lucrative  offices  holden  by 
a  British  subject,  and  it  has  of  late  been 
generally  granted,  if  not  of  right,  at 
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least  io  courtesy  cyr  commoD  policy^  at 
the  Domination  of  the  ministers  of 
the  crown. 

On  the  demise  of  Mr.  Pitt«  and  the 
dispersion  of  the  constituent  members 
of  his  administration,  the  persons  who 
succeeded,  aud  who  had  b^n  excluded 
for  a  long  reason  from  power,  were 
not  unmindful  of  the  advantage  and 
influence  to  be  derived  from  the  ap- 
pointment. In  the  arrangement  of 
j^ces,  among  many  claimants,  the 
office  of  governor-general,  though 
it  was  not  formally  vacant,  was  re- 
garded as  an  available  means  of  reward 
for  one  of  their  most  strenuous  and 
indefati^ble  supporters.  Indeed,  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  office,  and  its 
relation  to  our  general  foreign  polity, 
it  may  reasonably  be  viewed  as  inse- 
parable from  the  common  concern  and 
guardianship  of  the  national  administra- 
tion ;  and  hence,  the  possession  of  it 
has  commonly  fluctuated  with  the 
men  who  are  destined  to  conduct  the 
public  afl\iirs. 

The  hlarl  of  Lauderdale  was  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Fox  and  lord  Grenville 
to  succeed  to  the  chair  at  Calcutta  ; 
hot  the  court  of  directors  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon,  after  a  vigorous,  and 
protracted  negotiation,  to  acquiesce  in 
the  nomination,  nor  were  they  ulti- 
mately inclined  to  accept  a  second 
nominee,  but  on  mixed  stipulations, 
protective  of  the  rights  of  the  party  in 
actual  possession  of  the  government. 
It  was  at  length  adjusted  that  lord 
Minto  should  proceed  to  India  with 
the  title  of  governor-general,  and  that 
Sir  George  Barlow  should  be  sent  to 
the  subordinate  government  of  Madras ; 
and  in  order  to  render  the  retrograde 
step  less  ungrateful  to  the  feelings  of 
the  temporary  governor-general,  he 
received  the  additional  dignity  of  the 
knighthood  of  the  Bath,  frocii  the  hands 
of  his  successor  in  office. 

The  separate  policy  of  parties  might 
have  been  promoted,  but  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  the  interests  of  the 
company  were  advanced,  by  the  issue 
of  this  negotiation. 

The  attention  and  talents  of  Sir  G. 
Barlow,  had  hitherto  been  directed  to 


l^Mwal     /vKiA 


»K'.««k-  *l^^ 


and  new  pursuits,  and  these  to  be  cul* 
tivated,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  men  to  whom  he  was  an  utter 
stranger  3  of  whose  habits  he  could 
have  no  information ;  of  whose  cha- 
racters and  pretensions,  he  could  have 
ncf  pergonal  knowledge,  and  whose 
official  rules  and  customs  he  had  yet  to 
learn.  A  single  and  distinct  employ- 
ment, early  embraced  and  invariably 
pursued,  cut  off  from  society  at  large, 
and  the  knowledge  of  external  man- 
ners, however  it  may  qualify  the  offi- 
cer for  the  discharge  of  a  particular 
duty,  almost  necessarily  contracts  his 
views,  and  renders  hi^i  as  unfitted  for 
general  business,  in  the  degree  that  it 
recommends  him  in  his  peculiar  avoca- 
tion. Confined  to  the  boundaries  of 
Bengal,  their  proper  sphere,  the  talents 
of  Sir  G.  Barlow  might  have  been  use- 
ful to  himself,  and  profitable  to  his 
employers;  but  is  there  no  hazard 
if  transplanted  from  their  natural  soil, 
that  they  may  droop  in  a  foreign  land  ? 
At  all  events,  the  company*s  executive 
were  determined  on  this  experiment, 
and  it  remains  to  be  shown  from  the 
test  of  experience,  whether  it  has  been 
successful  or  otherwise.  The  trial  it- 
self could  not  be  made,  without  first 
clearing  the  ground  which  was  already 
occupied,  and  at  the  peril  of  displaying 
product  of  long  and  mature  growth. 

On  the  recal  of  lord  William  Ben- 
tinck  from  Fort  St.  George,  Mr.  Pe- 
trie,  the  first  member  of  the  council, 
succeeded,  by  a  similar  precautionary 
appointment,  with  that  possessed  by 
Sir  G.  Barlow,  to  the  temporary  charge 
of  the  Madras  government.  This  gen- 
tleman had  served  the  East  India  com- 
pany for  nearly  forty  years,  and  having 
toiled  through  all  the  gradations  of  the 
service,  had  arrived  at  last,  if  not  at 
the  bead,  at  the  second  office  in  the 
government.  Nay,  he  had  more  than 
once  been  selected  as  the  provisional 
governor  of  a  settlement,  in  which  he 
had  spent  almost  a  life;  and  in  the 
customs  and  interests  of  which  he 
must  consequently  be  presumed  to 
have  had  a  most  thorough  and  com- 
plete information.  This  gentleman,  of 
80  much  experience,  so  acknowledged 
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to  make  room  for  the  display  of  more 
conspicuous  talent,  drawn  from  a  re- 
piote  quarter,  and  applied  in  an  unat- 
te  i»,)'"il  spljeif  Mr.  Pt'trie1>  refnov- 
ed,  and  Sir  G  Harlow  is  in<Iucted, 
with  the  apparent  case  of  routine  suc- 
cession, into  his  vat  ant  seat. 

it  would  be  impo^sibie  to  fancy 
circumNtancei  more  striking  and  more 
jmpr  ssive  of  the  extraordinary  sense 
entertained  of  a  public  officer,  than 
the  circumstances  attendant  on  the 
appointment  of  Sir  G.  B  rlow  lo  the 
goiernment  of  Madras.  But  in  the 
proporiiijn  that  they  excite  an  interest, 
they  awaken  a  iivHy  curiosity  to  the 
acts  of  the  individual,  to  observe 
whether  they  are  worthy  of  the  repu- 
tation attaciied  to  him,  or  justify,  by 
their  ciiaracter,  the  unusual  patronage 
e>erted  on  his  behalf. 

Placed  in  this  commanding  point  of 
view,  wi.'h  anticipations  so  raised  as 
to  the  events  (>f  his  administration,  and 
with  an  unavoidable,  if  not  a  natural 
jealousy  of  jiis  proceedings,  the  new 
governor,  so  watclied  and  so  contc  tn- 
plated,  must  be  expected  to  step  with 
caution  and  circumspection.  A  liberal 
mind  must  wish  well  to  his  arduous 
undertaking,  and  that  he  nlay  sus- 
tain his  established  fame;  while  the 
candid  observer  will  view  with  leniency 
any  errors,  inio-which  he  may  casually 
fall,  if  the  tenor  of  his  conduct  be 
straight  and  pure. 

Sir  G  Barlow  arrived  at  Madras 
about  December,  I8O7,  or  early  in 
1808,  and  was  scarcely  introduced  into 
office,  before  he  was  called  upon  to 
give  efficacy  10  a  measure  of  reform  in 
the  military  system,  which  had  been 
planned  by  the  late  commnndor-in- 
chief  of  the  coast  army,  and  adopted 
by  his  immediate  predeccs>ors,  l(>rd 
William  Bentinck^  and  Mr.  Petrie. 
To  the  merits,  as  v/ell  of  the  plan 
itself,  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  intro- 
duction of  it,  the  supreme  govern- 
ment it  seems  had  given  their  con- 
current testimony  and  sanction.  Still, 
liQwever,  a  certain  nicety  was  de 
inanded  in  the  manner  of  carrying  the 
roposed  reform  into  execution,  from 
nterior  measures,  that  had  been  ad- 


dency ;  which  had  scarcely  left  tan. 
touched  any  one  source  of  advantage 
that  the  army  had  been  accustomed  to 
enjoy.  Within  a  very  short  distance 
from  the  date  liow  alluded  to,  the 
Bazar  allowances  had  been  abolished  ; 
and  the  commands,  before  exclusively 
exerci:^ed  by  the  company's  military 
servants,  had  been  indiscriminately 
thrown  open,  and,  if  report  maybe 
credited,  more  than  equally  shared, 
by  the  officers  of  a  separate  service. 
On  the  reforms  themselves,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  express  an  opinion  ;  but 
as  they  deprived  an  extensive  commu- 
nity of  their  known  and  admitted  emo- 
luments, they  might  be  supi>osed,  as 
the  event  shewed,  to  have  engendered 
some  acerbity  of  feeling,  which  had 
not  time  to  subside,  ere  another  more 
general  and  more  wide  regulatiou  was 
proposed,  which  seemed  to  infringe 
oi  the  only  remaining  object  of  pro- 
fit, left  lo  the  company's  officers  j  and 
it  was  required  ot  Sir  G.  Barlow,  in 
the  very  opening  of  his  government, 
to  execute  the  obnoxious  and  unpo- 
pular act  of  abolishing  the  tent  con- 
tract. As  this  was  not  etfected  with- 
out much  ap[)arent  emotion  through- 
out the  company's  army,  and,  as  it  ii 
said  to  have  hai  some  influence  on 
other  events  that  will  be  separately 
considered  hereafter,  it  may  neither 
be  superfluous,  nor  ont  of  place,  tr 
take  a  hasty  view  of  the  contract  it- 
self, and  the  immediate  consequence! 
attendant  xm  its  abolition. 

During  several  \^ars  with  the  Native 
powers  of  India,  and  more  especial!) 
during  the  last  campaign  of  the  mar- 
quis Cornwallis  with  Tippoo  Sultaun 
the  company  had  sulFered  a  very  con- 
siderable loss,  by  the  frequent  occur 
rence  of  the  capture  ot  public  catth 
and  camp  equipage.  The  amount  01 
the  whole  was  so  large,  as  to  make  1 
strong  impression  on  the  mind  of  lor< 
Cornwallis  at  the  time,  and  afterward 
on  general  Smarts  the  commander-in 
chiefof  the  Madras  army,  an  old  arn 
experienced  Soldier  in  Indian  warfare 
On  considering  the  nature  and  exten 
of  the  injury,  and  in  reflecting  on  j 
possible  or    practicable   remedy,     th< 
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descried  a  mode  of    furnishing  and  providing  and  carrying  the  tents  of  the 

coDveytng  the  necessary  field  equip-  Madras  army,  in  war  as  well  as  peace, 

roent,  at  less  expense,  and  Jess  risk  to  and  imposed  that  burthen  on  the  com- 

the  public  service,  than  the  course  then  manding  officers  of   corps,   allowing 

in  use.     The  general  supposed,  that  if  them  a  stipulated  consideration  for  the 

he  could  give  certain  individuals  a  par-  particular     service.      The    advantage 

ticular  interest  in  the  equipage,  and  suggested  in  this  novel  regulation,  was 

the  cattle  necessary  to  convey  it,  such  the  saving  of  a 'certain  expense,  the 

circumstance    would    operate      more  security  of  a    ready    supply  of  tents 

powerfully  than  the  influence  of  mere  and  cattle,  for  all   emergencies,  and 

duty,  to  the  preservation  of  those  ob-  a  more  easy  and  safe  conveyance  of  the 

jocts.     This  supposition,  confirmed  by  articles  of  equipment  for  the  field  ;  a 

further  reflection  and  inquiry,  even-  circumstance  of  great  importance  in 

tually  led  to  the  formation  of  the  tent  the  ordinary  operations  of  an  army.^ 

contract,  by  which  the  government  exo-  By  making  the  interests  of  indivi- 

nerated  themselves  of  the  charge  of  duals  subservient  to    their  respective 

*  The  lent-cootract,  as  has  been  shewn,  was  planned  and  carried  into  effect  by  general 
Stuart  some  time*  it  is  believed,  about  the  year  looft  ;  on  a  conviction  of  the  superiority 
of  the  plan,"  to  which  it  gave  effect,  over  the  pre-existing  course  of  provision  and  conveyance 
of  the  tents  and  public  stores.  The  errors  of  the  former  system  had  been  experienced  in^ 
the  wars  carried  on  under  the  (:ommand  of  the  marquis  Q>rnwallis  and  eeneral  Harris  ;  and,  ^ 
indscd,  of  every  other  preceding  commander-in-chief.  The  two  generals  bad  an  opportunity 
of  witnessing,  not  only  the  inefficiency  of  the  old  system,  but  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  the  operative  principle  oi  the  new;  though  they  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  carry 
that  principle  into  general  use.  General  Stuart  afterwards  improved  on  the  measure 
of  his  predecessors,  and  rendered  their  partial  suggestion  a  general  and  permanent  improve- 
ment. 

In  the  first  war  against  Tippoo  Sultaun,  in  17901  when  the  tents  were  provided,  and 
conveyed,  with  the  stores  ana  equipments,  at  the  public  expense  of  the  company,  the 
roarquis  Cornwallis  experienced  such  great  distress,  by  the  loss  of  cattle,  by  capture ,  and 
otherwise,  that  he  would  have  been  utterly  unable  to  prosecuie  his  march  toSeringapatam;  unless 
he  had  been  assisted  by  the  means  of  individuals.  In  this  conjuncture,  his  lordship  called 
not  only  on  the  commanding  officers  of  corps,  but  on  the  (general  body  of  the  Native 
officers,  and  even  on  the  private  sepoys,  to  aid  him  in  the  carriage  of  the  public  stores  and 
ammunition,  at  their  own  incumbrance  and  expense,  with  which  call  ihcy  readily  and 
cheerfully  complied;  or  the  evils  of  war  would  have  been  protracted  for  another  campaign, 
tod  the  war  might  possibly  have  terminated  less  gloriomly  than  it  did. 

In  the  second  war  with  Seringapatam,  in  1799,  general  Harris,  then  commander-in- 
chief,  had  to  encounter  the  like  difiicultic^i  (arid  before  he  had  marched  150  miles,)  that  had 
been  experienced  by  bis  noble  predecessor;  and  took  the  same  means  of  relieving  himself 
from  ihem. 

These  had  again  and  again  been  felt,  ,in  countless  instances,  by  general  Stuart,  who  at 
length  perceiving  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  principle  of  exciting  a  zeal  iind  interest  in 
individuals  in  (he  conveyaiKe  of  public  appointments  and  stores,  suggested  the  plan  of  the 
tent  contract,  which  stimulated  the  exertions  of  all  the  commanding  officers  of  Native  corps, 
not  only  to  cxpcdttCt  but  to  watch  over  the  security  of  the  cattle  and  stores,  by  giving  them 
a  direct  ad vaniaj^e  in  ihe  preservation  of  them.  To  that  end  he  contracted  with  the  command- 
ing offi'-ers  of  corps,  for  providing  tents,  andcaulcfor  the  carriage  of  themt  and  the  public 
scores,  for  the  use  of  their  respective  batulions;  and  with  other  officers  of  the  same  corps, 
for  the  piovision  and  carriage  of  their  own  tents;  at  a  fixed  monthly  sum  ;  whether  it  should 
be  w^r  i)i  (X  ace.  The  monthly  sum,  the  consideration  given  to  commanding  officers 
and  oihi'is,  tor  bearing  the  burthen  in  question,  was  calculated  on  the  principle  of  saving 
in  time  of  peace,  which  would  be  sufficient,  it  was  supposed,  to  indemnify  tbem  for  the 
\otacs  incident  to  war.  ^ 

The  advantage  of  the  tent  contract  was  proved  by  the  test  of  a  severe  experiment  in  the 
long  and  desultory  warfare  of  Sir  Arthur  Wclleslev  (now  lord  Wellington)  in  the  Mahratta 
campaigns  from  April,  180ft,  to  1804.  In  a  letter  from  jafferabud,  in  the  latter  y^ar, 
speaKing  of  the  loss  of  individuals  in  camp  eouipage  and  field  equipments,  from  ihe 
rapidity  and  continuity  of  his  operations,  and  of  their  zeal  on  all  occasions  in  forwarding  the 
public  service,  he  recommends  that  six  months  batta  should  be  given  to  them,  over  and 
above  the  contract;  so  that  it  was  plain,  that  the  general  did  not  cooceiva  the  terms  of  ihc 
footnct  10  exceed  the  expenses  incidcm  to  it.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  (^OOglC 
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dntie^i,  in  forwarding  with  safety  these 
articles  of  necessity,  it  was  rationally 
expected  that  the  service  would  be 
expcdiied,  or,  if  retarded,  that  it  would 
be  immediately  discovered  to  what 
particular  persons  the  delay  was  im- 
putable, so  that  censure,  or  puni!»h- 
raent,  might  be  properly  applied  to  the 
pwevention  (>f  any  future  obstruction  or 
loss.  The  principle  of  the  compact,  as 
it  regarded  the  commandauis  of  corps, 
wa^  to  induce  a  constant  interest  to  the 
objects  embraced  by  the  'agreement, 
and  a  roiv»equent  anxit^ty  for  the  pre- 
servatiuu  oi  them.  To  this  end  a  com- 
petent monthly  sum  was  allotted  to 
the  conimautling  officer  of  every  corps, 
sufficient  to  en.-^ble  him  to  kerp  up,  at 
all  seasons,  a  fiill  establishnieiu  f.)r  the 
conveyance  of  the  tent  and  stores  of 
his  battalion  for  field  service ;  calcu- 
lated not  on  the  peculiar  risks  and 
exigencies  of  war  or  peace,  but  on 
an  estimate  applicable  to  both  con- 
tingencies. The  advantage,  of  course, 
to  indivi  luals,  was  considered  as  de- 
rivable from  the  lime  of  peace,  when 
the  deterioration  of  the  articles  of 
equipments  would  be  less,  and  the 
accidc'nts  connected  with  the  use  of 
them  few.  This  may  be  taken  as  a 
fair  description  of  the  contract,:  which 
Sir  G  Barlow  was  called  upon  to  annul: 
and  which,  from  the  time  of  its  intro- 
duction to  the  moment  here  spoken 
of,  had  been  found  to  answer  every 
expectation  of  the  framer  of  it,  accord- 
ing to  the  testimony  of  the  most  ap- 
proved generals. 

The  season  cbo  en  for  putting  a 
period  to  the  contract,  is  also  worthy 
of  some  lemark.  It  was  a  ;ime  of 
profound  peace,  not  likely  to  be  in- 
terrupted by  any  serious  warfare.  It 
might  be  contemplated  as  a  period  of 
rest,  after  a  co  ainued  and  uninter- 
rupted struggle,  with*  nearly  every 
neighboiiring  state,  capable  of  hostility 
or  resistance  to  the  British  power  ;  in 
which  the  superiority  of  its  strength 
bad  been  so  manifested,  as  to  depress 
the  hope,  and  deaden  the  effiart,  of 
future  opposition.  The  successes  at- 
tendant on  the  struggle,  bad  enlarged 
the  territorial  possessions  of  the  East 
India  company  to  such  an  extent,  as 


to  leave  nothing  to  be  oov«tei  beyond 
its  circle  Neither  the  thirst  of  con- 
quest on  the  one  side,  nor  a  spirit  of 
aggression  on  the  other,  threatened  to 
disturb  the  prevailing  tranquillity.  But 
this  halcyon  season  had  not  been  pro- 
duced without  pro|)ortionate  evils, 
which  wert^  in  despi'e  ot  many  splen- 
did and  solid  advantag<>8,  so  severely 
and  grievously  felt  at  this  crisis,  in  the 
company's  finances,  that  it  had  be- 
come absolutely  necessary  to  devise 
immediate  measures  of  reform  and 
econom>  in  thedifferent  departments  of 
the  government.  In  this  originated 
the  meditated  abolition  of  the  tent  con- 
tract. 

Though  the  necessity  of  economy 
had  been  ever  so  urgent,  yet  the  in- 
troduction of  it,  without  discrimina- 
tion, in  every  branch  of  the  service, 
could  neither  be  requisite  nor  defen- 
sible. Justice  and  expediency  were  to 
be  consulted  here,  as  in  all  other  ar- 
rangements of  civil  polity.  Inasmuch^ 
as  respected  the  tent  contract,  it  was 
to  be  considered  that  it  was  an  equita- 
ble engagement,  not  of  one  but  of  two 
parties,  looking  to  the  period  of  peace 
as  well  as  war  :  that  the  burthen  of 
the  contract  had  been  already  expe- 
rienced, during  the  continuance  of  the 
latter  season  ;  in  which  extraordinary 
accident  and  expense  had  been  incur- 
red by  individuals,  which  would  other- 
wise have  fallen  on  the  coffers  of  the^ 
state  ;  that  not  a  year  had  passed  of 
the  existing  term  of  thecontiact,  but 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  Madras 
army  had  been  employed  in  the  fiv  Id  : 
and  that  now',  when  it  might  be  ex- 
pected that  the  relations  of  peace  would 
be  maintained  with  all  the  surrounding 
powers,  ftir  many  succeeding  years, 
a  prospect  opened  itself  to  the  other 
pirty  to  the  contract,  the  commanding 
officers  of  corps,  for  reimbursing  them- 
selves from  the  forerunning  charges, 
peculiar  to  the  state  of  hostility. 
Under  these  circumstances,  justice 
would  seem  to  say,  that  they  who  had 
borne  the  loss  connected  with  the 
compact,  should  now  reap  the  betiefiu 
which  it  originally  stipulated;  that 
these,  at  any  rate,  should  not  be  taken 
away  without  explanation  or  compro- 


HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  INDIA. 


25 


promise;  nor,  perhaps,  without  the  ab- 
solute conseiif  of  both  contracting  par- 
ties. Now  it  was  proposed  to  annul 
this  engageTnt*nt  wnbout  any  commu- 
nion with  the  officers  commanding 
corps. 

Expediency  might  also  have  sug- 
gested a  doubt  of  'he  propriety  of  abo- 
lishing a  regulation,  which  had  been 
for  !ievei:al  years  adopted,  and  against 
wbtcb  no  public  complaint  bad  been 
stated ;  or,  at  least,  it  should  have  in- 
duced a  caution  agiinst  the  reception 
of  any  substitute  for  a  mode  of  service 
without  a  moat  minute  inquiry  into  the 
alle)(ed  detects  of  the  subsisting  plan, 
and  a  conviction  of  the  su|)enority  of 
the  new  arrangement,  by  the  f^ecom- 
mendalioii  of  coinpeicni  and  experi- 
eoced  men 

TU^  atKiiition  of  the  tent  contract 
was  dett'rnii ned  upon,  without  any  in- 
quiry or  recommendation  of  this  sort, 
llie  measure  itself,  vitally  affecting 
[  the  army,  was  not  hunmiired,  as  it  ap- 
I  pears  •"  violation  of  the  custom  of 
the  service,  and  liie  instru'^iions  of  the 
court  of  diiertors,  to  the  military  board; 
but  firially  ami  peremptorily  adopted 
without  any  reterence  to  ^his  natural 
ami  prescribed  organ,  on  the  mere  sug- 
gestinn  of  Sir  John  Cradock,  the  com- 
roander-in-chief  for  the  time  being  j 
coHtirroed,  indeed,  by  the  report  of 
the  quarter  -  master  -  general  of  the 
army 

Of  the  military  ncquiremehts  of 
these  officers/  it  would  be  presumptu- 
ous to  risk  an  opinion  ;  and  it  would 
be  illiberal  to  pronounce  on  their  ge- 
ner  1  professional  character  from  this 
particular  act.  But  it  would  have  been 
fit  that  the  Indian  government  should 
have  paus^,  ere  it  trusted  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  men,  one  of  whom  bad 
never  accidentally  seen  a  tented  field 
in  India,  and  the  other^  a  captain  in 
the  company's  army,  who  had  not,  at 
any  time,  witnessed  the  evolutions  of 
Warfare,  beyond  a  single  and  confined 
operation  against  a  petty  Polygar. — 
The  speculative  council  of  such  men, 
though  their  talents  had  stood  con- 
fessed and  unrivalled  in  other  re- 
spects, couki  not  warrant,  it  should 
<eeiB,   a  broad  deixirture  from  etta* 


bhshed  usage,  at  the  expense  of  the 
apparent  demands  of  justice,  and  the 
obvious  dictates  of  policy. 

No  01  her  apology  has  t>een  offered 
by  the  Madras  government  for  its  share 
in  the  transaction,  than  a  naked  asser- 
tion that  it  was  governed  by  the  neces- 
sity of  the  times.  Nor  has  any  excuse 
been  framed  for  the  innovation  on  the 
existing  regulation,  than  the  unsup- 
ported statement,  or  rather  insinuation, 
that  the  principle  of  the  tent  contract 
placed  men's  interest  and  duty  in  a 
point  of  variance  with  each  other. 
But  what  service,  it  may  be  asked, 
could  be  performed  to  the  government 
by  its  servants,  which  this  principle 
would  not  equally  affect  ?  Would  not 
the  new  contractors  for  tents,  or  the 
supply  of  public  cattle,  be  liable,  in 
the  degree  of  their  several  interests  in 
the  articles  furnished  by  them,  to  a  like 
influence  ?  As  these  were  intended  to 
be  put,  by  the  operation  of  the  new 
arrangements,  at  the  especial  and  sole 
disposal  of  the  quarter- master-general, 
an  additional  jealousy  might  have  been 
excited  against  his  proposition  from 
that  circumstance.  It  was  neverthe- 
less received,  and  instructions  given, 
by  Sir  G.  Barlow,  to  colonel  Capper^ 
the  adjutant-general  of  the  forces,  to 
signify  ther  same  by  an  order  to  tho 
army.  Colonel  Capper,  who  bad  ar- 
rived at  the  important  rank  and  office 
which  he  held,  by  the  routine  of  the 
company's  service,  and  who  must  oa 
that  account  have  been  understood  to 
be  conversant  with  the  customs  and 
feelings  of  the  army,  ventured  to  ^ar- 
raign the  impolicy  of  the  nieasore^ 
and  to  advert  to  the  evil  consequencei 
that  might  result  from  the  adoption  of 
it  in  its  present  shape.  He  dwelt  as 
well  fj^m  considerations  of  public  du- 
ty, as  private  sentiment  towards  bis 
brother  officers,  on  the  obligations  of 
justice  towards  the  commandants  of 
corps,  who  having  performed  their 
part  of  the  contract,  to  the  benefit  of 
the  oumpany,  might  equitably  expect 
the  fulfilment  of  the  resulting  advan- 
tages. He  combated,  also,  the  instna- 
atton,  that  the  interest  of  the  com- 
manding officers  of  corps  had  stood 
in  the  way  of  tbetr  duty,  and  assertet 
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that  the  experience  of  the  effects  c^ 
the  contract,  for  a  series  of  years,  re- 
pelled the  ioAience  of  such  a  sup- 
position. Nor  did  he  fail  to  enforce, 
by  natural  and  plain  arguments,  the 
danger  of  altering  a  practice  of  tried 
advantage,  for  a  mere  theoretical  spe- 
culation. To  this  the  governor,  per- 
haps, too  hastily  replied,  that  he  had 
found  the  measure,  resolved  upon  be-r 
fore  his  arrival,  and  thai  he  considered 
himself  imperiously  required  to  carry 
it  into  execution,  and  that  little  if  any 
discretion  was  left  to  him  ;  but  if  he 
were  allowed  to  pause,  his  conduct 
niust  be  determined  by  the  urgency  of 
the  company's  affairs;  adding,  how- 
ever, that  as  rigid  economy  was  the 
grand  and  leading  reason  of  the  in- 
tended measure,  so  that  if  such  ob- 
ject could  be  promoted  to  a  like  ex- 
tent, by  any  means  short  of  the  abo- 
lition, be  would  not  be  indisposed  to 
listen  to  a  proposal  with  that  aspect, 
if  it  were  seasonably  made.  Colo- 
nel Capper,  seizing  with  avidity 
the  apparent  favourable  opportunity, 
thanked  the  governor  for  the  assurance 
he  had  been  just  pleased  to  afford  him, 
and  pledged  himself,  that,  within  a  few 
days,  (^hich  pledge  he  eventually  re- 
deemed,) that  he  would  lay  before  him 
a  meliorated  plan  for  the  ^upply  and 
carriage  of  camp  equipage  and  stores, 
to  which  no  public  or  individual  objec- 
tion could  reasonably  be  stated,  and 
which,  in  respect  of  economy  or  saving 
Id  the  company,  should  be  more  avail- 
ing than  the  measure  in  contemplation, 
by  the  yearly  amount  of  150,000  star 
pagodas,  or  sixty  thousands  pounds 
■terling. 

Within  three  or  four  days  after  the 
Interview  just  mentioned,  the  suggest- 
ed arrangement  of  colonel  Capper  was 
forwarded  to  Sir  G.  Barlow,  who  now, 
either  repenting  his  deviation  from  his 
iirsi  intentions,  or  considering  the  plan 
ot  the  adjutant-general  as  inefBcient, 
or  inferior  to  that  which  it  sought  to 
snpeisede,  gave  direct  and  positive 
orders  to  the  last-mentioned  officer, 
without  reference  or  explanation,  for 
the  immediate  abolition  of  the  tent 
contract. 

If  the  iiew  meaaure,    which  was 


substituted  for  the  late  contract,  had 
originated  with  Sir  George  Barlow, 
this  haste  in  the  introduction  of  it, 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  censurable; 
bnt  it  has  been  shewn  that  it  owed 
its  origin  to  other  most  respectable  per^ 
sons,  and  that  it  had  been  long  and 
fully  canvassed  by  men  of  ability  and 
station;  whence  it  might  seem  to 
exact  a  deference  from  him.  who 
was  to  lend  his  hand,  as  a  mere  instru- 
ment, to  put  it  into  action.  Though 
the  submission  of  individual  judgment 
to  aggregate  authorities,  may  often 
be  commendable,  it  is  devoutly  to  be 
wished,  that  the  governor,  in  this  in- 
stance,  had  relied  more  on  his  own 
judgment  ;  and  had  dared  to  think 
and  act  for  himself  in  a  concern,  now 
materially  altered  in  its  features  from 
its  primary  form  and  appearance.  It 
was  no  longer  insulat^  and  single, 
but  stood  contrasted  with  another  ob- 
ject, challenging  comparison.  That 
a  minute  and  careful  examination  of 
these  distinct  plans  was  not  entered 
into  by  Sir  George,  Barlow,  who 
might,  from  not  having  exercised  any 
previous  judgment,  or  expressed  an 
opinion  on  either,  have  dispassionately 
viewed  their  respective  merits,  is  much 
and  deeply  to  be  lamented ;  for  it 
might  have  been  expected,  as  no  im- 
probable result  from  such  an  examina- 
tion, that  the  amended  contract  of  co- 
lonel Capper  would  have  been  prefer- 
red to  a  radical  reform  ;  and  thus  a 
measure  had  been  avoided,  odious  in 
itself,  and  particularly  calamitous  in 
its  remote  consequences. 

Mr.  Petrie,  who  had  favoured  the 
reform  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
had  been  one  of  the  most  active  sup- 
porters o'  it,  has  since  most  candidly 
admitted  the  superiority  of  the  amend- 
ed plan  of  colonel  Capper,  both  in 
respect  of  economy,  and  practical 
utility  and  effect.  But  the  abolition 
of  the  tent  contract  was  lixed,  and 
abruptly  announced  by  a  general  order 
in  the  month  of  July,  without  any 
oilier  compensation  having  been  ten- 
dered, or  promised  to  the  former 
contractors,  than  the  price  of  the  tents 
then  in  their  possession.  No  estimate 
was  required,    no  remuneration  held 
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OTt,  of  the  heavy  expense  consequent 
on  the  carriage  of  the  articles  of  con- 
tract, during  the  preceding  period  of 
war.  Ii  is  but  common  justice  to  ob- 
serve, that,  notwithstanding  the  harsh 
manner  in  which  the  abolition  was  re- 
solved on  and  published,  the  orders 
of  the  government  were  obeyed  with- 
out any  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
a>my ;  nor  did  they  provoke  any  com- 
plaint, until  some  weeks  afterwards, 
and  then  id  the  manner  and  tone  of 
a  legitimate  appeal  from  the  officers 
aggrieved,  to  the  court  of  directors 
of  the  East  India  company.  This  pa- 
per, though  conceived  in  a  temper  of 
moderation,  and  couched  in  respect- 
fbl  terms,  was,  at  first,  refused  by 
the  commander-in-chief,  though  it 
afterwards  experienced  a  more  favour- 
able reception,  and  was  forwarded  to 
tbe  government  of  Fort  St.  George, 
for  transmissal  to  England.  In  the 
interim,  the  reform  proceeded,  with- 
out interruption  ; — and  bui  for  an  ac- 
cidental circumstance,  of  which  some 
after  notice  will  betaken,  its  introduc- 
tion, or  progress,  would  not,  in  all 
probability,  have  been  attended  with 
aoy  remarkable  occurrence. 

The  circumstances  and  operation 
of  the  tent  contract  have  been,  perhaps, 
too  minutely  deiailed  j  but  a  particular 
explanation  was,  in  some  sort,  neces- 
sary, to  obviate  a  public  misconception 
of  the  regulation  itself,  and  a  gene- 
ral misunderstanding  of  the  etJect  of 
the  abolition.  Whatever  sentiments 
the  latter  measure  engendered,  it  may 
be  safely  said,  that  it  neither  occasion- 
ed at  the  time,  nor  since,  any  shew 
of  opposition  in  the  army. 

Scarcely  had  Sir  George  Barlow 
delivered  himself  of  this  early  trouble, 
before  he  perceived,  or  supposed,  him- 
self surrounded  ui-fi  tiesh  difficulties. 
As  ihe^e  mu^l  ha\e  t;rown  out  of  his 
own  acts,  it  may  be  believed,  that 
thev  were  less  embarrassing  than  the 
tint;  and  that  they  havl  not  been  wholly 
overlooked  in  the  consultaiion  of  the 
measures  that  gave  riie  to  them. 

Immediately  after  the  abolition  of 
the  tent  contract,  the  attention  of  Sir 
George  Barlow  was  directed  to  a  mat- 


concern  ;  a  supposed  misnfianagement 
in  the  grain  department,  under  the 
direct  custody  of  Mr.  Sberson.  Thit 
was  conceived  to  arise  out  of  the  mode 
of  keeping  the  accounts  of*  the  depart- 
ment, by  the  Native  servants,  em- 
ployed and  paid  by  the  individual  in 
trust.  The  charge  was  levelled  in 
the  first  instance,  and  had  no  other 
appearance  than  against  those  servants. 
But  the  chief  interest  in  iheir  accounts, 
from  the  circumstances  just  explained^ 
was  in  Mr.  Sherson,  the  immediate- 
master  of  the  parties  keeping  them, 
who  could  not  but  feel  himself  attack- 
ed through  the  side  of  his  servants. 
Some  resentment  was  riaturally  felt, 
at  the  manner  of  the  attack  on  him, 
which  rendered  him,  from  a  collateral 
party,  a  principal  in  the  assault.  This 
gentleman,  on  an  ex-parte  statenjent 
preferred  to  the  government,  and 
before  his  solemn  disavowal  could  be 
had,  was  suspended  at  once  from  his 
appointment. 

\i  would  be  beyond  the  province 
of  this,  narrative  to  go  into  the  detail 
of  the  duties  of  the  office  ;  but  it  will 
be  sutfici.^ni  to  say,  that  the  individual 
in  charge  of  it,  had  a  certain  interest 
in  the  custody  and  disposal  of  the 
grain,  and  a  correspondent  responsi- 
bility to  account  for  the  trust  commit- 
ted to  his  care.  He  stood  in  the  rela- 
tion of  an  ordinary  agent,  subject, 
however,  to  receive  instructions,  as 
to  the  time  and  circumstances  of  sale, 
afnd  the  price  of  the  article,  from  an 
especial  committee  He  accounied 
for  his  daily  transactions;  but  his  final 
discharge  coiild  not  be  operated,  if 
any  exception  should  be  taken  to  his 
accounts,  but  by  the  production  of 
the  public  vouchers  in  his  office,  of 
the  occasional  deliveries  from  the  store. 
I'hese  were  taken  possession  of  by 
pel  sons  sanctioned  by  the  government, 
alM:o>t  at  the  same  moment  with  the 
suspension  of  the  officer,  to  whom 
they  naturally  belonged. 

Notwithstanding  the  protestation  of 
Mr.  Sherson  against  the  seizure  o(  his 
accounts,  which  could  alone  enable 
him  to  account,  and  which  might 
possibly  subject  them  to  be  abstracted 
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tee,  contistiDg  of  five  persons,  acnong 
whom  were  bis  accuser  and  his  deputy, 
directly  interested  in  his  removal,  were 
afterwards  ordered  to  comxnence  an 
investigation  into  the  alleged  mal- 
versation in  office  ;  still,  however,  r^ 
garding  the  enquiry  in  the  light  of 
a  scrutiny  into  the  Native  accounts, 
in  which  it  is  evident  that  no  one  could 
have  an  interest  but  the  part}',  on 
whose  behalf,  and  for  whose  discharge, 
they  were  kept.  After  some  prelimi- 
nary correspondence  and  ineffectual 
{A-oceedings,  which.it  is  not  material 
to  describe,  or  to  characterize,  the 
accounts  relative  to  the  grain  agency 
we.  e  referred,  with  the  consent,  nay 
at  the  instance  of  the  governor,  to  the 
adjuitment  of  the  civil  auditor,  who, 
according  to  the  custom  of  his  of- 
fice, proceeded  to  state  the  account 
between  the  governqient  and  their 
agent;  and  ultimately  reported,  after 
a  full  and  circumstantial  exariiination 
of  the  vouchers  autl  documents  on  both 
•ides,  in  favour  of  the  latter.  The 
report  was  ^nt  back,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  government,  and  with 
specific  instructions,  fur  revision,  and 
returned  after  a  second  and  mature 
oonsiderati  m,  in  its  original  form. 
This  is  construed,  by  Sir  GeorgeBarlow, 
as  a  species  of  co  tumacy  in  the  auditor, 
who  is,  theieupon,  removed  from 
bis  office;  for  which  he  was  most 
•minently  qualified,  and  placed  in  a 
relation,  foreign  to  his  information 
and  habits,  as  a  judge  of  a  provin- 
cial court.  The  .appointment,  which 
submitted  the  lives  and  properties  of 
a  whole  people  to  the  hands  of  the 
late  '  auditor,  of  itself  spoke  the 
acknowledged  integrity  of  that  officer, 
while  it  betrayed  the  displeasure  oif 
the  governor,  and  inculcated  the  ex- 

E licit  obedience  which  he  expected  to 
is  instructions,  and  possibly  a  more 
alarming  supposition  that  he  was  care- 
ful m  a  secondary  degree  of  the  efifect 
of  his  act  to  others,  so  that  it  promot- 
ed bis.  immediate  end.  But  in  justice 
to  Sir  George  Barlow,  it  must  be  ob- 
eerved,  that  he  admitted,  even  in  the 
anger  of  the  moment,  the  purity  of 
the  auditor'!  motives,  when  he  dis- 
missed him  from  hifi  annnintment.     It 


is  to  be  wished  that  be  had  eiplaind^ 
though  the  event  has  rendered  an  ex 
planation,  at  this  day,  more  ctirious  tba 
necessary,  why  he  appointed  Mi 
Smith  to  an  office  for  the  fulfilment  c 
which  he  had  none  of  the  requisi^ 
quallficntions,  and  where  the  absenc 
of  any  of  them  might  have  iovolvQ 
the  fate  and  fortune  of  thousands 
The  conscience  and  probity  of  the  indi 
victual,  in  the  refusal  ol  the  trusj 
though  at  the  ruin  of  his  private  int« 
rest,  prevented  any  public  mischlel 
Mr.  Smith,  the  late  auditor,  chose  r^ 
ther  to  retire  from  the  country,  with 
fortune  insufficient  for  his  supporj 
than  venture  on  a  duty,  which  he  fej 
that  he  could  not  conscientiously  dii 
charge  ;  a  fit  lesson,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
to  the  a  thority  that  cast  such  office  01 
him. 

Mr.  Sherson,  though  in  possessioi 
of  the  award  <  f  the  chosen  arbitrato 
of  the  go\ernor,  was  siisper.ded  foi^ 
mally  irom  the  service,  and  for  reasoa 
connecting  ^  themselves  with  suci 
award.  These  facts  must  aiake  thej 
own  impressions.  , 

These  occurrences  did  not  gratifi 
the  public  mind,  or  dispose  it  to  adm^ 
the  merits  of  the  new  administrator  0 
the  affairs  of  the  government. 

Sir  George  Barlow  was  not  long  ii 
discovering,  through  the  neglect  of  ih 
society  over  which  .he  presided,  th 
tendency  of  the  general  sentiment 
though  he  was  not  so  quick-sighted  ii 
observing  the  source  whence  it  spraoj 
His  friends  have  declared,  and  he  him 
self  may  probably  have  supposecj 
that  the  ill  reception  of  his  ministr; 
was  ascribable  to  the  system  on  whici 
it  is  stated  to  have  been  founded,  0 
economy  and  reform.  But  t>eyond  th 
abolition  of  the  tent-contract,  n 
other  reform  of  consequence  has  beat 
metuioned ;  none  certainly  has  beet 
specified,  as  the  cause  of  any  opposi 
tion;  but  the  fact  itself  of  theunpopa 
iarity  of  Sir  George  Barlow  starn^ 
confessed  on  every  side,  and  its  t^ 
on  his  temper  and  conduct,  it  is  to  b 
feared,  is  equally  unquestionable.  Per 
haps  the  supposition  of  the  general  dis 
like  to  his  measures,  was,  in  Sir  Georg 
Harlow,    mora  fancifiii    at  first  thai 
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real  §  an  associated  idea  of  dissatisfac- 
tion generally  accompanying  reform. 
Be  it  as  it  may,  it  appeared  after  a  very 
short  residence  at  Madras,  that  he 
.  nombered  but  very  few  friends,  or 
even  ordinary  visitors.  This,  liowever, 
might  have  been  occasioned  by  circum- 
stances distinct  from  personal  dislike  to 
the  governor,  the  privacy  of  his  habits, 
and  the  coldness,  universally  admitted, 
of  his  feelings  and  deportment.  But 
whatever  might  have  been  the  general 
sentiment  towards  the  governor,  it 
was  aa  yet  carefully  suppressed.  In 
the  progress  of  his  government,  the 
public  voice  echoed  the  public  opiniou; 
complaint  followed  complaint,  until 
they  formMi  a  formidable  aggregate  ; 
and  wbilf  they  seemed  on  the  one 
hand  as  a  nunaber  unjted  designedly 
together,  in  a  spirit  of  concerted  oppo- 
sition, they  might  have  been  regarded 
by  the  society  at  large,  as  by  the  suf- 
hren  themselves,  as  so  many  separate 
and  substantive  representations  of  in- 
jury, following  in  a  natural  and  not  a 
forced  or  combined  order.  Whether 
tiiese  complaints  were,  in  reality,  the 
fruits  of  a  fectious  and  persevering  op- 
position, to  the  measures  of  the  new 
governor,  as  he  unfortunately  appears 
Id  have  considered  them,  or  wbe- 
tfier  they  were  reasonable  remonstran- 
ees  against  individual  acts  of  oppres- 
sion, is  hereafter  to  be  enquired. 

It  was  impossible  for  the  civil  or 
military  servants  of  the  company  to 
Tiew  the  proceedings  of  Sir  George 
Barlow,  with  respect  to  Mr.  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Sherson,  without  much  emo- 
tion. The  members  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  service  rise  to  of- 
fices of  respectability  and  trust,  by  se- 
niority and  degree  3  and  when  these 
have  been  obtained,  after  passing 
through  the  subordinate  gradations, 
such  servants  may  justly  conclude,  thac 
they  have  an  interest  in  their  offices,  of 
which  they  cannot  be  deprived  at  the 
will  orc^rioe  of  any  party,  whatever 
may  be  hn  station.  Governors  of  the 
di^rent  Indian  presidencies  have, 
however,  exercised,  from  time  to  time, 
more,  it  is  imi^ined,  from  indulgence 
than  firom  any  acknowledged  power  in 
the  nature  of  their  offices,  the  right  of 


suspension  and  removal  of  the  servients 
in  both  provinces  of  their  service  indif- 
ferently. But  they  have  been  con- 
trolled in  the  exercise  of  this  autho- 
rity, by  repealed,  instructions  from 
home,  directing  that  it  shall  not  be 
used,  but  on  due  investigation,  of 
which  the  party  interested  shall  be  fully 
informed,  and  previously  have  the 
complete  means  and  opportunity  of  de- 
fence. This  is  so  natural  a  course, 
that  it  seems  to  be  a  libel  almost  on 
thepracticeof  the  government  losuppose 
that  repeated  instructions.should  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  enforcement  of  it. 
Any  deviation  from  so  e4}uitable  a  rule, 
except  under  extreme  circumstances, 
notorious  and  flagrant,  must  not  fail  lo 
raise  a  prejudice  in  the  breasts  of  all 
men,  to  whom  the  exercise  of  such  a 
power  can  reach.  It  is  at  all  times  the 
last  remedy  applicable  to  a  desperate 
case,  and  not  to  be  called  into  use  uof 
til  common  experiments  have  failed  ; 
it  is  not  for  ordinary  but  rare  resort, 
losing  its  properties  and  character  in 
the  ratio,  that  it  is  repeated.  If,  In* 
stead  of  Its  being  reserved  for  parties^ 
lar  and  urgent  occasions,  it  be  indiscri- 
minately adopted,  as  an  every  day  ex* 
psdient,  as  a  rule  instead  of  an  excep- 
tion, like  all  other  powerful  remedies, 
in  weak  and  unskilful  hands,  it  must 
be  productive  of  mischiefi  in  the  de- 
gree of  its  force. 

The  suspension  of  Mr.  Sherson 
firom  the  'service,  and  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Smith  from  his  office,  without  any 
anterior  enquiry,  or  hearing  in  either 
case,  and  indeed  without  any  specific 
charge  or  imputation,  was  the  extremity 
to  which  an  act  of  that  description 
could  b6  carried.  Neither  were  the 
circumstances  of  the  one  or  the  other 
very  striking,  nor  the  season  tempes- 
tuous or  disturbed.  There  was  nothing 
of  a  peculiar  feature  about  either  of 
them,  so  that  the  service  at  large  might 
view  it  as  a  special  exertion  of  autho- 
rity in  a  prominent  case  $  but, 
on  the  contrary,  it  could  not  be 
-considered  in  any  other  light  than 
as  a  general  use  of  a  power,  which 
might  t>e  exercised  at  will,  and  applied 
without  ceremony,  to  every  person, 
and  to    every    oondition    of  things. 


so 
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From  the  anrestrained  and  wanton  rc- 
petition  of  so  dangerous  an  expedient, 
it  is  to  be  wished  most  fervently,  that 
the  governor  may  refrain,  or  it  is  plain 
to  foresee,  that,  in  the  sequel,  it  may 
create,  almost  of  necessity,  universal 
abhorrence  and  resentment. 

From  measures  elfecting  the  imme- 
diate interests  of  the  stale  oter  which 
he  was  appointed  to  preside.  Sir 
George  Barlow  was  now  req  ired  to 
interpose  in  an  affair  of  great  delicacy 
and  extent,  remote,  if  not  foreign,  from 
his  general  duty. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  on  the 
cession  of  the  Carnatic  by  the  late 
treaty,  concluded  by  his  highness 
the  nabob  and  the  Hast  India  com- 
pany, a  parliamentary  provision  was 
made  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
of  the  two  preceding  sovereigns 
of  the  Carnatic.  A  commission  was, 
at  the  same  time,  appointed  for  ascer- 
taining the  amounts  actually  due  to  in- 
dividuals, from  those  great  personages, 
and  a  certain  and  fixed  sum,  which 
was  not  to  b^;  exceeded,  was  set  apart 
lor  the  ratable  payment  of  the  debts, 
eventually  to  be  established.  By  a 
further  provision,  individual  creditors 
were  at  liberty  to  question  and  litigate 
the  claims  of  each  other  ;  and  com- 
missioners  were  appointed  in  England 
and  in  India,  for  finally  arbitrating 
or  awarding  on  the  pretensions  of  each. 
In  this  arrangement  it  is  to  be  seen 
that  the  claimants  had  an  adverse  inte- 
rest to  each  otlier,  and  that  the  whole, 
except  as  to  their  own  claims,  must 
have  been  directly  disposed  to  diminish 
the  amount  of  the  alleged  debt  of  the 
iiat>obs  ;  as  in  that  event,  the  fund 
would  become  more  adequate  to  the 
discharge  of  the  debt,  ultimately  esta- 
blished. 

There  could  not  be  the  slightest  hope 
that  the  debt  would  ever  be  reduced 
tinder  the  sum  allotted  by  the  company 
for  its  discharge;  so  that  in  the  conduct 
of  the  enquiry  by  the  C()mm!«.8ioners, 
dither  at  home  or  rn  India,  the  repre- 
sentatives o*  the  company  would  have 
but  little,  if  any,  concern.  The  act,  in- 
deed, prescribed  I  he  en  I  ire  course  ot  pro- 
ceeding, and  left  it  to  the  commission- 
•ra  themselves  to  pursue  it,  compensa- 


ting them  for  the  trouble  and  expenses 
incurred  by  the  trust,  out  of  the  fund 
immediately  noticed.  To  obviate  lo* 
cal  or  personal  influence,  the  L)diao 
commissioneis  were  selected  from  the 
Bengal  civil  service,  and  sent,  for  the 
purpose  o(  prosecuting  the  requiske  in- 
vestigation,  to  Fort  St.  George.  They 
had  not  long  proceeded  in  their  em- 
ployment, when,  as  might  be  expected, 
from  the  conflicting  interests  involved 
in  the  enquiry,  much  irritation  had 
shewn  itself  among  different  classes  of 
creditors ;  the  effect  of  which  it  was 
thedutv  of  the  commissioners  to  have 
repressed  j  and^  at  all  events,  to  keep 
themselves  clear  fiom  any  pariicipatioD 
in  the  operation  of  such  passtoos. 
Their  peculiar  province  it  was  to  decide 
and  determine  on  the  merits^ of  the 
claims  preferred,  without  reference  to 
the  feelings  of  the  claimants. 

Among  the  number  of  the  apparent 
principal  creditors,  there  was,  it  seems,  a 
Bramin  of  the  nameof  Reddy  Row,  who 
had  formerly  tilled  a  reputable  situation 
at  the  durbar  of  the  late  nabob,  which 
gave  him,  in  the  discharge  of  his  offi- 
flcialduty,  a  particular  know  ledge  of  the 
state  of  the  nabob's  pecuniary  engage- 
ments. This  man  had  been  desired  to  at- 
tend the  commissioners,  and  had  afford- 
ed them  very  material  aid  in  tlie  progress 
of  their  enquiry.  He  had  enabled 
them  to  detect  several  false,  but  speci- 
ous claims.  He  was  retained,  if  not 
as  an  assessor,  as  a  material  agent  in 
the  commissioners*  apartments^ ;  aiid 
had  a  constant  admission  to  the  books 
of  the  durbar,  and  seemed  an  almost 
indispensable  appendage  to  the  com- 
missioners. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that -he  was,  in 
any  way,  a  possible  party  in  the  points 
to  be  discussed  and  adjudged  ;  since 
the  othce  must  have  proved  invidious, 
and  rendered  the  person  discharging  it 
peculiarly  obnoxious  to  those  whose 
claims  he  might  defeat,  « 

Being  himself  a  creditor,  it  is  not  to 
be  expected  that  his  own  securities 
wil!  pass  without  being  scrupulously 
and  jealously  examined  by  parties  ir\ 
an  hostile  relation  ;  who  might  be  rea- 
sonably inclined  to  doubt  his  claims  for 
the  seif'^same  cause  that  the  comcuis- 


HISTORY  Olf  BRITISH  INDIA. 


SI 


lioners  had  required  bis  services,  from 
bis  intimate  knowledge  of  the  nabob's 
ifiairs  ;  a  circumstance  that  might  give 
him  a  facility,  open  to  no  one  besides, 
to  prefer  a  counterfeit  demand.  The 
very  countenance  shewn  by  the  com- 
missioners to  the  Bramin,  might  un- 
happily subject  their  decision,  if  it 
should  be  in  his  favor,  to  the  suspi- 
cion of  partiality. 

The  very  first  bond  tendered  by 
Reddy  Row,  was  impeached  on  the 
part  of  the  creditors.  It  was  sustained 
00  investigation  by  the  commissioners, 
and  it  is  but  common  justice  to 
these  gentlemen  to  suppose,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  ihem^  on  probable  and  satis- 
factory testimony.  The  opposite  party 
not  content  with  this  decision,  deter-, 
mined  on  a  more  solemn  trial ;  and 
accordingly  laid  an  information  l)efore 
Mr.  Maitland,  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
against  Reddy  Row,  and  another  Bra- 
roin,  ilia  confederate,  for  forgery  in 
tbefebrication  of  the  bond  in  question. 

A  bill  was  found  in  due  course  of 
tiipe  by  the  grand  jury,  and  the  parties 
were  afterwards  put  on  their  trial  be- 
fore a  petty  jury  for  the  oflFenoe  im- 
puted. The  verdict  of  the  jury  was 
against  the  accused.  In  the  course  of 
the  defence,  an  European  of  the  name 
of  Batley,  theaecretary  of  the  nabob, 
was  examined  on  the  behalf  of  the 
prisoners,  in  order  to  establish  a  fact 
that  had  become  material  to  the  issue. 
The  evidence  which  he  gave  was  not 
credited  by  the  jury  j  and  the  prose- 
cutors, conndering  that  it  was  false  in 
toto,  afterwards  preferred  an  indict- 
ment against  him  to  the  grand  jury, 
which  was  returned  a  true  bill.  This 
indictment  was  tried  by  a  special  jury, 
who  pronounced  the  defendant  guilty 
of  perjury. 

A  third  indictment  was  subsequently 
tendered  at  a  diiferent  session,  and 
found  by  the  grand  jury  against  Reddy 
Row,  and  his  confederate,  and  Batley, 
for  conspiracy,  which  was  also  tried  by 
especial  jury,  and  a  verdict  was  again 
given  against  the  prisoners. 

The  prosecutors  on  these  indictment? 
were  a  committee  of  the  local  creditors 
of  the  nabob,  Messrs.  Roebuck,  Ab- 
bott, and  Parry  j  on  the  information  of 


a  Bramin,  of  the  name  of  Paupiah.' 
An  attempt  was  made  to  change  the 
course  of  the  criminal  proceeding,  by 
the  previ6us  trial  of  Paupiah,  for  a 
like  offence  with  that  imputed  to 
Reddy  Row,  but  the  meditated  prose- 
cution was  not  persisted  in: 

Before  the  commencement  of  the 
preceding  tiials,  the  commissioners  ap- 
plied to  the  government  for  assistance, 
to  the  maintenance  of  their  supposed 
authority,  against  the  impeachment  of 
their  decision  ;  and  more  especially  for 
its  protection  in  support  of  Reddy  Row, 
a  very  active  instrument,  as  it  has  been 
observed,  in  their  hands,  for  the  further- 
ance of  their  official  enquiry.  But  the 
legislature,  in  prescribing  a  duty  to  the 
commissioners,  had  given  them, it  may 
be  supposed,  sufficient  materials  to  exe-- 
cute  it.  If  it  should  have  failed  to  in- 
struct them  with  the  requisite  meana,  , 
it  is  evident  that  no  other  power  l>!it 
the  legislature  could  supply  the  defect. 
The  local  government,  whatsoever 
might  be  its  influence,  could  not 
usurp  the  function  of  the  supreme  au- 
thority of  the  state.  The  Indian  execu- 
tive should  not  therefore  have  been  ad- 
dressed on  such  a  subject,  since  it 
could  not  attend  to  it  without  a  flagrant 
violation  of  its  duty. 

The  solicited  interference  in  protec- 
tion of  the  Bramin,  appears,  if  auy 
thing,  even  more  objectionable,  inaa- 
much  as  it  called  for  a  decision,  on 
the  mere  report  of  the  commissioners, 
that  Reddy  Row' was  a  proper  and  la- 
dispensable  organ  for  the  conduct  of 
the  enquiry  by  the  commissioners; 
though  he  was  evidently  an  interested 
party,  and  was,  moreover,  invotved  iti 
a  prosecution,  in  which  bis  integrity 
and  character  was  publickly  questioned, 
and  was  then  in  a  legal  train  of  investi- 
gation. To  request  the  governmeut 
to  express  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  individual,  under  these  circum- 
stances, or  to  shew  him  a  particular 
countehance,  was  an  act,  that  ap^ 
preached  very  near,  if  it  did  not  abso- 
lutely amount  to,  a  crime  of  no  favoura- 
ble complexion  in  the  eye  of  the  British 
constitution.  Such  an  interference,  if 
practised,  must  have  a  tendency,  be- 
sides, to  create  an  influence  in  the  dc- 
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tcrmiDatioo  of  a  question  of  property 
pu»ely  between  individuals,  thereby 
working  an  injustice  to  one  or  other  of 
the  parties,  with  whom  the  company 
had^o  matter  of  concern. 

Sir  G.  Barlow,  and  the  majority  of 
the  council,  in  a  mistal^en  view  of  their 
own  powers,  and  possibly  of  the  cir- 
cumstances stated  to  them,  unfortu- 
nately interposed,  and  publicly  lent 
their  commanding  sanction  to  the  cause 
of  the  defendants.  They  ordered  ilie 
company's  advocate- general,  and  soli- 
citor, to  defend  the  parties  indicted,  and 
the  costs  of  the  defence  to  be  paid, 
from  a  fund  over  which  they  had  no 
lawful  controul,  the  legislature  having 
vested  it  elsewhere,  the  amount  set 
apart  for  discharging  the  nabob's  debts. 
They  also  thought  fit  to  commission 
one  of  the  company's  civil  servants  to 
proceed  to  a  place  at  some  cjistance  from 
the  presidency  to  collect  evidence  for 
the  defendants  ;  thus  apparently  iden- 
tifying themselves  in  their  interests 
with  the  accused.  The  possible  effect 
of  this  on  the  Indian  community,  and, 
indeed,  on  the  European  inhabitants, 
for  the  mo^^t  part  in  the  c6mpany*s  ser- 
vice, and  v>t'  whom  the  juries  were 
composed,  rannot be  overlooked.  May 
not  the  use  of  such  interest  towards  the 
prosecuted,  ^.iso  stir  some  passions  in 
the  bosom  of  ihe  goveruor,  which  can- 
not be  raised  without  prejudice  to  the 
man,  and  vtthout  detriment  to  the 
public  ?  h  is  happy  that  the  interest 
felt  and  she :.  li  by  the  government,  did 
not  ext'^i:d,  as  apprehended,  to  the 
court  of  jtt  tice,  so  as  to  operate  on  the 
trials,  the  events  ofjwhich  have  already 
been  stated 

But  it  IS  to  be  feared,  that  the  other 
effect,  in. mediately  deprecated,  was 
unbappi  v  produced  by  it  $  for  it  was 
soon  aftti  wards  made  apparent  that 
many  of  the  persons,  connected  with 
the  prose/ation,  had  fallen  under  the 
avowed  displeasure  of  government. 

Mr.  Roebuck,  one  of  the  prosecutors 
on  the  first  trial,  who  had  honourably 
served  the  company  for  35  years,  and 
who  at  this  lime  looked  foi  the  reward 
of  his  services,  in  the  uhdisturbed  en- 
joyment of  the  respectable  offices  of 
mint  master  and  military  paymaster^ge- 


neral,  then  holden  by  him,  was  fe- 
moved  fi-om  his  employments,  without 
any  previous  enquiry,  and  without  any 
assigned  reason,  and  ordered  500  milei 
from  the  presidency,  to  a  solitary  sta- 
tion, and  to  a  comparatively  petty 
office,  with  the  abridgment  of  more 
than  half  of  his  antecedent  salary. 

Mr.  Maitland  was  dismissed,  in  a 
manner  equally  abrupt,  from  his  office 
of  justice  ot  the  peace. 

An  order  of  the  Ct)urt  of  Directois, 
for  the  recaJ  of  Mr.  Parry  from  India, 
where  he  acted  as  a  general  merchant 
for  more  than  20  years,  was  in  the  same 
in&tant  revived,  and  that  gentleman  in 
consequence  was  required  to  prepare 
for  immediate  depaiture  from  that 
country. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Grant,  and  Mr.  G.  Stra- 
chey,  servants  of  the  civil  establi^- 
ment,  antecedently  employe  d  in  the 
most  important  and  confidential  situa- 
tions under  the  government,  who  bad 
served  on  the  grand  juries  by  which  the 
indictments  had  bee^  found  ^  and  two 
more  civilians,  Messrs.  Oliver  and 
Keene,  who  had  sal  on  the  special  ju- 
ries J  Mr.  Wood  of  the  same  service, 
who  had  been  understood  to  have  ex- 
pressed himself  freely,  in  re&pecr  to  the 
guilt  of  the  defendants,  were  all, 
without  the  form  of  investigation,  re- 
moved from  their  respective  appoiDt- 
ments. 

The  different  parties,  affected  by 
these  summary  measures,  applied  to  the 
'government  for  .a  knowledge  of  their 
supposed  oflence,  or  the  ground  of  the 
sentence,  silently  awarded  against 
them  ;  but  it  is  lefi  to  them  and  to  the 
public  to  form  their  own  conclusion  of 
acts,  that  Jiiight  be  characterized  by  the 
harshetit  terms,  but  which  will  not  ad- 
mit of  a  milder  epichet  than  aibitsafy 
or  capricious. 

is  there  no  one  to  suggest  a  doubt  of 
the  justice  or  policy  of  these  repeated 
acts  of  power  ?  No  one  to  press  on 
tlie  recollection  of  the  governor,  the 
wisdom  of  the  universal  maxim,  reite- 
rated in  ihe  orders  oi  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, **  hear  before  you  conden)i»  V* 
A  sage  and  constant  monitor  is  noi  ab- 
sent from  the  council,  who,  in  several 
fotoial  papers,  equal  almost  \u  auuibc^r 
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with  tbe  Ttrioiis  act^  of  removal  or  sos- 
poosion,  records  bis  full  and  reasoned 
dissents  5  and,  in  tbe  instance  of  the 
Governor's  interposition  in  tbe  tran- 
sactions in  tbe  supreme  court,  wbich 
entailed  tbe  consequences  before  parti- 
cularised, the  protests  of  Mr.  Petrie 
have  tbe  confirmation  of  a  grave  and 
venerable  autbority,  not  less  respect- 
able in  itself,  tban  in  its  long  relation  to, 
and  reception  witb,  tbe  company  and 
its  governments.  Wbo  can  hear,  with- 
out feeling  tbe  force  of  Mr.  Justice  Sul- 
livan's pithy  and  pregnant  remark  ? — 
"  1  was  three  and  twenty  years,"  says 
Sir  Benjamin  Sullivan,  **  sl  confidential 
"  servant  of  tbe  company  under  this 
''government,  and  feel  an  habitual 
"  leaning  to  them ;  I  am  not,  there- 
"fore,  inclined  to  impure  any  thing  to 
'*  them  beyond  imprudence  ;  but  im- 
<'  prudent,  1  am  afraid,  they  have  been, 
"  in  taking  any  part  in  a  cause  which 
"  teemed  to  call  on  them  for  a  steady 
"  and  determined  neutrality ;  and  had 
*'I  itill  been  their  attorney-general^ 
"  this  is  tbo  conduct  I  should  have 
"advised." 

If  neither  tbe  wisdom  and  expe- 
neoceof  Mr.Petrie,  nor  tbe  animadver- 
sions of  the  company's  late  attorney-ge- 
oeral,  could  induce  tbe  governor  to  a 
retraction  of  any  of  the  oppressive  acts 
eoQcnerated,  they  should  have  caused 
bim  to  reflect  ere  he  added  to  the  mea- 
toret,  strongly  and  reluctantly  con- 
<l«nned,  any  new  ag|[ravation ;  ere  he 
Gomnattted  i  fresh  injury  to  give  an  ap- 
posrsDce  of  consistency  to  bis  assumed 
authority. 

There  were  other  advisers  in  tbe  go» 
venunent,  more  powerful  in  their  num- 
ber, more  interested  in  the  progres- 
siva evenu,  and  nx>re  flattering  in  the 
toMor  of  their  coonsel,  who  bad  pos- 
lenedtbimselvesof  theearof  the  go* 
mor,  and  rendered  it  impervioos  to 
iclvice  of  a  kit  soothing  and  conciiia- 
tonrtoqe. 

In  very  one  of  tbe  instances,  nume- 
«»«as  they  have  been  shewa  to  be,  m 
^'bich  Sir  G.  Barlow  had  exerci>ed 
tbe  induiiberate  auibority  oonct- ived  to 
^  reutient  in  bi^  otfice,  in  iUt  arbitrary 
^pep«i(>Q  and  removal  uftue  public 
Vol.  U. 


servants  of  the  company,  he  was  sup- 
ported by  the  majority  of  bis  council. 
It  will  not,  therefore^  be  a  matter  of 
great  surprize,  though  our  regret  may 
not  be  lessened  by  that  circumstance, 
that,  thus  confirmed  in  his  measures, 
the  governor  shall  persist  in  a  practice 
that  had  become,  from  the  acquiescence 
or  non-resistance  of  the  greater  part  of 
his  colleagues,  habitual  and  systematic. 

The  application  of  this  extraordinary 
power  has  been  hitherto  limited  to  the 
civil  department  of  the  service,  and  has 
not  penetrated  the  military  barrier. 

If  Sir  G.  Barlow  shall  forbear  to 
carry  tbe  exercise  of  this  dangerous  au- 
thority beyond  the  limits  within  which 
it  has  already  been  used,  the  triumph 
resulting  from  the  controul  of  a  pas- 
sion, too  generally  increasing  by  indul- 
gence, will  be  his  own,  undivided  and 
unshared  by  the  compliant  majority  of 
bis  council ;  but  ^ucb  a  triumph  is  of 
rare,  very  rare,  occurrence,  and  it  ii 
not  our  grateful  duty  to  record  it  in  tbe 
present  pnge  3  but  it  is  rather  our  me- 
lancholy task  to  trace  the  extension  of 
the  assumed  power  in  a  sphere,  to' 
whi(*h  it  could  not  be  applied  without 
the  strongest  apprehension,  of  its  ex- 
citing feelings  which  it  is  hazardous  to 
move,  and  always  difiicult  to  tranquil- 
ize. 

The  civil  servants,  and  the  commu- 
nity at  the  presidency,  were  not  per^ 
mitted  to  brood  over  their  sole  wrongs  ; 
they  were  soon  to  have  a  fellowship  in 
their  grievances,  from  the  same  opera- 
tive cause,  in  their  military  brethren. 

In  the  progress  of  the  discussions  in 
tbe  civil  court,  and  of  the  circum- 
stances growing  oot  of  them  ;  a  priwjiffT 
misunderstanding  had  arisen  between 
the  quarter-masler-gencral  of  thearmy^i 
and  the  officers  in  command  of  corps, 
in  consequence  of  a  discovery  recently 
made  ot  a  report  nndfcr  the  signature  of 
the  former  officer,  which  seemed  to 
impute  to  the  latter  a  wilful  neglect  of 
th«  ir  iiut) ,  fi-om  selfish  and  sordid  cou- 
stdera*io  s.  It  has  been  sttemn  that 
the  abolition  of  tbe  tent  contmct  bad 
been  principally  occasioned  by  ibe  in- 
fr>rmation  conveyed  to  the  commander 
in  chief  and  the  government,  by  tb« 
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staff  officer  immediately  mentioned  ; 
and  it  has  been  explained,  that  the 
army,  though  deprecating  the  aboli- 
tion, submitted  most  cheerfully  to  that 
barsb  and  unpopular  measure.  It  re- 
mains only  to  be  remarked,  that  the 
new  regulation  respecting  tents*  and 
the  public  stores,  had  been  now  acted 
u{k>n  for  several  months,  and  had  ex- 
perienced not  the  slightest  opposition  ; 
and  nothing  threatened  to  revive  the 
subject,  or  any  matter  connected  with  it, 
until  the  discovery  of  the  official  paper 
described.  This  document,  which 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  Col.  Capper, 
by  Sir  George  Barlow,  unfolded  the 
information  on  which  the  abolition 
proceeded,  suggesting,  in  substance, 
but  under  a  confused  phraseology,  that 
six  years  experience  of  jthe  practical 
effect  of  the  tent  contract  had  shewn, 
that  by  granting  the  same  allowances 
in  peace  and  war,  when  the  expenses 
bore  very  liehily  in  the  first,  compara- 
tively with  the  latter  period,  it  placed 
the  interests  and  duties  of  the  com- 
manding officers,  parties  to  the  con- 
tract, in  variance  with  each  other  j 
making  it  their  advantage,  contrary  to 
the  interest  of  the  state,  that  their  corps 
^should  be  in  an  inefficient  state  for  field 
service,  abd  therefore  inducing  them 
to  neglect  their  duty.  Practical  expe- 
rience, it  is  to  be  observed,  is  the  very 
essence  of  the  report,  for  if  that  betaken 
away,  it  is  reduced  to  simple  reasoning. 
But  what  will  become  of  the  founda- 
tion whereon  to  build  the  reform  ?  The 
inconveniences  are  stated  explicitly  to 
have  been  developed  by  the  practical 
•effect  of  the  contract } — which  effect 
could  not  be  produced  without  consi- 
dering the  evils  enumerated,  real,  and 
J30t  chimerical.  And  if  real  it  may  be 
asked,  what  must  have  produced  them  ? 
the  acts  of  the  commanding  officers  of 
corps  ;  and  these  acts  being  culpable, 
they  necessarily  implied  \ho  condition 
of  the  agents.  The  passage  jn  the 
quarter-noa^terogenerars  report,  which 
has  been  just  stated,  might  posbibly 
have  been  allowed  in  another  season, 
and  under  the  influence  of  another 
temper,  to  pass  as  a  general  insinua- 
tion {  aiid,  being  inapplicable  to  indi- 
riduals,  to  go  harmlessly  by.      But 


this  was  not  a  time  to  expect  a  fa- 
vourable interpretation  ot  the  report 
by  the  persons  to  whom  it  related. 
It  was  sufficient  if  they  could  ex- 
tract from  it  a  reasonable  complaint 
against  its  author ;  who  was  known  to 
have  been  instrumental  to  the  annihi- 
lation of  a  beneficial  arrangement  to 
them,  and,  according  to  their  impresr 
sions,  on  groundless  and  false  asser« 
tions. 

It  is  a  circumstance  of  regret,  that 
the  report,  in  any  interpretation  of  it, 
could  warrant  the  construction  put 
upon  it  by  the  commanding  officers  of 
corps.  Such  a  construction  might  have 
been  attached  to  it  in  the  natural  jea- 
lousy of  professional  honour,- peculiarly 
characteristic  of  soldiers,  abstracted 
from  all  interested  considerations.  In 
vain  would  it  have  been  insisted,  if  any 
defence  had  been  attempted,  that  it 
was  a  mere  declaration  of  a  general 
principle,  a  reasoning  on  an  universal 
maxim,  applicable  to  the  common  con- 
cerns of  mankind ;  since  the  report 
stated,  that  the  objection  to  the  con- 
tract was  founded  on  its  practical  effect 
after  six  years  experience  of  its  opera- 
tion. It  could  not  be  supposed  that 
the  government  had  determined  on  the 
at>olition  of  the  tent  contract  on  gene- 
ral principles,  and  on  mere  abstract  rea- 
soning j  but  on  the  personal  know- 
ledge, truly  stated  to  the  government, 
of  the  officer  under  whose  pecoliar 
cognizance  the  contract  was  conducted. 
It  was  besides  the  official  duty  of  the 
quarter-master-general  to  muster  the 
public  cattle,  and  to  inspect  the  lents, 
subject  to  the  contract,  once  a  montt), 
and  to  report  on  their  sufficiency :  so 
that  if  the  establishment  was  not  com- 
plete for  any  emergency,  of  war  as  well 
as  peace,  it  would  have  been  the  busi- 
ness of  that  officer  to  have  marked 
Such  Incident  in  his  rejwrts.  In  these 
peilodTef)  returns  no  notice  is  said  ta 
have  been  taken  of  any  remarkable 
inefficiency  ^ — a  circumstance  of  a  ftir- 
ther  aggravated  appearance  to  the  re- 
port  immediately  under  our  view,  since 
it  gave  it  the  colour  of  a  private  and 
secret  insinuation,  instead  of  a  public 
and  honest  detail.  It  seemed,  unfor« 
tunately,  to  impute  facts^  prejudicial  t# 
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the  character,  as  well  as  interests  of  the 
army,  and  to  add  insult  to  inj  ury .  Un- 
der these  impressions  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered,  that  immediate  means  were 
talcen  to  resent  the  Imagined  wrong  j  by 
the  exhibition  of  a  formal  complaint 
against  the  quarter-master-geoeral, 
signed  by  a  numerous  body  of  the  com- 
maoding  officers  of  corps,  charging  the 
(juarter-hiasier-general  *'  with  conduct 
''  unbecoming  the  character  of  an 
"  officer  and  gentleman,  for  having  in 
"  bis  proposed  plan  for  the  abolition 
"  of  the  tent  contract,  made  use  of 
"  false  and  inBimoos  insinuations^ 
"  tending  to  injure  the  characters  of 
"  commanding  officers  of  corps,  and 
"  otherwise  injurious  co  their  reputa- 
"tationsas  gentlemen.'*  After  some 
delay  and  hesitation,  and  reference 
to  professional  authorities,  the  charge 
of  the  officers  commanding  corps,  was 
dtiiy  admitted  by  the  commanddr-in- 
chief. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  consider, 
whether  the  report  would  admit  of  a 
more  natural  interpretation  than  that 
listened  on  it  by  the  officers  of  corps  j 
nor^  whether  the  quality  ascribed  to 
it  in  the  chargr  was  imaginary  or 
real,  false  or  true ;  nor  whether  the 
matters  of  the  charge,  under  the  cir- 
comstance  of  the  case,  were  cog- 
nizable or  not  by  a  military  court; 
such  an  enquiry  would  seem  super- 
flaous,  when  the  only  authority  on 
the  spot,  competent  to  form\  jodg- 
metit,  had  decided  these  incidental 
^oestions,  in  entertaining  the  charge. 

The  quarter- master-general  was  now 
placed  under  arrest,  as  a  preparatoiy 
measure  to  trial  5  whereby  the  truth 
or  folsehood  of  the  charge  was  put 
into  a  train  of  investigation,  when  it 
might  be  ascertained,  by  the  event, 
whether  the  individual  was^criminal  or 
blameless. 

A  sudden  order  of  the  government, 
for  the  release  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Monro,  to  the  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment of  the  army,  broke  the  ordinary^ 
lod  natural  course  of  proceeding. 

The  quarter-master-general  had  ap- 
pealed, it  appears,  from  the  arrest  of 
the  commander-in-chief,  to  the  gover- 
oor-in-GOttDdlj  settioc  forth  that  the 


report  was  made  in  an  official  charac- 
ter, and  at  the  instance  of  his  sjuperiors, 
and  that  it  was  not,  therefore,  for  pub- 
lic reasons,  examinable  by  any  other  than 
the  power  under  whose  autbority  it 
was  made ;  that  this  doctrine,  or^ 
which  llie  safety  of  public  servants  de- 
pended, was  acknowledged  by  the 
Judge  Advocate,  who  had  given  an 
adverse  opinion  to  the  charge :  tHat 
the  authority  of  the  government  itself, 
was  involved  in  the  accusation,  since  it 
had_approvfed  and  adopted  the  report, 
and  had  acted  on  the  plan  which  it  re- 
corti mended.  Every  one  of  these  con- 
siderations, if  applicable  to  the  matters 
alleged,  was  for  the  commander-in- 
chief  to  dutermine  on,  in  the  exercise 
of  an  ordinary  discretion,  in  the  admis- 
sion or  rejection  of  the  charge.  The 
report  and  the  plan  might  have  the 
character  described  by  the  quarter- 
master-general,  in  opposition  to  that 
stated  by  the  commanding  officers  of 
corps ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  take 
the  averment  of  one  party  in  preference 
to  the  other.  It  was  not  sufficrent  to 
call  the  Report,  and  its  statement, 
official,  to  render  them  so  in  point  of 
fact— this  was  to  be  shewn  in  some 
judicial  way,  it  could  not  be  presumed. 
But  if  so,  it  wrould  then  remain  to  be 
seen,  whether  the  official  character  of 
tfie  report,  abstractedly  considered, 
could  exclude  the  court  martial  from 
-entertaining  jurisdiction  over  it,  or  any 
incident  connected  with  it,  however  it 
might  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  third 
parties.  Jt  is  to  l>e  observed,  that  all 
the  matters,  stated  by  the  quarter-mas- 
ter-general to  the  government,  are  cir- 
cumstances of  justification  or  defence, 
available  before  the  military  court,  if  at 
all  available  to  him ;  and  could  not  be 
attended  to  in  the  first  instance,  with- 
out closiiig  the  door  of  justice  against 
the  complaints  of  a  large  body  of  the 
army,  arising  out  of  a  conceived  in- 
jury. 

The  circumstance  of  the  plan  hav- 
ing been  sanctioned  by  the  govern- 
ment, could  not  form  any  ingredient 
in  the  judgment  to  be  passed  by  the 
commander-in-chief,  or  the  authority 
to  whom  the  appeal  was  addressed, 
without   cbe   infallibility  of  govern'^ 
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noent,  which  it  woold  have  been  diffi- 
cult to  argue,  could  have  been  satis- 
factorily demonstrated.  The  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  report,  could  not 
depend  on  the  humour  of  any  autho- 
rity to  receive  or  reject  it  j  but  on 
its  own  intrinsic  worth.  This  would 
be  the  same  under  any,  and  all  contin- 
gencies. If  this  were  apparent,  it  wanted 
not  any  sanction  to  countenance  it ;  but 
if  deficient,  no  authority  whatever  could 
supply  the  inherent  defects.  So  that  the 
approbation  of  the  report,  could  not  of 
^tself  afford  an  indemnity  to  the 
party  making  it.  Or  how  if  the  report 
had  been  rejected  ?  In  either  case  it 
is  the  nature  and  discharge  of  the  duty, 
and  not  the  success  attendant  on  the 
execi^tion  of  it,  that  must  operate  the 
indemnity  to  the  servant  of  the  stale. 
It  must  rest,  it  is  presumed,  on  princi- 
ple, not  on  caprice.  Much  less 
could  the  opinion  of  the  judge  advo- 
cate, if  he  had  been  a  professional  man, 
which  was  not  the  case  here,  have  been 
imperative  on  the  commander-in-chief. 
It  is  his,  the  judge-advocate's  oifice 
to  inform,  not  to  control  his  superior*s 
judgment.  With,  the  latter  .the  dis- 
cretion is  constitutionally  left  to  decide 
on  the  whole  matter. 

To  shew  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  interference  of  the  government,  in 
the  release  of  the  quarter-master- 
general,  and  its  effects  on  the  rights 
of  the  army,  it  will  be  fit  to  take  a  short 
view  of  the  relative  authority  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  of  the  go- 
vernor-i  n-cduncil . 

The  first  is  an  officer,  appointed  ge- 
nerally, as  in  this  instance,  by  his 
majesty  and  the  court  of  directors, 
to  the  supreme  command  of  the  joint 
army  of  the  king  and  the  East  India  com- 
pany, with  all  the  usual  powers,  incident 
to  such  command  ;  and,  among  others, 
with  the  power  of  holding  courts 
martial,  for  bringing  military  offenders 
to  justice;  whether  they  be  officers 
or  privates  of  the  king,  or  of  the 
East  India  company.  The  27th  of 
bis  late  Majesty,  the  standing  Mutiny 
act  for  the  government  of  the  compa-^ 
oy's  armies,  expressly  enacting,  in  Sec- 
tioQ3d,  that  whenever  his  Majesty's 


forces  shall  be  employed  in  the  defence 
of  the  company's  settlements,  os  assist 
against  their  enemies  in  the  East  In- 
dies, the  power  of  appointing  oourti 
martial  shall  be  in  the  oomnumder-io- 
chief  of  his  majesty's  forces,  for  the 
time  being,  pver  such,  the  said  compa- 
ny's officers  and  soldiers.  In  the  ab* 
sence  of  a  a)mmander-in-chief,  then  it 
is  competent  to  the  court  of  directors, 
and  then  only,  being  first  duly  authori- 
zed by  the  King,  by  a  special  commis- 
sion to  that  effect,  to  atithorize  and 
empower  their  presidents  in  council,  by 
a  warrant  under  seal,  to  appoint  (X)Qrts 
martial^  and  to  empower  the  companj's 
commander  in  chief  also  to  assemblt 
the  like  courts. 

Thus  the  respective  powers  of  tbs 
commander-in-chief  of  the  King*! 
forces,  and  of  the  governor  or  presid^ 
of  the  company's  council,  are  so  clearly 
defined,  that  it  would  seem  impossible 
they  could  be  mbinterpreted.  The 
whole  judicial  power,  as  respects  the 
joint  army  of  the  King  and  Company, 
is  placed  expressly  in  the  hands  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Kiogi 
forces  for  the  time  being,  not  to  be  ex- 
ercised, in  any  ev^nt,  by  the  governor 
or  president,  but  in  the  absence  of  s 
king's  commander  in  chief.  The  right 
of  holding  courts  martial,'and  of  affirm- 
ing or  disallowing  their  sentence,  ne* 
cessarily  includes  all  the  subordinate 
powers  requisite  fbr  bringing  military 
offenders  before  these  courts  for  the 
purpose  of  trial,  as  well  as  the  subse- 
quent means  of  carrying  the  sentence 
into  execution. 

The  office  of  the  governor  or  pre- 
sident in  council,  is  tdore  ample  in 
power,  not  less  distinctly  marked  out, 
than  the  province  of  the  con^mander- 
in-chief. 

The  33d  q(  his  majesty  plainly  de- 
scribes what  authority-is  lawfully  re- 
sident in  this  important  officer;  in 
whom  and  his  council,  in  all  instances, 
and  at  some  times  in  the  governor 
alone,  on  his  single  responsibility,  is 
vested  the  whole  civil  and  military 
government  of  the  presidency,  and 
all  territorial  acquisitions,  within  the 
prescribed  range  of  his  authority.    Bui 
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H  It  at  the  sdme  time  declared  in  the ' 
act,  which  gives  this  large  and  exten- 
sive power,  that  it  is  not  arbitrary,  and 
QDConfined,  but  limited  and  restricted 
bj  the  laws  then  in  fierce,  for  the 
government  of  the  British  possessions 
io  India  ;  or,  in  the  qoaiht  language  of 
the  statate,  **  snbject  to  such  rules,  re- 
"gulalions,  and  restrictions,  as  are 
''  made,  provided,  or  established  in 
"  that  t>eha)f  in  this  act,  or  acts  now 
"  m  force,  and  not  by  this  act  repealed 
"  or  altered/*  Now  neither  by  the  33d 
of  the  King,  nor  by  any  other  act  pre- 
ceding or  aobsequent,  has  the  judicial 
power,  given  by  the  27th  of  his  late 
Majesty,  been  abridged  or  taken  away 
firom  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Kings  forces,  acting  in  conjunction 
with  the  troops  of  the  company.  It 
may  therefore  be  affirmed,  that  how- 
floever  the  authority  of  the  governor- 
io-council  may  have  been  extended  by 
this  act,  that  the  new  power,  granted 
by  it,  cannot  interfere  with  the  ob- 
jects governed  by  preceding  positive 
regulations. 

If  the  wkofe  civil  and  military 
power,  mentioned  in  the  33d  of  th« 
King,  be,  as  asserted,  a  relative  and  not 
ao  al»olute  term,  it  would  then  seem  to 
result,  that  the  commander-in-chief, 
and  the  governor-in-council,  stood 
io  the  same  relation  each  to  the  other, 
after  the  passing  of  that  act,  as  they  did 
hefore  :  and  that  the  former  was  alto- 
gether independent  of  the  latter  power 
in  all  matters  respecting  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  in  military  cases. 
A  contrary  supposition,  giving  a  larger 
scope  to  the  §tatute,  would  overturn 
the  entire  constitution  of  things.  If 
the  whole  civil  power,  which  is  con- 
veyed at  the  same  time  with  the  mili- 
tary power,  should  be  supposed  to  be 
vtflted  absolutely  in  the  governor-in- 
council,  what  would  coniroul  him,  if 
he  CO  willed,  from  interfering  in  the 
whole  scheme  for  the  administration 
of  justice,  civil  as  well  as  criminal, 
among  bis  majesty's  and  the  company's 
tobjects.  He  might  throw  open  at 
pleasure  the  doors  of\the  gaol  to  the 
debtor,  as  well  as  the  criminal,  de- 
spising the  form  atid  figure  of  the  in- 
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and  violating,  with  the  insiitutioni 
themselves,  the  security  of  the  public 
peace  ;  and  thus  become  the  sole  un- 
questionable arbiter  of  life,  fame,  and 
fortune.  But  these,  the  first  objects  of 
society,  are  surrounded  by  a  hundred 
safeguards  :  by  courts,  jeaioas  of  their 
protection,  by  magistrates,  whose 
only  care  it  is  to  attend  to  them,  and 
by  a  power  to  enforce  the  vigilance  and 
duty  connected  with  so  sacred  a  trust. 
This  interesting  charge  could  not  be 
placed  by  the  British  legislature,  or 
imagined  by  a  British  head»  in  the 
hands  of  a  single  and  uncontrolled 
agent. 

It  is  necessary  only  to  state  the  ex- 
tremes to  which  a  different  interpreta- 
tion of  the  statute  might  tend  ;  to 
shew  the  fellacy  of  the  assumption, 
that  an  unlimited  authority,  over  the 
whole  civil  institutions,  was  given  by 
the  act  last  mentioned.  The  military 
authority  of  the  governor-in-councif, 
be  it  what  it  may,  is  conveyed  in  the 
same  sentence  and  language,  and 
under  the  same  limitation  with  the  ci- 
vil authority,  and  must^  therefore,  be 
taken  to  be  circumscribed  by  the  like 
bounds. 

If  the  powers  of  the  governor  have 
been  rightly  viewed  and  fairly  stated ; 
the  release  of  the  quarter-master-gene- 
ral in  the  manner  explained,  cannot  be 
considered  in  any  other  light,  though 
probably  otherwise  contemplated  by 
the  governor,  than  an  infringement  on 
the  lawful  authority  of  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  a  contravention  of  the 
course  of  military  justice,  an  attack  oh 
tl)e  fundamental  rights  of  the  army, 
and  an  oppression  on  tiie  parties  vv  lio  had 
preferred  the  charges.  Of  the  obvious 
eftccf  to  be  expected  from  the  dihturb- 
ance  of  rights  so  various,  and  so  im- 
portant;, it  is  not  now  the  plare  to 
speak. 

This  assumption  of  authority  by 
the  governor  wa?  not  silently  admitted 
by  iieuienaot-genoral  Macdf)wall  j 
though  not  openly  and  strenuously  re- 
sisted. ^A  lormal  protest,  saving  the 
rights  of  the  crown,  and  the  dignity  ol 
his  office,  satisfied  the  present  feeling 
and  honour  of  the  commander -in 
rhi«f     It  would  have  been   most  ad 
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mirable  in  the  HeutenaiH-general, 
though  it  had  required  more  patience 
than  can  be  by  all  men^  and  at  all  times, 
commanded,  if  be  had  contented  him- 
self with  this  representation  of  the 
Insult  oflPered  to  his  high  commission^ 
and  wounded  feelings  $  if  in  his  sub- 
mission  for  the  sake  of  public  tran- 
quillity to  the  usurpation  of  the  civil 
power,  he  had  sacrificed  the  resent- 
ment against  the  individual,  who  had 
induced  the  interference.  But  this 
might  have  been  regarded  by  him  as 
an  unnecessary  compromise  of  his  offi- 
cial rights :  and  he  could  not  have 
foreseen,  in  the  course  about  to  be 
pursued  for-  the  enforcement  of  them, 
the  extensive  and  calamitious  conse- 
quences that  ensued. 

At  the  time  of  the  liberation  of  the 
quarter-master-general  from  his  arrest, 
genera]  Macdowall  was  about  to  em- 
bark for  a  distant  part  of  the  coast  of 
Coromandel,  with  an  ulterior  intention 
tp  proceed  to  Europe.  This  determi- 
nation had  been  previously  adopted 
under  a  mingled  sentiment  of  disgust, 
from  the  alleged  abridgment  of  the 
dignity  of  the  office  of  commander-in 
chief,  and  a  constant  interference 
by  the  government  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  it.  A  farewell  address 
to  the  army,  published  on  the  25ih 
January,  announced  this  intention  of 
the  general;  and,  perhaps,  im- 
prudently, the  reasons  that  bad  led  to 
it.  Being  now  at  the  eve  of  his  de- 
parture,  he  issued  an  order  to  the  army, 
explapatory  of  the  cause  of  the  release 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Munro,  and  de- 
claratory of  a  reprimand  to  that  officer 
for  personal  disrespect  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, for  disobedience  of 
orders,  and  for  contempt  of  military 
authority,  in  appt-aling  dirtctly  to  the 
civil  government ;  in  consequence  of 
-which  appeal. he,the  lieutenant-colonel, 
had  been  released  from  his  arrest.  This 
order  was  published  on  the  26th  Janu- 
ary* •  I8O9.  Of  the  nature  of  the 
order,  an  opinion  has  already  been 
binted .  It  would  have  been  probably  more 
discreet,  as  well  as  more  creditable  to 
the  general,  if  he  had  abstained  from 
the  act)  there  cannot>  however,  be  a 
doubt  of  the  lawful  powers  of  the 


commander-in-chief,  to  eipretf  bis 
sentiments  fully  in  the  matters  con# 
tained  in  it,  and  it  may  be  fairly  said, 
that  such  sentiments  have  been  express- 
ed in  language,  as  delicate  as  the  case 
would  admit.  It  might  be  due,  as 
much,  perhaps  to  the  parties  preferring 
the  charges,  as  to  the  justification  of 
his  own  conduct,  that  some  explanation 
should  be  publicly  rendered  to  the 
army.  But  to  the  order, — the  only 
part  of  it,  capable  of  a  possible  appli- 
cation, by  the  most  forced  construe* 
tion,  to  any  other  than  the  quarter- 
master-general, is  theallusibn  to  that 
officer's  release,  by  the  command  of  the 
president  in  council.  But  not  a  word 
of  censure  or  question  of  the  exi-rcise 
of  the  authority  by  the  governor  in 
that  instance,  is  adventured;  while  the 
order  plainly  shews,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  general  had  yielded  obedience 
to  the  civil  power  in  the  particular 
ordered.  But  the  quarter-master- ge- 
neral is  reprimanded  in  the  order,  and, 
among  other  things,  for  his  direct 
appeal  to  the  civil  power.  Can  any 
one  conceive,  that  it  was  not  possible 
for  the  quarter-master-general  to  be 
censured,  without  the  government 
participating  in  the  censure  ?  They 
must  look  too  deeply  into  the  paper 
for  the  discovery  of  an  intended  in- 
sult, who  could  draw  from  its  body 
the  materials  of  a  designed  offence. 
The  governor  fancied  he  could  per- 
ceive in  it  this  latent  meaning,  and,  in 
the  heat  of  the  moment,  sent  a  man- 
date from  tl)e  government- house  for 
the  suspension  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  and  of  the  deputy  adjutant-ge- 
neral, the  passive  medium  of  publica- 
tion of  the  commander-in-chiefs  or- 
ders. In  one  burned  exertion  of  an- 
thority,  the  military  community  had 
to  witness  the  punishment  of  two  sup- 
posed offences,  of  very  unequal  crimi- 
nality, in  the  same  sentence.  Nay, 
the  accessary  was  visited  with  a  seve- 
rity unexperienced  even  by  the  princi- 
pal, in  being  removed  not  only  from 
bis  office,  but  the  service. 

Surely,  it  would  have  been  enough 
for  the  satisfaction  of  an  honourable 
revenge,  to'  have  pounced  upon  the 
nobler  quarry,  to  have  pierced  the  maa* 
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te  eagle  soaring  in  bis  flight,  witboat 
Moopiog  to  wound  the  callow  covered 
bj  his  wing. 

The  noanner  of  the  governor's  re- 
sentment, unhappily,  wa«  as  renaark- 
ble  as  its  extent.  The  commander-in- 
chief  was  not  obtruded  from  his  office, 
if  such  H  phrase  may  be  allowed,  un- 
til he  had  himself  virtually  and  volun- 
tarily abandoned  it,  by  nailing  from 
the  roads  of  Madras,  in  one  of  the 
company's  regular  vessels.  An  in- 
effectual endeavour  was  made  to  recall 
him,  for  the  purpose  of  communicat- 
ing the  governor's  displeasure,  by  the 
repeated  discharge  of  artillery,  from 
the  ramparts  of  Fort  St.  George,  but 
the  ship  pursued  its  sullen  and  indig- 
nant course,  while  the  populace,  as- 
sembled by  the  unusual  roar  of  can- 
^  Don,  viewed  the  unavailing  passion 
i  that  urged,  and  the  impotence  which 
attended  the  attempt.  The  anger  of 
offended  authority,  as  implacable  as  it 
was  unseemly,  exhausted  itself,  on  the 
ioMowtnfr  day,  in  a  detailed  order  to 
the  army,  full  of  its  own  importance ; 
big  witk  complaints  $  high  in  its  tone 
of  indignation  against  the  absent 
general, — low  and  abject^  as  to  the 
object  within  its  grasp.  The  adjutant- 
general,  on  learning  the  fate  of  his 
deputy,  begged  an  audience  of  the 
governor,  to  explain  the  circumstances 
aitend'mg  the  publication  of  general 
MacdowalPs  last  order.  He  was  not 
fortunate  enough  'o  obtain  a  hearing,r— 
but  finding  access  to  his  secretary, 
explained,  that  the  commander-in- 
chief  had  given  positive  instructions 
to  the  adjutant-general  for  the  imme« 
diate  issue  of  the  order  in  question  -, 
but  that  he  having  been  called  by  duty 
elsewhere,  had  instructed  his  deputy, 
major  Boles,  to  give,  a  prompt  effect 
to  the  general's  command,  and  in  this 
manner  it  had  become  accidentally  the 
duty  of  his  deputy  to  publish  the 
particular  order :  that  both  he  as  prin- 
cipal, and  major  Boles,  as  deputy, 
were  ministerial  ofBcers,  and  obliged 
to  receive  and  obey  the  orders  of  their 
comnoon  superior :  that,  nevertheless,^  if 
any  possible  exception  could  be  taken 
at  the  publication  of  the  orders  referred 
to,  be,  aad  not  hit  deputy,  most  be 


considered  responsible;  that,  in  justice, 
he  should  not  shrink  from  his  principal 
share  of  the  blame,  which  attached  to 
theobtdience  that  had  been  shewn  to  the 
immediate  orders  of  the  commander- 
in-chief.  This  liberal  and  frank  avowal, 
communicated  by  the  secretary  to  the 
governor,  had  not  the  effect,  anticipated 
by  colonel  Capper,  of  restoring  major 
Boles  to  his  office,  or  any  other  ope- 
ration, than  involving  him  in  the  same 
predicament  with  his  deputy.  The 
suspension  of  the  adjutant -general  wm 
announced  to  the  army  on  the  Xst  day 
of  February,  not  for  any  substantive 
and  distinct  oflencc  ;  but  as  the  go* 
vernment  order  generally  stated,  for 
having  been  "  materially  implicated  in 
the  measure  of  giving  currency  to  the 
offensive  general  order  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief." 

Thus,  in  a  few  short  days,  the  right 
of  suspension,  without  any  commu- 
nion with  the  parties  involved  in  it, 
was  exercised  by  the  goveroor^in- 
council  in  three  instances,  em- 
bracing the  head  of  the  Madras  army, 
and  two  of  the  principal  officers  of  his 
staff.  These  extraordi  nary  acts  fraught 
with  additional  notoriety,  from  the  im- 
portance of  the  personages  affectad  by 
them,  ^ere  canvassed  with  much 
interest,  and  with  equal  freedom 
throughout  the  military  body. 

If  any  doubt  existed  in  the  public 
mind  as  to  the  n^ure  of  the  com« 
mander-in-chief  8  order,  or  of  his  ge* 
neral  conduct,  few  men  differed  in 
opinion,  in  respect  to  the  demeanour 
of  the  government.  Some  did  not 
recognize  any  visible  offence  in  the 
act  of  the  general ;  and  conceived 
that  the  government,  in  reprobating 
it,  had  discovered  more  of  passion 
than  of  wisdom  :  all  were  satisfied, 
that  whatever  might  have  been  the 
commander-in-chief's  fault,  (in  a  mili- 
tary view)  it  did  not  extend  beyond 
himself ;  and  the  punishment  of  hit 
staff  officers,  acting  ministerially  under 
his  orders,  was  contrary  to  the  practice 
of  the  army,  if  not  directl;^  dissonant 
to  the  common  notion  of  justice.  A 
subject  of  all  others  the  most  delicate 
and  dangerous  for  discussion,  was  in 
this  way  forced  on  the  notice  of  th4 
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army  -,  in  which  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, from  its  drawing  into  question 
the  principles  of  military  society,  and 
the  rights  of  every  soldier  in  the  army, 
tiiatit  could  be  treated  without  warmth 
and  feeling.  Where  philosophy  itself 
might  be  perplexed  m  her  decision, 
passion  would  seem  to  be  an  im- 
perfect and  improper  judge.  There 
was  scarcely  a  member  o(  the  army, 
from  the  general  applicability  of  the 
last  mentioned  proceedings  to  himself, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  grada- 
tion of  rank,  that  did  not  feel  himself 
most  materially  jiff^cted. 

This  interference  of  Sir  G.  Barlow, 
with  the  customs  of  the  army,  and  the 
rights  of  the  profession,  must  be  deem- 
ed the  most  fatal  of  the  errors  com- 
mitted by  him  in  the  dev elopement  of 
the  principles  of  his  government ;  and 
if  it  be  not  seasonably  renounced,  it  is 
easy  to  foresee  that  it  will  endanger 
the  best  and  dearest  interests  of  the 
state.  They  who  have  observed  mi- 
nutely the  first  measures  of  his  policy, 
and  the  acta  in  which  they  have  been  ex- 
emplified, will  not  have  much  reason  to 
hope  that  he  may  abandon  the  course 
pursued^  though  ihey  may  possibly  form 
variotis  opinions,  according  to  tlieir 
distinct  views  of  things,  of  its  merits, 
or  its  tendency.  Tlie  policy  of  Sir  G. 
Barlow,  so  far  as  it  can  be  interred 
from  the  acts  of  his  administration, 
immediately  investigated,  would  appear 
to  be  a  peremptor)'  reliance,  on  every 
occasion,  in  the  rigour  <jt  his  measures, 
and  the  siu.  g'h  of  his  authority  to 
carry  them  into  execution.  And 
hence,  result  a  perseverance  in  his 
first  L-onncils,  and  a  strict  fxaction  of 
ob  •J'cire  to  them,  let  the  submission 
CO  t  what  it  will  of  leeling  or  of  sacri- 
fice in  others.  This  policy,  from  the 
very  commencement  of  his  govern- 
ment, had  an  organized  appearance, — 
a  sort  of  con'^tirutional  habit,  ut  rather 
the  determined  ^^tructure  of  n  mecha- 
nic property,  SL^t'king  its  own  ends,  by 
fixed  and  uudeviainig  nifars,  and 
neve  stopping  in  its  career,  a:re  s  it 
should  be  opposed,  by  a  superior  phy- 
sical resistance.  The  striking  objec- 
tions to  the  presumed  policy  of  Sir  G. 
£arlow*8  are,  that  it  is  uiiiitted  m  the 


determined  quality  of  its  principle^  to 
the  varying  state  of  things ;  that  it 
implies  a  supposed  authority  in  the 
government,  incompatible  with  the 
liberty  and  rights  of  the  subjects  of  it 
— regarding  the  one  as  eTery  thingj 
the  other  unhappily  as  nothing. 

The  rejection  of  colonel  Capper'ii 
plan,  for  the  amendment  of  the  tent 
contract,  the  abolition  of  that  en- 
gagement, the  summary  suspension 
and  removal  of  the  public  servants^ 
civil  and  military,  the  interference 
with  the  private  rights  of  individuals, 
in  the  course  of  private  litigation,  and 
the  counteraction  of  the  ordinary 
administration  of  military  law,  are 
so  many  instances,  it  may  be  said, 
of  the  reduction  of  this  unhappy  po- 
licy into  action.  But  in  arguing  from 
effects  to  causes,  reason  is  often 
bewildered,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to 
depend  on  it  here,  when  a  safe  and 
more  satisfactory  course  offers  itself^ 
(subject,  however,  to  some  disadvan- 
tage) in  the  accounts  given  of  his 
conduct  by  the  governor  to  his  consti- 
tuents. In  a  future  place,  it  may 
be  requisite  to  refer  to  those  accounts^ 
and  to  examine  in  how  much  they 
confirm  or  repel  the  idea  immedi- 
ately expressed  of  the  policy  of 
Sir  G.  Barlow.  At  the  present  the 
mind  is  ready  to  catch  at  any  cir- 
cumstance, that  may  possibly  be 
means  of  diverting  the  government 
from  the  perilous  tenour  of  its  coun- 
cils, or  the  thoughts  of  men  from 
dwelling  on  the  effects  of  it. 

About  this  time  an  occurrence  took 
place,  which  was  likely  to  give  a  tem* 
porary  employment  to  the  hands  of  a 
large  party  of  the  coast  army  3  and  to 
turn  their  eyes  from  objects  at  home, 
to  more  distant  scenes  and  events, 
mo^t  interesting  to  military  feeling, 
la  the  midst  of  a  deceitful  tranquillity, 
hostilities  commenced  in  a  quarter 
whence  nothing  could  have  been  an- 
ticipated, from  disposition  as  well  as 
power,  but  the  most  perfect  good  will. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  I8O9, 
the  period  now  considered,  a  large  and 
simultaneous  armament  was  ordered 
to  be  in  readiness,  from  several  divisions 
of  the  army,  for  marching  intao  the 
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kingdom  of  IViTancore.  Of  the  sud- 
deo  and  uneipected  rupture  of  the 
ancient  allianee  between  the  rajah  and 
the  company*  and  of  the  hostile  opera- 
tioDS  which  it  induced,  the  succeeding 
chapter  will  treat.  But  the  leaf  of  ihe  pre- 
sent cannot  be  closed,  without  f he  ex- 
presMonof  a  wish,  that  this  unfortunate 
event  in  itself  may  be  productive  of 
some  consequences,  that  may  dimin- 
ish the  evils  naturally  and  necessarily 
flowing  from  a  state  of  wnrfare.  Sin- 
cerely ronst  it  be  hoped^  that  the  in- 
tenrail  of  hostility  may  give  the  gover^ 
nor  an  opportoni ty  for  reflection  on  his 
preceding  measares,  and  on  the  prin- 
ciple in  which  they  originated  :  and 
ottj  induce    bim  to   paaae,  ere  he 


pushes  things  to  ID  extreme,  when 
it  may  be  equally  as  dangerous  to  re- 
treat as  to  proceed— >that  it  may 
afford  him  leisure  to  look  not  only  in* 
tit  himself,  but  to  other  sonrcea 
beyond  him,  remote  from  interest^ 
or  agency,  in  the  antecedent  transac- 
tions, for  the  beneflt  of  accumulated 
wisdom,  and  the  aid  of  dispassionate 
advice,  or,  what  is  equally  to  be  covet- 
ed, that  in  the  occupation  and  bustle 
of  the  camp,  and  the  interest  of  its 
concerns,  the  temper  and  passions  of 
the  army  may  have  time  to  subside, 
and  that  nothing  may  arise  hereafter 
to  excite  and  embitter  the  recollection 
of  the  past. 
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Description  of  the  allbnce  between  the  kingofTravancoreand  the  East  ledta  compaoy— >fint, 
without  any  specific  engagetneot— in\'asion  of  the  lines  of  Travancore  the  cause  of  the  fim 
war  with  Tippoo  Sultaun —  treaties  since  executed  between  the  East  India  company  md 
the  rajih»  but  not  published— by  first  treaty,  executed  in  the  time  of  lord  Welksley-* 
the  lajah  agreed  to  mainuio  a  subsidiary  force  of  two  battalions,  afterwards  of  three, 
with  a  corps  of  ariillery— part  of  the  subsidy  to  be  iiaid  in  pepper— fall  of  the  price  of  thai 
mrticle-^ubsidy  demanded  in  money — supposed  to  have  produced  a  misunderstandinj 
between  the  two  governments— an  undisguised  ill-will  created  between  the  British  residetii 
•od  dewan ;  each  striving  to  work  the  removal  of  the  other— obstacles  existing  in  the  wa] 
of  the  removal  of  the  dcWao,  not  applicable  to  the  resident — similar  minister  removed  at  th< 
Mahratta  court,  exactly  on  the  same  ground— another  resident  said  to  have  been  nominated 
to  succeed  colonel  M*Caulley— colonel  M'CaulIey  instructed  to  insist  on  the  removal  6 
the  dewan^an  indelicate  task— Large  body  of  troops  detached  from  Trichioopoly,  undei 
colonel  Macleody  in  the  month  of  December,  towards  Travancore— ordered  to  halt,  aftei 
it  had  proceeded  several  days  on  its  march— colonel  Forbes  ordered  to  proceed,  in  a  liki 
direction,  with  a  king's  legiment  and  two  battalions  of  Sepoys— bis  march  also  counter 
manded,  by  an  alleged  stratagem  of  the  dewan,  who  pretends  an  inclination  to  retire 
and  requests  an  escort  of  the  British  resident  to  favour  his  design,  which  is  granted— 
on  the  night  of  receiving  the  escort,  an  armed  force  is  sent  by  the  dewan,  to  surround  th< 
house  of  the  resident,  which  is  without  a  guard — the  troops,  surrounding  the  house 
fire   at   the  casement  where    the  resident  stands,    who    miraculously  escapes — cokmc 
M*Caulley  is  bent  on  rtuhing  out  with  his  sword  in  hand,  when  prevented  by  a  domestic 
who  suggest  the  means  of  escape,  which  is  fortunately  embraced— <he  resident  and  servan 
hide  themselves  within  a  secret  recess,  just  as  an  armed  party  eucer— they  search  the  hous< 
without  discovering  the  retreat — at  break  of  day,  a  vessel,  under  English  cokxirs,  witi 
troops  on  board,  is  discovered  entering  a  neighbouring  port,  which  induces  the  party  to  retreat 
when  the  resident  effects  his  escape  to  a  ship,  and  writes  to  his  government  an  accoun 
of  the  treacherous   proceeding — this  happens  just  at    the    conclusion  of  December- 
armed  force  assembled  at  the  dewan's  bouse  at  Quilon — prudential  condtKt  of  colone 
Cuppage  h  detaching  troops,  the  i2(h  regiment  and  a  Native  battalion,  to  the  relief  of  th< 
subsidiary  force— one  of  the  vessels,  on  which  a  part  of  this  force  was  embarked,  oblige! 
to  put  into  Alipee  through  distress  of  weather,  and  want  of  necessaries— thirty»thrce  soldier 
and  a  medical  officer  treacherously  betrayed  on  shore,  and  barbarously  murdered— order 
given  by  colonel  Chalmers  to  captain 'Clapham,  to  proceed  with  five  companies  of  th< 
41b  Native  regiment  and  a  gun,  to  take  pott  near  the  dewan's  house — the  height  to  whicl 
capuin  Clapham  was^rected,  was  already  panially  possessed  by  an  adverse  party  of  men— 
«  body  of  armed  Naiis  appear  in  firoot  of  the  British  detachment— are  challc^ged^ 
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mi  i«liising  to  halt  when  reqaiitd,  are  fired  on  by  the  British  party,which  is  retufoed  by  tiie 
Travaocore  troops ;  one  Sepoy  killed,  and  a  Native  officer  wounded— A  more  geoeral  attack 
tBsixcit  when  the  Nairs  are  repulsed  with  slaughter— oo  the  3 1st  of  December,  major 
Hamilton  sent  to  seize  the  ordnance  at  the  dewan's  hoiue,  which  he  captures  without  loss— > 
the  guns,  though  ordinarily  used  in  firing  salutes,  are  found  to  be  double-shotted— major  H* 
afterwards  ordered  to  oppose  the  passage  of  troops  at  the  bar  of  Aojuvicha,  which  service 
be  cffcrtually  achieves ;  and  the  enemy  driven  back  with  grear  loss— the  enemy  attemputo 
rally,  and  is  again  driven  t>ack-*major  Hamilton  recalled,  to  prevent  his  being  attacked  from 
the  rear — from  the  report  of  the  appearance  of  vast  numbers  of  the  enemy,  col.Chalmers  takes 
post  for  a  night  at  the  fort  of  Qjuilon— moves  out  again  to  the  cantonment  in  the  morning—' 
receives  a  reinforcement  some  days  afterwards,  of  his  majesty's  isth  regiment,  commanded 
byr  colonel  Picton— on  the  i^ih  of  January  il)e  enemy  attacks  colonel  Chalmers,  and  is 
every  where  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  700  men  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  of  ten  pieces 
of  ordnance— the  enemy  ukes  up  a  position  in  front  of  colonel  Chalmers's  encampment ; 
and  detaches  a  large  body  against  Cochin,  which  is  most  gallantly  resisted  and  defeated  by 
major  Hewitt— thanks  of  the  government  given  to  colonel  Chalmers  and  major  Hewitt, 
and  the  officers  and  troops  serving  under  them— The  troops,  before  ordered  to  march  from 
Trichinopoly  and  Seringapatam,  again  directed  to  proceed — the  detachment  froni  the  latter 
place  reach  colonel  Cuppage,  who  penetrates  the  frontier  on  the  side  of  Malabar— accotmt 
of  the  first  movement  of  the  force  under  lieut.^olonel  M'Leod,  and  aftervfards  of  colonel 
St.  Lcger  from  Trichinopoly,  on  the  20th  of  January— reached  Palamcottah  the  31st— 
colonel  St.  Lc^er  arrived  off  the  Arambooly  lines,  the  6th  of  February— causes  of  the 
war  now  proclaimed  in  a  manifesto— ordered  to  be  circubted  in  Travancore,  and  the 
adjoining   districu — seems  a  direct  declaration  against .  the  dewan — observations  on  the 
manifesto— the  lines  reconnoitred  on  the  sixth  and  subsequent  days,  and  ston6ed  aiid  car* 
ricd  on  the  loih  of  February— description  of  the  Arambooly  lines— thanks  of  the  govemmeot 
returned  to  colonel  St.  Leger,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  detachment— the  Aram* 
boolly  gate  fortified  and  garrisoned- numbers  of  the  inhabitants  flock  to  the  British  campw 
tinder  the  terms  o^  the  proclamation — the  collector  of  Tinncvelly  proposes  to  introduce 
the  company's  civil  regulations  into  the  conquered  district;  but  is  prevented  by  colonel 
St.  Leger,  who  takes  the  responsibility  of  the  aa  on  himself— this  detachment  being  re- 
inforced from  Ceylon,   proceeds  towards  Cotar  and  Nagrecoil— dispedtions  made  br 
colonel  St.  Leger  for  the  attack  on  these  villages— assault  and  defeat  of  the  eoemy^- 
halts  the  detachment  for  one  day— 00  the  19th  of  February,  proceeds  to  Oodagherrv 
snd  Papanaveram,  which  are  surrendered  without  a  shot— 160  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  ammunition,  found  at  Oodaghcrry— colonel  St.  Leger  receives  a  second 
vote  of  thanks  from  the  government— after  the  possession  of  the  last-mentioned  places, 
colonel  St.  I^gcr  receives  various  overtures  for  peace^-these  arc  referred  to  the  resident— 
in  the  mean  time  he  consents  to  observe  a  neutral  conduct — colonel  Sr.  Leg^r  induced  to 
keep  bis  position  from  the  nature  of  intelligence  received  from  colonel  Chalmers— after* 
wards  encamps  between  Oodaghcrry  and  Calachee,  a  sea-pon  on  the  coast ;    whence  he 
sends  succours  to  ^colonel  Chalmers — strengthens  the  defence  of  Calachee — description  of 
the  country  lying  between  cokinel  St.  Leger's  camp  and  Quilon — colonel  St.  Leger  rcccivet 
Intelligence  of  the  demolition  of  the  Southern  lines  by  captain  Town^end^aftcrwards 
receives  orders  to  recommence  hostilities,  unless  the  king  shoiild  give  up  his  minister 
within  a  given  time— colonel  St.  Leger  marches  with  his  detachment  towards  Trevandrum, 
on  the  STth— information  obuined,  that  the  dewan  had  fled  into  the  jungles  on  the  north* 
western,  part  of  Travancore — oathesStb,  colonel  St.  Leger  moves  with  the  flank  com* 
panics  and  cavalry,  within  three  miles  of  the  palace  of  Trevaodram,  and  is  joined  by  ib» 
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femaMer  of  hit  Force  on  iht  next  morning— thoit  review  of  t\ic  further  operations  of  the 
Mibtidiary  force  at  Quilon— the  enemy  makes  a  second  attack  on  these  lines,  on  the  31st  of 
Jaotnryi  and  is  again  repulsed  with  slaughter— colonel  Chalmers,  in  his  turn,  attacks  the 
oft  Itnes*  on  the  ft  1st  of  February — destroys  their  batteries,  and  takes  seven  pieces  oi 
C— enemy  is  dispersed  in  this  quarter  of  Travancore— this  force  afterwards  procecdi 
to  Witliio  twelve  miles  of  the  enemy's  capital,  there  ordered  to  halt  until  the  cooclustoo 
of  tlie  treiCy— "proclamation,  and  reward  oBcied  for  the  apprehension  of  the  dewao^ 
lie  killa  htmidf  with  his  own  hand— b  brought  to  Trcvandrum— exposed  on  a  gibbet— 
ttea^  ogDcd— conclusion. 


It  may  be  neceisaiy  to  premiae,  be- 
fore entering  into  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  the  war»  alluded  to  at  the  con- 
cltuion  of  the  preceding  chapter^  that  a 
long  and  intimate  friendship  and  alli- 
snce  had  subsisted  between  the  East 
India  companf  and  the  king  of  Tra- 
fianoore.  This  connection  was  not  se- 
cnred  at  first  by  any  solemn  compact^ 
but  was  regarded  always  with  as  much 
good  hith,  as  if  it  had  been  protected 
by  the  most  formal  and  sacred  obliga- 
tions. During  the  existence  of  this 
aAliance,  the  snpport  of  the  rajah's 
territories  and  throne,  in  seasons  of 
di/Bcolty  and  danger>  has  not  been 
nominal  merely  b^t  substantial.  A 
most  remarkable  instance  of  active 
friendship  was  afforded  by  the  marquis 
Cornwallis,  on  a  memorable  occasion, 
when  Tippoo  Sultaun  threatened,  with 
a  very  formidable  force,  the  invasion  of 
the  Thivancore  line^.  At  this  juncture 
bit  lordship  interposed,  alnoost  un- 
asked, all  the  authority  of  the  su- 
preme goremment  between  his  ally 
and  the  enemy,  and  saved  his  domi- 
nions from  the  impending  attack. 
This  seasonable  service  was  not  ren- 
dered, without  much  hazard  and  ex- 
pense to  the  British  'government,  l>e- 
ing  tlie  avowed  cause  of  the  firsf  war 
with  the  sovereign  of  Mysore. 

In  later  times,  when  it  had  become 
more  the  practice,  from  the  extent  of 
pur  dominions,  or  the  intricacy  of  our 
relations,  to  mark  the  nature  of  the 
^mpany*9  alliaiu^es,  by  direct  and  ex- 
plicit eoigagements,  the  king  of  Tra- 
vancore, with  other  Asiatic  potentates, 
had  been  required  to  enter  into  trea- 
ties of  ofienrive  and  defensive  aspect. 
Thouffh  these  treaties  are  of  very  re- 
f»nt  date,  they  are  yet  but  little  known, 
and  from  reports  rather  than  from  anv 


authentic  source ;  instruments  of  thii 
nature,  being  generally  committed  tc 
the  private  custody  of  those,  in  charge 
of  the  company's  archives.  From  thif 
circumstance,  it  is  impracticable,  in 
most  instances,  for  any  but  the  parties 
to  the  treaties,  to  render  an  accurate 
account  of  their  conditions  j  but  thcj 
may  be  supposed,  in  this  particalai 
case,  to  be  simple,  and  plain  indeed. 

The  kingdom  of  Travancore  may  be 
said,  in  its  geographical  position,  to  be 
insolated,  or  cut  off  from  the  whole 
world,  but  the  British  Indian  territory] 
our  possessions  completely  hemming  il 
in  on  three  sides,  and  the  Indiaii  oceac 
on  the  fourth  3  a  boundary  scarcely  lesi 
our  own  ;  beyond  which  it  pursoei 
00  commercial  speculations;  nor  faai 
been  known  to  maintain  any  public 
or  political  engagements.  A  power 
so  circumstanced  could  not  be  mud 
perplexed  in  her  diplomatic  negotia- 
tions or  ties.  All  her  defence  mus 
be  expected  through  the  surroundiof 
frontier  of  her  friend  ;  all  her  appre- 
hensions, if  she  can  entertain  any 
must  arise  from  the  same  source 
The  utmost  that  such  a  state  can  bav< 
naturally  to  stipulate,  is  freedom  froa 
attack,  or,  at  most,  the  quota  of  sup 
ply,  that  she  should  contribute  to  tb( 
common  protection  of  a  territorj 
identified  with  her  own.  Yet  it  wouk 
seem,  that  this  power,  wholly  unde 
the  covering  wing  of  British  influence 
has  l>een  burthened  with  all  the  hea?] 
trappings  and  incumbrances  of  ord| 
nary  Asiatic  alliances,  and  has  bee^ 
doomed  to  bear  the  appointment  o 
a  regular  resident,  without  any  pqs 
sible  diplomatic  occupation^  and  0 
a  subsidiary  force,  without  any  piad 
ticable  effect,  but  to  check  and  over 
awe  the  state  which  it  professes  i\ 
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protecti  in  itsiotegrity  and  indepen- 
dence. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  first  trea- 
ty, executed,  we  believe,  at  the  end  of 
the  marquis  Wellesley's  administration^ 
the  king  of  Travancore  was  bo.und  to 
maintain,  in  time  of  peace,  two  bat- 
talions of  Sepoys,  within  the  interior 
of  his  country,  with  their  command** 
ant  and  complement  of  officers  -,  and, 
by  the  modification  of  this,  or  a  sub- 
sequent treaty,  negotiated  by  the  go- 
vernment of  Bombay,  he  was  after- 
wards called  upon  to  increase  his 
subsidy  to  the  extent  of  three  batta- 
lions, with  a  suitable  corps  of  artillery. 
Whether  this  contingent  was  to  be 
further  augmented  in  time  of  war  we 
have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining, 
Dor  the  precise  sums  disbursed  by  the 
Travancore  treasury  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  troops ;  but  in  the  lat- 
ter respect  it  is  understood,  tt^at  the 
Bombay  government,  which  negotiat- 
ed the  treaty,  in  the  genuine  spirit  of 
trade,  conditioned  for  the  payment 
qf  a  part  of  the  subsidy,  in  an  article 
of  traffic,  the  growth  and  staple  of 
the  country,  and  then  in  universal  re- 
quest. But  whether  there  was  a  po- 
sitive provision  of  this  description, 
it  is  not  material  to  enquire,  since, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  actual  payment 
of  the  subsidy  was  adjusted  after  this 
course. 

The  conditions  of  the  treaty  were 
duly  and  regularly  fulfilled  on  the  be- 
half of  the  king  of  Travancore,  until 
the  end  of  the  year  1808  -,  and  it  will 
not  be  doubted  that  the  British  govern- 
ment coptinued,  within  the  same  pe- 
riod, to  furnish  its  military  contingent, 
to  the  extent  of  the  stipulation  ;  and 
both  the  .  contracting  parties  might 
have  been  expected  to  discharge  their 
respective  duties  until  this  hour,  but 
fixr  a  fluctuation  of  commerce,  affect- 
ing the  value  of  the  article  introduced 
into  the  pecuniary  clause  of  the  en- 
gageoient,  or,  according  to  another 
suggestion,  probably  the  natural  one,  a 
new  construction  put,  at  this  particular 
dale,  on  tlu^  t'  »oting  on  which  the  con- 
tracting p'^  V  ^ood  by  virtue  of  the 
treaty,  w  .ce  to  each  other. 

This  oo^ia'.  ^»..*.  i,  if  admitted  by  the 


Travancore  government,  would  have 
converted  its  sovereign  into  a  mere 
dependant;  or  a  petty  commercial 
agent,  to  supply,  accxirding  to  his 
'  means,  the  demands  of  the  company's 
trade. 

It  is  certain,  at  this  asra,  that  the 
price  of  pepper,  the  article  in  which 
the  subsidy  wa&  partly  paid,  had  fel^ 
len,  from  the  circumstance  of  war, 
and  tlie  generally  crippled  state  of  com- 
mercial intercourse  throughout  the 
world,  considerably  below  the  estimate 
on  which  it  had  been  calculated. 

A  requisition,  it  issaid,  was  thereupon 
made  to  the  Travancore  government^ 
that  the  future  payment  of  the  subsidy 
might  be  in  money,  instead  of  the  pro* 
duce  of  the  country.  The  rajah's  answer 
to  this  requisition,  is  said  to  have  beea 
to  the  effect  :—''  that  the  price  of 
the  article,  a^  regarded  the  contracting 
parties,  was  stated  and  covenanted* 
looking  to  all  times  and  all  seasons, 
and  did  not  depend  on  the  value  i^f  • 
ced  on  it  by  strangers,  and  indifferent 
persons ;  that  if  it  had  been  since  de* 
preciated,  by  external  circumatan* 
ces,  as  an  ^object  of  trade;  and  if 
there  were  not,  at  this  time,  all  the 
facilities  for  advant-igeously  disposing 
of  it,  as  existed  at  the  date  of  the  treaty, 
this  was  a  risk  incident,  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  engagement,  to  the  ob- 
ligation on  the  pan  of  the  British  go* 
vernment,  which  bad  a  correspondent 
benefit  in  a  favourable  state  of  things. 
At  any  rate,  the  mode  of  payment, 
and  the  price  of  the  article,  was  de- 
termined by  the  desire  or  acquies- 
cence of  the  company  ;  and  it  would 
be  highly  unreasonable  to  throw  an 
article,  not  everywhere  marketable, 
into  the  king's  stores,  who  liad  no 
adequate  means  of  exporting  it,  there** 
by  rendering  him  liable  to  the  whole 
loss  of  a  speculation  solely  and  purely 
anothers."  If  a  requisition,  in  sub- 
stance as  stated,  had  been  made  to  the 
king  of  Travancore,  this  answer  would 
appear  most  natural  and  conclusive; 
and  should  have  delivered  him  from 
all  further  importunity  on  the  subject. 

Even  if  no  express  covenant  had 
existed  in  the  treaty  for  the  paymeht 
of  the  subsidy,  in  the  way  described. 
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yet  the  acceptance  oi  it  for  a  time^ ' 
according  to  such  regalation,  ought 
to  have  induced  some  degree  of  deli- 
cacy and  forbearance  as  to  the  intro- 
dpction  of  any  change  in  the  future 
manner  of  payment.  It  is,  however, 
generally  stated  and  believed,  that 
the  request  was  repeated,  and  pe^rtina- 
ciously  urged,  bat  produced  not  the 
desired  efi^t. 

This,  aided,  perhaps,  by  •other  co- 
operative causes,  was  the  means  of 
creating  certain  coolness,  if  not  ab- 
aolute  personal  ill  will  between  the 
British  resident  and  the  king's  dewan, 
or  principal  minister.  But  whatever 
might  have  caused  the  subsisting  dif- 
ference, whatever  the  extent  and  the  ob- 
ject of  it ;  it  was  obvious  to  all,  at  this 
leason,  that  the  dewan  and  the  resi- 
dent were  completely  at  variance  with 
each  other}  their  representations  and 
their  acts,  manifesting  publicly,  and 
without  a  wish  of  concealment,  the 
mirit  hy  which  they  were  directed. 
In  this  condition  of  things,  it  was 
not  very  probable,  that  any  public 
^  measure,  be  it  what  It  might,  could 
'  be  promoted  through  agents,  actuated 
by  such  opposite  motives  and  tempers. 
Still,  however,  the  public  relations 
between  the  parties  remained  undis- 
turbed. 

It  was  soon  dicovered  by  the  British 
resident  himself,  that  the  views  of 
his  government  would  not  be  speed- 
ed, unless  he  could  procure  the  re- 
~  moval  of  the  obnoxious  minister,  and 
bis  labours,  both  at  his  own  court  and 
at  that  of  Travancore,  were  indus- 
triously directed  to  that  end.  But 
as  the  dewan  had  considerable  influ- 
ence of  his  own,  and  a  certain  favour 
with  the  king,  this  attempt  of  the 
resident  did  not  succeed,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  was  attended  by  conse- 
quences extending  the  existing  breach.' 
The  dewan,  in  his  turn,  employed 
all  bis  interest  with  his  master,  and 
at  the  Indian  presidencies,  to  effect 
the  recall  of  the  resident,  and  equally 
without  success.  In  the  interval,  it 
waa  perceived,  that  the  personal  feel- 
ings of  the  parties  towards  each  other, 
did  not  abate  j  and  that,  unless  some 
^      uuoaeUisite  measure  should  be  reaorted 


to  for  the  obviation  of  the  natural 
effect  of  such  sentiment,  the  mcst 
lamt-ntable  eVents  might  be  expected 
to  ensue. 

It  is  scarcely  to  be  imagined,  that 
the  king  will  displace  bis  confidential 
servant,  intelligent  of  all  his  affairs, 
and  competent  to  the  administration 
of  them,  from  the  accidental  circum- 
stance of  his  not  being  in  good  fellow, 
ship  with  the  representative  of  bis 
ally,  A  solicitation  to  this  effect, 
without  entering  jnto  the  merits  of 
it,  bears  so  strong  a  semblance  of  a 
disposition  to  intermeddle  in  the  in- 
ternal government  of  the  country, 
that  it  is  likely  of  itself  to  provoke 
oppositiop.  The  rajah  would  have 
had  no  difHcolty  in  discovering  that 
if  it  should  be  once  attended  to,  it 
might  be  converted  into  a  precedent 
for  further  applications  of  a  similar 
tendency,  and  might  be  urged  at  all 
times,  and  on  the  same  ground,  until 
a  minister  should  ultimately  be  ap« 
pointed,  who  would  exactly  tally  with 
the  humour  and  purposes  of  the  Bri- 
tish embassador.  But  what  would  be- 
come, in  the  event,  of  the  interests  and 
importance  of  the  king  of  Travancore  > 
There  would  be  but  one  appointment 
more  needed,  to  reduce'  his  kingdom 
into  a  dependant  and  sdbordinate  pro- 
vince. 

But  though  these  obvious  difficulties^ 
which  could  not  be  overlooked,  lay 
in  the  way  of  concession  on  the  one 
part — there  were  no  obstacles,  of  an 
insurmountable  nature  or  of  a  very 
uncommon  compleciion,  on  the  other. 
It  would  have  been  no  great  sa^ificc 
to  peace,  to  have  replaced  an  envoy 
at  a  friendly  courti  who  had  chanced 
to  be  implicated  in  a  personal  dispute 
with  the  first  minister  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  course  of  policy,  in  such 
a  contingency,  wculd  seem  pbin 
enough  of  itself,  without  any  example 
toenforceit — but  a  precedent  of  this  sort 
was  not  wanting.  A  governor-general, 
of  as  high  character  and  as  fnuch 
political  wisdom  as  ever  presided  over 
the  company's  affairs,  removed  the 
resident  from  one  of  the  principal 
Mahratta  courts,  on  no  oiher  ground, 
for  it  would  have  beeo  impossible  for 
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policy  or  spleen  to  have  suggested 
or  fancied  any  other,  than  the  unfa- 
voarable  seniiment  of  the  durbar 
towards  his  person.  Let  the  diplo- 
matic pretensions  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Macauley,  therefore,  have  been  mor^ 
geuerall/  admitted,  even  than  the/ 
are,  they  might,  it  should  seem, 
faafe  been  sufiimd,  without  any  com- 
proroifle  of  the  interests  of  the  East 
India  company,  or  the  character  of 
the  individual,  to  give  way,  to  prevent 
a  public  calamity. 

The  circumstances  of  the  misunder- 
standing between  the  British  and  the 
lYavancore  minister  ^  was  thoroughly 
understood  at  Madras,  and  had  been, 
for  some  tiooe,  a  topic  of  general  dis- 
cussion, if  not  of  direct  deiit>eratioQ 
in  the  council  of  that,  presidency. 
It  was,  however,  utterly  impossible, 
(torn  the  notoriety  of  the  tact,  that  the 
government  of  Fort  St.  George  should 
be  ignorant  of  that  which  was  known 
to  the  whole  Indian  community  | 
it  must,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of 
surprize  as  well  as  regret,  that  it 
shciild  hazard  the  evil  of  a  war  with  a 
state  in  actual  friendship,  the  eflvsion 
of  British  bk)od,  the  probable  danger 
of  ao  insurrection  in  Malabar,  and  the 
I  almost  certainty  of  a  revolt  in  the 
tcarcely-snbdued  Poligar  countries, 
1  rather  than  remove  a  public  officer, 
I  who  could  not,  any  longer,  from  inter- 
venient  causes^  no  matter  what  they 
were,  fulfil  the  duties  given  to  him  in 
chatge.  Yet  in  this  obdurate  and  ab- 
surd policy,  if  so  it  can  be  called,  did 
the  Madras  government  persist,  at  the 
risk  of  the  complicated  calamities  enu- 
tnerated,  and  the  great  danger,  after- 
wards exemplified,  to  the  personal 
iafety  of  the  resident.*  In  a  conduct 
equally  as  inexplicable,  did  the  same 
(government  authorize  or  countenance 
Its  resident  to  insist,  in  contradiction 
of  the  very  purpose  of  his  mission,  on 
the  renooval  of  the  minister  of  the 
cotirt,  at  which  he  was  appointed  to 
reside.     An  interfereiice  ao  direct  in 


the  internal  administration  of  the  af« 
fairs  of  a  separate  and  independent 
power,  and  in  so  material  a  poinc, 
would  seem  to  assume  such  an  autho* 
rity,  as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  the  medium  of  diplomacy 
for  the  negotiation  of  public  business. 
Sustained  by  the  authority  of  his  go- 
vernment, and  in  obvious  contempt  of 
the  sentimeut  of  the  court  to  which  he 
is  sent,  the  British  resident,  it  may  be 
presumed,  whatever  may  be  his  will 
or  disposition,  can  have  little  power  to 
promote  the  views  of  his  appoint- 
ment, and,  it  may  be  feared,  if  his  pub- 
lic deportment  rise  superior  to  his 
private  sentiment,  that  the  spirit 
which  he  himself  is  able  happily  to 
controul,  may  not  be  so  easily  kept  in 
check  by  the  subordinate,  the  oativo 
officers  of  his  mission.  They  who  have 
any  knowledge  of  the  natives  of  In^ 
in  general,  must  be  sensible  of  the  ft- 
cility  with  which  such  officers  imbibe 
the  feelings  of  their  superiors,  and  ho^ 
apt  they  are  to  imitate  and  improve 
on  the  example.  What  may  we  not, 
therefore,  have  to  apprehend  from  the 
operation  of  such  causes,  on  the  af- 
fairs, fearfully  involved,  of  the  separate 
governments  ? 

It  must  have  been  a  most  painful 
and  odious  task  even  to  the  resident, 
whose  negotiations  must  have  been 
personally  managed  with  the  dewan, 
to  have  proposed  to  that  minister  the 
necessity  of  his  retirement  from  office, 
and  more  especially  to  have  explained 
the  causes,  out  of  which  the  necessity 
was  supp<^ed  to  arise.  Of  the  cir- 
cumstances that  made  this  measure  re- 
quisite, nothing  is  known,  but  whether 
they  were  political  or  private,  they 
could  be  discussed  with  Jittle  propri- 
ety, aiid  with  less  temper  between 
parties  previously  indisposed  to  each 
other.  But  there  are  duties,  often  im- 
posed on  the  public  servant,  respecting 
the  execution  of  which  be  can  have 
no  option;  and  which,  in  despite  of  bin 
own  feelings  or    delicacy,  he  is  pe- 


*  Atone  cimeitwaigenermlly  reported  and  believed,  diat  the  fetidenc  had  beeo  recalled, 
aod  ibat  ancnher  officer,  (Major  Biackburne,}  had  proceeded  to  relieve  him,  and  had  advanced 
jcveral  itagea  towards  Tnvaocorc,  when  hu  appointment,  but  on  what  crounds  it  is  not 
WWQ,  was  suddenly  reKindcd.  ,  Digitized  by  dOOg It 
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Ma4iW>rily  bouoden  to  discliar^e.  In 
•uch  a  siruaiion  c-'Joiu-l  ivja.-ui- 
ky  app^iv  to  have  bccu  y  j-  cu  <a 
this  moment ;  and  he  bvenjh  uj  have 
carried  bis  sen^e  ot  duty  so  far  as  ic 
was  capable  ot  extending  ^  iho'igi)  at 
tbe  date  now  con tti^iu plated,  (he  eiiviul 
'  tbe  year  1808,  his  exertions  had  not 
been  crowned  with  any  visible  succebt). 
At  thif  season,  to  give  efTect,  perhaps^ 
to  the  representaiioni»  and  views  of  tbe 
Britisb  resident,  a  laige  body  of  troops 
were  detached  from  Triclunopoly,  pro- 
fessedly with  tbe  intent  to  proceed  in 
a  somberly  direction,  and  acconling  to 
general  report/,  against  Travancore. 
No  secrecy,  indeed,  was  afiected  as  to 
thedesign  of  tbe  armament,  tbe  com- 
(ttiand  #f  which  was  conimittcd  to  heu<- 
teoaut-colonel  Macleod,  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's 69th  regiment.  Ihis  officer 
ha^  made  several  days  marcli  on  his 
route  to  tbe  place  of  his  destination, 
when  be  was  suddenly  ordered  to  halt  j 
mider  an  impression,  perhaps,  that  tbe 
objects  of  hid  government  migb>  be  ef- 
fected without  any  actual  hohiiie  means, 
and  possibly,  th&t  the  knowledge  of 
the  oiovemeot  of  tbe  troops,  here,  and 
in  other  quarters^  about  tbe  same  time^ 
might  have  been  considered  as  a  de- 
monstration, ^sufficiently  powerful  to 
induce  the  king  of  Travancore  to  make 
the  desired  change  in  his  councils. 

At  the  same  moment  of  time»  a 
king's  regiment  atid  two  battalions  of 
Sepoys,  were  ordered  to  move  in  tbe 
like  direction  from  Seringapatam,  un- 
der the  command  of  colonel  Forbes. 

It  is  said,  however,  and  the  fact  ap- 
pears very  probable,  that  tbe  march  of 
tbe  troops,  and  other  military  prepara- 
tions,  were  suspended  by  an  artifice  of  - 
the  Dewan  ;  who  just  at  this  instant 
made  a  shew  of  voluntarily  resigning 
his  authority;  since  the  retention  of 
it,  as  be  represented,  was  likely  to  ^ 
attended  by  the  ruin  of  his  mas- 
ter aiui  his  country.  He  is  said  to 
have  so  succestfully  imposed  on  colonel 
Macauley  by  this  confession,  and  by 
tbe  earnestness  of  his  application  to 
forwtfd  the  execution  of  his  intention, 
as  to  throw  the  resident  completely  off 
his  guard.  By  a  further  representation, 
from  the  Dewan,  that  his  retirement 


was  likely  to  be  attended  with  persoiuf 
danger,  on  account  of  tbe  unpopoiarit] 
ot  bis  ministry,  be  induced  colone 
Maatuley,  to  promise  him  the  secant] 
ot  his  own  escort,  to  conduct  hifnov^ 
ot  the  kingdom,  to  an  asylum  whicj 
he  mentioned.  This  escort  was  ac 
coidingly  sent  to  him  at  tbe  tim^ 
agreed  upon,  when  the  preparatioi^ 
were  supposed  to  have  been  arrange^ 
for  his  departure.  On  the  same  night 
whi  u  the  rej»ident  had  retired^  with 
out  suspicion,  to  rest,  he  was  suddenli 
aroused  from  his  slumber  by  a  locM 
noibe,  as  if  of  number^  talking  U^ 
ther,  in  the  vicinity  of  his  house.  H( 
immediately  rose,  and  proceeded  U 
the  window,  whence  he  thought  hi 
could  discern  a  body  of  men  drawn  ii| 
in  regular  array,  and  seemmgly  suTi 
rounding  his  habitation.  The  converj 
sation  continued  trom  without,  in  th^ 
course  of  which  he  heard  his  nam^ 
frequently  and  diiitinctly  mentioned 
Determined  to  break  silence,  he  i» 
stantly  demanded,  through  the  lauicej 
*'  Who's  there  V*  Upon  this,  roan] 
voices  cried  out  at  once,  '•  It  is  tbe  cft 
ionei  !*'  and  several  pieces  were  aloMW 
instantaneously  discharged  at  the  casei 
ment,  where  the  resident  .stood,  bol 
witiiout  doing  any  mischief.  Perceiving 
himself  surrounded  by  a  party  of  armec 
men,  whose  de.sign  couilI  iu>c  now  b< 
doutMed,  the  colonel  seized  his  sword, 
and  was  hurr^in^  down  tbe  staircase] 
with  an  intent  of  oppoe»iug  the  en^ 
trance  of  the  party  into  his  bou^^ 
cbusing  to  yield  his  life  in  the  defence 
cf  his  threshold,  ratber  than  rendei 
himself  up,  as  anticipated  by  him,  to  i 
lingering  death  in  the  bands  of  a  merdi 
less  enemy.  For  this  purpose  he  wai 
rushing  to  the  outward  door,  when  he 
was  stopped  in  bis  design,  by  a  doraes^ 
tic,an  ordinary  clerk  in  his  service,  who 
conjured  and  intreated  him  most  fer* 
vently  not  to  give  himself  up  to  despairj 
while  providence  might  interpose  and 
point  out  some  unseen  means  of  deli^ 
verance.  At  this  very  instant  a  tboughl 
suggested  itself  to  this  faithful  servant, 
that  he  might  ensure  his  matter's  safety j 
and  his  own,  by  committing  themselves 
to  a  recess  in  a  lower  apartment,  which 
was  protected  hf  a  door^  scarcely  dis^ 
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•ernibJein  its  opening;  from  the  ordi- 
nary wainscoat.  Into  this  colonel 
Macauley  was  reluctantly  induced  to 
enter,  just  as  the  armed  men  from 
without  were  forcing  their  way  into  the 
dwelling ;  they  ran  with  haste  through 
the  different  rooms  and  chambers,  in 
the  hope  of  seizing  their  expected 
prey.  Every  corner  discoverable  by  the 
eye,  is  penetratedl  and  examined  j  nor  is 
their  search  abandoned,  until  it  appears 
to  be  completely  mocked  by  a  cause, 
for  which  they  know  not  how  to  ac- 
count, and  then  they  betake  themselves 
to  plunder  ?nd  to  destroy  the  property 
aud  papers  of  the  residency.  During 
the  activity  of  the  pursuit,  which 
lasted  for  some  hours,  the  anxiety  of 
iht  resident  may  be  imagined,  better 
than  described  :  he  had,  however,  the 
good  fortune  at  length  to  be  re- 
lieved from  his  yet  perilous  situation, 
by  an  event  almost  as  miraculous  as 
that  which  had  led  to  his  original 
security.  The  day  began  to  appear, 
ai»  these  banditti  had  concluded  their 
quest, — and  discovered  a  vessel,  un- 
der British  colours,  entering  a  port  at 
a  very  short  distance  from  the  resident's 
house.  It  was  ordained  by  providence, 
that  jtist  at  this  juncture,  a  number  of 
soldiers,  in  the  British  uniform,  were 
seen  traversing  the  deck;  and  other  ves- 
sels, supposed  to  be  full  also  of  troops, 
were  heen  at  the  same  time  in  theojfting 
—a  circumstance  which  induced  these 
armed  ruffians  to  seek  a  precipitate 
retreat. 

The  resident  lost  not  any  time,  so 
soon  as  the  way  was  open  to  him,  in 
barrjing  to  the  port,  and  embarking  on 
the  first  ship  that  presented  itself — 
thib  making  sure,  by  his  own  prudence, 
ol  the  full  effect  of  the  providential 
interposition  in  his  favour. 

Houce  colonel  Macauley  may  be 
supposed  to  have  communicated  to  his 
goveroinenl  the  inienupiions  of  his 
tuuctiuns,  in  a  aanner  so  unexpected 
and  so  un precede uted- 

The  treacherous  contrivance,  just 
tioticed,  and  which  was  well  calculated 
to  surprize  its  intended  victim,  was 
hatched,  and  carried  into  effect,  so 
^ar  as  practicable,  some  time  towards 
^  cud  of  December.      Connected 

Vol.  11  * 


with  this  act,  or  in  anticipation  of  the 
consequences  expected  to  flow  from 
it,  the  Dewan  does  not  appear  to  have 
neglected  the  arrangements  necessary 
for  his  purpose.  It  was  now  known, 
that  at  the  moment,  in  which  he  had 
lulled  the  suspicions  of  the  resident, 
he  had  not  only  collected  together  thfe 
armed  force,  employed  in  besetting  the 
residency,  but  had  assembled  at  his 
own  house,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Quilon,  where  the  subsidiary  force 
was  stationed,  a  more  numerous  body 
of  men,  adequate,  in  his  opinion,  to 
keep  that  corps  in  check  j  so  as  to 
leave  him  a  fir  season  for  the  device  of 
other  military  dispositions. 

It  would  appear,  fiom  these 
arrangeinents,  that  the  treason  of  the 
Dewan  was  neither  hastily  conceived, 
nor  attempted  to  be  executed  without 
thoroughly  considering  the  possible  or 
probable  contingencies  to  which  it 
might  lead.  Still  there  i.  no  reason  to 
imagine,  that  this  abominable  plan 
originated  in  any  other  source  than  the 
hf-ad  of  the  Dewan.  It  has  never  been 
insinuated,  nor  believfed,  that  the  king 
of  Travancore  gave  any  countenance 
to,  or  had  any  previous  knowledge  of, 
the  treachery  of  his  faithless'  minister; 
as  far,  indeed,  as  respected  the  pi4blic 
interests,andthedemeanouroftherajah, 
it  was  not  known,  except  from  the 
military  preparations  in  the  southward 
of  the  Carnatic,  and  some  other  move- 
ments, immediately  about  to  be  no- 
ticed, that  any  serious  misunderstand- 
ing existed  between  him  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  East  India  company. 
These,  however,  manifested  a  tempo- 
rary design,  not  very  favourable  to  the 
king,  and  which  had  been  delayed  only 
in  its  progress,  by  some  secret  reasons 
operating  on  the  mind  of  his  ally. 
A  cause,  however,  is  now  offered,  in 
the  wicked  counsels*  and  acts  ot  his 
minister,  unless  disowi^ed  and  punish- 
ed, for  justifying  the  intended,  and 
half- prosecuted  hostility  of  the  com- 
pany's government. 

It  will  be  in  this  place  necessary  to 
state,  that  the  vessel,  which  so  season- 
ably appeared  off  the  port  of  Cochin, 
so  as  to  work  the  final  delivery  o(  the 
resident,  was   only  the  forerooaer  of 
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several  others,  which  had  been  taken    together,  and  in  that  way  thrown,  with 
up  by  colonel  Cuppage,  in  command    a  heavy  stone  appended  to  their  necks, 
of  the  Malabar  provinces,  for  the  con-    '•"''  "••^**  -"  -^ — -"=*"  k^-^i-  -^«-i- 
veyance  of  his  majesty's   12th  regi- 
ment, and  a  battalion  of  sepoys,  to  the 
reinforcement  of  the  subsidiary  force. 
That  prudent  and  gallant  officer  hav- 


and  with  an  inhumanity  hardly  equal- 
ed on  record,  into  the  back  water  off 
the  port.  At  the  time  that  this  atro- 
cious act  was  committed,  no  public 
ground  had  been  assigned  for  the  hos- 


ing received  information,  it  seems, from  tilities,    newly   commenced,   nor  can 

his  private  sources,  that  theTravancoie  any  be  fancied,    that  could  palliate  so 

government  had  lately  set  on  foot  an  ex-  base  and   so  worthless  a  proceeding, 

tensive  armament  in  the  southern extre-  But  the  ferocity  of  the  deed  marks  the 

mity  of  that  country,  bad  taken  upon  spirit  of  the  times,  and  may  be  sup- 

himself  the  responsibility  of  detaching,  posed  to  bespeak  the  confidence  of  the 

to  the  support  of  colonel  Chalmers,  in  Travancore  government;  in  its  resour- 

conlmand  of  the  subsidiary  force,  this  ces  and  arrangements,  and  a  freedom  of 

large  proportion  of  the  troops  subject  apprehension  from  any  retaliatory  prac- 

to his  immediate  command;  a  promp-  tice,  if  the  idea  ef  such  a  retaliation 


titude,  not  less  declaratory  of  his  pru- 
dence and  foresight,  than  of  his  zeal 
and  attachment  to  the  service.  These 
arrived,  but  with  one  exception,  in 
good  time,  and  were  esteemed  by 
colonel  Chalmers  as  a  most  seasonable. 


could  ever  be  supposed   to  enter  into 
any  civilised  mind. 

The  principal  military  preparations 
of  the  Travancore  government,  were 
made,  and  directed  in  the  first  instance, 
against  the  subsidiary  force  at  Quilon, 


as  well  as  indispensable  relief;  and  The  vigilaitce  of  colonel  Chalmers 
enabled  him,  as  he  amply  and  grate- 
fully acknowledged,  to  withstand  tlie 
no  longer  concealed  approaches  of  the 
Travancore  troops,  that  thrciilened 
otherwise  to  overwhelm  him.  I'lie 
missing  vessel,  which  had  on  board 
a  surgeon,  and  about  thirty-three  pri- 


seems  to  have  >anticipated  the  attack 
meditated  ogainst  him. 

On  thp  30th  of  December,  the 
commandant  of  the  subsidiary  force 
received  intelligence.on  which  he  could 
rely,  that  a  large  body  of  armed  mea 
had  t)een  assembletl  on  that  morning, 


vates,  belonging  to  his  majesty'bl2th  re-    at  the  house  of  the  dewan,  and  in  the 

giment,  had  been  clela>ed  in  iis  course    •-'''   - -^  -^     -  —     ^'^^ 

by  contrary  Windsor  currents,  and  had, 
on  that  account,  been  obliged  to  put 
in  at  the  port  of  Alippee,  on  the  coast 
of  Travancore,  for  a  supply  of  water 
and  other  necessaries.  Two  or  three 
of  the  soldiers  landed  immediately  on 
the  vessel's  arriving^  at  her  anchorage, 
and  being  told  by  certain  officers,  ip 
the  service  of  the  rajah,  that  a  large 
body  of  British  troops  were  in  the 
neighbourhood,  they  were  induced  to 
back   to  their  comrades  with   the 


go 

intelligence,   and   with   an    assurance 

that   they   woi'.ld  be    provided     with 

every  requisite  on   landing,   to  enable 

them   to  proceed   to  the  detachment 

near  at   hand.     Knowing   nothing  of 

any  existing  hostility,  nor  sns{>ecting 

any   deceit,   the   whole   of  the  parly 

disembarked,    and    were    conducted, 

in     seeming  friendship,     some   miles 

inland,  where   they  were  treacherously 

surrounded,  and  overpowered  by  num- 
•  •    1   •  I  -^     I I. 1  i__'_i- 


inclosed  ground  about  it :  that  am- 
munition had  been  delivered  out  to 
them,  with  an  intin)ation  that  thej 
should  hold  themselves  in  immediate 
readiness  for  service.  As  such  an 
assemblage  had  not  previopsly  taken 
place,  without  communication  with  co- 
lonel Chalmers,  and  as  it  was  attended 
with  circumstances  so  suspicious,  he 
naturally  expected  and  prepared  him- 
self for  an  attack.  He  ordered,  in 
consequence,  the  whole  force  under  bis 
command,  to  sleep  that  night  00  their 
arms.  He  had  scarcely  issued  his 
(jrders  to  this  eflTect,  when  fresh  intel- 
ligence r..\'Khcil  him,  that  another  mili- 
tary forcf,  conxi^ting  of  nunwroui 
armed  Nairs,  had  been  collected  at 
Paroor,  about  ten  miles  to  the  south- 
ward ofcolonel  Chalmers's  cantonment, 
for  the  purpose  of  advancing  in  lU 
direction  of  the  subsidiary  tbrce.  Thi) 
information  induced  the'commandan 
of  that  force   to  give  specific  instruc 
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panics  of  the  Ist  battalion  of  the4tb 
Nati?e  regiment,  with   a  gun,  to  ^- 
vance,  under  the  comnnand  of  captmn 
Claphann,    to  take  post  on  a  height, 
commanding  th^  position  of  the  de- 
wan's  house,  so  as  to  keep  the  body  coU 
lected  there  in  check,  and  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  his  beingexposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  two  difierent  bodies  of  troops 
at  the  same  instant.     This  detachment 
had  scarcely  arrived  at  the  point  assign- 
ed for  it,  when   it  was  observed  that 
a  small  hill^   immediately  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  post,  had   been   already 
possessed    by  a    body  of  Travancore 
troops,  who  were  increasing  momen- 
tarily in  their  numkiers.     It  now  ap- 
peared, that    this  commanding  emi- 
nence was  as  much  a  military  object  to 
tbe  Travancorean,  as  to    the    British 
coraroandant ;    and  captain   Clapham 
lost  not  any  time  in  making  the  neces- 
sary dispobitions  for  the  defence  of  the 
beigbt.    These  were  scarcely  effected 
when  a  considerable  column  of  Nairs, 
anned  with  musquets,  pikes,  and  otfier 
missiles,  was  seen  rapidly   advancing 
on  bis  firont ;  it  was  challenged,  on 
its  approach,    more  than  once,    and 
requested  to  halt  -,  but  heedless  of  the 
challenge  and    request,  it  proceeded 
steadily  towards  the  British    detach- 
ment, then  drawn  up  in  line,  and  evi- 
dently with  a    design    to  charge   it. 
Tbe  Travancorean  force  had  now  ar- 
rived within  ten  paces  of  captain  Clap- 
ham,  when  that  oiBcer,  unawed  by 
their  numbers  and  resolute  appearance, 
gave  immediate  orders  for  his  detach- 
ment to  fire,    which   was    Instantly 
returned  by  the  force  opposed  to  it, 
by  which  one  sepoy  was  killed,  and 
one   subadar,    of  captain  Clapham's 
[«nall  party,  wounded.    The    British 
troops  loaded  and  fired  again  with  so 
i  much  quickness  and  precision^  that  the 
«nemy   was    obliged,    after    making 
teveral  ineffectual  attempts  to  gain  the 
bei^ht,  and  after  rallying  on   frequent 
^•palsies,  to  abandon  his  design,  with 
*be  loss    of  many  men    killed    and 
bounded.     After    this    spirited    and 
iluccessful  resistance,  th?  British  de- 
tochment  was  permitted  to  keep  its 
K'tion  without  any  further  molesta- 
poOfdwfiQg  the  night. 


On  the  next  morning,  tbe  31st  of 
December,  major  Hamilton,  of  the 
2d  battalion  of  the  13lh  Native  infan- 
try, with  ^ve  companies  of  the  4th 
regiment,  reinforced  by  two  flank  com« 
panics  of  his  own  battalion,  was  orUer- 
ed  by  colonel  Chalmers  to  advance 
and  take  possession  of  the  battery  at 
the  Dewan*s  house )  which  he  effected 
with  much  spirit,  and  without  any  loss* 
The  capture  of  two  brass  four  pounders^ 
and  four  iron  guns  of  the  same  calibre, 
was  the  fruit  of  this  service;  which  was 
safely  conveyed  within  the  British  lines. 
These  guns  were  placed  here  origin 
nally  for  the  purpose  of  firing  salutes ) 
but,  on  esiamination,^  after  they  had 
come  into  the  possession  of  colonel 
Chalmers,  they  were  all  found  to  be 
Hoaded  and  doubly  shotted.  They  were 
captured  also  in  a  situation,  in  which 
thev  were  not  usually  placed,  a  spot 
having  the  command  of  the  only  road 
leading  to  the  dewan*^  house.  This 
circumstance  would  sufficiently  indi- 
cate the  hostile  design  of  the  dewan  at 
this  juncture,  if  it  had  not  beea 
discovered  in  more  direct  and  unequi- 
vocal acts. 

This  enlerprize  was  succeeded  by 
another  of  equal  good  fortune.  Before 
major  Hamilton  could  return  to  the 
position  whence  he  had  been  detached 
early  in  the  morning,  he  was  required 
to  push  forward  with  his  party  to  the 
bar  at  Anjuvkha,  about  five, miles  to 
tbe  north  df  the  encampment  of  Colo- 
nel Chalmers,  in  consequence  of  in- 
telligence having  been  received  by  the 
latter  officer,  that  the  enemy^  in  great 
numbers,  were  crossing  the  river  ia 
that  direction.  This  movement  of 
major  Hamilton  Was  directed  with 
a  view  to  prevent  the  flirther  passage 
of  the  Travancore  troops,  and  to  keep 
those  already  landed  in  check.  Seve- 
ral small  parties  of  troops  were  en« 
countered  on  the  way,  who  fled  on  the 
approach  of  the  British  detachment : 
one  of  these,  however,  was  luckily 
intercepted,  from  the  commandant 
of  which,  major  Hamilton  derived 
intelligence  of  the  strength  and  situa- 
tion ot  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  It 
appeared  that  the  force  ot^  both  banks 
of  the  river  aonouoted  to  4J0QOJitestv^ 
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kr  troops,  with  a  regular  body,  as  well 
disciplined  as  aiiy  in  the  rajah's  service, 
called  the  Carnatic  brigade.  This  latter 
force  had  arrived  but  a  tew  hours,  pre- 
viously, from  Alippee.  This  iiuelligence 
induced  major  Hamilton  to  proceed 
with  expedition  to  Anjuvicha,  where 
be  arrived  just  as  a  numerous  body  of 
the  enemy  was  crossing  the  water  in 
their  boats  ;  while  another  was  drawn 
up  on  shore  to  protect  their  landing. 
Perceiving  that  a  moment  was  not  to 
be  lost,  the  British  commandant  or- 
dered an  immediate  attack  on  the 
party  on  shore,  which  was  commenced 
by  a  heavy  a^id  effective  fire  of  grape 
andmusketryj  which  made  so  severe  an 
impression  on  the  opposed  forces,  that 
they  were  dispersed  in  an  instant,  pur- 
sued to  the  bar,  and  driven  headlong 
into  the  water.  B'our  hundred  of  the 
enemy  were  left  dead  on  the  banks,  and 
numbers  drowned  in  the  attempt  to  cross 
the  ford.  The  prisoners  takenon  this  oc 
casion  amounted  to   nearly  a  huudred. 

A  battalion  of  the  Carnatic  brigade 
was  drawn  up  on  the  oppo^^ite  side  of 
the  bar,  and  witnessed  the  slaughter  of 
their  countrymen  and  fellow  soldiers, 
without  ai,tempting  any  thing  further 
to  their  assistance,  than  a  few  dis- 
charges of  their  small  arms,  and  from  a 
distance  at  which  they  could  do  no 
execution.  On  the  dispersion  aad 
discomfiture  of  the  enemy  on  the  near- 
er side  of  the  river,  major  Hamilton 
directed  his  artillery  to  be  opened  on 
the  Carnatic  battalion  on  the  opposite 
ehore,  which  precipitately  retired  al- 
most at  the  first  shot. 

In  about  two  hours  afterwards,  the 
Carnatic  battalion,  being  reinforced, 
and  accompanied  by  heavy  artillery, 
resumed  its  original  station,  and 
opened  a  brisk  cannonade  of  round 
and  grape  on  the  British  forces,  which 
was  returned  with  equal  spirit.  While 
this  firing  was  maintained  on  the  oppo- 
tite  shore,  with  a  view  chiefly  to  occu- 
py thq  attention  of  major  Hamilton, 
the  enemy,  by  means  of  his  boats, 
transported  great  numbers  of  his  troops 
across  the  river,  at  a  different  place^  in 
the  expectation  of  attacking  the  Bri- 
tish party  in  the  rear.  But  this  design 
was  seen  and  frustrated  by  the  activity 


ture,  issued  hi^  orders  for  the  recall  c 
rriajor  HainiKon's  deta'hment  withJ 
the  lineb  01  the  caritonujent. 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  eveninj 
inforniatior  reacht-d  :*olonel  Chalmen 
that  a  body  of  N^irs.  to  the  numbi 
hi  10,000,  wereadvarcmg  very  rapid 
on  the  side  of  Paroor.  From  ll 
enemy,  thus  pouring  in  from  evel 
quarter,  in  numbers  sufficiently  p«^ 
erful,  and  with  regular  means  ot  d 
noyance  and  of  attack,  colonel  Ch\ 
mers  thought  it  prudent  to  shift  I 
position,  and  take  post  in  tfieiuid 
fori  of  Quilon,  which  otherwise, 
apprehended,  might  have  fallen  iij 
the  possession  of  the  enemy.  In  t| 
position  colonel  Chalmers  remaiij 
unmolested  ihioughout  the  nigl 
which  was  stormy  and  tempestuoiq 
and,  therefore,  prob:«bly  not  eroploj 
by  the  enemy  in  hostile  operatid 
Colonel  Chalmers,  on  the  follow| 
morning,  not  observing  any  arranl 
ments  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  fori 
immediate  attack,  moved  out  from  I 
fort  to  his  former  ground,  covering' 
cantonment  j  determined  to  await| 
that  station,  the  combined  attack 
the  enemy. 

From  the  1st  of  January  to  the  ll 
of  the  same  month,  colonel  Chain) 
remained  in  the  position  last  taken 
by  him,  fortify mg  ft  by  all  the  pra 
cable  means  of  military  defence.  1 
enemy,  in  the  interval,  drew  all 
available  force  to  this  point,  and  m! 
tairied  himself  in  a  formidable  pos'j 
in  front.  The  state  of  the  strengtl 
the  Travancore  'troops  at  this  dati 
not  exactly  ascertained  5  but  it  is 
derstood  to  have  amounted  to  a 
than  ten  times  the  number 
the  subsidiary  force;  but  the  la 
had  received,  in  th«  interim,  a  i 
valuable  and  important  reinforcemi 
in  his  majesty's  12lh  regiment  of  f 
under  the  command  of  colont* I  Pid 
This  regiment,  with  the  1st  balta 
of  the  17th  Native  infantry,  under 
jor  Hewitt,  had  been  providently 
patched  to  the  relief  of  the  subsid 
force,  without  individual  applicat 
or  communication  with  the  govi 
men t, -but  on  the  mere  motive  of  c 
Del  Cuppage,  in  command  of  the  i 
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had  at  tbU  time  newly  and  seasonably 
joined  the  carap  of  a  lonel  Chalmers  j 
but  the  Native  battalion  had  ^been  or- 
dered to  take  post  at  C(x:hin,  an  unfor- 
tified place,  lying  immediately  on  the 
coa^it.  and  keepitig  the  line  of  comma- 
Dicaiion  opx-n  with  the  subsidiary  force. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  the  enemy 
cootidentJy  relying  on  his  numbers^ 
made  a  desperate  assault  on  the  Bri- 
tish line^,  coiisisting  only  of  one  Eu- 
ropean regiment,  and  three  battalions 
of  sepoys,  with  a  small  body  of  artil- 
lery. A  most  severe  and  sanguinanr 
contest  ensued,  which  terminated  m 
the  entire  repulse  and  defeat  of  the 
Travancore  troops,  with  a  most  heavy 
loss.  On  the  part  of  the  British,  the 
loss  was  comparatively  small  in  the 
aggregate,  falling  principally  on  the 
European  regiment,  which  lost  in 
kiUtd  eight  men,  and  in  wounded 
forty-five; — the  sepoy  battalions  suf- 
fered in  killed  and  wounded,  a  loss  of, 
about  70  men.  The  enemy  left  700 
men  dead  on  the  field  of  battle^  and 
ten  pieces  of  ordnance. 

This  brilliant  action  called  for,  and 
received,  the  public  thanks  of  the  go- 
Tcmor  in  council  of  Fort  St.  George  j 
who  requested  colonel  Chalmers  to  ac- 
cept and  to  convey  tiie  lively  acknow- 
ledgments of  the  government  to  the 
vhole  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, but  more  particularly  to  colonel 
Picton,  of  his  majesty's  12th  regi- 
ment, major  Muirhead,  major  Hamil- 
ton, captain  Newall,  captain  Pepper, 
captain  Macintosh,  lieutenant  Lindsay, 
lieutenant  Arthur  of  the  engineers, 
and  captains  Cranston  and  Ahmuty,  of 
colonel  Chalmers's  personal  staff  j  who 
had  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
themselves  individually  ip  this  mo^t 
gallant  affair. 

Though  the  design  of  the  enemy 
had  been  completely  defeated,  and  his 
troops  repulsed  with  great  slaughter  in 
the  rencontre  just  described,  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  dispersed,  but 
to  have  taken  up  ground,  at  no  great 
distance  from  that  from  which  they 
had  been  recently  driven.  The  nature 
of  colonel  Chalmers's  force,  and  the 
very  limited  extent  of  it,  would  not 
permit  him  to  take  th^  full  advantage 


of  this  victory,  by  the  pursuit  of  the 
fugitives. 

The  enemy  was  so  dispirited,  and  so 
much  worsted  in   this  engagement,  as 
to  seem  incapable  of  recovering  him- 
self for  fresh  rencontres,  without  some 
season    for    recruit,   both    of   actual 
strength  and  of  spirit.     Still,  however, 
he   did  not    remain    wholly  inactive, 
though  incompetent  for  any  great  ex- 
ploit.   On  the  unsuccessful  deiermiua- 
tion  of  the  affair  on  the  British  lines, 
he  detached  an  apparently  overwhelm- 
ing force  against  Cochin,  then  defended 
by  major  Hewitt,  with   the  1st  bat,  of 
the  17th  Native  infantry,  and  a  meri 
handful  of  Europeans,   with  the  hop« 
of  retrieving  and  re-establishing,  if  it 
could  be  effected  by  the  expected  re* 
suit  of  so  uneqtial  a  contest,   the  cha- 
racter and  confidence  of  his  troops. 
Major  Hewitt,  on  the  19th  of  January, 
found  himself  attacked   on  every  ap- 
proachable side,  by  strong  bodies  of 
the  enemy ;  and  in  a  situation  almost 
devoid  of  defence  5  having  neither  tho 
cover  of  walls  nor  of  batteries  :  y«t  in 
these  circumstances    he  exhibited  so 
determined   a   resistance,  aided  by  so 
much  skill  and   bravery,  that  he  re- 
pulsed   the  enemy  in  every  quarter, 
after  repeated  and  ineffectual  struggles 
to  establish  himself  within   the   town.' 
This  severe  and  new  loss,  experienced 
by  the  assailants,  compelled    them  to 
retreat   to     their  main   body,  leaving 
many  of  their  numbers  behind  them,  on 
the  lieltl   of  their  unsuccessful  enter* 
prise.     The  brilliant  efforts  of  a  small 
detachment  of  the  12th  European  regt. 
inspired  by  the  gallantry  of  their  lea- 
der, major  Hewitt,  gave  life  and  ani- 
mation to  the  naiive  troops,  converting 
every  ordinary  individual  into  im  hero, . 
and  empowering    them    to    fe  ts    of 
generous   and  emulous  courage,  that 
would    appear  n  niantic   rather    thaa 
real.     The  exploit  of  this  little  detach* 
mcnt  was  not   thought  unworthy  of 
the  particular  notice  and  distinction  of 
the    government,  which  it  honoured 
and  served. 

With  these  successive  examples  and 
impressions  of  the  spirit  and  entrgy  of 
our  troops,  taken,  as  it  were,  by  sur- 
prise^ the  ardour  of  the  enemy  toaf 
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be  presumed  to  have  been  damped, 
and  could  not  be  restored  but  by  new 
eftorts,  and  by  further  augmented 
numbers.  They  had  still  united,  how- 
ever, in  the  front  of  the  subsidiary 
force,  so  large  an  army,  reckoning  on 
Iheir  mere  numerical  strength,  as  to 
render  it  imprudent,  or  unadvisable  for 
colonel  Chalmers  to  venture  on  an 
Attempt  to  disperse  them.  So  that 
from  a  different  cause,  the  British,  as 
the  Travancorean  force,  was  obliged 
to  remain  for  a  time  inactive ;  but  the 
consequence  to  one  was  different  far 
from  the  othet*. 

If  the  Travancore  troops  were  not 
able  to  achieve  a,ny  advantage,  at  this 
season,  when  they  hnd  attacked  the 
British  force  in  an  insulated  situation, 
without  any  preparation,  and  without 
'the  possibility  of  obtaining  immediate 
reinforcements,  it  could  hardly  be 
expected  that  they  should  prevail^ 
when  supplies  should  be  forwarded  to 
it  from  the  djfferent  contiguous  parts 
'of  the  company's  possessions.  So  that 
inactivity  on  the  one  side,  must  have 
been  politic  and  desirable,  while  on 
the  other  it  could  operate  little  short 
of  the  absolute  ruin  of  its  atfairs. 

It  was  impracticable  for  colonel 
Chalmers,  not  only  from  the  want  of 
cavalry,  but  from  the  dearth  of  public 
cattle,  and  articles  of  equipment,  to 
have  moved  forward  towards  the  ener 
my;  even  had  policy  suggested  such  a 
measure.  This  is  one  of  the  early 
Inconveniences,  and  it  is  easy  to  fore- 
see that  it  will  not  be  the  last,  expe- 
rienced from  the  abolition  of  the  lent 
contract,  noticed  in  the  preceding 
.chapter. 

To  these  bosy  and  agitated  scenes 
succeeded  a  temporary  calm  in  the 
southern  districts  of  Travancore,  which 
jiUowed  time  to  colonel  Chalmers  to 
strengthen  himself  in  his  position,  and 
to  Itiok  with  confidence,  if  he  could 
maintain  it,  for  speedy  reinforcements. 
On  hearing  of  the  sudden  rupture  of 
the  friendly  relations  of  the  two  go- 
vern rn'^nts,  and  the  consequent  dan- 
gerous situation  of  the  subsidiary  force, 
i%  may  be  suppdsed,  that  the  Madras 
gpyernment  lobt  not  any  time  in  for 
israr^ipg  9  sufficient  {prce  from  thid 


company's  provinces,  to  sustain  the 
British  contingent  in  Travancore,  and 
for  further  hostile  purposes,  llie 
troops,  therefore,  that  had  been  equip- 
ed  on  a  former  occasion  aC  Tricbino- 
poly,  and  also  at  Seringapatam,  and 
had  been  suddenly  recalled  on  their 
route  in  the  same  direction,  were  now 
a  second  time  ordered  to  march  for 
Travapcore ;  and  it  was  tort  una  le, 
from  ihe  late  equipment  of  these  sepa- 
rate detachments,  that  they  were  eua- 
bled  to  proceed  wiihont  much  delny, 
or  otherwise,  from  the  want  of  camp 
equipage  and  cattle,  they  might  have 
been  lost  to  the  service  in  the  opening 
campaign,  from  the  usual  season  of 
the  siting  in  of  the  Monsoon  on  the 
Malabar  coast. 

The  troops  from  Seringapatam  were 
quickened  in  their  movements  towards 
Travancore,  by  an  urgent  application 
from  colonel  Cuppage  to  col.  Forbes, 
of  his  majesty's  60ih  regiment,  com- 
manding the  force  ordered  from  My- 
soorj  the  former  officer  having  dis- 
patched,  as  has  already  been  ejf plained, 
an  European  regiment,  and  a  battalion 
of  sepoys,  on  the  first  appearance  of 
hostilities,  to  the  relief  of  colonel 
Chalmers  at  the  British  cantonment  j  a 
provision  which  had  saved  fhat  officer 
and  his  troops,  and  had  enabled  him  to 
make  that  gallant  defence,  or  rather, 
we  should  say,  to  gain  tho^e  splendid 
advantages  over  the  enemy,  which  have 
already  been  noiiced 

1  he  ^id,  solicited  by  col.  Qn ppage, 
arrived  some  time  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  month  of  February,  and 
sefved  to  render  that  s^ealous  and  ac- 
tive officer  competent,  in  point  of 
strength,  which  he  imniediately,  and 
successfully  used,  to  peneiraie  the  lines 
of  the  enemy  on  the  Malabar  frontier  ; 
with  which  effort  the  operation  on  this 
side  of  Travancore  seems  to  have  con- 
cluded. 

After  the  detail  of  these  particulars, 
it  will  be  requisite  to  pursue  ihe  move- 
ments of  the  detachment,  proceeding 
from  Trichinopoly ;  which,  from  its 
importance,  as  a  military  body,  but 
more  especially  firom  its  distinguished 
services,  on  this  occasion^  deserves  a 
minute  atteqtioq, 
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This  detachment,  on  its  first  moving 
rotof  Trichinopoly,  towards  the  end  of 
the  month  of  December,  and  before  the 
anticipation  of  hostilittesi  on  the  part 
of  the  King  of  Travancore,  was  con- 
fided to  the  command  of  lieuienant- 
colone)  Macieod,  of  his  Majesty  s  69th 
regiment,  which  formed  a  part  of  the 
garrison  at  Trichinopoly,  then  under 
the  command  of  the  honourable  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Arthur  Sentleger,  an 
officer  of  long  standing,  of  great  experi- 
eDce,  and  not  less  reputation  in  local 
warfare.  The  arrangement  of  all 
matters  relative  to  the  equipment  and 
dispatch  of  the  detachment  which  took 
some  imie  in  adjusting,  was  left  to 
the  commandant  of  the  garrison  and 
station,  who  used  every  exertion  to 
facihiaie  the  public  service.  When 
this  had  been  perfected,  and  the 
detachment,  consisting  of  his  Majesty's 
CK)ih  regiment,  the  6ih  regiment  of 
Native  cavalry,  the  1st  and  2nd  batta- 
lion of  the  13th  regiment  of  Native  In- 
fantry, with  a  ftill  compiany  of  European 
anillery,  had  proceeded  certain  stages 
on  its  march,  the  lionourable  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Sentleger,  addressed  a 
letter,  on  the  28lh  of  December,  to  the 
comiBander-in-chief,  general  Macdow- 
all,  requesting  respectfully  to  be  inform- 
ed of  the  reason  that  so  large  a  body  of 
troops  had  been  taken,  in  so  marked  a 
inanner,  from  underhis  command,  and 
placed,  without  arff'^explanation  or 
apology,  under  the  order  of  a  junior 
officer,  while  he  himself  was  left  at 
bead  quaffs,  with  one  troop  of  his 
own  regiment,  the  6th  Native  cavalry, 
and  barely  four  companies  of  infantry, 
to  garrison  the  company's  principal 
j  sooibem  fort.  The  honourable  and 
spirited  writer  concluded,  in  the  event 
of  a  satisfactory  explanation  being 
withcid  from  h»o),  out  of  policy  or  any 
other  motive,  with  soliciting  that  a 
court  martial  might  be  assembled  to 
enqnire  into  bis  conduct,  which  stood 
ioipeached  in  his  own  consideration, 
and  the 'eyes  of  the  army,  by  so  sin- 
gular an  appointment  over  bis  head. 
The  nomination  in  question  had  been 
made  by  the  government,  to  whom  ge- 
oeral  Macdowall  thought  it  necessary 
to  forward^  iwiib  a  proper  recommen- 


dation, the  colonePs  address.  But  it 
appears,  that  while  the  letter  yet  re- 
mained in  the  general's  hands,  that  the 
government  itself  had  removed  the 
supposed  reproach  of  colonel  Sentleger, 
by  appointing  him,  according  to  his 
natural  and  reasonable  expectations,  to 
the  commatid  of  the  detachment  then  in 
progress. 

This  appointment  took  place  on  the 
16th  of  January,  and  though  it  might 
be  imagined  to  wear  something  of  the 
appearance  of  a  reluctant  selection, 
that  circumstance  abated  not  any  thing 
of  the  zeal,  as  it  is  about  to  be  shewn, 
oft  he  officer  appointed  J  nor  discredited, 
in  the  event,  the  more  slow,  and,  it  may 
beconceived,  the  more  considered  judg- 
ment of  the  government. 

Colonel  Sentleger  joined  and  took 
charge  of  the  detachment  on  the  20th 
of  January,  and  arrived  at  Palamcot- 
tah,  without  any  intermediate  events 
worthy  of  note,  on  the  3lst  j  having 
left  the  main  body,  that  reached  the 
same  place  on  the  next  day,  uiKier 
the  command  of  colonel  Macleod.  At 
this  place,  it  was  understood  that  the 
detachment  wouM  be  reinforced  by  an 
European  regiment,  and  field  pieces 
from  Ceylon,  but  these  not  appearing 
in  good  time,  colonel  Sentleger,  sensi- 
ble of  the  necessity  of  rapid  and  imme- 
diate operations,  from  the  season  and 
circumstances  of  the  campaign,  after 
detaching  a  sufficient  succour  to  lieute- 
nant-colonel Vesey  in  Tinnevelly,  and 
providiijg  his  detachment  with  the 
necessaries  requisite  for  its  march, 
proceededwithout  an  hour's  delay,  to  the 
frontier  of  Travancore,  and  appeared 
off  the  Arambooly  gate  on  the  6th  of 
February ;  and  hence  we  have  to  trace 
the  proceedings  of  the  detachment, 
with  a  lively  and  continued  interest. 

But  before  these  regular  military 
operations  be  pursued  in  their  due  and 
appropriate  order,  it  may  not  be  unsea- 
sonable to  explain,  as  the  means  for 
the  first  time  now  present  themselves, 
the  public  and  avowed  causes  of  them. 
The  government  at  this  season  thought 
fit,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  the 
minds,  of  the  neighbouring  powers, 
and  the  8ubje<^ts  of  the  bordering  ter- 
ritories, as  well  as  to  conciliate  the 
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good  opinion  of  the  people  of  Travan- 
core,  who  might  be  averse  from  the 
measure  of  war,  to  transmit  for  pub- 
lication a  proclamation,   in    dilFerent 
languages,    to    be  distributed  by   the 
commanders  of  the  company's  forces, 
Jh  the  various  districts  under  their  con- 
troul.     In  these  official   notifications, 
the  intentions  of  the  government,  in 
invading  the  kingJom  of  Travancore, 
are  specifically  announced.     After  de- 
scribing   the   long-subsisting    alliance 
between  the  two  states,  and  the  ser- 
vices rendered   by  the  British  govern- 
ment lately   and  of  old,   these  repre- 
sentations set  forth,   '*    that   military 
preparations  of  great  extent  had  kuely 
taken  place  in  Travancore,  h()^>tile  to 
the   interests  of   the  British  govc-rn- 
ment, — that  the  person  ot  its  resident 
had  beeii  attacked  by  the  Travancore 
troops,  and  that  an  assault  had  been 
made  on  the  subsidiary  force  at  Quilon, 
that   thesj  outrages  bad   proceeded,  as 
the     governor     in   council    believed, 
from  the  desperate  intrigues  of   the 
Dcwan,    who  had    endeavoured,    by 
false  insinuations,    to  excite  rebellion 
in  the  com[)any*s  territories.     In  order 
to  defeat  the5e  daring   plans  that  the 
governor  in   council  had    directed    a 
large    body  of  troops  to    move  into 
Travancore,    who    would   in  a  short 
time  put  an  end  to  the  power  of  the 
Dewan,  and   restore  order  and   peace. 
That  the  inhabitants  ought  not  to  take 
alarm  at  the  appearance  of  the  British 
troops,  since   the   British  government 
had  no  other  view,  than  to  rescue  the 
rajah  from  the  influence  of  his  minister, 
and  to  re  establish  the  connection  be- 
tween the   two  governments."     This 
singular  and  curious   paper  concluded 
with   an  exhortation  to  the  people  of 
Travancore  to    co-operate    with    the 
Rriiish   government,  promising  ihem 
in   that  event    lli^    fullest    protection 
-— ht)lding  out  at  the  same  time  the 
strongest  assurance  of  support  to  the 
Brahmins,  and  religious  establishment, 
of* the  conrUry. 

Not  wishing   to  delay    the  detail  of 
the  military  transactions  of  the  war, . 
for  the  hostilities  from  this  period  must 
be  taken  to  bear  this  legitimate  charac- 


ter, by  any  nic©  examination  of  the 
particulars  stated  as  the  immediate 
causes  of  hostility,  we  may  be  allowed 
in  this  place  to  express  our  regret  that 
certain  statements  are  wanting  in  this 
paper,  which  would  seem  otherwise 
to  be  deficient  for  the  justification  of 
the  war,  even  on  the  footing  on  which 
the  government  has  chosen  to  put 
it. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  nothing  is 
said  in  the  proclamation,  that  a  demand 
had  been  previously  made  on  the  be- 
half of  the  British  government,  and 
refused,  of  an  explanation  of  the  reason 
for  the  alleged  extensive  armaments  of 
the  Travancore  government  j  or  that 
an  application  had  been  preferred  by 
the  King  of  Travancore  to  the  British 
government,  in  the  alleged  abject  state 
of  his  authority,  (which  had  been 
usurped,  as  it  would  appear,  by  his  De- 
wan)  accompanied  by  a  requisition  for 
the  assistance  of  his  ally,  in  co-opera- 
tion with  him,  for  the  restoration  of  his 
power.  From  the  silence  of  this  State 
Paper,  in  points  so  essential,  it  may 
chance  to.be  inferred,  that,  notwith- 
standing  the  specious  grounds  allied 
in  it,  it  contains  little  else  than  an 
assertion,  though  somewhat  disguised, 
of  the  light  of  interference  of  the  com- 
pany's government  in  the  regulation  of 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  Rajah's  do- 
minions. Such  an  inference  might 
receive  a  colour  also,  from  the  pre- 
ceding acts  of  the  British  government, 
in  ordering,  some  time  before,  consi- 
derabje  bodies  of  troops  to  Travan- 
core— a  circumstance  that  might,  in 
itself,  have  induced,  as  a  necessary 
measure  of  precaution,  those  very 
militaiy  preparations  principally  de- 
scril;ed  and  complained  of  in  the  pro- 
clamation :  an  official  declaration,  of 
this  strange  and  novel  feature, 
that  it  annoiMices  hostility  against  an 
ancient  and  faithful  ally,  while  it  exo- 
nerates him,  in  the  same  breath,  from 
all  share  in  the  circumstances  stated  as 
the  reasons  of  warfare. 

80  far  as  can  be  collected  from  the 
paper,  it  is  a  simple  declaration  of  per- 
sonal hostility,  and  on  personal  grounds  . 
agaiaiflh<^|^ej^l^(5,^{{^it  propose. 
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by  the  inrersioQ  of  the  common  hile  of 
justice,  to  revenge  on  a  friendly  unof- 
fending sovereign*  and  his  devoted  peo- 
ple. A  more  unblushing  manifestation 
of  tjrranny,  perhaps,  is  not  to  be  found 
in  the  acts  of  the  unsparing  conqueror  of 
the  western  world.  It  were  better 
surely  to  have  avowed  not  any  reason 
for  the  violation  of  the  Travancore  fron- 
tier, than  have  set  forth  so  weak, 
and  so  untenable  a  cause  ;  as  unjust  in 
£icr»  as  indefensible  in  policy. 

But  if  the  wa*-  might  want  any  thing 
injustice,  or  in  principle,  as  it  may 
be  supposed  from  the  view  of  ihe  mani- 
festo, it  wanted  nothing,  it  should 
seem,  in  that  imposing  effect,  derived 
from  brilliant  exploits,  to  render  its 
progress  and  its  end  admired,  in  the 
uniformity  of  the  success  attending  it, 
which  it  is  now  our  business  to  pursue. 

It  has  been  before  stated,  that  colonel 
Sentleger  arrived  off  the  Arambooly 
lines  on  the  6th  of  February,  and  on 
tbe  same  day,  it  appears  that  the 
whole  of  the  forces  under  his  rom- 
mand,  encamped  within  three  miles  of 
those  extensive  fortifications,  which 
were  hitherto  supposed,  from  their 
intriusic  strength,  the  natural  obstacles 
against  approach,  and  from  ancient 
repute  and  superstition,  to  be  impreg- 
nable on  every  side.  On  this  and  the 
three  following  days,  the  gallant  com- 
mander of  the  expedition  was  employ- 
ed in  examining  the  strength  of  the 
northern  and  southern  lines,  and  deter- 
mining on  the  point  of  attack;  which 
was  judiciously  chosen  on  various  parts 
of  the  iK>rthem,  or  Arambooly  lines,  and 
measures  promptly  taken  for  carrying 
that  determination  into  effect. 

As  these  far-famed  works  must  be  ge- 
nerally known,  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  give  a  more  particular  description  of 
tbcm,  than  by  stating  that  they  con- 
^tnte  a  line  of  fortifications,  defended 
at  regular  intervals  withbastions,  of  three 
qnarters  of  a  mile  in  extent,  continued 
from  hill  to  hill,  running  in  the  same 
direction,  which  are  thereby  incorpora- 
ted in  the  defiance.  At  each  extre- 
mity is  a  hill,  several  hundred  paces  in 
advance,  on  which  strong  redoubts  are 
coutmcted^  flanking  each  dirisionof 


the  line.  The  natural  rampart  of  the 
mountains,  thus  strengthened  by  art, 
separates  the  Rajah's  territories  from 
the  company's  -,  the  great  Aram- 
booly gate  covering  the  principal  past 
through  the  mountains. 

After  some  working  parties  of  pio- 
neers had  cleared,  with  indefatigable 
labour, 'a  narrow  track  through  the 
Jungle,  both  on  the  north  and  south 
side  of  the  Arambooly  gate,  colonel 
Sentleger  detached  a  parly  to  recon- 
noitre, and  to  make  a  demonstration 
of  attack  on  the  redoubts  on  the  hill,  in 
advance  of  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  line  ;  while  a  more  serious  attack 
was  meditated  at  a  contrar)'  point. 

1  he  command  of  the  second  detach- 
ment, consisting  of  the  two  flank  com- 
panies of  his  majesty's  69th  regiment, 
and  four  flank,  and  five  battalion  com- 
panies of  the  3d  Native  regiment,  wat 
given  to  major  Wt^Uh  To  tins  small 
force  wa«  added  a  few  pioneers,  with 
scaling  ladders,  and  about  an  equal 
number  of  artillery.  This  brave  party, 
under  its  no  less  brave  and  enterprising 
commander,  left  the  British  encamp- 
ment if.  the  evening  of  i*ie  pth,  with 
directions  to  storm  the  batteries  cm  the 
hill,  in  front  of  the  southern  extremityof 
the  line;  and,aftersubduingiheinterve- 
nient  difiBcuUies,  presenting  themselves 
in  thick  uncleared  jungles,  abrupt  as- 
cents, rocky  fissures,  and  deepravines,  at 
length  arrived,  almost  exhausted  under 
cover  of  the  night,  and  after  mx 
hours  continued  scrambling,  at  the  foot 
of  the  walls  on  the  top  of  the  hill> 
which  they  immediately  scaled,  to  the 
surprise  and  consternation  of  the  ene- 
my, and  marvellously  carried,  after  a 
slight  and  ineflectual  opposition,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  down  the  hill.  The 
batteries,  enfilading  the  whole  of  the 
line  on  this  side  of  the  gate,  were  now 
opened,  and  directed  against  the  main 
line  of  the  enemy's  defence,  •  and  ef- 
fected an  immediate  and  visible  exe- 
cution. At  this  juncture,  colonel 
St.  Leger  reinforced  the  storming  par- 
ty by  an  additional  company  of  the 
^th  regiment,  and  three  coropaniet 
of  the  ist  battalion  of  the  13th  Native 
regiment,    ^%,^^^o^^e°°^ 
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who  followed  the  leading  detachment 
by  the  same  arduous  route.  So  soon 
as  this  well-timed  reinforcement  was 
descried  by  major  Welsh,  at  the  break 
of  day>  he  withdrew,  -and  headed  a 
party  of  his  detachment  in  storming 
tiie  main  lines,  and,  by  dint  of  courage 
and  constancy,  carried  them  in  despite 
of  a  brisk  and  more-collected  resist- 
ance. The  enemy,  at  day  light,  struck 
with  the  appearance  of  the  British  flag 
in  their  strongest  positions,  and  of  the 
approach  of  the  main  body  of  the 
troops,  in  maintenance  of  the  advan- 
tages already  gained,  and  astonished, 
more  than  all,  by  the  prodigy  of  Bri- 
tish valour,  just  exhibited,  abandotied, 
quite  panic-struck,  the  northern  re- 
doubt, and  the  whole  of  the  line,  on 
'  that  side  of  the  centre  gate,  without 
firing  a  shot,  or  waiting  to  take  a  dis- 
tinct view  of  the  assailants.  Thus 
auspicious  was  the  opening  of  the  re- 
gular campaign,  putting,  at  one  mo- 
ment, and  by  one  etfort,  skilfully 
planned,  and  most  ably  executed,  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Travancore  bar- 
rier, hitherto  deemed  unassailable,  the 
arsenal,  well  furnished  with  arms,  am- 
munition, and  military  stores,  into  the 
complete  possession  of  the  British  com- 
mander, with  th?  route  and  discomfi- 
ture of  the  enemy,  employed  in  their 
defmce,  amounting  in  number  to  five 
or  six  thousand  men. 

In  his  report  of  this  signal  success, 
colonel  St.  Leger  spoke  with  sincere 
acknowledgment  of  the  gallant  and 
enterprising  spirit  of  major  Welsh, 
and  lieutenant  Bertram,  of  the  pioneers, 
and  of  all  the  oiKcers  and  men  who 
difftingui«hed  themselves  in  their  va- 
rious duties  on  -this  memorable  day,  as 
well  as  of  major  Lambton,  acting  in 
the  engineer's  department,  for  the  aid 
,  of  his  professional  skill,  and  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Macleod,  the  second  in 
command,  for  his  willing  seal  in  bring- 
ing forward,  and  directitig,  the  strength 
of  his  regirftent  in  aid  ofthe  operation. 
The  govenior  in  council,  to  whom 


the  report  was  addressed,  conveyed  his 
expression,  to  use  his  own  terms,  of 
his  warmest  approbation  and  theoks 
to  the  honourable  lieotenant-coJooel 
St.  Leger,  and  requested  him  to  make 
known  to  the  officers  and  troops  under 
his  command,  particularly  to  major 
Welsh,  the  sentiments  of  cordial  ap- 
probation due  to  their  meritorious  cou- 
duct.* 

Several  succeeding  days  were  em- 
ployed in  the  destruction  of  the  ene- 
my's works  and  unserviceable  ord- 
nance, as  well  as  in  the  construction 
of  defences  for  the  principal  gateway, 
which  was  converted  into  a  strong 
post,  as  a  security  to  the  rear  of  the 
British  force  on  its  advance  into  the 
country,  and  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing-up  a  communication  with  the  dis- 
trict of  Tinnevelly.  Nor  was  the  Bri- 
tish commandant  occupied  solely  on 
military  objects,  but  directed  his  alten- 
in  the  interim  to  several  important 
civil  arrangements.  The  proclamation 
issued  by  the  government  was  circu- 
lated with  great  industry  throughout 
the  country,  and  the  strongest  assur- 
ances were  given,  on  the  personal 
pledge  of  the  commanding  otiicer,  of 
the  amicable  sentiment  of  the  British 
government  towards  such  of  the  inha- 
bitants as  should  feel  disposed  to  profit 
by  it,  ar4d  of  complete  security  to  their 
private  property,  and  their  civil  and 
religious  customs  and  usages. 

The  wisdom  of  these  arrangements 
were  immediately  perceived  by  the 
flockiag  in,  on  every  side  of  the  Bri- 
tish camp,  of  the  headmen  and  princi- 
pal inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages, to  avail  themselves  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  government :  equally  pro- 
mised Id  I  hem  and  to  the  sovereign,  in 
the  terms  of  the  proclamation.  So 
much  loyaltyand  affection  to  their  king, 
was  felt  by  ^ery  description  of  the  Na- 
tive inhabitants,  that  the  only  hesitation 
they  expressed  in  accepting  the  ofiered 
security  was,  as  represented  by  colonel 
St.  Leger,  that  their  allegiance  to  their 


*  Furtbtr  panicfdari  oC  this  gatlaot  eatrrprize,  nni  of  the  inttrumeiiu  by  which  it  wis 
ellrctcd,  arf  to  \t^  found  io  the  Madras  QccuzrtlKfs  fo^  f ebiuarj,  at  pages  86  and  87i  et 
infr^. 
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natnnl  lord  might  be  thereby  suspected, 
or  cai'.e  1  into  doitbt,  and  wMcn  appre 
hen^lon  the  Kritiwh  command  nl  could 
not  hive  removed,  bat  by  adding  his 
in<iivid'.i?J  |)iO'>ii^e  to  ihe  public  assu- 
rances, ritcs^'  united  had  induced  a 
general  t  ".ih  vhce,  tending  much  to 
benetit  the  a^^ci  of  affairs — but  which 
\*as  sv-i5rc<*i  gained,  before  it  was 
Jik  iv  tr)  iw;  endani^ered  by  a  circum- 
stafure,  wholH  untt)resefn  bytliecom- 
nirindant,  and  which,  if  it  had  not 
bit  n  obviaJed  by  his  prudence,  and 
firmness,  would  not  only  have  been 
the  mefJO';  of  disturbing  the  growing 
good  undersfanding,  but  of  introducing 
in  its  stead,  disa'istiaction  and  c  is- 
trust. 

The  British  detachment,  after  the 
reduction  of  the  barrier,  had  taken  up 
a  po->it!on  aboiit  two  miles  within  the 
line  :  rind  the  country,  for  some  dis- 
tance from  the  encampment,  was  so^n 
placed,  from  the  precautions  already 
norT<*ed,  in  a  condition  of  quiet  and 
tranquillity  jihe  inhabitants  visiting  the 
British  lines,  with  a  freedom  hnrdly  to 
be  expected  in  the  state  of  things.* — 
•Perceiviil^  the  extent  of  country  redu- 
ced into  subjection  and  order,  without 
considerintj  sufficiently  the  means  that 
had  conduced  to  it,  the  collector  of 
the  revenues  of  Tmnevelly  proposed  to 
colonel  Sentleger,  in  virtue  of  orders 
received  from  the  government  of  Fort 
St.  George  to  that  effect,  to  introduce, 
with  the  aid  of  the  local  military  force, 
the  company's  civil  authority  into  the 
Travancore  districts,  immediately  sub- 
dued, or,  more  correctly  speaking, 
voluntarily  submitting  lo  %e  British 
protect  ion .  1  h  is  most  u  n  w  \se  proposal 
was  resisted  by  col.  Sentleger,  as  well 
from  a  full  s^nse  of  the  mischief  that 
wotild  result  from  the  adoption  of  it, 
a-  from  an  impression,  arising  oat  of 
h'^  ;)rivate  feelings,  that  his  own  ho- 
noi  and  reputation  would  not  be  less 
implicated  in  such  a  proceeding,  than 
the  public  faith.  The  civil  arrange- 
ments submitted  by  the  collector  were, 
in  consequence,  suspended,  on  the 
responsibility  of  the  coinmanding  offi- 
cer 5  wlio,  by  his  manly  conduct,  saved 
the  character  of  his  government,  at  the 
bdzard  of  his  owp^ 


In  the  interval,  between  the  10th 
ntnl  the  l6th  of  Ffebruary,  colonel 
Sentleger  received  a  reinforcement 
from  Ceylon,  of  a  company  of  royal 
artiiler}',  with  six  light  guns,  and  liis* 
Majesty's  3d  Ceylon  regt.  (or  CafFVee 
corps)  consisting  of  about  500  men. — 
Conceiving  himself,  witli  this  accession, 
strong  enough  for  further  offensive 
operations,  he  pushed  on  his  force,  af- 
ter having  left  a  party  adequate  to  the 
defence  of  the  Aram booly  gate,  toward* 
Cotar  and  Nagre  Coil,  where  he  had 
received  intelligence  that  the  enerojr 
had  taken  post  in  great  strength. 

The  position  of  the  enemy  in  these 
villages  was  naturally  strong,  loriified 
by  a  batterv  in  front  commbuding  the 
only  road  of  approach,  which  was 
narrow  and  rugged.  It  was  hioreo\'er 
defended  by  a  river  in  advance,  with  a 
single  bridge,  under  ttie  guns  of  the 
br.ftery.  and  a  thick  jungle  in  the  rear. 
The  dewan  had  encouraged  and  anima* 
ted  ihe  troops  in  possession  of  this  ad- 
vai>iageous  position,  to  a  desperite 
defence,  by  his  personal  address,  and  by 
promises  of  future  favor;  but  did  not 
think  proper  to  risk  bis  individual 
safety  on  the  issue  of  the  attack  ^  ha- 
ving retired  to  thefort  of  Papanaveraro, 
aboiit  two  days  previous  to  the  advance 
of  the  British  force,  which  occurred 
on  the  17th  of  February. 

The  force  detached  by  col.  Sentleger 
to  dislodge  the  enemy,  from  so  favor- 
able a  position,  was  adapted,  and 
appointed  with  a  due  con «i iteration  of 
the  strength,  to  which  it  w^s  to  be 
opposed.  It  consisted  of  the  flank 
companies  of  his  MnjestV's  69th  regt. 
under  lieul.  col.  Mjcteod;  the  whole  of 
t  he  3d  Ceylon  regt .  under  lient.  col  Mor- 
tice, three  troops  of  cavalry,  command* 
ed  by  major  Nut  hall,  the  fkink  com- 
panies of  the  1st  and  2d  battalions  of 
the  3d  Native  infantry,  and  of  the  Ist 
battalion  of  the  1 3th,  with  a  company 
of  pioneers  under  lieut.  Patterson,  ac-r 
companied  by  the  detachment  of  royal 
artillery,  with  six  light  three  pounders, 
under  capt.  Bates  ;  the  galloper  of  the 
cavalry,  and  the  brigade  of  six  pound- 
ers attached  tothe  first  battalipn  of  the 
13th  regiment,  forming  in  all,  a  for- 
n^id^ble  and  highly-equipped  detach? 
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ment,  which  was  gallantly  led  on  to 
the  attack^  under  the  cornniand  of 
lieutenant-colonel  M'Leod. 

The  assault  commenced  at  day-light ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy*8  battery,  and  guns 
opening  in  all  directions,  his  lines 
were  carried  with  distinguished  gal- 
lantry, after  a  sharp  and  most  obstinate 
action,  which  termiaated  in  the  com- 
plete route  and  confusion  of  the  foe, 
who  were  driven  with  the  bayonet 
from  the  villages,  and  pursued  beyond 
the  verge  of  the  jungle  in  their  rear, 
which  aflbrded  a  temporary  shelter 
to  ihe  dying  and  the  wounded. 

After  the  villages  had  been  cleared, 
and  the  enemy  had  been  forced  in 
all  quarters,  five  miles,  at  least,  from 
the  ground  previously  occupied,  colo- 
nel St.  Legertook  up  his  encampment 
where  the  pursuit  ended ;  sending 
back  a  part  of  his  troops  to  destroy 
the  enemy's  bjatlery,  and  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  the  recent  victory,  by  secu- 
ring the  ordnance  and  public  stores. 
The  amount  of  the  British  loss  did 
not  exceed  fifiy,  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  enemy's  loss  is  said  to  have 
been  very  large,  though  it  was  not 
ascertained  at  the  time. 

Owing  to  the  excessive  fatigue  ex- 
perienced in  this  severe  operation,  the 
British  force  was  halted  on  the  18th, 
to  refresh  it  for  further  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  not  delayed  beyond 
the  following  day. 

On  the  19th,-  colonel  Si.Leger 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  government, 
communicating  the  welcome  intelli- 
gence, that  the  British  flag  was  flying 
on  both  the  forts  of  Oodagherry  and 
Papanaveram,  without  the  necessity 
of  a  shot  being  flred,  these  strong 
fortresses  having  been  deserted,  the 
gates  left  open,  and  flags  of  truce 
hoisted  on  all  sides,  on  the  first  ap- 
proach of  the  British  troops.  Such 
was  the  terror  inspired  by  their  ap- 
pearance, and  the  reputation  of  their 
preceding  exploits. 

In  Oodagherry  were  captured  16O 
piece  it  cannon,  mostly  mounted  on 
the  works,  and  a  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition and  stores  of  all  descriptioni. 


At  this  place  the  rajah  had  established 
one  of  his  principal  arsenals,  with  a 
fine  foundry;  the  only  on«,  it  is  be- 
lieved, in  use  in  India,  for  casting 
iron  guns. 

About  20,000  stand  of  arms,  and 
40  pieces  of  ordnance,  with  1200 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  captors,  at  Papanave- 
ram. 

The  governor  in  council,  sensi- 
ble of  the  value  of  these  rapid  and 
successful  operations,  honoured  them 
with  the  repeated  thanks  of  the  go- 
vernment. But  the  bjst  homage  paid 
to  the  energy  and  bravery  of  the  troops, 
and  their  gallant  leader,  was  the  ter- 
ror and  dismay  of  the  enemy ;  who, 
discomfited  on  all  sides,  sent  in  dif- 
ferent proposals  for  a  cessation  of  arms. 
The  first  letter,  requesting  terms, 
was  addressed  to  colonel  St.  Leger, 
by  the  dewan  -,  but  whether  it  was 
written  with  a  political  intention  to 
try  the  confidence  of  the  British  com- 
mander in  his  success,  and  the  extent 
of  his  expectations  in  consequence 
of  it ;  or  whether  it  was  written  with 
a  spirit,  which,  notwithstanding  it  had 
been  depressed,  was  not  yet  right- 
ly humbled  for  submission,  it  was 
couched  in  such  a  style  as  to  impress  a 
belief  that  the  writer  considered  him- 
self as  granting,  rather  than  soliciting 
a  favour  -,  in  begging  forsooth,  that 
our  troops  might  not  advance ;  and 
in  that  event  his  numerous  and  dis- 
ciplined forces  should  not  fall  upon 
them ;  but  he  would  be  inclined,  such 
his  gracious  disposition,  to  enter 
into  negotiations  for  peace.  It  is 
superfluous  almost  to  observe,  that 
no  answer  was  given  to  a  letter  dic- 
tated in  such  a  tone.  But  the  bearer 
of  it  earnestly  intreated  that  he  might 
be  allowed  to  carry  back  some  ac- 
knowldgement  of  the  receipt  of  the 
letter,  or  his  head  might  chance  to 
answer  for  his  roasters  indiscretion, 
in  so  framing  it,  as  to  render  a  reply  un- 
attainable. The  good  nature  of  the 
British  commandant,  always  the  con- 
comitant of  a  generous  courage,  at- 
tended to  the  anxious  request,  and 
the  safety  of  the  n,^Mggg,^by  grant- 
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a  certificate  of  the'  delivery  of   the 
paper. 

About  the  same  time  other  letters 
were  received  in   the  British  camp> 
from   the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
enemy's  forces,    the    brother  of   the 
dewan^    and  from   the  king   himself. 
These,  and   more  especially  the  latter, 
breathed   a  dif)x?rent   spirit,  and  spoke 
a  very  distinct  language  from  ihe  let- 
ter of  the  minister.    The  first  solicited 
a  cessation  of  hostilities,  ^nd  that  the 
British     detachment    should  keep  its 
position,    and  on   that  condition   the 
enemy's  principal  force  would  retire  to 
a  distant  post.     The  second  letter  was 
,  said  to  be  to  the  same  efifect  ]  but  con- 
taining   the  additional    circumstance, 
that   the  king  was  ready  lo  enter  into 
an   immediate    negotiation    with    the 
resident,    for  renewing  the  amicable 
relations  lately  subsisting  between  the 
two  governments,  and  which  he,  the 
king,  bad  never  supposed  to    be  in- 
terrupted, until  the  British  troops  had 
entered  his  dominions,  and,  although 
they  had  lately  forced  his  barrier,  and 
penetrated    into    the    interior  of   his 
country,  he  had  never  once  entertain- 
ed the  mad  project  of  seriously  oppos- 
ing    their    progress,    or  using  other 
means  than    friendly    explanation  to 
avert  the  evil.      He  particularly  de- 
precated the  march  of  the  British  de- 
tachment to  his  capital,  which  would 
be  the  cause,  as  he  apprehended,  of 
disturbing  its  tranquillity,  and  possibly 
of  the  utter  desertion  of  the  city^  by  its 
principal  inhabitants,  with  their  fami- 
lies and  property.    Though  the  British 
commandant    was    most    anxious  to 
push  on  his  advances  to  form  a  junction 
with  colonel  Chalmers  at  Quilon,  as 
well  from   the     perilous  situation   of 
the  sul>idiary  force,  as  the  approach 
of  the  Monsoon ;    he  yet   considered 
that   the  application  of  the  kiug  was 
entitled  to    such  respect  ^s  prudence 
might  authorize  him  to    shew   to  it. 
He^    therefore,  after  the   usual  com- 
pliments,   informed    the    king,    that 
he  had  every  disposition    to  meet  his 
wishes,  and  would  comply  with  them, 
so  far  as  it  was  consistent  with   the 
safiety   of    the  troops  under  his  com- 
sBiand^  and  the  instruction  of  bis  go- 


vernment, whoiiad  left  the  adjustment 
of  all  civil  relations  to  the  British  re- 
sident ',  that  as  the  king's  dependence 
on  the  faith  of  the  British  govern- 
ment seemed  real  and  unfeigned, 
and  as  he  was  assured  that  it  would 
be  met  with  a  correspondent  spirit, 
he  should  only  make  those  rpovements, 
which  the  season  would  not  justify 
him  in  delaying,  towards  Travandarom, 
the  king's  capital ;  but  in  so  peace fnl 
a  manner,  as  not  to  bear  the  appear- 
ance of  the  advance  of  an  hostile 
army.  To  this  end  orders  would  be 
given  io  his  troops  to  abstain  from 
attack,  or  excess  of  any  kind,  unless 
they  should  first  be  molested,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  he  could  not  anti- 
cipate^ by  the  Travancore  force. 
That  when  he  should  arrive,  by  .easy 
marches,  within  ten  miles  of  the  capi- 
tal, he  would  halt,  until  he  should 
receive  instructions  from  the  resident, 
communicating  the  intention  of  the 
British  government  to  receive  or  rer 
ject  the  king's  proposals.  To  give 
effect  to  the  proposed  negotiation, 
he  finally  suggested  that  the  troopers, 
bearing  his  answer,  might  be  usefully 
employed  by  the  king,  in  his  com- 
munication with  the  resident  5  and 
who  had  accordingly  been  furnished 
with  passports  to  promote  this  desi- 
rable purpose.  Colonel  St.  Leger 
correctly  considered  that  he  might 
cede  these  indulgencies,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance well  known  to  the  king,  that 
he  had  several  of  his  strong  fortresses 
in  his  hand;  and  what  might  also 
be  conceived  no  secondary  object  in 
the  eyes  of  th«  rajah,  that  he  bad 
possession  of  his  principal  and  esteem- 
ed pagodas,  atid  their  brahmins,  whose 
pollution  might  be  the  dreaded  con- 
sequence of  any  treachery. 

This  pacificatory  proposal  encoun- 
tered a  temporary  and  whimsical  obsta- 
cle, from  an  accidental  circumstance 
of  eastern  etiquette,  which  could  not 
have  come  within  the  contemplation  of 
the  British  commandant.  He  had  or- 
dered, it  seems,  the  naigue,  the  non- 
commissioned officer  in  charge  of  the 
party  of  cavalry,  bearing  the  answer 
to  the  letter,  not  to  deliver  that  paper 
into  any  oti 


s  bands— 
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fo  that  when  the  former  had  arrived  at 
the  palace^  and  had  made  known  his 
commiss.oD,  he  was  acquaintexi  wiih 
the  impossibility  of  the  king  s  receipt 
of  the-dispatches  from'his,  or  any  other 
than  sacred  hands.  The  embarrass- 
inent  did  not  continue  long,  but  was 
exf)editiou.sly  obviafcd  by  the  good 
sense,  and  natural  understanding  of  the 
Naiguej  who  was  content,  though  an 
excellent  soldier,  to  waive  a  strict  com- 
pliance with  the  letter  of  bis  order,  so 
.  that  its  spirit  and  intention  was  an- 
swered. He  entered  into  a  ready  com- 
promise, wbich  would  remove  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  most  squeamish  courtier,to 
deliver  the  paper  to  the  minister^in  the 
king's  presence,  so  that  he  should  have 
a  personal  opportunity  of  seeing  that 
it  was  given  by  him  to  the  rajah  j  be- 
k)g  fully  satisfied,  that  all  that  colonel 
St.  Leger  could  intend  by  his  order 
"was,  that  the  trooper  should  be  certain 
that  the  answer  would  reach  the  ra- 
jah's own  hands.  It  would  not  seem 
that  the  most  ligid  disciplinarian  could 
form  a  reasonable  objection  to  the  lati- 
tude of  the  construction,  put  on  Win 
commarKiani's  order. 

The  answer  being  conveyed  by  this 
contrivance  to  the  king,  and  being* 
fully  weighed  and  coni'idered,  ihetr^.o- 
persweie  by  him  dispatciied,  wiih  a 
propo«Jnl  grounded  on  it,  to  colonel 
^J'Cauifv,  uhcj  was  at  this  lime  sta- 
tioned -at  Cochin,  about  forty  miles 
from  Travandarnm. 

Colonel  St.  Leger  halted  at  Ocdag- 
berry  until  the  21  st,  and  was  then 
abtxit  to  proceed,  lightly  equipped, 
and  by  short  inarches,  on  his  route,  as  - 
originally  proposed,  to  wiihin  a  short 
distance  of  the  capital,  whin  he  re- 
ceived information  from  colonel  Chal- 
mers, that  he  was  yet  unable  to  take 
the  fieUl,  for  the  want  of  necessary 
e|uipmen»s;  a  circan»stan<-e.  llut  in- 
duced colonel  St,  Leeer  10  (brego  his 
first  inientiou,  and  to  tike  up  ilie  firj,t 
eopvenunt  position  that  should  present 
jtsel!  between  Ood^ip^htrry  and  Cola- 
chee — stntioning  a  portion  ot  his  foree 
in  earti  of  tlio.se  piaces.  iiniil  the  com- 
manding othcer  of  the^subs5dijry  torce 
should  eifect  a  junction  with  him.     It 


was  impracticable,  it  appears,  for  coIo* 
nel  St.  Leger  to  detach  a  sufficient 
force,  to  give  convoy  to  the  supplies  he 
had  received  for  the  use  of  CDlonel 
Chalnier's  detachment,  without  expos- 
ing his  baggage,  a  dangerous  experi- 
ment, in  the  unsettled  state  of  afiairs, 
to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  22d  the  detachment  moved 
in  the  direction  of  Colachee,  taking 
position  about  midway  between  that 
place  and  Oodagherry  }  a  suthcie^it  bo- 
dy was  thence  ordered,  to  Colachee, 
and  arrived  there  on  the  23d,  where  it 
found  two  brass  guns,  and  about  1000 
stand  of  arms.  The  possession  of  this 
place,  immediately  on  the  coast,  em- 
powered colonel  St.  Lesjer  not  only  to 
keepupanopencoromunicationwithtbe 
sea,  but  to  dispatch  assistance  by  that 
medium  to  ctjlonel  Chalmers,  which 
the  success  of  his  operations  allowed 
him  10  afford.  1  he  first  care  of  colo* 
nel  St.  Leger  was  to  strengthen  the 
redoubt,  which  ali*eady  contained  two 
brass  nine-pouoders,  by  an  additional 
six-pounder,  and  to  detach  a  smal) 
party  to  take  possession  of  the  city  of 
Travancore,  which  lay  between  the 
encampment  of  the  British  force,  aod 
the  garrison  of  Oodagherry  :  this  was 
the  last  arrangenient  necessary  fdr  se- 
curing the  richest  part  of  Travancore, 
and  rendering  it  iropossiWe  for  tbe 
enemy  to  draw  any  supplies  in  this 
quiuter,  or  to  send  even  a  detachment 
sunt : ward,  without  coming  into  con- 
tact with  and  risking  an  engagement 
with  the  British  detachment. 

If,  instead  of  availing  himself  of 
this  advantageous  post,  colonel  St.  Le- 
ger had  sought  an  immediate  junction, 
as  he  WIS  originally  instructed,  with 
colonel  Chalmers,  he  would  not  only 
ha\e  exposed  his  extensive  convoy  to 
direct  peril,  but  he  ntJghi  have  had  to 
combat  wi»ha  great  di>jarity  ot  force, 
calculatif^g  on  the  hest-grovmded  re- 
ports, in  a  most  difhcnll,  and  almost 
unknown  country.  The  numbers  of 
the  enemy  were  at  this  time  staled  to 
amount  10  about  10.000  intaniry,  regu- 
lar!) armed,  and  trained,  and  about 
85,0(0  bowmen  }  a  description  of 
xnca  capable  of  occasioning  much  ao- 
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tioyaoce  to  an  hostile  army^nioviag 
thioagb  sacb  a  country.  Not  to  odq- 
roerateall  tbeobstades  in  the  way  of 
soch  a  movemeot,  it  may  suffice  to 
say,  that  Quilon  was  fill  I  eighty  miles 
distant  from  col.  St.  Leger*s  encamp- 
meot :  that  between  that  place  and  Tra- 
vandarum;  abont  ibrty  miles  from  the 
British  camp,  there  were  three  large  ri- 
vers, two  of  them  breast  lugh,  wide, 
and  rapid.  The 'road,  for  the  most 
parr,  lies  on  a  high  bank,  a  very  narrow 
ridge,  running  through  the  rice  or 
paddy  fieldsi  and  rising  generally  about 
twelve  ket  above  the  level  of  the 
plain,  which  can  at  all  times  be  flooded, 
and  usually  is  so.  The  bottom  of 
these  fields  is  of  deep  black  earth, 
which  renders  a  passage  nearly  im- 
practicable in  any  way  but  by  the 
elevated  road.  ^  These  fields  wind 
through  the  hiUs,'with  the  i*oad  in  the 
centre,  which  is  often  commanded 
from  both  sides  of  the  hills  for  three 
or  four  miles  Jogether,  within  musket 
shot,  and  sometimes  even  within  the 
smaller  distance  of  bow  shot,  i^  11  the 
rbing  grounds  or  hills,  are  divided  into 
small  enclosures,  each  of  which  has 
the  strength  of  a  military  work,  being 
in  general  seven  feot  high,  with  a  very 
thick,  prickly  pear,  or  pine-apple  hedge 
on  the  top ;  with  a  small  gate,  on  cer- 
tain  sidesj  preserving  a  communication 
between  the  different  enclosures.  In 
each  of  these  separate  fields  is  a  Nair's 
habitation  :  in  other  parts,  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  rising  grounds,  the  road  is 
firequently  good,  laying  between  beau- 
tiful avenues  of  the  finest  trees ;  but 
these  are  defended  on  eiflier  side,  by  a 
thick,  impenetrable  jungle  j  with  aper- 
tures cut  at  the  boilom,^  through  which 
the  Nairs  know  how  to  direct  their 
devious  course,  crawling  on  their 
knees,  and  by  which  one  person  only 
can  proceed  at  a  time ;  and  this  nar- 
row way  is  often  disputed  by  tigers, 
and  other  fierce  and  ravage  animals  in- 
habiting and  infesting  the  woods.  A 
country,  so  besot  with  natural  obstacles, 
it  would  be  difficult  under  any  circum- 
stances to  traverse  with  a  large  body  of 
men  5  but  it  would  have  been  an  inex- 
cusable rashness  in  the  comuaander  of 


an  adverse  army  to  attempt  it,  unless 
under  the  most  urgent  and  imperious 
necessity ;  as  this  did  not  exist,  it  is 

apt  a  matter  of  any  surprise,  that  the 
British  commandant  selected  the  posi- 
tion, immediately  described,  affording 
so  many  advantages,  for  annoyance  of 
the  enemy,  and  not  less  opportunities 
for  supplying  <he  necessities  of  his 
&iend. 

On  his  first  arrival  at  Colachee,  colo- 
nel Sentleger  received  a  dispatch  from 
captain  Townsend,  whom  he  had  lefit 
in  command  of  the  Arambooley  Gate, 
conveying  th6  agreeable  information > 
that  he  had  cleared  the  Southern-  or 
Canniah  Comarah  lines,  according  to 
the  instructions  communicated  to  him, 
antecedent  to  the  movement  of  the 
detaclnnent  into  the  interior  of  Tra- 
vancore.  This  part  of  the  barrier  had 
been  considered,  in  the  first  instance, 
too  strong  to  be  attempted  by  the  de- 
tachment, unaccompanied  as  it  was 
with  a  battering  train  ;  but  its  defence 
being  weakened  by  the  fall  of  the 
Northern  lines,  and  the  troops  having 
generally  deserted  it,  it  fell  into  the 
liands  of  captain  Townsend,  as  it  had 
been  foreseen  by  colonel  Sentleger, 
without  resi^siance,  and  was  dismantled 
effectually  in  iis  ordnance  and  works. 

The  troopers  dispatched  on  the  31  st 
instant  to  the  king  of  Travancore,  and 
by  him  sent  forward,  to  the  resident, 
with  the  subsidiary  force,  returned  on 
the  24th  to  the  British  encampment, 
having  marched  in  the  interval  170 
miles,  sixty  of  which  over  the  sea- 
beach,  in  deep  sand.  Th^y  brought 
back  with  them  the  reply  of  the  resi- 
dent to  the  joint  ccHnmunications  of 
the  king  and  the  British  commander, 
which  was  forwjirded  to  Travandarum, 
immedia  ely  on  its  receipt.  From  the 
arrangements  thereupon  made,  that 
looked  to  the  further  progress  of  the 
troops  towards  the  capital,  it  was  to  be  ^ 
conjectured,  that  the  resident's  reply 
was  not  favourable.  It  was  now  gene- 
rally reported  and  believed,  thnt  the 
detachment  would  not  stop  short  of 
Travandarum,  unless  the  rajah  should 
consent,  within  a  given  and  short  time, 
to  srencier  up  his  minister,   to  deliver 
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the  medical  officer  and  party  of  the 
12th  regimeut  treacherously  seduced 
on  shore  at  Alippee— and  to  isaue  deci- 
sive orders  for  the  dispersion  of  his 
troops  in  tliC  different  parts  of  his  . 
kingdom.  The  latter  condition  had  in 
some  sor'  be     c  nnplied  with  already  ^ 

'  the  trou()<  rs  having  observed  on  their 
return  sevc<al  parties  of  soldiers  reti- 

.  ring  peaceably  to  their  homes,  under  the 
orders  of  the  rajah  :  and  what  remained 
to  be  done  required  nor,  it  should  seem, 
any  fresh  promise  from  the  king,  his 
majesty  having  given  the  niost  positive 
assurances  of  a  disposition  to  disband 
his  troops,  and  of  his  intention  n-  tto 
oppose  the  progress  of  the  British  de- 
tachment, both  in  his  communication 
withcolonel  Sentle'ger,  and  the  resident 
himself.  And  with  the  two  prece- 
ing  conditions,  it  roust  have  been 
Icnown  by  the  resident,  judging  from  his 
own  representations,  and  those  of  his 
government,  that  the  king  had  it  not 
in  his  power  to  comply. 

If  the  Dewan  had  usurped,  as  assert- 
ed, the  sovereign  authority  of  the  state, 
and  had  made  the  King  a  secondary 
personage  within  his  kingdom,  it  was 
in  vain  to  seek  from  him  the  delivery 
of  the  usurper  into  the  custody-of  the 
resident.  Nor  can  any  ground  be 
conceived  for  so  preposterous  a  propo- 
sition, connected  with  the  dignity  of  a 
mighty  state  with  another  independent 
power,  or  any  other  motive  be  impu- 
ted for  it,  than  one  which  would  de- 
grade the  high  sentiments  of  the  British 
government  to  a  level  with  the  dictates 
of  the  lowest  and  worst  passions  of  indi- 
vidual».  It  is  impossible  to  form  any  no- 
tion, if  the  King  should  have  been 
«ble  to  place  his  minister  in  the  power 
of  the  British  government,  of  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  insisted  on  the  de-* 

,  mand.  With  whatsoever  heavy  and 
detestable  crimes  that  individual  might 
have  been  charged  or  chargeable,  it 
is  not  to  be  fancied  that  the  British  go- 
vernment could  in  cool  blood,  have 
proceeded  to  punish  that  wicked  mi- 
nister, without  the  means  or  authority 
of  enquiring  into  his  offences,  And 
it  may  be  imagined  that  such  govern- 
ment had  victims  enough  of  this 
description  in  its   possession,  wasting 


their  lives  and  strength  in  dangeons, 
where  the  light  and  air  of  Heaven  is 
not  allowed  to  visit  their  eyes,  or 
refresh  their  frames.  It  must  be  left 
for  others,  in  their  more  refined  po- 
licy to  explain,  for  we  confess  that 
we  cannot,  the  hidden  reason  and 
wisdom  of  the  extraordinary  condition 
here  insisted  on. 

1  he  impossibility  of  ^he  surrender 
of  the  British  prisoners,  surprised  on 
the  coatit,  has  been  shewn  in  a  prece- 
ding page,  that  recounts  the  horrid 
and  most  melancholy  end  which  at- 
tended them.  It  is,  under  present  in- 
formation, as  impracticable  to  devise 
an  excuse  for  the  barbarity  that  mark- 
ed it,  as  to  descry  a  possible  cause 
for  it  5  but  the  expression  of  our  grief, 
in  respect  to  the  sufferers,  would  be 
as  unavailing  at  this  pfriod,^asthe  tardy 
concern  exhibited  by  the  government 
for  their  relief;  a  concern,  however, 
which  cannot  be  accounted  for,  when 
shewn,  on  any  other  ground,  than  as 
raising  up  another  perplexity,  to  con- 
found the  party  with  whom  a  desire 
at  least  was  signified  to  negotiate. 

The  answer  of  the  King  to  these 
strange  proposals  having  not-  been 
received  at  the  ,Bfiiish  camp  on  the 
27th,  colonel  Sentlegcr,  made  a  move- 
ment with  the  main  body  of  his  detach- 
ment, towards Travandarum,  and  on  the 
same  evening  advanced  about  six 
miles  beyond  the  ancient  city  of  Tra- 
vancore.  This  march  of  the  troops 
was  probably  intended  to  quicken  the 
determination  of  the  Rajah,  and  was 
well  directed  to  that  effect. 
.  For  a  long  period,  nothing  had 
been  heard  of  the  designs  or  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Dewan  :  but  it  was  about 
this  date  known,  that  after  the  event 
of  the  defeat  of  the  Travancore  troops 
at  Cotar  and  Nagrecoil,  the  un- 
happy minister  had  precipitately  fled 
to  the  capital,  whence,  hearing  of  the 
success  and  progress  of  the  British  de- 
tachment, and  the  brave  and  noble  resis- 
tance of  the  subsidiary  force  in  another 
quarter,  he  again  took  to  flight  ioa 
north-west  direction,  among  unassaila- 
ble fastnesses,  and  in  a  country  scarcely 
.  inhabitable  ;  there  hoping  to  find  a  tem- 
porary asylum^  rather  than  ezf^ectiog  to 
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raise  the  meana  of  opposition  to  the 
British  arms. 

On  the  28lh  the  British  comman- 
daot^  taking  personally  on  himself 
the  command  of  the  fiank  companies 
of  the  array,  the  cavalry,  and  loyal 
artiUery,  with  their  light  guns,  made 
a  rapid  march,  and  encamped  at  night 
within  three  miles  of  the  rajah's  pa- 
lace at  Travandarum  5  where  ihe 
remainder  of  his  detachment  joined 
him  on  the  following  day.  In  this 
commanding  posiiion,  overawing  the , 
palace  and  (he  capital,  we  will  for  a 
\rhile  leave  the  southern  army  to  take 
a  cursory  view  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  suVtdiary  force,  under  its  dis- 
tinguished and  able  leader. 

It  has  already  been  shewn,  that  the 
enemy  had  made  several  unsuccessfal 
attacks,  on  the  first  demonstration  of 
hostility,  on  the  sttbsldiary  force  at 
'  Quilonj  the  last  of  which, that  has  been 
noticed,  occurred  on  the  J  5  th  of  Janu- 
ary, and  was  attended  with  a  loss  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  of  700  men.  It 
was  long  after  the  occurrence  of  this 
signal  repulse,  that  he  could  inspire 
enough  of  courage  into  his  troops  to 
venture  on  a  new  assault,  which  was 
however  at  length  repeated,  and  with 
the  like  result  attendant  on  the  pre- 
vious attack,  on  the  3 1st  of  January. 
The  fresh  lots  experienced  by  the 
enemy  is  not  described,  but  his  defe.t 
was  so  remarkable,  that  it  seemed  to 
bave  checked  all  idea  of  furtlier  en- 
terprise on  his  pan,  and  to  have  intro- 
duced such  dismay  into  his  camp,  as  to 
induce  almost  a  daily  desertion  and 
dimiDution  of  his  numbers.  Pcr- 
ceiv'mg  from  this  time  the  inactivity 
and  the  despair  of  the  foe  opposed  to 
him,  colonel  Chalmers  saw  that  only 
one  vigorous,  offensive  measure,  was 
Wanting  for  the  entire  dispersion  of  the 
hostile  army,  in  his  vicinity,  and  he 
determined  on  urging  it  without  delay. 
Having  made  all  the  necessarjr  ar- 
raogetuents  for  the  assault  of^  the 
eoeffiy*8  lines,  colonel  Chalmers  him- 
telf  superintended  the  event  of  that 
opemtion  on  the  2l8t  of  February,  a 
day  before  the  receipt  of  colonel  Sent- 
kger*8  last  dispatches. 
I'he  attack  was  made  in  two  co- 


lumns,  moving  simultaneously  upon 
the  batteries  and  works  thrown  up  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  position.  The 
right  column,  commanded  by  lieute- 
ten^n! -colonel  Picton,  of  his  majesty's 
12!h  regiment,  and  the  left  by  the 
honourable  lieutenant-colonel  Stuart> 
of  his  majesty's  IQih  regiment,  were 
led  on  with  such  an  irresistible  spirit 
and  gallantry,  that  the- batteries  were 
almost  instantly  silenced  and  carried, 
and  the  works  every  where  possessed 
by  one  lK)ld  exerlion,  and,  it  is  with 
much  pleasure  added,  with  inconsidera- 
ble loss }  the  enemy  quitting  his  posts  at 
every  point,  without  daring  to  encoun- 
ter the  experienced  danger,  and  almost 
certain  slaughter,  of  the  British  bayonet. 
I'he  right  column  captured  three  of 
the  enemy's  guns,  and  the  left  foiir, 
which  were  removed  without  opix)si- 
tion  ta  the  encampment  of  the  sub- 
sidiary force. 

Captain  J.  Grant,  attached  to  the 
residency,  and  captain  Foote,  of  his 
majesty's  frigate  La  Piedmonteise,  with 
a  party  of  seamen,  volunteered  their 
services  on  this  distinguished  occasion, 
and  partook  of  the  honour  of  Jh^day. 

From  this  and  the  preceding  gal- 
lant operations  of  colonel  Chalmers> 
the  enemy  lost  all  confidence  in  himself 
and  in  his  cause,  and  was  on  the  point 
of  deserting  the  call  of  his  country  in  his 
despair,  when  he  received  tlie  com- 
mand of  the  king  to  discontinue  his 
exertions  3  by  the  same  hands  tliat 
brought  the  letters  of  his  majesty,  and 
of  colonel  Sentleger  to  ihe  British 
residency  and  the  subsidiary  force. 
Tiie  Travancore  camp  in  consequence 
broke  up,  and  military  parties,  in  small 
detachments,  repaired  lo  their  several 
homes,  in  peace  with  themselves,  and 
without  molestation  from  others. 

It  is  impossible  to  close  this  part 
of  ihe  history  of  the  war,  without  ex- 
pressing our  sincere  admiration  not 
only  of  the  repeated  acts  o^  gaiiantfv 
achieved  by  this  portion  of  the  Briti^ 
forces ;  but  of  the  cautious  and  Wis^ 
system  of  the  leader  of  the  subsidiary 
force,  which  enabled  him,  against  fear- 
ftil  odds,  unforeseen  accidenf,  and 
a  most  treacherous  assault,  not  only  to 
sustain  his  pott  with  honour,  but  to 
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turn  the  multiplied  evils,  meditated  by 
the  enemy^  on  his  own  head. 

On  the  happy  termination  of  hostili- 
ties in  this  quarter,  colonel  Chalmers 
prepared  for  moving  forward  to  the 
capital,  under  similar  orders  from  the 
resident,  communicated  to  colonel 
Sentleger,  to  co-operate  in  the  same 
design,  and  to  effect  a  junction,  if 
necessary,  with  the  latter  officer.  Co- 
l«)oel  Chalmers  moved  from  his  en- 
campment at  Quilon  on  the  26th  of 
Pebruary,  and  arrived  at  the  high 
{round,  within  twelve  miles  of  the  op- 
posite side  of  Travandarum,much  about 
the  same  time  that  the  last- mentioned 
officer  took  up  his  position  near  that 
city  ;  having  received  instructions  also, 
like  colonel  Sentleger,  not  to  proceed 
nearer  to  the  capital  until  further  orders. 
Possessed  of  all  the  strong  positions  in 
the  country,  and  of  the  immediate 
keys  to  the  capital,  without  any  re- 
maining resistance,  and  without  any 
fcar  of  future  attack,  it  is  to  be  supposed 
that  no  reasonable  obstacle  cap  present 
itself  to  the  solicited   negotiation    of 

1  pt*ace  J  which  is  suffered  now  to  pro- 
ceed, but  still  after  a  tardy  pace^  and  in 
a  manner  not  promising  any  speedy 
determination,  one  of  the  negotiators 
carrying  on  this  desirable  work  on 
board  a  frigate,  laying  off  the  coast  j 
subjecting  it  of  course  10  interruptions, 
from  the  want  of  constant  means  of 
communication. 

Pending  the  protracted  negotiation, 
the  different  British  detachments  ob- 
served a  pacific  demeanour  -,  and,  as  it 
proceeded,  colonel  Sentleger  embraced 
tlie  opportunity  of  disbunhening  him- 
•elf  of  such  parts  of  his  force  and  his 
equipments,  as  the  occasion  would 
allow. 

His  arrangements  in  this  respect, 
though  not  so  showy  or  interesting, 
were,  nevertheless,  not  less  judicious 
and  important  to  the  interests  of  bw 

^  government,  than  those  rap»d  mea- 
sures plan  lied  aiKl  executed  by  him 
on  his  approaching  and  entering  the 
TravatKore  lines,  that  bad  effected 
die  basineiii  t£  a  common  campaign, 
by  a  4oniiotied  series  of  glorious  and 
succeasfhlii^erattoas,  in  the  very  short 
^iod  of  t«D  days.    In  what  11  tbe 


government  and  his  employerl  m 
indebted  to  him,  and  his  gallant  co 
leagues,  for  services  so  singularly  distil 
guished  } 

Nothing  would  now  seem  to  I 
wanting  to  complete  the  full  satis^ 
tion  of  the  government,  but  the  poi 
session  of  the  object,  that  bad  bee 
made  the  ostensible  cause  of  the  war 
the  pursuit  of  which  is  not  delaye< 
though  enough  advantages  are  In  ii 
power,  to  leave  it  nothing  to  appreheti 
from  private  design,  or  private  enmi 
ty.  The  unfortunate  Dew^n,  if  n< 
of  terror,  is  still  the  cause  of  anotb< 
passion ;  which  is  not  to  be  quietd 
often,  but  with  the  ruin  of  its  objec 
A  sharp  and  close  search  is  institute 
after  the  ill-fated  minister  ;  stimulate 
by  a  large  and  tempting  reward ;  bu 
not  one  of  the  followers  of  his  fall^ 
fortunes  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  b^ 
tray  his  solitary  retreat.  In  the  will 
scene,  chosen  as  his  place  of  refuge,  b 
has  less  to  fear  from  the  savage  aoi 
ferocious  herds,  continually  howliDj 
around  him,  and  watching  for  tbei 
casual  prey,  than  from  merciless  man 
his  unappe'isable  and  never -ceasinj 
pursuer  ;  the  constant  dread  of  wbm 
approach,  and  the  knowledge  of  wbosi 
unforgiveness,  preying  always  on  h\ 
heart,  makes  it  meditate  on  the  cer 
tain  means  of  destruction,  to  get  rii 
of  the  haunting,  lingering  appreheti 
sions  of  death,  and  the  pollution  tha 
may  attend  it  through  the  hated  band 
of  an  insatiable  foe ;  but  who  migh 
be  expected,  if  he  had  not  the  magna' 
nimity  to  forgive  the  living,  that  hi 
would  not  profane,  with  bis  unhal 
lowed  touch,  the  sanctity  of  the  deaj 
Misguided  man!  stay  the  impioui 
instrument  upraised  against  thy  life{ 
and  know,  that  the  grave  is  not  alwayi 
a  security  against  the  thirst  of  roonal 
Revenge  !  The  steel,  alas  !  has  enter 
ed  his^  soul,  and  the  minister,  late)) 
commanding  an  empire,  lies  now  a  cloii 
upon  his  fellow  clay,  whence  h« 
sprung :  and  to  which  even  his  unre* 
lenting  couqueror  shall,  in  his  turn,  be 
reduced  :  a  lesson  that  should  purge 
the  pride,  and  the  still  ignobler  passioosj 
rankling  in  the  human  t>osom ! 
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Dewin  soon  reaches  the  residency, 
when  new  rewards  are  offered  to  hi  no 
who  shall  bring  in  the  still-persecuted 
remains  of  the  now  unconscious  minis- 
ter ;  and  the  blood  hounds  are  warmly 
laid  upon  the  scent.  The  lifeless 
trunk  is  discovered,  drawn  from  the 
cave  that  concealed  it^  and  delivered, 
a  precious  gift  !  to  hungering  ven- 
geance. That  gibbet!  erected  in  the  view 
d  the  palace,  speaks  the  reatj where  the 
wasting  body  ol  the  minister,  swing- 
ing to  and  firo  with  the  wind,  shall,  so 
long  as  the  elements  spare  it,  appal 
the  eye,  or  grate  upon  the  ear  of  his 
master,  keeping  constantly  alive  the 
sense  of  his  own  dependance  on  his 
magnanimous  ally,  and  scaring  away 
from  hii  employment  the  honest  ser- 
vices of  his  subjects. 
The  leal  is  now  put  to  the  treaty.* 
Some  future  historian,  with  more 


anaple  materials  before  him,  and  with 
feelings  more  subdued  by  time,  may  be 
led,  perchance,  to  speak  of  these 
transactions,  and  to  characterise  them 
as  they  deserve:  it  is  the  humbler 
office  of  the  aimalist  to  place  them  be- 
fore his  readers,  in  the  imperlect  light 
in  which  they  appear  to  him  ;  happy 
if  his  limited  account,  or  his  incidental 
observations,  shall  awaken  curiosity,  or 
excite  an  interest  to  events,  that  would 
seem  to  call  for  a  most  serious  and 
seasonable  enquiry ;  which  may  remote 
the  slander,  if  it  be  such,  of  the  re- 
ports that  have  reached  our  shores  3 
and,  with  it,  the  reproach  that  they 
would  seem  to  cast  upon  the  national 
character;  or  that  the  country,  in  its 
express  disavowal  and  abhorrence  of 
the  act,  may  not  suffer  its  general  fame 
to  be  stained  by  the  crimes  of  iudivi-  • 
duals. 


•  Since  the  preceding  sheet  was 'tent  to  press,  the  editor  discovered  accidently,  in  a 
very  recent  report,  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  followioepaiticulars 
tf  the  treaties  of  the  rajah  of  Travaucore  with  the  East  India  Company,  inaccurately 
tuted  atthe  commencement  of  this  chapter. 

**  In  the  year  1795,  a  permaneut  treaty  was  concluded  with  the  rajah,  subject  to  the 
ratification  or  approval  of  the  court  of  directots,  in  which  it  was  stipulated  that  a 
subsidiary  force  «bould  be  furnished  by  the  company  for  the  service  of  the  rajah,consisting 
of  three  battalions  of  Sepoys,  one  company  of  European  artillery,  and  two  companies  of 
Lascars,  for  which  a  sum  was  to  be  paid  annually,  equivalent  to  the  expense  of  the 
tame.  ( 

''  No  payment  was  made  under  this  treaty  till  1798.9.  From  1798^9,  to  1806.  the 
amount  of  the  subsidy  fixed  at  42.914/.  has  been  annually  realized  in  the  way  of  set-off  ia 
the  arcounts  with  the  tajah  for  pepper  furnished  by  him  under  contract.  It  is  t»  be 
leiarked,  that  in  January  i805,  another  treaty  was  entered  into  with  the  rajah  increasing 
the  subsidiary  force  by  one  complete  regiment  of  Native  infantry  and  adding  to  the 
subsidy  to' the  amount  of  45,186/.  for  the  expense  of  it;  but  no  payment  was  made  on 
accoam  of  the  additional  subsidy  for  nearly  two  years  subfequent  to  the  conclusion  of  tha 
trmy,  notwithstanding  the  remission  of  half  of  it  for  that  period.** 

2d  report  of  the  seleacommif^ee. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


Policy  of  Sir  George  Barlow  not  altered  in  the  interval,  or  by  ihe  events  of  fhe  war— dui 
affection  most  prevalent  in  Travancore— examination  of  the  causet  of  discontent,  and  dii 
patches  of  government  in  relation  to  it— explanation  given  to  the  army  on  the  6th  of  Fq 
bniary— orders  of  that  dale  examined — abortive  attempt  at  private  conciliation  with  majoi 
3o)es— lieutenant-colonel  Martin  detained  in  India — loses  his  passages-allowed  to  emhar^ 
on  a  succeeding  ship-— major  Boles  not  permitted  to  proceed  to  England-— ships  sail — peri 
mission  granted  to  him — Secretary  of  Military  Board  suddenly  removed — Sir  George  fiarj 
low's  private  invitations  generally  refused— r  emoval  of  officers  on  that  account — favour 
able  reports  made  by  Sir  George  Barlow  to  Lord  Minto,  who  inclines  in  consequence  u 
the  subordinate  government — on  the  20th  of  February  his  lordship  approves  of  the  rclesK 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Munro>  and  suspension  of  general  Mac  Dowall — silence  as  to  majo^ 
Boles— memorial  to  the  governor-general  prepared,  but  abandoned— address  to  majo^ 
Boles— these  acts  resented,  and  made  the  grounds  of  the  order  of  the  1st  of  May,  suspend^ 

'  ing  numerous  officers,  and  temoving  many  others  from  their  commands  and  staff  oSk^cs-^ 
this  Older  considered — orders  of  the  find  of  May,  directing  several  other  removals  on  sum* 
maiy  grounds— resentment  shewn  hy  the  Hydranad  subsidiary  force,  of  the  complimen^ 
paid  to  it,  in  the  order  of  the  1st  of  May — declaration  of  that  force— general  irritation  o( 
the  army  acknowledged  by  Sir  George  Barlow,  who  solicits  the  interposition  of  tbcgOver^ 
nor-general  to  allay  it,  which  produces  the  letter  of  the  sjih  of  May,  appioving  all  tb^ 
foregoing  measures  of  Sir  George  Barlow,  and  vindicating  the  reasons  of  them — ordered  \6 
be  printed — the  grounds  of  the  vindication  examined — the  impression  of  this  letter  on  the 
army  and  the  government — general  combitiation  at  the  different  stations  of  the  army— the 
honourable  colonel  Sentleger,  major  Boles,  and  captain  Marshall,  ordered  to  embark,  at  a 
few  hours  notice,  for  Calcutta — removal  of  officers  at  Maaulipaiara  from  the  staff— others, 
with  detachments  from  the  European  regiments,  ordered  to  serve  as  marines  on  board  the 
fleet— regular  committees  formed  here,  and  at  other  places — undisguised  revolt  of  the  offi- 
cers at  Hydrabad,  Masulipatam,  Seriogapatam,  and  other  stations— the  Native  troops  not 
acquainted  with  the  existence  or  cause  of  the  revolt— colonel  Malcolm  sent  by  Sir  George 
Barlow  to  Masoltpatam — fails  in  his  negotiation — colonel  Close  fails  in  a  like  manner  at  Hy- 
drabad-*lord  Minto  hears  of  the  revolt  of  the  garrison  of  Masulipatam,  on  the  loih  of  July- 
resolves  on  proceeding  to  the  coast — on  the  20th,  publishes  an  order  to  the  Bcn^l  anny— 
leaves  Calcutta  the  5th  of  August— attempts  of  Sir  George  Bailow  to  procure  addresses— 
suggests  a  test  to  the  officcra  of  the  company's  service— generally  refused — officers  removed 
from  their  employments— replaced  by  the  king's  officers  civil  and  militar) — measures  de- 
vised for  lubduing  the  revolt— the  latter  not  generally  carried  into  effect— attack  on  the 
Chittledroog  battalions — operation  of  lord  Minto't  brder  of  the  20th  of  July— submission  of 
the  Hydrabadsubsidiary  force,  and  of  the  troops  generally— amnesty  granted  by  general  Pater 
40  the  garrifon  of  Masulipatam— lord  Minto  arrives  at  Madras  on  the  10th  of  SepieiDber— 
icvelopet  the  policy  which  he  moaoi  to  adopt— publishes,  on  the  S^t^t  of  September,  hii 
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wmncsty  to  the  army,  and  announce*  the  ca'^es,  fii  in  number,  excepted  out  of  it— examina- 
tion of  thcordrr  of  ihe  251b  of  September— court-martial  appointed  to  assemble  at  Ban- 
gilore — d-ftnce  of  the  parties  involvin;;  the  character  of  ihc  government— -lieutenant-colo** 
Del  J.  Bell  ?nd  major  J.  Story,  cashiered  by  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial— lieut&* 
oant-rolonel  Doveton  acquitted— sentences  sent  bock  for  revision— accompanied  by  a  letter 
from  the  Jud^e- Advocate — the  court  adheres  to  iu  first  opinion— observations  on  the  pre- 
ceding ac  I.N— conclusion* 


The  great  display  of  seal  and  energy 
by  the  arroy ,  in  the  ooiiduct  of  the  war 
\a  Tra\  aiK:ore,  shews  that  all  private 
reseDtioent,  if  atiy  part  of  it  coald  be 
supposed  to  attach  to  the  military  body 
einployed  there^  was  sacrificed  to  the 
public  cause.  It  will  hardly  be  be- 
lieved, that  this  precise  spot  was  re- 
garded by  Sir  George  Barlow  as  the 
hot  bed  of  disaffection,  and  that  its 
l^wth  was  imputed  to'^the  very  season 
which  produced  the  fairer  fruit  of  a 
generous  emulation  in  enterprise,  and 
devotion  to  the  public  service. 

The  interval  embraced  by  the  Tra- 
vaocore  war  was  brilliant,  yet  short ; 
but   it  was  long  enough,  in  its  duration, 
to  have  aflforded  the  means,  if  they  had 
been   embraced  by  a  congenial  spirit^ 
for  the  renunciation   of  an  obnoiiious 
policy  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  aban- 
dounoent  oi  acrimonv  on  the  other. 
But  Su*  George  Barlow  does  not  appear 
to  have  i^iaxed  for  an  instant  the  rigid 
principle  of  his  government :  and  as  long 
as  the  induenceand  operation  of  it  should 
continue,  it  was  not  to  be  reckoned, 
that  the  passions  of  the  army,  which  it 
excited,  would  cease  or  abate.     If  the 
governor  liad  reviewed  his  measures  in 
the  interim,  the  re-consideration  had 
no  other  visible  effect,  than  of  con- 
inning  him  in  bis  primary  judgment, 
I   instead  of  inducing  him  to  tread  back 
the  steps  that  had  raised  so  general  a 
jealousy.     Frotn  this  motuent,  as  if  he 
had  gained  new  strength,  or  confirma- 
tion from  the  pause,  he  is  seen  advanc- 
ing in  jicts,   that  had  already  stirred 
the  fiercest  passions,    and  could  not 
have  any  other  tendency,  judging  by 
the  past,  but  to  drive  them  to  excess. 

What,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  fresh 
necessity,  that  requires  the  new  exer- 
tion ? — ^The  dispatches  of  the  Madras 
government,  at  this  time,  may  be  snp- 


of  the  offence  imputed  to  the  army. 
The  latter  is  not  described,  in  the  pub- 
lic  correspondence    in  question,    to 
amount  to  more  than  an  alleged  and 
indistinct  clamour  about  the  abolition 
of  the  Cent-contract,  and  the  interrup- 
tion, by  the  act  of  the  governmentf^ 
of  the  prosecution    of  the    quarter* 
master-generals    To  these,  indeed,  is 
added  a  complaint  against  the  late  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army,  who  had 
now  left  the  peninsula,  and  against  the 
adjutant  and   depfaty-adjutant-general 
of  the  army,  who  are  represented  to 
have  shared,  but  more  by  implication, 
than  any  direct  deduction,  m  the  fault 
of  their  superior.    But  these  questions 
immediately  concerned  but  a  compa- 
ratively   small    number    of  persons, 
though  they  might  relatively  interest, 
if  pushed  bieyoiid  the  present  instances, 
the  whole  circle  of  the  army.     No  in- 
sinuation, derogatory  to    the  general 
body  of  the  army,  is  stated  in  this  offi- 
cial correspondence.      It  is,  therefore, 
to  be  concluded,  that  with  the  excep-i 
tion  of  the  partial  discontent,  which  it 
noticed  in  it,  that  the  other  pdrt  of  the 
military  communitywas  yetas  free  from 
taint,  as  ■  firom  accusation  $  a  circum- 
stance that  should  have  awakened  the 
caution  of  the  governor,  to  prevent  the 
disease  of  the  few  from  communica- 
ting to  the  many.     This  natural  cau- 
tion is  no  where  to  be  observed  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  government ,  but  a 
spirit,   it  is  feared,  may  be  traced  in 
them,  equally  indignant  of  opposition, 
and  careless  about  the  provocation  of  it. 
All  delicacy  in  respect  to  the  use  of 
its  authority,  is  henceforward  thrown 
aside.       If  no  new  power  be  broaght 
into  action,  it  is,  that  its  ultimate  re- 
sources have  already  been  exhausted. 
It  may  be  comniunicated  to  fresh  ob- 
jects, and  may  be  varied   in  it':  4ppli- 
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The  dispatches  of  the  Madras  govern- 
incnt,  of  the  28th  of  February,*  shew 
what  that  govemmeni  inought  of  the 
supposed  crime  of  the  adjutant  and 
depnty-adjutant-gencral,  so  severely 
punished  by  it ;  the  grand  and  efficient 
cause,  it  will  be  seen,  of  the  discon- 
tents that  beg?n,  about  that  date,  to 
agitate  the  army  at  large.  It  is  styled, 
ID  this  document,  **  an  act  of  git:at 
enormity ,'•  but  such  was  the  prolbssed 
moderation  of  the  government  at  the 
time,  that  it  was  prepared  xto  receive 
•'  any  acknowledgnoent/*  (such  are 
the  words  of  the  dispatch),  as  an 
atonement  for  their  conduct ;  yes,  if 
they  would  have  said  only,  "  that  it 
bad  proceeded  from  an  imperfect  con- 
ception of  their  duty." 

Whatever  colour  the  government 
thought  it  right  subsequently  togi\^  to 
the  alleged  n(Fence  of  these  officers,  it 
is  evident,  from  the  slight  atonement 
which  they  were  ready  to  admit, 
and  which  they  seemed  to  expect, 
that  it  was  not  very  heinous,  even  in 
their  own  eyes.  Passing  over  the  un- 
reasonableness of  the  expectation,  that 
these  gentlemen  should  enter  on  a  de- 
fence of  their  conduct  after  it  had  been 
published  and  condemned,  and  punish- 
ed, it  may  be  safely  asked,  on  the  ex- 
planation of  the  government  itself, 
what  necessity  existed  for  drawing 
forth  at  once,  for  the  punishment  of  the 
principal  staff  of  the  array,  theextraor> 
dinary  powers  of  the  state?  If  a  ill  m- 
fy  apology  could  have  averted  the  an- 
ger of  the  government,  would  not  the 
season  allow  of  a  moment  to  demand 
it  ?  When  if  an  instant  had  been  giv- 
en for  reflection,  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
strife  had  been  probably  avoided.  It 
was  ordered  otherwise. 

The  government,  in  their  dispatch, 
express  a  reloctance,  it  is  true,  to  pro- 
ceed to  severity,  and  a  readiness  to  de- 
part from  the  harsh  measures,  which 
they  represent  to  have  been  forced 
upon  them — yet  their  outward  acts 
wear  any  thing  rather  than  a  concilia- 
tory appearance. 


It  was  now  no  longer  concealed  from 
the  government,  how  unpopular  its 
acts  had  become,  and  how  necessary 
it  was  to  devise  snme  means  of  remov- 
ing the  further  discontent,  occasioned 
by  them.  As  the  greatest  apprehenxioa 
first  arose  from  tht  side  of  the  arnry, 
an  explanation  was  unexpectedly  made 
to  it ;  but  then  it  was  rendered  in  so 
awkward  and  nngradous  a  manner, 
that  it  had  been  better  avoids  altoge- 
ther. This  explanation  was  made  by  a 
general  order  to  the  army,  excusing, 
at  some  length,  the  proceedings  of  the 
government  in  releasing  the  quarter- 
master-general, from  arrest,t  l>ut  hint- 
ing not  a  word  on  the  more  interesting 
cases  ot  the  suspension  of  the  static 
officers. 

Notwithstanding  the  austerity  of  the 
principle  acted  on  by  Sir  George  Bar- 
low, assuming  an  unquestionable  power 
over  the  army,  and  his  resentment  of 
the  conduct  of  general  Macdowali  io 
appealing  to  its  opmion,  he  condescends 
himself,  in  this  order,  to  reason  with 
the  same  body  on  the  grounds  of  the  re- 
lease in  question.  At  the  time,  too, 
that  he  states  himself  studious  to 
soothe  the  military  feeling,  he  offen, 
unwittingly  perhaps,  a  glaring  insult 
to  its  judgment. 

The  governor  gives,  in  this  general 
order,  his  own  view  of  the  conduct 
both  of  lieutenant-colonel  Munro,  and 
general  Macdowali,  and  of  the  report 
which  bad  entailed  the  serious  conse- 
quence stated.  In  speaking  of  the 
expressions  conceived  to  be  injurious, 
by  the  commaiuling  officers  of  corps, 
**  he  has  no  hesitation,  (he  says,)  io 
declaring,  that  it  appears,  in  his  judg- 
ment, impossible,  under  any  correct 
construction,  to  attach  an  offensive 
meaning  to  words,  where  injury  was 
not  meant,  and  where  the  intention  of 
offence  did  not  exist ^**  and,  having  giv- 
en his  own  gloss  to  the  matter,  he 
concludes,  "  the  honourable  the  gov* 
ernor  in  council  deems  it  his  further 
duty  to  observe  that  the  question 
which    has  been   under  deliberation 


•  Inserted  in  the  Sratc  Papers,  pafje  265. 
t  See  General  Orders,  6di  Februiiry,  io  the  Madras  Occuncnces* 
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tnust  be  now  conudered  as  concluded,** 
It  woald  appear  that  be  is  prescribing 
in  this  order,  not  only  the  mode  of  con- 
duct for  the  army»  but  even  the  tniin 
of  their  thinking.  What  is  this  but 
laying  down  a  doctrine,  not  to  be  dis- 
puted, that  the  whole  military  body 
can  act  and  think  only  by  the  measure, 
of  his  (the  governor's)  understanding  ? 

To  this  clumsy  attempt  at  public  con- 
etliation,  a  private  essay  is  made  to 
bring  the  deputy-adjutant-general  to 
submission  ;  possibly  at  the  suggestion, 
though  not  at  the  avowal,  ofthe  go- 
vemment. 

Major-general  Gowdie,  who  had 
succeeded,  on  the  suspension  of  general 
Macdowall,  to  the  chief  command  of 
the  army,  had  arrived  at  this  time  at 
Fort  St.  George,  and  shortly  afterwards 
waited  on  major  Boles,  professing  for 
bim  a  great  friendship,  and  proposing, 
on  an  admission  of  his  fault,  in  the 
most  easy  and  palatable  terms,  that  he 
would  intercede  with  the  government 
Ibr  his  restoration  to  the  service  and  his 
office.  But  this  specious  offer  was  not 
listened  to  by  major  Boles,  under  the 
declared  conviction  of  his  own  inte- 
grity. Whether  the  act  of  gei^ral 
Gowdie  was  authorized  or  not,  it  un- 
equivocally shews,  that  the  offence  of 
the  deputy-adjutant-general,  in  the  ge- 
neral's opinion,  was,  of  all  others,  the 
most  venial,  when  it  could  be  expi- 
ated by  a  solicited  apology.  But  there 
IS  reason  to  believe,  in  despite  of  all 
the  apparent  backwardness  of  Sir 
George  Barlow,  to  acknowledge  the 
excess  of  his  authority,  in  the  severity 
shewn  to  this  officer,  that  this  unfortu- 
nate application  was  made  with  his  pri- 
vity. This  may  be  inferred  from  some 
of  the  succeeding  acts  of  the  governor, 
and  naore  especially  from  a  public  letter 
of  general  Gowdie,  who  ascribes  a 
contumacy  to  major  fioles*s  refusal  of 
bis  raediiiion,  which  could  hardly 
have  been  fancied  by  him,  unless  his 
application  had  been  understood  to 
have  been  saoctioned  by  superior  com- 
mands. 

At  the  end  ofthe  month  of  Decem- 
ber preceding,  lieutenant-colonel  Mar- 
tin, one  of  the  commanding  officers  of 


against  the  quarter-master-general, 
arrived  at  the  presidency,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  prosecuting,  according  to  the 
previous  permission  of  goverivnent,  a 
voyage  to  England.  He  had  engaged, 
at  a  considerable  price,  a  passage  on 
one  ofthe  company's  ships,  expected  to 
be  dispatched  at  the  close  of  the 
month  of  January.  On  the  29th  of 
that  moiith  it  was  intimated  to  him 
by  the  government,  that  he  would  bot 
be  allowed  to  depart,  his  presence  be- 
ing deemed  necessary  to  the  prosecu- 
•tion  of  the  charges  against  lieutenant- 
colonel  Monro.  It  is  not  easy  to  fancy  ^ 
that  this  could  have  been  the  sincere 
motive  for  the  detention  of  this  officer, 
since  lieutenant-colonel  Munro  had 
been  released  from  his  arrest  several 
weeks  before,  and  the  proceedings 
against  him  in  the  military  court  there- 
by superseded.  Could  the  government 
intend,  notwithstanding  the  release  of 
the  quarter- master-general,  to  deliver 
up  that  officer,  subsequently,  to  trial  ? 
Whatever  might  be  the  reason,  tht 
public,  until  diis  hour,  know  not  how 
to  account  for  the  seemingly  wanton 
detention  of  this  gentleman  until  the 
middle  of  the  month  of  February,  at 
an  expence  to  the  company  of  400L 
th^  price  of  his  forfeited  passage-mo- 
ney. Jt  pleased  the  government,  at 
length,  to  permit  lieutenant-colonel 
Martin  to  leave  India,  on  the  Sir  Ste- 
phen Lu&hington;  a  ship  on  which  ma- 
jor Boles,  thedeputy-adjulant-general, 
had  also  contracted  for  a  passage,  desi- 
rous of  making  as  early  a  personal  ap- 
peal as  practicable,  to  the  honourable 
the  court  of  directors.  But  the  govern- 
ment thought  fit,  in  a  like  manner,  to 
deuin  the  latter,  like  the  former  offi- 
cer, by  absolutely  refusing  him  per- 
mission to  embark  on  the  Indiaman, 
or  on  another  vessel  about  to  leave  ti  e 
roads  at  the  same  time.  About  four 
days  afterwards,  when  there  was  no 
opportunity  of  a  sea  conveyance  for 
eight  months  to  come,  it  was  graciously 
commuuicated  to  the  deputy-adjutant- 
g'^i^eral  that  he  was  at  full  liberty  to 
prosecute  his  voyage,  when  and  ho«^ 
be  could.  p.  ^.^  ^  , 
Captain  Marshall,  ^who  filled  the  le-       ^ 
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lary  board  and  fund,  at^d  was  an  active 
member  of  several  public  commiiiees, 
then  sitting,  and  had  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  various  ofHces,  as  it  was 
supposed,  \yith  equal  sntisfaction  to  the 
governnient  and  tiie  public,  was  sud- 
denly removed,  about  this  period,  from 
his  muhifarious  trusts,  and  sent,wifhout 
an  explan.nion,  to  the  comparatively 
trifling  emrlrymeni  of  pay-master  to 
a  prt>vincia]  gurrison. 

I'hesc  are  not  ilie  only  acts  of  gratu- 
itous authority  exhibited  by  the  govern- 
ment, but  ihe  whole  conduct  of  the 
executive  appears  to  have  been  now 
swayed  by  those  pe:ty  p.ssions  that 
sometimes  disfi^^ure  and  d*'grade  the 
acts  of  individuiiis.  These  nets  might 
liave  been  occasioned,  perhaps,  by 
the  odium  in  which  tht»  person,  as 
•well  js  the  go\ernmeni  rf  Sir  George 
Bailow,  vt!c  holden  al  this  juncture; 
a  fact  of  which  ho  must  have  been,  at 
this  time  acqiiainted,  however  slow  he 
mi^^lr  have  been  to  discover  it  No^ 
reverence  or  outward  ie-}K'Ct  were  \o- 
luufari)}  ^  jid,  or  could  even  be  exacted, 
beyond  ihe  members  of  hi*»  family,  or 
the  partners  m  his  arts.  1'hougn  the 
source  and  fount  itn  of  all  prcmotion, 
not  a  civilian  o*  soldier  could  be  indu- 
ced tu  pay  more  than  a  cnsiomary 
com p! indent  or  courtesy  to  his  office, 
wh'le  li!.,  house  and  his  board  were 
deserve!  of  all,  but  his  very  retainers. 
His  ))iinicular  invitations  arc  t ejected, 
and  he  finds  him.^rlf  at  once  the  head 
and  out-i^tjst  of  society. 

Fip'iing  no  r^rfnge  in  integrity  or 
pridr,  he  aiiempu  (o  introduce  the 
governing  principles  oi  his  public  po- 
Jic\  into  tlje  walks  of  private  life  j  to 
enforce  civilities  by  law^and  c.juriesy 
b)  proclamoiion.  Is  it  necessary  to 
slar^-  the  failure  of  this  wretched  expe- 
dient }  which  is  not,  however,  resigned 
without  a  full  and  abundant  trial.  And 
what  the  fruit  of  the  experiment  ?  A 
host  of  individuals  are  removed  from 
their  staM()ns,  and  banished  to  distant 
and  unhealthy  siiuation^i,  rather  than 
fiubmiT  to  the  mortification  of  receiving 
constrained  and  compulsory  kindness- 
es. The  loss  of  direct  interest,  and 
the  resignation  of  the  fairest  prospects, 
are  willhsRly  endured  rather  than  the 


degrading  sacrifice  ot  the  Independency 
which  providence  gave  to  the  heart 
along  with  the  blood  that  warms  it. 
Not  only  the  veteran  with  lus  brave 
battalion,  is  to  be  viewed  measuring 
his  wcciry  way,  over  a  wider  expanse 
in  a  tempesmous  season,  in  prelerence 
to  the  easy  enjoyment  of  a  stationary 
and  advantageous  position,  but  a  yet 
more  interesting  spectacle  presents  it- 
self,— a  chosen  body  of  youth,the  hopes 
of  armies  yet  to  come,  a  whole  insti- 
tution is  dispersed  in  every  direction  of 
the  Indian  Peninsula,  to  scatter  far  and 
wi(!e  the  projects  and  discomfiture  of 
domestic  despotism.  A  general  state- 
ment of  these  notorious  facts,  without 
any  specification  of  particulars,  will  be 
sufBcient  to  demonstrate  (he  impru- 
dence of  the  ai tempt  of  the  governor, 
and  the  linavoidable  consequence— -the 
dibgust  of  the  army. 

The  disc  ontent  of  the  army  seenas 
to  have  been  thoroughly  understood, 
but  not  so  its  origin,  or  the  remedy 
applicable  to  it.  The  governor,  in  a 
partiality  not  uncommon  to  his  owq 
acts,  attributed  every  thing  to  the 
disafiection  of  the  army,  rather  than 
to  the  mistaken  policy  on  which  he 
proceeded.  He  saw,  or  fancied  that  he 
saw,  a  predetermined  hostility  to  the  sys-. 
tem  o'  his  government,  founded  on  the 
generally  ungrateful  principle  of  re- 
ibrm,  and  to  this  he  was  anxious  to 
ascribe  eveiy  shew  of  resistance  or 
opposition.  But  an  impartial  eye  may 
trace  the  temper  that  now  shewed 
itselt  to  a  more  obvious  and  natural 
cause.  The  only  etFccts  produced  by 
the  economy  and  retrenchments  of 
Sir  G  Barlow,  as  described-by  himself, 
were  a  temporary  clamour,  in  the  first 
insiancejand  an  ultimate  representation, 
from  certain  members  of  the  army,  to 
the  court  of  dircHJtors  of  the  East  India 
company.  These  had  occurred  many 
months  previously  to  the  first  exercise 
of  the  power  of  suspension,  and  had 
ceased  to  be  mentioned  j  nor  would 
the  memory  of  them,  in  9II  probability, 
have  been  ever  revived,  but  from  the 
infliction  of  new  suflferings  by  the 
same  hand.  No  one,  capable  of  form- 
itig  a  sound  judgment,  would  have 
looked  to  these  distant  and   remote 
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circumstaDce«,  as  the  causes  of  the 
evil,  now  obvious  and  visible  lo  all ; 
when  there  were  tjrievances,  present 
to  the  eye,  immediately  operaiive  and 
intiuireiy  more  galling  in  their  pressure, 
thai  naturally  explained  the  reason  of 
the  public  discontent.  Sir  G.  Barlow 
looked  to  the  first  feelings  and  acts  of 
the  anny,  without  once  advening  to 
the  aggression  on  ihe  part  of  the  go- 
vernment, that  had  changed  ihe  ob- 
jects and  the  very  nature  of  the  feelings 
themselves.  Whai  is  the  loss  ot  a  Hide 
paltry  pelf,  in  a  military  or  civ  iJ  con- 
sideration, comp.^red  to  thv  destruction 
of  the  primary  right  ot  redress  for 
injuries,  of  |>crsonal  imnmniiv*  and 
private  property,  all  of  {hem  int<  nded 
to  be  secured  against  arbitrary  vioiatioh 
by  the  express  letter  of  t!)e  ia  vv  ?  Eve- 
ry one  of  these  naiuial  rights  had  been 
invaded,  and  the  co;. sequential  injuries 
had  flowed,  when  iir  G.  Barlow  begaU 
to  look  around  hun  for  an  adequate 
cause  that  might  account  for  the 
reigning  disatfection,  and  i'ound  it,  as 
he  supposed,  in  a  .stale  and  forgotten 
soffenng.  He  did  not  once  call  to 
recollection  the  interference  of  the  go- 
vernment, with  the  process  ot*  military 
judicature,  and  the  obstruction  of  the 
course  of  martial  law.  He  did  not 
glance  at  the  disturbance  and  removal 
of  men,  from  their  respective  avocations 
atid  employments,  without  the  figure 
of  ipvestigation  ;  nor  of  their  suspen-  - 
sioa  from  offices,  in  which  they  had 
acquired  a  property  from  precedent 
services,  by  the  mere  weight  of  autho- 
rity. Nor  could  he  have  contemplated 
j  the  necessary  tendency  of  a<;ts,  that 
I  seek  to  exercise  a  rule  over  mankind, 
I  not  in  their  public  duties  and  obli- 
gations, but  in  their  private  relations 
and  aftectioDs.  The  inevitable  effect 
of  such  an  oversight  in  a  government, 
must  be  an  universal  opposition  ;  un- 
less the  nature  of  man  and  the  end  of 
government,  should  be  changed,  no 
other  consequence  cot^ld  be  antici- 
pated. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Sir  G.  Bar- 
low, miscoQceiviog  the  reason  of  the 
discontent,  did  not  embrace  the  proper 
Diethod  for  removing    it.    Under  a 


supposition  that  his  system  is  odions, 
and  hi*  general  agency,  therefore, 
unpopular,  he  seems  to  have  imputed 
every  dissatisfaction,  not  to  any  fault  or 
defect,  in  a  particular  measure,  but  to 
personal  dislike  Fancying  the  public 
opinion  against  him,  he  apparently 
becomes  regardless  of  the  public  sen- 
timent, and  proceeding  on  the  imagina- 
tion, and  a  policy  adapted  to  it,  that 
every  man  is  his  enemy,  it  cannot  be 
long  before  he  makes  him  so  in  point 
of  fact.  In  his  representations,  relative 
to  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  he  may 
be  supposed  to  communicate  to  others 
the  impressions  felt  by  himself  j  and, 
hence,  giving  credit  to  his  statements^ 
results  a  confirmation  of  his  proceed- 
ings by  the  controuling  power  in 
India. 

What  were  the  precise  relations madq 
by  Sir  G.  Barlow  to  the  supreme  go* 
vernment,  there  are  no  immediate 
meansof  judging  J  as  no  dispatches  of 
lus  to  that  authority  are  yet  t>efore  the 
public.  It  is,  however,  to  be  collect- 
ed from  the  governor-generars  letter- 
of  the  12lh  of  October  ♦  that  the  cor- 
respondence of  Sir  G.  Barlow  had  a 
view  to  produce  an  impression  that 
the  discontent  was  not  general,  nor 
likely  to  be  permanent.  Up  to  the 
10th  of  July,  lord  Minto  writes,  be 
continued  to  receive  very  favourable 
reports  from  Sir  G.  Barlow,  of  the 
hopes  which  might  be  entertained  of 
the  army's  speedy  return  to  subordina- 
tion and  obedience  i  and  be  only  lost 
these  views,  from  intelligence  received 
from  Masulipatam.  This  may  account 
for  the  early  countenance  sbewii  by  bis 
lordship  to  the  acts  of  the  government 
of  Fort  St.  George,  which,  as  they 
portended  to  effect  no  evil  to  ihe 
state,  he  was  inclined,  in  ordinary  conT- 
pliment  to  the  inferior  government,  t6 
support.  The  first  approbation  con-i 
veyed  to  the  supreme  government,  was 
on  the  20th  February,  and  related  solely 
tathe  release  of  the  quarter  master-ge- 
neral, and  the  suspension  of  general 
Macdowall.  On  the  first  impression 
of  the  supreme  government,  then  only 
intent  on  praise,  it  was  thought  pru- 
dent, perhaps,  to  be  silent^  where  it 
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felt  that  it  could  not  safely  commend. 
The  suspension  of  the  deputy  ndjutaiit- 
general  was  not  even  glanced  at. 

The  appiobation  of  the  supreme 
g'  vcinment,  as  it  might  be  foreseen, 
was  the  means  of  strengthening  the 
governor  in  his  policy,  rather  than  of  in- 
ducing a  doubt  of  the  propriety  in 
persevering  in  it.  It  had  scarcely  been 
received  in  Madras  before  the  effect 
«f  the  approbation  was  extensively 
experienced. 

The  army,  in  the  inten^al  of  the 
comrannication  of  Sir  G.  Barlow  with 
Bengal,  had  leisure  also  to  consider  of 
their  grievapces,  and  of  the  manner  of 
redressing  them ;  for  ihey  were  of  such 
a  nature,  that  it  was  hardly  believed  that 
they  should  be  forgotten  in  the  lapse  of 
time.  In  the  acerbaiion  of  their  feeling 
they  do  not  seetu,  however,  to  have 
meditated  anv  (»ther  than  a.  regular  and 
constitutional  rouse  of  prt>cee(iing. 
Thev  conteni  *hem'»elves  w  th  devising 
a  represent  ition  of  their  general  wrongs, 
and  means  for  the  alleviation  of  indivi- 
dual distress  from  the  oppression, as  they 
conceived,  of  the  local  government. 
The  first  measure  is  atletapted  to 
be  effected  through  the  medium  of  a 
itiemorial  to  the  supreme  government 
of  I?jdia  5  with  which  a  controuling 
p*y  \  er  is  vested  for  the  prevention  of 
evil  in  the  subordinate  Indian  govern- 
ments ;  but  this  measure  is  relin- 
quished, in  an  inchoate  and  imper- 
fect state,  on  the  receipt  of  in- 
formation that  the  council  of  Ben- 
gal had  sanctioned  the  preceding 
acts  of  the  Madras  government. 
Bui  several  addresses  are  framed  and 
forwarded  at  this  period,  to  the  deputy 
adjutant-general,  expressive  of  the 
condolence  o(  his  brother  officers  in 
hi 4  fate,  and  assurances  to  major  Boles 
of  pecuniary  support,  co-extensive  with 
the  deprivations  under  which  he  la- 
boured, so  iong  as  he  should  remain 
suspended  from  h's  office.  In  certain 
cf  th'ese  papers  a  paragraph  is  introdt>- 
ced,  which  has  something  the  appear- 
ance, though  it  is  liable  to  a  less  ob- 
jectionable construction,  of  an  en- 
gagement in  the  subscribers  to  adhere 
to  one  another  in  the  event  of  their  be- 
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the object  of  the  address ;  a  sufierei 
it  must  be  observed,  through  i 
pure  and  strict  obedience  to  mill 
tary  orders.  Beyond  these  two  acts 
either  in  deed  or  counsel,  tb 
military  had  not  yet  proceeded.  Theii 
acts,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Si 
G  Barlow,  were  sufficient  in  his  min^ 
to  induce  an  instantaneous  applicaiioi 
to  the  single,  but  forcible  instrument  oi 
his  government ;  the  suspeusion  of  iU 
supposed  principal  offi^nders. 

A  moment's  pause  may  be  allowed 
for  an  enquiry  into  the  real  ground) 
that  existed  for  the  repetition  of  an  ez< 
treme  measure  which  bad  already  fail* 
ed  in  its  effect,  and  had  produced,  in< 
stead  of  the  proposed  end,  the  most  un* 
happy  and  mischievous  consequences. 
It  was  evident  to  the  govemroentj 
fi'om  the  acts  of  the  army,  that  a  veiy 
general  dii»content  existed,  at  the  un- 
usual exertion  of  ill  authority  on  the 
release  of  colonel  Mun ro,    and  the 
suspension  of  colonel  Capper  and  ma- 
jor Boles  ;  and  so  severely  felt,  that  it 
^was  with  difficulty  restrained  from  out- 
wardly manifesting    itself.       It   was 
however  restrained,  but  not  kept  un- 
der by  so  strong  a  rein,  but  that  it 
might,  by  inattention  or  by  any  fresh 
stimulus,  break  forth  into  an  impadent 
and  active  opposition.     At  this  instant 
it  had  only  opened  its  mouth  in  cocn« 
plaint  against  the  local  government  to 
the  supreme  authority  in  India,  but  bad 
sti6ed  its  cry  when  it  bad  reason  to 
believe  that  the  source  of  its  appeal  had 
been  pre-occapied    It  had  given  np  its 
public  appeal,  and  in  all    likelihood 
would    have    confined   its    sufieringi 
within  its  own  breast.      Sir  G.  Barlow 
in   his   minute  admits  this  importaitt 
fact.     We  had  every  reason  to  believe* 
he  says,  "  that  the  intention  of  pres«' 
sing  the  memorial   is  almost,  if  not 
wholly  abandoned."       In  another  pas- 
sage also,  in  the  same  document,  it  may 
be  seen  that  the  emergency  of  the 
times  did  not  require  the  use  of  any 
extraordinary  authority  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

In  proceeding  to  recommend  the 
measures  necessary  to  bead6pted,  with 
regard  to  this  intended  memorial.  Sir 
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ions  to  avoid  the  two  difficulties »  of 
eithsr,  on  the  one  band,  acting  on  in* 
lufficieiH  evidence,  or,  on  the  other, 
of  waiting  too  long  for  the  full  disco- 
very of  aU  the  signatures  affixed  to  it, 
as  J  had  i-eason  to  believe  that  the  spi- 
rit of  dissatisfaction  was  not  gaining 
ground  in  the  army ;  it  did  iu>t  appear 
that  any  danger  was  incurred  by  wait- 
ing hitherto  for  fuller  proof  as  to  ihe 
individuals  who  had  been  concerned  in 
signing  or  promoting  the  circulation  of 
this  paper/'* 

What  a  confession  is  here !  that  the 
governor  of  a  vast  empire,  assured 
that  there  was  no  threatening  or  im- 
pending danger,  condesceiKled  to  play 
the  spy  and  to  lay  in  deceitful  ambush > 
until  he  could  surprise  all  the  unfortu- 
nate persons,  parties  to  a  thoughtless 
and  angry  writing,  cancelled  and  con- 
demned to  the  dames !  He  had  no  fear, 
00  anxiety  it  seems,  but  that  the  period 
should  pass  away  without  affording  suf- 
ficient victims,  or  without  a  possible 
opportunity  of  displaying  the  extraordi- 
nary energy  of  his  government.  He 
could  not  bear  to  wait,  lest  peradven- 
ture  the  crime  and  the  actors  in  it 
should  have  been  lost  and  forgotten, 
and  no  new  offence  or  offender  might 
arise  for  reprehension  and  punishment. 
It  needs  not  another  observation  to 
prove  that  neither  the  times  nor  the  oc- 
casion called  for  fresh  and  renewed 
severities,  or  that  any  other  than  mea- 
sures of  forbearance  or  neutrality  were 
requisite  for  preserving  the  public 
peace. 

Fortunate  would  it  have  been  indeeil 
for  Sir  G.  Barlow,  if  a  gleam  of  re- 
flection had  shone  on  the  past,  or  that 
a  ray  of  wisdom  had  irradiated  the  way 
before  him,  but  he  sesms  wholly  lost 
in  the  regard  of  the  stupendous  engine 
iu  his  grasp,  and  cannot  restrain  his 
engprness  to  put  iti  powers  to  the  test. 
He  huius  down  with  avidity  the  au- 
thors of  this  almost-forgotten  paper, 
in  every  possible  direction,  and  joining 
thero  with  less  heinous  malefactors,  he 
showers  down  on  them  the  blind  indis- 
criminate f  engeaiKeof  the  government^ 


in  the  noemorable  orders  of  the  first  of 
May.t 

This  official  instrument  claims  the 
attentive  consideration  of  those,  who 
wish  to  form  a  true  opinion  of  the  pro- 
vocation which  induced  the  agitatioa 
of  the  army,  and  the  events  to  which 
it  gave  rise ;  combining  with  it  the 
history  of  proceeding  transactions,  and 
the  existing  state  df  things.  These 
will  enable  ihem  to  draw  a  fit  conclu* 
sion  both  of  the  internal  merits  of  the 
order  and  its  probable  effects.  By  this 
one  instrument  is  awarded,  as  it  ap- 
pears, a  sentence  to  several  offences, 
aiKJ  to  numberless  offenders — varying 
iu  the  extent  or  quality  of  guilt — yet 
visiting  all  alike,  or,  with  little  appa- 
rent distinction,  with  <he  extremity  of 
punishment;  all  of  them  judged  alike, 
in  the  same  hurry,  and  in  the  same 
measure,  without  bearing,  without  a 
defence,  without  a  knowledge  of  their 
crime,  except  in  so  mucli  as  it  may  be 
learnt  from  the  language  of  their  sen* 
tence,  written  in  so  unintelligible  a 
style  as  to  perplex  both  the  itidividuals 
suffering,  and  the  public,  to  be  instruct- 
ed by  the  example,  in  understanding 
the  proclaimed  ofiences.  In  one  place 
the  army  had  to  view  two  respectable 
officers,  captain  J.  Marshall,  late  se* 
cretary  to  the  military  t>oard,  and  who 
was  then  at  Seringapatam,  and  lieut. 
colonel  G.  Martin,  who  was  far  ad- 
vanced on  his  way  to  Europe,  declared 
highly  criminal  for  having  been  "  prifi" 
dpally  concerned  in  preparing  and  cir- 
culating the  memorial  ;*'  and  another 
officer,  the  hon.  colonel  A.  Sencleger, 
who  had  so  eminently  distinguished 
himself  in  Travancore,  and  who  was 
then  in.  that  kingdom,  condemned  in 
the  self  same  paragraph,  for  the  very 
determinate  and  yet  but  half  offence 
of  the  principals,  of  having  been 
**  active  in  promoting  the  circu- 
lation of  the  paper  ;"  and  Capt  Mar- 
shall and  col.  Sentleger,  lieur.  colonel 
Martin, (being  luckily  beyond  the  reach 
of  Sir  G.  Barlow)  are  both  injudiciously 
confounded  in  the  judgmeai  of  su!>peu« 
sion. 


«  Vide  Page  273.  t  Vide  Page  looked  by  GoOglc 
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Major  J.  De  Morgan^  who  was  then 
at  Tellicherry,  remote  from  any  of 
the  parties  just  described,  is  adjudged 
in  the  like  loose  terms  with  colonel 
Sentleger,  and  for  the  same  indeter- 
minate crime,  to  the  unvaried  punish- 
ment of  suspension  from  the  service. 
Captain  J.Grant,  commanding  the  body 
guard,  and  then  assistant  to  the  resi-  . 
dent  in  Travancore,  is  involved  in  the 
Jikc  penalty  with  his  brother  officers, 
for  having  put  his  signature  to  the  ad* 
dress  to  major  Boles  -,  admitted  by  Sir 
G.  Barlow  to  be  of  inferior  guilt  to  the 
memorial,  and  attended  with  circum- 
fttauces  that  would  undoubtedly  have 
found  favour  in  other  times  and  with 
other  persons^  than  those  of  whom 
the  Madras  government  was  composed. 

In  another  place,  in  the  same  order 
of  the  1st  May,  the  army  witness  the 
punishment  of  other  classes  of  officers 
for  alleged  offijnces,  even  moie  doubt- 
ful than  those  already  particularised, 
to  whom  the  principle  of  suspension, 
though  somewhat  modified,  is  lavishly 
applied. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Bell,  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  coast  artillery, 
stationed  within  eight  short  miles  of 
the  presidency,  and  whose  particular 
o&nding  might  have  been  minutely 
ascertained,  is  removed  from  the  com- 
mand, the  pay,  and  emoluments,  of  his 
station,  or,  in  other  words,  suspended 
from  his  office  ;  because  a  paper  of  a 
similar  tendency  with  the  address  to 
major  Boles  had  been  circulated  aniong 
the  officers  of  his  corp<,  and  that  its  cir- 
cubiion  was  said  to  have  been  promo- 
ted, but  when,  and  in  what  manner,  is 
boi  staled,  by  lieut.-colonel  hell. 

In  a  succeeding  paragraph  of  this 
0in;yiilar  paper,  lieui.-colond  Chalmers, 
commanding  tp  the  south  of  Travan- 
core, and  lieutenant-colonel  Cuppage, 
employed  in  the  northern  extremity  of 
|i»e  same  kingdom,  and  who  had  been 
VLcetuly  appointed  from  his  acknow- 
kclged  character  and  desert,  to  the 
oilice  of  adjutant-general  of  the  army, 
mc  removed,'the  one  from  his  com- 
mar.d,  and  the  other  from  his  staff- 
appointment,  for  this  capricious  rea- 
son, tliat  they  *•  appear  to  have  taken 


report  to  the  government  the  improper 
proceedings  pursued  by  part  of  the 
troops  under  their  orders."  What  im- 
proper proceedings  bad  been  pursued, 
and  by  what  part  of  the  troops  under 
the  respective  orders  of  these  officers, 
are  not  described;  neither  is  it  explained 
whether  colonel  Chalmers,  or  colonel 
Cuppage,  bad  any  knowledge  of  siicb 
proceedings. 

Captain  J.  M.  Coombs,  assistant- 
quarter-master-general  in  Mysore,  is 
also  removed  from  bis  staff  situation, 
for  having  '*  been  concerned,"  as  the 
order  alleges,  *'  in  these  reprehensible 
proceedings  */*  but  whether  they  were 
the  last-mentioned  proceedings,  or 
any  other  particular  proceedings  men- 
tioned in  the  order,  there  is  not  a  ground 
even  for  a  conjecture. 

In  this  unheard-of  manner^  are 
eight  officers,  some  of  them -of  supe- 
rior rank  and  station »  and  all  of  them 
of  great  respectability  in  the  service, 
suspended,  without  private  question^  or 
public  enquiry,  from  the  service,  or 
their  stations ;  for  causes  either  unspe- 
cified altogether,  or  if  specified  wholly 
inadequate  to  the  punishment  inflicted. 

Sir  G.  Barlow,  sitting  in  his  private 
closet,  and  viewing  objects  at  the  four 
cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  bids 
his  anger  travel  N.  E.  W.  or  South, 
according  to  caprice  or  whim,  for  it  is 
impossible,  that  a  single  vision  can 
embrace  the  whole  expanse  which  his 
severity  visits.  It  ranges  by  turns,  leav- 
ing every  where  a  mark  of  its  displea- 
sure ;  the  kingdom  of  Travancore,  the 
O  rears,  the  Barhamahl,  the  Carnatic, 
the  Mysore,  some  hundred  miles  dis- 
tant from  eacl)  other,  and  from  the 
point  of  view,  trusting  its  own  keen 
bight,  or  borrow  ii>g  for  its  purpose  the 
eye  of  others — liable  to  the  delusion 
and  infirmity  to  which  that  organ,  by 
the  law  of  nature,  is  subjected. 

From  every  one  of  these  remote 
recesses  is  a  conceived  culprit  cooly 
drawn  forth  ^  his  hands  tied,  his  mouth 
gagged,  and  rendered  up  without  pity 
or  remorse,  not  to  the  haikk  of  jus- 
tice, but  of  the  excutioner.  What  are 
the  road  and  melancholy  times,  in 
which  such  a  practice  can  be  men- 
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tjoned,  and  borne  with  patience  ?  At 
this  season  the  army  had  not  been 
drifen  into  despair  and  revolt,  but, 
according  to  Sir  G.  Barlow's  report, 
the  military  discontent  had  not  ap- 
peared ^'  to  gain  ground.'*  But  how 
far  the  day  may  be  distant,  warranting 
the  application  of  summary  and  un- 
leleottng  sanctions,  it  demands  n6  un- 
common foresight  to  say.  But  these 
will  be  produced,  not  by  the  violence 
of  the  times,  but  the  times  by  the  vio- 
lence and  frequency  of  the  punishment. 
The  ^g^  of  the  nplified  sword  of 
government  is  not  suflered  to  fall  on 
every  devoted  neck,  by  the  merciless 
sentence  delivered  in  this  order.  There 
are  other  victims  reserved  for  a  suc- 
ceeding execution,  which  follows  on  the 
ensuing  day ;  when  the  commander- 
in-chief  is  ordered  to  relieve  the  tired 
hand  of  the  governor.  He  perfects  the 
business  of  vengeance,  by  proceeding 
with  the  proscribed  list,  and  removing 
from  the  command  of  corps, 

Captain  Smith,  2d  battalion  of  the 
14th  regiment. 

Major  Keasbury,  2d  battalion  of  the 
Qtbrej^ment. 

Major  Muirhead,  the  2d  battalion 
of  the  18th  rceiment. 

Major  Hazlewood,  1st  battalion  of 
the  24th  regiment,  for  tlie  alleged, 
bat  Unproved  ofience  of  not  ''  having 
exerted  themselves  in  maintaining 
order  and  discipline  in  their  respective 
corps." 

At  the  tinoe  that  this  extraordinary 
commission  is  given  to  the  commander- 
in-chief,  he  is  vested  with  the  strange 
and  most  dangerous  power,  the  right 
of  sopercession  of  officers,  whom  **  he 

I  maybe  induced  to  consider,"  from  his 
information,  *'  as  improper  persons," 
to  be  entrusted  at  the  moment  with 

I  the  charge  of  corps.  So  that  the  as- 
sumed prerogative  of  the  government, 
of  punishing  at  will,  is  communicat- 

I    ed,  without  hesitation,  to  the  tempo- 

I  W7  conunander-in-chief ;  and,  on  the 
ttme  principle,  might  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  a  hundred  subordinate  links 
of  the  chain  of  auiliority,  without  the 
feur  of  the  abuse  of  that  delicate  pow- 
^»  or  any  anxiety  about  the  possible 


sufferers  by  it.  And  as  a  specimen  of 
the  care  with  which  a  prerogative  of 
this  consequence  should  be  exercised, 
the  government,  at  the  instant  of 
communicating  it  to  the  commander- 
in-chief,  require  him  to  remove  lieute- 
tant-colonel  Rumley  from  his  regiment 
of  cavalry,  for  this  very  flagrant  fault, 
''  that  his  conduct  had  been  for  some 
time  unsatisfactory" 

This  is  the  worthy  sequel  to  the  or- 
der of  the  1st  May,  which  cannot  be 
quitted,  without  a  brief  remark  on  its 
concluding  office }  which  is. to  correct, 
as  it  states,  "a  misapprehension,  highly 
dangerous  in  its  tendency,  which  had 
arisen  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army,  with  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  authority  of  the  gove- 
iior-in-council  5"  which  misapprehen- 
sion is  ascribed  to  the  influence  of  the 
order  of  general  Macdowall  to  the 
army,  of  the  28th  of  January,  preced- 
ing the  order  of  reprimand.  There 
could  be  no  future  misconception,  it 
should  seem,  even  whhout  this  obser- 
vation, of  the  extent  of  this  authority, 
from  the  liberal  use  that  had  been 
made  of  it  in  the  striking  punishments, 
just  exhibited.  This  practical  lesson 
superseded  the  necessity  that  might 
have  existed  for  the  promulgation  of 
the  doctrine,  which  at  best  appears 
out  of  place,  following,  and  not  lead- 
ing tJie  acts,  to  which  it  is  appli- 
cable. 

After  publrshing  the  conviction  of 
the  government,  that  the  majority  of 
the  army  did  not  participate  in  "  the 
improper  and  dangerous  proceedings," 
declared  in  the  order,  it  ends,  with  a 
particular,  and  ill-judged^  compliment 
to  the  exemplary  conduct  of  the  Hy- 
drabad  subsidiary  force.  This  com- 
mendition,  at  the  expense  of  a  part 
of  the  military  community,  was  indig- 
nantly refused  in  the  very  moment  it 
was  offered ;  a  striking  proof  of  the 
temper,  which  the  order  of  the  1st  May 
was  calculated  to  excite  throughout 
the  army.  The  two  powerful  motives, 
praise  and  expected  favour,  could  not 
influence  the  Hydrabad  force  to  view 
the  acts  effected  by  tliat  order  in  anj 
other  lights  than  as  destructive  of  the 
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rights,  and  insulting  to  the  feeltngB  of 
the  whole  military  body.  Some  indig- 
nation might,  perhaps,  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  conceived  attempt 
to  cajole  them,  through  the  medium 
of  the  order,  by  placing  them  in  con- 
trast, and  in  seeming  opposition,  if 
they  willingly  admitted  the  governor's 
approbation,  to  their  brother  ofiicers 
in  other  branches  of  the  army.  A 
declaration  was  thereupon  made  to  the 
otBcers  of  the  Madras  army,  and  the 
government,  by  the  Hydrabad  force, 
which  gave  both  reason  to  understand, 
that  the  sutFerings  of  the  army,  as 
wrought  by  the  orders  of  the  SIst  Ja- 
nuary, and  the  1st  May,  were  as  keenly 
felt  by  the  members  of  this  corps,  as 
by  the  general  body  of  the  company's 
otiicers.  The  spirit  and  language  of 
these  papers,  which  no  one  could  com- 
mend, and  which  few  would  seek  to 
excuse,  may  serve  to  show  what  was 
the  nature  and  the  strength  of  the  feel- 
ings that  had  been  roused  by  this  most 
obnoxious  and  operative  order,  and 
what  was  immediately  t6  be  expected 
from  the'  force  and  influence  of  such 
feelings,  if  no  mtans  should  be  disco- 
vered ibr  the  counteraction  of  their 
•fleets* 

The  danger  threatened  by  the  exist- 
ing temper  of  the  army  seems  either 
to  iiave  been  misunderstood,  or  the 
posrsible  result  of  it  miscalculated  or 
despised,  for  no  other  state  measure 
appears  to  have  been  resorted  to  for 
quieting  the  turbulence  Of  the  times 
than  soliciting  and  procuring  a  long 
and  laboured  discourse  from  the  chair 
of  the   supreme  government  of  Ben- 

It  cannot  be  considered  that  Sir  G. 
Barlow  could  have  imagined,  seriously^ 
Ihat  men,  so  inflamed,  would  be 
preached  out  of  their  humour  by  a 
tardy  sermon  from  Calcutta.  But  ir  is 
^i>t  difhcuU  to  guess  the  reason  of  the 


request,  so  flattering  to  the  governor- 
general,  who  seems  to  be  deluded,  step 
by  step,  until  he  becomes  identified 
with  the  governor  of  Madras. 

This  paper  comes  at  last ;  the  pur- 
port of  which  is  to  allay,  as  it  would 
appear,  the  ferment  which  is  uni- 
versally understood  to  rage  over  tbe 
military  state,  and  this  it  expects  to 
promote  by  the  opposite  and  contradic- 
tory means  of  reprehension  and  of  rea- 
soning. These  at  any  time,  would  seem 
but  slender  means  for  soothing  or  heal- 
ing the  passions  of  an  inflamed  muhi- 
tude  ;  but  little,  indeed,  could  be  done 
by  their  aid,  when  urged,  as  here, 
through  the  dull  medium  of  a  tedious 
epistolary  disquisition  j  in  which  doc- 
trines are  broached  and  broken  in  the 
same  bi^eath,  and  in  which  truth  in 
statement,  and  error  in  application, 
are  so  blended,  that  one  is  at  a  loss 
which  to  admire  most,  the  sense  of 
the  writer,  or  the  apparent  perversion 
of  it  in  the  use. 

The  governor-general, desirous,  as  he 
professes  himself  to  be,  of  instilling 
into  the  minds  of  the  Madras  oflBcers, 
the  principle  of  passii'e  obedience  and 
of  indelit>erate  insubordination,  to.  the 
commands  of  the  civil  authority,  ar-  ' 
gues  throughout  the  endless  paragraphs 
of  this  paper,  with  tbe  passion  and  the 
persuasion  of  the  advocate,  not  with  the 
authority-  and  decision  of  the  judge, 
to  establish  positions,  where  he  should 
declare  the  law.  While  he  would 
forbid  deliberation,  he  calls  upon  the 
army  to  deliberate ;  while  discounte- 
nancing military  discussion,  by  his  doc- 
trine, he  promotes  it  by  his  practice. 
He  makes  opponents  and  disputants  of 
those  whom  he  is  regarding  in  bit  ad* 
dress  as  silent  and  submissive  pupils, 
yet  he  loses  not  the  sight  of  his  autho- 
rity, except  in  the  manner  and  the  mo- 
ment of  exercising  it.f 

In  ihib  pioduction,  lord  Minto enters 


•  The  manner  of  ordering  colonel  Sentleger  to  the  presidency,  teems  to  have  routed, 
in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  indignation  of  hi«  brother  officers.  He  is  removed  without  any 
explanation,  save  through  the  order  of  the  first  ot  May,  from  his  command  in  Travancore, 
the  field  of  his  late  brilliant  operations,  and  instructed  to  pursue  a  private  route  to  Poonau 
Inallie,  the  depot  of  French  and  Dutch  prisoners,  the  enemies  of  his  country ;  from  the 
contact  of  which  society  he  is  not  permitted  to  free  himsdf,  but  by  the  especial  iadulgenct. 
•f  the  govcrnmeot. 

t  Vide  letter  of  Lord  Minto,  of  27th  May,  page  S7S. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  INDIA'. 


79 


on  the  detail  of  events^  which  it  will 
be  convenient  to  pursue,  that  bad 
produced  the  general  discontent.  Every 
where,  as  he  goes  along,  he  vindi- 
cates the  proceedings  of  Sir  G.  Barlow, 
b/  the  unqualified  condemnation  of  the 
coodnct  of  the  army.  He  censures, 
io  broad  terms  the  act  of  petitioning 
or  memorializing  in  bodies>  inveighs 
generally  against  military  combina- 
tions, condemning,  without  reserve,  the 
meditated  memorial '  to  the  governor- 
general,  to  which  the  order  of  the  1st 
May  refers.  He  illustrates  his  state- 
ments, on  every  one  of  these  topics, 
by  allusions  to  the  acknowledged  prin- 
ciples of  the  British  constitution,  and 
genuine  British  feeling. 

If  he  had  confined  his  labour  here, 
though  there  might  be  some  doctrines, 
and  some  illustrations  attempted  by 
bim,  that  had  more  of  splendour  in 
them,  than  substance,  none  would 
bare  been  much  inclined  to  have  ex- 
cepted to  his  general  propositions.  But 
bis  lordship  has  not  only  conclusively 
pronounced  in  disfavour  of  the  righ't 
of  memorializing  in  the  present  in- 
stance, bat  has  utterly  denied  the 
existence  of  any  grievainre  as  a  cause 
of  memorial  in  the  army ;  and  has 
tndeavoured  to  sustain  his  assertion, 
by  a  minute  examination  of  every  one 
of  the  acts  attributed  to  and  afiecting 
that  body  of  men .  These  have  al  ready 
been  descrilx^,  in  a  general  way,  but 
it  will  be  necessary  to  advert  to  them 
more  particularly,'  that  it  may  be  seen 
wbetlier  the  army  were  setting  up,  as 
it  is  alleged,  ideal  and  visionary  griev- 
ances, and  whether  the  government 
was  justified  or  not  in  the  $6vere  mea- 
wres  pursued  for  the  suppression  of 
■lilitary  complaints. 

The  practice  of  memorializing  in 
Bombers,  though  it  may  not  be  strictly 
military,  is  not  novel  in  point  of  fact. 
Kumberlesf  instances  might  be  quoted 
where  memorials  have  been  forwarded 
to  his  majesty,  and  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, from  the  Indian  army,  or  large 
bodies  of  officers  attached  to  it,  and 
have  not  only  been  received  in  that  form, 
hot  have  lieen  wisely  and  formally 
attended  to.  An  extraordinary  paper 
#f  ihls  sort  was  presented  toithe  king. 


by  the  Bengal  army,  then  commanded 
by  general  Popham,  in  which  hit 
majesty  was  informed  of  the  suflTerings 
and  sentiments  of  that  branch  of  the 
service,  and  the  redress  which  it  ex- 
pected, accompanied  by  a  bold,  if  not 
menacing  declaration,  that  the  sufferers 
were  150,000  men,  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  and  with  ability,  at  least, 
if  not  relieved  by  the  beneficence  of 
the  sovereign,  to  enforce,  by  their  own 
means,  a  redress  of  their  grievances. 
The  appeal  was  not  thrown  back  on 
the  appellants,  neither  was  it  without 
effect.  On  another,  not  less  memora* 
ble  occasion,  the  complaints  of  the 
united  Indian  army  were  received  at 
thelndia  house,  and  in  Downing  stref^c, 
through  the  hands  of  acknowledged 
representatives  and  commissioners, 
choaen  openly  by  their  militaiy  constU 
tuents  at  the  three  presidencies.  These 
representatives  were  treated  with  re- 
spect by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  they  were 
admitted  by  that  enlightened  statesman 
to  discuss  and  adjust  the  rights  of  thobC 
whom  they  represented.  It  is  obser- 
vable, also,  in  the  papers  laid  updn 
the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  the  pourt  of  directors  have  verj 
recently  thrown  out  something  like 
disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  Sir 
G.  Barlow,  in  not  forwarding  to  the 
court  the  memorial  of  certain  officers, 
complaining  generally  of  the  reduction 
of  their  advantages,  which  had  been 
sent  to  the  Madras  government  b/ 
general  Macdowall,  for  transmissal 
to  Englaiui.  l^hese  are  all  in  proof  of 
the  manner  and  extent  of  appeal  in 
military  matters.  It  appears,  at  ali 
times,  to  have  been  permitted  to  the 
officers  of  the  Indian  army,  in  indul- 
gence, if  .not  in  right,  to  make  a  joii  t 
representation  of  their  wrongs  to  tl)e 
constituted  authorities,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  Convenience  may  have 
held  much  to  do  in  (he  toleration  of  , 
the  practice;  and,  perhaps,  a  contrary 
course  would  be  unsuited  to  the  pecu- 
liar constitution  and  situation  of  the 
Indian  army.  Lord  Minto  hid[isdf 
seems  to  admit-,  if  not  directly,  by  the 
tendency  of  his  illustrations,  the  right 
of  individuals  to  memorialize  toge*  . 
tber,  but  not  %;,|Jgh<L?5e)|lP  *" 
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give  their  joint  memorial  the  deno- 
minatioo  of  an  appeal  from  tiie  whole 
army.  This  narrows  the  objection  to 
the  memorial  under  consideration  to  a 
question  of  form,  rather  than  of  sub- 
stance. His  lordship,  forgetting  that  the 
paper  is  not  complete,  and  that  it  is 
capable  of  revision  and  alteratioq,  con- 
siders it  as  a  finished  composition,  giv- 
ing to  all  the  parts  of  it  a  fixed  and 
determinate  meaning,without  any  refe- 
rence to  the  general  purport  and  context 
of  the  writing.  He  excepts,  primarily, 
to  its  title,  as  bespeaking  it  to  be  a  re- 
presentation of  the  army  at  large  :  and 
this  afiPords  an  occasion  for  his  reproba- 
tion of  the  supposed  end  of  the  paper, 
which  he  conceives  is  "  to  bring  to  the 
council  board  a  clamorous  demand,  en- 
forced by  the  combined  and  united  voice 
of  the  army,**  But  if  the  title  be  ex- 
ceptionable to  the  full,  as  it  appenred 
to  his  lordship,  the  exception  is  only 
to  the  title,  and  might  have  been  ex- 
plained, and  in  reality  removed  by  re- 
ference to  the  matter  in  the  body  which 
is  the  essence  of  the  memorial.  This 
does  not  show  that  the  persons,  who- 
ever they  might  be,  who  subscribed  th6 
memorial  had,  or  pretended  to  have  any 
commission  or  authority,  from  the  ar- 
my to  represent  its  grievances ;  and 
therefore,  whatever  erroneous  title  the 
memorial  carried  on  its  front,  it  could 
not  in  fact  be  considered  as  any  thing 
more  than  the  joint  memorial  of  the 
persons  subscribing  it ;  and  hence  all 
the  reasoning  of  lord  Minto,  on  this 
score,  would  seem  in  fairness  to  be  in- 
applicable and  irrelevant. 

The  tone  and  language  of  the  me- 
morial, considering  it  as  having  arrived 
maturely  in  the  hands  of  ihe  governor- 
general,  but  in  which  way  it  never 
came  thither,  is  not  certainly  so  re- 
spectful, or  decorous,  as  it  might  or 
should  have  been.  But  this  will  be 
more  or  less  excusable  from  the  reality 
or  non-existence,  as  it  shall  eventually 
appear,  of  the  alleged  circumstances 
of  complaint. 

The  governor-general,  examining 
singly  every  one  of  the  imagined 
grievances,  declares  them  to  be  with- 
out solidity  or  foundation.  1  hese 
grievances  are  stated  by  him  to  be ''  the 


exclusion  of  lieut .-general  Macdowall 
from  council  5  the  release  of  colonel 
Munro,  and  the  removal  of  the  adju- 
tant and  deputy-adjutant-general  from 
their  offices."  But  are  these  the  griev- 
ances  actually  preferred  in  the  memo- 
rial, or  are  they  misconceived  and  mis- 
represented by  lord  Minto  ?  and  may 
not  a  great  deiil  of  his  argument  fail, 
as  proceeding  on  this  misconceplion  of 
the  premises  ? 

In  respect  to  the  exclusion  of  »rn. 
Macdowall  from  the  council,  which 
his  lordship  places  at  the  head  of  the 
represenfed  grievances  of  the  army,  it 
may  be  observed,  and  it  must  be  evi- 
dent to  every  one  who  has  given  the 
intended  memorial  to  the  gorvernor-ge- 
neraf  a  paiient  and  impartial  consider- 
tion,  that  it  is  not  set  forth  aS  a  sub- 
stantit*e  cause  of  complaint  ^  nor  is  it 
hinted  at  in  any  other  way  than  as  a 
reason,  by  which  they  acqoant,  rightly 
or  not,  for  the  sufferings  of  the  array. 
They  *'  lament  generally  that  although 
their  claims,  their  dijties,and  their  pri- 
vileges are  so  multifarious,  as  to  re- 
quire the  assistance  of  practical  expe- 
rience in  discussif^;  the  merits  of  them 
yet  they  have  not  a  representative  in 
the  couuqI  of  the  government,  where 
alone  the  discussion  can  be  agitated  ; 
"  to  this  cause  probably"  (they  S9y) 
"  mar  bf  ascribed  the  recent  measures, 
which  have  made  it  necessary  for  your 
memorialists  lo  implore  your  gracious 
interpobiiion.*'  And  they  continue  *'  a 
succinct  notice  of  those  measures  will 
amply  dcvelope  the  principles  by  which 
your  memorialists  estimate  the  injuries 
they  have  already  received  -.-and  by  the 
further  abuse  of  authorities,  which 
they  have  reason  to  apprehend.**  They 
then  immediately  pass  to  the  enumera- 
tion of  the  government  measures, 
which  constitute  the  sum  of  their 
representation,  fs  there  any  thing  in 
this,  like  the  assertion  of  a  right  in  the 
army  to  have  a  repre?entalive  m  coun- 
cil, and  a  consequent  oppression  in  the 
exclusion  of  general  Macdowall  }  Is 
the  circumstance  ever  stated  as  a  posi- 
tive cause  of  suffering  j  or  alluded  to 
more  than  as  the  pobsible  or  probable 
fource  of  the  measures  which  have 
borue  on  the  feelings  of  the  army  ?  To 
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diis  cause  proba>>1y  (say  theyV  with 
moderatiMii  and  mcde  tv  enouj»h,  mav 
be  ascribed  the  recent  measures  which 
iiave  nnde  it  necessary  tcr  the  n»eiTio- 
riali&ts,  not  to  resist  the  government, 
but  to  "  implore  the  gracituis  iuttrpo- 
sUion  of  the  governor-general."  The 
allosion  might  have  heen  more  ab-o- 
Itte  wit  hoot  any  great  excess  either  in 
duly  or  respect 

Wf  atever  might  be  tlie  (laments  of 
the  memorial,  none  certainly  are  impu- 
table to  it  for  pretending  to  riglits  in- 
compatible with  the  condition  of  the 
tohscrihers  to  ir^  but  appertaming  un- 
questionably to  hiA  Majesty  and  the 
difeciors  of  the  East  India  company, 
respecting  the  degree  of  poliical  or 
military  power  to  be  possessed  by  the 
commander-in-chief.  It  might  have 
been  expected,  therefore,  of  the  candour 
of  bis  lord&bip,  that  he  should  r>ot 
have  attempted  to  involve  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  memorial  in  arrog.mt,  but 
imaginary  pretensions  to  rights-  which 
are  constitutionally  and  wisely  vested  in 
other  and  more  fit  organs. 

If  bis  Loi'dship'had  viewed  with  an 
impartial  eye  the  quoted  passage  in  the 
inemorial,  he  might  have  avoided  half 
the  labour  of  his  letter,  and  all  the 
pain  which  must  result  to  an  ingenuous 
mind,  on  reflection,  from  ascribing  mo* 
fives  to  men  which  they  evidently  did 
iK>t  feel,  and  whei'e  the  imputation 
migbt  have  ao  injurious  tendency, 
as  here^  in  implicating  and  embroiling 
them  with  th(»se  authorities  to  which- 
alone  they  could  look,  from  the  unhap- 
py event  of  things,  for  a  fair  couttide- 
ration  and  just  decision  on  their  con- 
duct. 

It  has  been  shortly  shewn,  that  the 
e&clusion  of  ihe.commander  in  chief 
from  the  council,  was  not  alleged  as* 
a  grievance  in  itself,  but  was  lamented 
generally  as  the  probable  cau.se  of  the 
eviln  endured  and  anticipated  by  the  ar- 
my. This  act  was  known  to  be  the 
act  of  the  government  at  home ;  w  hile 
the  noemorial  distinctly  complained  of 
the  measures  of  the  governtiunt  abroad, 
•'  a  succinct  notice  of  which,  they 
•tate,  will  amply  devek>pe  the  piinci- 
P'^by  v^hich  they  fsinnaie  the  inju- 
ria already  received  j  and  which,  by 


the  further  abuse  o^  p^wer,  ther  have 
reas«>n  to  apprehend  It  's  the  o  j  vt 
of  the  memorial,  thu*  ex,»hint?d,  n  >'■ 
so  much  to  set^k  redre^t*  to?  what  has 
passed,  as  to  '•tay  the  further  proei ess 
of  injury  ;  this  is  mo«t  expliciti>  de- 
clared towaicis  the  conclusion  ot  the 
memorial.  It  is  addressed  als-».ioan 
authority  whose  partiii'lar  office  it »  to 
controul  the  arts,  if  they  ^liall  ^eoni 
unwi^  or  injudicious,  in  the^  inferior 
governments.  So  that  the  direction  of 
iht?  appeal  was  pt'cnliarly  corre<  t,  if 
the  grcmnd  of  it  wa«  snbstaniial  ..nj 
the  mode'of  rep:eseri\ation  void  of  of-, 
fence.  The  neguixe  of  the  latir-r  posi- 
tions, is  argued  b}  the  governor-gi  ne- 
ral,  who  states  the  subject  of  the  ap- 
peal, as  has  been  «hown,  not  altoee- 
ther  as  it  is,  in  respect  to  thv*  le-'Jing 
head,  and  who  denies  the  ju:itice  of  it 
in  all  that  it  sets  forth. 

The  measures  of  the  government, 
noticed  in  the  memorial,  fnd  described 
by  lord  Minto,  may  be  taken,  wiih 
the  exception  parr icola lined,  on  the 
statement  of  his  lordship  ;  but  with 
certain  allowances.  They  appear  to 
be,  reduced  in  mimber  and  aggrava- 
tion, the  release  of  lieut.rol  Monro, 
and  the  removal  from  their  offices  of 
the  adjutant  and  deputy-adjntant -gene- 
ral of  the  army  j  but  e^ich  of  these 
heads  includes,  in  it  several  insepara- 
ble and  oppressix-e  incidents. 

The  rele-^se  of  colonel  Munro  doet 
not  relate  to  that  individual  only— but 
to  the  numerous  officers  o!  corps  who 
prepared  charges  against  him,  and  -i^- 
lativelv  to  the  who'e  arm\',  interested 
in  the  due  administration  of  the  mili- 
tarv  law.  It  collaterally  concerns  the 
charactfT  and  the  rightu  of  the  com* 
n>ander-in-chief 

The  removal  of  the  adjutant,  and 
deputy -adjutant-general,  i>  not  the 
sum  of  the  next  ot^en^ive  measure  of 
the  govern rneni,  as  sptcified  in  the 
memorial  ;  for  the\  are  s.ispended  not 
only  from  their  offices,  but  the  ser- 
vice, and  the  avowt^d  cause  of  their 
suspension,  and  the  niaiiner  of  it,  are 
more  iwinted  at  in  the  lepresenfation, 
than  the  act  itself.  These  corsidera- 
tions  surely  are  not  foreign  to  the  army, 
for  they  might  be  cuade  applicable  \9 
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every  member  of  it,  in  an  instant,  bj 
a  sudden  fancy  of  the  executive.  But 
these  are  very  slightly  considered,  and 
explained  by  the  governor- general, 
though  the  measures  themselves  are 
defended  in  the  aggregate,  on  the  fool- 
ing of  the  false  clamour  of  the  memo- 
rialists. 

The  release  of  colonel '  Munro  is 
spoken  of  as  an  act  of  grace ;  but  such 
a  view  of  the  act  is  confined  to  the 
case  of  the  officer  released ;  not  ex- 
tended to  the  other  parties,  surely, 
and  they  were  numerous,  who  had 
procured  his  arrest.  It  'would  be 
triflmg  to  waste  a  word  on  so  pre- 
posterous  an  assertion.  But  the  re- 
lease is  approved,  or  rather  excused, 
on  graver  reasons.  It  is  stated,  that 
colonel  Munro  was  not  a  fit  object  of 
arrest,  since  he  was  an  agent  in  the 
matters  imputed  to  ^him,  by  way  of 
charge,  in  the  direct  employment  of 
the  government,  and  within  the  letter 
of  his  commission ;  for  that  his  act, 
when  perfected,  had  been  adopted  and 
approved  by  his  employers.  Whether 
this  were  true  or  not,  there  is  no  means 
of  forming  any  accurHte  notion,  un- 
less the  ijuarter  -  master  -  general's 
assertion  is  to  be  held,  in  a  point  of 
controversy,  as  decisive  and  unexami- 
nable.  But  taking  the  act,  in  any  con- 
struction, who  is  to  judge  of  it?  It 
is  a  militaiy  act,  and  the  agent  is  a 
military  agent.  The  persons  com- 
plaining of  it  are  all  clothed  with  a  mi- 
litary garb.  The  organ,  cognizant  of 
military  offenoes,and  instructed  with  the 
means  of  bringing  them  to  punish- 
ment, would  seem  heie,  as  in  ordi- 
nary cases,  to  be  the  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety, or  impropriety,  of  the  arrest, 
»  and  the  subsequent  rejease  ; — and  this 
organ  is  the  king's  conmiauder-in-chief, 
for  the  time  being,  sole  and  uncon- 
trolled. The  arrest  must  have  been 
preceded  by  a  charge,  alleging  some 
breach  of  military  cu^ti  m  or  law,  of 
which  the  comn  luul'jr-iu-chief  is  to 
form  his  own  juilgment,  and  to  awaid 
the  first  process,  or  not,  a^  he  sees 
occasion  5  and  it  must  be  presumed, 
in  favour  of  such  office,  that  a  fit 
foundation  was  laid  for  the  arrest  in 
this  instaoce.    The  act  of  the  com- 


mander-in-chief, it  has  been  diewn  in 
a  preceding  place,  is  not  controllablt 
within  the  sphere    of  his  authority, 
and  who,  in  the  course  of  the  admi« 
nistration  of  justice    throughout  the 
army,  is  as  free  froni  the  constraint 
of  the  civil  power,  as  the  courts  esta- 
blished   by    his  majesty  for  the  dis- 
pensation of  the    civil    law    to   the 
commutyty,  not  professing  a  military 
life.     Any  interference  with  this  au- 
thority, within  its  proper  bounds,  roust 
be  deemed  unlawful,  and  when  affect- 
ing the  rights  of  other  parties,  as  much 
a  resulting  grievance  to  them  as  the 
more  direct  and  open  infringement  of 
the  1  ights  of  the  commaqder-in-chief. 
Lord  Minto  admits,  "  that  the  war- 
rant to  hold  courts  martial  is  addressed 
to  the   commander-in-chief,    and  be 
considers  his  authority  exclusive  in  that 
branch  of  the  public  administration; 
but  the  abuse,  he  adds,  of  a  legal 
power  is  illegal,  and  the  supreme  mi- 
litary controul  of  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil extends,  in  his  judgment,  and  be- 
yond ail  doubt,^to  the  prevention  'of 
such  abuses."    This  may  be  granted 
to  the  fullest  latitude ;  but  it  will  be 
asked,  where  the  abuse  of  the-com- 
mander-in-ohief's  authority  is   appa- 
rent ? — Has  he  brought  a  party  within 
his  power  not  subject  to  military  com- 
mand ?     The  act  is  admitted  to  have 
been  done  by  a  military  oflficer,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  duty.     In  what  is  it 
suggested  that  the  general  has  trans- 
gressed his  legal  province,  so  as  to  call 
for  the  controlling   hand  of  the   civil 
government  ?     It  is  said,  that  be  has 
exercised  a  jurisdiction   over  an    act, 
which  may,  or  must,  involve  the  go- 
vernment in  the  inquiry.     But,  if  so, 
the  connnon  measure  of  justice  roust 
be  meiecl   out  here,    as  in  other  in- 
stant t^,  wiihout  attention  to  remote 
consccjuences,  without  any  squeamish- 
ness  or  overstrained  delicacy  about  the 
conduct,  or  character  of  the  govern- 
meui,    supposed    to  be  implicated   in 
that  enquiry.     The  law  shows  no  cour- 
tesy to  perj^ons  or    to  place ;     hot   if 
what  it  constitutes  a  crime  be  apparent, 
it  will  not  be  less  so  in  its  eye,  that 
the  thing  has  been  done  by  the  com- 
maud«  or  with  the  approbation  of  anj 
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iUtboriCj^  bowerer  exalted.  If  the 
Banction  ol  the  government  could  ex- 
cuse an  act,  otherwise  a  crime,  it  must, 
at  all  times,  be  in  the  power  of  the 
government  to  draw  the  consideration 
of  such  act,  whether  it  concerned  the 
civil  or  the  military  agent,  within  its 
cognizance,  and  to  oust  the  king's 
coutts  of  law  of  all  their  jurisdiction 
over  it.  The  ab«5urdily  of  such  a  po- 
sition is  too  manifest  to  recjuire  more 
than  a  simple  statement ;  but  it  such 
a  sanction  could  cover  the  agent  from 
the  legal  consequences  of  the  act,  it 
must  be  necessary  for  him  to  plead, 
and  to  shew  such  circumstance  in  evi- 
dence, in  justification  or  excuse  j  of 
the  sufficiency  of  which,  the  civil  or 
the  martial  courts,  and  those  who  are 
ultimately  to  approve  the  decision, 
must  judge.  It  is  not  for  he  govern ' 
ment  to  judge  of  the  lawfulness  of  its 
own  acts,  to  erect.  itsi»if  into  a  tribu- 
nal, to  sit  in  judgment  on  its  own  con- 
duct, to  the  mockery  of  the  very  idea 
•f  justice,  and  to  the  contempt  of  the 
established  courts  of  the  crown  and 
the  country. 

But  the  supposition,  seriously  in- 
sisted on  by  lord  Minio,  that  the  cha- 
racter of  government  could  be  affect- 
ed, in  an  injurious  manner,  by  the 
trial,  or  even  the  conviction,  of  lieut.- 
colonel  Munro,  would    seem    to   do 

'  more  credit  to  his  lorJsliip's  fancy  and 
ingenuity,  than  to  his  judgment. — 
How  is  the  thing  supposed  possible  ? 
by  this  complicated  process  :  that  the 
tent  contract  was  abolished  by  \hv  ad- 
vice of  colonel  Munro,  that  his  ad 
vice  was  suggested  in  the  form  of  a 
report,  and  tha'  the  advice,  as  well  as 
project,  the  abolition  of  the  tent  con- 
tract, had  not  merely  been  approved, 

\  but  applauded  by  Sir  J.  Cradock, 
fpmraander-in-chief  at  Fort  Si. George, 

I  the  government  in  council  at  the  same 
place,  by  the  commander*in-chief  in 
India,  and  by  the  governor-general  in 
council.  He  then  concludes,  *'  to 
charge  either  the  measure  which  had 

I  been  adopted  under  these  authorities, 
or  the  reasons  upon  which  it  was  re- 
commended, and  which  had  been 
sanctioned  and  approved  by  the  same 
authorities^    as    base    and    iofamous 


crimes,  was  a  studied  ipsult  offered  by 
those  otticers  (the  ponies  pivf erring 
the  chaiges  against  colonel  Munro,) 
and  by  iieut.-general  M*  Do  wall,  who 
supported  and  co-operated  with  them^ 
to  every  .  ulhority,  which  it  was  their 
drJv  to  respi'ct.*' 

N'n'.  if  Sir  J  Cradock  and  the  go- 
vc'jninent  of  Fort  St.  George,  are  to  be 
presumed  to  have  known  any  thing  of 
tlie  truth  of  the  facts  stated  in  there- 
port,  it  is  clear  that  the  commander- 
iti-chief  in  India,  and  tlnf  go\vnior- 
general,  could,  from  their  remote  si- 
tuation, have  no  knowledge  whatever 
of  the  facts  stated,  so  as  to  imagine 
themselves  pledged  for  the  truth  of 
them,  nor,  in  the  common  course  of 
things,  could  the  local  commander-in- 
chief,  or  the  local  government.  The 
otiicial  .eport  of  the  quarter-master- 
general,  like  the  Communication  of 
any  other  officer,  was  received  and 
acted  ,on  by  the  authorities  enume- 
rated, as  a  statement,  prim^  facie,  to 
be  credited,  but  witliout  the  force  of 
binding  the  govern  mem,  by  their  adop- 
tion otl  it,  to  the  authenticity  of  the 
matters  contamed  in  that  statement  ; 
but  leaving  them  a  full  opportunity  to 
withdraw  tlieir  approbation  at  a  }X)ste- 
rior  period,  if  ih*  y  should  discover 
that  the  (acts,  which  tlie  report  as- 
sumes, be  not  as  they  are  related. 
I'he  approbation  of  all  the  aWthorities 
mentioned,  is  founded  on  the  supposed 
veracity  of  thequarrer-master-generara 
report  :  it  implies  not,  l^owever,  any 
stipulation  for  its  truth,  nor  could  it 
make  that  true  which  is  not  so  in 
point  of  fact.  The  imprimatur  of  the 
government  might  go  a  great  wayj 
but  it  could  not  alter  the  very  essence 
of  things.  It  would,  too,  be  doing 
the  greatest  injustice  to  the  character 
of  the  Indian  authorities,  to  give  a 
countenance  to  the  supposition  of  lord 
Minto,  that  they  would  not  be  r  ady 
to  retract  their  own  act,  if  it  should 
be  requisite,  and  give  up  the  guilty 
adviser  of  it,  if  it  should,  at  any  time, 
be  discovered,  that  it  was  bottomed, 
in  injustice  and  falsehood,  und  r  the 
imposition  of  an  accredited  agent. 
The  character  of  the  governtuent 
would  ooly  be  involved  iu  ^lUiaiuing 
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the  act  with  the  conviction  of  its  in- 
justice or  impropriety.  But  what  is 
the  charge  against  colonel  Munro  ?— 
not  for  framing  the  report  in  question, 
not  for  the  general  reasoning,  nor  for 
the  ultimate  adVice  given  in  it,  but  for 
the  allegation,  in  that  paper,  of  par- 
ticular facts,  which  are  stated  to  be 
unfounded,  and  libellous  of  the  repu- 
tation of  the  parties  preferring  the 
charges.  Now,  whether  the  matters 
of  charge  were  true  or  otherwise,  it 
would  seem  as  much  for  the  honoiT 
of  government,  as  the  prosecutors, 
that  they  should  be  investigated.  To 
arrest  such  an  investigation  in  its  first 
stage,  and  under  any  pretence,  would 
lead  men  to  think,  either  that  ihere 
was  great  injustice  in  the  measures  of 
the  government,  or,  which  admits 
the  truth  of  the  charge,  that  the  ad- 
viser of  it  was  so  conspicuous  a  fa- 
vourite, that  it  was  resolved  to  throw 
the  shield  of  power  over  him,  at  all 
events,  and  all  consequences. 

After  the  justification  of  the  release 
of  lieut. -colonel  Munro,  the  gover- 
nor-general mentions,  incidentally,  the 
order  of  reprimand  on  that  officer, 
published  by  general  M'Dowall,  on 
the  28ih  of  January,  as  an  induction 
to  the  suspension  of  colonel  Capper 
and  major  Boles,  the  nes^t  supposed 
grievance  of  the  army.  Here,  also, 
his  lordship  discovers  no  small  degree 
of  earnestness,  to  make  the  govern- 
ment and  its  proteg6  inseparable  from 
one  another.  This  order,  says  his 
lordship,  **  purports  to  be  a  reprimand 
to  lieut. -colonel  Munro  j  but  substan- 
tially, it  conveys,  in  every  litio,  a 
reprimand  to  Jie  government  of  Fort 
St.  George.  And  if,  on  eKamindtion, 
it  should  appear,  as  hi!>  lordship  states 
it,  it  will,  of  course,  take  away  a 
great  part  of  the  weight  of  the  repre 
sentation  of  grievance,  touching  the 
suspension  of  thestaffotficers  for  giving 
currency  to  the  o  der. 

It  is  conceded  by  lord  Minto,  that 
the  order  has  fhe  outward  appear- 
ance of  a  lawful  instrument  ;  but, 
it  is  said,  that  an  illegal  intent  was 
hidden  under  it.  It  censures,  as  his 
lordship  asserts,  the  act  of  government 
in  releasing  the  quarter-master-gene- 


ral 5  but  this  inttnt  cannot^  be  collect* 
ed,  it  may  be  confidently  said,  firom 
the  face  of  the  order  itself,  nor  can 
it  be  inferred,  even  in  his  lordship's 
judgment,  without  reference  to  nnm-  , 
berless  transactions,  not  to  be  learnt 
from  the  letter  of  the  order,  and 
with  which  he  fancies  the  adjutant 
and  deputy-adjutant-general  to  be  re- 
spectively conversant. 

The  external  view  of  the  order 
shews,  th  t  lieut.-colonel  Munro  had 
been  guilty,  in  the  commander-io- 
cbiefs  opinion,  of  a  new  offence,  al- 
together foreign  to  the  original  charge 
on  which  he  was  arrested  ^  which 
latter  is  only  alluded  to  in  the  order  as 
descriptive  of  the  cause  of  the  arrest. 
The  General  states,  that  he  is  prevent- 
ed in  his  design  of  bringing  lieut - 
colonel  Munro  to  trial  for  diis  new 
offence,  by  his  immediate  departure, 
and  he,  therefore,  contents  himself 
with  reprimanding  him.  This  fresh 
offence  is  stated  to  have  arisen  out 
of  a  direcl  appeal,  by  lieut.-colo- 
nel Munro,  to  the  c.ivil  government, 
in  contempt  of  the  military  autho- 
rity of  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
which  produced  his  release.  He 
then  proceeds  to  the  reprehension  of 
that  officer. 

Now,  if  the  quarter-master-general 
had  been  guilty  of  the  ofiTence,  here 
stated,  for  the  first  time,  which  may 
be  clearly  and  satisfactory  shewn,  it 
is  plain  that  general  M'Dowall  was 
armed  with  a  power  suitable  to  the 
occasion,  to  reprimand  that  officer; 
atid  it  was  not  possible  for  the  govern- 
ment, except  in  an  unnatural,  and,  it 
may  be  said,  an  absurd  conclusion,  to 
attach  the  least^particle  of  the  repre- 
hension to  itself. 

It  is  observed,  by  lord  Minto,  and 
his  whole  argument  is  built  on  that 
supposed  fact,  **  that  colonel  Munro 
had  exhausted  all  the  means  he  had, 
of  obtaining  relief  from  the  com- 
mander-in-chief himself:  this  it  was 
his  duty  to  do  in  the  first  instance ; 
but  that,  when  justice  was  denied 
in  that  quaner,  &c.  &c.  be  bad  a 
right  to  claim  the  protection  of  the 
supreme    military    authorit/j    whick 
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18  vested  by  the  law,  in  the  govcrnbr 
10  council/' 

Now,  if  it  b«  mhde  apparent  that 
colonel  Manro,  instead  of  having 
exhaasted  all  the  immediate  means 
of  redress,  had  nished,  at  once,  and 
in  the  lint  instance,  into  the  arnri^  of 
the  power,  which  he  knew  to  be  dis- 
posed to  prprect  him»  despising  and 
tramplingOQ  the  military  power  immedi- 
ately «et  over  him,  hb  will  be  guilty 
of  the  contempt  for  which  he  is  re- 
primanded, and  in  which  the  govern- 
roeot  cannot  possibly  be  understood 
to  have  any  share,  without  wilfully 
countenancing  him,  in  what  the  high- 
est authority  in  India  admits  to  be  a 
palpable  breach  of  duty.  That  this 
was  literally  the  fact,  may  be  seen 
by  the  letter  of  colonel  Munro,  to 
the  secretary  of  the  government,  of 
the  22d  of  January,  in  which  he 
forwards  his  complaint,  in  the 
first  instance  5  assignipg  the  near  dis- 
patch of  the  ships  as  the  reason  of 
the  irregularity  j  observing,  also,  that 
he  had,  on  the  same  day,  forwarded 
a  like  letter,  *'  through  the  channel 
of  bis  excellency  the  commander-in- 
chief/'  the  answer  to  which  he  had 
not  thought  it  expedient,  it  n^iay  be 
supposed,  to  await  ^  though  it  follow- 
ed on  the  succeeding  day. 

This  explanation  will  save  the  me- 
mory of  lieut.-general  M'Dowall  from 
a  part  of  the  bitter  reproach  cast  upon 
it  in  this  correspondence, and  the  orders 
and  writings  of  the  Madras  govern- 
ment. To  that  end  some  expl. nation 
seemed  necessary  j  but  not  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  act  of  the  staff  officers,  who 
published  the  general's  orders.  It  would 
be  sufficient  for  their  defence  to  say, 
that  the  breach  of  duty,  for  which 
general  M*  Do  wall  reprimands  the 
^uarter-master-general,  is  distinctly 
marked  out  on  the  surface  of  the  order, 
where  it  is  stated  to  be  *'  for  appealing 
direct  to  the  civil  government,  in  con- 
tempt of  military  authority,  and  de- 
fiance of  the  commander-in-chief."  In 
reprimanding  a  staff  officer  for  this  very 
dear  ofiTence,  solely  bis  own,  and  on 
which  no  military  mind  could  own 
a  doubt,  the  adjutant  and  deputy-adju- 
taot-Renefal  were  t)ound  to  acknow* 


ledge,  and  give  efiTect  to  the  authority 
of  the  general,  by  the  publication 
of  his  orders.  It  is  not  alleged,  even 
by  lord  Minto,  that  these  staff  officers 
were  at  liberty  to  discredit  the  aver- 
ments of  their  commander-in-chief  j 
nor  does  his  lordship  question  the  facts, 
or  the  manner  in  which  they  are  de- 
scribed. All  that  is  attempted,  is  to 
give  a  colouring  to  the  reprin^tnd, 
which  it  will  not  bear;  not  even  on 
a  forced  and  violent  contruction,  with- 
out relation  to  other  circumstances, 
not  mentioned  or  alluded  to  in  the 
order.  All  these  collateral  circum- 
stances are  presumed,  on  nameless 
authority,  to  have  been  known  to  the 
staff  officers.  Without  sudi  presump- 
tion, his  lordship's  doctrine  is  worse 
than  nothing. 

It  is  not  directly  relevant  to  the  pre- 
sent purpose,  to  consider  the  applica- 
tion or  modification  of  the  military 
principles,  laid  down  in  the  letter  of 
lord  Minto  to  the  cases  of  the  stafif 
officers  \  since  it  has  been  shewn,  that 
these  were  wholly  different,  from  what 
they  were  conceived  by  his  lordship, 
and  that  as  his  premises  are  without 
foun<)ation,  his  superstructure  must 
fall  to  the  ground.  But  it  is  not  be- 
yond the  design  6f  the  history  of  these 
transactions  to  correct  some  notions 
on  the  principal  actors  in  them,  that 
appear  erroneous,  and  calculated  to 
create,  if  not  questioned  and  refuted, 
some  future  mischief. 

In  considering  the  suspension  of 
colonel  Capper  and  Major  Boles,  lord 
Minto  acknowledges  the  principle,  that 
all  officers,  and  more  especially  the 
adjutant  and  deputy-adjutant-generul, 
are  bound  to  obey  the  orders  of  their 
superiors,  without  regard  to  the  (fua^ 
lity  of  the  order ;  that  it  would  be 
a  breach  of  military  duty  to  deliberate 
about>  obedience,  being  merely  minis- 
terial in  their  functions,  as  the  organs 
of  communication  of  the  commander- 
in-chiefs  will.  The  only  exception, 
as  defined  by  his  lordship,  and  dictated 
by  common  sense,  is,  that  they  are 
responsible  for  the  publication  of  cri- 
minal orders,  understood  to  be  so  at 
the  time  of  issuing  them.  To  these 
plain  propositions,    it  would  be  dif- 
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fie  lit  to  frame  a  dissent.  But  what 
bus  ihn  to  do  with  the  cases  of  colonel 
Capper  and  noajur  Boies  ?  They  are 
supnosfd,  by  his  lordship,  to  apply, 
by  the  following  lot^ical  course  : — 
•  **  Before  this  or^ier  was  prepared, 
'*  it  was  not  only  knov^n  to  those 
**  confident!  il  staff  orficers  of  the 
^'  conimander-in-cbic'f,  but .  it  was 
"  notoii  us  to  the  '  h(»le  army  and 
'*  set«iet>u'iii,  that  there  was  a  warm 
*'  and  velv^ment  dissension  between 
*'  the  comniander-in-chitt  and  the 
"  goverunieijt  Hie^eioffiri^i^  uiue 
*'  arqiiainied  with  the  prostvution  of 
"  lient  -colonel  M'.nro,  und  ihe  part 
"  which  lieut. ;gsnerai  M*Dowall  had 
*'  taken  in  that  pre*- e':ui;nr ;  tht-y 
"  knew  that  every  step  in  th.u  exlra- 
*'  ordinary  transaction  was  a  studied 
"  insult  to  the  gA,;ernment  ;  th<:;\ 
"  knew  that  lieut.-g^-t»erai  M  Dowall 
**  had  booome  the  patron  and  cl)anf^fl 
**  ot  a  mtiuorial  to  the  court  of  di- 
*'  rectors,  highly  disapproved  by  the 
**  president  in  council  of  Fort  St. 
*'  George,  which  he  had  himself,  at 
^'  the  insicnce  of  that  government,  and 
*'  at  no  distant  period,  written  circu- 
*'  lar  letters  to  discourage  and  sup- 
"  press  ;  but  which,  in  a  riper  stage 
'*  of  hostility  towards  the  person  and 
**  authority  of  the  governor,  hi-  had 
"  countenanced  and  promoted.  It  is, 
"  in  fine,  superfluous  to  prove,  what 
♦'  is  beyond  doubt,  and  is -not  deni^, 
"  that  a  wann  passionate  rupture  had 
*'  broken  out  between  these  two  high 
'  *'  a'Uhorilies.*' 

What  proof  is  there  that  any  of 
these  many  and  various  facts  were 
known  to  the  adjutant  and  deputy-ad- 
julant-general ;  or  th.it  they  had  form- 
ed the  same  opinion  of  them,  as  lord 
Minto  had  himself  drawn  ?  What- 
ever might  have  been  the  bad  hrjuour, 
subsisting  between  the  two  coniendiiig 
authorities,  it  does  not  appear,  trom 
any  public  paper,  that  they  had  ever 
made  an  unseeavly  disciosuie  of  their 
diti'erences  to  the  world  ;  but  that  they 
liad  more  wisely  kept  them  to  them- 
felve?.  These  otficers  could  not  be 
understood  to  know  all  that  bis  lord- 
'     ship  states^  all  that  he  argues,  intuitive- 
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the  inference  ?  Because  these  two 
powers  are  at  variance,  they  are,  ac- 
cording to  hi*  lordship,  to  deliberate ; 
they  are  to  commit  a  positive  breach 
6f  duty,  in  the  act  of  hesitating  to 
obey  a  superior,  tor  the  purpose  of 
coiisiiiering  all  the  circumstances,  that 
ma\ ,  by  an)  possibility,  connect  them- 
selves with  I  he  orders  received  j  when, 
after  all,  they  may  think  it  expedient 
to  obey.  They  are  encouraged  to  de- 
cide against  tnt-ir  ordinary  head,  pre- 
suming tirat,  in  every  fjrncied  quarrel, 
which  he  n»  \y  be  conjectured  to  have 
with  the  gov  rnmeni,  he  roust,  of 
necessity,  be  in  fault  ;  and  that  they 
must  not  sutfer  hira  even  to  issuea  sim* 
pie  re{)rima[1d,  in  one  of  the  clearest  in- 
stanc«.s  of  military  crime,  lest  an  an- 
gry government  may  chance  to  be 
ofllniled.  If  his  lordship  could  seri- 
ously intena  to  render  ministerial  of- 
fictrs  responsible,  under  these  unheard 
of  ciicutiisianccs,  lie  should,  in  com- 
mon justicv',  have  laid  down  another 
previous  principle,  that  the  govern- 
ment and  coa)niander-in-chicf  should 
duly  advertise  such  officers  of  the 
commencement  and  termination  of 
their  bickerings ;  when  it  may  be 
known  when  this  extraordinary  re^ 
sponsibiliiy  commences  and  ends.  To 
what  does  all  this  tend  ?  but  to  shew 
that  the  obedience  of  suborJinaie  of- 
ficers may  be  dispensed  with,  not  so, 
much  on  account  of  the  quality  of  the 
order,  which  is  certain,  a^  the  state 
of  external,  things,  about  which  all 
men  may  differ.  What  becomes  of 
the  sirii^le  exception  of  lord  Minto? 
it  is  confounded  in  a  hundred  general 
considerations. 

A  fanciful  doctrine,  that  men's  du- 
ties are  to  adapt  themselves  to  persons 
and  occasions,  whicji  are  ever  varying, 
instead  of  resting,  as  they  should,  on 
fixed  and  immutable  principles,  is 
most  of  all  unfitted  to  the  exigency  of 
military  concerns  ;  arid  nei'er  could 
have  been  inculcated  by  the  ruler  of 
an  empire,  at  the  time  when  he  is 
promuli:,ating,  as  he  prolesses,  prm- 
cipies  •*  that  are  to  check  the  progress 
of  error,"  unless  he  himself  partook 
of  the  reigning  infatuation  of  the 
il;iv.      Ar   21  ronlftr  moment,   he  ivould 
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have  abided  by  bis  fundamental  posi- 
tion, without  attempting  to  fritter 
it  away,  by  modifications  of  whicii 
it  is  not  susceptible,  or  by  extensions, 
Urbicb  it  will  not  admit.  He  would 
haye  told,  the  subordinate  ranks  of 
the  army,  that  their  superior's  orders 
are  imperative  in  all  cases,  except 
where  they  enjoin  a  positive  and  known 
crime,  so  plain,  so  manifest,  so  gla- 
ring, as  to  exclude  the  necessity,  or 
possibility  of  reflection,  or  delibera- 
tioD,  and  that  in  all  else,  to  doubt  is 
to  disobey.  If  one  season  could  be 
more  unsuitable  than  another,  'for 
the  declaration  of  wild  and  Specu- 
lative doctrines,  it  would  seem  that 
▼ery  season,  when  the  conflicting 
passions  of  superiors  miglit  be  expect- 
ed to  communicate  them<ielves  to  the 
body,  whose  first  and  whose  only  bu- 
siness it  is  to  obey. 

If  it  shall  appear,  from  what  has 
been  said,  that  the  release  of  the  quarter- 
ma8ter-general,by  the  civil  government, 
was  an  enfringement  on  the  rights  of 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  an  inter- 
raption  of  the  course  of  the  administra- 
tion of  military  just  ice;  it  will  follow, that 
it  was  a  direct  oppression  to  the  indi- 
viduals wjio  signed  the  charges  against 
that  officer ,and  an  indirect  attack  on  the 
general  rights  of  the  army.  If,  too,  it 
has  been  shewn,  that  the  order  of  repri- 
mand was  a  lawful  order,  in  an  ordi- 
nary case — it  succeeds  as  a  consequence, 
tfaaf  the  suspension  of  the  commander- 
in-chief  and  the  adjutant  and  deputy 
adjutant  general  of  the  army,  is  not  to 
be  justified.  It  would  be  superflous 
to  ask,  whether  the  deprivation  of  a 
large  body  of  men  of  their  common 
rights,  arising  out  of  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  applicable  to  their  condition  ; 
and  next,  whethtr  the  stripping  them 
of  the  means  of  their  subsistence,  with- 
out the  form  of  a  trial,  or  a  bearing,  are 
or  are  not  circum^^iances  of  just  com- 
plaint, in  themselves,  or  whether  the^ 
afford  not  a  reat^on  of  apprehension,  for 
the  safety  of  the  few  rights  of  the  army, 
which  lie  beyond  the  circle  of  those 
already  invaded  }  If  these  should  be 
considered  as  grievances,  or  fit  objects 
of  representation,  there  was  at  least  a 
groond  for  the  memorial,  which  Lord 


Minto  has  denied,  and  which  it  is  the 
main  object  of  his  letter  to  elucidate  : 
the  character  of  that  paper  will  not 
be,  as  it  is  termed,  seditious  ; — setting 
up  extravagant  cbiims  in  ideal  and  fan- 
ciful cases,  but  a  bon&  fide  representa- 
tion of  evils  to  the  only  authority  in 
India,  appointed  to  redress  them,  and 
to  prevent  future  abuse  in  the  inferior 
government. 

There  is  still  another  objection  to 
the  paper,  which  may  admit,  perhaps, 
of  a  brief  answer,  and  which  arises  out 
of  the  manner,  more  than  the  matter, 
of  the  representation ;  the  language, 
and  the  supposed  temper  discoverable 
in  it.  His  lor<lship  allows  that  the 
most  questionable  passages  in  it  will 
admit  of  two  constructions — and  the 
memorialists  may  certainly  lay  claim  to 
the  less  oflensive  one,  the  paper  having 
been  abandoned  in  the  shape  in  which 
it  stood,  and  having  passed  to  his 
lordship's  hands  in  an  incomplete  form, 
asd  by  a  more  quick  way,  than  it  could 
have  been  lawfully  forwarded  to  them. 
It  could  not  have  been  transmitted  re- 
gularly to  Lord  Minto  but  through  the 
medium  of  Sir  G.  Barlow,  and  it  may 
be  fair  to  conclude,  that  it  would  have 
been  so  shaped  in  the  intermediate  pas- 
sage, as  to  have  lost  its  principal  ob- 
noxious features  :  but  which  are  not 
in  any  view  so  striking  as  his  lordship 
has  fancied  and  represented  them.  If 
the  grievances  are  stated  in  glowing 
colours,  some  allowance  should  have 
been  made  for  aggravated  feelings,  and 
the  language  which  they  prompt,  espe* 
cially  as  there  is  no  fixed  rule,  no  scale, 
no  boundary  for  a  complaint.  If  the 
redress  expected,  like  the  complaint 
itself,  should  appear  to  be  somewhat 
exaggerated,  it  is  a  redress,  however, 
not  self-sought  by  the  army,  but  solicit- 
ed at  the  hands  of  the  governor-general, 
in  rough,  perhaps,  but  in  boldest  terms. 

if,  as  Lord  Minto  aigues,  thb  me- 
morial can  be  understood  to  aim 
at  the  removal  of  Sir  G.  Barlow 
from  his  government,  for  the  causes 
assigned,  and  for  the  dangers  appre- 
hended by  the  army,  it  may  be  regarded 
as  an  unreasonable  object,  but  not  as  a 
groundless  or  an  unlawful  one  ;  consi-  j 
dering  the  powtr  to  whom  it  is  ad-     d 
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dressed.  The  implied  ihrear.  in  the 
concluJing  paragripL  of  the  memorial, 
the  governor  general  has  himself  ex- 
cused, in  paying  rhat  it  ia  capable  of  a 
harmles«i  interpreiafmn. 

One  ot  the  addresses  to  Major  Boles 
has  some  censurable  parts,  but  it  is  to 
be  remaiked  that  there  was  more  th.in 
one  address  to  ti)at  officer  in  circnla- 
tiofi  ;  and  so'ue  of  them  are  wholly 
exempt  from  'he  grand  c'xcopiion  taken 
by  Lcjrd  Minto  and  the  govenior  of 
Fort  St.  George ;  and  not  one  of 
tht^m  thar  will  not  allow  a  much  more 
innocent  construction,  than  has  been 
put  on  it  bv  the  governor-general. 

But  if  the  statements  in  »hese  papers 
were  ever  mi  unfounded  and  erroneous, 
or  more  objectionable  than  they  are 
taken  to  be  by  Ix)rd  Minto,  they 
will  not  justify,  it  is  conceived.  Sir  G. 
B-irlow's  punishing  the  whole  army,  or 
such  portion  of  it  as  he  shall  select, 
without  legal  evulence  of  their  having 
subscribed  to,  or  participated  in  the 
frammg  and  circulating  of  the  suppo:>ed 
•  criminal  paper^j.  The  heinousness  of 
any  crime  will  not  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  proof,  nor  the  forms  of 
investigation  :  and  though  the  latter 
luay  be  siDiplified  in  time  of  dai>ger,  it 
has  never  been  contended  till  now,  that, 
in  any  times,  they  may  be  altogether 
disregarded.  But  the  goveruor-gene- 
ral)  at  the  instant  in  which  he  is  ap- 
pealed to,  in  most  earnest  supplicaiiou, 
9s  the'medi  «m  of  intercession  in  a  case 
of  great  and  alarmmg  sujFering,  ;ind 
which  is  stated  to  be  so  severe,  as  to  be 
tbefl  almost  unbearable,  and  if  increas- 
ed H)  it^  degree,  is  likely  to  exceed  the 
measure  of  forbearance,denies  the  very 
existence  of  the  wrongs  of  the  army, 
and  gives  a  sanction  to  the  extension  and 
repetition  of  the  evils  complained  of, 
a$rms  and  approves  the  practice,  and 
promises  the  utmost  of  his  countenance 
jpf  arbitrary  and  summary  suspension. 

Tb^  letter  of  Lord  Minto  has  been 
eiamined  tpore  particularly  than  was 
at  first  inteode^d^  for  the  purpose  of 
answering  some  positions,  on  which 
both  the  governor-geu^r^)  and  the  su- 
|>ordinate  government,  and  .their  respec^* 
live  advocates,  have  thought  proper 
tQra»t^hejr  die^c^    Sir  p.  U^if)}^ 


prtftended  to  attach  to  much  conse- 
queuce  to  this  wriiing,  that  he  ordered 
it  to  be  printed  and  ciiculated  in  every 
corps  throughout  the  army.  Such  an 
apparet)t  ilelerence  was  at  least  due  to 
li»etary  labours,  compl:tisantly  under- 
taken at  his  call. 

The  whole  tenour  of  Lord  Minto'i 
letier  is  confonnable  to  the  policy 
of  Sir  G.  Bailow,  since  i'  tends  to  cm 
off  ail  hopt»  of  the  intervention  of  the 
controuling  power.  Sir  G.  Barlow 
aflftcts  a  surprise,  that  the  harangue 
of  his  lordship,  so  flattering  to  hiin^lf, 
sho 'Id  not  produce  a  corresjM>udent 
seuhment  in  those  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dressed The  obstinacy  of  the  army, 
in  not  acknowledfijing  an  authority  so 
fortified,  seems  to  have  called  forth  the 
further  energies  of  the  governor  to  the 
maintenance  of  his  first  and  darling 
project. 

The  honourable  Colonel  Sentleger, 
who  was  now  at  the  presidency,  and 
had  begged  in  vain  for  a  court  martial, 
and  who  had  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
civil  suit  against  Sir  G.  Barlow  in  the 
supreme  court,  is  ordered,  on  the 
shortest  notice^to  embark  for  Calcutta  ; 
in  despite  of  his  protest  against  the  act, 
depriving  him,  as  he  suggests,  formally, 
of  the  means  of  pursuing  the  lawful 
redress  of  his  injuries.  He  is  hurried 
awav,  without  being  permitted  to  visit 
his  late  residence  at  Trichinopoly, 
whence  he  was  ordered  to  fight  the 
battles  of  the  company.  His  local  pro- 
perty, his  public  and  his  private  papers, 
are  of  consequence  left  at  the  mercy  of 
the  government  attd  strangers. 

Major  Boles,  too,  leading  a  retired 
and  inoffensive  life,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Madras,  detained  in  India  against  his 
will,  having  been  twice  refused  permis- 
sion to  procjged  to  Europe  for  the  pur- 
pase  of  appealing  to  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, is  at  the  same /time  ordered,  also 
against  his  will,  to  proceed  without 
delay  to  Bengal.  Both  of  these  officers 
are  subiecied,  with  the  aggravated  cir? 
cumstances  noted,  to  a  double  voyage, 
and  double  expense^ 

Much  about  the  same  time,  Capt. 
Marshall  is  sent  io  the  same  direction 
from  Vizagapataro,  with  almost  every 
m»rk  of  igaominy  att^dapt  qo  tba 
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renrnval  of  a  state  prisoner.  Circum- 
stances like  these,  were  not  wanting 
to  inflame  the  military  body  from 
passive  resistance  to  active  aggression. 

The  army  had  further  to  notice  the 
removal  of  a  staff  officer  from  the 
European  regiment  at  Masulipaiara, 
and  another  of  the  same  corps  to  the 
conimand  of  a  solitary  and  unhealthy 
garrison,  at  which  no  part  of  his  regi- 
ment is  quartered,  for  an  alleged  offence, 
utterly  denied,  and  wholly  uninves- 
tigated. At  the  same  instant,  two  large 
detachments  from  the  same  corps  were 
ordered,  under  appearances  the  most 
equivocal,  to  act  as  mfirines  on  board 
bis  majesty's  ships,  a  service  from 
which  the  king*s  troops  had  been  re- 
cently exempted,  by  the  especial  orders 
of  his  royal  fiighness  the  Duke  of 
York.  These  injudicious  acts  increase 
the  general  irritation,  and  induce  the 
distinct  bodie*  of  the  army  lo  league 
together,  without  any  concealment  of 
their  design,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  is 
declared,  of  resisting  a  further  infringe- 
ment of  their  rigiits.  A  correspon- 
dence is  established  between  the  tliffe- 
rem  military  stations,  and  committees 
are  appointed  to  conduct  it,  as  well  as 
to  arrange  the  general  plan  of  ope- 
rations. These,  at  first  indefinite, 
assume  in  a  short  time  the  more  deter- 
minate shape  of  organised  resistance  j 
but,  beyond  this,  the  spirit  of  combi- 
nation does  not  extend  itself.  In  such 
confederacies,  the  step  from  passive 
measures  to  acts  of  a  contrary  descrip- 
tion, is  easily  and  almost  imperceptibly 
made.  The  danger  consists  in  moving 
or  giving  way  to  feelings,  which,  when 
once  excited  or  indulged,  hurry  men 
through  all  the  gradations  of  passion, 
from  negative  lo  positive  crirrkes.  In 
such  a  moment  when  authority  is  weak, 
it  is  in  vain  to  imagine  that  morality 
shall  supply  its  defect. 

They  who  hay  that  a  soldier,  under 
all  contingencies,  should  command  his 
passions,  forget  the  frail  nature  of 
which  he  partakes,  forget,  also,  the 
opposite  sensibilities  towhich  he  is  sub- 
jected, balanced  in  his,  and  every  other 
heart,  so  nicely,  and  with  so  wise  a 
care,  that  if  one  shall  be  subdued  or 
agitatied  too  mucb^  thewbole  orgaa 


becomes  diseased,  aod  ceases  to  ful- 
fil the  great  design  of  providence,  with 
the  more  narrow  ends  of  political  insti- 
tutions. A  soldier,  without  the  same 
feelings  that  distinguish  his  fellow  man, 
would  appear  lo  be  not  less  unfitted  to 
perform  the  iunctions  of  his  calling, 
than  the  ordinary  offices  of  humanity. 
But  this  is  not  a  place  for  enquiry  into 
the  communion  or  dependence  of  one 
passion  or  another,  or  of  weighing, 
very  scrupulously,  the  amount  of  error, 
from  the  consequences  attending  it, 
or  the  accidental  condition  of  the 
ageni. 

The  most  strict  and  zealous  defender 
of  military  subordination,  must  admit, 
that  the  soldier's,  like  the  obligations 
of  others,  has  its  prescribed  boundary. 
The  governraent«»  of  India,  and  they 
seem  to  have  carried  their  ideas  of  prero- 
gative far  enough,  do  not  contend  that 
military  duty  is  without  its  limits ;  but, 
they  would  seem  lo  have  formed  some 
extravagant  opinions  of  it  extent ; 
their  doctrine  is  in  general  correct,  but 
the  application,  for  the  most  part,  erro- 
neous. 

In  Sir  G.  Barlow's  eyes,  all  his  acts 
wear  the  air  of  lawful  authority,  and 
those  of  the  military  body,  of  illegal 
opposition.  TI.e  army,  in  his,  and  lord 
Minto's  contemplation,  have  no  griev- 
ances whatever,  and  having  none, 
their  representations  and  remonstrances 
are  esteemed  as  so  m^ny  captious  and 
seditious  proceedings,  to  which  it 
would  be  weak  and  impolitic  to  yield. 

The  army,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
ceive themselves  injured  and  oppressed, 
in  the  particulars  before  enumerated 
as  the  burthen  of  their  complaints. 
If  no  alteration  be  worked  in  the  senti- 
ments of  otie  of  the  parties,  it  is  not 
to  be  hoped  that  any  movement  will 
be  made  towards  the  conciliation  of 
differences,  but  that  matters  will  be 
driven  to  extremities.  Events,  indeed^ 
are  hurrying  on,  one  after  another  iu 
quick  succession,  that  would  appear  to 
exclude  the  idea  of  any  other  than  the 
most  melancholy  conclukion  to  the 
subsisting  misunderstanding. 

Towards  the  end  of  ihe  month  of 


June^  there  cao  be  oo  ]pn, 
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of  the  tendency  of  the  measures  of 
government,  or  of  their  effects.  The 
most  unquestionahle  acts  of  insubordi- 
nation occur,  at  one  moment,  at  Hydra- 
bad,*  Mjsulipatam,t  Ser!ngapatam,J 
and  other  principal  stations  of  the  army. 
It  is  not  neces  ary  to  take  a  particular 
view  of  the  disorderly  transactions'that 
ensue,  or  of  the  persons  implicated  in 
Ibem  ;  these  are  set  forth,  at  length, 
ID  the  correspondence  of  the  agents  of 
government,  and  of  the  government 
itseif,  in  a  series  of  letters,  under 
the  title  of  State  Papers.  These 
ono8t  Clearly  shew  the  general  defection 
of  the  Ci>mpany*8  officers,  the  loss  of 
the  controul  of  the  government,  and  of 
its  deputed  authority,  at  every  one  of 
the  places  named.  The  orders  of  go- 
vernment, directing  the  detachment 
of  troops,  are  openly  disobeyed  ;  and 
the  authority  of  the  officers,  in  local 
command,  superseded  .>y  the  assmned 
power  of  committees,  appointed  by  the 
majority  of  orficers,  disaffected  to  the 
government.  It  does  not,'  however, 
appear,  at  the  time  mentioned,  that 
the  Native  soldiery  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  cause,  or  the  existence  even  of 
the  misunderstanding  between  the  go- 
fernmeni  and  its  military  servants. 

Colonel  Moniresor  and  captain  Sy- 
denham, the  resident  at  Hydrabad, 
express  themselves  decisively  to  this 
effect,  at  the  end  of  the  month  ot  July. 
The  greatest  evil  that  could  arise  out 
of  the  revolt,  might,  therefore,  be  pre- 
vented, even  now,  if  a  suitable  policy 
should  be  adopted.  But  all  that  the 
governmv.'nt  is  intent  upon,  first  and 
last,  is  the  reduction  of  the  offending 
members  of  the  army,  by  the  rod  of 
power. 

With  this  view,  colonel  Malcolm 
is  dispatched  to  Masulipatam,  a  fa- 
vorite alike  with  the  government' and 
the  army,  but  without  the  discretion 
of  using ,  his  influence  with  effect. 
His  mediation  Lh  employed  to  enforce 
the  submission  of  the  reTractory  offi- 
cers, without  the  relaxation  of  any 
military  principle  j  to  induce  their 
surrender,  to  demand  an  instant  and 
unqualified  resignation  to  the  extreme 
leverity  of  martial  hw,  which  would» 


in  the  worst  of  circumstances,  apply  to 
their  humbled  situation,  if  that  should 
be  effected.  This  experienced  officer 
soon  perceived  the  unfavourable  ap- 
pearance of  the  season,  and  the  temper 
of  the  garrison,  for  such  a  submission, 
and  the  inadequate  means  with  which 
he  was  armed  for  the  execution  of  the 
object  of  his  mission.  This  he  repre- 
sents in  the  most  urgent  manner  to  Sir 
G.  Barlow,  and  with  it  the  universal 
disaffection  of  the  army,  a  circum- 
stance of  which  be  supposes  the  go- 
vernor to  be  incorrectly  informed.  He 
most  earnestly  intreats  an  araplificatioo 
of  his  powers,  and  presses  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  austere  measures  of  the 
government,  venturing,  in  an  allowable 
confidelice,  to  suggest  the  manner 
of  it ;  but  offering  himself,  in  a  sol- 
dier-like devotion,  if  the  govemor 
should  not  approve  his  suggestion,  to 
carry  his  wiU,  at  any  peril,  into  execu- 
tion. 

Similar  counsel  is  offered  to  the  go- 
vernment by  colonel  Stuart,  in  Tra- 
vancore,  by  colonel  Macauley,  and 
more  especially  by  the  resident,  and 
commanding  officer  of  the  subsidiary 
force  at  Hydrabad  ;  urged  and  repeated 
with  a  warmth,  that  discovers  a  keen 
and  lively  interest  for  the  welfare  of 
the  state,  and  a  sincere  conviction  of 
the  dangers  impending  over  it.  AH 
the  ordinary  horrors  gf  civil  war  are 
depicted  in  appropriate  colouring,  with 
the  accumulate  evils  arising  out  of  local 
circumstances,  and  the  peculiar  consti- 
tution of  the  Indian  army. 

The  advice,  with  the  representations 
of  the  expected  evils  to  be  apprehended 
from  hostile  proceedings,  are  alike  neg- 
lected by  the  government,  and  ano- 
ther attempt  to  subdue  the  revolt,  by 
means  of  regular  authority,  is  made  by 
the  nomination  of  colonel  Close  to  the 
comma  I  i  of  the  subsidiary  force  at 
Hydrabad. 

This  officer  is  sent  to  his  new  com- 
mand., like  colonel  Malcolm,  without 
any  powers  in  his  hands,  to  conciliate 
the  minds  of  those  over  whom  be  is 
set  J  and  work  obedience,  by  the  natu- 
ral weight  of  his  station,  and  the  in- 
fluence of^^,|^i|r^^character.      A 
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more  happy  choice  could  not  have 
been  made ;  but  this  was  rendered  un- 
availing, from  withholding  the  means 
by  which  alone  his  services  could  be 
made  effective.  The  measures  of  col. 
Close,  in  his  most  arduous  and  perilous 
situation,  appear  not  only  from  his  own 
corres|K)ndence,  but  the  reports  from 
every  other  quarter,  to  have  been  at 
once  bold  and  judicious ;  but,  as  it  had 
been  foreseen  and  foretold  by  himself, 
they  were  not  successful.  It  wanted, 
indeed,  little  sagacity  to  discover,  what 
colonel  Close  publicly  observes,  "  that 
when  the  voice  of  the  superior  is  dis- 
regarded, xhe  inferior  can  have  little 
hope  of  being  heard.** 

In  his  letter  of  the  24th  July,  when 
he  is  meditating  on  his  mission,  this 
officer  explains  to  the  government  his 
own  views  of  the  measures,  and  of  the 
inadequacy  of  them  to  the  state  of 
things,  and  represents  the  experiment, 
through  his  agency,  not  only  as  unpro- 
mising of  sacceis,  but  unseasonable  as 
to  the  moment  at  which  it  is  to  be 
made.  He  considers,  most  justly  and 
prudently  considers,  that  such  an  ex- 
pedient is  only  fitted  to  an  extreme 
struggle,  an  \  should  not  be  hazarded 
at  an  earlier  stage.  He  could  not  but 
observe  the  danger  of  discovering  to 
the  Native  troops,  what  had  hitherto 
been  concealed,  the  existing  quarrels 
between  their  officers  and  the  govern- 
ment, by  which  disclosure  alone  could 
his  purpose  be  executed. 

A  less  considerate  mind  than  colonel 
CW»,  might  well  have  pondered  on 
the  effect  of  such  a  disclosure.  He 
was  reluctantly  compelK^d  to  make  it ; 
and  the  event  accorded  with  his  anti- 
cipation. It  was  not,  however,  wholly 
wiriioul  its  ose,  from  the  dignified  ex- 
ample it  held  out,  in  the  display  of  the 
most  cxaled  military  virtues,  render*  d 
more  couspi^  lums  and  rooie  striking, 
by  position  aiul  lontrast.  The  narra- 
tive of  col  C  cse,  g'ving  a  detailed, 
btit  Hiodest  accoijiit  ot  Li>  proceedings 
at  Hydrabad,  cannot  be  rend,  and  n  is 
recommended  to  be  read,  without  a 
Strong  interest,  and  lively  admiration.* 


On  the  lOth  of  July,  lord  Minto 
first  heard  of  the  revolt  of  the  garrison 
of  Masulipatam,  and  seemed  then  to 
think  it  necessary  to  make  the  requi- 
site arrangements  for  his  departure  to 
Madras.  These  were  not  completed, 
a  long  interval  in  so  imperious  a  case, 
until  the  5th  of  August,  when  his 
lordship  actually  sailed  from  Calcutta ; 
having  previously  published  his  inten- 
tion and  objects  to  the  Bengal  army,  in 
an  address,  under  date  the  20th  of 
July.  In  this  paper  the  governor- 
general  would  appear  to  inculcate  a 
belief  in  the  persons  to  whom  he  refers 
himself,  that  bis  presence  was  about  to 
be  interposed  with  a  view  to  the  media* 
tion  of  the  differences  that  had  unhap- 
pily arisen  between  the  Madras  army 
and  the  government.  In  this  view, 
the  orders  of  his  lordsnip,  whi<  h  found 
their  way  to  the  coast,  were  uiidoubt- 
edly  seen,  and  were  hailed  by  the  com- 
pany's army,  as  a  propitious  opening 
to  conciliation.  I'he  opetafion  of  this 
official  document  was  uinform  through- 
out the  army  j  producing  every  where 
a  temper  correspondent  with  the  blush 
of  the  order;  and  a  desire  to  avoid 
extremities  that  might  countervail,  or 
raise  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
apparent  intention  of  the  governor- 
general. 

Though  the  government  of  Fort 
St.  George  was  sensible  of  this  dispo- 
sition in  I  he  army,  it  could  not  pru- 
dently neglect  the  means  of  defence 
or  of  annoyaiu-e. 

Its  civil  measures  were  fe\t,  its 
views,  as  explained,  being  prim  ipally 
military.  l'he«;e  ci»n>iisted  chiefly  of 
endeavours  to  procure  solii  it^d  ad- 
dresses, thit  were,  after  a' I,  very  scan- 
tily prel*' rrcd,  of  appi(>':)<uiop  -^iM  loy- 
alty towaids  rhr  ^'(jvernaienr.  Que 
m' I'-'ure,  indeed,  was  devised,  novel  in 
it."  nature,  aii'l  bold  in  it?>  design,  which 
destTVtis  a  njoie  peculiar  ir.ention  :  this 
was  no  other  than  a  cU*mand  of  a  test 
of  all  the  coijii^.iny's  offuers,  of  their 
attachment  to  the  government  which 
they  served.  By  this  expedient,  it 
was  conceived,  that  the  loyal  and  the 


♦  Thit  report  will  bt  foond  amongit  the  State  Paper*  at  pagt  S50  et  infrig^^ 
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disaffected  would  be  marked  and  sepa- 
rated from  each  otber^  and  that 
the  government  might  thereby 
ascertain  the  number  of  its  steady 
adherents ;  bdt  this  couid  not  be  done 
witboQt  shewing  also,  a  dangerous  dis- 
covery, the  strength  of  the  discon- 
tented. 

This  test  was  to  be  proposed,  with- 
out distinction,  to  every  officer  in  the 
•ef-vice,  and  in  the  event  of  the  refusal 
ci  bis  subscription  to  it,  he  was  to  be 
removed  from  command,  with  the 
retentu>n,  however,  of  the  pay  of  his 
rank. 

A  measure  of  thi^  sort,  arising  out 
of  a  general  jealousy  of  the  service,  and 
inferring  an  indefinite  suspicion,  na- 
turally detached  many  from  the  assist- 
ance of  the  government,  who  might 
otherwise  have  atforded  their  services. 
It  gave  others,  who  might  not  have 
been  prepared  to  place  themselves  un- 
der any  circumstances,  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  government,  an  opportu- 
nity of  embracing  a  middle  and  safe 
course,  by  temporary  retirement  from 
office. 

This  measure  was  subject  to  these 
difficulties  on  the  face  of  it;  but  there 
were  other  evil  consequences  to  be  ap- 
prehended, >yhicb,  though  not  present, 
were  not  so  remote,  as  to  escape  ob- 
servation. It  was  impossible  to  carry 
it  into  execution,  without  informing 
the  Native  troops,  a  secret  carefully 
concealed  by  their  commanders,  of  the 
particulars  of  the  misunderstanding 
between  the  <  government  and  their 
officers,*  and  in  the  event  of  the  refu- 
sal of  the  test,  a  circumstance  that 
must  have  been  anticipated,  of  sever- 
ing the  officers  from  the  men,  and  thus 
breaking  the  intermediate  link  of  con- 
nection of  the  latter  with  the  govern- 
ment itself.  These  certain  ills  mtist 
lesidt  from  the  experiment ;  while  the 
good  could  at  best  be  doubtful,  and 
might  have  been  defeated  by  a  strata 


gem,  too  obvious  almost  to  be  noticed  j 
and  on  which  we  may  hereafter  remark. 
The  effect  of  this  was  to  convince  the 
government,  (how  satisfactory  the  as- 
surance) that  it  had  so  conducted  itself, 
as  to  have  estranged  the  hearts  of  four- 
fifths  of  its  military  servants. 

Another  pitiful  resource,  for  jt  can- 
not be  dignified  with  the  character  (A 
an  avowed  ilneasure  of  government, 
was  to  practice,  by  means  of  emissa- 
ries, on  the  fidelity  of  the  sepoys,  by 
the  misrepresentation  of  the  views  of 
their  officers,  and  by  the  promise  of 
rewards  and  honors,  never  perhaps  in- 
tended to  be  realised  j  corrupting  the 
very  source  whence  every  manly  senti- 
ment can  be  expected  to  issue. 

The  military  means  of  the  govern- 
ment, were  more  respectable  in  them- 
selves, and  more  efficient  in  their  pro- 
mise. These  had  an  immediate  view 
to  the  formation  of  a  force  of  1 2,000 
men  in  the  ceded  districts,  and  other 
considerable  detachments  in  the  south- 
ern division  of  the  army,  and  at  the 
presidency.  The  force  under  colonel 
Davis,  in  Mysore,  was  esteemed  suffi- 
cient for  keeping  the  garrison  of  Serin- 
gapatam  under  check.  These  military 
arrangements  are  detailed  in  the  mi- 
nutes of  council,  and  described  with 
some  minuteness  in  the  general  letter 
of  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George 
of  the  10th  of  Sept.*  but  as  there  was 
not,  happily,  any  occasion  for  putting 
them  in  action,  save  in  a  solitary  in- 
6tance,t  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  spe- 
cification of  them. 

It  would  be  needless  to  consider, 
from  the  event,  whether  these  n^ilitary 
arrangements,  certainly  not  very 
promptly  made,  were  sufficieiit  or  not 
to  meet  the  critical  state  of  affairs. 
There  was  happily,  nooccasidn  for  an 
experiment  of  their  efficiency  or  inade- 
quacy to  their  object.  Before  the 
military  force,  under  the  controul  of  the 
government  could  be  set  in  motion. 


*  Vide  State  Papers,  page  287  et  infri. 

f  The  instaace  referred  to  was  ilie  attempt  at  the  interception  of  the  Chittledroof 
battalions  on  their  march  to  Serin^patam;  inducing  the  only  sanguinary  tvent  that 
occtttrcd  during  the  revolt.  The  particulars  of  this  unhappy  affair  are  stated,  we  wish 
»ot  to  repeat,  or  dwell  upon  them,  at  p.  342 — 346;  and  at  p.  118—122. 
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ID  occarrence^  as  fortunate^  as  it  was 
Qoexpectedy  obviated  the  necessity  of 
ao  appeal  to  arms  in  a  contest  so  unna- 
tural. At  this  awful  moment,  the 
Hydrabad  subsidiary  force^  which  was 
the  fint  to  throw  aside  its  allegiance  to 
the  government,  discovered  the  earliest 
sentiment,as  it  often  happens,  of  return- 
ing duty.  It  had  been  expected  for 
Bome  time,  that  Lord  Minto  would 
proceed  to  Fort  St«  George  ;  but  though 
his  voyage  had  been  delayed,  it  was  well 
known  that  his  lordship  was  in  actual 
progress  thither,  and  would  ere  tl)is 
have  arrived  at  that  presidency,  if  un- 
toward circumstances  had  not  retarded 
bis  passage.  Under  an  impression  of 
bis  anticipated  J  if  not  actual  arrival,  the 
subsidiary  force  sent  a  tendei*  of  its  un- 
qualified submission  to  the  pleasure  of 
the  governor-general,  preferring  their  ir- 
revived  allegiance,  by  the  subscription  of 
the  test  of  obedience  to  the  local  govern- 
ment, and  by  a  recom>  nendatiun  of  their 
example  to  tlie  other  branches  of  the 
army. 

The  influence  of  the  conduct  of  this 
force  was  universaljy  felt,  and  at- 
tended by  the  consequence  expected. 
A  similar  submission  was  thereupon 
made  by  the  garrisons  of  Seringapatam 
and  Musulipatam,  and  lastly  the 
Jaulna  force. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  submission  of  the  garrison  of 
Masulipatam,  was  not  effected  from 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  irritation 
locally  prevailing,  without  the  promise 
of  an  amnesty  from  general  Pater, 
the  commanding  oHicer  uf  the  district. 
All  these  desirable  events  happened, 
in  the  interim  of  the  voyage  of  Lord 
Minto  from  Calcutta  to  Madras  ;  so 
that  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  feelings, 
from  the  inducement  and  tenour  of 
I  the  act  of  submission,  which  was  ad- 
;  dressed  to  the  governor-generah  perso- 
oally,  had  the  substantial  satisfaction, 
of  knowing,  that  the  revolt,  if  it  had 
been  raised  as  it  may  be  thought,  by 
its  weakness  or  passions,  had  been 
layed  by  its  own  energy  and  perseve- 
rance. 
When  Lord  Minto  arrived  at  Fort 


St.  George  on  tlie  1 1  th  of  September, 
he  found  nothing  remaining  for  hioi 
to  accomplish,  but  to  turn  the  events 
that  had  happened,  though  at  great 
and  alarming  cost,  to  the  future  safetf 
of  the  state. 

His  lordship  was  now  called  opon, 
a  most  important  office,  to  ieipress  his 
definitive  judgment  00  transactions^ 
which  had  shaken  the  interest  of  the 
East  India  company,  in  a  near  and 
sensible  part,  and  had  endangered  the 
general  stability  of  its  affairs*  The 
governor- general  seems  to  have  felt  all 
the  difficulty  and  nicety  of  his  situation ; 
but  without  any  fear,  which  migbt 
chance  to  present  itself  to  a  less  deter- 
mined mind,  of  his  entire  compet^cy 
t6  acquit  himself  as  he  should  of  the 
charge.  In  writing  to  the  court  of 
directors  on  this  delicate  point,  he 
thus  deliberately  expresses  himself: 

/' I  should  have  discharged  «mper« 
fectly  the  trust  for  which  the  extraor- 
dinary powers  I  was  then  about  to  exr 
ercise  had  been  vested  in  my  person  ;  I 
should  have  ill  appreciated  the  momea- 
tous  matter  I  had  before  me,  and  I 
should  have  lowered,  in  a  manner  pre- 
judicial to  the  permanent  efficiency  of 
your  Indian  Government,  the  high  and 
paramount  authority  of  my  office, 
which,  for  purposes  alike  of  remedj 
and  support,  in  their  several  cases,  it  it 
so  imponant  to  hold  high  in  the  esti- 
mation and  reverence  of  India,  if  I  had 
professed  only  a  blind  concurrence  ia 
councils,  in  which  I  was  come  to  pre- 
side ;  I  should  at  the  same, time  have 
brought  to  the  government  of  Fort  St. 
Greorge  a  very  feeble  accession  of 
strength,  if  my  support  had  consisted 
only  in  an  additional  signature  unsanc- 
tioned by  the  deliberation  and  decision^ 
of  a  separate  and  superintending  judg- 
ment. I  determined,  therefore,  to 
pursue  a  personal  investigation  of  the 
facts, folio  wed  by  a  mature  deliberatioa 
on  their  results,  before  I  should  adopt 
any  resolution,  or  even  commit  myself 
on  any  of  the  principal  points  depend- 
ing." 

The  sense  of  the  weight  and  digni^ 
of  his  lordship's  office  is  here  most  hap- 
pily described,as  are  aUo  theiramedi^ 
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doties  which  it  enjoined  ;  but  it  is  to 
be  feared,  that  his  lordship  had  not 
estimated^  at  this  moment,  very  accu- 
rately, the  powers  of  the  officer,  from 
the  natural  frailty  of  hrs  kind,  to 
execute,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
exigency,  al)  that  was  officially  requir- 
,ed  of  h  i  m .  1 1  hi  s  lordsh  i  p  bad  distrust- 
ed himself,  as  most  men  are  apt  to  dis- 
trust themseUes  when  their  interest  or 
their  characters  are  concerned  ^  he 
would  have  pe:ceived,  even  on  his  own 
mode  of  reasoning,  how  little  he  was 
fitted  for  the  seat  of  impartial  justice, 
which  he  fancied  himself  about  to  fill, 
and  to  which  he  still  n.ore  strangely 
boasts  he  was  about  to  carry  a  pure  and 
unoccupied  j  udgment .  If  he  had  look- 
ed as  fully  into  himself,  as  into  the 
nature  and  demands  of  his  office,  his 
lordship  would  have  trembled  while  he 
was  talking  of  his  case,  not  to  commit 
himself  on  any  principal  points  depend- 
ing; when  he  had  already  deli\ered 
himself  most  minutely,  not  only  in 
bis  letter  of  the  27ih  of  May,  but  in 
other  public  and  official  dispatches,  on 
almost  every  point  of  consequence  that 
could  come  even  incidentally  under  his 
deliberation.  This  observation  would 
not  have  been  offered,  if  his  lordship 
bad  discovered  a  magnanimity  in  the 
judgment,  afterwards  pronounced  by 
him,  which  had  rescued  his  decision 
firom  the  partiality  or  prejudice  that 
might  be  supposed,  on  general  princi- 
ples, to  attach  to  it. 

His  lord>hip  appears  to  have  been 
€x:cupied  from  the  12  h  to  the  25th  of 
September,an  interval  short  enongh  for 
such  a  purpose,  for  the  examination  of 
the  extremely  voluminous  documents 
of  the  government,  as  his  lordhliip 
describes  them,  and  the  memorials  and 
statements  of  individuals,  and  the  com- 
plicated interests  growing  out  of  these 
adverse  and  opposed  re  present  at  i(  ns.  On 
the  last-mentioned  day  the  governor  ge 
neraPs  interesting  determination  is  made 
known  in  general  orders  to  the  at  my. 

This  document,  like  other  papers 
issuing  ftom  the  same  pen,  is  long  and 
argumentative  5^  when  it  should  have 
been,  and  more  especially  here,  senten- 
tkxis  and  brief.     His  lord>hip  seems 


to  forget,  a  fatal  oversight,  thronghoot 
this  declaration,  that  he  is  wot  exercis- 
ing a  final  and  definitive  judgment,  but 
assigning  the  means  for  an  intermedi- 
ate selection  of  particular  persons  for 
future  trial  j  whose  cause  may  be  pre- 
judiced by  observations  from  so  high 
an  authority  before  it  shall  arrive  at 
the  court,  which  alone  can  take  cogni- 
zance of  it  ;  unless  they  shall  be  sub- 
mitted, which  cannot  be  discerned  in  the 
present  instance,  with  a  peculiar  and 
studied  pi^caution.  Most  of  the  topics 
introduced  in  this  paper,  have  an  un- 
fortunate tendency,  not  only  to  enhance 
the  late  offence  of  the  army,  but  to 
heighten  the  guih  of  the  supposed  offen- 
ders, by  stripping  it  of  every  palliative 
circumstance  ;  while  other  of  these  ob- 
servations are  obviously  of  a  nature  to  flir 
and  renew  passions,  not  in  the  minds  of 
the  parties  only,  but  of  the  persons  who 
are  to  become  subsequently  the  judges 
of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  their  fellow 
soldiers,  now  about  to  be  submitted  to 
their  verdict.  If  it  were  necessary  to 
pronounce  an  eulogium  on  the  govern- 
ment of  Sir  G.  Barlow,  it  might  have 
been  effected  by  other  more  seemly 
means,  than  by  the  disparagement  of 
individuals  in  the  sacred  circumstance 
and  act  of  being  delivered  over  to  tlie 
severity  of  the  law  ;  whose  spirit  it  ii 
never  to  condemn  before  a  legal  hear- 
ing and  conviction. 

There  are  also  certain  needless  re- 
marks in  this  order,  that  insinuate,  or 
perbaph  go  a  great  way  to  dictate  the 
extent  of  the  sentence,  which  would 
be  pleasing  or  expected  b)  the  govern- 
ment in  the  approaching  trial>  :  re- 
marks, viewing  the  a'lthurity  whence 
they  spiinj;,  and  I  he  body  to  wl'om 
they  are  a^il're-se<^^^  hi.  h  are  strangely 
out  of  se,)s(}i>.  15ui  these,  if  they  fail 
to  oj)«  rate  in  nne  pi. ice,  cannot  tall 
withour  s<  n'.e  vvcigh  ^  it  would  seem, 
on  an(>iher  ;  tn  convertirg  those,  to 
V  horn  an  *. prion  of  trial  (;r  diNniiwlt^n 
is  held  oni  by  the  order,  into  self  accu- 
sers^ in  actepiii  g  the  halter  alternative, 
rather  than  haznd  the  t\eri  ot  tbc 
decision  ot  a  court  manial,  dressed  out 
in  all  its  possible,  aiid  tf»rniidable  ter- 
rors, as  depicted  by  the  imposing  dxA 
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toaching  eloqaence  of  the  gpvemor^e« 
neral. 

If  there  be  one  thing  deserving  par- 
ticular notice,  it  is  the  motive  that  is 
declared^  and  stated  as  governing  the 
small  selection  9  as  termed  by  his  lord- 
ship, and  as  announced  by  him  in  this 
iostrament^  from  the  great  mass  of  de- 
linqaency.  Here,  and  it  is  feared  in 
other  places,  where  his  lordship  conde- 
scends and  undertakes  to  lay  down  a 
general  principle,  he  is  seen  unhappily 
wandering  the  very  first  moment  he 
is  called  upon  to  make  an  application 
of  it  to  a  definite  case.  His  lordship 
would  be  believed,  at  the  time  of  writ- 
ing this  order,  and  he  makes  no  slender 
parade  of  his  sentiment,  comparing  his 
own  notions  of  benevolence  to  the  en- 
larged and  enlightened  mercy  of  our 
cooinion  sovereign,  that  he  had  a  most 
anxious  wish,  '*  to  limit  the  number  of 
punishments,  since  impunity  could  not 
be  general,  and  to  mitigate  their  de- 
gree, to  the  utmost  extent  of  leniiy.'* 
lo  execution  of  this  principle,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  state,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
make  a  svudl  selection^  using  his  own 
expressions^  from  a  great  mass  of  delin- 
qaency. 

The  mind  is  naturally  prepared,  af- 
ter such  an  exordium,  to  expect  that  his 
lordship's  selection  will  be  confined  to  a 
narrow  number  of  principals.engaged  in 
the  recent  unhappy  occurrences;  when 
how  shocked  and  disappointed  is  it  to 
find,  that  no  less  than  twenty-one  of- 
^ers,  of  different  degrees  of  imagined 
guilt,  are  denounced  for  prosetuiion, 
or,  to  spare  the  time  of  the  court  and 
executioner,  for  quiet  dismissal  from 
tlie  service. 

Not  wishing  to  rest  on  some  of  the 
capricious  and  whimsical  grounds  of 
selection,  that  are  explained  by  his 
lordship,  in  divisions  and  subdivisions 
of  offences  and  offenders,  not  from  a 
supposed  extent  of  guilt,  but  from 
accidental  and  pergonal  rank  and  sta- 
tion ;  it  may  be  shortly  observed,  that 
the  very  distinctions,  taken  by  his 
lordship,  shew  the  variance  of  his 
practice  from  his  principle.  If  of- 
fences were  capable  of  it.  is  classifica- 
tion, some  of  them  standing  eminently 
conspicuous^  from  the  rest,  his  lord* 


hip's  idea  of  tempered  justice  might 
have  been  satisfied,  without  endanger- 
ing the  lives  of  more,  than  are  com- 
prehended in  the  first  class,  absolutely- 
given  up  for  trial.  Would  not  threo 
crminiis,  if  so  it  had  appeared,  steep- 
ed, according  to  his  lordship's ; con- 
tcmtlifion,  in  the  deepest  guilt,  have 
been  sufiicient  victims  to  the  offended 
laws  of  their  profession  and  their 
country  ?  or  did  his  lordship  look 
for  a  further  opportunity  of  display- 
ing his  clemency,  meditating  a  miti- 
gated sentence  on  subordinate  of- 
fenders ?  Be  this  as  it  may,  this  ex- 
traordinary order,  after  exempting,  on 
no  very  explicable,  nor,  perhaps,  cte- 
ditable  reason  the  greatest  body  of 
officers,  who  had  taken  the  lead  in 
revolt,  from  all  responsibility  and  en- 
quiry, submits  a  large  portion  of 
others,  twenty-one  in  number,  to  the 
peril  of  a  criminal  investigation,  which 
cannot  but  keep  alive  feelings,  to  a 
protracted  period,  which  the  order  pro- 
fesses a  %'iew  of  tranquillising  and  Bet- 
ting at  rest.  It  would  not  seem  prac-. 
ticable  that  any  order  could  be  con- 
structed, more  contradictory  in  e^ect 
of  its  declared  prind{)le,  and  more 
prevention  of  its  own,  or  general  po- 
licy. 

The  temper  of  the  t-imes  would  pot 
appear  more, adapted  for  the  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  than  the  con- 
dition of  the  judges,  who  must,  qfn^ 
cessity,  be  chosen,  for  tl^e  adjudicatkw 
of  tlie  questions  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  disaffected  members  of 
the  army.  It  would  seem  impossible 
that  these  judges  could  be  nominated 
from  the  ranks  of  those,  who  had  re- 
cently shewn  themselves  in  opposition 
to  the  government ;  and  if  they  should 
be  tak('n  from  the  king's  or  ooont- 
pany's  officers,  who 'had  embraced  a 
contrary  side,  it  may  be  suspected* 
that  they  may  have  a  leaning  not  ad- 
vantageous to  the  prisoners.  This  i«, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  unavoidable  con- 
sequences of  the. unfortunate  occur- 
rences detailed  ;  which,  if  it  had 
no  other  effect,  should  have  induced 
the  governor-general  to  have  made  at 
sparing  a  reforgoge^  a^fjgg^^Je  to  . 
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tribuoal>  to  be  composed  of  guch  ma- 
terials. But,  in  opposition  to  this  ob- 
vious course,  numerous  trials  are  or- 
dered to  take  place,  embracing  an  in- 
quiry not  only  into  the  principal  trans- 
actions of  the  revolt,  but  all  the  most 
minute  particulars  relating  to  it,  qe- 
cessarily  involving,  in  the  investigation, 
the  counsels  and  the  acts  of  the  go- 
rernment  which  led  to  the  late  la- 
mentable stale  of  tilings. 

If  the  result  of  these  trials  may  not 
£ivour  the  views*  of  the  government, 
it  may  be  supposed  to  speak,  at  all 
events,  the  sentiment  of  its  own  par- 
tisans, on  its  conduct ;  and  in  such 
light  it  cannot  be  altogether  useless  in 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  circum- 
stances under  review. 

The  court  martial  appointed,  on  this 
•ccasion,  was  assembled  at  Bangalore, 
at  a  distance  from  the  presidency ;  and 
was  composed  of  officers  of  his  ma- 
jesty's and  company's  service  indiscri- 
minately, who  had  adhered  geneially 
to  the  cause  of  the  government ;  and 
the  majority  of  them,  so  tar  as  we  are 
informed,  had  lately  aiid  distinguish- 
ingly  participaied  in  the  defence  of  the 
government.  Th's  circi  msiance  is  not 
mentioned,  for  tht;y  are  entitled  to  a 
different  character,  to  throw  the  sh'ght- 
est  slur  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  ;  but  for  the  purpose  of  sustain- 
ing the  remark,  which  we  are  about 
to  make,  that  a  court  so  formed,  could 
ttot  be  suspected  of  a  bias  agaii.st  the 
coi^gtituted  authorities.  Ihe  court 
proceeded  to  the  trial  of  the  principal 
cases  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  on 
direct  and  express  charges  of  mutiny, 
worded  with  exactitude  sufficient,  and 
supported,  for  the  most  pari,  by  evi« 
dence,  capable,  however,  of  an  answer 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoners,  thai  seem- 
ed to  sustain  the  letter  of  the  accusa- 
tion. Tiie  general  defence  of  the  ac- 
cused, it  will  not  be  requisite  to  enter 
into  particulars,  was  grounded  on  the 
irritable  state  of  the  greater  portion  of 
the  coast  army,  produced,  as  it  was  in- 
•isted,  by  the  arbitrary  and  oppresive 
afrts  6f  the  government, — an  excess  of 
author ity^  provoking  opposition  and 
resistance.  Yet  that  in  the  most  acute 
•ansa  of  injury,  tbe  parties  had  never 


once  consulted  on  acts  of  aggresnoo, 
nor  had  ever  swerved;  (perhaps  a  re- 
fined distinction)  from  their  allegiance 
to  their  country.  All  of  them  further 
contended,  that  their  particular  coo- 
duct,  during  the  general  disafiection 
of  the  army,  was  infiueoced  by  a  de- 
sire, and  with  the  effect,  of  restraio- 
ing  a  revolt,  within  the  limits  which 
it  would  admit,  since  it  could  oot  be 
by  any  human  means,  apparent  to 
them,  completely  and  utterly  subdued. 

It  is  not  for  us,  at  present,  to  enter 
on  the  consideration  of  the  validity  of 
this  species  of  defence,  when  we  pro- 
pose merely  to  notice  its  effect  00 
those,  whose  exclusive  business  it  was 
to  judge  of  it.  The  court,  after  hav- 
ing  maturely  weighed  what  appeared 
to  them  in  evidence  on  both  sides; 
decided  on  the  guilt  of  two  of  the  pri- 
soners, and  the  acquittal  of  the  third. 

The  first,  lieut. -colonel  J.. Bell,  who 
had  commanded  the  garrison  of  Serin- 
gapatam,  and  who  had  been  convicted 
on  all  the  branches  of  the  (;^arges  pre- 
ferred against  him,  was  sentenced  to 
be  cashiered;  the  miiK>r  punishment^ 
which  lord  Minto  had  left  to  the  op- 
tio  .  of  an  inferior  class  of  offenders, 
instead  of  the  hazard  of  a  decision  by 
a  court  martial. 

The  second,  major  J.  Storey,  who 
had  the  temporary  command  of  Masu- 
lipatam,  and  who,  in  addition  to  the 
generai  matter  of  excuse,  set  up  by 
the  other  defendant,  pleaded,  but  was 
not  allowed  the  benefit  of  the  plea, 
the  ami»esty  of  gencTal  Pater,  was  sen- 
tenied  to  the  like  extent  with  colonel 
Beli ;  hut  was  recommended  strongly 
to  mercy. 

And  the  third,  lieui-colonel  Dove- 
ton  commandant  of  the  force  at  Jaul- 
na,  was  honourably  acquitted. 

The  leniency  of  these  sentences,  in 
a  chaigeso  grave,  and  so  sarious  ins 
military  point  of  view,  would,  of  it- 
self, speak  volumas,  as  to  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  having  all  the  evidence 
fresh  in  its  meinory^,  of  the  conduct  of 
the  prosecutors  But  the  circumstance 
receives  an  additional  authority  from 
the  subseq\.<  nt  demeanour  of  the  go- 
vernment, so  far  as  it  may  be  thought 
to  be  idenutied  yviib  tht  act  oi  iha 
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coBimander-rio-chief ;  or  may  be  illus- 
trated by  its  concurrence  in  it. 

The  sentences  of  the  court  martial^ 
after   they  had    been  judicially  pro- 
DOBDced,  and  forwarded  to  bead-quar- 
teri,  were  transmitted  to  the  court  for 
revision,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from 
the  judge-advocate-general,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
arguing,  contrary,  as  it  should  seem,  to 
the  duties   of  such  office,    certainly 
contrary  to  the  dictates  of  natural  jus- 
tice, against  the  sribject  matter  of  the 
defence,  and  insisting  on  its  incompe- 
tency as  a  legal  excuse.    It  will  be 
only  necessary  to  rem.irk,  that  this  ad- 
dress to  the  court  is  made  behind  the 
back  of  the  prisoner,  and  after  the 
prosecutor,    the  ordinary  judge- advo- 
cate, had  previously  had  the  benefit  of 
1  reply.    There  is,  moreover,  this  ex- 
traordinary, and,  we  will  add.  this  out- 
rageous and  unprecedented  character 
ateot  it,  considering  it,  as  we  do,  and 
as  it  must  be  considered  by  every  one 
else,  as  the  act  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  that  it  is  an  address  from  the 
highest  source  of  authority  in  the  ar- 
my, and  firom  whom  all  military  pro- 
motion 4nust  flow,  to  a  military  court 
appointed  by  himself,  calling  upon  it, 
scarcely  in  an  indirect  way,  to  reject 
exculpatory  matter,  and  to  increase  the 
pains  of  its  sentence.    That  it  is  the 
grateful  duty  of  such  high  military  of- 
ficer, to  soften  and  abate  the  excessive 
I  rigour  of  a  military  sentence,  the  law 
'  and  practice  of  tne  army  has  abun- 
dantly shewn  us  i  but  this  is  the  first 
instance  that   has  come  within    our 
knowledge,  and  we  pray  it  may  be 
the  last,  where  he  has  borrowed  the 
judge-advocate*s  professional  skill,  to 
I  iastruct  the  ordinary  court  to  increase 
the  penalties  award^  by  it. 

To  the  credit  of  the  court  martial 
be  it  spoken,  that  it  adhered,  not- 
withstanding the  influence  of  th\s  ap- 
peal, to  the  original  letter  of  its  so- 
lemn adjudications  ;  even  though,  in 
the  instance  of  major  Storey,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief had  notified,  that  if 
the  sentence  kad  been  extreme,  he 
might,  in  that  event,  have  attended  to 
the  court's  recommendation. 


It  remains  only  to  be  noticed,  iq 
respect  to  the  decision  of  the  n^ilitary 
court,  that  lieutenant-colonel  Doveton, 
though  be  had  been  acquitted  fully  of 
all  the  charges  preferred  against  him, 
was  immediately  and  publicly  removed 
from  the  command  of  bis  regiment,  and 
suspended  from  all  military  employ** 
ment,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  court  of 
directors  should  be  known. 

The  acts  of  the  government  itself 
deliver  us  from  the  necessity  of  com- 
menting on  these  proceedings;  since 
they  unequivocally  shew  the  sense  that 
it  entertained  of  the  result  of  these 
trials,  which  declares,  through  the  me«  ' 
dium  of  the  difierent  sentences,  the 
innocetice,  or  mitigated  guilt,  and  con- 
sequent punishment  of  the  parties,  in 
the  provocation  which  moved  or  urged 
to  It. 

In  this  way,  not  leu  remarkable  in 
itself  than  in  its  origin  and  progress,  did 
this  extraordinary  contest  end. 

To  times  more  remote  we  must  look 
for  a  calm  and  temperate  consideration 
of  events,  that  have  created  a  general 
and  an  anxious  interest.  Some  opinion 
may  at  present,  however,  be  hinted, 
and  possibly  expected,  from  the  extent 
of  the  existing  information,  on  the 
principal  occurrences  that  have  been 
cursorily  examined  in  their  places,  and 
in  proper  order  of  time. 

In  viewing  the  actual  evil  that  has 
passed — and  the  consequences  that 
Feraain  behind,  the  late  revolt  n^y  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  perilous 
events  that  have  attended  the  company's 
aftairs,  since  tjie  first  estabiishoDeut  ef 
their  power  in  India.  It  will  not  ap- 
pear, either  vain  or  impertinent,  there- 
fore, in  us,  if  we  endeavour  to  recapi- 
tulate, though  in  a  very  summary  way,  * 
the  causes  Uiat,  in  our  estimation,  in- 
duced the  complicated  mischief  de- 
scribed. 

The  great  moving  cause  may  be 
discovereid,  in  our  apprehension,  but 
too  plainly,  in  the  arbitrary  conduct, 
and  obbtinacy,  too  often,  and  too  incon- 
sidera*ely  dignified  by  the  name  of  con- 
sisiency,  of  Sir  George  Barlow,  which 
first  leads  him,  as  has  been  shewn,  (o 
commit  an  oppression,  naturally  ex- 
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citing  irritation  «Dd  excess^  and  after- 
wards intemperaiely  admiivstering  to 
the  birength  of  ihe  public  fteling,  by 
repeated  agression,  in  re-asRcrtion  of  the 
principle  exercised  in  the  obnoxious 
act.  It  will  be  seen  that  we  are  ad- 
verting to  the  right  of  suspension,  «o 
frequently  contended  for,  and  used  by 
Sir  G.  Barlow,  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  his  a  J  mini  ^(ration  ; — a 
power  so  lavi«ihly  used,  from  the  mo- 
ment it  was  drawn  forth,  that  it  per- 
vaded, in  a  few  ^eeks,  every  depart- 
ment of  the  civil  and  military  ser- 
vice.        /■  I 

If  it  majr  be  said,  that  the  power  was 
not  new,  or  that  others  had  used  it 
without  creating  the  same  general  dis- 
content, that  shewed  itself  against  Sir 
G.  Barlow  j  it  tnay  be  answered  with 
safety,  and  with  truth,  that  it  was  never 
before  exercised  either  in  the  degree, 
or  in  the  circumstances,  in  which  it 
was  unhappily  used  by  him  5  or  from 
the  nature  of  the  power  itself  ever 
could  be  used  at  all,  with  the  patience 
and  forbearance  of  the  objects  suffering 
tinder  it,  but  with  the  greatest  delicacy 
and  circumspection.  Now  it  cannot  be 
said,  by  the  warmest  of  the  governor*8 
partisans,  that  it  was  so  directed  by 
nim,  or  that  it  was  regarded  by  bim 
in  any  other  light,  but  as  an  incident 
of  his  office,  to  be  resorted  to  on  all  oc- 
casions which,  in  his  judgment,  should 
seem  convenient,  and  without  any 
communication  with  the  parties,  whom 
the  supposed  right  more  immediately 
'  affected,  and  consequently  without  any 
but  a  partial  enquiry  or  information, 
into  the  circumstances,  that  are  to 
warrant  the  exercise  of  it.  The  incon- 
siderate use  of  such  a  power,  if  there 
were  no  question  about  its  legality, 
cotild  not  be  deemed  but  as  an  intolera- 
ble grievance,  under  any  times,  and 
under  any  circumstances.  But  the 
constant  resort  to  it,  at  all  seasons, 
when  ordinary  remedies  are  at  hand, 
and  carrying  it,  at  once,  to  the  ut- 
most possible  stretch  of  which  it  is 
capable,  and  fiir  beyond  the  limits, 
which  the  authority,  whence  the  pow- 
er is  supposed  to  be  derived,  has,  ap- 
parently, thought  6t  to  prescribe  to  it, 
if  so  wanton  and  flagrant  a  use  of  it. 


that,  though  we  shall  not  attempt  a  jus* 
tification  of  the  oppohitioji  that  it  is 
too  manifestly  calculated  to  promote, 
we  do  not  feel,  and  therefore  express 
not,  a  surprise,  from  the  known  work- 
ings of  human  passions,  at  the  provo- 
cation of  it,  even  to  the  unfortunate 
extent  to  which  it  has  been  carried. 

But  the  exercise  of  the  power, 
grinding  as  it  is  in  itself,  is  rendered 
even  more  grievous  by  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  applied.  Civil  and  military 
officers,  without  discrimination  of 
their  relations,  the  conditions,  or  the 
circumstances,  under  which  they  stand, 
are  suspended  alike  from  their  func- 
tions, and  from  the  means  of  support, 
and  placed,  unquestioned  and  unheard, 
and  on  pretences  always  indefinitely 
stated,  and  often  wholly  unexplained, 
without  the  protection,  as  well  as  be- 
nefit, of  the  coropany*s  service,  and 
sent  as  vagi  ants,  at  a  ^  great  expense, 
and  without  the  means  of  redressing 
the  injury  under  which  they  suffer, 
if  they  survive  such  unparalleled  treat- 
ment, to  the  distant  shores  of  Bri- 
tain. 

They  who  require  a  patient  and  easy 
submission,  under  evils  so  accumu- 
lated, and  the  possible  extension  of 
them,  by  unrestrained  use,  to  tb« 
whole  body  of  the  civil  and  military  ser- 
vice, cannot  have  formed  any  very  ac- 
curate notion  of  the  evils  themselves, 
or  of  the  boundary  of  human  forbear- 
ance. The  philosopher  and  the  mora- 
list may  preach  over  cases  foreign  to 
himself,  the  sublime  virtue  of  resig- 
nation }  but  deprive  him  of  the  frniti 
of  his  long  labour ;  banish  him  from 
his  adopted  country;  take  from  him 
the  usual  means  of  his  subsistence } 
deny  him  the  justice^  ordained  by  the 
nature  and  law  of  his  service,  the 
right  of  a.  present  bearing,  and  the 
means  of  a  future  appeal }  brand  him 
with  disloyalty ;  denounce  bim^  far  and 
wide,  by  the  publications  of  the  press; 
send  him  forth  almost  into  a  new 
world,  condemned  and  punished  for 
crimes,  from  which  all  men  nattirally 
fly  3  subject  him  to  all  these  real,  not 
imaginary  ills,  and  if  he  shall  mincu- 
lously  preserve  his   own  serenity^  hm 
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will  find  some  difScultv  in  suppressing 
the  sympathy  of  his  fellows. 
.  These  acts  of  suspension  alone> 
multiplied  as  they  were^  and  executed 
in  the  way  explained,  contrary  to  the 
common  dictates  of  jus^,  and  the 
phdn  and  repeated  orders  of  the  power 
to  whom  the  gOTemment,  as  well 
as  its  officers,  is  immediately  respon- 
sible (without  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses, or  the  hearing  of  the  parties  j) 
were,  from  the  nature  of  the  acts,  as 
well  as  from  the  frequent  repetition  of 
them,  sufficient  of  themselves  to  stir  the 
ifl-wUl  that  manifested  itself;  unless,  of 
which  there  is  no  proof,  they  should  be 
afterwards  renounced »  or  moderated, 
on  more  mature  reflection,  or  some 
merciful  suggestion  in  the  bosom  of 
the  mover  of  them.  On  the  contrary. 
Sir  George  Barlow*s  conduct  is  mark- 
ed by  tfa^  character  of  unremitting 
severity,  which  he  fancies  to  be  suited, 
and  alone  suited,  to  the  state  of  things 
aroand  him  ;  and  the  principle  owned 
and  acted  upon,  is  extended  as  well 
to  his  private  acts,  as  his  public  pro- 
ceedings. Whether  men  shall  choo<>e 
not  to  accept  his  personal  invitations, 
or  to  favour  his  state  policy,  they  are 
equally  visited  by  the  signal  displeasure 
of  the  governor,  removed  from  situ- 
ations of  profit  or  of  honour,  and  un- 
feelingly sent  on  harassing  marches, 
or  on  perilous  and  unhealthy  employ- 
ments. 

What  18  the  imagined  power  of  the 
governor?  what  tlie  abject  condition 
of  the  governed,  what  the  blunted  state 
of  public  feeling,  when  it  is  expected 
that  these  things  can  be  endured  ? 
What,  too,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the 
danger  of  the  crisis,  when  this  extreme 
authority  is  resorted  to,  and  applied 
in  so  general  and  so  profuse  a  man- 
ner? 

Nothing  less,  it  should  seem,  than 
an  universal  mutiny  or  rebellion, 
could  sanction  so  summary  and  so 
severe  a  remedy.  But  is  it  pretended 
e?en,  by  Sir  G.  Barlow,  that  any 
dvil  commotion  existed,  or  any  mu- 
tinous or  rebellious  spirit  had  shewn 
itself  in  the  military  body ;  when 
civilians  and  soldiers,  with  a  like  mer- 
^ess  hand,  are  driven  in  ihoak  fronn 


their  respective  offices  and  employ- 
ments? 

It  has  been  insinuated,  but  not 
proved,  in  the  defence  of  Sir  G.  Bar- 
low, that  some  trifling  discontent  had 
been  spread  throughout  the  army, 
by  the  abolition  of  the  tent  contract, 
and  by  the  .release  of  the  quarter- mas- 
ter-general fi'om  his  arrest,  in  subver- 
sion of  the  course  of  military  justice  ; 
and  that  such  discontent  required  to 
be  put  down  by  a  strong  arm.  But 
it  would  become  those,  who  insist  on 
this  species  of  defence,  to  show  the 
acts,  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  good 
government,  or  contumacious  even 
of  its  authority,  that  had  preceded 
the  indiscriminate,  and  indiscrimina- 
ting,  suspensions,  in  the  civil  and 
military  departments.  It  may  be  fair- 
ly said,  that  the  sense  of  supposed  in- 
jury, felt  by  the  commanding  officers 
of  corps,  on  the  abolition  of  the  tent 
contract,  had  been  suffered  to  subside, 
and  to  rest  on  the  appeal  made  by 
them  to  the  court  of  directors;  and 
that  the  new  arrangement  of  Sir  G. 
Barlow,  had  been  allowed  to  super- 
sede the  old  contract,  without  the 
least  shew  of  opposition,  and  had  been 
acted  upon  for  months,  previous  to 
any  military  suspension,  without  a 
murmur,  on  the  part  of  the  array, 
save  that  which  had  been  expressed 
to  the  executive  authority  in  £ngland, 
through  the  memorial  described. 

This  asAertion  will  not  admit,  it  is 
presumed,  of  denial }  but  in  respect 
to  the  other  object  of  discontent,  the 
release  of  the  quarter-master-general, 
it  might  have  passed,  it  is  believed, 
like  the  first,  from  the  mind  of 
the  army,  if  it  had  not  been  unwisely 
^and  closely  mixed  with  aiK)ther  more 
stinging  suffering.  But  it  was  not 
permitted  so  to  escape ;  being  engrafted, 
as  it  were,  with  the  first  Military  sus- 
pensions of  the  commander-in-chief 
and' the  deputy-adjutant- general  of  the 
army. 

To  the  time  of  the  last-mentioned 
events,  all  the  public  orders  of  the 
government  declare  not  on4y  the 
obedience,  but  commend  the  disci- 
pline of  the  army.  If  this  praise  be 
to  be  retracted,  it  must  be  done  in  at 
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publk:  and  solemn  a  ii;anaer»  aa  that 
in  which  it  is  pronounced.  It  is  not  to 
be  whispered  away  in  a  corner,  and  in 
the  dark. 

'  1 1  is  at  best  but  a  spurious  sort  of 
deiVnce  for  tlie  governor,  if  even  it 
could  be  maintained,  that  insists,  be- 
canve  the  army  was  in  a  state  of  irrita- 
tion and  discontent,  he  should  be  at 
liberty  to  liave  recourse  to  the  exercise 
of  doubtful  and  dangerous  powers  ; 
not  to  remove  the  irritation,  but  to 
increase  clamour  or  complaint,  by  sup- 
plying fresh  causes  for  ^i.  If  it  was 
conceived  to  be  an  injustice,  that  the 
cbnrges  of  some  of  the  principal  and 
distinguished  officers  of  the  army, 
received  by  the  head  of  that  body, 
should  be  dismissed  without  enquiry,  is 
it  wise,  on  the  heels  of  this  unprece- 
dented proceeding,  and  in  peaceful 
times,  to  counsel  and  to  execute  an  act, 
apparently  of  still  more  flagrant  injus- 
tice, in  dismissing  from  the  present 
exercise  of  their  offices,  two  of  the 
principal  military  servants  of  the 
state,  without  bearing  them  in  explana- 
tion or  defence  ? 

£ven  at  the  moment,  when  the 
popular  discontent  must, from  the  more 
extensive  use  of  the  power  of  suspen- 
sion, be  considered  as  most  rife ;  i.e. 
on  the  1st  of  May,  when  so  long  a  list 
of  officers  are  put  out  of  the  service,  and 
their  offences  persecuted  afterwards 
with  an  austerity,  never  before  heard  of, 
even  at  this  late  date  it  is  not  pretend- 
ed that  any  actual  opposition  had  been 
demonstrated  towards  the  government  j 
or  any  thing  had  been  further  execut- 
ed, or  meditated,  than  the  construction 
of  one  or  two  obnoxious  papers  j  the 
most  exceptionable  of  which  had  been 
at  this  day  cancelled  by  the  framers  of 
it,  either  on  their  own  conviction  of 
its  impropriety,  or  of  the  defeat  of  its 
object. 

But  the  pains  taken  by  Sir  G.  Bar- 
low, and  still  more  by  lord  Minto,  to 
defend  the  proceedings  of  the  govern- 
ment ou  their  individual  merits  and 
grounds,  without  reference  to  the 
fiUeged  diseased  state  of  surrounding 
things,  plainly  evinces  how  Ihtle 
reliant e  \vas  placed  at  the  time  on  this 
sweeping  principle  of  defence.       If, 


however,  it  cot  Id  be  competent  totbe 
government  then  as  now  to  resort  to 
it,  as  iar  as  our  humble  abilities  will 
permit  us  to  judge,  it  would  only  have 
entailed  on  the  government  the  neces- 
sity of  a  greater  precaution  to  avoid  all 
possible  causes  of  augmenting  the  pre- 
valent irritation. 

It  is  not  meant  to  be  denied  that  the 
defence  made  for  the  government,  as 
growing  out  of  the  alleged  public 
disconient,  goes  farther  Uian  it  has 
been  at  present  stated  by  us.  It  is  not 
only  insinuated  by  the  government  to 
have  been  general  and  loud,  but  al*>o 
to  have  been  highly  unreasonable.  The 
laboured  letter  of  lord  Minto,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  written  at  the  request  of 
Sir  G.  Barlow,  is  particularly  directed 
to  the  justification  of  all  the  foregoing 
severities  of  the  inferior  government, 
and  not  less  to  the  demonstration  of 
the  unreasonableness  of  the  preien- 
sions  and  imagined  complaints  of  the 
army.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented 
that  his  lordship  was  so  easily,  and,  we 
will  add,  so  unwisely  di^wn  in,  not 
only  to  pronounce  on  the  merits  of  the 
separate  acts  of  Sir  G.  Barlow,  but  to 
justify  them  in  the  heap,  on  the  mere 
ex  parte  statements  of  the  local  gover- 
nor ;  thereby  not  only  countenancing 
by  his  approbation  the  primary  causes 
of  the  evils,  but  pledging  himself  to 
all  the  consequences  nattirally  resulting 
fr;  m  the  acts  so  absolutely  approved. 
But  this  tacit  pledge  does  not  content 
the  governor-general,  and  lest  it  might 
be  possibly  overlooked  by  hira,  who 
had  solicited  from  the  hoi>eyed  lips  of 
the  supreme  |  ower  of  Inuifi  the 
grateful  incense  of  praise^,  his  lord^hip 
is  pJca^cd  to  promise  all  the  cnerg}*  of 
the  supreme  government  to  strengthen 
the  powers  of  the  subordinate  presi- 
dency. 

This  unqualified  commission  of  the 
controuling  authority  of  lord  Minto, 
to  the  hands  of  Sir  G.  Barlow,  is  one 
of  the  most  fatal  circumstances  that 
could  have  happened,  not  only  for  hi^ 
lordship's  character,but  for  the  fame  of 
Sir  G.  Barlow,  and,  what  is  still  dearer, 
for  the  public  interests  entrusted  to 
their  guardianship.  By  this  ope  resh 
act,    the  governor  general  deprived 
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himself  from  mediating  in  the  differ- 
ences springing  up  between  conflicting 
powers,    that,  eiid    which   way  they 
will,  could  not  terminate   without  a 
great  blow  to  the  .public  safety  :  pre- 
venting himself  from  checking  any  of 
the  inordinate  measures  of  overweening 
aathority ;  rendered  more  elate  in  itself 
more  confirmed  in  us  notions  and  vi- 
sions, by  the  knowledj^e  of  its   being 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  present  coii- 
troul  *    The  effect  of  this  error  must 
have  been  occasionally  felt  by  lordMinto, 
though  he  has  put  the  best  gloss  on  his 
inactivity,  during  succeeding  occurren- 
ces.   It  is  acknowledged,  as  much  as  it 
consistently  could,  in  the  letter  of  lord 
Minto  to  the  court  of  directors  of  the 
12th  of  October,  t  where  his  lordship 
explains    the    difficulty,  unwittingly 
perhaps,  in  which  he  is  placed, — own- 
ing his  suspicions  of  the  progress  of  the 
discontent,    and  his  determination  to 
proceed    to    Madras,    to    check    the 
growth  of  it,  by  the  interposition  of  the 
presence  of  the  governor-general,  and 
yet    miserably   waiting    in   Calcutta, 
until  the  storm  is  blown  over,  for  the 
instraclions  and  call  of  Sir  G.  Barlow, 
whose  private  policy  it  obviously  is, 
and  ^vhose   only  policy,  for  the  con- 
sistency of  his  own  acts,  to  have  the 
only  possible  credit  for  the  suppression 
of  ijie  revolt,  if  that  can  be  effected, 
by  his  own  resources,     if  these,  even 
by  any  miscalculation,  should  fail,  he 
roust  have  well  known  how  much  the 
supreme  authority  was  placed  by  his 
own  management,  or  the  unfortunate 
weakness  of  his  titular  superior,  at  his 
feel.    No  statesman  could  have  ever 
been  placed  in  a    more  unfortunate 
condition  than  lord  Minto  appears  to 
have  put  himself  at  this  singular  crisis  ', 
pledged  beyond  all  redemption,  as  it 
should  seem,  to  the  policy  of  a  subor- 
dinate agent,  and  acting,  sucb  is  his 
tinbounded  confidence,  entirely  on  the 
suggestion  and  urgency  of    another. 
Hence,  he  is  seen  issuing  paper  after 
paper,  declarative    of     his  complete 
reliance  io  the  justice  and  wisdom  of 
the  governor  of  Fort  St.  George,  defen- 


sive of  every  successive  act,  and  expres- 
sive of  an  entire  belief  of  every  repre- 
sentation. Hence  the  army  is  fancied, 
by  his  lordship  giving  credit  to  his 
writings,  as  having  no  real  grievances, 
or  any  other,  but  trifling  imaginary 
complaints,  or  idle  pretensions,  felt  or 
preferred  by  few>  axul  likely  to  be 
abandoned,  on  the  determined  touf 
and  demeanour  of  the  government. 
Thus  slumbering  over  a  security  of  his 
own  encouraging,  bis  lordship  would 
have  remained  till  now  at  Calcutta,  if 
he  had  not  been  alarmed  by  sudden 
intelligence  from  a  garrison,  not  very 
remote  from  the  s^t  of  the  supreme 
government. 

One  knows  not  which  to  ^dmire 
most,  the  excessive  confidence  of  the 
governor-general,  or  his  extreme  igno- 
rance of  all  that  is  passing  on  the  coast. 
To  both  of  these,  perhaps,  may  be 
imputed  his  misconception  in  the  first 
iii*.tauce,  his  misrepresentations  after- 
wards, and,  ultimately,  his  false  con- 
clusions. Seeing  through  the  dis- 
patches of  Sir  G.  Barlow,  he  observes 
nothing  but  a  slight  disaffection  of  the 
army,  from  yet  slighter  causes,  and 
preposterous  pretensions,  that  remain 
only  to  be  answered  with  coolness  and 
resolution,  to  be  repelled  and  laid  at 
rest.  The  result,  unhappily,  shews  how 
false  a  view  the  governor-general  pos- 
sesses of  the  discontent,  atid  how  little, 
the  army,  at  any  time,  notwithstand- 
ing the  statements  of  the  two  govern- 
ments, demanded  at  their  hands.  Ex- 
cept at  a  very  remote  stage  of  the 
revolt,  and  but  at  one  of  the  several 
stations  of  the  army,  (Hydrabad)  then 
actually  engaged  in  direct  mutiny,  did 
tlie  mlliiaiy  body  ever  prefer  a  demand, 
which  was  not  consistent  with  modera- 
tion, and  by  some  it  may  be  thought, 
with  reason  and  right.  But  we  are  not  to 
look  to  the  ultimate  acts  of  the  army« 
when  driven  to  excess,  oither  for  its 
condemnation,  or  for  the  excuse  of  the 
government. 

To  the  issuing  of  the  orders  of  the 
1st  May,  when  the  last  and  widest 
act  of  suspension  occurs,  when  tht 


*  The  more  that  this  shall  be  taken  at  an  excuse  for  Sir  G.  BarioWi  ia  lo  much,  it  mutt 
W^cootemplatedat  a  charge  against  Cher  governor-geaeril* 
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arbitrary  and  most  dangerous  power  of 
the  government  is  applied  to  an  appal- 
ling number,  and  is  threatened  by  that 
sad  example,  which  embraces  a  circle 
of  officers  in  as  high  estimation  as  in 
the  whole  range  of  the  Indian  army, 
to  be  applied  without  abatement  to 
every  rank  and  every  individual  at 
will — What,  it  may  be  asked,  up  to 
this  la^.e  period,  is  the  unreasonable 
and  excessive  pretension  of  the  army  ? 
—What  does  it  ask  beyond  the  boon 
of  enjoying,  not  a  military,  but  a  natu- 
ral right,  included  in,  and  inseparable 
from,  the  term  of  justice,  to  be  heard, 
wherein  it  shall  be  supposed  to  offend, 
before  it  be  condemned  ?  Is  this  too 
much  to  be  conceded*  without  a  danger 
to  the  fabric  of  government } — Of 
what  materials  must  the  government 
be  formed,  that  it  cannot  bear  so  rude 
and  so  mighty  a  shock  ?  It  would  be 
amusing  to  obseri-e  the  mock  gravity, 
if  the  event  had  not  been  so  dreadful, 
with  which  the .  government  of  Fort 
St.  George,  and  of  Fort  William, 
speak  of  the  impossibility  of  concilia- 
tion and  concession.  From  their  que- 
rulous note  one  might  believe  that 
some  large  and  costly  privilege,  some 
exemption  had  been  requir^  by  the 
army,  against  the  general  interest  or 
safety  of  the  state:  when  all,  in 
truth,  that  is  asked,  is  the  enjoyment  of 
a  common  right,  that  had  l)een  arbi- 
trarily interrupted,  and  a  freedom  from 
the  excess  of  punishment,  without  the 
form  or  the  pretence  of  trial.  These 
luxuries  in  the  eastern  world,  but 
vital  necessaries  here,  might  surely 
have  been  continued  to  the  military 
body,  without  any  rational  apprehen- 
sion of  shaking  the  government  to  its 
foundation. 

The  advocates  of  our  Indian  rulers 
may,  in  imitation  of  their  patrons, 
enlarge  on  the  impossibility  of  con- 
cession to  an  armed  community }  and 
when  they  have  exhausted  their  argu- 
ments and  their  strength,  a  simple 
question  may  reduce  their  laboured 
enquiry  to  a  very  narrow  compass. 
What  concession  was  demanded  more 
than  what  was  tardily  granted  by  the 
governmeotfl    themseives?    The  idea 


of  all  compromise  with  a  militar]^ 
bod3^  is  not,  however,  altogether  so 
terrific  and  unstatesmanlike  in  our 
eyes,  as  the  Indian  governments  would 
contend,  or  their  abettors,  would  argue 
in  their  behalf.  If  this,  at  any  ticne, 
be  an  available  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  governors,  it  would  seem  to  be 
at  those  seasons  when  the  genera)  body 
is  capal^e  of  feeling  the  sacrifice  of 
the  government,  for  compromise  always 
partakes  of  this  character,  to  the  pub- 
lic sentiment.  It  will  be  seen,  then, 
that  this  should  be  ofiejsed,  if  at  all, 
at  the  commencement  of  irritation, 
not  at  the  consummation  of  it,  ^when 
neither  of  the  parties  are  in  a  fit  dis- 
position to  make  the  wished-for  con- 
descension. What  is  the  end  of  such 
a  compromise,  but  the  purchase  of 
harmony,  at  a  comparatively  trivial 
price,  when  a  contrary  spirit  might 
endanger  or  ruin  the  best  interests  ? 
It  is  always  a  submission  to  a  less  evil, 
to  avoid  a  larger  one.  Now,  if  this 
be  an  allowable  policy  at  all,  it  must 
have  a  general,  and  not  a  partial,  appli- 
cation, as  it  is  founded  on  the  common 
ground  of  human  passion  and  feeling. 
It  need  not  be  asked,  whether  soldiers 
are  less  or  more  than  men  >  that  the 
principle  which  is  applicable  to  every 
other  order  of  mankind,  can  be  sop- 
posed  inapplicable  to  them }  A  degree 
of  shame  would  attach  to  the  very  sug- 
gestion of  such  a  question,  if  it  had 
not  been  provoked  by  the  arguments 
of  the  Indian  governments,  and  their 
very  powerful  supporters  If  it  ever 
should  be  required  of  us  topoint  to  the  fit- 
test occasion  for  com  promise,  we  should 
be  induced  to  say,  it  would  be  exactlj 
that  wherein  these  eastern  politicians 
would  contend,  that  compromise  will 
not  admit  of  a  place,  or  be  considered 
as  one  of  the  elements  of  human  inter- 
course ;  for  if  it  be  desirable  at  any 
time  to  call  the  principle  into  action, 
in  must  be  then,  surely,  where  the  dan- 
ger is  most  imminent,  the  most  formid- 
able in  degree,  and  the  least  likely  to 
be  stayed  by  the  ordinary  means  of  rea- 
son, or  persuasion.  We  might  go  even  a 
little  further,  and  declare,  that  no  sea- 
son of  irritjtigD^^bpwever  advanced,  is 
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too  ripe  for  the  admission  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  compromise  j  so  that  the  par 
ty  benefiting  by  it,  shall  be  capable  of 
estimating  the  value  which  it  receives, 
and  the  other  shall  be  sensible  of  what 
it  gains  in  return.  Here  the  sacrifice 
would  have  been  little,  indeed,  at  any 
time,  on  one  part,  while  the  security 
obtained  on  the  other  would  be  the 
most  satisfactory  and  gratifying.  What 
could  be  ceded  on  the  one  side,  if  a 
cession  it  could  be  deemed,  would  seem 
nothing  more  tlian  the  forbearanceol  the 
exercise  of  an  imaginary  right,  scarce- 
ly eiidurabie  in  the  use ;  and  which, 
if  it  had  crept  imperceptibly,  or  had 
been  embodied^  no  matter  how,  with 
the  legitimate  powers  of  the  govern- 
ment, a  wise  and  politic  governor 
would  have  been  the  first  to  renounce, 
when  he  perceived  that  it  could  not  be 
exercised^  without  risking  the  public 
peace. 

But  the  governments  abroad  do  not 
appear  to  have  mistaken  only  the  prin- 
ciple of  concession,  and  the  season, 
according  to  their  own  notions,  when 
it  should  be  consulted  3  but  they  ac- 
tually have  recourse  to  it,  and  extend 
it  to  a  degree,  to  which  it  never  could 
be  expected  by  the  army  that  they 
should  carry  it,  even  in  the  most  agi- 
tated times.  And  while  they  are  act- 
ing most  largely  on  this  scouted  and 
inadmissible  principle,  it  is  whimsical 
to  observe  the  pains  that  they  take  to 
hide  tlieir  own  conduct  from  them- 
selves, and  firom  those  to  whom  a 
plain  and  open  avowal,  at  first,  of  half 
the  same  degree  of  concession  that  is 
afterwards  shyly  and  covertly  granted, 
would  have  been  greedily  seized,  and 
happily  regarded,  as  a  bounty  rather 
than  a  due.  During  the  whole  pro- 
'  cess  of  the  dispute  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  army, while  Sir  G.Barlow 
does  not  more  vaunt  of  the  determined 
tenor  of  his  policy,  than  lord  Minto 
express  his  admiration  of  the  magna- 
nimous, unvarying,  and  unremitting 
quality  of  it,  the  patient  and  dispas- 
sionate observer  may  behold  in  the 
public  acts  of  the  Madras  govern- 
ment, the  veriest  measures  of  conces- 


sion, which  it  blushes  and  disdains  to 
own. 

It  has  been  again  and  again  shewn, 
that  the  first  and  last  cause  of  (he  dis- 
content, was  the  denial  of   military^ 
justice  or  enquiry,    and  the  arbitrary 
disposal  of  the  rights  of  civil  and  mU 
litary  officers,  at  the  mere  caprice  of 
the  governor.     Now,  the  very  man, 
who  all  along  has  laid  claim  to  the 
extreme  and  unquestioned  exercise  of 
the  power  of  suspension,  on  the  most 
trifiing  occasions,  and  has  put  in  jeo- 
pardy the  dearest  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, for  maintaining  this  offensive  and 
suspicious  authority,  does,  unsolicited 
and  unasked,  in  his  manifesto  of  the 
15th  of  August,*  when  the  revolt  is  at 
its  height,  and  when  the  seditious  prac- 
tices of  the  army  are  emblazoned  and 
deprecated,  make  a  willing  surrender 
of  his  assumed  power,  and  gives  a  ge- 
neral pledge  to  the  parties  involved  in 
the  mutiny,  on  the  bare  condition  of 
tlieir  obedience,  that  though  under  the 
worst,  and  most  flagrant  circumstances 
of  aggravated  opposition  to  the  govern- 
ment, they  shall  have  the  full  benefit  of 
a  military  trial.  Nay,  at  this  very  junc- 
ture, aud  notwithstanding  his  previous 
conduct,  he  ventures,  strange  to  relate, 
on  the  assertion  ''  that  he  has  never 
delighted  in  extremities,  but  Ras  wished 
to  observe  the  common  course  of  jus- 
tice."    But  to  repeat  his  own  wordst— 
"  it  has  been  the  earnest  wish,  and 
anxious  desire  of  the  governor  in  coun« 
cil  to  avoid    measures  of  extremity, 
to  re-establish  order  by  the  course  of 
law  ;  and   to  give  up  to  military  trial 
the  authors  of  the  present  seditious 
proceedings."      What  has  been    the 
difference  between  the  army  and  tlie 
governor  ?  Has  Sir  G.  Barlow  received 
a  new  light  on  this  fearful  subject ;  or 
does  he  think  that  the  known  course  of 
the  law,  from  the  condition  into  which 
parties  have  been  driven  by  his  extra* 
vagant  usurpation,  will  enable  him  to 
execute  a  vengeance  even  more  severe 
upon  his  victims,  than  his  assumed  iu- 
thority  would  empower  him  10  inflict  ? 
The  renunciation  of  a  single  suspen- 
sion, but  a  few  weeks  before^  woultl 


f  Vide  Occurrcncej  for  August.  Digitized  by  CjOOglC 


104 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I8O9. 


have  done  and  prevented  more,  than 
the  absolute  abandonment  of  the  prac- 
tice. 

But  this  is  not  the  onl)'  sign  of  con- 
ciliation offered  to  the  ?rmy,  the  only 
sacrifice  of  the  government,  to  its  own 
fears  or  desperate  policy,  that  is  disco- 
vered during  the  eiiistence  of  the  dis- 
affection. The  roaster-stroke  of  Sir 
G.  Barlow*s  talent  for  government,  so 
much  applauded  by  tire  governor-ge- 
neral, and  so  admired  by  certain  autho- 
rities at  home,  exhibits  a  concession, 
so  ample  and  so  dangerous  in  its  pre- 
sent scope  and  future  consequences,  as 
to  endanger  the  key-sione  of  military 
subordination  and  discipline.  This  ex- 
traordinary submission  is  madfe  through 
the  orders  of  the  2Gih  July ;  by  which 
two- thirds  of  the  commissioned  officers 
of  the  Madras  army,  having  first  their 
loyalty  questioned  without  any  appa- 
rent reason,  are  absolved  for  a  time  of 
their  allegiance,  and  the  entire  duties 
of  their  offices,  retaining  the  emolu- 
ments of  them  during  the  interval,  be- 
cause they  do  not  feel  disposed,  as  it  is 
conceived,  to  render  those  services  to 
the  government,  that  are  enjoined  by 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  their  commis- 
sions. This  is  the  first  time,  perhaps, 
that  military  duty  has  been  treated  by 
a  legitimate  government,  as  a  matter  of 
option  in  the  party  on  whom  sucb'.duty 
is  impdsed  ;  or,  that  the  obedience  of 
the  soldier  has  been  rendered  separable 
from  his  military  engagement :  the 
first  time,  it  b  presumed,  when  he  has 
been  left  to  chuse  between  grateful  and 
displeasing  services.  When  once  such 
election  is  admitted,  there  is  an  end  uf 
ill  duty. 

What  is  the  mighty  advantage,  the 
proposed  object,  of  such  a  policy  ?  1  o 
relax  the  obligations  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  army  for  ever,  iji  order  to  reduce 
a  few  refractory  memlx^rs  of  the  pro- 
fession, for  the  private  ranks  are  ex- 
cepted from"  the  charge  of  revolt,  to  a 
temporary  obedience.  But  the  con- 
cession ends  not  here,  it  affects  not 
only  the  leaders, of  the  troops,  but  per- 
vades the  bodies  under  their  command. 
The  dependence  of  the  sepoys  on  their 
officers,  the  grand  link  of  the  chain 
that  has  kept  oar  armies  together^  and 


has  rendered  them  victorious  and  irrt* 
sistible,  is  destroyed  by  the' same  means, 
that  strike  at  the  i^t  of  the  duties  of 
their  superiors,  levelling  both  toge- 
ther. They  arc  to  be  delivered  over, 
by  this  bold  experiment,  to  new  mas- 
ters, to  new  habits  and  tempers,  to 
complex  and  distracting  duties,  and  if 
not  to  new  obligations,  to  relations  Xhej 
cannot .  but  imperfectly  understand  } 
and  ar^  afterwards,  before  they  ba\e 
time  to  digest  all  they  have  to  learn, 
to  be  re*assigned  to  their  old  comman- 
ders, ^ith  as  confused  notions  of  their 
obedience,  as  of  the  authority  inrr.nd- 
ed  to  be  set  over  tliera.  By  the  ope- 
ration of  this  complicated  machinery, 
is  it  certain,  whatever  it  may  propose, 
that  the  government  will  gain  all  that 
their  officers  must  lose,  in  the  duty  and 
respect  of  the  Native  soldiery  ?  Such 
an  expectation,  it  may  be  imagiiuHl, 
could  not  have  entered  even  into  the 
heads  of  those  that  could  have  con- 
ceived so  mnd  a  project. 

The  complete  reduction  of  a  branch 
of  the  army,  whatever  might  be  the 
crime  attached  to  it,  and,  however  oc- 
casioned, could  not  justify  the  means 
ap])lied,  which  in  reclaiming,  if  it 
should  reclaim  a  part,  would  let  loose 
the  great  body  of  tiie  army,  dissolving 
it  from  an  otfedienl  and  passive  organ, 
into  a  self-active  and  deliberative  ^^m- 
munity. 

All  these  decisive  evils  are  encoun- 
tered, rather  ilian  allow  the  appearance 
of  concession  in  matters,  most  devoutly 
to  be  desired,  though  it  is  really  and 
substantially  shewn  in  others,  and  in 
a  dangerous  degree,  where  it  is 
not  expected  j  and  where  the  effect 
looked  for  by  the  government  rs  ex- 
tremely problematiral,  or,  if  gained, 
must  be  followed  by  the  most  destruc- 
tive consequences. 

The  (est  proposed  to  the  officers,  de- 
pended, after  nil,  for  effect,  on  their  own 
fidelity,  which  is  confided  in,  and  dis- 
trusted at  the  same  instant.  Suppose, 
which  Is  not  unnatural,  that  these  ch- 
eers, lik&the  government,  had  made 
the  test  an  expedient  of  the  day,  and 
had  signed  it  in  a  similar  spirit  3  to 
what  an  extremity  might  that  wretched 
device  have^exj>^^e^t^^venimcnti 
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It  will  not  be  left  for  Sir  G.  Barlow,  or 
his  advocates,  to  draw  an  argument 
from  the  subiiequently  experienced 
faith  of  those,  whose  reputation  is 
slandered  by  his  device. 

In  viewing  the  acts  of  supposed  pro* 
vocation^  thai  led  to  thfe  late  revolt,  and 
the  remedial  measures  of  the  goverh- 
nient,  the  one,  we  are  afraid,  will  be 
seen  lo  exhibit  as  little  knowledge  of 
faooian  character,  and  as  poor  a  display 
of  human  feeling,  as  the  other  of  po- 
JUical  sagacity,  or  the  more  boasted 
quality  of  consistency  and  system. 

Tlie  only  apology  that  has  been  of- 
ferred  for  Sir  G.  Barlow,  proceeds,  so 
far  as  we  are  competent  to  judge,  on 
misconceived  and  erroneous  premises. 
He  is  represented,  by  his  apologists,  as 
the  object,  not  the  instrument  of  as- 
saalt, — as  the  strenuous  supporter  of 
the  established  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment— as  the  firm  promoter  of  its  inte- 
rests— as  the  assertor  of  the  rights  of  the 
civil  power  against  the  encroachments 
of  the  military — as  the  bold  defender  of 
bis  own  privileges,  and  the  successful 
inventor  of  expedients  to  subdue  the 
most  formidable  danger,  that  ever 
lowered  over  our  Asiatic  possessions. 

But,  it  may  be  said,  and  we  think 
it  has  been  abundantly  explained,  that 
so  far  from  being  a  passive  sufferer,  he 
has  been  every  where  the  active  assail- 
ant ;  that  instead  of  contenting  him- 
self with  administering  the  acknow- 
ledged authorities  in  his  hands,  he 
has  drawn  forth  doubtful,  and  the 
most  offensive  powers ;  thereby  exas- 
perating the  general  mind,  and  endan- 
gering the  public  interests  ;,at  no  time 
opposed,  until  they  had  been  onfor- 
tonately  blended  with  the  personal 
conduct  of  the  governor ;  that  he  had 
pushed  the  civil  power  to  an  excess, 
that  might  defy  military  opposition ; 
but  that  he  had  not,  at  the  ripest 
period  of  revolt,  the  pretence  even 
of  military  encroachment  ^  that  he 
had  resorted  to  the  most  rash  and 
qoestionabljB  measures,  in  a  most  des- 
perate case;  produced  by  his  own  im- 
p<^cy«  and  Continued  by  a  temerity  and 
obstinacy  almost  without  a  parallel. 
Of  the  fufiiciency  of  which  measures, 
to  their  end,  there  if  no  opportunity 


of  jtidglng,  since  they  never  were 
carried  into  practical  ^fect;  thopgh, 
in  the  very  preparation  for  the  intro*  , 
duction  of  them,  the  life-principle 
of  the  Native  army,  and  through  it, 
the  great  support  of  our  Indian  inte* 
rests,  has  received  a  stab,  from  which 
it  now  languishes,  and  ultimately  ma/ 
die. 

If,  as  it  has  been  contended  by  the 
advocates  of  the  cause  of  Sh:  Geoige 
Barlow,  he  had  been  more  sinned 
against  than  sinning,  if  he  had  had 
to  encounter  a  host  of  bad  passions, 
drawn  out  in  array  against  him,  vnth* 
out  any  pretence  of  agitation  from 
without}  such  a  contention  would 
have  assured  to  him  the  best  wishes 
and  aid  of  every  well-ordered  mind, 
for  the  subjection  of  such  a  conspi- 
racy, and  the  fair  triumph  resulting 
firora  it.  But,  whatever  may  be  tlio 
$uccess  of  the  contest,  which  is  raised 
by  the  exercise  of  an  arbitrary,  and 
therefore,  in  British  conception,  « 
most  oppressive  power,  figgravated  by 
the  frequency,  and  the  severity  of 
its  application  j  whatever  may  be  ther 
energies,  and,  in  another  quatiel, 
whatever  might  be  the  supposed  vir* 
tues  displayed  in  the  process  of  the 
irritation,  or  in  the  result  of  it  5  these 
with  all  lose  their  respect,  if  net 
their  character,  in  consideration  of 
the  miserable  cause,  in  which  they 
are  exhibited.  He  would  seem  to 
have  little  of  the  wisdom  of  a  sound 
politician,  or  of  the  better  feelings 
of  man,  who  can  stir  a  community, 
by  the  adoption  of,  and  perseverance 
in,  an  obnoxious  system,  first  to  mad- 
ness, and  eventually  to  despair,witlK)ut 
manifesting  a  spark  of  remorse,  a 
scini  illation  of  mercy  or  forbearance, 
to  subdue  the  passions  put  in  motion, 
and  out  of  their  due  course,  by  his 
own  acts  j  and  when  they  cannot  ^)e 
reduced  into  order  and  place,  even 
though  the  agitated  bosoms  that  con- 
ceive them  should  beat  with  a  cor* 
respondent  throb,  without  inducing 
a  chastisement  as  extreme  as  the  se- 
verest punishment  attendant  on  com- 
bated and  subdued  aggression. 

It  will  not  be  imagined  ^that,  in 
questioning  the  policy  of  Sir  G.  Bare 
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low,  we  are  pleading  the  cau^  pf 
revolt,  pr  affording  an  indirect  encou- 
ragement to  insubordination.  This 
is  not  a  season,  nor  place,  for  asserting 
principles,  that  older  and  wiser  audio- 
rities  have  contended  for,  and  have 
conceived  that  thej  have  successfully 
maintained. 

In  the  proportion  of  our  just  admi- 
^  ration  of  the  fidelity,  the  discipline, 
the  devotion  of  the  Madras  army, 
shewn  in  how  many  and  how  brilliant 
instances,  to  the  benefit  and  glory  of 
the  states  in  that  sapae  degree  do 
we  feel  mortified,  that,  having  dis- 
played so  much  courage,  and  so  much 
constancy  against  a  ccbstitutional  foe, 
they  should  have  been  betrayed,  in 
an  evil  hour,  and  evil  temper,  into 
an  illegitimate  hostility,  whatever 
might  have  been  the  motive  and  what- 
ever the  provocation  to  it.  What  a 
reputation  might  it  not  have  maintain- 
ed, what  accession  of  glory  acquired. 
if  it  could  have  manifested  a  little, 
and  but  a  little,  more  of  that  endu^ 
rance^  in  its  own  cause,  which  it  had 
again  and  again  demopstrated  in  others : 
if  it  had  not  suffered  its  weakness 
to  be  converted  into  the  strength,  the 
only  seeming,  but  unreal,  strength 
of  its  adversary.  But  more  refined 
notions  should  not  be  entertained  of 
humanity,  than  its  gross  and  frail  com- 
position will  readily  admit. 

The  failure  and  the  sofierings  have 
been  on  the  part  of  the  army  solely  ; 
and  if  we  should,  on  that  account. 
abstain  fkim  observation  that  might 
sound  like  a  reproach,  our  forbearance 
roust  be  ascribed,  not  tq  any  blindness 
to  its  errors,  but  sympathy  for  iu 
lufFerings. 

The  army  appears  to  have  been  dri- 
ven from  one  excess.to  another,  with- 
out reflecting  on  the  end  to  which 
its  acts  are  hurrying,  or  the  means  for 


the  attainment  of  it.  If  it  had  a  pre* 
cise  object  at  any  time  in  view,  the 
possession  of  it  depended,  not  as 
it  should  seem,  on  its  own  power. 
But  on  the  will  and  permission  (k 
another.  It  miscalculates,  on  the 
force  of  its  appearance  and  pdBitioD 
for  the  apcomplishment  of  its  de- 
sign,  overlooking  the  obstacles  to  be 
encountered  in  the  temper  and  ob- 
stinacy of  its  opponent.  It  commits 
the  same  fatal  error,  observable  in 
the  conduct  of  the  government,  in 
resorting  at  once  to  extremities,  leav- 
ing no  intermediate  measure,  nor  any 
resource  beyond  it, which  it  dares  in  the 
worst  of  times  to  contemplate. 

But  whether  the  error,  on  the  oe 
side  or  the  otl^er,  be  more  unnatural 
or  more  abundant,  it  is  the  duty  of 
those,  who  watch  over  our  Indian  in- 
terests to  controul  and  check  its  course. 
If  materials  are  not  sufficiently  before 
them,  for  expressing  a  mature  judg- 
ment on  the  causes  and  circumstances 
of  the  revolt,  enough  is  in  their  hands, 
without  waiting  for  further  information 
indicative  of  the  general  feeling,  and 
of  the  impatience  of  society,  under  the 
controul  of  men,  who  know  not  how 
to  blend  with  the  weighty  powers 
of  government,  moderation  in  their 
use,  or  grace  in  their  application  ^ 
who  have  converted,  by  their  ill-dis- 
played severity,  cheerml  allegiance 
into  a  sullen  duty,  and  have  rendered 
themselves  incapable  of  any  great  or 
good  achievement,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  affairs  confided  to  them,  by 
damping  and  depressing  the  ardour, 
by  which  alone  it  can  be  produced. 

Can  there  be  a  moment's  question 
of  the  policy  to  be  pursued  ?  a  doubt 
of  the  responsibility  of  those,  who 
shall  fail  to  embrace  the  £rst  oppor- 
tunity of  solving  it  by  a  prompt  and 
decbive  act? 
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CHAPTER  V. 


New  arrangements  proposed  and  adopted  ip  the  military  department  at  the  India  Koose— • 
and  in  the  Examiner's  office— Institution  of  a  school  for  the  education  of  cadets,  of  th« . 
artillery  and  engineer  corps — increase  of  pension  voted  to  Mr.  Lacam— and  an  annuity 
of  1,300L  to  Sir  J.  Macpherson— inquiries  into  the  abuse  of  the  patronage  of  the  court 
of  directors. 


Thb  occQirence^  at  hoine>  connected 
with«  or  growing  out  of  the  adminrs- 
tratioo  of  our  Indian  af&irs^  were  not> 
in  the  present  year,  very  numerous, 
but  not  uninteresting. 

Some  improvements  were  suggested 
by  tbe  directors^  and  adopted  by  the 
proprietors,  for  giving  facility  to  the 
dispatch  of  business  in  the  military 
department  at  the  India-house,  and  in 
the  examiner's  office:  these  consisted 
in  tbe  proposed  appointment  of  a  mili- 
tary secretary,  and  two  assistant  secre- 
taries in    the    offipe    kst-mentioned. 
Tbe  gentlemen,  nominated  to  fill  the 
new  offices,  were  chosen,  contrary  to 
tbe  practice  before    obtaining,  from 
society  at  large,  and  not  from  among 
tbe  ^rvants  of  the  company  on  their 
establishment    in  Leadenhall    Street. 
Tbe  supersession  of  the  claims  of  tbe 
latter  gentlemen  eicited  at  first  some 
opposition  to  tbe  appointments,    but 
it  was  neither  violent  nor  continued, 
but  withdrawn  on  an  explanation  of 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  arrangements, 
of  tbe  qualities  requisite  for  3ie  fulfil- 
ment of  them,  and  of  the  intention  of 
die  directors  not  to  convert  the  present 
measure  into  a  precedent,  so  as  to  bar 
the  prospects  of  the  house-ser\*ant8  to 
•ocoeed,  on  a  vacancy,  to  tbe  offices. 
It  may  reasonably  be  expected,  that 
the  activity  and  zeal  of  the  officers,  so 
•ipeciAlljr  cboaeo/  may  not  gnly  justify 


tbe  deviation  firom  the  custom  of  the 
service,  but  sustain  tbe  credit  of  those 
with  whom  the  measure  originated. 
The  public  will  then  have  the  full 
benefit  of  tbe  cbange,  in  a  prompt 
and  expeditious  decision,  in  the  cases 
of  military  suitors,  who  can  ill  sustain 
the  evils  an(^  inconveniences,  from 
awaiting,  in  protracted  bope^^  the  plea- 
sure of  the  court  on  the  steps  of  the  In*, 
dia  house. 

An  useful  institution  was  also  pro- 
posed, and  favoured  by  tbe  same  au- 
thorities, for  the  education  of  cadets - 
in  the  service  of  the  company,  in 
the  corps  of  artillery  and  en^eers. 
A  hint,  too,  was  thrown  out,  of  mak- 
ing the  system  applicable  to  the  gene- 
ral service,  to  whicb  some  exception 
might  be  offered  not  only  on  tbe  score 
of  expense,  but  of  the  doubt  of  the 
advantage  of  a  systematic  course  of 
education  to  the  service  at  large.  But 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  enter  on  this 
subject,  when  the  enlarged  plan  may 
be  submitted. 

It  will  be  seen  firom  tbe  proceedings 
at  the  India  house,  that  the  court  of 
proprietors  have  voted  an  increase  of 
pension  to  Mr.  Lacam  for  preceding 
services,  and  an  annuity  of  lOOOl.  per 
annum  to  Sir  J.  Macpherson,  for- 
merly govemor«general  of  India.  If 
these  marks  of  attention  were  merited, 
of  which  there  can  be  little  doubt,  the 
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acknowledgment  would  seem  to  be 
tardy,  and  the  manner  of  it  ungracious. 
The  annuity  to  Sir  J.  Macpberson  ap- 
pears too  much  in  the  nature  of  a  bar* 
gain,  to  shew  like  liberality. 

The  most  important  discussion  that 
pccupied  the  attention  of  the  court  of 
directors,  imd  the  body  of  the  proprie* 
tors,  arose  out  of  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  re* 
lative  to  the  abuse  of  patronage  in  the 
company's  civil  and  military  service ; 
which  ended  in  a  reilolution  of  the 
executive  to  annul  the  whole  of  the 
appointments  obtained  by  corrupt 
means. 

But  when  tl^kt  proceeding  came  to 
be  publicly  considered  and  reflected 
upon,  it  seemed  a  punishment  equally 
excessive  and  misapplied.  The  persons 
"whe  had  received  the  appointments, 
wefe  generally,  if  not  universally,  un- 
conscious of  the  means  by  which  they 
were  proccn-ed.  There  was  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  they  were  not  persons 
of  as  honourable  character,  and  as 
likely  to  prove  faithful  and  meritorious 
servants,  as  any  in  the  company's  em- 
ployment. To  recal  them  from  India, 
arid  to  send  them  destitute  and  stigma- 
tized upon  the  world,  was  a  measure 
too  cruel  to  accord  with  that  noble  and 
generous  principle  of  doing  justice  in 
mercy,  which  is  so  interwoven  with  the 
feelings  of  Briions,  that  they  have  made 
it  a  part  of  the  sworn  duty  of  then- 
sovereign,  and  one  of  the  indispensible 
conditions  upon  which  he  holds  his 
crown.  To  animadvert  with  such  im- 
moderate and  implacable  severity, 
upon  transactions,  which,  though  cer- 
tainly prohibited  by  resolutions  repeat- 
edly published  in  the  London  Gazette 
and  the  daily  newspapers,  were  as 
certainly  known  to  be  daily  practised 
without  exciting  any  of  that  outrageous 
virtue,  which  would  cut  off,  without 
remorse,  all  that  had  been  visited  by 
the  taint,  however  slightly,  and  how- 
ever uncorisciously*— this  extravagant 
punishment  of  what  bad  passed,  and 
had  passed  by  unnoticed,  at  the  time 
when  it  wa^  actually  done,  and  that  in 
so  rank  a  manner  as  almost  to  ••  smell 
to  heaven,"  appeared  an  unchristian 
want  of  charity, and  a  puritanical  pecse* 


cution  striving  to  satisfy  the  public  b] 
the  sacrifice  of  the  humble  for  tlu 
guilt  of  the  great  -,  who  it  was  intended 
to  abstract  from  the  penalties  of  sham^ 
an!  degradation,  that  ought  to  attaci 
to  them  in  a  tenfold  proportion. 

These  considerations,  and  the  feel< 
ings   that    gave  rise    to  them,    wen 
strengthened,  when  it  was  found,  thai 
of  the  two  directors  whose  appoint 
ments   were  made  matter  of  corrapi 
tratiic,  the  one  still  connected  with  th< 
Ea«t  India  house,  but  now  out   of  thi 
immediate  direction  by  rotation,   wa^ 
recommended    to    the  proprietors    ol 
East  India  stock  for  re-election  on  tbe 
ground  that  he  was  in  the  opinion  oi 
the  acting  directors  unconscious  of  the 
corrupt  traffic  made  of  his  nominationii 
by  the  friend  to   whom  he  gave  tbe 
nomination.     "  Why,  it  was  asked, 
did  the  directors  plead  ignorance  as  an 
excuse  for  a  brother  director,    wbeei 
they  refused  to  admit  it  as  an  excuse 
for  a  few  cadets  and  writers  ?  Was  a 
man  of  the    experience  and   known 
talents  necessary  for  so  high  a  statioft 
to  be  supposed  innocent  and  unsuspect- 
ing, and  therefore  liable  to  be  imposed 
upon  ;  while  these  young  men,  ignorant 
of  the  world,  and  just  then  brought 
from  their  schools,  to  be  introduced 
into  life   by  their  parents    or    guar- 
dians,   could  not  be  supposed  ntiac- 
quainted  with  the  corrupt  means    bj 
which    their  appointments  had  been 
procured  ?  or,  snpt>osing  both  equally 
unconscious,  was  the  appoiutment  to  bo 
so  penally  visited  upon  him  who  un- 
consciously received   it  as  to    require 
that  he  should  be  turned  forth,  unpro- 
vided for  and  disgraced,  while  be  tha^ 
gave  it,  should  be  held  so  blameie^  as 
to  be  recommended  to  fresh  marks  of 
the  company's  confidence,  and  to  a  re- 
newal of  the  highest  trust  the  proprie- 
tors had  to  bestow  ? 

The  uneoual  application  of  the  seve- 
rity ,and  the  mdolgence  in  these  circum«> 
stances,  appeared  to  every  commod. 
understanding  to  be  the  very  reverse  oi 
the  jtistice  of  the  case,  as  well  as  of  tbe 
general  practice  of  our  law,  which 
shews  lenity  10  the  young,  who  may" 
have  been  misled  in  the  offisnce,  said 
whose  tcndoi  age  is  susceptible  of  le* 
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form,  while  it  gives  less  indalgence  to 
(hat  settled  age  which  is  less  prone  to 
influence,  and  less  capable  of  being  re« 
caiied  frono  error  when  it  has  once 
Allien  into  it.  The  general  ibclination 
of  the  public  iniod  was,  therefore,  to 
punish  the  directors,  but  to  pass  an 
amnesty  in  favor  of  the  writers  aild 
cadets. 

The  arguments  and  wishes  on  be- 
half of  these  devo  ed  persons  were 
urged  strongly  and  pertinaciously.  The 
public  papers,  and  pablic  nneetings, 
produced  evety  dav  the  roost  forcible 
an  i  pathetic  apptaU  both  to  the  direc- 
tors iheujsv^Ufs,  and  from  them  to  the 
proprietors  ot  Kast  India  stock,  to  the 
pariiaineiit;  and  to  the  people.  The 
proprietors  of  East  India  stock,  in  a 
resolution  of  their  general  coart^ 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sansom, 
one  of  the  roost  eminent,  auU  iiiost 
rehpectable  merchants  of  the  city  of 
London,  recommended  to  the  directors 
to  re- consider  the  resoiuiioh  of  dismis- 
sal which  tl>ey  had  originally  passed 
against  the  young  men.  But  this  re- 
commendation of  the  proprietors, 
though  it  led  to  the  re-consideration  of 
the  question,  did  not  influence  them  ei- 
ther to  rescind  or  mitigate  thai  resolu- 
tion of  dismissal.  This  obstinacy  of  the 
directors  in  enforcing  punishment, 
where  the  proprietors  wished  them  to 
shew  lenity,  operated  to  confirm  the 
proprietors  in  their  determi tuition  to 
animad\iert  with  severity  upon  the 
director  whom  the  court  wished  to 
restore.  Mr  Thelluson  was,  after- 
wards, excluded  from  the  direction  by  a 
large  majority  of  the  proprietors,  not- 
wiihsiandmg  the  effort  of  the  direc- 
tors in  his  favour  3  and  James  Daniell, 
Esq.  formerly  captain  of  one  of  the 
company's  ships,  was  elected  in  his 
place ;  in  the  same  manner  that  Mr. 
Devaynes,  the  other  director,  now  pub- 
licly implicated  after  his  death,  had 
on  a  former  occasion  been  ex-  luded  by 
the  general  sense  of  the  proprietors. 
The  case  of  the  young  n  en  came 
again  to  be  considered  in  the  court  of 
proprietors,  when  the  same  perseve- 
rance was  shewn  by  the  dinctors  in 
maintaioing  the  dismissal.    An  appeal 


was  made  to  the  sense  of  the  House 
of  Commons^  towards  the  close  of  the 
session,-  in  a  motion  brought  forward 
by  Sir  Thomas  burton;  but  the  result 
was  equally  anfavourable.  Mr.  Dun- 
das,  president  of  the  board  of  con^ 
troul,  contending  that  the  law  was 
imperative  in  enjoining  dismissal;  in 
which  opinion,  the  sense  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  members  present  went  witb 
him.  The  perseverance  of  Che  advo« 
cates  of  foipveness  and  amnesty, 
among  the  proprietors,  prevailed  how- 
ever, ultimately,  thus  far  with  the 
directors,  as  to  induce  them  to  allow 
the  persons  dismissed,  with  .one  or  two 
eKceptions  in  the  most  culpable  cases, 
to  be  subsequently  re-appointed,  sub- 
ject to  the  pleasure  of  the  court  oC 
proprietors,  by  any  directors  who 
might  be,  severally,  so  far  interested 
in  their  behalf,  but  without  any  obli- 
gatii^n  on  the  court  generally  to  give 
them  appointments.  There  is  rea^n 
to  think,  however,  that  time  and 
circumstances  contributed  generall/ 
and  fully,  though  silently,  to  carrjr 
into  effect  the  wishes  and  judgment  of 
the  proprietors  and  the  public ;  fior  we 
do  not  find,  that  the  geneml  dismissal 
has  uken  place.  Indeed,  it  would 
have*  been  attended  with  extreme  ^- 
convenience,  as,  in  some  instances, 
those,  who  would  be  immediately  af- 
fected by  it,  wer^  among  the  most 
promising  and  meritorious  servants  of 
their  rank  that  the  company  had* 
Interest,  therefore,  probably,  came  in 
aid  of  mercy,  and  drew  forth  that 
lenity  for  which  the  most  pathetic  ap- 
peals were  previously  made  to  no  pur<^ 
pose.  Every  public  end  was  indeed 
completely  answered  by  the  measures 
of  security,  adopted  on  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Randal  Jackson,  to  prevent 
appointments  in  the  company's  service 
from  being  made  in  future  through 
pecuniary  considerations  or  means  j 
and  an  amnesty  could  not  fall  to  prove 
practically  the  wisest  provision  with 
respect  to  the  past. 

We  are  not  aware  of  any  6ther  oc- 
currenoe,  in  the  course  of  thisjrear,  en- 
titled to  particular  notice  in  the  histo- 
rical part  of  tbis  work. .  , 
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^£NOAL  Occurrences  for  January,   180^. 


)a»uaiy  24. — Letters  have  been 
received  from  the  »uite  of  the  honour- 
able Iklr.  Elpbiustonc,  ambassador  to 
the  court  of  Cabu),  dated  on  the 
i2th  uliinao^  from  the  ancient  city 
of  MooUan^  within  about  fiix  miles 
of  the  banks  of  the  Ravee>  or  Hy- 
daspes.  The  embassy  had  quitted 
Bhaweipore  on  the  ^th^  and  reached 
Modtan  after  a  march  of  hve  days. 
The  health  of  the  escort>  which 
bad  sutler ed  severely  daring  the 
Slay  at  Beykaneer^  and  the  p-as- 
lage  of  the  desert  (an  inteival  al- 
together of  about  five  weeks)  had 
been  entirely  re-established,  from 
the  time  of  its  entrance  into 
the  cultivated  country.  I'hese  ac*- 
counts  bear  witness  to  the  marked 
civility  and  kindness  which  the  em- 
bassy had  exj^rienced  from  all  the 
chieftains,  whose  territories  they  had 
passed  :  and  particularly  from  the  Sou- 
bahpf  Mooitan,  at  whose  capital  they 
eipected  to  remain  for  about  ten 
days.  The  novel  appearance  of  a 
band  of  Europeans,  in  that  coun- 
try, naturally  excited  much  curiosity 
a«H)ng  the  Afghans  5  and  the  crowd 
of  gazers  is  said  to  liave  been  so  great 
on  their  first  arrival,  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  embassy  found  it  ditficult 
to  pass  from  one  teni  to  another*  It 
Wa»  afterwards  deemed  prudent  to 
jHJta  stop  to  all  further  intrusion,  by 
surrounding  the  camp  with  kanaut^. 

By  the  latest  accounts  from  the 
Court  it  appears  that  SuUan-ul  Mooik 
was  OD  his  progress;  to  Paisliawar. 
This  movement,  to  which  had  been  as- 
cribed an  inteotioti  oi  invaUiiig  C  xAi- 
tnere,  appears  now  to  be  Imputable 
Id  no  other  auxilii  thaa  a  d^re  gf 
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passing  thfe  winlel*  months  in  a  mildct' 
climate  than  is  to  be  found  amon^ 
the  mountains  of  Candahar.  The  em^ 
bassy  were  in  daily  expectance  of  re* 
ceiving  an  invitation  to  meet  the  King 
at  Paishawar,  where  it  was  supposed 
they  would  arrive  about  the  middle  of 
January. 

A  i-eport  was  prevalent  at  Mooltan, 
W'hen  these  accounts  ,  came  away; 
that  th^  king  of  Persia  had  ient  tw<A 
of  his  bi others  to  Cabul,  to  endeavour 
to  negotiate  a  peace. 

In  the  course  o{  last  week,  let- 
ters had  been  received  from  thd 
gentlcmeri  of  Mr.  Elphinstone'a 
mission,  extending  down  to  ijie  27 ih 
nkiaio.  At  that  time  they  remained 
eticamped  near  Misee,  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Chunaub,  or  Acesines — 
which  river  they  had  crossed  from 
Rajghaut,  a  few  days  before.  I'hey 
were  still  without  any  direct  advicea 
from  the  court  j  nor  did  they  evert 
know  any  thing  certain  respecting 
the  situation  or  movements  of  the 
Suhan.  While  some  reports  repre- 
srnted  him  as  proceeding  on  his  jour- 
ney towards  Paishawar  ;  according  to 
others,  he  had  returned  to  Candahar. 
The  embassy,  however,  ^as  to  marck 
again  upon  thti  2i}lh,  and  expected  lo 
cross  the  Indus  about  the  2d  January. 
The  roads  in  the  direction  of  Cabul> 
at  the  distance  of  about:. an  hundred 
miles  from  the  place  of  c:.campinent> 
being  reiulei.-d  impassable  at  .iii.n 
season  by  uie  snow,  it  was  hoped  that 
they  wov.id  hud  ilic  king  at  Paishawar. 
Ali  iliev'  Icucjs  represent  tlie  climate, 
of  M'x^Uan  as  moat  delighi/ul.  Ibe 
thermoaieter  at  sun-rise  had  beea  sa 
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risen  higher  than  7^  degrees.  Edro- 
pean  vegetables,  and  some  of  the  En- 
ropean  fruits,  were  to  be  had  in  abun- 
dance. The  Acesines  (which  name 
seems  to  be  given  in  the  letters  t6  the 
united  streams  of  the  three  rivers, 
Ravee,  Beva,  and  Chunaub)  is  one 
mile,  one  furlong,  and  1S5  yards  in 
breadth  from  bank  to  bank,  at  the 
place  where  the  mission  was  encamped. 
The  breadth  of  the  stream  below  the 
ghaut,  at  that  season,  did  not  exceed 
350  yards. 

An  European  deserter  from  the 
company's  provinces,  named  John 
Pensley,  had  lately  come  into  the 
camp,  who  stated  that  he  had  been 
two  or  three  years  in  the  service  of 
the  nawaub  Moozuflfer  Khan,  and  that 
there  were  two  others  of  his  comrades 
in  the  same  situation,  and  a  third  who 
was  kept  in  confinement  at  Minkeree, 
bv  Mohammed  Khan.  They  received  an 
allowance  of  sixty  rupees  per  month, 
and  lived  very  comfortably  with  their 
wives  in  the  fort  of  Sujabad,  about 
eighteen  miles  distant  from  Mooltan. 
Pensley  wore  the  Hindoostanee  dress, 
and  had  all  the  appearance  of  anative. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  embassy  were 
carefully  cherishing  their  mustachoes  -, 
the  want  of  that  essential  appendage 
of  manhood  being  considered  in  a  very 
equivocal  light  among  a  people  purely 
Asiatic. 

It  is  said,  that  the  novel  appear- 
ance of  so  formidable  a  body  of  stran- 
gers had  at  first  excited  some  little 
uneasiness  among  the  Afghans.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  villages  on  their 
route  had  removed  into  the  larger  towns, 
and  the  nawaub  ^  of  Mooltan  (who,  it 
seems,  is  not  in  the  good  graces  of 
bis  sovereign)  conceived  a«  apprehen- 
sion that  they  meant  to  seize  his  fort, 
for  the  behoof  of  the  king  of  Canda- 
har.  These  fears,  however,  were  soon 
dissipated:  and  though  the  nawaub 
took  the  precaution  of  doubling  his 
garrison,  and  shutting  up  his  towns, 
he  conducted  himself  towards  the  em- 
bassy with  great  politeness  and  hos- 
pitality. 

JANUA.RY  25.  —  This  day  a  vice- 
admiralty  oourt  was  held  before  the 


,  honourable  Sir  H.  RusseU^  commis* 
sary. 

'  Mr.  Ferguson  appeared  on  bdialf  of 
the  crbwn  5  and,  after  briefly  re- 
capitulating the  principal  aliegatioos, 
prayed  for  condemnation  of  the  Copen- 
hagen, as  a  droit  of  admiralty.  Mr. 
Lewin  opened  the  case  in  like  manner 
on  the  part  of  the  captors. 

Mr.  Strettell,  the  king's  advocate, 
observed,  after  the  detailed  expositicn 
which    he    had    given    on     a    for- 
mer day,  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for    him  to  enter  minutely  into  the 
various  recorded  cases  by   whidi  he 
was  supported,    in    praying    for  the 
adjudication  of  this  ship  to  the  Kit^, 
in  virtue  of  his  ofifice  of  lord    hi^ 
admiral.      This-  was  the  case  of    a 
vessel,  avowedly  Danish,  which  had 
entered  a  British  port  voluntarily,  in 
ignorance  of  the  war^  which  at  that 
time  subsisted  between  Great  Britain 
and  Denmark  ;  and  which,  on  advice 
of  the  war,  had  there  been  seized.    It 
was  difficult  to   imagine  upon  what 
grounds    it  could  be  contended  that 
she  was  any  other  than   a    droit  of 
admiralty.      The   only  question  that 
could  come  into  debate  was,  whether 
the  rights  of  the  admiral  were  divest- 
ed, by  the  circumstance  of  the  cap- 
ture having  been   made  by  a  commis- 
sioned ship.     The  Copenhagen  bad 
come  into  port^  not  knowing  of  the  war. 
She  was,  therefore,  precisely  in    that 
situation    in  which,    by  the  positive 
provisions  of  the  order,  the  rights  of 
the '  admiral    were     received.    The 
phrase  indeed  of  the  order  was  "  ships 
coming  into  port,    not     knowing   of 
the  war;"     but,    by    the    universal 
consent  of  lawyers,  the  word  coming, 
in  this  clause,  was  received  as  synoBj- 
mous  with  coine.     Such  was  the  inter- 
pretaiion   affixed  to  it  by  the  custom 
of   language,  and   recpgnized  by  Sir 
William  Scott,  in  his  judgment  in  the 
case  of   the    Rebecca.     If  the   ship 
came  into  port  voluntarily,  it  matter^ 
nbthing  whether  slie  was   seized  im- 
mediately on  her  entrance,  or  not  un- 
til after  an  interval  had  elapsed.    No 
objection,  therefore,  to  the  claim  of  the 
admiral  could  ba  fauadedoQ  thectr- 
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comstance  of  a  period  of  time  having 
intervened  between  the  arrival  of 
the  Copenhagen  and  her  detention. 
Nor,  indeed,  conld  he  imagine 
any.  possible  objection,  which  could 
be  started  on  the  part  of  the  captors, — 
unless  they  were  prepared  to  say, 
that  the  order  in  council  was  riot 
tneant  to  extend  at  all  to  captures 
raade  by  Kings  ships.  Upon  that 
point,  however,  the  case  of  the  Odin, 
of  which  so  much  had  been  said  on 
a  former  day,  was  in  his  opinion  con- 
clusive. The  question  in  this  case, 
he  contended,  did  not  in  the  smallest 
degree  turn  upon  the  circumstance  of 
the  capture  having  been  made  by  a 
commissioned  or  a  non-commissioned 
captor.  On  the  contrary,  in  the 
whole  cowse  of  the  argument,  not 
a  single  observation  upon  that  point 
had  fallen  either  from  the  court 
or  from  the  barj  nor  had  the 
name  of  the  governor  of  St.  Helena 
once  been  introduced,  with  a  view 
to  his  official  character,  as  not  hold- 
ing a  commission  from  the  crown. 
The  only  subject  of  debate  was,  whe- 
ther the  vessel  had  been  taken  in  port 
or  out  of  port : — and  this  when  the 
case  was  decidedly  one  of  a  capture  by 
a  commissioned  ship.  If  the  rights 
of  the  admiral  to  a  prize,  taken  in 
harbour,  had  been  divested  by  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  captor's  being  a 
comnjissioned  officer,  no  such  discus- 
sion could  ever  have  taken  place ; — 
the  Odin  was  taken  by  the  King's 
ship.  Trusty,  and  it  could  not  then  have 
been  a  matter  of  any  consequence, 
whether  she  was  taken  within  or  with- 
out the  port  of  St.  Helena.  In  like 
manner,  in  the  case  of  the  Gertruda, 
detained  by  a  King's  ship  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  soon  after  the  surren- 
d^  of  that  colony  in  the  last  war. 
Sir  William  Scott  had  entered  into  a 
very  elaborate  argument  on  the 
question  of  droit  or  prize  5— *yet  not 
a  single  word  had  escaped  him,  as 
to  the  capture  having  been  made 
by  a  commissioned  officer,  From  the 
whole,  it  was  to  be  inferred,  that  the 
order  in  council,  of  Charles  the  Second, 
did  not,  comprehend  ^il  the  cases  to 
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which  the  rights  of  the  admiral  ex- 
tended 5  but  that  it  was  perftctly  suffix 
cient,  if  such  rights  had  been  sanc- 
tioned by  prescription.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  that,  in  the  present  instance, 
the  court  would  adjudge  the  Copen- 
hagen to  be  a  droit. 

Part  of  the  preparatory  examinations 
having  first  been  read  by  the  King's 
proctor,  Mr.  Ferguson  followed  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  on  the  part  of  the  cap- 
tors, said,  he  had  no  inteniion  what- 
ever of  combating  the  proposition,  that 
an  enemy's  ship  taken  in  a  British, 
port,  during  the  time  of  hostilities,  was 
a  droit  of  admiralty.  His  argument 
was  founded  on  the  express  wor^s  of 
the  order  in  council.  To  constitute  the 
admiral's  right,  that  instrument  requi- 
red, that  the  ship  should  be  taken, 
within  some  port,  creek,  or  road  of  the 
Biilibh  dominions.  Now,  he  meant  to 
contend,  that,  at  the  time  of  her  cap- 
ture, the  Copenhagen  was  not  withii^ 
any  such  port,  creek,  or  road.  Tiiere 
was  more  than  one  reason  why  the 
river  Hoogley  could  not  be  considered 
as  coming  under  either  of  these  de- 
scriptions. In  reference  to  a  Danish 
ship  passing  to  Serampore,  the  Hoogley 
was  as  a  common  water, — common  to 
the  vessels  of  all  nations,  who  possess- 
ed settlements  .  upon  its  banks.  This 
ship  (the  Copenhagen)  had  entered  this 
common  water,  on  a  voyage  strictly 
Danish;  she  had  come  consigned  to 
the  Danish  factory  at  Serampore  j  and 
had  held  no  commercial  dealings  du- 
ring her  stay,  except  yf'nh  that  factory. 
She  was  lying,  by  mere  accident,  at 
Culpee,  at  the  time  of  her  seizure } 
but,  during  the  whole  antecedent  pe- 
riod, there  had  been  no  communication 
whatever  between  her  and  Calcutta. 
What  were  the  precise  limits  of  the 
port  of  Calcutta,  the  court  might  not 
perhaps  be  competent,  without  evi- 
dence, to  determine; — but,  if  he  was 
not  much  mistaken,  according  to  the 
general  sense  of  the  word,  it  termi- 
nated at  Diamond  harbour.  The  whole 
lei  gtb  of  a  river  was  not  necessarily 
a  port,  nor  did  it  necessarily  come 
under  the  aijnjir^^s  j^H^f^pj  and  if 
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this  were  a  fit  subject  for  reasoning  at 
a)l|  lie  might  fairly  contend,  that  the  ad- 
rniral's  rights  were  only  co-extensive 
with  his  duties.  Here  Mr.  Smith  read 
to  the  court  the  definition  given  bj 
lord  Hale,  of  a  port,  a  creek,  and  a 
road,  as  distinguished  from  a  haven. 
A  haven  was  the  work  of  nature  j  4t 
was  simply  a  place  of  safe  riding  for 
ships ;  while  a  port  had  certain  civil 
appurtenances  and  works  attached  to  it, 
^s  franchise,  customs,  warehouses, 
quays,  wharfs,  cranes,  &rc.  A  creek 
^as  an  iplet  of  salt  water  into  the 
land,  and  constituted  a  sort  of  subor- 
dinate pott,— where  inferior  custom- 
house officers  were  stationed,  subject 
tt>  the  authority  of  the  otficers  at  the 
principal  port :— -such,  for  example, 
wefe  the  small  harbours  about  the  en- 
trance of  the  river  Thames.  A  road- 
•tead,  again,  was  an  open  place  of  an- 
thorage,  where  vessels  were  in  the  use 
of  taking  in  and  discharging  their  car- 
ffoes.  Now  Culpee  could  not  be  sty- 
led a  creek,— as  thera  was  no  inlet 
there  of  the  salt  water  into  the  land. 
It  manifestly  was  not  a  roadstead ; 
Neither,  without  evidence,  could  it  be 
called  a  port.  Jt  might,  perhaps,  pro- 
perly enough  be  styled  a  haven — But 
that  did  not  bring  it  within  the  limits 
bf  the  admirtil's  commission.  The 
admiral's  business  was  to  keep  guard 
and  watch  over  the  cstia  regni,-^ 
tjie  ports  oi  the  realm  strictly  so  called. 
This  was  the  express  purpose  of  his 
office  }  and  to  this  his  privileges  were 
attached.  Beyond  the  limits  of  these 
ports,  his  walcli  did  not  extend  ;  and 
the  presumption  was,  that  by  the  same 
limits,  the  divisions  of  the  prey  be- 
tween him  and  the  king  was  regulated. 
From  the  definitions  of  lord  Hale,,, 
and  from  his  account  of  the  functions  ^ 
of  the  lord  high  admiral,  it  clearly^ 
followed,  that  an  enemy's  ship  cap- 
tured#  while  in  the  act  of  sailing  up 
theThames,bya  Brittt»h  cruizer,  would 
Dot  be  a  droit  of  admiralty ;  neither, 
Upon  the  same  principle,  could  the 
'  Copenhagen  be  a  droit  of  admiralty. 
£ut,  whatever  may  be  the  limits  of  the 
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which^  I  conteive,  tnxxii  necd^ 
sarily  preclude  Ihe  court  from  pro- 
nouncing any  place  of -anchorage  in 
the  river  Hoogley,  a  port  of  the  Bri- 
tisii  dominions.  There  are  obvious 
reasons  why  I  should  not  think  of 
setting  up  the  argument,  that  thii 
country  belgngs  to  the  Great  Moghul 
Unquestionably,  usucapio  is  a  suffici- 
ent foundation  for  sovereignty ;  and 
by  virtue  of  that  right  wc  now  hold 
our  territories  in  India.  But  althongh 
tiie  real  dominion  has  thus  passed  to 
us,  it  has  al)  along  been  our  policy, 
cautiously  to  uphold  the  name  and 
semblance  of  the  native  governmentSj 
as  an  useful  instrument  in  our  transac- 
tions with  European  powers  ;  and 
whatever  territories  have  come  into 
our  possession,  we  have  received  them 
with  a  perfect  recognition  of  all  rigbtf 
and  privileges,  which  the  courtesy  of 
their  former  sovereigns  may  have 
granted  to  foreign  nations.  Oar  ac- 
quiescence in  such  privileges  has  been 
further  secured  by  particular  treaties  { 
and  they  must  always  be  considered  a» 
subsisting  until  such  time  as  the  settle* 
ments,  to  which  they  are  attached* 
fall  to  us  by  wap.  Now,  when  th« 
Copenhagen  was  seized,  Serampore  bad 
not  been  taken.  At  the  time  of  hep 
capture,  slie  was  passing  through  tha^ 
common  water,  in  the  riglit  of  navi- 
gating which  she  participated  equall/ 
with  ourselves.  She  was  on  her  homc« 
ward  bound  voyage  to  Copenhagen,— 
a  voyage  exclusively  Danish.  It  it 
clear,  tiierefore,  that,  even  if  tbt 
question  as  to  the  extent  of  the  port  o^ 
Calcutta  should  be  decided  against 
us,  the  capture  cannot  be  said  to  hart 
been  made  in  a  British  port.*' 

Mr.  Stretteil,  after  complimentinj 
Jiis  learned  friend  on  the  ingenuity  ol 
hi*  argument,  proceeded  i^n  reply* 
He  was  rcfuiy  to  admit,  that  then 
was  a  sort  of  community  between  tbt 
British  nation  and  foreign  states,  ia 
the  right  of  navigating  the  rivef 
Hoogley,  so  long  as  peace  subsisted. 
But  the  part  which  foreign  Stales  held 
in  that  right,  was  founded  on  a  grant 
from  the  Native  powers.    Whereas  oof 
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Ilifi  KJfereignty  of  the  country.  The  ex- 
ercise of  that  sovereignty  was,  indeed, 
yested,  for  a  tiipe,  in  the  company  j  but 
the  company  had  no  title,  excepting 
that  which  they  derived  from  the  king, 
who  was  now,  of  course,  the  real  sove- 
reign of  these  dominions.  The  king, 
it  was  true,  had  taken  the  country  as 
he  found  it, — saddled  with  all  its  ex-  . 
jstjng  treaties,  usages,  and  burthens. 
But  what  was  that  to  the  question? 
Tliere  never  had  been  any  sovereignty 
ia  these  foreign  factories;  nor,  althopgh 
we  had  acknowledged  their  existing 
privileges  by  treaty,  had  we  at  all 
enlarged  their  powers.  But  this  ship, 
it  was  said,  was  going  to,  or  coming 
from,  Serampore.  The  privilege  of  a 
foreign  power  in  a  British  port  could 
•  not  possibly  aHect  a  question  between 
the  king  and  his  subject. 

Sir  Henry  Russell.  "  The  ques- 
tion here  to  be  determined,  relates  to 
the  extent  of  the  admiral's  right. 
No  doubt,  in  every  case,  that  right 
ii  to  be  construed  strictly  j  and  the 
more  so,  where  the  exception  is  so 
useful  and  praise-worthy.  It  cannot 
however  be  touched  where  it  bgs  been 
expressly  reserved.  In'  the  present 
case,  the  ship  captured  appears  to  me 
to  be  clearly  a  droit.  I  do  not  know 
whether  Culpee  be  a  part  of  the  port 
of  Calcutta  or  not.  But  I  believe, 
that  a  deliverence  there  is  pretty  nearly 
equivalent  to  a  deliverance  at  Calcutta, 
and  that  duties  are  exacted  and  paid 
there  as  well  ^  at  Calcutta.  Bat, 
tven  though  the  captors  could  prove 
that  Culpee  is  not  a  part  of  the  port 
of  Calcutta,  (hat  would  not  be  sutifi- 
cieni  (qr  their  case.  They  must  say, 
th^t  it  if  r^t  a  port  at*  all.  I  do  not 
see  why  Culpee  should*  not  be  called 
a  port  J  and,  if  it  be  a;  port,  1  am 
sure  it  is  a  British  port,  -for  the  land 
oa  both  aides  is  the  king's.  If  you< 
will  not  allow  it  to  be  a  port,  it  must 
M  least  be  the  fauces  of  a  port,  else 
1  know  no^  what  the  fauces  of  a  port 
mean.  If  it  be  neitlier  of  these,  I 
say  it  is  a  creek  s  for  it  is  an  inlet 
into  the  land,  and  the  salt  water 
Qomes  up  to  it ;  lastly,  if  not  a  creek, 
ksyoud  all  quesiioo  it  ifi  a  roadstead  i 


for  it  is  an  anchoraet,  where  ships 
load  and  unload.  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  here  to  discuss  the  question 
whether  the  sovereignty  exercised 
over  this  river  by  the  British  govern- 
ments amounts  to  an  exclusive  posses* 
sbn,  or  whether  foreign  nations  biv« 
not  a  right  of  way  through  ,it  to  their 
own  settlements.  At  the  time  ther 
ship  in  question  was  seized,  ^e  war 
not  using  her  rigbt  or  way,-7-she  was  , 
using  Culpee  as  a  lading  port.  Beyond 
the  letter  of  the  law,  in , cases  of^  this  • 
descriptit)n,  I  never  wjU"  go.  But 
here  I  am  completely  tied  down  by 
the  express  terms  of  the  order  ii 
council.  The  Copenhagen  came  Into 
a  British  port  voluntarily,  after  hos«« 
tilities  had  commenced,  and  was  there 
seized.  I  should  order  an  enquiry  into 
the  extent  of  the  port  of  Calcutta, 
if  I  thought  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  required  it.  But,  I  can  se« 
no  occasion  for  it  whatever.  Whe- 
ther a  part  of  the  port  of  Calcutta  or . 
otherwise,  Culpee  is  unquestionably 
a  port.  I  adjudge,  therefire,  the  Co- 
penhagen to  he  condemned  as  a  droit 
of  admiralty.** 

Mr.  Smith,  on  the  part  of  the 
captors,  applied  to  the  court  for 
leave  to  appeal  the  case  to  the  high- 
court  of  admiralty,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly c^ranted, 

FoKT  \ViLLiAM,  January  30.— 
The  right  honourable  the  governor- 
general  in  council  has  received  th^ 
satisfactory  intelligence,  that;  a  de- 
tachment of  the  subsid/u^ry^.  force  of 
Hydrabad,  under  thtr-  com^iand  of 
lieutemant  colonel  Doveton.  consist- 
ing of  a  corps  of  horse  arnllery,  two, 
regimepts  of  Native  cavalry,  and 
twelve  .companies  of  Native  infentiT, 
employed  in  the  province  of  Candeish, 
ifi,  the  pursuit  of  the  predatory  force, 
of  the  chiefs,  Mohiput  Row  Holkar, 
Wahid  Alii  Khan,  and  Daudifl  Khat), 
after  a  forced  march  of  nvar  one  hun- 
dred miles,  having  succeeded  in  sur- 
prising the  enemy  at  the  fort  of 
i^mnlnair,  on  the  morning  of  the 
2Sih  ultimo,  e(fected  the  conipletc 
dispersion  of  their  troops,  consisting 
of  between    four  and  five  thousaop 
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men,  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  cap* 
tared  the  whole  of  their  guns,  bag- 
gage, and  camp  equipage,  and  near 
1000  horse.  The  loss  on  ihe  part  of 
the  enemy  is  stated  to  have  been  very 
great;  on  the  part  of  the  British 
detachment,  between  twenty  and  thirty 
tnen  killed  and  wounded. 

The  governor-general  in  council 
deems  it  proper  on  this  occasion  to 
express,  in  the  niosi  public  manner,  the 
high  sense  which  he  entertains  of 
tho  zeal,  judgment,  and  activity, 
manifested  by  lieutenant  -  colonel 
Doveton,  in  plannin?  and  executing 
this  arduous  enterpTize,  and  of  the 
distinguished  perseverance,  exertion, 
and  gallantry  of  tho  officers  and  troops 
tinder  his  commands  in  accomplishing 
a  march  of  nearly  one  hondred  miles  1 
in  the  space  of  forty-eight  hours,  and 
immediately  attacking  a  superior  force 
of  the  enemy,  whose,  depredations  in 
the  province  of  Candeish,  and  in  the 
territories  of  the  allies  of  the  British 
government,  had  so  long  disturbed 
the  tranquillity  of  the  Deckan,  and 
had  rendered  necessary  a  combined 
movement  of  divisions  of  the  sub- 
sidiary forces  of  Poona  and  Hydrabad^ 
under  the  general  direction  of  colonel 
Wallace,  commanding  the  subsi- 
diary force  of  Poona. 

His  lordship  in  council  has  great 
satisfaction  also  in  acknowledging,  on 
this  occasion,  the  judgment  and  pro- 
fessional ability  displayed  by  colonel 
Wallace  in  framing  the  plan  of  com- 
bined operation  between  the  two  divi- 
$ions  of  the  subsidiary  forces,  which 
led  to  the  brilliant  achievement  de- 
vised by  lieutenant-colonel  Doveton, 
and  executed  under  his  personal  com- 
mand ^ith  such  exemplary  success. 
N.  B.  Edmonstone, 
Chief,  Sec.  to  Gov. 

J.\».  31.— The  picture  of  lord 
Lake,  intended  for  the  new  town-hall, 
^d  painted  at  the  request  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Upper  Provinces,  on 
the  occasion  of  his  forced  march 
against  Holkar,  near  Futtyghur,  is 
at  length  completed,  and  is  put  op  for 
a  thne,  in  the  meeting  room  qf  the 


Bengal 
Occurrences  for  February. 

Calcutta,  Feb.  8.  —  The  governor- 
general  held  a  levee  on  Saturday  last, 
which  was  fully  altenMed. 

Don  C.  de  Latreyta,  Spanish  com- 
mercial agent,  had  a  long  conference 
with  lord  Minto 

The  friendly  intercourse  between 
British  India,  and  the  Spanish  Asiatic 
settlements,  will  be  immediately  open- 
ed. Two  vessels  are  now  preparing 
at  this  port  for  Luconia.  The  tidings 
of  the  lale  glorious  revolution  in  Spain 
will  be  no  where  more  welcome  than 
at  ^^anilla,  and  other  sett  ements  on 
the  Phillipine  islands,  where  the  French 
are  held  in  general  abhorrence. 

Ffb.  y.—The  fortified  hill  of  Re* 
gowley,  'n  Bundlecund,  was  carried  by 
storm  on  the  22d  ultimo. 

The  accounts  of  this  pleasing  event 
were  received  in  town  on  Thursday 
last.  The  attack  was  rnc^st  judiciously 
planned,  and  conducted  with  equal 
intrepidity  and  judorrent  j  every  oftccr 
and  man  acquitted  himself  like  a 
hero.  Although  all  must  deeply  la- 
n>ent  casualties  among  the  brave ; 
yet  the  loss  attending  this  success, 
considering  the  strength  of  the  enemy, 
and  his  means  of  defence,  was  much 
less  than  tould  have  been  expected. 
Three  British  officers  were  wounded, 
two  of  them  8e\erely  ;  28  rank  and 
file  killed,  and  126  wounded.  Lieor 
tenants  Jamieson,  Frye,  and  Speck, 
are  the  officers  wounded. 

The  acquisition  of  Regowley  is  of 
importance  in  facilitating  the  opera-r 
tions  against  Adjyghur,  from  which 
it  is  distant  ten  miles.  While  Regow- 
ley remained  in  possession  of  the  ene- 
my, the  intercourse  between  the  troops 
before  Adjyghur,  and  the  British  pwt 
at  Soopah,  was  exposed  to  interrup- 
tion. The  communication  is  now 
clear,  and  we  trust  that  the  fall  of 
Adjyghur  will  soon  afifcrd  another 
proof  of  the  gallantry  of  our  army  in 
Bundlecund. 

The  following  copy  of  the  genera} 
ar49ri  were  ^ued     by  |ieateiuu^t« 
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colood  Martmdell,  on  tlie  possession 
of  Regowley. 

Head  Quarters  in,  Bundlecund,  Camp 
brfore  Adjyghur,  Jan,  25th,  1 8O9 
Dbtacbmbnt  Ordb^sbt  Libut/ 
CoLOKEL  Maetindbll. — ^The  com- 
maoding  oHicer  regrets,  from  the  great 
press  of  public  business,  he  has  so  long 
been  detained  from  performing  a  n^ost 
pleasing  part  of  his  duty,  to  return  L  is 
best  thanks,  so  justly  due  to  the  wiiole 
of  the  troops  who  were  employed  in 
the  assault  of  the  fortified  hill  of  Re- 
gowley,  on  the  22d  instant^^-and  to 
express  his  entire  satisfaction  at  the 
gallant  conduct  and  zeal  displayed  by 
tbem  on  that  occasion.  The  promp- 
titude with  which  the  troops  proceed* 
cd  to  the  attack,  the  persevering  toil 
with  which  they  encountered  opposing 
obstacles,  the  intrepidity  with  which 
they  ascended  the  hill,  under  a  most 
gllUog  £re,  and  the  steady  courage 
they  displayed  in  the  assault  of  so 
strong  a  position,  and  so  obstinately 
defended,  are  circumstances,  which 
call  for  the  most  unqualified  admiration 
aod  praise.  To  lieutenant-colonel 
Lawtie,  majors  Kelly  and  O'Halloran, 
aod  to  ^ptains  Hare  and  Midwimter, 
who  conducted  the  principal  columns 
of  attack, — and  to  lieotenant  Baddely, 
who  volunteered  with  the  party  of 
pioneers,  the  commanding  officer 
feels  .Qost  deeply  indebted  for  their 
gallaocry  and  conduct, — and  equally  so 
to  every  officer  and  soldier  employed, 
for  the  persevering  zeal  and  bravery 
tbey  so  conspicuously  displayed  5  while 
the  skill  with  which  captain  Brook 
tod  his  officers  directed  the  fire  of  the 
artillery/ to  cover  the  troops  in  the 
assault,  claims  his  highest  approbation. 
To  captain  Wilson,  likewise,  who  to- 
loQteered  his  services,  and  attended 
lieutenant-colonel  Lawtie  during  the 
action,  every  praise  is  due.  Although 
major  Nuthall,  with  the  3d  cava&y 
noder  his  command,  could  not,  from 
the  nature  of  the  assault,  with  the . 
exception  of  the  gallopers  attached  to 
bis  corps  under  lieutenant  Barlow,  be 
employed  any  further  than  as  a  co- 
vering party  to  the  assailants^  still  the 


commanding  officer  feels  very  much 
indebted  to  him  aod  his  corps,  for  the 
zeal  and  alacrity  with  which  every  po- 
sition was  taken  up,  and  to  lieutenant 
Barlow  and  men  attached  to  the  gal- 
lopers, for  his  well-directed  fire  in  co- 
vering the  right  attack.  It  is  not  with- 
out deep  regret,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, in  appreciating  the  important  and 
successful  issue  of  the  assault,  laments 
the  loss  of  the  brave  men  who  fell  so 
gloriously  in  the  cause,  and  in  which 
they  so  nobly  sustained  the  honour  and 
name  of  the  Bengal  army.  The  com- 
manding officer  has  already  had  the 
pleasure  of  reporting  the  meritorious 
exertions  of  the  troops  to  his  excel- 
lency the  commander-in-chief,  and 
requests  lieutenant-colonel  Lawtie, 
commanding  the  18th  regiment,— ma- 
jor Kelly,  commanding  the  ,4th  light 
infantry  battalion, —  captain  Midwin- 
ter, who  commanded  the  detachment 
of  the  2d  battalion  1  st  regiment  N.  I— - 
captain  Brook,  commanding  the  3d 
regiment  of  native  cavalry,  and  lieu- 
tenant Baddely,  commanding  the  pio- 
neers, will  explain  to  their  native 
officers  and  men,  his  marked  and 
entire  approbation  of  their  conduct." 

Fort  William,  February  U. — 
The  right  honourable  the  governor- 
general  in  council  is  pleased  to  direct 
that  the  following  extracts  from  let- 
ters from  colonel  Wallace,  command- 
ing the  subsidiary  force  of  Foona, 
containing  a  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  detachment  under  his  personal 
command  in  the  pursuit  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  predatory  force,  lately 
attacked  and  dispersed  by  the  detach- 
ments under  lieutenant-colonel  Dove- 
ton,  and  the  satisfactory  intelligence 
of  the  seizure  of  the  persons  of  two 
of  the  principal  leaders  of  tliat  force, 
be  published  for  general  information, 
together  with  the  expression  of  hit 
lordship  in  councirs  high  approbation, 
of  the  zeal  and  judgment  manifested 
b^  colonel  Wallace,  in  conductin|r  the 
pursuit  of  the  remnant  of  the  preda- 
tory force  under  Daudin  Khaun,  and 
Wauhid  Alii  Khaun  Bungush,  and  Ih 
the  arrangements  which  led  to  the 
apprehension  of  thoie  chi^^  mi  the* 
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final  dispersion  of  thefr  remaining 
followers,  and  of  the  alacrity  and 
perseverance  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  detachment  in  the  execution  of 
this  impottaut  service. 

fA'tracts  from  a  letter  addressed  to 
colonel  Barry  CJose,  resident  at 
Poona,  ly  colonel  IFallarCf  dated 
ct  Ranipoor,  24  miles  N.  W,  of 
Coprell,  lOth  January,  I8O9. 
Ou  the  2d  instant,  I  left  Am ul- 
Tiair  with  the  whole  of  my  detach^ 
meat,  ibe  portion  of  it,  which  1  had 
left  in  the  rear^  on  advancing  to  that 
place,  having  Joined  me  tlie  pre-r 
ceding  day.  On  my  arrival  on  the 
Sd  instant,  at  Scindkair,  I  found  the 
feport  that  Bangush  had  halted  there, 
ihe  whole  of  the  29th  ultimo,  the  day 
©ftet  his  defeat  at  Amulnair,  to  be 
correct,  and  that  he  had,  before 
morning,  thence  collected  a  party  'of 
•bout  500  horse  -,  I  likewise  learnt, 
that  from  Scindkair,  he  had  made  one 
inarch  to  Nunderbai*^  where  he  had 
•rrired  the  30th  in  the  evening.  On 
the  4th  I  moved  to  Dundarcha,  which 
is  within  one  long  march  of  Nundcr- 
par,  and  hearing  the  Bungush  still 
contipvied  at  the  latter  place,  where 
be  was  recruiting  and  equipping  his 
party  by  plunder,  I  had  'deiermiik^d 
to  move  the  sane  nighi,  with  a  light 
detachment,  to  attack  him.  Just  in 
time,  however,  I  beard  of  his  having 
left  Nunderbar,  and  ^roteeded  in  the 
direction  of  this  place^  (Ranipore)  in 
consequence^  I  raoved  on  the  5th  in- 
ftant  to  C^preil,  on  the  Taptie,  and 
fecelvfng  intelligence  that  Bungush 
was  encgmp^d  at  Opmrall,  about 
twenty-fpur  miles  liom  me  in  a  N.  W. 
direction,  X  marched  at  six  o'clocl^ 
that  evenipg,  and  at  break  of  day  on 
the  6th,  I  arrived  at  the  ground  of  his 
encampmenf^  when,  however,  J  was 
disappointed  by  finding  that  he  had  a 
few  hours  before  quitted,  and  fled  into 
the  Dewdabawa  Ghaut,  f  here  I  im- 
mediately followed  Jiira,  and  after 
ii  distant  skirmish  with  a  few  of  his 
|)orse^  that  retiif*ed  inio  the  Ghaut  asi 
©ur  troops  advanced,  took  up  a  posi«j 
iion  at  ibe  entrance  Intp  ll^  which  pr^ 


eluded  the  possftiility  of  hit  agslt 
returning  into  the  plain.  In  0€CU|^« 
ing  this  .position,  our  trocps  were, 
for  a  considerable  time,  fired  xxpoOt 
from  the  Jungle  at  the  foot  of  the 
Ghaut,  by  Bongush's  foHowerB, 
but  principally  by  armed  men  in  tho 
employ  of  Beem  Sing,  a  petty  Rajah, 
who  commands  this  pass,  without, 
however,  suffering  from  its  eflfects. 

To  this  Rajah,  who  is  nominally 
a  subject  of  the  Poona  state,  I  had 
made  a  communication,  on  the  first 
report  of  the  probability  of  Bungnsh 
taking  refnge  with  him,  but  am  doubt- 
ful whether  it  reached  him'  before 
that  SirdarV  arrival.  T,  however 
lost  no  lime  in  again  calling  tfpon  hira 
to  seize  and  give  up  to  me,  tthe  tebels 
he  had  received  intb  -the  hills  and 
strong  holds,  and  in  threatening  him 
with  the  consequences  of  a  non  com- 
pliance with  my  desire.  This  has  led 
to  a  parly  between  us,  which  1  preti  r 
confidently  expect  to  terminate  in  the 
entire  destrnfction  of  Bungush's  re- 
maining force,  Daudin  Khi(r  and 
Pelewaiui  Khan,  lire  wirh  Bungush. 
Jamdeo,  a  nephew  of  Myput  Rao 
Holkar,  who  was  with  the  rebels,  has, 
it  is  said,  received  protection  from 
the  head  m^^n  of  Telloda,  a  village 
close  to  this.  I  shall  endeavour  to 
ascertain  the  truth  of  this  re|>ort,  and 
to  get  hold  of  him.  Of  Myput  Rao 
Holkar  himself,  I  yet  know  nothing 
certain,  but  from  what  has  reached 
me,  I  am-led  to  think  that  he  is  coot 
cealed  in  Cadish,  near  Soneghar. 

The  wholo  of  my  detachment 
is  now  assembled  here. 

The  Ghaut,  now  in  my  front,  if 
accessible  only  to  led  horses,  and  pos- 
sesses such  natural  strength,  that 
when  defended  by  a  few  men,  a  pas- 
sage through  it  cannot,  I  fancy,  be 
forced  by  any  number  of  troops.  All 
the  passes  in  its  vicinity,  except  the 
Berwanch,  which  is  said  to  be  passable 
for  carriages,  are  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion, and  they  are  all  defended  by 
innumerable  bodies  of  Blieels,  and 
by  a  few  Arabs  and  other  armed  men 
jh  the  pay  of  the  petty  chleftj  whe 
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roads  through  them. 

fixtraei  from  a  iHier  from  cdhnel 
IFaUacey  to  Beutenant-colonel  Dove^ 
ion,  tinted  at  Oomral,  the  IJtk  of 
January,  1309. 

Hariog  expected,  for  these  several 
days  past,  that  I  shoiitd  obtain  posses*- 
sion  of  the  persons  of  Bungush  and 
Daudin  Khan,  I  delayed  writing  to  yoa 
until  I  c^uld  inform  you  of  that  evetrt. 
To  is  I  am  happy  now  to  have  in  my 
power  ;  those  two  Sirdstrs  having  been 
last  nicht  delivered  up  to  me  by  Beem 
Sing/tne  Beel  Rajah,' whom,  in  my  last 
letter,  I  mentioned  to  you,  and  who,  by 
representations,  was  induced,  on  the 
lOth  irretatat,  to  attack  their  remaining 
force,  which  he  affected  with  the  com- 
pletest success.  Almost  the  wh  je  of 
their  party  were,  with  themselves, 
made  prisoners,  and  deprived  of  their 
borates  and  arms.  Pelewaun  Khan, 
however,  with  about  100  others,  escap- 
ed, and  by  swimming  the  Nerbodda, 
whtch  was  then  unfordable,  secured  a 
retreat. 

Published  by  order  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable the  governor-general  in  coun- 
cil. 

N.  B.  Rdmonstone, 
Chief  Sec.  to  the  Govt. 


college   of  fort  WILLIAM,  Feb.  18. 
PUBLIC     disputation. 

Tlie  right  honourable  lord  Minto, 
governor-general  and  visitor  of  the 
college  of  Fort  Williatp,  having  ap- 
pointed Saturday,  the  16th  February, 
for  a  public  disputation  in  the  Asiatic 
languages,  to  be  held  in  conformity 
witli  the  statutes  of  the  college,  the 
governors,  oflBcers,  professors,  and 
students  of  the  college,  met  at  ten 
o^clock  at  the  government  -  house, 
where  the  members  of  the  supreme 
coonciK  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  many  of  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary officers  at  the  presidency,  with 
others  of  the  principal  European  inha- 
bitants of  Calcutta,  and  a  few  respect- 
able natives^  were  also  assembled. 


'As  soon  ds  the'  right  honoarable  tfao 
visitor  had  taken  his  sedt,  the  public 
exercises  commenced  in  the  foUowing 
order.  '   ' 

First.  PERSIAN. 

DISPUTATION. 

Position — ''For  the  acqtkirement 
of  a  critical  knowledge  in  the  Persian 
langoige  the  study  of  rhetoric  is  re- 
quired as  well  as  that  rif  grammar." 
Bespondent,    -    G.  Sotheby, 
First  Opponent,  W.  Forrester^ 
Second^  Do.    -    G.Todd, 
Moderator^     -     M .  Lumsden,  Esq. 

Skcokd.    HINDOOSTANEE. 

disputation. 
Position-^**  The  diversity  of  climate, 
not  any  difference  in  the  original  Con- 
stitution of  the  human  understanding, 
is  the  cause  of  a  dissimilarity  between 
the  productions  of  Eurojjean  and  Ori- 
ental genius.'* 

Respondent,  H.  Sargent, 

.    First  Opponentj       J.  Fameaux, 
Second  Do.  R.  H.'Tulloh, 

Moderatof,         Capt.  J,  W.  Taylor, 

Thibd.        BENGALEE, 

DISPUTATIOtr. 

Position? — '*  A«  accurate  know- 
ledge of  (he  manners  and  genius  of 
the  Hindoos^  is  to  be  acouired  by  an 
attentive  ej^aminatiou  of  their  written 
con^posilions.'* 

Respoodeot  H.  Sargent, 

First  Opponent,     W.  Forrester^ 
Second,  Do.  J.  Furneaux, 

Moderator,        The  Rev.  W.  Carey. 

FouttTH.        ARABIC. 

DISPUTATION. 

Position — "  The  Arabic  language 
stands  '^ore  in  need  of  the  aids' to  be 
derived  from  the  art  of  printing  thaa 
any  other  Oriental  tongue.** 

Respotident,        G.  Sotheby, 

First  Opponent,  F.  Magniac,  ^ 

Second,  Do.      *  G.  Tod 

Moderator,  M.  Lumsden,  EsqV 

FfFTH.         MAHRATTA, 

Drclamatiok, — H.  Sargent. 
"  I'hat  great  utility  is  to  be  derived 
from  the  study  of  the  Maliratta  lan- 
guage.*' 

When  the  disnouta^rop^Q^Jd  ^ec^a* 
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mations  were  concluded,  the  president 
of  the  college  council  presentee)  to  the 
right  honourable  the  visitor,  the  several 
students  of  the  college,  who  were 
entitled  under  ^statute  VlII,  to  receive 
d^ees  of  honor,  as  well  as,  succes- 
sively, the  whole  of  the  students,  who, 
at  the  late  examination,  had  been  found 
qualified  to  enter  upon  the  public  ser- 
vice; and  had  consequently  obtained 
permission  fiom  the  visitor  to  quit  the 
college  under  the  rule  contained  in  sec- 
tion II,  regulation  III,  I8Q7.  The 
president  read  the  certificate  granted 
by  the  council  of  the  college  to  each 
student,  in  pursuance  of  the  above 
•tatnte,  specifying  the  proficiency 
which  he  had  made  in  the  prescribed 
studies  of  the  college,  and  also  the  ge- 
neral tenor  of  his  conduct,  with  the 
amount,  if  any,  of  the  debt  contracted 
by  him  during  the  period  of  his  at- 
tachment to  the  college.  When  the 
certificates  had  been  read,  the  visitor 
presented  to  each  student,  entitled  to 
receive  a  degree  of  honour,  the  usual 
diploma  inscribed  on  vellum,  and  at  the 
same  time  expressed  the  satisfaction 
which  he  felt  in  conferring  it. 

'  The  students,  on  whom  the  right 
honourable  the  visitor  was  pleased  to 
confer  a  degree  of  honour  on  this 
occasion,  and  the  languages,  for  their 
high  proficiency  in  which  the  degrees 
of  honour  were  respectively  conferred, 
are  as  follow : 

George  Sotheby ,  Persian,  Arabic>  nd 
Hindoostanee. 

James  Fumeaux,  Persian  and  Hin- 
doostanee. 

Henry  Sargent,  Hindoostanee  and 
Bengalee. 

William  Forrester,  Persian  and  Hin- 
doostanee. 

George  Tod,  Persian  &  Hindoostanee. 

Robert  Henry  Tulloh,  Persian  and 
Hindoostanee. 

The  honorary  prizes  and  medals, 
adjudged  at  the  late  public  examination, 
were  distributed,  by  the  president  of 
the  council,  to  the  following  students  : 

George  Sotheby,  as  per  annexed 
report,  and  a  medal  of  merit,  adjudged 
in  the  2d  term  of  1808,  for  proficiency 
in  Arabic. 


'WilUiun  Forrester,  at  per  annexed 
report. 

Henry  Sargent,. ditto,  and  two  me- 
dals of  jmerit  adjudged  in  the  second 
term  of  1808,  forv  proficiency  in 
Hindoostanee  and  hengalee. 

George  Tod,  as  per  annexed  report. 

Robert  Henry  Tulloh,  ditto,  ditto, 

and  a  medal  pf  merit  adjudged  in  the 

3d  term  of  1808,  for  proficiency  in 

Persian. 

Charles  George  Blagrave,    as    per 

annexed  report, 
Charles  James  Davidson^    ditto, 
James  William  Grant,        dittq, 
James  Furneaux,  ditto^ 

Fry  Magniac,  ditto, 

Henry  Mortlock,  dittq. 

Holt  Mc  Kenzie,  ditto, 

William  Mc  Intosh,  a  medal  of  merit ' 
adjudged  in  the  third  term  of  1808, 
for  proficiency  in  Hindoostanee. 

REPORT.— PERSIAN.— First  Clasa. 
1,  Sotheby,  G.  books  value  500  rupees  and 
medal.     2,  Forrester,  ditto,  250  rupees,  and 
medal.    3,  Tod,  medal.    4,  Furneaux.    5, 
Tulloh. 

SfMnJ  Class. 

£t  Moore.  7,  Lyoo.  8,  Mackenaie.  9, 
Chamberlain.  10,  Barlow.  11,  Macleod. 
12,  Wilder.     13,  Magmac.   14,  Sotheby,  H. 

TBird  Class. 
15,  Brown.     16,  RohertSDn.      17^  Mor- 
reison.     18,  Wellesley.     19,  Harding.    90, 
Harrington.    21,  Mortlock.    22,  Jennings. 

FouriAClasM. 
23,   Fraser,  A.  C.    24,  M<Intosh.      25, 
Hunter.  26,  Nisbet.    27,  Smelt.  28,  Scott. 

ABSENT  FROM  EXAMINATION. 

Blagrave,  Fraser,  J.  J.  Fane,  Curtis,  Mel- 
ville, Wish,  declined  examioation.  Smith, 
F.  C.  Trotter,  A.  Sargent,  Calvert,  Drew, 
tick. 

Barwel],  C.R.  attended,  but  retired  fn»n 
indisposition  after  the  oral  examination. 

Sparks  attended,  but  retired  after  the  oral 
examination. 

ARABIC. 

1,  Sotheby;  G.  medal.  2,  Magniac.  .% 
Tod.    4,  Fumeaux. 

HINDOOSTANEE. 

First  Class. 

I,  Sargent,  books  value  500rupett,  and 

medal.   2,  Sotheby,  G.  ditto  250  rupees,  and 

medal.    S,  Tod,  medal.    4,  Forrester.     5,' 

Furneaux. 

Sgemd  Class, 

€;   Chamberlain.     1,    Morreisoo.     8^ 
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Wilder.  '    9,  Mioore.      10,  Brown.      ll» 
M«cieod.     12,  Barlow.     13,  LyoB.      14, 
Robertson.     15,  Tucker.     16,  Harding. 
Tbitd  Clan. 

17,  H.  Sothcby.  18,  Davidson.  19, 
MiDtoth.  SO,  Kennedy.  21,  Jennings. 
23,  Harrington.  2d,  Blagrave.  S4,.  A.  C. 
^u^ell.    25,  Monckton. 

Fourth  Ciius, 

26,     Mackenzie.       27.    Magniac.      28, 
Mortlock.    2^  Pond.     30,  Sparki.    SI,  J. 
J^Frascr.    82,  Smelt.     S3,  Bird.    34,  A.  C. 
Fnier.    35,  Wellesley.    36,  Calvert. 
JFifilf  Clau. 

37,  Tyt!er  38,  F.  C.  Smith.  39,  E.  J. 
Smith.  40,  Fane.  41,  Hunter.  42,  Cur- 
tis. 43,  Belli.  44.  Innet.  45,  Scott.  46, 
Grant.    47,  RusmU.     48,  Whish. 

ABSENT  FROM  EXAMINATION. 

Petrie,  Lcwin,  Melville,  Nisbet,  de- 
dined  examination  ;  J .  Trotter,  and  A. 
Trotter,  Drew,  sick;  Forde,  Barwell,  at- 
tended, but  retired  after  the  oral  examina- 
tion. 

Mr.  TulJobji  who  was  prevented  by 
stckness  from  attending  on  the  day  of 
eiaminationy  was  separately  examined 
QD  a  sabsequent  day,  and  found  to 
have  made  proficiency  such  as  to 
entitlp  hiqd  to  a  place  in  the  first 
c)a8S. 

BENGALEE. 

First  Class, 

1,  Sargent,  book«,  vaipe  500  rupees,  and 
inedal. 

Secend  Class, 

2,  Forrester,  medal.  3,  Monckton.  4, 
Funieauz. 

Third  CUss. 

5,  Tucker.  6,  Harding.  7,  Pond.  8, 
Keunedy.  9,  Davidson.  10,  Belli.  II, 
Calvert.  12,  Forde.  13,  J.  J,  Eraser.  14, 
Blajrrave.  15,  A,  C.  Barwell.  16,  E,  J. 
Smith 

Mr.  TuUoh  was  prevented  by  illness 
from  attending  the  examination,  but 
is  stated  by  the  professor  to  have 
made  proficiency,  sqch  as  to  entitle 
h*tn  to  the  secobd  class. 

MAHRATTA, 

li  Sargent,  medal. 

ABSENT  FROM  EXAMINATION. 

6.  Sothehy.  Whish,  declined  examina* 
tion. 

PERSIAN  WRITING. 

1>  Blagrave,  N.  B.  obtained  the  first  prize 
last  year. 

2,  Talloh,  books,  valiie  SOO  rupees,  and 
ncdal. 

ay  Grant,  medal.     4,  Barlow*      5,  So- 


NAGREE  WRITIKG. 

1,  Blagrave,  books,  value  lOO  rupees,  and 
medal. 

2,  Davidson,  medal.  3,  Forrester.  4, 
Sargent.     5,  Pond. 

BENGALEE  WRITING. 

1 ,  Davidson,  books,  value  200  rupees, 
and  meJal. 

2,  Sargent,  medal.  .%  Blagrave.  4,  Tul* 
loh.  5,  Kennedy.  6,  Barwell.  7,  For- 
Tester. 

MAHRATTA  WRITING. 
Sargent. 

LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 
Lyon. 

Medals  of  merit  are  awarded  to 
Messrs.  Mackenzie,  Magniac,  and 
Mortlock,  for  their  proficiency  in  the 
Hindoostanee  language,  and  to  Messrs. 
Tod  and  Furneaux,  for  their  proficiency 
in  the  Arabic. 

Garrison  Orders,  by  the  Right  Hon,  the 

Governor  General,  February  23. 

In  consequence  of  the  lamented  de* 
cease  of  major-general  Sir  Gk>orge 
Braithwaite  Boughton,  bart.  by  which 
melancholy  event-  his  Majesty  ha» 
lost  a  very  valuable  and  zealous  officer, 
it  becomes  tlie  painful  duty  of  the 
right  honourable  ibc  governor-gene- 
ral to  direct  the  last  tribute  of  mili- 
tary honours  to  be  paid  to  his  re- 
mains. 

The  funeral  party  to  be  composed 
of  his  Majesty's  14ih  regiment,  and 
the  governor-general's  body  guard, 
and  to  be  commanded  by  major-gene- 
ral Sir  £wen  Baillie,  who  will  be 
pleased  to  give  such  further  instruc- 
tions as  he  may  judge  necessary. 

Minute  guns  to  be  fired,  when 
the  procession  commences,  until  the 
corpse  shall  be  interred  ;  during  which 
time  the  garrison  flag  is  to  be  lowered 
half  roast. — A 11  office:  s^  off  duly,  are 
directed  to  attend. 

Garrison  Orders,  by  Major^General 
Sir  Ewen  Bailie,' 
His  Majesty's  14th  foot,  to  be 
under  arma  this  evening  at  four  o'clock, 
and  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  de- 
ceased, major-general  Sir  Geo.  B. 
Boughton,  furnished  with^  three 
rounds  of  light  cartridges,  and  lieu- 
teoftDt  colonel  Watson  will  give  tin 
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necessary  orders  to  that  effect.  The 
Corps  to  parade  in  full  force,  and  Keu- 
tenant*coLoneI  Watson  will  receive 
•pecial  instruction  for  bis  guidance  on 
the  occasion,  from  major-general  sir 
Ewen  Baillie.       ^  r 

The  body  guard  are*  to  attend  and 
become  a  component  part  of  the 
fboeral  escort,  attendant  on  the  r^ 
mains  of  the  late  major-general  sir 
George  Bough  ton,  of  his  M^esty's 
service  5  and  captain  Gall  will  give 
instructions'  to  that  eflKiCt,  having 
received  especial  instructions  from  nia- 
jor-general  sir  Ewen  Baillie,  for  his 
guidance  on  t-hts  "occasion. 

The  reserve  in  garrison  aref^  to  be 
under  arms,  and  drawn  up  on  the 
artillery  parade  at  four  o'clock,  where 
they  will  receive  more  particular  orders, 
and  the  captain  of  the  reserve  will 
give  the  necessary  instructions  to  this 
effect. 

All  officers',  off  duty,  are  directed  to 
attend  the  funeral  ;  the  fort-adjutant, 
the  brigade-major  of  his  Majesty's 
aervice,  and  the  brigade-major  of  the 
•tation,  with  major-general  Sir  G. 
Braitewaite  Boughton's  staff,  will  at- 
tend on  horseback,  at  half  past  four 
o'clock. 

'  The  minute-guns  to  cease  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  three  vollies  at  the 
burying  ground,  and  banner  rolls 
to  be  placed  for  that  purpose. 

Got  LEGE  OP  Fort  willtam. 

Speech  of  the  right  honourable  he 
governor-general y  at  the  exaviina" 
of  the  studenis  at  the  college, 

ijRNTLEMEN     OF     THE    CoLLBGB     OF 

Fort  William, 
The  progress  of  this  institution  in 
promoting  its  itnportant  ends,  the  in- 
crease of  studious  exertion,  and  the 
consequent  advancenaent  of  learning 
from  year  to  year,  are  objects  connected 
with  so  many  iniere^iting  consequences, 
that  they  justly  con)ri)and  an  anxious 
and  vigilant  observation,  more  espe- 
cially in  those  whose  station  i oppose 
upon  them  both  a  churge  and  respon- 
sibility in  tile  administration  of  the 
College  of  Fort  Wiiliani. 


suitable,  as  welt  ^s  usefbl  pracfioe,  ^ 
compare  at  each  annual  examinatioa 
the  last  with  the  preceding  year.  If 
the  latter  period  should  nave  hXka 
short  in  diligence  or  efficiencj«.  tb» 
causes  -of  so  tnortifying  a  resist  wiV 
be   searched  for,    and  the    remediet 

*  applied,  while  a  sense  of  present 
humiliation  may  become  a  stimulus 

e  to  future  effort  for  the  recovery  of 
lost  credit.  On  the  contrary,  if  we 
may  claim  a  progress  in  the  studlea 
of  the  college,  we  shall  find  in  tbo 
gratifying  consciousness  of  merito- 
rious conduct,  and  the  approbation 
of  the  world,  the  best  retvard  of  past, 
and  the  best  encouragement  of  futam 
exertion.  I  should  wish,  T  own,  and 
I  am  persuaded  I  do  not  wish  in  vain, 
that  the  students  of  each  year  should 
feel  themselves  charged  with  the 
honour  of  the  College,  and  jhe  hopes 
of  the  public,  during  their  respective 
periods  of  probatic^n  ;  and  that  they 
should  keep  the  coming  anniversary  in 
view,  with  a  laudable  solicitude  for 
their  individual  credit,  heightened  by 
its  union  with  that  of  the  institurion, 
of  which  they  are  members,  and  with 
the  public  good. 

In  conformity  with  these  views, 
I  propose  to  place  the  past  year  in 
parallel  with  the  precediiig;  and  it 
is  with  cordial  satisfaction  I  am  enabled 
to  say,  that,  notwithstanding  the  high 
reputation  which  crowned  tne  studies 
of  I8O7,  those  of  JLhe  latter  period 
have  not  only  maintained  the  ground 
already  acquired,  but  afford  to  tlie 
present  year  an  nnddubted  title  toclain^ 
a  sensible  and  essential  progress. 

I  must,  however,  preface  the  re- 
view, on  which  I  am  entering,  with  an 
observation  on  which  I  may  enl^i^ 
somewhat  more  fully  in  the  sequel. 
The  acquisitions  rtjade  in  the  present 
year  may  ju>r,  in  all  cases,  re^lf 
*)8tensil)ly,  from  a  mere  numerical 
comparison  of  the  students,  who  com- 
po'^ed  the  difff rent  classes,  into  whid| 
the  several  languages  were  inihesetwo 
periods  respectively  divided.  Under 
this  m(Kieofcomp;u;is()n,  the  advaiitage, 
which  is  not  uniform  on  either  side,  is, 
in  truth,  toolimiteid  in  ainonm,  and  too 
precarious  and  questionable  in  its  prin* 
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Wpfe,  to  furnish  satisfadtor^r  condu- 
lion«.  It  is  rather  in  the  s^ale  of  prbfici- 
encj  attached  to  the  classes  of  the 
respective  years,  that  th<^  superiority  of 
the  period  now  under  consideration  is 
evinced,  bat  in  that  material  and  dedi^ 
wve  point,  iu  existence  will  be  found 
fuHy  estabjished 

I  proceed,  however,  with  the  parallel 
proposed,  under  the  several  heads  of 
comparison  which  were  assumed  in  the 
discourse  I  last  delivered  from  this 
place. 

The  number  of  students  reported 
Competent  to  enter  on  the  service  was 
twenty  in  the  last  year,  and  is  seven- 
teen in  the  present.  But  the  college 
coimcil  has  been  induced  by  tonside- 
rations,  which  appear  to  me  just  and 
judicious,  to  recommend  that  two 
other  gentlemen,  reported  proficient 
in  one  lan^age,  should  be  added  to 
tbdse  who  are  to  quit  college,  as  be- 
ing competent  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  that  branch  of  the  sen'ice  to  which 
they  are  destined.  I  shall  think  it  my 
duty  to  state  more  parlicularly  I  be 
grounds  of  this  slight  departure  from 
the  general  rule,  which  requires  a  pro- 
ficiency in  two  languages,  to  entitle  the 
stodent  to  quit  college.  I  mention  it  at 
present  for  the  purpose  of  observing, 
that  this  addition  gives  nineteen  com- 
petent to  cuter  on  the  service  ;  and  the 
two  years,  therefore,  may  be  consider- 
ed as  nearly  balanced,  shewing  only  a 
difference  of  one,  too  inconsiderable  to 
furrtish  any  argument  of  superiority  or 
decline.  It  must  be  considered  also  as 
a  full  compensatiou  for  tl>e  trifling  dif- 
ference in  number  between  the  two 
returns,  that  at  those  now  reported  to 
be  qualified,  two  are  conversant  in  four 
languages,  of  which  but  one  example 
Was  furnished  in  the  former  year. 

I  observe  with  pleasure,  that  the  Per- 
sian classes  have  somewhat  gained  in 
the  number  of  students.  Twenty-se- 
ven presented  themselves  for  examina- 
tion in  1808:  twenty-eight  in  the  pre- 
iRjut  yean  1  do  not  mention  this  small 
Mcessas  marking  any  sensible  superio- 
rity of  the  latter  period,  but*  as  proving 
that,  in  this  point,  the  ground  fornaeriy 
'«9gaifad  htm  btpa  waU  maintaiued. 


A  resrft  entirely  satisfactory  wfll  Ite. 
furnished, also,  by  a  comparisonof  Per^ 
sian  proficiency  in  the  two  years. 

The  first  class  in  Persian  consisted,  in, 
the  former  year,  of  six;  the  second  class 
of  nine.  In  the  latter  ye<ir,.live  only 
have  been  ranked  in  the  first  class,  and 
nine  in  the  second.  There  would 
appear,  therefore^  to  have  been  a 
reduction  of  one  in  the  number  of  those 
who  have  attained  the  degrtepf  profit 
ciency  required  in  the  two  first  classeg 
of  Persian.  But  this  numerical  ine-* 
quality,  so  minute  that  we  must  ac- 
count it  casual,  will  by  no  means  afford 
any  solid  advantage  to  the  preceding 
year,  if  the  comparison  be  allowed  to 
turn  rather  on  the  degrees  of  proficiency, 
than  on  the  number  of  proficients:  for 
independent  of  some  considerations  to 
which  I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  - 
to  advert,  Mr.$otheby  is,  beyond  doubt, 
much  more  eminently  proficient  in 
Persian,  and  I  may  add,  in  Arabic,  than 
any  of  the  students  who  passed  the  pre* 
ceding  examination. 

T  e  first  Hindoostanee  class  in  Jan, 
1808,  contained  8  students,  and  the  se- 
cond 6;  the  first  class  in  the  present  year 
comprises  six,  including  Mr.  Tulloh, 
who  was  separately  exannned,  but  ele- 
ven have  attained  the  second.  The 
two  classes,  therefore,  give  an  addition 
of  three  proficient  scholars'  in  the  pfe» 
sent  year.  And  in  abatement  of  ibt 
advantage  which  might  be  claimed  for 
last  year  of  two  in  the  number  of  high* 
ly  proficient  students,  we  are  entitled 
to  pass  to  the  creiVit  of  the  preient  year, 
the  eminence  which  Mr.  Sargent  hat 
attained  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Hin» 
dooitanee,  as  well  as  of  the  Bengal  Ian* 
guage,and  which, in  those  two  branchet 
of  oriental  study,  places  him  in  a  higher 
rank  than  any  who  left  the  college 
in  1808. 

JThe  first  Bengalee  class  of  the  for# 
mer  year  was  confined  to  one  studentj 
the  second  included  -six.  The  first 
class  of  the  present  year  is  likewise 
restricted  to  one;  the  second  com- 
prises four,  including  Mr.  Tulloh,  who 
was  not  examined  from  indisposition, 
but  is  stated  by  the  professors  to  t)e 
equal  to  those  of  the  second  class.  Thr«« 
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studenta  also  of  the  third  class  are  pro« 
ficient  in  the  Bengal  language,  making 
the  entire  number  of  proficients  in  the 
present  year  one  more  than  in  the  past. 
If  the  degrees  of  proficiency  attained 
by  the  corresponding  classes  of  the  re- 
spective years  be  compared,  superiority 
acquired  since  the  last  examination, 
will  be  particularly  conspicuons  in  this 
language. 

I  bave  abready  adverted,  and  shall 
have  occasion  to  do  so  again,  to  the 
eminent  degree  of  knowledge  by  which 
Mr.  Sargent  has  distinguished  himself 
in  the  Bengalee  language.  I  am  now 
to  ob'jerve  that  of  the  second  class,  which 
was  composed  of  four,  Messrs.  For- 
rester, Monckton,  and  Tulloh,  have 
without  doubt  attained  a  higher  scale 
of  proficiency  than  any  of  the  students 

.  who  occupied  the  same  nominal  class, 
the  year  before^  and  Mr.Furneaux,  who 
stands  fourth  of  the  second  class,  as- 
sesses the  exclusive  credit  of  having  ac- 
quired proficiency  in  the  Bengalee  in 
addition  to  that  which  he  has  attained  in 
three  other  languages. 

It  must  be  considered  as  a  remark- 
able feature  of*  the  present  examina- 
tion, and  may,  perhaps,  be  thought   to 

,  form  an  aera  in  the  studies  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, if  not  in  the  literature  of  Asia, 
that  ^f  r.  Sargent  has  qualified  himself 
to  translate  four  books  of  Virgil's 
iEneid  into  the  language  of  Bengal, 
and  has  performed  the  work  in  a  man- 
ner to  merit  thee  )mmendation  of  those 
who  are  competent  to  judge  of  it.  If 
it  has,  indeed,  been  possible,  by  the 
classical  execution  even  of  a  prose  ver- 
i^ioUj  to  set  before  the  native  scholars 
of  these  provinces,  present  or  to  come, 
that  model  of  epic  genius  and  Augus- 
tan taste ;  and  if,  following  the  Ibot- 
ateps  of  Mr.  Sargent,  others  should 
hereafter  present  yet  more  largely  to 
the  future  poets  of  Bengal,  a  choire 
between  the  chaste  and  polished  com- 
position of  the  western  ancients,  and 
the  vicious  glare  of  figuvative  and 
hyperbolical  exagsjeration,  which 
•ceras  to  be  the  constitutional  blemish 
of  the  powerful,  but  in  other  respects, 
often  elegant  and  refined  genius  of  the 
East,  may  not  something  be  hoped  ' 
from  tbr  force  and  charmg  of  truth 


frequently  ccmterophted  by  thoso  | 
whom  she  will  at  length  have  be^ 
unveiled  ? 

Another  enterprize,  of  a  si  mil 
nature,  has  distinguished  the  collegia 
exercises  of  this  year.  Mr.  Moncl 
ton  has  undertaken,  and  has  been  ab 
to  execute,  a  translation  into  Bengale 
of  Shakespear's  tragedy  of  the  Ten 
pest.  The  difficulty  of  rendering 
work  of  that  peculiar  stamp,  into  tj 
language  of  a  nation,  whose  idionn  ai 
manners  have  so  little  affinity  eith< 
to  the  genius  of  the  author^  or  I 
the  times  and  people  for  which  1 
wrote,  may  be  easily  appreciate 
That  Mr.  Monckton  has  triumphs 
over  these  obstacles^  andiias  achieve 
his  labour,  bears  sufficient  tcstimoc 
both  to  his  knowledge  and  comman 
of  a  language,  which  he  has  been  abl 
to  bend  to  so  arduous  a  purpose. 

Mr.  Sotheby  and  Mr.  Tytler  wei 
examined  in  the  Mahraita  ianguag 
last  year,  and  the  former  obtained 
medal  for  his  proficiency.  Mr.  Sai 
jent  is  the  only  student  of  Mahratt 
examined  this  year,  and  be  has  attainei 
a  higher  degree  of  proficiency..  Mi 
Sotheby  has,  in  my  opinion,  very  judi 
ciously  thought  it  advisable  to  profi 
of  the  present  occasion  to  cultivati 
those  studies,  for  the  prosecution  a 
which  he  might  not  find  elsewhere 
the  same  facilities  j  and  he  has  reserv 
ed  for  other  opportunities,  which  hi] 
destination  in  the  public  service  canno: 
fail  of  furnishing,  the  study  of  tb^ 
Mahratta  language.  .  But  if  the  mind 
and  Acuities  of  Mr.  Sotheby  be  sa 
tenacious  of  what  he  once  possesses^ 
and  I  doubt  not  but  they  are,  as  we 
know  they  are  powerful  and  rapid  in 
acquiring,  I  cannot  consent  to  efiace 
hi«  name  from  our  present  list  of  Mah- 
ratta scholars. 

I  speak  last  of  the  Arabic  studies 
of  rbe  college  of  Fort  William,  be* 
cause  I  conceive  that  the  principal 
pi;ogress  and  acquisition  of  this  year 
have  been  made  in  this  branch  o( 
knowledge. 

The  number  of  students  has  ad- 
vanced from  three  to  four,  and  these 
are  all  distinguished  by  a  superioi  de* 
gree  of  proficiency. 
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Mr.Magniac brought  indeed  bis  know- 
ledge  of  this  learned  language  from  Ox- 
ford, where  his  studies  were  directed  by 
thecelebrated  orientalist  of  that  univer- 
ntj,  professor  White^  and  the  progress 
he  had  made  ina  tongue,  rarely  cultiva- 
ted in  England,  redounds  alike  to  the 
honor  of  the  master  and  the  scholar. 
If  rivabhip  and  jealousy,  which  seem 
natural  attendants  on  competition, 
could  be  banished  from  any  common- 
wealth, it  woukl  be  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect the  absence  of  those  infirmities  in 
the  enlarged  society  of  enlightened 
men  and  philosophers,  which  bears  the 
liberal  title  of  the  republic  of  letters. 
But  if  its  individual  citizens  cannot 
always  divest  themselves  of  this  badge 
•f  our  general  nature,  and  in  the  race 
of  honour  will  sometimes  stain  their 
emulation  with  edvy  and  the  lower 
passions  of  the  vulgar  and  illiterate 
world,  learned  societies,  I  trust,  are,  at 
least,  collectively  exempt  from  a -weak- 
ness so  foreign  to  the  nature  of  their 
institution,  and  so  destructive  of  its 
objects.  I  shall  speak,  therefore,  the 
sense  of  the  college  of  Fort  William, 
of.  the  learned  Asiatic  society,  and  ge- 
nerally of  those  enlightened  scholars, 
who  love  to  cultivate  and  promote 
oriental  knowledge,  when  I  welcome, 
with  peculiar  satisfaction,  the  proof 
afforded  in  the  proficiency  of  Mr. 
Magniac,  and  in  the  eminence  of  his 
instructor,  that  oriental  study  is  not 
neglected  nor  declining  in  the  west ; 
and  that  ad  European  school  can  send 
forth  samples  of  oriental  acquirement, 
•apat^e  of  adorning  the  colleges  of 
Asia. 

Three  pupils  of  the  college  of  Fort 
William,  Mr.  Sotheby,  Mr.  Furneaux 
and  Mr.  Tod,  have  acquired  a  distin- 
guished proficiency  in  this  difficult 
tongue,  in  addition  to  the  proficiency 
in  the  Persian  and  Hindoostanee  lan- 
guages. 

"Die  present  year  is  further  distin- 
guished by  a  disputation  for  the  first 
time,  in  Arabic,  by  three  students,  the 
public  exercise  in  that  language  having 
been  hitherto  confined  to  a  declamation 
by  a  single  student. 

In  order  to  pursue  the  parallel  through 
the  full  course  of  last  year's  compa- 


rative review  of  the  two  periods,  ^hen 
treated  of,  I  should  say  a  few  words 
on  the  quickness  of  study  in  the  pre- 
sent year.  Such  a  comparison,  if  al- 
lowance were  made>  as  it  eught  for 
extraordinary  instances,  altoget^^r  oat 
of  the  common  course  which  ^btin- 
guished  the  studies  of  1 807,and  which, 
as  exceptions,  ought  not  to  be  admitted 
into  any  general  estimate,  would  not 
be  in  any  degree  disparaging  to  the 
present  year,  but,on  the  contrary^would 
afibrd  a  satisfactory  result,  I  must,  in- 
deed, to  the  credit  of  the  individuals, 
and  injustice  to  their  application  and 
talents,  record  the  names  of  Mr.  Mac* 
keniie,  Mr.  Magniac,  and  Mr.  Hans 
Sotheby,  as  honourable  examples  of 
rapid  progress  in  the  studies  of  the  pre- 
sent year.  The  two  former,  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie and  Mr.Magniac,  have  been  able 
to  place  themselves  in  the  second  class 
of  Persian  by  two  months  application ; 
the  latter,  Mr.  Hans  Sotheby,  has  at- 
tained the  saoae  proficiency  in  four. 

It  wo^Id  be  proper  also  to  observe, 
under  this  head,  that  of  twenty,  who 
were  reported  qualified  to  quit  the  col- 
lege on  the  former  examination,  ten 
only  attained  that  proficiency  in  a 
shorter  term  than  two  years  Of  the 
seventeen,  who  have  now  attained  qua- 
lifications in  truth  of  a  higher  standard, 
nine  will  appear  to  have  exceeded  tlMs 
period  of  two  years  study.  But  of 
these,  three  were  admitted  in  Decem- 
ber at  the  very  close  of  I8O6,  and  may 
be  fairly  considered  as  virtually  be- 
longing to  the  year  ISO?.  There  if 
one,  also,  distinguished  proficient  of 
the  present  examination,  for  roll  of 
1800,  the  present  year  is  nevertheless 
exclusively  entitled  to  credit.  But! 
reserve  his  name  and  the  peculiarity 
al'uded  to  for  another  part  of  my  dis- 
course. '' 

I  should  be  entitled  also  to  claim 
credit  for  Mr.  Tod,  who  was  reported 
competent  at  the  former  examinatipa 
to  quit  the  college;  but  is  anotberrare 
example  of  a  voluntary  protraction  of 
his  studies.  He  cannot,  therefor^,  be 
included  amongst  those  who  have  rer 
quired  a  longer  period  than  tv^j  years 
to  qualify  themselves  for  a  release  frotn 
the  college  -,      that  proficiency  was  al 
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ready  obtained  at  the  exom^natfoiy  in 
Jacxuary,  1808,  and  the  stixlies  of  the 
succeeding  year  have  been  dltected  to 
•till  higher  attainments.   ^ 

If  these  five  names  be  deducted  from 
the  nice>  >ve  sha]l  have  produced  thir» 
teen  students  out  of  seventeen,  qiiali* 
fied  within  two  years,  and  only  tour, 
whose  term  of  preparatory  study  has 
been  longer. 

In  commending  the  diligence  atid 
capacity  of  those  who  afford  rare  ex- 
amples of  the  triumph,  which  ardent 
labour  will  obtain  over  difficukies,  ca- 
pable of  retarding  even  laudable  de- 
grees of  application,  I  am  aOxious  fo 
explain  the  sense  in  which  I  tVmk  dis* 
patch  in  study  is  to  be  recommended, 
lest  I  should  mislead  the  ambitiuo  of 
the  student  into  an  error,  which  would 
prove  highly  detrimental  to  the  cause  of 
learning.  I  would  not  be  understood, 
theretbre,  to  esteem  a  very  early  retreat 
from  college  and  from  study  a  desirable, 
or  even  creditable  object  of  exertion. 
That  the  period  of  r)uiiting  college,  and 
entering  on  the  wider  and  more  capti- 
▼ating  scene  of  ^twe  life,  must  depend 
Cipon  the  proficiency  of  the  student,  is, 
indeed,  a  law  of  this  institution,  and  of 
this  government ;  and  I  fairly  profess 
this  rule  to  have  had  in  view,  not  only 
to  secure  adequate  qualifications  in  the 
company's  servants  before  they  are  in- 
•tested, with  public  trust,  but  also  to  pro- 
mote and  encourage  study.  This  motive 
is  intended  to  stimulate  those  whor^e  li- 
terary zeal,  or  whose  sense  of  honour  and 
duty  may  be  too  feeble  to  cmiiend  with 
the  seduction)*  of  sloth,  or  dissipation, 
and  who  might  convert  that  importfjnt 
pe"riod  of  life,  assigned  to  study  and  ac- 
quirement, into  a  sterile  and  unprofitalrfe 
blank.  That  interval,  if  its  restraints 
be  irksome,  will  be  abridged  by  rea- 
sonable and  moderate  application;  and 
if  application  itself  be  painful,  the 
term  of  that  pain  will  be  prolonged  by 
ihe  indulgence  of  so  unmanly  and  un- 
creditable  a  temper*  and  habit  of  mind. 
But  in  praising  a  rapid  progress  in  stu- 
dy, It  is  far  from  intended  to  encourage 
an  early  termination  of  that  honourable 
'  and  tene£cial  pursuit.  It  is  not  so 
much  to  be  desired,  that  the  term  of 
«ttidioa»  labour  uliould*  b«  uirasually 


contracted,  as  that  it'sboOld  be  f)i2t 
to  the  utmost  pro6t;  and  to  those  who 
have  attained  quickly  the  first  step  of 
requisite  preliciency,  I  would  point  out 
the  higher  stages  of  ^oished  and  oe- 
compli?hed  study,  as  the  proper  goal 
and  termination  of  their  labour.  Men 
of  higher  views  and  superior  minds  dd 
not,  indeed >  continue  their  -studious 
vigils  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  the 
bounds  of  school  a  little  sooner.  l*he^r 
an>b(tion  is  not  satished  with  superficial 
competency ;  excellence  is  their  aim, 
and  in  that  generous  pursuit  it  is  fit 
that  honour  should  attend  their  exer- 
tions, as  fame  and  fortune  will  surely 
crown  and  reward  them. 

The  praise  which  is  due,  and  which, 
from  this  chair,  shall  ever  be  paid  to 
extraordinary  and  rapid  pr(^;rest  in  the 
studies  of  this  college,  is  to  be  re* 
ceived,  then,  not  as  an  invitation  to  an 
early  retreat  from  study,  but  as  an  ex- 
hortation to  persevere,  and  as  a  cordial 
to  animate  a  constant  as  well  as  vigor- 
ous pursuit  of  excellence. 

Nothing  is  better  established  than 
that  the  acquisitions  made  in  the  lattef 
periods  of  study,  surpass  by  far,  in 
value,  its  early  and  elementary  attain- 
ments. The  student  is  himself  strength- 
ened both  by  the  natural  advance  of 
intellectual  maturity,  and  by^  the  facili- 
ties, which  habits  of  industry,  and  the 
frequent  exercise  of  his  faculties,  will 
ever  add  to  the  proper  powers  of  ap- 
pliorion  and  labour.  He  has  now  a 
foundation,  too,  to  build  upon.  That 
foundation,  desirable,  no  doubt,  in 
itself,  acquires,  however,  its  principal 
estimation  as  the  basis  of  a  richer  and 
more  finished  superstructure.  Iho 
accumulative  powers  of  knowledge^ 
like  those  of  other  capital,  advance  in 
a  growing  .ratio.  Not  only  more  is 
acquired,  but  the  acquisition  is  of 
higher  standard  and  value.  These  ob- 
servations are  confirmed  by  experience) 
and  in  add u ion  to  the  proofs  that 
might  be  drawn  from  every  other 
source,  the  college  of  Fort  Wilhain 
has,  in  my  short  r.Cqtiaintance  with  it, 
furnished  striking  examples  of  tb« 
truth  I  am  now  iuculcaimg.  Let  me 
recommend  it,  then^  to  rhose  studeniSf 
who  are  conscious  «f  » liborkl  tasieftf 
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Itdge,  and  who  possess  those  sure 
badges  of  su|)enor  minds,  a  lov« 
of  excellence,  and  an  ambition  to  at- 
tain it;  let  me  recommend  to  those 
who  recognize  in  their  own  characters, 
chose  strong  features  of  wisdom  and 
virtue,  to  extend,  I  mean  within 
reasonable  and  moderate  bounds,  the 
season  of  acquirement,  rather  than  to 
rush  forth  with  the  crowd,  at  the 
first  imbarriug  of  the  doors,  bearing 
•with  them  but  a  pittance  hir  present 
use,  and  leavii  g  treasures  behind. 

It  ha^  been  shewn  that  under  the 
several  heads  of  compari:ion,  resting 
alone  on  the  formal  ground  of  nume- 
rical estimation,  the  iwo  years,  with  a 
slight  advant^ce  sometimes  on  one 
side  and  sometimes  on  the  other,  will 
remain  with  balanced  scales,  and  can 
be  placed  only  on  a  footing  of  equality. 
But  in  other  points  of  view  I  arn 
enabled,  with  much  gratitication,  to 
state  some  solid  and  essential  acquis! '^ 
tions  of  the  present  year. 

The  first,  and  perhaps  most  visible> 
conquest  of  that  period,  has  been 
made  in  tde  Arabic  language.  In  that 
language  we  possess  the  exrraordinary> 
and,  as  I  am  informed,  the  urKxam- 
pled  proficiency  of  Mr.  Sottiebyj 
unexampled,  I  mean,  in  the  college 
of  Fort  William  j  and  I  might  em- 
ploy^ I  believe,  if  it  were  ever  dis- 
creet to  do  80>  expressions  of  tuuch 
wid6r  and  more  comprehensive  im- 
port. Mr.  FurneauE  and  Mr  Tod 
have  also  attained  a  distinguished 
degree  of  proficiency  in  the  same  lan- 
guage. The  Arabic  of  Mr.  Magniac 
is  indeed  not  of  our  own  growth,  but 
it  now  flourishes  in  our  soil,  and  I 
wiii  at  least  claim  by  anticipation  the 
fruits  of  our  future  culture. 

That  the  progress  of  the  present 
year,  in  Arabic,  is  much  greater  ih^n 
is  shewn  by  a  mere  numerical  compa*- 
rison  o(  the  students  reported  to  have 
attaiAeil  proficiency  in  that  language 
during,  the  two  peritxJs,  cannot  be 
doubled.  The  students  in  Arabic  of 
the  present  year,  if  tried  with  ^the 
proficiency  of  the  former,  must  bo 
ranked  apart^  and  woui.t  leave  the 
preceding  y«ar  iu  a  separate  and  iDfe- 
lior  form. 


I  cannot  congratulate  tbfe  college  oo 
this  interesting  and  important  acquisif 
tioQ,  without  calling  to  their  not icQ 
the  eminent  and  conspicuous  merits  o^ 
the  learned  professor  of  Arabic  and 
Persian,  Mr.  Lumsden,  to  whose  assi* 
duous  labour  and  talents,  not  less  thao 
to  the  diligence  and  capacity  of  bis 
pupils,  the  college  and  the  public  are 
indebted  for  this  precious  accession  lo 
the  learning  of  British  India.  Tho 
value  of  this  improvement  will  b9 
readily  appreciated  by  those  who  know^ 
that  Arabic  is  to  be  considered  as  fun- 
damental in  the  principal  branches  of 
oHental  philology  ;v  and  iliat,  without 
restmg  his  studies  on  tl^at  basis,  th# 
I^er^ian  scholar  may  possess  a  popular 
aiid  superficial,  but  cannot  attain  a 
radical  and  consummate  knowledge  of 
the  latter  language.  The  Arabic  pos^* 
sesse^,  of  its  own,  rich  stores,  both  of 
science  and  literature  ^  and  we  cannot 
forget  that  when  the  reviving  learning 
of  the  west  was  yet  in  a  sort  of  new 
infancy,  the  Arabic  language  was  not 
only  a  vehicle  of  Eastern  knowledge^ 
but  was  found  to  have  atforded,  at 
least,  a  partial  refuge  to  the  perishing 
learning  of  ancient  Europe*  which  it 
restored  to  the  awaketiing  enquiries 
and  researches  of  modern  scholars. 

Mr.  Lumsden*s  valuable  services 
are  di^icerncd  in  the  growing  prod- 
ciency  of  the  .college  of  Fort  WilliaiT)> 
in  every  branch  of  study  committed  to 
his  charge,  and  not  less  so  in  its  Per- 
sian than  in  its  Arabic  pursuits.  Ihi* 
world  is  indebted,  also,  to  his  learned 
labours  for  a  variety  of  works  in  orien* 
tal  philology  and  literature,  executed* 
or  in  progress,  which  it  is  not  now* 
however^  the  luoment  to  eaum^* 
rate. 

1  have  placed  the  progress  made  ia 
the  Arabic  studies  of  the  college  at  tlto 
hc^il  of  those  proofs  of  advancement 
wliich  the  present  )  ear  has  aftbrded, 
because  the  iiT' prove  lueut  iu  (bis 
branch  is  matlsj.'.  manifest  by  clear 
aucf  visib  e  crltei  ionsi  Bu(  it  is,  per- 
haps,  yet  more  graiifyingand  encou- 
ra;it.g  to  auti,  as  on  sate  authority  I 
may,  that  the  studious  bibits  of  the 
college  have  perceptibly  increased.  If 
I  am  well  iafoiiued,  the  ardjut  o^id 
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constancy  displayed  in  study,  daring 
the  present  year,  had  never  before 
been  eqoalled.  It  would  seem  as  if  a 
sudden  burst  of  emulation  had  broken 
forth,  and  not  only  sharpened  applica- 
tion and  energy,  which  had  stocxl  the 
proof  before^  but  roused  and  awakened 
faculties,  which  till  then  had  slumber- 
ed under  the  enervating  influence  of 
indolence  or  dissipation.  That  the 
quantity  and  ardour  of  study  of  the 
present  year  has  been  conspicuous, 
compared  with  former  periods,  lam 
happy  to  have  been  informed,  and  to 
l>eiieve. 

The  natural  consequence  has  fol- 
lowed. The  proficiency  of  the  present 
year  has  gained  also  on  the  former.  It 
might  be  collected  from  the  reports  of 
the  several  professors  in  the  final  ex- 
amination of  the  year ;  but  it  is  ex- 
pressively established  by  the  opinions 
and  suffrages  of  the  professors  them- 
selves, and  of  all  those  who  are  quali- 
fied to  pronounce  on  the  comparative 
difficulty  of  the  exercises  vappointed 
ibr  each  year,  that  the  qualifications 
required  for  being  ranked  in  the  higher 
classes  on  the  late  examination,  much 
exceeded  those  which  would  have 
placed  the  student  in  classes  of  the 
same  denomination  at  all  former  pe- 
riods. This  proposition  is  capable  of 
demonstration  from  a  mere  statement 
of  the  books  read,  and  the  exercises 
performed,  in  Arabic,  in  Per^n,  in 
Hindoostanee,  and  in  Bengalee ;  but  it 
jhall  suffice  to  say  in  ibis  place,  that 
this  strong  criterion  of  prc^rress  is  sup- 
ported by  the  authority  of  those  whose 
testimony  is  proof. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  saying,  that 
the  general  conduct  of  the  students,  of 
all  ranks  and  standing,  has,  with  few 
exceptions,  been  highly  meritorious 
and  exemplary,  more  especially  in  re- 
gularity of  attendance,  of  which  some 
junior  members,  whose  names,  I  am 
confident,  will  adorn  the  next  discourse 
that  will  be  delivered  fh)m  this  chair, 
have  furnished  vety  laudable  exam- 
ples. 

The  progress  that  has  been  made 
hi  the  studies  of  the  college  of  Fort 
William,  atid  in  the  proficiency  of  its 
tudoats,  form  the  daaiest  and  best- 


founded  encomium  on  the  prbfenors 
and  officers,  who  have  Been  the  meri- 
torious instruments  of  this  inaprove* 
ment;  but  I  should  deprive  myself 
c^  a  great  satisfaction,  if  I  omitted  to 
record,  on  the  present  anniversary,  the 
conspicuous  and  continued  zeal,  assi- 
duity, talents,  and  erudition,  whidi 
have  ever  distinguished  the  learned  in- 
structors, native  not  less  than  Euro- 
pean, attached  in  their  several  capa- 
cities to  this  college. 

I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  pre- 
senting degrees  of  honour,  and  other 
badges  of  merit,  to  the  fdlowing  gen- 
tlemen : 

I.Mr.  Sotheby, 

2.  Mr.  Fumeaux, 

3.  Mr.  Sargent, 

4.  Mr.  Forrester, 
«.  Mr.Tod, 
^.Mr.Tulloh. 

Mr.  Sotheby,  whose  name  stands  at 
the  head  of  the  college  roll,  was  ad- 
mitted in  September,  1607,  one  year 
and  four  months  prior  to  the  late  ex- 
amination. He  holds  the  first  place  in 
Arabic;  the  first  in  Persian;  the  se- 
cond in  Hindostanee;  and  is  reported 
proficient  in  Mahratta.  To  this  may 
be  added  an  elementary  acquaintance 
with  Sanscrit. 

.  In  Arabic  it  is  not  enough  to  say 
that  he  occupies  the  first  place.  His 
superiority  is  such  as  to  rank  him,  in 
troth,  in  a  separate-class  of  his  own  ; 
and  he  has  left  both  his  ootemporary 
eoppetitors,  and  every  student  a( 
Arabic  since  the  foundation  of  the 
college  bf  Fort  William,  at  a  distance. 
His  Arabic  studies  are,  indeed,  dis- 
tinguished by  one  proof  of  excellence, 
which  will  place  him  on  a  level  with 
the  majority  even  of  learned  Asi- 
atics. He  has  read  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Mok^m^t  Hariti,  a  work  of 
such  difficulty,  that  few  native  scho- 
'lars  can  master  it  without  previous 
study.  He  has  also  afforded,  at  the 
late  examination,  a  difficult,  but  con- 
clusive proof  of  Arabic  proficiency,  by 
accurate  translatiofis  firom  English  into 
that  language. 

Mr.  Sotheby's  superiority  in  Persian 
is  not  less  conspicuous ;  and  if  to  these 
enuoent  acquiremisnts  be  added  a  rank 
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next  to  tbe  highest  in  Htndoostanee,  a 
proficiency  in  Mahratta,  and  an  ele- 
jneotaiy  knowledge  of  Sanscrit,  we 
shall  not  think  the  short  term  of  Mr. 
Sotheby*s  collegiate  life  DQisspenl  in 
the  acquisition,  or  in  the  high  culti- 
vatiou  of  five  oriental  languages.  The 
rapidity  of  Mr.  Soihehy's  acquire* 
ments  in  the  four  months  that  pre- 
ceded the  former  examination,  was 
a  diieme  of  cordial  commendation  and 
applause.  In  my  desire,  however,  to 
discover  progress  in  the  sut>sequent 
period,  I  do  not  fear  to  compare  Mr. 
Sotheby  even  with  himself,  and  to 
congratulate  Mr.  8otbeJby  of  the  pre- 
sfot  year  on  a  victory  over  his  junior 
of  the  last.  Fonr  mouths  was,  in- 
deed, a  short  period  for  his  former 
acquisitions;  but  if  the  conquests  of 
tbe  followiug  year  be  measured,  he 
will  still  b&  found  to  have  maintained 
his  advantage  against  time ;  and  if  the 
value,  as  well  as  the  extent,  of  his 
acquirements  be  con5idered>  the  sud- 
den fruits  of  the  last  short  season  can 
stand  no  comparison  With  the  full 
aud  mature  harvest  of  the  present. 

Iconfess  that  I  contemplate  with  more 
.  than  ordinary  satisfaction  and  interest, 
tbe  successful  termination  of  Mr.  So- 
thel^y's  academical  labours.  He  dis* 
covered  formerly  what  appeared  to  me 
marks,  not  to  be  mistaken,  of  judg- 
ment, character,  and  .energy,  the 
steadiness  and  success  of  which  might 
with  confidence  be  depended  upon. 
When  he  resolved  to  prolong  a  volun- 
tary restraint,  and  to  labour,  not  for 
present  and  golden  advantage,  but  for 
the  pure  love  of  excellence,  I  pro- 
nounced, as  I  felt,  the  eulogy  of  that 
virtuous  disposition.  Had  tbe  labour, 
he  then  courted,  been  permitted  to 
relax ;  bad  this  year  of  supererogation 
proved  barren,  or  even  less  truitful  than 
the  season  which  it  succeeded,  Mr. 
Sotheby  would  have  deceived  tbe 
hopes  he  bad  created,  and  I  should 
on  this  day  experience  the  pain  of  con- 
demning, perhaps^  by  faint  praise,  the 
object  of  my  former  encomium.  The 
contrary  has  happened,  as  was  to  be 
expected;  the  resolution  of  last  year 
has  not  proved  to  be  a  flash  of  mo- 
mentary enthusiasm,  but  the  steady 


resolve  of  an  ardent,  but  sober  mind, 
conscious  alike  of  its  own  constancy 
and  vigour.  I  can  say  nothing  better 
to  Mr.  Sotheby,  nothing  more  expres- 
sive of  my  own  sentiments,  and,  X 
think,  of  those  of  the  world,  than 
that  he  has  ililfilled  his  own  fair  pro- 
mise. In  the  wider  field  of  useful 
and  practical  exertions  which  now 
claims  him,  he  carries  hence  my  ar- 
dent wish,  and  not  less  my  confident 
expectation.,  that  qualities  so^welL 
proved  will  bring,  each  /ear,  fresh 
accessions  of  benefit  to  the  state,  and 
of  honour  to  himself. 

Mr.  Furueaux  was  admitted  in  Au- 
gust, I8O7,  and  has  afforded  the  most 
satisfactory  proof  of  steady  and  vigor- 
ous application,  by  attaining,  in  sq 
short  a  period,  the  high  proficiency^ 
which  entitles  him  to  rank  4n  the  first 
classes  of  Persian  and  Hindoostanee, 
the  second  class  in  Bengalee,  and  the 
fourth  place  in  Arabic.  Mr.  Furneaux 
possesses  the  extensive  distinction  of 
having  stood  an  examination  in  four 
languages,  and  attained  high  profi- 
ciency ill  all.  In  quitting  study  for 
business,  he  carries  with  him  that  high 
and  merited  reputatioti  in  the  first 
stage  of  life,  which  will  be  sustained,  I 
am  confident,  through  every  succeeding 
period,  aqd  accompany  him,  through 
future  exertions,  to  those  honours^ 
which  are  the  just  reward  of  merit. 

Mr.  Sargent  holds  the  first  place  ia 
Hindoostanee,  the  first  in  Bengalee, 
and  is  reported  proficient  in  Ma()ratta, 
being  the  only  student  who  has  pre- 
sented himself  for  examination  in  that 
language.  Mr.  Sargent  was  admitted 
to  college  in  November,  I6O6,  but,  as 
I  am  informed,  the  acquirements  which 
I  have  now  stated  ai^  the  fruits  only  of 
tbe  last  year*8  study.  I  would  not 
recal  the  low  standard  of  Mr.  Sar- 
gent's former  acquisitions,  both  in  Per- 
sian and  Hindoostanee,  if  the  defects 
of  the  preceding  period  did  not  now 
redound  to  the  credit  of  the  following. 
Mr.  Sargent  is  distinguish^  at  this 
day  by  very  uncommon  and  remarkable 
proficiency  in  Hindoostanee  and  Ben- 
galee. In  the  former,  be  has  prevailed 
against  so  formidable  an  opponent  as 
M'.  Sotheby.    Of  his  masterly  know- 
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ledge  of  the  second,  independent  of 
other  testimonies,  I  have  already  ad- 
duced his  translation  of  Virgil  into  tliat 
language.  His  proficiency  in  Mabrat- 
ta  has  also  been  adverted  to  before. 

He  was  prevented,  by  indisposition, 
from  aiteiiding  the  examination  in 
Persian,  and  is,  therefore,  not  included 
in  the  report  of  that  branch  of  study, 
but  I  believe  I  may  safely  add,  to  his 
-other  utlainmentR,  a  considerable  pro^ 
gress  in  the  Persian  language.  1  should 
fall  short,  however,  of  the  commen* 
datloD  which  is  due  to  this  gentleman, 
if  I  were  contented  with  a  bare  enu* 
meration  of  his  various  successful 
studies,  and  if  I  did  not  point  with 
satisfaction  to  that  circumstance  in  the 
history  of  his  academical  life,  which 
most  enhances  the  merit  of  his  dis- 
tinguished labours,  and  which,  having 
once  furnished  m  niter  of  uneasy  reflex- 
ion, has  been  converted  by  subsequent 
ttxertion  into  a  foundation  of  reputation 
and  honour.  Mr.  Sargent  has  not 
only  accomplished  the  difficult  labours 
which  have  been  recited,  in  a  much 
shorter  period  than  his  standing 
denotes,  but  he  has  achieved  the  more 
arduous  task  of  subduing  himself,  and 
breaking  thiough  the  strong  con- 
troui  of  indolent  and  enervating  habit. 
His  character  and  talents  were  not 
formed  for  a  long  subjugation  to  such 
restraints,  and  when  honour  and  duty 
were  fairly  placed  before  bis  view, 
his  mind  acknowledged  their  higher 
attraction,  and  the  ardour  of  his  pur- 
suit soon  regained  the  ground  which 
the  tardiness  of  its  commencement  had 
Jost.  * 

I  dwell  with  peculiar  pleasure  on 
this  topic,  not  only  as  honorable  in  a 
high  degree  to  Mr.  Sargent  himself, 
but  as  furnishing  a  powerful  invitation 
and  encouragement  to  those,  who 
may  yet  be  held  in  the  chains  which 
be  has  broken,  to  make  that  manly 
effort,  from  which  his  example  has 
taught  them  to  expect  success. 

Mr^  Forrester  has  attained  the  se- 
cond class  in  Persian,  the  second  in 
Bengalee,  and  be  ranks  in  the  first 
dass  of  Hindoostanee. 

liifr.  Tttlloh  u  ranked  in  the  first 


class  of  Persian,  the  first  dass  of  ITm* 
doostanee,  and  the  second  dass  ia 
Bengalee.  Both  these  .  gentkmea 
were  admitted  in  Aug.  I8O7,  aod 
have  afforded  the  most  honourable 
proofs  of  application  and  talents  bj 
the  profit  to  which  they  have  put  thk 
moderate  period  of  study,  in  the  ac* 
quisition  of  distinguished  proficieocj 
in  three  languages. 

I  have  reserved  Mr.  Tod,  who  stands 
third  in  Arabic,  third  in  Persian,  and 
third  in  Hindoostanee,  as  claiming 
distinguished  notice  in  a  point  of  coo- 
duct  and  character,  of  which  only  ooe 
other  instance  has  b«en  afforded.  Mr. 
Tod  was  reported  at  the  exarainatioa 
of  last  year  qualified  to  quit  the  College 
and  enter  in  the  public  service.  Mr. 
Tod,  already  entitled  to  claim  eman- 
cipation from  the  restiraint  and  fatigue 
of  study,  holding  already  in  his  posses- 
sion the  clear  sanction  of  authority  for 
embracing  the  tempting  objects,  wbicb 
the  world  presented  to  him,  offered  a 
second  example,  in  the  same  week,  of 
that  option,  rare  and  always  to  be  ad- 
mired, which  Mr.  Sotheby  had  already 
made.  Mr  Tod  requested  and  oth- 
tained  the  permission  of  the  college  to 
continue  his  studies,  and  to  add  a  jret 
higher  proficiency  to  that  which  bad 
suffered  to  release  him  from  tuitioo, 
and  usher  him  into  the  cstptivatiog 
scenes  of  active  life.  1  was  not  soon 
enough  acquainted  with  Mr.  Tod's 
pariidpation  in  this  merit  to  give 
his  due  share  of  the  applaoie, 
which,  at  the  last  anniversary,  was 
bestowed  upon  another,  and  I  am 
happy  on  this  day  to  render  the  justice, 
to  which  he  was  then  entitled.  Tbt 
estimation,  in  which  I  hold  this  unosnai 
sacrifice  of  tastes  and  desires  so  natural, 
and  how  much  I  honour  this  devotion 
to  higher  pursuits,  has  been  expressed 
too  fully  on  a  fornier  occasion  to  adoiit 
of  my  enlarging  again  even  upon  a 
theme  so  grateful.  I  must  be  content 
to  say  that  the  sentimenu  I  have  al- 
ready delivered  on  that  topic  are  ad* 
dressed  alike,  to  Mr.  Tod,  who  will, 
I  am  sure,  reap  a  rich  and  full  coto* 
pensation  for  this  period  of  self  deoiali 
m  the  gratifying  reflection  which  the 
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memoryof  thatsacrificewHl  tlirotigb  life 
a^rd  to  himself;  and  in  the  esteem 
whidi  it  will  ever  attach  to  his  name 
in  the  world. 

I  proceed  to  a  less  grateful  part  of 
mj  doty,  and  have  now  to  observe  on 
s  passage  inthe  report  of  this  examina« 
Hon,  which  I  cannot  contemplate 
withont  concern/  The  college  conn- 
cU  have  judged  it  proper  to  submit  to 
roe  the  following  fesolcrtion  : 

"  Resolved  further,  that  the  follow- 
iog  students  be  noticed  to  the  right 
honorable  the  visitor,  as  having  been 
above  two  years  attached  to  the  col- 
lege, but  not  included  in  the  above 
rdport«  in  consequence  of  two  of  them, 
Messrs.  Monckton  and  Pond,  having 
attained  pro^ciency  in  one  language 
enly,  and  the  others  not  appearing 
proficient  in  any  language." 

The  list  alluded  to  consists  of  seven 
students,  of  whom  I  shall  name,  how- 
ever, only  the  two  gentlemen  speci- 
^ed  in  the  body  of  the  resolution,  who 
are  distinguishable  from  the  remain- 
ing five,  by  proficiency,  at  least,  in 
one  language,  and  also  by  natural  or 
other  unavoidable  disqualifications, 
yvhicb,  without  the  imputation  of  vo- 
luntary neglect,  may  apcount  for  their 
studies  having  been  confined  within 
the  limit. 

Mr.  Monckton  has  attained  a  very 
distinguished  degree  of  proficiency  in 
the  language  of  Bengal,  .occupying  the 
third  place  in  that  study,  and  yielding 
only  to  competitors  as  eminent  as  Mr. 
Sargent  and  Mr.  Forrester.  I  have 
ah-eady  remarked  with  satisfaction,  on 
the  indisputable  proof  of  Mr.  Monck* 
ton's  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Ben- 
galee dialect  furnished  by  his  succey- 
fal  execution  oi  a  task  so  difiScuU  as 
a  version  into  that  language  of  the 
tragedy  of  the  Tempest.  In  this  lan- 
guage, therefore,  Mr.  Monckton  has 
attained,  not  merely  the  competent 
knowledge,  wlveh  would,  in  resp"tt 
of  that  branch  m  his  studies,  entitle 
him  to  be  released  from  College,  but 
he  is  distinguished  by  a  high  and  re-' 
tnarkable  proficiency. 

Combined  with  the  merit  he  may 
jusdy  claim  in  what  he  has  acquired. 


the  disadvantage  to  which  ht  has 
been  subjected  by  a  natural  mfirmity, 
in  the  prosecution  of  further  smdies, 
has  been  thought  worthy  of  coq- 
tideratioo,  and  has  appeared  to  fnV- 
nish  an  adequate  justification  of  his 
failure  in  some  part  of  those  qualifica« 
tions  usually  required  for  quitting  col- 
lege. ^Tt  has  been  considered  also  that 
the  language,  in  Which  he  is  so  well 
versed,  will  enable  him  to  discharge, 
without  detriment  to  the  public,  the 
duties  of  the  commercial  branch  of  the 
service  which  he  has  chosen. 

Mr.  Pond  is  similarly  ci«:omstan- 
ced  ;  he  has  attained  a  considerable 
proficiency  in  the  same  language,  and 
has  been  disabled,  by  a  long  course  of 
ill  health, "  from  acquiring  a  compe- 
tent knowledge  of  any  ftther. 

I  have   been  desirous  to  state  the 
considerations    which  have   governed  ' 
the  resolutions  adopted  in   fwour  of 
these  gentlemen,  for  two  reasons. 

First,  because  I  think  myself,  and 
the  college  council,  responsible  for 
an  impartial  administration  of  the 
powers  with  which   we  are   invested. 

Secondly,  because  the  indulgence 
extended  to  these  gentlemen,f if  mis- 
interpreted, and  if  its  principle  were 
not  clearly  explained,  might  load  to 
an  opinion  of  latitude,  and  arbitrary 
discretion,  in  the  execution  of  />or 
regulations,  which  would  give  birth 
to  hopes  of  partial  relaxalign,  very 
adverse  to  exertion,  and  diligence, 
and  sure  to  end  in  the  disappointifienf 
of  that  unreasonable  expectation,  and 
in  regret  for  having  entertained  it. 

H  these  two  gentlemen  had  aq- 
qnired  the  proficiency  yrhich  they  are 
reported  by  the  college  council  to 
possess,  in  one  language  only,  but  had 
been  subject  to  no  insurmountabla 
obstacle  in  the  acquisition  of  more, 
they  would  not  have  been  permitted 
to  quit  college. 

So  if  Mr.  Monkton  had  only  the 
im[)ediment  of  speech  under  whiri\  he 
labours,  and  Mr.  l^ond  had  r.nly  tlie 
infirm  health  with  which  he  has  been 
afflicted,  to  plead ;  but  could  neither 
of  them  have;  laid  claim  to  the  profi- 
ciency they  have  attained  in  Ben^lee^ 
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they  would  have  been  detained  another 
year  at  college. 

It  is  the  nnited  influence  of  these 
two  considerations  which  has  led,  in 
the  instance  of  these  individuals,  to  a 
decision,  in  which  is  has,  after  all, 
been  necessary,  that  both  justice  and 
indulgence  should  conspire. 

Of  the  remaining  ii\e  gentlemen, 
to  whom  the  resolution  of  the  college 
council  lately  read,  applies,  there  is 
one  precisely  in  the  situatioo  which 
has  been  described  as  insufficient  to 
claim  the  extension  of  this  indulgence. 
He  is  retarded  in  his  studies  by  an  im- 
pediment of  speech;  but  his  study 
has  not  been  slow  and  limited  alone ; 
it  has  been  wholly  unproductive.  If 
it  were  admitted,  as  it  cannot  be,  tiiat 
bis  infirmity  could  account,  without 
some  defect  in  diligence,  for  a  total 
want  of  all  progress  in  a  period  of  no 
Jess  than  two  years  and  a  half,  it  would 
not  be  the  less  true  that  he  remains 
unqualified  for  every  branch  of   the 

Imblic  service.  I  should  certainly 
ament  extremely  any  mortification, 
or  any  detriment  to  his  fortune,  which 
$hould  fiall  upon  his  infirmity  alone. 
But,  in  truth,  these  regulations  are 
iiot  framed  on  a  penal  principle,  to 
chastise  the  individual  who  may  have 
failed  in  the  full  discharge  of  his  duty. 
The  rule  and  practice  of  this  college, 
which  require  a  specified  proficiency 
in  some  of  the  Eastern  languages, 
from  those,  v^ho  are  candidates  for 
public  employment,  have  two  impor- 
tant public  objects  in  view.  To  pro- 
vide qualified  servants  to  the  com- 
pany ;  and  to  discourage  the  want  of 
Industry  in  those  studies  which  can 
alone  furnish  the  qualifications  re- 
quired. A  firm  and  even  rigorous 
adherence  to  this  regulation  is  deemed, 
therefore,  essential  to  the  interest  both 
of  leacningand  of  the  public  service^ 
and  it  is  my  duty  to  announce  to  the 
five  gentlemen  alluded  to,  that  they 
are  not  permitted  to  leave  college. 

I  fery  cordially  regret,  but  1  should 
regret  yet  more  deeply^  the  disap- 
pointment of  the  indhriduals,  against 
whom  a  point  of  discipline  is  enforced 
Upon  a  prinoiple  cf  pubUc  conve- 
nience .and  benefit,     if    I   werA  nnt 


persuaded,  that  the  dedsion,  which 
gives  present  dissatistaction.  Is  likely 
to  prove  the  most  beneficial  for  them- 
selves as  well  as  the  public. 

If  a  just  impression  is  made  upon  the 
minds  of  these  gentlemen  ;  if  this 
state  of  temporary  discredit  should 
awaken  a  generous  desire  to  shake  it 
off,  and  to  cover  even  the  memory  of 
it  by  future  honour,  ^an  opportunity, 
ungracious  indeed  in  form,  but  invalu- 
able, if  happily  improved.  Is  presented 
to  convert  their  present  regrets  into  a 
source  of  pe(rmanefit  satisfaction  and 
comfort.  Examples  are  furnished  in 
this  very  year  to  prove  that  lost  time 
is  not  irrecoverable  j  and  that  a  late 
commencement  of  study  may  ^oon  be 
compensated  by  the  celerity  of  future 
progress.  The  pei^iod  of  their  atten- 
dance on  college  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
tremely long,  and  if  the  present  dis, 
appointment  should  fortunateh,  as 
in  some  instances,  at  least,  i  am 
happy  to  be  convinced,  it  will  be  put  to 
profit  in  the  manner  I  have  described, 
I  will  venture  to  assure  those  indivi* 
duals,  that  the  chagrin  of  the  pre- 
sent hour  will  soon  make  room  fof 
more  grateful  reflection^,  and  will  nl- 
timately  be  effaced  by  the  consolatof}* 
consciousness  of  desert,  confirmed 
by  the  esteem  and  approbation  of  the 
world. 

I  cannot  believe  that  we  should 
have  even  one  amongst  us  so  estranged 
from  the  honourable  principles,  with 
which  he  is  surrounded,  as  to  pursue 
deliberately  the  opposite  course,  and 
to  stiflen  his  mind  equally  against  the 
discipline  of  authority,  and  the  admo- 
nition of  kindness,  solicitious  for  his 
own  welfare.  Candour  and  justice, 
however,  required  that  even  to  such, 
a  seasonable  warning  should  be  given, 
that  they  ipust  not  be  surprized  if  at 
the  expiration  of  another  year  of  fruit- 
less attendance  on  the  college  of  Fort 
William,  the  company,  to  whose  fa- 
vour they  aspire,  should  pronounce  on 
them  a  sentence  of  incapacity,  and  to 
refiise  to  en^rtain  unprofitable  serr 
vants,  who  hav^  not  fifiiled  in  acquir- 
ing>  but  have  indulged  a  sullen  deter- 
mination not  to  acquire  those  qoalifica- 
tinnfi  whirl)  ar^.  ej;sential  to  r£»nder  their 
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serrices  in  any  degree  acceptaUe  or 
usefuL 

It  has  been  nsual  to  notice  on  this 
occasion  the  most  esteemed  works, 
either  in  the  langdages  of  the  East^  or 
connected  with  oriental  literature, 
which  have  appeared  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  The  year  which  we  are  now 
commemotatiog  has  not  been  barren, 
and  enables  me  to  congratulate  the 
learned  world  on  a  valuable  addition 
to  the  stock  of  Eastern  knowledge. 

The  Moonlukhub-ool  Loghat,  an 
Arabic  lexicon  explained  in  Persian, 
has  been  printed  by  the  Native  propri- 
etors of  the  Persian  press.  It  is  a 
work  held  in  great  estimation  for  its 
acknowledged  accuracy  and  conve- 
nient arrangement,  and  the  publication 
of  a  collated  and  corrected  edition  of 
this  useful  work  must  afford  important 
aid  to  the  students  of  the  Persian  as 
well  as  of  the  Arabic  language.  It  may 
be  expected  to  be^followed  by  other 
publications,  equally  conspicuous  for 
accuracy  and  neatness,  through  the 
persevering  industry  and  enterprise  of 
Native  printers. 

The  types  which  have  been  em- 
ployed for  the  publications,  now  no- 
ticed, are  in  a  great  measure  logo- 
graphic,  and  are  adapted  to  imitate 
more  nearly  the  written  characters  than 
any  before  attempted.  From  this 
successful  endeavour  to  improve  the 
Persian  type,  further  progress  may 
be  reasonably  anticipated,  and  it  may 
be  ho[)ed,  that  ultimately  the  press 
may  be  enabled  to  vie  with  manu- 
scripts in  beauty  and  cheapness,  as  it 
surpasses  them  in  accuracy.  The  de- 
gree of  perfection  already  attained  is 
due  to  the  professor  of  Arabic  and 
Persian,  who  gave  particular  coun- 
tenance and  encouragement  to  this  in- 
teresting undertaking.  The  types  were 
executed  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion and  superintendance  of  natives 
attached  to  the  college. 

The  professor  of  Arabic  and  Persian 
has  entered  on  a  more  arduous  task  ; 
that  of  preparing  for  the  press,  with 
the  assistance  of  learned  natives  at- 
tached to  this  department,  a  correct 
copy  of  the  celebrated  Shanamah. 
This  j)oem,    the  boast  and  pride  of 


transcendant  genius,  will  no  doubt  be 
restored  by  their  labours  to  the  purity^ 
in  which  so  classic  a  poem  should  be 
"  exhibited. 

Considerable  progress  has  been^made 
by  the  professor  in  publishing  a  cor- 
rect copy  of  the  Mukamat-Hariti,  a 
classical  work  in  the  Arabic  language 
of  great  merit.  By  this  publication, 
an  essential  service  will  be  rendered 
to  the  students  of  that  language,  and  to 
the  learned  in  Europe  as  well  as  in 
Indfa. 

At  the  recommendation  of  the  coun- 
cil of  the  college,  government  has  ex- 
tended its  patronage  to  the  Dubistan- 
i-Muzahib,  a  Persian  work  of  cele* 
brity,  containing  much  curious  infor- 
mation on  the  ancient  religions  of' 
Persia  and  of  India.  It  has  been  re- 
vised from  the  collation  of  numerous 
maauscripts  by  a  learned  native,  Moa<> 
lavee  Nuzur  Ashrof,  and  will  be  pub- 
lished by  the  native  proprietors  of  a 
press,  which  was  established  in  a  for- 
mer year  under  particular  encourage- 
ment afforded  to  it  by  the  college. 

The  native  proprietors  of  the  San* 
scrit  press  have,  with  the  improved 
Nagree  types,  which  were  noticed  oq 
a  former  occasion,  printed  several  po« 
pular  works,  generally  admired  by 
those  who  cultivate  Indian  literature* 
At  the  recommendation  of  the  council 
of  the  college,  those  publications  have 
received  encouragement  from  govern- 
ment, and  the  publisher  has  been  able ' 
to  afford  them  at  so  moderate  a  price, 
as  to  furnish  a  strong  confirmation  of 
the  hope  entertained,  that  the  press 
may  be  rendered  instrumental  to  the 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
file  natives  of  the  country*  The  songs 
of  Jayadeva  and  the  Bhagvatagitag 
which  ara  known  to  the  English  read- 
ers by  the  translations  i»f  Sir  William 
Jones  and  Mr.  Wilkins,  are  among 
the  works  already  published. 

Vocabularies,  Persian  and  Hindoos* 
tanee,  and  Sanscrit  and  Bengalee,  pre- 
pared with  the  view  of  collecting  ma- 
terials for  a  comparative  vocabulary  of 
the  various  Indian  languages,  as  men- 
tioned on  a  former  occasion,  have  been 
completed,  and  are  in  the  course  of 
circulation.    It  is  hoped  that  consider 
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collecting  accurate  and  copious  vooa- 
bulnries  of  the  namerons  languages 
nnd  dialects  of  India,  and  of  contigu- 
ous countries.  In  the  mean  time, 
a  comparative  vocabulary  of  twelve 
principal  languages^  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, and  in  the  same  order  with  the 
Sanscrit  dictionary,  termed  the  Amera 
Cosha,  has  been  compiled,  by  persons 
employed  for  that  purpose,  by  Mr 
Colebroke,  and  a  copy  of  it  has  been 
prepared  to  be  deposited  in  the  library 
of  the  college.  The  languages  com- 
prized in  the  compilation,  are  those  of 
Bengal,  Orisia,  Tirhoot,  Hjndoostan, 
Pfenjah,  Cashroeer,  Nepal,  Guzrat, 
Canara.  anJ  Telirgana,wilh  the  Mah- 
tatta  and  Tamul  or  Malabar. 

In  prosecution  of  the  design  of  mak- 
ing an  extensive  collection  of  dialects 
ppoken  in  countries  contiguous  to  India, 
it  is  intended  to  print  and  distribute 
•  vocabulary  of  the  Malay  and  Bur- 
ttiah  languages,  corresponding  to  the 
Persian  and  Sanscrit  vocabularies  aU 
ready  printed.  The  numerous  original 
languages  of  the  vast  Archipelago  in 
which  the  Malay  language  is  us^d, 
Biay  be  obtained  through  this  me- 
aUurn  5  and  the  languages  of  the  coun- 
triei  on  the  continent,  between  the 
east  of  Bengal,  and  west  of  China, 
will  be  collected  through  the  Bur- 
ixiah  language.  By  means  of  both, 
provided  the  dfsign  be  seconded  by 
those,  who  have  the  opportunity  of 
promoting  it,  a  fund  of  curious  and 
useful  info'-mation  will  be  obtained, 
^nding  to  illustrate,  by  the  compa- 
rison of  *  their  languages,  the  connex- 
ion and  affinity  of  nations  at  present 
but  little  known.  The  practicat  uti« 
lity  of  a  copious  collection  of  languages 
and  dialects  in  a«e  in  countries,  with 
which  an  intercourse  is  maintained,  is 
obvious. 

The  undertaking  has  been  assisted 
by  the  preparation  of  types  of  the 
Burmah  character,  recently  for  the 
inission  press ;  and  is  the  fir^^t  instance 
4»f  the  application  of  the  art  of  prin- 
ting to  the  characters  of  a  language  of 
the  pastern  parts  of  India.  It  may 
he  expected  in  time  to  become  the 
Tehicle  of  making  known,  not  merely 
^e  toanty  literature,  of  those  coun- 


tries* to  the  learned  of  Europe,  but  evei» 
of  diffusing  in  those  countries  soma 
portion  of  the  light  of  European  sci- 
ence. 

The  2d  volume  of  tlie  Ransayana, 
translated  under  the  joint  patronage 
of  the  college  and  Asiatic  society,  has 
been  published  firom  the  press  of  the 
missionaries  at  Serampore.  The  aanoe 
persons  continue  to  be  ex^gngtsd  under 
the  patronage  of  the  college  on  a 
translation  of  a  Hindoo  system  of  philo- 
sophy, which  they  inleml  to  publish, 
like  the  mythological  p<K<m  above-men- 
tioned, with  the  original  text. 

A  Dictionary,  HindoslaueearKi  Eng- 
lish, which  has  been  .several  yeartt  iu 
the  press,  h^s  been  compJetecl  by  Dr. 
Hunter,  the  secretary  of  the  college, 
according  to  the  original  plan,  in  two 
volumes,  of  which  the  second  has 
-been  recently  published.  This  work 
will  no  doubt  greatly  facilitate  the  ac- 
quirement of  that  useful  language.  An 
appendix  to  this  work  has  b«en  an- 
nounced by  the  editor,  which  promises 
to  be  no  le.ss  useful  than  the  original 
publication. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  by 
the  professor  of  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations in  tin;  preparation  oi'  bis  ana- 
lysis of  the  regulations  enacted  by  the 
government  of  J5engal.  The^erondpart, 
includmg  the  Mohammedan  system  of 
crimiiial  law,the  moditicaiions  o{  it,and 
the  additions  to  it,  by  the  regulations 
of  the  British  government,  the  roles 
for  the  guidance  of  the  courts  of  cri- 
minal jurisdiction,  and  the  provisioni 
for  the  police,  is  completed,  and  the 
publication  of  this  sequel  of  a  useful 
and  important  work  may  be  soon  ex- 
pected. 

Connected  with  the  laws  of  tha 
Mohammedans,  which  are  founded  on 
the  Koran,  and  the  traditions  of  their 
prophet,  is  a  work  undertaken  by  ao 
officer  of  the  military  establishment 
under  this  presidency.  Captain  Mat- 
thews. This  is  a  translation  from  the 
Arabic  liPguage  of  the  Misiicat  ul  Mu- 
sabih,  a  work  of  high  authority  among 
the  Mu?isulmanS;^ud  wlxich  may  be  said 
10  hold  among  them  the  same  place 
which  the  Talmud  does  among  ^tbe 
Jews*     It  18  a  vohmuuous  coUcakxa 
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«f  all  traditicyns  deemed  authentic^ 
The  traj3s)atioD  has  been  some  tiooe 
ready,  and  the  task  of  printing  it  has 
been  commenced. 

Before  1  close  the  enacneraiiont  of 
the  valuable  gifts  made  thi«  year  to  the 
literature  and  knowledge  of  the^east, 
I  am  induced  to  speak  with  the  honor 
which  I  think  is  due,  of  the  progress 
♦hat  is  making  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
college  in  a  field  of  oriental  know- 
ledge,  which  has  been  left  hUherto  to 
the  zeal  tod  resourses  of  individuals. 
I  allude  tothelittle,but  respecrableChi- 
oese  school  at  Serampore.  I  had  occasion 
to  advert  to  this  institution  and  its  per* 
Cormances,  with  the  approbnt ion. that  I 
felt,  in  my  last  discourse.  On  throne 
hand  the  interest,  which  this  insulated 
but  commendable  undertaking  inspires, 
will  not  let  me  be  silent  on  the  laudable 
advancement  of  Chinese  learning  aud 
proficiency,  which  the  industry  and 
talents,  both  of  master  and  scholars, 
have  operated  during  the  past  year; 
«n  the  other  hand  this  subject  is  not  so 
closely  connected  with  the  college  of 
Fort  William,  or  with  the  proper 
occupations  of  this  day,^  as  to  admit  of 
my  enlaiging,  in  as  much  detail  as  I 
should,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to  do,  on 
the  growing  improvement  of  this  sin- 
gular institution.  I  wijl  not  withhold 
the  particulars,  howt^  ver,  of  its  labours 
from  those  who  may  think  them  ac- 
ceptable, and  shall  in  that  view  take 
the  liberty  of  annexing  to  this  discourse 
a  report  of  the  examination,  which  was 
held  at  Serampore  in  last  September, 
and  which  redounded  highly  to  the 
tionoar  of  Mr.  Marshman  and  his.  pu- 
pils; I  will  not  refrain,  however,  even 
now,  from  reading  the  satisfactory  tes- 
timony of  the  learned  persons,  con- 
nected as  they  are  with  our  own  body, 
before  whom  the  trial  of  Chinese  pro- 
ficiency were  on  that  occasion  exhi- 
bited. 

After  describing  the  exercises  of  the 
young  Chinese  student,  Mr.  Mar- 
shara,  Mr.  Jab.  Carey,  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Marsham,  the  report  proceeds, 

"  Specimens  of  Chinese  types,  now 
cutting  in  wood,  were  then  exhibited, 
aad  some  of  the  first  sheets  of  the 
1.UQ  Gnee,  or  first  book  of  Confi^ciuf , 


now  in  the  press,  with  a  large  single 
sheet,  containing  the  whole  of  the 
Chinese  radicals,  or  elementary  cha« 
racters,  according  to  which  the  Chi« 
nese  characters  are  arranged  in  the'ur 
dictionaries. 

**  On  the  whole, » we  beg  leave 
to  express  the  highest  satisfaction 
with  tie, progress  of  the  seminary, 
and  the  acquirements  of  the  Chinese 
students.  We  beg  leave,  liKewise,  to 
state,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  pub* 
lioation  of  %{}$  works  of  Confucius 
is  commenced,  is  entitledto  the  highest 
approbation,  and  of  the  mo^t  obvious 
utility  for  communicating  to  the 
European  world,  a  knowledge  of  the 
Chinese  language  and  literature,  to 
which  little  more  seems  to  be  abso* 
lutely  necessrary  than  the  publication 
of  the  five  books  of  Cotifucius,  and 
the  imperial  Chinese  Dictionary,  in  a 
similar  manner. 

(Signed)     ''  J.  H.  Haiingtoh. 
"  J.  Lryden." 

In  closing  this  discourse,  it  only  re- 
mains for  me,  in  addressing  the  junior 
part  of  my  audience,  to  remind  them, 
that  in  their  hands  is  deposited  the 
hononr  of  the  c6ming  year.  On  their 
strenuous  efforts,  on  their  unabating 
diligence,  ha^s  the  credit  of  their 
own  period.  The  season  that  is  gon6  , 
has  bequeathed  to  them  a  fair  example. 
I  know  it  will  be  followed,  and  that 
in  the  race  of  emulation,  the  can- 
didates for  distinction  will  neither  turn 
aside,  nor  faint ;  that  I  shall  yet  have 
victors  to  crown  with  ,our  annual 
honours,  and  that  the  ndxt  discourse^ 
need  not  be  barren  eitheY  in  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  College  0/  Fort 
William,  or  in  congratulations  to  the 
public  on  the  high  and  still  rising 
reputation  of  that  useful  and  impor- 
tant institution. 

G£>fBRAL  Orders,  Feb.  23,  — 
The  detachment  of  the  honourable 
company's  European  regiment,  and  the 
corps  of  Native  volunteers,  which  pro* 
ceeded  to  Macao,  under  the  command 
of  Major  Weguelin,  having  returned  to 
the  presidency,  the  right  honorable  the 
governor-general  in  council,  deems  i|. 
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tion  of  bis  sentiments  regarding  the 
meritorious  conduct  of  Major  Wegue- 
lin,  and  of  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command,  during  the  period  of 
their  employment  in  China. 

Numerous  are  the  pcocasions  on 
which  the  British  government  has  dis- 
charged the  satisfactory  duty  of  pub- 
licly expressing  its  admiration  of  the 
distinguished  zeal  and  gallantry  of  the 
Spropean  and  Native  troops,  serving  in 
India,  in  the  most  arduous  contests  of 
the  field  5  of  their  perseverance  in 
surmounting  accumulated  difficulties, 
and  of  their  patience  under  the  seve- 
rest hardships  and  privations  of  a  state 
of  war.  But  it  is  only  on  the  occasion 
of  the  late  service  in  China  that  Bri- 
tish troops  have  been  required,  by  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  their  situa- 
tion, to  practice  the  less  brilliant  but 
ficverer  military  virtues  of  patient  for- 
bearance, rigid  discipline,  and  exact 
subordination,  under  the  repeated  pro- 
vocations to  which  they  were  exposed 
by^  the  characteristic  jealously,  and  by 
the  mistaken  prejudices,  of  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  China. 

The  highest  praise  is  due  to  major 
Weguelin,  for  the  judgment  and  ability 
manifested  by  him  in  the  precautionary 
measures  which  he  adopted  to  prevent 
the  evil  consequences  of  irritation,  so 
justly  excited  among  the  European 
ami  Native  troops  under  his  command, 
by  the  unfriendly  and  '  often  injurious 
conduct  of  the  Native  inhabitants  $  for 
iiis  uniform  vigilance,  attention,  and 
exertion,  to  which  is  materially  as- 
^  cribedthe  preservation  of  tranquillity 
at  Macao,  for  his  indefatigable  endea- 
vours to  promote  the  comfort,  and  re- 
lieve the  wants  of  the  troops,  in  a  si- 
tuation in  which  they  were  exposed 
to  all  the  inconveniences  of  restraint 
and  privation,  and  for  the  professional 
skill  which  he  .displayed  in  the  defen- 
sive arrangements,  which  it  was  judged 
jwcessary  to  adopt. 

The  governor-general  in  council  also 
deems  it  his  duty  to  express  his  ac- 
knowledgments to  captain  Muller, 
cofiimanding  the  volunteer  battalion, 
captain  Nixon,  commanding  the  coast 
artillery,  captain  Beaumont,,  of  the 
.         deutehmenl  of  his  Majesty's  30tb  re- 


giment, and  captain  Blakenhagen,  in 
charge  of  the  companies  of  the  Bengal* 
European  regiment,  and  to  the  officers 
under  their  respective  command,  for 
their  zeal  and  alacrity  in  promoting 
the  object  of  the  public  service,  and 
in  regulating  their  conduct  by  those 
maxims  of  prudence,  which  the  cir- 
cumstances of  their  situation  so  peca- 
iiarly  recj'inred. 

The  governor-general  in  council  has 
great  pleasure  in  expressing  the  just 
sense  which  he  entertains  of  the  me- 
rits of  captain-lieutenant  Stuart,  of  the 
European  regiment  in  the  department 
of  supplies,  the  duties  of  which,  un- 
der the  pressure  of  extraordinary  diffi- 
culty, he  conducted  with  equal  credit 
and  success. 

The  governor-general  in  council  also 
discbarges  a  satisfactory  obligation  of 
his  public  duty  in  acknowledging  the 
services  of  captain  Robertson,  of  the 
Bengal  engineers,  not  only  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  first  division  of  troops, 
which  devolved  upon  him  by  the  death 
of  Major  Wright,  and  imposed  on  him 
the  duty  of  conducting  their  disem- 
bartion  at  Macao,  but  also  in  the  sup- 
port and  assistance  which  he  afforded 
to  Major  Weguelin,  when  relieved 
from  his  command  by  the  arrival  of 
that  Officer  at. Macao. 

The  governor-general  in  council 
further  desires  to  convey  to  the  whole 
of  the  European  and  Native  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  the 
detachment  under  major  Wegoelin's 
command,  the  expression  of  his  lord- 
ship  in  council's  high  approbation  of 
their  meritorious  conduct,  in  fulfilling^ 
under  very  trying  circumstances,  and 
in  a  manner  so  exemplary,  the  essen- 
tial duties  of  good  order  and  forbear- 
ance, enjoined  to  them  alike  by  the 
rules  of  discipline,  and  the  interests  of 
the  public  service. 

Bengal 

Occurrences  for  March. 
Calcutta,  Makch  2.  —  A  letter 
from  a  gentleman  attached  to  the  erar 
bassy  to  Cabul,  contains  a  short  ac- 
count of  their  progress  to  the  camp 
proper  to  direct  a  public  communica^ 
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nesr  Derao  Itmael  Khan,  whdnce 
the  letter  w  dated  oq  the  18th 
Janaary. 

"  We  lefk  Dehleeonthe  12th  erf" 
Octol^er,  and  in  a  few  days  quitted 
the  company's  provinces. 

*'  The  country  is  alniost  a  desert 
from  the  frontiers  to  the  Ghacfah, 
which  river  we  reached  on  the  20*th 
of  November.  The  town  of  Bika- 
peer  is  in  ibe  middle  of  the  desert, 
and  about  the  time  of  our  arrival  there 
we  lost  forty  people  from  the  effects 
of  fatigue  and  the  badness  of  the 
water.  We  remained  at  Bikaneer 
for  ten  days,  during  which  time  the 
town  was  surrounded,  and  almost 
completely  blockaded,  by  the  array 
of  the  Rajah  of  Jounpoor  and  his 
pHies,  Having  left  that  place,  iwe 
marched  to  Bbawulpoor,  a  town  near 
the  Gharrah.  and  found  this  by  far 
the  worst  part  of  the  desert.  We 
had  made  every  possible  arrangement 
for  the  carnage  of  water,  and  were 
greatly  assisted  by  Bhawul  Khan, 
the  prince  of  the  country,  between 
Bikaneer  and  Moultaun.  He  sent 
some  hundred  camek  laden  with 
water  to  meet  us  in  the  desert,  under 
the  escort  of  a  party  of  troops,  also 
mounted  on  camels,  forming  a  fine- 
looking,  and  they  say,  an  efficient 
sort  of  cavalry.  Camels  are  here 
much  more  commonly  used  than 
horses,  and  I  often  rode  them  for  m^ny 
miles. 

*'  We  remained  on  the  bnnks  of 
the  Ghanah  for  near  a  fortnight,  and 
from  thence  reached  Moultaun  in 
four  or  five  marches.  The  town  is 
large,  walled,  and  possessed  of  a 
citndel.  Ihe  governor,  who  is  a 
Suddoo  Z}'ee,  (the  nnme  of  the 
king  of  Cabul's  tribe)  exchanged 
visits  with  us,  but  as  he  did  not 
seem  to  relish  our  being  encamped 
so  close  to  his  walls,  we  moved  on  in  a 
few  ^ays  to  the  Chenaub,  or  Asecines, 
on  the  banks  of  which  we  remained 
several  days.  We  at  last  reached 
the  Indus  on  the  5th  of  this  month," 
(January)  and  crossed  at  the  Ghaut 
(here  called  Puttun)  of  Keyheearee. 
We  marched  up  to  the  right  bank,  and 
strrived  at  this  place  on  (he  llth  instant. 


"  We  are  now  waiting  for  the 
king's  commands  respecting  our  ad- 
vance, which  we  expect  hourly  to 
receive.  We  shall  meet  him  at  Paish- 
awur,  where  he  has  just  arrived,  and 
where  he  generally  spends  the  winter, 
which  is  less  severe  there  than  at 
Cabul." 

Fort  Wiiliamy  Afflrr^6.— Theright 
hon.  the  governor-general  in  council, 
having  received  the  official  advices  of 
the  final  accomplishment  of  the  object 
of  the  detachment  lately  employed  in 
Bundlecund,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Martindell.  by  the 
surrender  of  the  fortress  of  Adjy- 
ghur,  deems  it  proper  to  direct  the 
publication  of  the  following  copies  of 
letters  from  the  governor  general's 
agent  in  Bundlecund,  and  from  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Martindell,  to  the  ad- 
dress of  the  adjutant-genen.l, containing 
reports  of  the  operations  of  the  de- 
tachment, and  at  ihe  same  time  to  ex- 
press the  sentiments  of  approbatioti  and 
applause,  with  which  his  lordship  in 
council  contemplates  the  professional 
skill,  judgment,  and  ability  displayed 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Martindell,  in 
regulating  the  operations  of  the  de- 
lachment,and  of  the  zeal  and  exertion, 
which  have  distinguished  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  aad  men  under  his  com- 
mand. 
To  N.  B.  Edmonstone,  £5^.    St^cre- 

tary    to  Government  in   th£  Secret 

and    Political     Department,    Fort 

miliam. 

81 K — My  dispatdi  of  the  21st  in- 
stant stated,  tl.at  it  was  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Martindell's  intention  to  move 
forward  to  within  about  a  coss  of 
Adjyghur,  the  next  day,  there  to 
determine  upon,  and  take  up  the  most 
expedient  position  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  siege. 

2. — Lieutenant  colonel  Martindell 
was  induced  to  alter  his  determination, 
in  my  judgment  very  properly,  from 
finding  that  a  very  strong  post  on  a  hill 
near  a  small  village,  called  Regowly, 
about  two  miles  in  front  of  our  camp, 
and  a  little  to  the  right,  on  our  way  to 
Adjyghur,  which  Was  occupied  by 
Sirdar  Sing,  Kass  Kullam,  and  Adjo-. 
deo  Pur&haudp  a  near  relation  to  Lutch* 
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man  Dowafa,  and  some  of  hb  chosen 
troops,  bad  been  greatly  strengthened, 
and  amounted  to  the  number  of  500 
men,  and  upwards  ;  commanded  by 
the  above-mentioned  Sirdars,  estimated 
by  Lutcbmun,  as  amongst  the  most 
attached  and  bravest  of  his  adherents. 

d. — Lieutenant-colonel  Martindell, 
having  certain  intelligence  of  the 
above,  which  all  my  information  cor- 
roborated ;  and  being  aware  of  the 
danger  of  leaving  these  active  and  at- 
tached partizans,  in  our  rear,  to  jssue 
from  their  strong  hold  as  pleasure,  for 
the  purpose,  of  cutting  off  our  supplies, 
or  plundering  the  villages  in  the  inter- 
nal  territories  of  government. 

4. — For  the  above  reasons,  and  to 
strike  terror  by  a  determined  arid  deci- 
sive attack,  9olonel  Mariindell  deter- 
mined on  halting  that  day,  and  dis- 
lodging the  enemy  previous  to  the  de- 
tachment's advancing,  in  which  deter- 
mination, as  a  military  precaution  ren- 
dered necessary  by  circumstances,  I 
agreed  with  lieutenant-colonel  Martin- 
dell in  opinion.— -Colonel  Martindell, 
in  pursuance  of  his  determination,  pro- 
ceeded himself  with  his  staff,  brigade- 
major  Grant,  a  little  after  noon,  with 
the  troops  destined  for  theenterprize. 

5. — Not  having  accompanied  colonel 
Martindell,  and  not  having  been  an  eye- 
witness of  the  attack,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  right  honourable  the  gover- 
nor-general in  council,  to  No.  1 ,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Martindeirs  report  of 
the  attack,  to  the  adjutant-general, 
of  which  lieutenantncolonel  Martindell 
has  favored  me  with  a  copy.  No.  2,  is 
a  list  of  the  casualties. 

6, — The  gallantry  of  the  attack,  and 
the  perseverance  with  which  it  was 
kept  up  under  a  determined  resistance, 
excited  by  despair^  and  rendered  in- 
surmountable by  natural  obstacles, 
could  not  possibly  be  exceeded,  either 
in  officers  or  men.  The  casualities, 
much  as  they  are  to  be  lamented,  are 
by  no  [beans  what  might  have  been 
expected  from  I  lie  resistance,  the  na- 
ture of  the  Qbstacles,  or  the  perse- 
vering continuance  of  a  close  attack, 
upon  an  enemy  slieltered  behind  rocks 
and  breast- works. 

7.— The  loss  of  the  rebels  has  been 


great ;  60  are  aacertameAi»b$ifB  betm 
killed,  and  their  bodies  foand  aaioiig 
the  killed  $  it  has  been  ascertained  be» 
yond  a  doubt,  the  Sirdar  Adjodeo  Pur* 
shaud  is  one.  This  Sirdar  was  Latcfa- 
mun  Dowah's  near  relation,  and  a  man 
on  which  he  placed  great  dependence^ 
and  whose  loss  will,  by  all  accounts, 
much  embarrass  his  afiairs.  At  a  mo- 
derate estimation  nearly  treble  the 
number  of  wounded,  compared  to  the 
slain,  may  be  reckoned  ;  indeed,  my 
intelligence  from  Adjyghur  states, 
that  the  report  made  to  Lutchmun 
Do  wah ,  was  bet  ween  60  or  JO  (incla- 
ding  Adjodeo  Purshaud)  killed ;  and 
150  or  J  60  wounded. 

8. — The  above  intelligence,  in 
which  I  have  faith,  makes  the  number 
of  this  body  considerably  greater  than 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  part  of 
this  letter,  and  states  that  the  intention, 
with  which  they  were  posted  in  this 
uncommonly  strong  hold,  was  from 
considering  the  post  invulnerable ;  that 
this  body,  who  were  all  chosen  troops, 
should  sally  out  in  our  rear,  when  we 
advanced,  cut  off  our  supplies,  and 
spread  devastation  and  plunder 
amongst  our  internal  territories,  to 
the  interruption  and  loss  of  our  reve- 
nues. 

9. — ^The  consequence  of  this  gallant^ 
and,  in  my  judgment,  necessary  attack, 
it  will  be  obvious  to  the  right  honour- 
able the  governor-general  in  council, 
to  have  been  highly  beneficial,  and 
will,  I  am  confident,  ultimately  tend 
to  accelerate  tl>e  fail  of  Adjyghur. 

10. — It  would  bo  presumption  in  me 
to  mention  individuals,  oc  to  point  ont 
particular  instances  of  extraordinary 
merit,  where  the  zeal  and  intrepidity 
of  dll  were  eminently  conspicuous. 
On  the  professional  merit,  and  unex- 
ampled exertions  of  the  gallant  parties 
concerned^  both  officers  and  men,  in 
this  brave  attack,  the  testimony  of  the 
commanding  otiicer  is  conclusive. 

11. — [  take  the  liberty  of  adding, 
before  I  conclude  this  letter,  that  I  am 
convinced  the  storm  of  Adjyghur, 
or  almost  any  fortress,  could  not .  pre- 
sent the  dithcuhies  that  were  encoun- 
tered, and,  in  many  instances,  surmount- 
ed in  the  attack  of  the  hill  yesterday  | 
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lod  f  am  perfectly  confident^  that  xxn-^ 
dercdoiiel  Martinddl's  military  skill 
and  experience  his  assiduous  and  unre- 
mitting zeal,  and  the  gallantry  of  the 
brave  troops,  under  his  command,  the 
capture  of  Adjyghur  will  not  prove  a 
very  difficult  achievement,  or  be  long 
protracted. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)     J.  Richardson,  A.G.G. 

Camp  at  Rogowhj, 
ianuary  23,  I8O9. 

P.  S,  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  state, 
tfaat  lieutenant  fry  had  his  left  arm 
amputated  this  morning,  and  that  lieu- 
tenant Jameison  is  so  severely  wounded, 
through  both  thii^hs,  as  to  occasion 
i;reat  doubc  of  his  recovery. 

{Signed)     J.  R.  A.  G.  G. 

No.  1. 
Lieulenant-^olonel  IVorsley,  Adjutant" 

general,  Bengal  army, 
I       Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for 
the  information  of  his  excellency  the 
commander  in  chief,  that  yesterday, 
at  noon,  1  directed  four  companies  of 
the 4th  light  battalion,with  a  six-pound- 
er, to  take  a  sweep  to  the  north-east 
of  some  hills  situated  in  my  front,  and 
occupied  by  a  body  of  Boiidilahs,  under 
a  chief  named  Adjudiab  Pursaud,  uncle 
to  Ltttchmun  Sing,  in  number  about 
600,  in  flank,  whilst  two  six-pounders 
and  a  howitzer  under  captain  Brooke, 
protected  by  tl)e  1st  battalion  ]8tb 
regiment,  marched  down  by  the  high 
road  to  attack  them  in  front,  and  four 
companies  2d  battalion,  1st  :  and  gre« 
nadiers  1st  battalion  !8th,  moved  at  the 
same  time  ro  attack  thenrion  the  right. 

These  hills  are  oi  great  h/igljt,  and 
can  only  be  ascended  by  narrow  path- 
ways, running  in  a  kind  of  traverse  or 
'•gzag,  and  at  eVery  20  yards  were 
strong  posts  behind  large  rocks^  each 
stitiicient  to  contain  20  men,  and  as 
these  posts cotnmanded  the  paths,  from 
behitid  which  the  enemy  could  severe- 
ly fire  on  our  men  as  they  advanced, 
hi*  excellency  will,  I  trust,  bestow  his 
approbation  on  those  gallant  fellows, 
who  forced  these  posts  successively,  and 
firove  tlie  enemy  to  the  top  of  the  hilU, 
ivhert  they  had  erdlpted  porapec  valis. 


which  they  ascended  by  ladders  draw* 
ing  them  up  after  them,  and  behind 
which  they  made  a  steady  resistance, 
hurling  large  stones  down  upon  the 
assailants,  and  directing  a  heavy  lire  of 
matchlocks. 

A3  it  was  impossible  to  carry  ladders 
up  such  a  stupendous,  rugged  height, 
the  men  almost  exhausted  from  fatigue, 
and  want  of  water,  and  evening  ap- 
proaching, after  an  action  of  three  houra 
.and  a  half,  during  which  time  every 
foot  of  ground  was  disputed,  I  deemed 
it  prudent  to  recall  the  men,  with  («& 
intention  of  renewing  the  attack  this 
morning,  and  for  which  purpose  I  mo* 
ved  my  camp  in '  the  evening  to  thik 
ground. 

The  enemy,  however,  fled  at  t^o 
o'clock  this  morning,  leaving  their 
chief,  Adjudiah  Persaud,  with  about 
60  killed,  amongst  whom  were  nearly 
21  Sirdars,  and  a  number  wounded. 

The  attack  was  directed  by  lieute- 
nant*colonel  Lawtie,  under  my  orders, 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
that,  in  the  course  of  my  service,  I  ne- 
ver saw  men  behave  with  more  c^ool 
and  determined  lesolution  than  th« 
officers  and  men  employed  in  this 
arduous  fiervice,  under  as  close 
and  heavy  a  Are  as  I  ever  witnessed, 
which  his  excellency  will  perceive  by 
the  enclosed  return  of  killed  and 
wounded. 

I  deem  it  my  duty,  Sir,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  particular  notice  of  his  ex- 
cellency lieutenant-colonel  Lawtie, 
who  commanded  the  attack  j  captain 
Brooke,  of  the  artillery,  under  whose 
judicious  and  well-directed  fire  our 
men  advanced  to  the  storm  j  major 
Kelly,  of  the  4th  light  battalion  }  ca'p- 
tnin  Midwinter,  2d  of  the  1st  5- and 
lieutenant  Baddely,  who  volunteered 
his  service  with  a  party  of  pioneers, 
and  in  short  every  otficer  and  man, 
whose  exertions  and  gallantrv  may 
be  equalled,  but  could  not  be  surpasseu. 

In  detailing  the  meritorious  exertions 
of  the  otiicers  em'ployed  in  this  arduous 
-service,  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  my 
personal  slatF,  brigade-major  Grant, 
did  I  not  acquaint  his  excellency^  xha^ 
J  feel  much  indebted  to  thiii  officer, 
for  the  zeal  and  gallantry  beftvk>cedo|f 
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this,  and  indeed  on  every  other  occa- 
sion, since  the  command  in  this  province 
has  devolved  on  me. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  taken 
up  my  ground  ^fore  Adjyghnr  to- 
day, but  want  of  conveyance  for  the 
wounded,  has  obhged  me  to  halt  till  to- 
morrow. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  G.  Martindbll, 
Lieut. 'CoL  comg.  the  detachment. 
Camp  at  Regotvley,  January  23,  i  8O9. 
P.  S.  In  speaking  of  individual  me- 
lir,  I  oiiutted  to  mention  that  of  cap- 
tain Wilson,  2d  battalion  26th,  who, 
although  no  part  of  his  corps  was  or- 
dered to  the  assaalt,  volunteered  his 
services,  and  accompanied  lieu.-col. 
Lawtie  as  his  staff,  in  which  situation 
he  distinguished  himself  with  much 
zeal  and  gallantry. 

(True  C3py.) 
(Signed)     P.  Grant,  M.  B. 
(A  true  copy.) 
(Signed)     J.  |l.  A.G.  G. 

Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  in 

the  assault  q/' the  fortified  Mil  of  Ae- 

gowley.  Jan,  22,  IbOp. 

Four  companies  4th  light  battalion — 
Killed,  10  sepoys. — Wounded^  2  su- 
balterns, 1  subadar,  I  havildar,  2  naicks, 
aid  21  sepoys. 

Four  companies  2d  battalion  1st  Native 
infantry. — Killed,  1  havildar,  3  se- 
poys,— Wounded,  1  subaltern,  2  jema- 
dars, 1  havildar,  and  18  sepoys. 

First  battalion  18th  regiment  Native 
infantry- Killed,  3  naicks,  1 0  sepoys.— 
Wounded,!  subadar,  1  jemadar,  2  ha- 
viklars,  3  naicks,  2  bheesties,  and  53 
sepoys; 

Pioneera.  — .Killed,    1    sepoy. — 
Wounded,  4  sepoys. 

Total.— Killed,  28 —Wounded  1 15. 

Officers    Wounded,     (severely.) — 

Lieutenants    Jamieson    and  Fry,  4th 

light    battalion.      Ensign  Speck,    2d 

battalion  1st  regiment. 

(Signed)  P.  Gbant,  major  of  brigade. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(Signed)    J.  Richardson,  A,  G.  G. 

£fftraci  Jrom  a  Utter  from  the   agent 


to  thegovemor»generalat  Bundlecmtd, 

to  the  secretary  to  thegovernmmt, 

under  date  the  7th  February,  I8O9. 

1.— I  have  much  pleasure  in  report- 
ing, tliat  last  night  the  hill  to  the  north- 
west angle  of  the  fort,  which  com- 
mands the  gateway  and  the  works  that 
defend  it.  and  on  the  top  of  which 
the  rebels  had  a  party  stationed  in  a  sort 
of  redoubt,  was  taken  possession  of, 
together  with  the  town  of  Noshober, 
below  the  fort,  and  situated  to  the 
southward  of  the  hill  in  question, 
without  any  loss,  not  a  man  was  either 
killed  or  wounded. 

2. — Colonel  Martindell  had  in  .ended 
to  assault  the  hill  on  the  night  of  the 
6th,  but  on  a  shot  being  directed  against 
the  redoubt,  it  was  the  opinion  of 
captain  Brooke,  the  artillery  officer, 
that  the  place  was  considerably  strong- 
er than  was  imagined,  and  colonel 
Martindell  very  prudently  determined 
to  postpone  the  assault,  till  the  efiPect 
of  a  little  battering  was  tried  j  accord- 
ingly, the  redoubt  was  briskly  battered 
firom  the  two-pounders,  about  an  hoar 
yesterday,  and  completely  l)reached. 

3. — The  attack  was  made  just  as 
the  moon  rose,  after  a  smart  cannon- 
ade to  alarm  them,  from  the  bac- 
terries  on  the  plain,  and  the  party  fled 
without  resistance  -y  unless  the  random 
and  harmless  discharge  of  a  few  match- 
locks, can  be  termed  resistance.  I 
consider  the  fortress  half  taken  by  the 
possession  of  this  hill  and  the  town. 
All  communications  with  the  country 
is  now  completely  cut  off,  on  the  side 
of  the  town,  and  that  on  the  eastern 
side,  by  the  Terivan  Durwdjah,  the 
only  other  outlet,  is  stopped  up  by 
the  arrangement  1  have  made  with  the 
Ground  chiefs,  as  reported  in  my 
address  of  the  4th  instant. 

4.— We  have  now  the  choice  of 
two  certain  ways  of  breaching  the 
work,  a<id  the  gateways  at  the  north- 
west angle,  the  only  assailable  point, 
namely,  we  may  either  get  our  guns 
upon  the  hill,  (which  will  be  a  work 
certainly  of  great  labotir,)  or  we  can 
advance  our  former  batteries  on  tbe~ 
plain,  four  if  not  five  hundred  yards, 
which  could  not  be  done  while  the 
party  reoaained  in  possession  of  iJb» 
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iuH,  as  diere  was  uo  possibility  of 
protecting  the  men  and  battery  from 
their  shot. 

7t  the  honourahle  J,  £.  Ellioi,  military 
secretary  io  the  right  honouxabU 
(he  govemor-generaL 

Camp,  Ad^yghur,  Feb,  15,  I8O9. 
Sir,— The  enclosed  copies  of  my 
express  of  the  evening  of  the  12th, 
and  my  letter  of  the  13th,  both  to 
ihe  address  of  the  adjatant-general, 
I  request  you  will  do  noe  the  honour 
to  submit  to  the  right  honourable  the 
goremor-general. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)     G.  Martikdbliu, 
Lieut.-col,  comg.  Bundlecund. 

DeutenoHt'Colonel  Worsley    adjutant^ 
general. 
Camp  A%ghur,  8.  P.  M.  Feb.  13. 
SiR» — I  am   happy  to  congratulate 
his  excellency  the  commander-in-chier 
OD    the  surrender  of   the  important 
and  formidable  fortress  of  Adjyghur, 
tiie  particulars  I  shall  have  the  honour 
to  detail  to-morrow.    I  am  just  re- 
tamed  from  the  fort,  in  which  I  left 
a  garrison  of  six  hundred  men,  under 
the   command    of  lieutenant-colonel 
de  Attvergne,  of  the  26th  regiment* 
I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)    G.  Marti  nd£ll, 
Lieut,'CoL  comg^  Bundlecund, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant* 
colonel  MartindeU  to  lieutenant* 
colonel  Worsley,  under  date  the 
14th  February, 

lAj  letter  of  the  12th  instant  will 
Have  informed  his  excellency  of  the 
occurrences  of  the  siege,  to  the  after- 
noon of  that  date. 

^y  son-set,  three  of  the  gates,  with 
their  defences,  were  laid  in  ruins ; 
and  yesterday  nooming  the  fire  was 
directed  ag9inst  the  vupper  gate  and 
defences,  and  there  was  every  prospect 
that  these  would  be  brought  down  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  but  as  the  road 
op  was  extremely  steep,  describing 
an  ai^e  .  of  seventy  degrees,  it 
would  have  required  another  day's 
battering  to  render  the  breach  prac- 
ticable. 


RichardsoQ  communicated  to  me  ao 
overture  he  received  from  Lutchmua 
Dowah,  offering  to  surrender  the 
fort  on  the  terms  held  out  to  him  on 
the  9th  instant.  Taking  into  consi- 
deration the  great  difficulties  the  storm- 
ing party  would  have  to  encounter  ia 
ascending  the  breach,  added  to  the 
desperate  resistance  we  might  expect,^ 
for  all  his  women  and  those  of  his 
principal  Sirdars  were  in  the  fort,  I 
agreed  in  opinion  with  the  governor- 
general's  agent,  that  at  the  present 
juncture,  it  would  be  ac^^visable  to 
grant  him  the  terms  he  solicited,  as 
the  services  of  the  detachment  might 
be  required  in  another  quarter.  At 
three  P.  M.  Lutchmun  withdrew  his 
garrison,  and  at  five  we  occupied  the 
fort  of  Adjyghur. 

On  a  careful  and  minute  exami- 
nation of  this  stupendous  fortress, 
and  the  means  that  presented  them- 
selves of  defence,  that  still  remain^ 
to  the  Bondelhas^  added  to  many 
natural  obstacles,  in  the  propriety 
of  the  opinion,  I  was  confirmed, 
gave  to  Mr.  Richardson,  with  respect 
to  allowing  Lutchmun  Dowah  terms, 
and  I  am  tonvinced  that  it  has  been 
the  means  of  saving  many  hundivJ 
valuable  lives. 

Before  I.  conclude,  I  deem  it  au 
incumbent  duty  to  request  his  excel- 
lency's particular  attention  to  the 
merits  and  services  of  the  troops 
under  my  command  -,  the  cheerfulness 
with  which  they  underwent  severe 
toil  and  hard  duty,  their  perseverance 
in  working  in  the  trenches  and  mak- 
ing roads  up  the  hill  of  Bihoutah  for 
the  guns  to  be  drawn  up,  and  the 
alacrity  they  shewed  in  dragging 
them  up  a  most  dif^ficult  and  steep 
ascent,  entitles  them  to  every  praise 
in  my  power  to  bestow. 

To  captain  Brooke  of  the  artillery,  to 
his  officers  and  men,  I  feel  the  greatest 
obligation,  the  unremitting  exertions 
he  made,  and  the  skill  and  science  he 
displayed  during  the  siege,  entitles 
this  valuable  officer,  to  my  warmest  a[>- 
probation  and  applause. 

The  governor-general  in  council  dis- 
charges a  satis&ctory  obligation  of  h» 
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pobltc  duty  iti  recording  the  high 
sense  which  he  entertains  of  the  judg- 
ment of  lieutenant-colonel  Martindell 
in  arranging  the  attack  of  the  fortified 
heights  of  Regowly,  and  of  the  dis- 
tinguished spirit  of  gallantry  and  per- 
•evering  courage  manifested  by  Ifeu- 
tenant-colonel  Lawiie^  and  the  otficers 
and  men  employed  under  his  personal 
command  on  that  occasion.  The 
governor-general  in  council  duly  con- 
aiders  the  extraordinary  difiicuitieA 
opposed  to  the  exertion  of  vigorous 
enterprize^  by  the^  strength  of  the 
enemy*s  position,  and  by  the  advan- 
tages, which  it  afforded  of  determined 
resistance  to  the  efi'orts  of  the  British 
troops,  and  Contemplates  with  senti- 
ments of  the  highest  applause  the 
undaunted  zeal  and  gallant  exertions 
of  the  brave  officers  and  men  of  the 
detachment,  which  finally  succeeded  in 
compelling  the  enemy  to  abandon  his 
fortified  posts  with  heavy  loss  }  and  the 
govemor-genfe^ral  in  council  desires  to 
convey  his  thanks  to  lieutenant-colonel 
Lawtie,  and  the  officei»who  are  stated 
by  lieutenant-coltmel  Martindell  to 
have  particularly  distinguished  them- 
selves on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  to, 
the  other  otiicersand  to  the  men  of 
the  detachment  employed  in  the  exe- 
cutjon  of  this  arduous  service. 

His  lordship  hj- council  deeply  la- 
m<*nts  the  loss  sustained  by.the  British 
troops  in  the  attack,  but  is  happy  to 
xeflrct,  that  the  casualties  have  been 
less  extended  than  might  have  been 
expected  trom  the  nature  of  the  obsta- 
cles which  opposed  the  exertion  of  the 
troops. 

The  governor-general  in  council  has 
received,  with  extreme  concern,  the 
information  of  the  decease  of  lieu- 
tenant Jaraieson,  who  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  gallant  discharge  of 
bis  duty.  To  the  surviving .  wounded 
ofHcers,  lieutenant  Fry  and  ensign 
Speck,  the  governor-general  in  coun- 
cil desires  that  his  approbation  of  their 
animated  courage  and  exertions  may  be 
especially  conveyed 

The  judicious  dispositions,  which 
regulated  the  successful  attack  on  the 
fortified  hill  in  the  vicinity  of  Adjy- 
ghur  and  the  town  of  Noshober,  are 
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eooncil  to  be  highly  creditable  t6 
lieutedant-colonei  Martindell  a  profes- 
sional abihties,  and  the  energy  and 
exertions  of  the  olBcers  and  men, 
which  secured  the  snccess  of  that 
operation,  establisti  an  additional  claim 
to  public  approbation. 

To  the  able  arrangements  fomHd  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Martindell,  and  to 
the  zeal,  irresistible  bravery »  and  la^ 
borijus  exertions  of  the  officers  and 
men,  in  carrying  them  into  effect, 
and  especially  to  the  distinguished 
example  of  military  ardour  and  per- 
severing courage  afforded  at  the  attack 
of  Regowly,  the  surrender  of  the 
fortress  of  Adjyghnr  is  principally 
to  be  attributed  ;  and  although  the 
governor-general  in  council  is  satisfied 
that  the  same  success  would  hav» 
attended  the  arduoits  operation  of  a 
storm,  his  lordship  in  council  is  happy 
to  be  enabled  to  express  the  sentiments 
of  his  cordial  satisfaction  and  applause 
on  the  complete  accomplishment  of 
the  object  of  the  late  expedition,  un« 
accompanied  by  the  feelings  of  regret, 
at  the  additional  loss,  wlUch  the  gal- 
lant troops  would  probably  have  sos- 
tained  in  the  assault  of  a  fortress  so 
strongly  fortified  by  nature  aud  bj 
an  as  that  of  Adjyghur. 

The  governor- general  in  council, 
therefore,  records,  on  this  occasion,  bis 
public  thanks  generally  to  the  officen 
and  men  employed  during  the  late 
campaign  in  Bundlecund,  and  espe- 
ci  illy  to  liciutenant-uolonel  Martindellj 
wU«se  judgment  and  military  skill, 
seconded  by  tlie  courage  and  exertions 
of  the  gallant  detachment,  which 
he  commanded,  have  happily  accom- 
plished an  undertaking  not  less  arduous 
in  its  nature  than  important  in  its 
effects,  10  the  interest  o/the  public 
service. 

Tlie  governor  -  general  fn  council 
deems  it  an  obligation  of  justice  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  the 
high  sense  which  he  entertains  of  the 
essential  aid  afforded  to  the  operations 
of  the  detachment,  by  the  zeal,  acti- 
vity, and  vigilance  manifested  by  Mr. 
Richardson,  the  governor-general's 
agent  in  Bundlecund,  who  accom* 
paniod  the  troops^  and  employ^ed  his  ^ 
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personal  exertions,  and  his  local  in- 
flaence  and  authority  in  a  manner  ma- 
terially conducive  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  object  of  the  expedition. 
Mr.  Richardson's  exertions  were  bene- 
iiciallj  directed  to  the  important  pur- 
pose of  procuring  supplies  for  the 
troops,  and  his  judgment  and  activity 
were  eminently  conspicuous  in  the 
measures  and  arrangements  by  which 
the  besieged  were  deprived  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  surrounding  country, 
and  of  the  means  of  external  succour, 
and  in  the  terms  of  surrender,  which  he 
proposed  to  the  killidar  of  Adjyghur, 
and  which  by  firmness  and  decision  he 
ultimately  secured. 

Published  by  order  of  the  right 
honourable  the  governor-general  in 
counciL 

N.  B.  Edmondstone, 
Chief  Sec.  to  Govt. 

Detachment  orders  by  lieutenant^ 
colonel  Martindell,  commanding  in 
Bundlecund  camp,  Adjyghur,  24th 
February,  I8O9. 

The  commanding  officer  observes 
with  regret,  that  owing  to  the  pressure 
of  business,  which  occurred  after  the 
surrender  of  Adjyghur,  he  forgot  to 
mention  the  name  of  lieutenant  Robert- 
son, of  engineers,  in  his  order  of  thanks 
to  the  troops  on  the  15th  instant. 

He  has  now  much  pleasure  in  recti- 
fying that  omission,  and  requests  lieute- 
nant Robertson  will  accept  his  most 
cordial  thanks,  for  the  Zealand  exertion 
he  evinced- in  the  batteries,  during  the 
siege,  and  for  the  promptitude  and  abi- 
lity with  which  he  discharged  his  duty 
as  an  engineer.  \ 

(Signed)         P.  Grant,  M.  B. 

Particulars  respecting  the  siege  ofAdjy* 
ghur,  with  some  account  of  that 
fortress,  communicated  by  an  officer 
on  the  spot. 

"  After  Bihontah  hill  was  carried  by 
•ssault  with  amazing  labour  and  exer- 
tion, the  guns  were  drawn  up  and 
lodged  in  batteries,  constructed  on  two 
•boulders  of  the  hill.  On  the  summit, 
m  8ix-|K)under  wa»  placed,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  350  yards  from  the  gates,  to 
scour  the  defences  with  grape.     On  the 


upper  shoulder  was  a  battery  for  two 
18-pounders,  lower  down,  on  the 
other  shoulder,  was  a  battery  for  two 
12's  5  and  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  in  the 
Shubun  Punah,  was  a  third  for  two 
18-pounders  and  2  howitzers. 

"The  whole  was  ready  on  the  night 
of  the  11th  February,  and  opened  at 
day -light  the  following  morning  5  andso 
heavy  and  destructive  was  the  fire, 
that  the  enemy  could  not  shew  a  man, 
and  only  fired  in  the  intervals,  whilst  our 
guns  were  cooling.  By  sun-set,  two 
of  their  guns  were  dismounted;  and 
three  of  the  gates,  with  their  defen- 
ces, laid  in  ruins: — ^immense  masses  of 
stone  and  masonry  were  brought 
down. 

"  Next  morning  the  batteries  played 
on  the  upper  gate  and  defences,  with 
powerful  effect,  and  at  noon  the  ene- 
my displayed  a  white  flag.  At  four 
they  evacuated  the  fort;  and  at  ^V9 
we  occupied  it. 

"  The  Boondelahs,  from  the  state  of 
the  breach,  were  apprehensive  that 
we  should  storm  on  the  night  of  tb« 
13th  J  but  the  breach  required  two 
days  more  battering  to  render  it  more 
'practicable.  From  the  lower  bastion 
breached  to  the  upper  gate  the  mea- 
surement was  80  yards,  describing  an 
angle  of  75  degrees.  Had  the  ene- 
my defended  the  breach  as  gallantly  .is 
they  fought  at  Regowly,a  great  effusion 
ofbloodmusi  inevitably  havetaken  place, 
as  almost  every  part  within  was  defen- 
sible ;  but  in  losing  the  brave  Adjudia 
Persaud,  the  uncle  of  liUtchmunDow- 
ah,  at  Regowly,  with  80  men  killed, 
25  sirdars,  and  J85of  ihe  finest  soldiers 
wounded,  the  spirit  of  Lutchmun  was 
broken,  and  his  people  were  appalled. 
In  fact,  Adjyghur  was  taken  on  the 
fortified  hills  of  Re^owIy.  A  more 
obstinate  defence  than  was  there  made, 
I  never  witnessed. 

''  Inthefort  are  three  large  reservoirs, 
cut  into  the  solid  rock,  of  very  fine 
fresh  water  ;  and  the  ruins  of  three  of 
tlie  most  magnificent  Hindoo  temples 
I  ever  beheld.  The  whole  of  the 
stones  composing  the  buildings  are  laid 
without  cement  J  but  most  nicely  fitted 
to  each  other  $  and  the  sculpture,  both 
inside  and  without,  is  of  chaste  design. 
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and  exquisite  workmanship.  The 
time  of  building  these  temples  is  lost  in 
^  antiquity.  From  appearances  they 
must  have  been  erected  long  before 
the  fort.  The  fort  ilself  was  built  by 
an  ancient  rajah,  named  Ajy  Gopaul  j 
and  the  foiire^!?  was  called  after  him, 
Adjyghur,  or  the  invincible  fortress. 

**  At  what  period  Ajy  Gopaul  flou- 
rished is  also  unknown  j  for  I  could  not 
learn  whether  there  are  any  recorda  res- 
pecting him  ;  but  he  is  represented  to 
have  rcig;ned  ages  ago,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  a  grt^at  magician. 

**  In  one  of  the  large  temples,  and  on 
the  outside  of  another,  are  two  large 
tables  of  stone,  covered  with  inscrip- 
tions., but  these  are  so  eftaccd  that  it 
could  not  be  ascertained  in  what  lan- 
gu.ige  ibey  were  written,  or  rather  in- 
deed raised  on  the  Uce  of  the  stone.  I 
could  not  procure  A  man  who  could 
copy  them. 

•*  Afier  a  siege  of  10  months.  Alee 
Behauder  took  Adjyghurby  famine,and, 
(ilose  to  Che  town,  he  and  Himmai 
Behauder  gave  t lie  Koondelabs  a  j;reat 
defeat,  and  slew  their  chief,  Lui  Arjun 
Sing,  a  famous  wartior,  who  is  the 
theme  of  their  national  songs.  Shum- 
.shere  Behauder  confined  his  cousin 
Gunnee  Behaud^y  in  this  tort,  and 
after  we  deteaied  him  at  Ropsah,  on 
»!ie  12th  of  October,  I S()3,  he  ordered 
ti)e  Mabratta  Killidar  to  poison  his 
prisoner. 

*'  This  Killidar  sold  the  fort  to  Lutch- 
-niun  IX) wall  f(jr  1 5, OCX)  rupees,  but  it  is 
gu^pected,  as  Lutchmun  had  possession 
»t  a  most  valuable  diamond  necklace, 
that  IvAd  belonged  to  Gunnee  Behauder, 
that  after  the  Mahrattas  marched  out, ho 
attacked  their  property,  and  took,  not 
the  necklace  alone,  but  despoiled  the 
Mahrattas  of  all  they  had. 

"  On  the  norih  side  of  the  mountain, 
9nd  within  the  defenees  of  the  lowest 
of  the  gates,  of  which  there  were  five, 
issues  from  a  spring,  a^fine  stream  of 
water,  ilie  source,  as  the  Biraggies 
maintain,  of  the  Jumna  and  Ganges; 
but  this  honor  is  ket;nly  disputed  by 
tlie  Biraggies  of  a  neighbouring  stupen- 
dous  bill,  called  Deo  Goug.  Adjyghur 
is  about  6ve  miles  from  the  foot  of  the 
Paunah  Ghauts^and  14  from  Cailinger. 


"  The  whole  of  the  Chants^  and 
almost  every  hill  in  this  quarter,  is  a 
table  laud,  and  the  country  is  perhaps 
the  strongest  in  the  world  5  for  every 
hill  is  in  fact  a  fortress ,  and  from  their 
great  height  and  steepness,  most  diffi- 
cult to  be  carried.  The  face  of  the 
country  presents  a  heavy,  close  jungle; 
the  soil  is  rich  and  fine,  bearing  a  num- 
ber of  teak  trees,  which  appear  to  be  of 
a  bastard  kind— they  are  of  no  great 
height,  except  some  in  the  fort,  which 
are  of  the  size  of  a  moderate  roowrab, 
or  mango  tree." 

March  23.  —  In  letters  from 
Cabul  of  the  9th  ultimo,  it  is  stated, 
that  Mr.  Elphinstone  and  his  suite, 
after  a  stay  of  some  weeks  at 
Derah  Ismael  Khan,  finally  quitted 
that  place  on  the  8th,  and  proceeded 
on  their  journey  towards  Paisbawar. 
Ot)  their  first  day's  march,  they  were 
met  by  a  party  of  horse,  who  bad  been 
sent  forward  by  Scgah  ul  Moc^k,  to 
reinforce  their  escort.  The  comman- 
der of  the  detachment  was  also  the 
bearer  of  a  complimentary,  letter  from 
his  Sovereign  to  the  British  envoy,  ex- 
pressing, in  the  most  cordial  terms,  the 
high  satisfaction  with  which  he  bad 
heard  of  his  approach.  The  letter  was 
accompanied  with  a  magnificent  khe- 
laut,  consistitig  of  a  garment  of  gold 
cloth,  and  some  shawls  of  the  richest 
description,  together  with  several  mules 
laden  with  every  variety  of  fruit,  which 
the  country  produces.  This  pledge  of 
the  royal  favour  was  received  with 
suitable  respect  by  the  embassy.  A 
tent  was  pitched  on  the  occasion,  to 
which  Mr.  Elphinstone  proceeded  in 
state,  accompanied  by  all  the  gentlemea 
of  his  retinue,  and  escorted  by  a  com- 
pany of  infantry.  He  was  there  in- 
vested with  the  khelaut,  under  a  feu 
dcjoie  from  the  detachment. 

The  intelligence,  received  from  the 
British  vakeel,  who  some  time  befori 
had  been  sent  on  to  Paisbawar  in  charge 
of  a  dispatch  to  the  King,  was  moit 
satisfactory  and  pleasing.  The  Vakeel 
himself  had  experienced  the  utoKXt 
attention  and  hospitality ;  apartmentf 
bad  been  prepared,  by  command  of  the 
Shah,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
embassy  5  and  a  third  party  of  bone; 
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amonntiog  to  500,  had  left  Paishawar, 
and  might  be  expected  to  arrive  in 
camp  alKHit  the  12th.  Every  thing  in 
short  continued  to  hold  out  the  most 
favourable  prospects  to  the  mission. 

At  the  date  of  these  accounts,  the 
embassy  v(rat  encamped  at  the  entrance 
of  a  pass  near  the  small  town  of  Put- 
teeana,  three  marches  distant  from 
Derah  Ismael  Khan.  The  scenery  in 
that  neighbourhood  is  described  as  re- 
markably picturesque  and  magnificent. 
To  the  north-east  and  south  the  land- 
scape is  bounded  by  a  stupendous 
ridge  of  mountains^  while  a  beautiful 
valley  extends  from  (x)  or  70  miles 
towards  the  west,  as  far  as  the  high  and 
snowy  heights  of  Sooliman.  In  tiieir 
next  march,  the  embassy  expected  to 
cross  another  desert,  and  had  accord- 
ingly provided  a  sufficient  supply  of 
water  and  provisions  for  the  whole 
party.  On  the  11th,  they  hoped  to 
reach  Isah  Khyh,  and  in  two  days 
more  to  arrive  at  Kalah  Baugh.  There 
they  proposed  to  halt  for  several  days, 
after  which  they  would  ^o  on  to  Paish- 
awar,' where  they  expected  to  bring 
their  tedious  journey  to  a  close,  about 
the  28lh. 

Soojah-nl-Moolk  had  sent  on  his 
army  to  Attock,  were  they  were  or- 
dered to  cross  the  Indus,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  chastising  the  rebellious  Son- 
bahdar  of  Cashmere.  It  had  been  the 
king's  intention  to  accompany  his  forces 
in  person,  as  far  as  Attock  ;  but,  on 
hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  British 
embassy,  he  had  altered  his  purpose, 
and  determined  to  wait  their  arrival  at 
Paishawar. 

March  20. — Some  days  ago,  a  case 
of  seduction  and  elopement  occurred 
in  a  Hindoo  family,  inCalcutta,which, 
though  not  uncommon  in  the  brilKant 
and  more  enlightened  society  of  Eu- 
rope, is  rather  of  unusual  occurrence 
in  the  dull,  insipid  routine  of  Asiatic 
life,  where  the  fair  sex  are  regarded 
with  inferior  consideration,  and  se- 
cluded from  the  intercourse  of  general 
society.  Sunkeree,  a  Blooming  young 
MTocnan,  the  wife  of  Islmn  Dauss,  be- 
ing missed  from  home  eaily  in  the 
morning,  and  the  domestics  of  the 
§axn\\y  being  unable  to  give  any  satis* 


factory  account  of  the  lady,  appre- 
hensions were,  in  consequence,  enter- 
tained for  her  safety.  The  fond,  un- 
suspecting husband,  readily  supposed 
that  she  might  have  been  drowned  in 
the  Hooghley,  that  she  might  have 
fallen  into  a  wdj,  or  been  devoured 
by  an  alligator.  A  sentiment  of  jea- 
lousy had-  never,  for  a  moment,  har- 
boured in  his  bosom,  and  the  whispers 
of  suspicion,  which  had  occasionally 
reached  his  ear,  through  the  officious- 
ness  of  friends,  served  only  to  increase 
his  love  and  his  confidence ;  and  now, 
when  the  beloved  object  was  unac- 
countably absent,  his  affection  still 
continued  to  repress  every  suspicion 
of  her  infidelity. 

The  wife  had  no  sooner  been  missed 
from  home,  than  it  was  discovered 
that  all  her  jewels,  and  the  valuable  or- 
naments of  her  person,were  also  gone. 
An  inquiry  was  immediately  set  oa 
foot ;  and  it  was  ascertained  that  early 
in  the  morning  she  had  been  seen 
going  towards  the  house  of  a  female 
confidant.  Thither  the  husband,  with 
a  party  of  friends,  proceeded  with  all 
possible  dispatch ;  but  they  came  too 
late, — the  fair  fugitive,  borne  on  the 
wings  of  love,  had  escaped  some  time 
before  their  arrival  j  and  no  certain 
information  could  be  obtained  respect- 
ing her  movements.  During  the  two 
following  days,  no  account  was  re- 
ceived respecting  her  route,  or  the 
place  of  her  concealment;  and  the 
husband  was  left  to  lament  his  loss, 
under  the  aggravation  of  uncertainty 
and  suspense.  At  length,  some  in- 
formation was  communicated  by  a 
young  girl  of  the  neighbourhood,  whcj 
undertook  to  conduct  the  husband  to 
the  house  where  his  wife  was  con- 
cealed. The  parly,  as  may  be  sup- 
posed, was  ready  in  an  instant  to  ac- 
company the  girl,  who  led  them  to 
the  house  of  a  Mussulman,  where, 
according  to  her  information,  the  wife 
was  .secreted.  It  did  not  appear, 
however,  that  she  was  at  that  time 
concealed  there,  as  on  searching  the 
house  she  could  not  be  found  ;  but  as 
the  Mussulman,  on  the  first  appear- 
ance x)f  the  husband,  ran  off,  and  some 
other  circumstances  »tretJgthening  the 
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suBpicioa  of  his  being  concerned  in 
the  elopement,  Ishan  Dauss  applied  to 
the  Tannah,  where,  on  an  examination 
of  the  suspected  parties,  it  was  clearly 
ascertained,  that  three  women  of  the 
neighbourhood,  the  above  Mussulman, 
and  a  wealthy  Hindoo  Sircar,  were  ac- 
cessaries to  the  seduction  and  elope- 
ment. Three  of  the  panics  have  been 
apprehended  and  confined.  No  in- 
formation has  yet  transpired  to  lead  to 
the  place  were  the  woman  is  con- 
cealed^ a  discovery  that  now,  as  her 
elopement  was  a  voluntary  act,  could 
answer  no  other  purpose  than  to  re- 
cover the  jewels  and  ornaments  that 
she  carried  oflF.  Sunkeree  is  repre- 
sented as  a  perfecl  beauty,  according 
to  the  Hindoo  taste.  It  is  conjectured 
that  some  native,  of  more  weight  and 
opulence  than  any  of  those  who  have 
yet  appeared  as  parties  in  the  case, 
was  the  prime  instigator  of  the  seduc- 
tion and  elopement. 

This  instance  of  conjugal  infidelity 
has  been  made  much  more  public  than 
usual  among  the  Hindoos.  Whether 
similar  cases  among  them  are  so  un- 
common, as  some  are  disposed  to  be- 
lieve, we  much  doubt  j  but  if  their 
occurrence  Is  not  rare,  the  knowledge 
of  them  is,  in  general,  very  prudently 
concealed  as  jBuch  as  possible.  The 
propensity  of  giving  currency  to  the 
icandal,  or  of  seeking  redress  in  courts 
of  law  for  such  domestic  calamities, 
js  utterly  repugnant  to  the  practice  of 
the  Hindoos.—  (^Fide  Occurrences  for 
yipril,  page  47 ') 

March  22. — A  young  man  of  the 
name  of  Robert  Bruce  Keith  Stuart, 
a  convict  from  New  South  Wales,  was 
brought  on  shore  from  the  Phaeton  fri- 
gate, and  lodged  in  gaol,  by  an  order 
from  government.  This  young  man 
hud  been  convicted  of  an  offence  iu 
England,  for  which  he  was  transported 
to  New  South  Wi;les,  from  whence, 
in  concert  with  several  other  convicts, 
be  carried  off,  in  May  last,  the  brig 
Harrington,  and  made  the  best  of  his 
way  for  Manilla.  On  the  passage  thi- 
tl)er>  when  off  the  coast  of  Leuconia, 
the  Dedaigneuse  frigate  fell  in  with  the 
brig  Harrington,  and  sent  a  party  of 
seckQiea  ou  board  to  take  possessiooj 


and  transhipping  the  party  above-nam- 
ed  to  the  frigate,  brought  him  toPrinct 
of  Wales*s  Island,  where  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Phaeton,  on  which  frigate 
he  was  brought  on  to  this  port. 

Upon  being  received  on  board  tht 
Dedaigneuse,  her  commander,  captain 
Dawson,  affected  by  the  gentleman- 
like appearance  of  his  prisoner,  allow- 
ed him  every  reasonable  indulgence, 
and  forebore  to  place  him  under  per- 
sonal restraint,  but  having  made  an 
attempt  to  escape,  and  in  which  be 
had  nearly  succeeded,  captain  Daw- 
son judged  it  necessary  to  place  him  io 
close  confinement.  This  unfortuDate 
youth  was  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the 
navy,  and  had  the  benefit  of  a  liberal 
education,  and  is  respectably  con- 
nected. 

The  Harrington,  after  being  boarded 
by  a  party  of  British  seamen  from  tht 
Dedaigneuse  frigate,  ran  aground,  and 
was  lost  ou  the  coast  of  Leuconia, 
when  all  the  convict  pirates,  who  wer» 
on  board,  effected  their  escape. 

March  24. — A  melancholy  cas^  of 
hydrophobia  occurred  a  few  days  ago. 
A  native  boy,  about  frve  /dr  six  yean 
of  age,  was  bitten  in  the  cheek  by  a 
dog,  on  the  30th  of  January  last.  Oo 
the  same  day>  almost  immediately, 
indeed,  after  the  accident,  be  was  car- 
ried to  the  Native  hospital,  where  be 
received  all  the  assistance  that  the  case 
could  admit.  The  depth,  and  unfa- 
vorable situation  of  the  wound^  pre- 
vented recourse  to  incision.  The  parts, 
however,  were  cauterized  very  care- 
fully. The  cliild,  as  almost  invariabij 
happens,  appeared  to  do  well,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  way  till  the  beginning 
of  this  month,  when  the  usual  train  of 
symptoms  ensued,  and  quickly  termi- 
nated  io  death. 

This  instance  of  hydrophobia,  tb« 
most  formidable  and  deadly  of  all  dis- 
eases, is  more  noticeable,  from  the 
accident  that  produced  it,  occurring  in 
the  colder  part  of  the  season.  It  bai 
been  by  some  alleged,  that  this  dis- 
ease  is  incident  to  dogs  during  the  hot- 
ter months  only.  This,  however,  ii  a 
vulgar  error.  It  is,  indeed,  less  fre- 
quent in  seasons  of  low  temperature  j 
but  the  abore  caae^  with  others  tkat 
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have  occurred,  both  here  and  in  the 
CGtider  countries  of  Europe,  leave  no 
doubt  that  the  disease  may  originate, 
and  be  propagated,  at  any  season  or  ia 
any  climate. 

March  25. — All  the  objects,  which 
were  contemplated  in  the  formation  of 
the  late  formidable  army  in  Sirhind, 
being  happily  and  satisfactorily  obtain- 
ed, the  public  interests  in  that  quar- 
ter are  established  on  an  equitable, 
and  more  secure  and  permanent,  foun- 
dation than  heretofore.  Runjeit  Sing, 
consulting  his  individual  interest,  and 
the  general  welfare  of  his  people,  has 
wisely  preferred  peace  and  friendship 
with  the  British  government,  to  an 
hostility,  as  just  in  its  end,  as  it  must 
have  proved  irresistible  in  its  means. 

A  few  days  after  the  adjustment  of 
all  the  lately- subsisting  differences  with 
Runjeit  Sing,  the  pleasing  intelligence 
of  the  destruction  of  ihe  French  ar- 
mies in  Spain,  of  the  capture  of  Junot, 
the  liberation  of  Portugal,  &c.  were 
received  in  the  British  camp,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Sutledge.  A  royal  sa- 
lute, as  might  naturally  be  expected, 
was  fired  on  the  receipt  of  such  joyful 
news.  As  soon  as  the  cause  of  the 
salute  was  made  known  to  Runjeit 
'  Sing,  he  ordered  a  salute  to  be  fired 
from  all  the  guns  in  his  camp,  in  tes- 
timony of  his  participation  in  the  sen- 
timents of  joy,  on  the  defeat  of  the 
enemy  of  the  English  nation. 

Whether  the  Seiks  were  fully  aware 
of  the  high  importance  of  the  events, 
which  were  thus  commemorated  5 — 
whether  they  meant  their  salute  as  any 
thing  more  than  a  mere  matter  of 
compliment  to  the  English,  may  be 
doubted  ;  but  still  it  is  pleasing  to  ob- 
serve, a  native  chieftain  at  the  head 
of  his  vassals,  uuiting  with  a  British 
army,  in  the  centre  of  Asia,  in  their 
salutations  on  the  defeat  of  Buona- 
parte. Under  either  decision  of  the 
c^uestion  it  is  almost  equally  satisfac- 
tory V — if  it  arose  from  a  just  estimate 
43f  the  important  consequences  of  the 
defeat  of  French  ambition,  it  shews 
zxiore  political  sagacity  and  information 
-than  they  were  supposed  to  possess; 
if  it  bad  no  other  foundation  than  a 
anotive  of  mere  comoliment.  it  is  one 


that  is  gratifying  in  itself,  and  displays 
a  courteous  respect  to  their  Britbh  ^« 
lies. 

Calcutta,  March  26. — At  the  date 
of  the  latest  advices  from  the  Upper 
Provinces,  the  armies  there  continued 
still  in  the  same  position,  and  the  de- 
finitive arrangement  of  our  difference! 
with  the  Seiks  remained  in  suspense. 
Runjeit  Sing's  army,*  in  considerable 
force,  was  posted  on  the  Sutledge,  op- 
posite to  liUdehaunah,  Letters  of  the 
10th  current,  however,  still  continue 
to  express  the  most  confident  expecta- 
tions, of  such  an  adjustment  being  im- 
mediately concluded,  as  would  permit 
the  army  to  break  up  about  the  l6th. 

The  position,  occupied  by  gene- 
ral St.  Leger's  army  ever  since  the 
nth  ult.  is  about  18  miles  to  the 
south  east  of  Ludehaunah,  where  co- 
lonel Ochterlony's  brigade  is  posted. 

The  force  under  colonel  Ochter- 
lony^s  command,  is  composed  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  Native  cavalry,  the  1st 
battalion  of  the  10th,  1st  battalion  of 
the  23d,  an^  Ist  battalion  of  the  2;ih 
Native  infantry.  And  the  grand  army, 
under  general  St.  Leger,  consists  of 
his  majesty's  24th  light  dragoons,  and 
17th  regiment  of  foot  3  the  6th  and 
Sth  regiments  of  Nativfe  cavalry  5  the 
2d  and  3d  light  infantry  battalions; 
and*  a  strong  detachment, ' both  of 
heavy  and  light  artillery. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  major-general 
St.  Leger' s  army,  Jth  March,  I8O9. 

You  have  no  doubt  beard  of  the 
awkward  dispute  beween  the  sepoys 
of  Mr.  Metcalfe's  escort  and  the  Seiks  | 
but,  as  you  may  not  perhaps  have  ' 
heard  correct  particulars,  1  will  givo 
them  to  you. — You  must  know  that 
Imrutsir  (the  place  where  our  envoy 
and  Runjeit  Sing  at  present  are,)  ii 
considered  by  the  Seiks  as  most  holy ; 
their  prophet  Nanock  Shah  being  there 
buried, — and  that  they  hold  all  Mus- 
sulmans in  the  utmost  abhorrence.  Mr. 
Metcalfe's  guard  consists  of  two  com- 
panies of  infantry  under  captain  Pop- 
ham  :  and,  the  Mussulmans  of  the 
detachment  were,  according  to  annual 
custom,  celebrating   the  MuhurrucD. 
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The  Seik  fanatics  could  not  brook  this, 
and  resolved  to  put  them  all  to  death. 
Luckily,  however,  captain  Popham 
and  Mr.  Metcalfe  had  intelligence  of 
their  intention.  At  this  time,  they 
were  at  some  distance  from  Runjeit 
Sing's  camp,  and  the  sepoys  were 
drawn  upon  parade j  when,  all  of  a 
sudden,  the  gates  of  the  town  were 
thrown  open,  and  out  came  about  4  or 
500  armed  men,  with  drums  beating 
and  colours  flying,  and  took  post  be- 
hind a  small  bank  a  little  in  front  of 
the  sepoys,  whence  they  commenced 
an  irregular  fire.  Popham  did  not  stir 
until  one  of  his  men  and  lieutenant 
Ferguson  were  wounded,  he  then  or- 
dered I'.is  party  to  advance,  and,  on 
getting  near,  to  fire  a  volley  and  charge, 
—which  they  did,  and  pursued  the 
Seiks  to  the  ditch*  of  the  town }  when 
Runjeit  himself  came  down  and  be- 
haved very  well,  took  our  party  away, 
and  sent  a  force  to  protect  ihem.  They 
say,  that  he  is  totally  blameless  in  the 
business,  and  behaved  most  handsoa^e- 
ly.  Our  loss  was  17  wounded,  and 
that  of  the  Seiks  5  killed  and  25 
wounded. 

•  ^ 

Bengal 
Occurrences  for  j4priL 

Calcutta,  April  I. — ^The  honour- 
able Mr.  Elphinstone  and  his  suite  ar- 
rived at  Paishawar,  on  the  25th  of 
February.  The  intelligence  of  this 
event  has  been  received  through  the 
medium  of  private  letters,  which 
reached  town  on  Tuesday  last.  They 
are' dated  on  the  4th  ult.  and  were 
transmitted  by  the- route  of  Lahore. 
At  the  date  of  these  accounts,  it  was 
expected,  that  the  king  would  give 
audience  to  the  embassy,  in  a  day  or 
two.  Some  time  had  been  occupied, 
in  arranging  the  ceremonials  of  their 
introduction;  but  every  thing  had 
been  adjusted,  and  was  likely  to  pro- 
ceed m  the  most  satisfactory  manner. 

The  march  of  the  embassy  from 
Cala  baugh  to  Paishawar,  had  been 
most  delightful.  The  country,  through 
which   ihey  passed,    was   extremely 


beanfiful ;  and  the  Indus,  in  that  part 
of  its  course,  is  described  as  a  deep, 
clear  stream,  flowing  between  two 
ridges  of  rocks,  through  a  channel  lit- 
"tle  more  than  300  yards  in  breadth.  Iti 
banks  produce  alum  and  salt  in  extra- 
ordinary abundance. 

[t  was  at  Cala  baugh  that  the  party 
first  entered  the  tract  of  country, 
which  is  inhabited  by  the  real  Afghans. 
In  their  journey  from  thence  to  Paish- 
awar, they  passed  through  a  great  num- 
ber and  variety  of  tribe.  Throughout 
the  whole  length  of  their  tedious  jour- 
ney, they  had  every  where  been  re- 
ceived with  the  same  uniform  respect 
and  attention.  And  at  the  date  of 
these  accounts,  all  the  gentlemen  of 
the  mission  were  in  the  best  health  and 
spirits. 

A  part  of  the  Shah's  army  had  pro- 
ceeded to  Cashmeer,  where  they  were 
employed  in  reducing  the  rebellious 
Soubahdar  of  that  province. 

Considerable  difficulty  had  been  ex- 
perienced, in  the  attempt  to  establish 
a  regular  dawk,  between  the  embassy 
and  the  company's  provinces;  and,  in 
spite  of  every  precaution,  several  pack- 
ets had  actually  been  lost. — This  cir- 
cumstance sufficiently  accounts  for  tl)e 
irregularity  lately  experienced  in  the 
correspondence  from  that  quarter. — 
The  following  extract  is  taken  from  a 
letter  written  13  days  previous  to  tbe 
arrival  of  the  party  at  Paishawar.  It 
still,  however,  bears  a  more  recent  date, 
than  any  account  previously  received ; 
and  details  various  circumstances, 
which  may  be  interesting  to  the  rea- 
der. 

Camp  at  the  village  of  Cogulwala,  left 
bankof  the  Koorm,  about  (ufo  miks 
from  the  Indus ^  ]  2th  February,  I8O9, 

From  Pohfirpore  we  marched  to  tbe 
village  of  Pooneealee,  which  is  situated 
in  the  mouth  of  a  valley,  leading 
through  some  low  hills  towards  Eesak- 
hel  and  Qurrah  Baugh.  Our  march  to 
Pooneealee  was  mostly  over  a  high 
and  dry  sandy  plain,  which  forms  an 
acute  angle  with  the  base  of  the  hills. 
The  village,  itself  is  a  pretty  looking 
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place,  embosomed  in  a  grove  of  date- 
trees,  and  situated  at  the  extremity  of 
that  ridge,  which  constitutes  the  south- 
eastern boundary  of.  the  valley.  A 
very  fine  and  clear  stream  runs  past  it, 
from  which  the  inhabitant^  (who  are 
Shekbs  and  Balloches)  irrigate  their 
fields  of  rice  and  other  grain.  Several 
of  our  party  climbed  the  steep  emi- 
nence, which  forms  the  south-western 
.promontory  of  the  ridge,  and,  from 
it  summits,  had  a  most  extensive  view 
of  all  that  immense  plain,  through 
which  the  Indus  flows,  and  which  is 
bounded  to  the  west  by  9  prodigious 
range  of  hills,  forming  the  natural  and 
almost  impenetrable  barrier  of  Hin- 
dostan.  The  most  prominent  of  the 
whole  was  Solomon's  throne,  —  so 
called  from  a  traditionary  report,  which 
is  prevalent  here,  that  Solomon  once 
sat  on  its  pinnacle,  and  viewed  from 
thence  all  the  countries  east  of  the 
Indus.  It  is  more  particularly  re- 
markable, however,  as  the  place  on 
which,  according  to  the  belief  gene- 
rally entertained  here,  Noah's  Ark, 
rested  after  the  deluge.  Our  march 
of  to-day  is  the  first  that  has  been  at- 
tended with  the  smallest  peril;  and 
we  have  fortunately  got  over  it,  with- 
out seeing  a  single  fierce  countenance. 
Our  road  has  been  through  a  rugged 
valley,  between  4  and  4|  miles  in 
breadth, — over  ground,  frequently  in- 
tersected by  the  broad  and  sandy  bed 
of  the  torrents,  which  flow  through  it 
during  the  rainy  season.  With  the 
exception  of  a  few  miserable  trees  and 
hrubs,  and  some  thin,  coarse  grass, 
nothing  verdant  was  to  be  seen  for  the 
space  of  4  or  5  miles.  On  the  road 
from  Pooneealee,  we  passed  several 
krawls  of  wandering  Afghans,  of  the 
tribe  of  Moor  war,  who  live  at  present 
in  this  valley,  in  consequence  of  the 
dearth  of  water  and  rigour  of  the  sea- 
son ill  their  native  hills.  They  inhabit 
the  most  wretched  hovels,  constructed 
with  a  few  branches  of  the  pagh  bush, 
arranged  in  a  circle,  with  grass  thrown 
over  them  as  a  slight  defence  against 
the  wind.  A  very  few  had  a  black  or 
brown  blanket,  stretched  over  their 
fence.  The  men  were  tall,  well-made, 
and  healthy  5  and  softie  of  the  women 


handsome,  but  in  general  too  coarse  in 
their  figure  and  feature.  The  com- 
plexions of  the  men  were  by  no  means 
so  fair  as  I  should  have  expected, — 
few  being  even  so  much  so  as  the 
fairer  portion  of  the  natives  of  Bengal  ^ 
but  they  were  characterized  by  brown- 
ish beards,  brown  and  grey  eyes,  and 
frequently  light  brown  eye-brows.  They 
were  dressed  in  very  loose  trowsers, 
and  upper  garments  like  other  Mus- 
sulmans,— with  a  small  piece  of  linen 
clo:h  wrapped  round  their  l)ead8,  iil 
which  they  universally  preserve  their 
hair.  These  people  generally  subsist 
on  the  milk  a-d  produce  of  their  ca- 
mels. They  purchase  whatever  grain 
they  use.  We  have  to-day  been  obliged 
to  carry  with  us  our  supply  of  water 
for  the  ensuing  night,  as  none  is  pro- 
curable near  our  present  encamping 
ground. 

We  march  to-morrow  to  Eesakhel, 
where  we  procure  every  thing  neces- 
sary, and  thence  "we  make  three 
marches,  I  believe,  to  Qurrah  Baugh, 
where  we  shall  probably  halt  two  or 
three  days.  Qurrah  Baugh  and  Eesakhel 
are  both  situated  on  the  banks  of  tlie 
Indus^  which  are  generally  poor  in 
point  of  scenery.  The  former  place, 
however,  I  believe,  is  a  part  of  the 
Indus,  where  the  hills  run  down  to 
its  edge ;  and  it  is  otherwise  interesting 
from  having  some  alum-works,  salt 
hills,  &c.  &c.  in  its  neighbourhood. 
This  was  to  have  gone  yesterday,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  unsettled  state 
of  this  part  of  the  country,  from 
bands  of  thieves,  and  the  predatory 
disposition  of  its  inhabitants,  no  dawk 
was  dispatched.  To  day,  we  made  a 
long  march  of  twenty-one  miles, 
through  a  valley,  at  the  extremity  of 
which  we  found  the  river  Koorm,  on 
the  left  bank  of  which  we  are  at  pre- 
sent encamped.  The  bed  is  about 
three  furlongs  wide,  from  bank  to 
bank ;  but  the  water  is  at  present 
shallow  and  muddy,  and  the  stream 
divided.  At  this  place,  or  a  little 
below,  it  enters  the  Indus,  from  the 
bank  of  which  we  are  at  present 
about  two  miles  distant  The  hills 
now  approach  upon  all  sides;  but 
they  are  by  no  means  picturesque  01: 
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beautiful.  In  appeamnce,  they  are  in 
general  rugged  and  craggy  j  but  some 
are  composed  only  of  sand  hardened 
into  a  mass,  which  crumbles  under 
the  foot,  and  is  washed  into  ravines 
by  the  rains.  They  are  destitute  of 
trees  and  verdure,  and  have  no  attrac- 
tion, except  their  novelty,  height,  and 
barbarous,  inhospitable  ruggedness. 
We  now  are  in  the  district  of  that 
tribe  of  Afghans,  called  the  Eesakhel. 
Our  three  succeeding  marches  will  be 
along  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  to  Qurrah 
Baugh.  For  the  first  time,  since  leaving 
Delhi,  we  have  had  to  day  a  slight  visit 
from  robbers  on  (he  road,  who  plun- 
dered two  or  three  of  the  party,  who 
were  loitering  in  the  rear.  One  of 
the  gentlemen  lost  part  of  his  clothes, 
and  a  bullock  ;  but  no  person  was 
hurt.  The  day  was  exceedingly  hot, 
^nd  the  march  very  fatiguing. 

We  hear  there  are  350  horse,  and 
150  foot,  of  the  king's  army,  waiting 
^  for  us  at  Qurrah  Baugh.  The  man,  who 
had  been  dispatched  as  our  avant  cou- 
rier, returned  to  day,  and  brings,  I  be- 
lieve, good  accounts  of  the  preparations 
for  our  reception. 


April  2. — By  letters  received  direct 
from  general  St.  Leger's  camp,  at  Lun- 
chan'na,  dated  the  J^ih  ult.  we  are  in- 
formed, that  all  matters  with  the 
Seiks  were  then  amicably  and  finally 
settled.  The  two  fort^?  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Sutledge,  namely,  Keire  and 
Eeride  Kh<jte,  which  were  demanded 
from  Runjeit  Sing,  were  given  up,  and 
are  now  possessed  by  Jjritish  troops'.  In 
consequence  of  this,  pacific  arrange- 
ment, the  corps  of  the  army  were,  at 
the  date  of  these  leiiers,  preparing  to 
fall  back  to  their  respective  canton- 
ments. Colonel  Ochicrlony,  with  a 
well-appointed  force,  amounting  to 
about  8000  men,  will  remain  encamp- 
ed in  Ludehanna. 

The  country  in  which  Keire  and 
Feride  Khote  are  situated,  is  a  barren, 
sandy,  waste,  without  vegetation.  Colo- 
nel Ochterlony's  position  is  about  five 
miles  distant  from  the  ghaut  of  the 
Sutledge. 

Head-quarters  were  expected  to  be 


removed  from  Kernaul  to  Merut,  aboot 
the  end  of  March. 

SUPREME    COURT,    APRIL  6. 

Ramanund  Ghose,  versus  Gopey  Mohun 
Tackoor. 

This  arose  out  of  a  bill,  filed  on  the 
equity  side  of  the  supreme  court,  to 
redeem  an  estate,  mortgaged  by  the 
complainant  to  the  defendant,  and 
seized  under  a  writ  of  Jleri  Jacias, 
on  a  judgment  entered  on  a  bond  and 
warrant  of  attorney, given  as  a  collate- 
ral security  to  the  mortgagee. 

Gopey  Mohun  Tackoor,  the  de- 
fendant, a  Hindoo  of  great  wealth, 
had  advanced,  as  it  appeared,  to  the 
CQmplainant,  who  is  a  Talookdar,  the 
sum  of  eleven  thousand  rupees,  which 
being  insufficient  for  his  purpose,  he 
proposed  to  borrow  a  much  larger 
amount,  to  which  Gopey  Mohun 
agreed.  A  deed  was  accordingly  drawn 
up,  and  executed  by  the  complainant 
and  defendant,  by  which  Gopey  Mo- 
hun undertook  to  advance  to  the  com- 
plainant money  to  the  extent  of  65,000 
rupees,  for  which  sum,  at  the  time  of 
signing  the  agreement,  he  took  a  mort- 
gage on  certain  Talooks,  the  property 
of  the  complainant,  fully  sufficient  to 
cover  the  amount  of  65,000  rupees, 
which  he  had  engaged  to  advance  on 
loan,  taking  at  the  same  time  the  com- 
plainant's bond  and  warrant  of  attor- 
ney for  the  amount,  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, as  if  it  had  been  paid.  Soon 
afterwards  the  difficulties  of  the  com- 
plainant increased  -,  a  part  of  his  lands 
were  seized  by  government,  and  sold 
on  account  of  arrears  of  rent.  Gopey 
Mohun,  dt  the  same  time,  seized  the 
remaining  lands,  which  were  mort- 
gaged to  him  ;  aid,  by  virtue  of  the 
judgment  entered  upon  the  bond  and 
warrant  of  attorney,  took  the  lands  in 
execution,  and  proceeded  to  bring 
them  to  a  sale  by  the  sheriflF,  although 
it  appeared  that  he  had  not  paid  one 
rupee,  on  account  of  the  complainant, 
since  the  signing  of  the  deed,  by  which 
he  engaged  to  lend  him  05,000  rupees; 
the  sum  of  11,000  rupees,  the  whole 
amount  that  he  had  advanced,  having 
bten  paid  previously  to  the  execution 
of  that  instrument.  jOOgle 
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This  case,  which,  after  a  hearing  of 
three  days,  was  decided  in  court  on 
Thursday  last,  appears  to  Be  of  conside- 
rable importance,  as  affecting  any  sup- 
posed right  of  a  mortgagee  to  sell  the 
mortgaged  estate  absolutely,  under 
such  an  execution,  and  was  argued  at 
great  length,  and  with  great  ability, 
by  the  counsel  on  both  sides. 

The  counsel  for  the  complainant 
ably  contended :  first,  on  the  merits 
of  the  case,  that  sufficient  appeared, 
from  the  admissions  and  proofs^  to  in- 
duce the  court  to  comply  with  the 
prayer  of  the  bill.  Tliey  urged  the 
smallness  of  ilje  sum  ndvauiied,  in 
comparison  wiih  l! '^  rtaj  value  of  the 
premises,  the  ruiiy^i'}  of  lakiug  out 
execution  cc^tir.-  'bo  pi'.pciiy,  pur- 
chase of  the  t.st:uc  h"  tl.'/  mcnrgagee 
himself,  with  a  v:i:  k  ;.  -  a  other  topics 
of  unconscicnia;  ^-  ^  ..antage,  exer- 
cised by  an  opul  ::•.  inorlgiigee  over 
the  nccessiious  .\.j.>  of  an  Indigent 
mortg.igor.  Cut,  luunjlting  lhe»  court 
to  be  oi  opinion  that  no  such  advan- 
tage had  been  taken,  it  was  contended, 
on  the  law  of  the  case,  that  the 
mortgagor,  having  an  equity  of  re- 
demption in  the  estate,  such  equitable 
interest  could  not  be  taken  in  execution 
under  a  Jieii  facias  -,  and  a  variety  of 
authonties  were  cited  io  support  of 
this  doctrine. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant  con- 
tended, on  the  other  hand,  that  as  a 
lapse  of  seven  years  had  taken  place 
since  the  execution,  it  was  highly  un- 
reasonable for  the  complainant  to  come 
forward,  after  so  long  an  acquiescence 
in  the  defendant's  right,  to  obtain  a  re- 
conveyance; that,  so  far  from  their 
.  cUent  deserving  the  impotation  of 
having  acted  unreasonably,  they  in- 
sisted that  the  complainant  had  prac- 
tised great  fraud  and  duplicity  io  the 
transaLtionj  that,  independent  of  the 
deed  of  mortgage,  he  had  subsequently 
executed  a  khutcoulah,  an  instrument 
by  which  he  had  assigned  all  right, 
interest,  or  title  to  the  premises,  which 
ought  to  be  a  bar  to  his  present  appli-. 
cation,  amounting  to  a  release  of  bis 
equity  of  redemption.  As  to  the  law, 
they  admitted  that,  in  England^  an 
equity  of  redemption    coi^ld  not  be 


taken  in  execution  5  and,  with  great 
ingenuity,  endeavoured  to  draw  a  dis- 
tinction, arising  from  the  provisions  of 
the  charter  of  the  supreme  court, 
w^hich  renders  many  things  liable  in 
this  country  to  be  taken  in  execution, 
which  could  not  be  taken  in  England ; 
that  the  sheriff  might  be  commanded 
to  take,  inter  alia,  houses,  lands,  debts, 
and  effecfts  ; — and  the  term  effects  was 
sufficiently  comprehensive  to  embrace 
such  an  interest  as  the  present ;  that 
the  charter,  being  made  in  favour  of 
creditors,  ought  to  receive  a  liberal 
construction,  as  it  appears  to  render 
every  species  of  property,  that  a  man 
can  possess,  responsible  for  his  debts. 

The  court  did  not  think  the  lapse 
of  five  years,  which  was  all  the  time 
that  had  elapsed  from  the  execution 
to  the  filing  of  the  bill,  was  suffi- 
cient to  bar  the  application  of  the  com- 
plainant, and  thought  the  bond  given 
as  a  collateral  security  to"  the  Mort- 
gagee, ought  not  to  have  been  used 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it  j  t^t 
the  Mohgagee  himself  purchasing 
under  the  execution,  was  not  to  be 
encouraged  in  a  court  of  equity,  as 
such  a  proceeding  had  the  effect  ofs 
making  a  man  his  own  chancellor, 
selling  the  estate  himself,  purchasing 
it  himself,  and  thereby  defeating  one  of 
the  most  salutary  jurisdictions  of  a  court 
of  equity.  Besides,  in  the  inconsistency 
of  the  sheriff's  seizing  land,  which  in 
law  belonged  to  the  plaintiff,  in  an  ex- 
cotion  against  the  defendant,  when 
the  Khutcoulah  was  executed  the  com- 
plainant had  no  estate  to  convey  ;  and 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  effects, 
they  must  imply  something  of  a  cor- 
poreal nature  which  the  sheriff  could 
seize. 

The  court  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  Complainant  ought  to 
be  let  in  to  redeem- 

April  8. — On  Monday  last  the  Da- 
nish brig,  Freya,  and  her  cargo,  prize 
to  his  Majesty's  ship  Modes te,  captain 
the  honourable  George  Elliot,  cap- 
tured in  the  river  Hoogley,  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  intelligence  of  hostilities  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Denmark,  were 
condemned  in  tb«  court  of  vice  admi- 
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valty,  at  Fort  William  j  the  brig  as 
,  prize  to  the  Captors^  and  her  cargo  as 
'  a  drait  of  admiralty. 

Calcutta,  April  12th. — Advices 
have  been  received  from  Peshour,  the 
10th  of  March. 

Mr.  Elphinstone  and  the  gentlemen 
of  his  suite  have  been  introduced  to 
the  King.  Tlie  third  of  March  was 
the  day  appointed  for  the  ceremony  j 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  unfavour- 
able state  of  the  weather,  it  was  de- 
ferred, and  did  not  actually  take  place 
until  ^he  morning  of  the  5th. 

Paishawar  is  described  as  a  low^damp, 
unpleasant  town ;  surrounded  on  every 
gide  by  a  miry  country,  and  contain- 
ing no  very  comfortable  accomodatioi^ 
for  Europeans. 

Sultan-ul-Moolk,  it  was  supposed, 
■would  shortly  return  towards  Can- 
daharj  his  enemy,  the  prince  Shah 
Abbas,  having  excited  some  commo- 
tions in  the  western  provinces^  and  made 
himself  master  of  Herat.  In  that  case, 
the  conduct  of  the  war  in  Caslimere 
will  be  left  to  an  inferior  officer. 

Private  account  of  ike  progress  of  the 
embnsiy. 
Dhoda,  a  village  eight  miles  south 
of  Koha.— Feb.  1.— We  left    Qurrah 
Baogh  the  day  before  yesterday. 

From  Turrugun,  our  road  lay  through 
a  rich  and  fertile  tract  of  ground,  sub- 
ject to  inundation  from  the  overflow 
.  of  the  Indus,  which,  by  the  quantity 
€)f  mud  which  it  yearly  deposi% 
gi^'es  new  vigour  and  substance  to  the 
soil.  On  our  left,  at  the  distance  of 
some  miles,  was  a  high  range  oi  bar- 
ren hills,  composed  of  a  soft,  friable 
«and-stone, — their  tops  pointed,  crag- 
gj>  and  irregular, — and  their  sides 
rmined  by  the  torrents,  and,  within 
a  certain  distance  from  their  basis,  de- 
scending by  a  moderate  slope  towards 
the  plain.  The  intermediate  space 
between  these  hills  and  our  route,  was 
an  uneven  track  of  country  ;  bearing 
ii  wide  and  scattered  bush -jungle, 
with  a  little  grass — On  the  right  was 
to  be  seen  the  bed  of  the  Indus,  of  a 

•     great  extent,  and  the  stream  separated 
into    many    channels  by  numberless 

^     islands  of  various  sizes  —most  of  thera 


bearing  grass,  but  some  laid  down  itf 
com.  Beyond  this,  and  terminating 
the  landscape,  appeared  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  river,  low,  and  with  a 
cluster  or  row  of  trees  here  and  there 
checquering  the  horizon,  and  a  ridge 
of  barren  hills,  in  the  back-ground, 
which  where  neither  pleasing  from 
their  beauty,  nor  striking  from  their 
magnitude  or  grandeur.  It  appear- 
ed to  me,  that  the  extreme  distance 
from  thtt  east  bank  of  the  Indus  to  the 
base  of  these  hills  might  be  about 
18  or  20  miles.  The  distance  gra- 
dually increases,  as  you  approach  to 
K  ala  JSaugh.  All  the  hills  we  have  yet 
seen  on  the  Indus,  or  near  it,  are  per- 
fectly bare  of  verdure,  with  the  ex- 
ception only  of  a  few  miserable,  thorny 
bushes^  and  the  scattered  tufts  of 
grass  on  their  sloping  sides.  Their 
substance  is  either  a  dark  grey  sand- 
stone, or  the  same  sand-stone  mixed 
with  flaky  strata  of  clay  and  coarse 
gravel.  One  side  is  usually  preci- 
pitous and  craggy,  distinctly  shewing 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  com- 
posed ;  while  the  other  has  generally 
a  sloping  and  practicable,  though  steep 
ascent,  covered  with  a  thin  layer  of 
eatth,  pebbles  and  sand  mingled  toge- 
ther, and  bearing  such  scant  shiubs  and 
grasses  as  the  soil  affords. 

One  of  our  stages  was  at  Khoodoo- 
zaee,  on  the  banks  of  the  Indus.  ITie 
appearance  of  the  river  there  is  grand- 
er and  more  cheering,  than  in  any 
other  part  of  its  course  which  I  had 
before  seen;  The  west  bank,  on  which 
we  encamped,  was  high  and  steep, 
and  composed  of  a  Arm,  calcareous 
eanh,  much  broken  and  intersected 
by  the  descending  torrents.  The  water 
was  beautifully  clear,  of  a  light  greenish 
hue,  apparently  very  deep,  and  flowing 
over  a  bed  of  stoues  and  pebbles,  with- 
out rocks.  The  opposite  shore  was  a 
gently  shelving  sand-bank,  with  here 
and  there  an  island,  covered  in  gene- 
ral with  long  yellow  grass,  but  in 
some  particular  parts  with  com.  The 
stream  seemed  to  be  from  2  to  300 
yards  wide,  and  the  curre at*  remark- 
ably swift. 

From  Khoodoo-zaee  we  marched  to 
Qurrah  Baugh  (a short  distance  of  about 
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10  miles)  over  ground  broken  and  un- 
even, but  in  some  places  pretty  fertile. 
Our  rout  was  constantly  interrupted, 
by  the  broad,  stony,  and  sandy  beds  of 
torrents,  which  run  down  from  the 
hills.  Tlie  road  gradually  approaches 
the  mountains  until  it  reaches  Qurrah 
Baugh.  which  is  a  small  town,  built 
at  the  foot  of  a  high,  steep,  and  pre- 
cipitous hill,  overhanging  the  river. 
Between  the  base  of  this  eminence 
and  the  stream,  but  a  narrow  space  is 
left  5  and  that  is  very  steep  and  rigged, 
from  the  fragments  of  sand-stone  and 
rock,  which  have  fallen  from  above. 
A  road,  or  path- way,  is  here  cut  for  the 
convenience  of  travellers,  sufficient 
to  admit  the  passage  of  loaded  mules, 
bullocks,  or  asses.  But,  unless  the 
people  attending  us  on  the  part  of  the 
King  had  caused  it  to  be  repaired  and 
enlarged,  it  would  not  have  been  prac- 
ticable for  our  camels  and  elephants. 
Carriages  of  no  sort  can  pass;  but 
there  are  excellaut  flat-bottoined  boats, 
by  which  any  articles  may  be  trans- 
ported round  the  point,  Jn  passing 
along,  several  of  our  camels  lost  their 
footing  and  rolled  into  the  river :  but 
as  boats  were  ready  at  all  the  danger- 
ous points,  the  articles  were  saved, 
and  the  camels  escaped  with  few 
bruises  and  knocks. 

Qurrah  Baugh  isr  remarkable  in  seve- 
ral particulars,  but  chiefly  as  the  point 
at  which  thelndus  is  flrnt  confined  toone 
stream,  between  banks  which  it  cannot 
possibly  overflow.  It  is  also  remarkable 
for  possessing  an  inexhaustible  store  of 
the  flnest  rock  sair,  supplied  by  the 
same  hill,  whose  base  is  skirted  by 
the  dlflicult  pass  above-mentioned. 
Thirdly,  it  is  enriched  by  very  con- 
siderable alum  works.  And  in  the 
last  place,  it  it  an  object  of  curiosity, 
from  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  the 
houses  are  built  on  the  almost  perpen- 
dicular front  of  the  acTlvity.  The  salt 
is  here  sold  at  25  maunds  per  rdpee, 
and  transported  on  camels  and  bullocks^ 
to  the  Punjaub,  Moultain,  Sind,  and 
the  lower  parts  of  the  Cabul  dominions^ 
alum  also  is  bartered  in  trade :  and  by 
means  of  these  exports  the  inhabi- 
bitants  are  supported  in  great  ease  and 
comfort.    The  houses  seem  to  be  built 


on  platforms,  cut  out  of  the  declivity  of 
the  hill.  They  have  an  odd  appear- 
ance 5  rising  irregularly  one  above 
another,  like  large  square  or  oblong 
blocks  of  masonry,  or  straritied  rocks. 
Some  they  are  obliged  to  support  by 
buttresses,  and  sloping  stone  ramparts, 
as  the  substance  of  the  hill  itself  is  so 
easily  destroyed  by  water.  The  inha- 
bitants are  a  tribe  of  Afghans,  called 
A  wans,  the  chief  man  of  the  clan 
living  in  Qurrah-Baugh.  The  stream 
of  the  Indus  here,  between  the  two 
nearest  points  of  the  opposite  hills, 
I  should  conjecture  to  be  from  3  to  400 
yards  wide.  An  arrow  shot  across  the 
stream  fell  short  of  the  opposite  bank, 
by  about  one- third  of  the  distance. 
Just  at  Qurrah- Baogh,  the  current  of 
the  river  is  very  slow  ;  and  the  large 
flat- bottomed  boats,  with  two  heavy 
oars  (each  requiring  two  men  to  pull 
them,)  were  able  to  row  up  against  the 
stream.  The  velocity  of  its  current 
cannot  here  exceed  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
the  hour, — if,  indeed,  it  be  so  much. 
It  flows  without  noise  or  impetuosity, 
and  at  the  edges  of  the  water  is  almost 
stagnant.  The  hills  on  either  side  are 
perfectly  bare,  and  generally  steep, 
craggy,  and  precipitous  10  the  water's 
e<]gey  leaving  only,  when  the  river  is 
swollen,  a  sufficient  space  between 
their  basis  and  the  margin  of  the  stream 
for  a  narrow  path- way.  The  brink 
itself  is  con)posed  of  a  soft,  rich  mud, 
which  sinks  so  easily  under  the  foot, 
tha*^  it  is  not  in  every  part  that  animals 
can  approach  the  water.  In  some 
places,  the  rocks  project  into  the 
stream, — and  there  the  water  is  ex- 
ceedingly deep  to  their  vt^y  Tdge. 
The  adjoining  hills  are  remarkable,  I 
think,  only  tor  their  frequently  fan- 
tastic shape.  Tlie  rain,  mcliing  down 
their  substance,  leaves  to  the  last  the 
highest  and  hardest  parts,  which  often 
are  seen  standing  on  basis  much  smal- 
ler than  their  summits,  in  pinnacles, 
nodding  projections,  over -hanging 
craggs,  and  glacier-like  forms.  The 
view  up  the  river  from  Kala-Baugh  is 
suddenly  mterrupled  b/  a  quick  turn 
to  the  north,  the  stream  here  resuming 
its  usual  direction,  after  an  irregular 
winding  in  its  course  towards  the  towni 
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which  it  apM-oaches  nearly  from  the 
south  east.  It  cannot  be  said  to  flow 
in  a,  valley,  as  the  opening  between 
the  hills  here  is  equal  only  to  the. 
breadth  of  its  channel.  The  general 
effect  is  dark  and  gloomy,  from  the 
barrenness  and  melancholy  colour  of 
the  hills.  These  indeed  are  neither 
exceedingly  high  nor  peculiarly  grand. 
And  although  the  appearance  alto- 
gether of  the  landscape  about  Kala- 
Baugk  is  interesting,  that  interest  is 
created  chiefly  by  the  novelty  of  the 
scene,  and  the  association  of  ideas. 

Opposite  to  Kala-Baugh  is  a  hill 
with  a  Hindoo  temple  and  devotee  on 
the  top.  And  a  lirtle  further  up  the 
river,  on  the  Pnnjaub  side,  there  is 
situated  a  village,  belonging  to  Runjeit 
Sing,  ihe  Seik  chief,  and  built  in  a 
similar  manner  to  Kala-Baugh.  The 
people  of  the  two  towns  are,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  enmity  existing  between 
their  respective  slates,  also  at  war 
with  one  another,  and  we  were  ad- 
vised not  to  proceed  far  up  the  river, 
least,  knowing  us  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  the  Cabulking,  they 
might  fire  on  us. 

At  Kala-Baugh  we  left  the  Indus, 
and  proceeded  in  the  bed  of  a  hill 
stream,  which  in  rainy  weather  flows 
down  through  the  valley.  The  bed 
was  stony  and  of  various  breadths,  but 
never  exceeding  half  a  mile.  At 
length,  we  began  to  ascend  a  steep 
and  difficult  pass,  which  was  in  many 
parts  so  narrow,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  chip  the  sand  rock  with  hatchets, 
to  enable  the  loaded  camels  to  pass. 
The  ascent  likewise  was  exceedingly 
arduous,  being  cootinoed  up  the  rocky 
bed  pf  a  lorrent,  for  5  or  6  miles. 
When  we  reached  the  summit,  it 
began  to  rain  heavily,  and  the  prospect 
all  jirounJ  became  most  dismally  grand. 
The  uhole  of  our  descent  was  ren- 
dered tedious  and  difficult,  by  the  state 
of  the  weather.  Many  camels  were 
lost,  and  a  few  stragglers  were  plun- 
dered. We  did  not  reach  our  ground 
until  four  in  the  evening,  and  came  in 
all  completely  wet.  We  pitched  in  a 
low  hollow,  which  was  already  almost 
so«iked,  and  apparently  likely  to  be- 
come a   bog  before  morning.     On« 


half  of  our  baggage  did  not  effect 
their  descent  until  twelve  at  night,  and 
many  of  our  followers  remained  in 
the  pass  all  night  under  a  heavy  rain, 
which  was  probably,  indeed,  their  best 
defence  again  the  robbers,  who  were 
seen  sitting  on  the  tops  of  the  bills 
and  hovering  about  our  line.  All  yes- 
terday it  continued  to  rain  so  heavily 
and  incessantly,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  rao\'e  from  the  low  spot,  where  we 
were  encamped,  to  ground  further 
down  the  water  course.  But  when 
we  began  to  load  the  camels,  most  of 
those,  who  had  heavy  burthens,  were 
either  unable  to  rise,  or,  having  ^sen, 
again  fell.  We,  however,  proceeded, 
at  the  imminent  risk  of  having  all  our 
valuables  precipitated  down  the  steep 
declivity,  which  we  had  to  descend  j  and, 
though  travelling  only  a  few  miles,  we 
did  not  get  to  our  ground  until  dark.  All 
the  time  there  was  a  soaking  rain  : 
and  so  severe  was  the  cold,  and  so 
dark  the  night,  that  our  servants  were 
almost  disabled ;  neither  tirewood  nor 
forage,  nor  provision  could  be  obtain- 
ed, and  it  was  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty that  we  could  get  a  tent  pitch- 
ed. Most  of  the  people  remained  out 
all  night  in  this  dismal  situation,  and 
two  of  our  party  suffered  among  the 
rest.  One  of  them  arrived  without 
his  bcigi^age,  &c.  which  he  had  been 
constrained  to  leave  on  the  road,  the 
tents  being  so  completely  soaked,  that 
the  camels  were  unabled  to  carry  them 
on.  I'he  other  having  lost  his  way  (m 
a  jutting  point  that  overhung  the  val- 
ley, and  being  fearful  to  proceed  fur- 
ther in  the  dark,  was  obliged  to  re- 
main all  night  in  that  unpleasant  situ- 
ation, without  ,  fire  or  companion. 
Fortunately,  we  have  halted  to  day; 
but  it  still  continues  to  rain,  and  our 
march  to-morrow  will  probably  be  a 
chain  of  disasters.  We  are,  however, 
but  six  marches  from  the  king,  and 
our  troubles  will  there  end.  We  are, 
however,  all  perfectly  well. 

We  have  not  yet  got  to  the  bottom 
of  this  pass  through  the  hills;  and 
I  almost  fear  to  write,  lest  the  post 
should  be  rifled,  and  my  letters  de« 
stroyed. 
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It  was  on  a  rainy  disraal  day  that 
I  wrote  the  first  part  of  this  letter. 
Thank  God,  we  are  now  not  only 
cheered  by  fine  weather,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  a  speedy  meeting  with  the 
King,  but  are  buoyed  up  with  the  glo- 
rious news  lately  recehed  from  Eu- 
rope. At  present  I  cannot  say  more. 
Xo- morrow  we  shall  be  at  Kohat,  and 
in  three  days  more  at  Peshour.  The 
king  is  very  anxious  for  our  arrival, 
being  on  the  wing  for  Attock,  to  which 
place,  I  think  it  most  probable  we 
shall  follow^  or  perhaps  accompany 
him. 

Calcutta,  April  25.— The  embas- 
sy continued  to  experience  the  most 
courteous  hospitality  and  respect.  On 
the  13th  of  March,  Mr.  Elphinstone 
had  a  private  audience  of  his  majesty, 
at  which  he  was  received  with  much 
politeness,  and  was  repeatedly  urged 
by  the  king,  to  accompany  him  on  his 
intended  journey  to  Cabul. 

If  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  autho- 
rity of  a  native  newspaper,  Soojah-ul- 
Moolk  was  likely  to  be  immediately 
called  away  from  Peshour,  by  an  insur- 
rection in  the  neighbourlwxxi  of  Herat, 
which  has  recently  assumed  a  very  for- 
midable aspect.  It  appears,  indeed, 
that  the  danger  was  considerably  near- 
er then  expected.  Mahmood  Shall, 
half-brother  to  his  majesty,  and  a  rival 
candidate  for  the  musnud,  having  col- 
lected a  very  powerful  rebel  force  in 
the  north,  had  actually  made  himself 
master  of  Candahar,  and,  at  the  date 
of  the  last  accounts,  was  understood 
to  be  in  fbll  march  against  the  capital. 
The  news  had  excited  very  great  con- 
sternation at  court  5  and  it  was  the 
general  opinion,  that  the  most  ener- 
getic measures  would  be  necessary, 
and  that,  in  all  likelihood,  the  Shah 
might  yet  have  to  fight  another  battle 
for  his  crown. 

This  Mahmood  is  the  same  prince, 
bv  whom,  about  seven  years  ago, 
Zemaun  Shah  (the  king  then  reign- 
ing,)  was  dethroned,  and  deprived  of 
his  sight.  On  that  event  Soojah-ul- 
Moolk  (the  younger  full  brother  of 
Zemaun,)  effected  his  escape  to  the 
mountain,  and  lived  for  seme  time 
aneog  th«  Khyburs,  a  rac«  of  rob* 


bers,  by  whom  these  regions  are  in- 
fested. Of  these  banditti  he  collected 
a  formidable  force,  with  which  he 
marched  against  Mahmood,  deieatM 
him,  and  ascen^d  the  throne.  The 
first  measure  or  his  reign  was  an  act 
of  generosity,  not  very  usual  in  Asiatic 
monarchies.  He  granted  a  free  pardon 
to  the  usurper,  set  his  person  at  large, 
and  settled  on  him  a  handsome  salary 
for  his  maintenance.  The  same  kind- 
ness and  liberality  he  extended  also  to 
Zemaun  Shah,  who  is  still  alive,  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  every  comfort. 

Soojah-ul-Mooik  is  said  to  be  very 
generally  esteemed  and  beloved  by 
his  subjects  at  Peshour.  There  were 
still,  however,  mutinous  spirits  in  many 
p^rts  of  his  kingdom,  ready  for  any 
change  which  held  out  the  hopes  of 
plunder,  whose  aid  the  ungrateful 
Mahmood  had  but  too  successfully 
courted,  for  the  purpose  of  kindling 
anew  the  flames  of  civil  commotion. 

The  only  circumstance  which  was 
likely  to  retard  the  journey  of  th^  king 
towards  Cabul,  was  the  war  in  Cash- 
mere, which,  it  was  hoped,  would  ter- 
minate in  the  entire  subjugation  of  the 
Soohbahdar,  within  the  space  of  about 
a  month  The  army,  which  had  been 
sent  against  that  province,  under  the 
conunand  of  the  vizier,  is  stored,  in  a 
letter  of  the  14th  oi  .Nl^ich,  trom 
Peshour,  to  have  arrived  (at  the  date 
of  the  latest  advices  theti  received) 
within  three  marches  of  its  destina- 
tion. Still,  however,  the  most  diffi- 
cult defiles  remained  to  be  passed.  In 
the  letter  of  the  l6th,  again,,  it  is  ad- 
ded, that  the  Cashmerian  army  had 
nearly  eifected  their  purpose,  and  that 
the  vizier  was  expected  speedily  to 
return,  with  his  whole  force,  to  aid  in 
the  expedition  agaln&t  the  rebels  in 
Candahar. 

A  diplomatic  mission  from  theSeiks, 
consisting  of  fifteen  persons,  arrived 
at  Attock,  at  the  latter  end  of  Febru- 
ary, charged  with  some  communica- 
tion to  the  court  of  Cabul.  Four  of 
the  number  had  actually  reached 
Peshour. 

The  city  of  Peshour  is  situated  in 
34^  5'  38  of  north  latitude.  About 
thd  middle  of  Marcb^  the  heat  began 
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to  be  unp]ea8ant>  and  io  the  course  of 
a  month  more  all  accounts  gave  rea- 
son to  expect  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely oppressive. 
'  April  ip.^Abaibarousand  unpro- 
voked murder  was  lately  committed  at 
Sealdah,  in  thQ  district  of  the  24  Pur- 
gunnahs^  and  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  Calcutta,  by  a  Hindoo  Sootie, 
tiamed  Jogomohun,  and  who,  some 
time*  ago,  had  become  a  convert  to 
Christianity ;  on  which  occasion  he  was 
baptized  by  the  name  of  John  Gomes. 
The  person  murdered  was  his  wife. 

A  Malayan  woman,  named  Tomasa^ 
married  one  serjeant  Forbes,  a  Scotch- 
man, with  whom  she  lived  happily  till 
his  decease.  On  the  dealb  of  Forbes, 
the  widow  found  herself  possessed  of 
considerable  property.  Jogomohun 
was  at  that  time  in  her  service,  and 
rendered  himself  so  acceptable  in  the 
sight  of  his  mistress,  that  the  only  ob- 
stacle to  their  conjugal  union  was  Jo- 
gomohun not  being  a  Christian.  Such, 
however,  was  the  love  and  affection  of 
this  Hindoo,  that  the  prejudices  of  his 
native  religion  gave  way  ;  he  became  a 
convert  to  Christianity,  and  received,  as 
the  first  fruits  of  his  new  faith,  the 
hand  of  his  mistress.  The  late  Hindoo 
Jogomohun,  now  became  the  Chris-  , 
tian  John  Gomes,  was  married  in  due 
form  and  solemnity  to  Mrs.  Tomasa 
Forbes. 

Mr.  Gomes,  finding  himself  thus 
invested  with  the  rights  and  authority 
of  a  Christian  husband,  and  secure  in 
the  possession  of  his  wife's  property, 
determined  to  dash  off  with  spirit.  He 
accordingly  caused  his  wife  to  draw,  at 
different  periods,  the  whole  of  her  mo- 
ney, amounting  to  l6or  18,(XX)  rupees, 
from  the  management  of  the  house  of 
agency,  in  which  it  had  been  placed. 
The  greater  part  of  this  money,  thus 
easily  acquired,  was  quickly  dissipated 
by  Mr,  Gomes;  with  a  part  of  it, 
however,  he  bought  some  land;  the 
pottahs  of  which  were  made  out  in 
his  own  name,  or  those  of  his  Hindoo 
relations. 

About  10  or  12  weeks  ago,  he  went 
on  what  he  called  a  trading  visit  to 
Dacca,  taking  with  him  all  th>  ready 
iDoney  that  r«OQaiatd>  an    excellent 


gold  watch,  and  whatever  portable  pro- 
perty they  possessed.  On  the  3d  curt, 
he  returned  from  Dacca,  bringrog  with 
him  a  few  pieces  of  muslin.  Imme- 
diately on.  his  return,  he  either  re- 
ceived, or  pretended  to  have  received, 
some  information  impeaching  the  fide- 
lity of  his  wife,  during  his  absence. 
He  taxed  her  with  the  charge,  and 
without  waiting  her  answer,  beat  the 
unfonunate  woman  with  great  seve- 
rity, and  drove  her  across  the  road,  to 
a  house  which  belonged  to  them,  and 
in  which  she  was  at  last  murdered. 
The  assault  just  mentioned  was  made 
about  10  o'clock  in  the  morning.  At 
about  half-past  three,  on  the  same  day, 
he  recommenced  his  attack,  and  beat 
her  more  violently  than  in  the  morn- 
ing: using  tor  this  purpose  a  heavy 
sugar-cane,  and  the  branch  of  a  cocoa- 
nut  tree.  The  helpless  woman  scream- 
ed aloud ;  but  no  relief  was  near,  and 
she  at  length  sunk  senseless  on  the 
ground.  The  husband  believing  that 
her  insensibility  was  only  feigned,  or 
that  she  would  soon  recover,  retired  to 
take  his  afierncon  nap.  A  servant  of 
the  house  Was  the  first  who  discovered 
the  dead  body  of  his  mistress  Jying  on 
the  ground.  On  acquainting  his  mas- 
ter, it  was  determined  to  keej)  the  mur- 
der secret,  and  to  give  out  that  his 
wife  died  a  natural  death.  To  that 
end  it  was  reported  throughout  the 
neighbourliood,  in  the  course  of  the 
evening,  that  Mrs.  Gomes  had  been 
taken  suddenly  and  alarmingly  ill  with 
a  pain  in  her  stomach,  and  was  not  ex- 
pected to  live  for  five  minutes. 

The  murder  would  probably,  in  this 
way,  have  been  concealed,  had  not  the 
servant  of  a  gentleman,  who  liVes  in 
I  he  vicinity,  informed  his  master,  on 
the  following  morning,  of  the  sudden 
death  of  their  neighbour.  The  gen- 
tleman recolleciiag  to  have  seen  the 
wouian  in  her  usual  health,  the  even- 
ing preceding  her  death,  and  having 
frequently  heard  her  complain  of  the 
cruelty  of  her  husband,  was  led  to  sus- 
peci  that  he  had  bet^n  accessary  to  her 
death;  and  on  those  suspicions  he 
gave  notice  to  the  adjacent  Tiui 3 nn,  and 
had  the  husband  tijken  into  custody. 

On  the  D^H^^ihgQPgiViiori^/  Ac/, 
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or  inquesf,  was  held,  at  which  the  gen- 
tleman, just  mentioned,  attended,  and 
heard  most  of  the  circumstances  above 
related  confirmed  by  the  depositions 
of  four  or  five  witnesses.  Further 
proof  was  obtained  on  examination  of 
the  body  of  the  deceased,  which  exhi- 
bited, in  various  parts,  the  marks  of 
such  violence  as  left  no  doubt  as  to  the 
cause  of  her  death.  Besides  the  marks 
of  many  severe  blows,  the  whole  of 
the  trunk  was  bruised  and  discoloured. 
The  depositions  of  the  witnesses  were 
afterwards  taken  before  the  magistrates 
of  the  24  Purgunnahs,  and  the  priso- 
ner stands  committed  to  take  his  trial 
before  the  court  of  circuit,  for  the 
division  of  Calcutta. 

April  25. — At  length,  after  much 
longer  delay  than  had  been  foreseen, 
arising  from  various  unimportant  ob- 
jections, on  the  part  of  Runjeit  Sing, 
all  the  conditions  prescribed  to  that 
chieftain  have  been  punctually  fulfilled. 
The  stipulated  ground  and  the  forts  have 
been  formally  delivered  up  to  the  Bri- 
tish troops,  and  which,  with  some  ad- 
ditional works  that  are  to  be  construct- 
ed, will  be  held  as  British  posts  in  Sir- 
hind,  a  measure  which,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  extends  security  and  pro- 
tection to  the  people  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Sutledge,  must  have  a  powerful 
effect  in  maintaining  tranquillity  on 
that  frontier. 

The  arrangments  with  Runjeit  Sing 
having  been  thus  satisfactory  fulfilled. 
General  St.  Leger's  army  broke 
ground  from  Laudehannah,  on  the  4tli 
current,  and  made  one  march  j  but 
halted  on  the  5lh. — In  the  course  of  a 
day  or  two  the  corps  were  expected 
to  continue  their  march  for  the  diffe- 
rent frontier  stations. 

Apbil  26. —  Robert  Bruce  Keith 
Stewart  underwent  an  examination 
before  the  magistrates  of  Calcutta. 
This  unfortunate  person  was  an  officer 
in  the  navy,  and  for  some  time  acted 
as  commander  of  one  of  his  majesty's 
sloops  of  war,  in  which  situation  he 
acquitted  himself  with  honor. — Some 
time  afterwards  lie  became  enamoured 
of  a  Miss  Wilkinson,  a  young  heiress 
of  respectable  connections :  tl»eir  pas- 
ifk>a  was  mutual,  butlhe  friends  of  the 


young  lady  opposed  their  intended 
union.  The  lovers  therefore  eloped, 
and  were  married  at  Gretna  Green. 
Sir  —  Seal,  a  friend  of  the  young 4ady, 
having  broken  into  their  apartments, 
and  the  husband  apprehensive  that  his 
bride  would  be  carried  off,  fired  a  pis- 
tol at  the  baronet,  which  wounded  him 
in  the  arm.  This  offence  having  been 
made  capital  by  an  act,  commonly 
called  Lord  £llenborough*s  act,  the 
party  was  indicted  for  the  offence,  on 
that  act,  convicted,  and  finally  trans* 
ported  to  New  South  Wales.  During 
his  confinement  for  several  mouths  in 
England,  after  being  sentenced  to 
transportation,  he  Was  never  deserted 
for  a  moment  by  his  wife,  whose  affec- 
tion for  her  husband  seemed  to  in- 
crease with  the  misery  of  his  lot.  She 
never  quitted  his  cell  till  she  was  car- 
ried out  Tor  interment,  having  breathed 
her  last  in  child-bed. 

Af^er  the  examination  of  the  priso^ 
ner  by  the  magistrates,  he  was  re- 
manded to  tlie  guard-house,  to  await 
the  further  orders  of  government.  The 
unfortunate  case  of  this  individual  ex- 
cited a  general  feeling  in  his  fevour. 

ApuiL  29. — On  Friday  last,  Sun- 
keree,  the  Hindoo  lady  who  elojied 
some  weeks  ago  from  her  husband, 
most  unexpectedly  made  her  appear- 
ance at  the  Police  office,  and  endea^ 
voured  to  turn  the  tables  against  her 
hnsbaud :  she  laid  a  petition  before  the 
magistrates,  complaining  of  his  cru- 
elty and  inconstancy.  She  alleged, 
that  her  elopement  was  occasioned  by 
a  dread  of  the  severity  of  her  husband's 
treatment ;  and  denied,  in  a  tone  and 
manner  that  bespeak  her  htgh  indig- 
nation, every  charge  of  infidelity  or 
incorrectness,  which  the  malevolence  of 
her  husband  had  brought  forward 
against  her.  In  the  mean  time,  she 
has  been  committed,  until  some  fur- 
ther inquiries  are  made  into  the  ^ase. 

Apkil  30.— About  a  fortnight  ago, 
a  party  of  gentlemen  went  out  fr«m 
Kishenagur  to  hunt  the  wild  boar; 
but  not  meeting  with  any  sport,  on© 
of  the  number,  (Mr.  Kelso,)  quitted 
his  companions,  and  set  out  on  his  re- 
turn home.  He  had  proceeded  but  a 
short  distance,  wlien  a  boar  was  started. 
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and  fibding  himself  attacked  by  the 
hunters,  tcx>k  his  course  across  the  very 
road  by  which  Mr.  Kelso  was  return- 
ing. Mr.  Kelso  immediately  gal- 
lopped  up  t6  the  boar,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  spearing  him ;  but,  just  as  he 
came  within  reach,  his  horse  tripped 
and  unfortunately  fell.  The  shaft  of 
his  spear,  at  the  same  time,  took  the 
ground,  while  the  point  entered  his 
side  t)etween  the  ribs  and  the  haunch 
bone,  and,  by  the  violence  of  the  fall, 
was  driven  completely  through  his 
body, — the  entire  blade  and  part  of  the 
shaft  issuing  from  the  loin  of  the  same 
side.  At  the  same  critical  instant,  he 
was  charged  by  the  boar,  who  ripped 
up  the  flesh  of  one  of  his  arms  (which 
he  instinctively  stretched  out,  with  a 
view  to  ward  him  off)  from  the  finger 
to  the  elbow,  and  would  unquestion- 
ably have  put  him  to  death,  had  not 
his  attention  been  diverted  by  another 
of  the  gentlemen,  who  providentially 
came  up  at  the  moment,  and  threw  his 
ipear  a  little  way  short  of  the  spot, 
where  Mr.  Kelso  lay.  To  add  to  the 
horrid  circumstances  of  this  accident, 
ic  was  found  impracticable  to  extract 
the  weapon  in  any  other  way  than  by 
drawing  its  whole  length  through  the 
wound.  This  was  accordingly  done, 
and  Mr.  Kelso  was  conveyed  to  Kibhe- 
nagur.  Notwithstanding  the  formida- 
ble appearance  and  danget-ous  course 
of  the  wound,  it  fortunately  had  not 
passed  through  any  vital  part,  and  the 
great  flow  of  blood  effectually  contri- 
buted to  prevent  inflammation,  with- 
out proceeding  to  Huch  a  height  as  to 
be  itself  a  source  of  danger.  Contrary 
to  the  apprehensions  at  first  enter- 
tained, Mr.  Kelso  is  considered  to  be 
in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

Bkxgaj. 
Occurrences  for  May^ 

May  3d. — Some  evenings  ago,  the 
rev.  Dr.  Ward  and  his  fmiiiy,  on  their 
p«»ssage  down  the  river  from  Cawn- 
pore,  when  opposite  Ney serai,  were 
overtakeii  by  a  severe  squall  from  the 
fcorth  west,  by  which  the  boat  was 
overset,  and  himself  and  Mrs.  Ward 


escaped  with  the  utmost  difficulty. 
The  approach  of  the  squall  was  ob- 
served, but  it  set  in  80  suddenly,  that 
before  the  raanjee  could  gain  the  shelter 
of  the  opposite  bank,  the  boat  was 
overset.  Dr.  Ward  was  thrown  over- 
board, but  by  swimming  he  was  for- 
tunately enabled  to  reach  the  rudder, 
by  which  he  held  fast,  till  boats  carae 
off  to  their  assistance,  and  carried  the 
party  on  shore.  Mrs.  Ward,  it  is 
understood,  was  much  bruised  by  the 
rolling  of  the  trunks  and  baggage  in 
the  cabin. 

Having  reached  the  shore,  they  ex- 
perienced the  most  kind  and  ho^itable 
reception  from  the  natives  of  the  vU- 
lage  of  Neyserai. 

May  4th.— -It  is  proper  to  state,  that 
the  ground  and  forts*  surrendered  by 
the  rajah  of  Lahore,  were  never  intend- 
ed to  be  occupied  by  the  British  troops. 
I'hey  had  been  usurped  by  their  late 
possessor,  and  are  now  re-possessed  by 
their  rightful  owners,  without  having 
been  retained  for  a  moment  by  our 
troops.  The  station,  now  occupied  by 
the  British  detachment,  under  colonel 
Ocbterlony,  was  not  in  the  occupation 
of  the  rajah  of  Lahore. 

General  St.  Leger's  army  \>xo\t 
ground  on  the  4th  ultimo.  They 
halted  on  the  5th,  and  have  since  con- 
tinued their  march  towards  their  re- 
spective cantonments. 

His  Majesty's  24th  dragoons,  and 
17th  regiment  of  infantry,  march  to- 
wards  Muttra  and  Secundra. 

His  majesty *s  8th  light  dragoons, 
weroprdered  from  Koondoh  Ghaut,  on 
the  1st  ult.  to  Saharunporc,  where  they 
halted  two  days,  and  received  orders  to 
march  to  Cawnpore.  On  the  15th 
they  reached  Meerut ;  where  the  ofli- 
cers  of  the  regiment  were  entertained 
at  head-quarters. 

The  following  is  a  view  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  corps  lately  in  the  field. 

H   M.  8ih  dragoons,    -       Cavrnporc, 
H.  iM .  24th  ditto,     -      -    S€6indra, 
Horte  artillery,       -      -    Nomulah, 
Fifth  cavalry,        -       -      Saharimpore, 
Sixth  ditto,      -      -      •       Meerut, 
Eighth  ditto,     -     -    -        Mmtra, 
H.M.  17th  infantry,     -     Ditto. 
The  2d  light  battalion,  and  the  Sd 
dittOj  commandttd  by  lieutenant-colo- 
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Ael  H^dyman,  were  to  be  disbanded, 
and  the  companies  to  inarch  to  the 
stations  of  iheir  respective  corps^  on 
their  arrival  at  Delhi^  about  the  25th 
ultimo. 

May  5. — On  Sunday  last,  about  half 
past  1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  a  Bud-^ 
gerow  set  out  from  the  shore,  opposite 
the  Mint,  intending  to  cross  the  liver, 
bat  the  boat  had  got  only  a  few  yards 
irom  the  shore,  when  she  ran  against 
one  of  the  mooring  buoys,  and  instantly 
overset.  The  bore  was  still  running, 
and  being  aided  by  a  strong  southerly 
wind,  the  boat  quickly  drifted  up  the 
river,  with  the  bottom  uppermost,  till 
fthe  camet^potite  the  prem  ises  of  Messrs. 
Harvey,  Weatherall,  and  Co.  where 
she  brought  up,  across  the  stern  mocr- 
iags  of  the  ship.  Providence,  captain 
Hogii  Reed.  It  fortunately  happened, 
that  captain  Reed  was,  at  that  moment, 
standing  on  the  shore,  a  spectator  of 
the  passing  event.  He  stepped  into 
a  dingy,  and  hurried  off  to  give  what 
assistance  he  could.  Reaching  the  stern 
of  his  ship,  he  was  suprized  to  find  a 
man  float  up  to  thesurface,  from  beneath 
the  boat — the  chief  and  second  officers, 
gunners,  and  some  ot^cT^  from  the  ship, 
had,  by  this  time,  got  down  by  the  stern, 
and  laid  hold  of  the  man,  who  had  just 
floated  up.  As  soon  as  he  bad  recovered 
his  breath,  and  could  speak,  he  gave 
notice  that  two  ladies,  and  three  or  four 
•crvants  were  still  below,  in  the  Budje- 
xow  5  upon  which  captain  Reed  and  his 
officers  instantly  broke  in  the  Venetians 
of  the  boat,  and  the  gunner  thrust  him- 
lelf  through  the  window,  as  far  a^  he 
could  reach, when  one  of  the  servants  got 
bold  of  bis  legs  and  was  drawn  out.  The 
gunner  made  a  second  attempt,  in  the 
aame  manner,  but  could  discover  no- 
thing in  the  cabin,  though  his  feet  took  a 
considerable  range  under  water.  'He 
then,  at  the  hazard  of  hislife,  dived,  and 
entered  through  a  window  in  to  the  cabin, 
-where  he  soon  found  one  of  the  ladies, 
And  brought  hier  out.  He  again  went 
down,  aii^  entered  in  the  same  manner ; 
mD4  aiVer  remaining  such  a  length  of 
time,  that  the  bye-standers  began  to 
despair  of  his  return,  he  appeared 
^th  the  second-lady,  and  brought  her 
■ifelj  to  the  auriace.    The  delay  in  bU 


return,  arose  from  the  lady  having  clung 
so  firmly  to  one  of  the  staunchions,  in  * 
the  cabin,  that  it  requi  ed  liis  titmost 
exertion,  and  some  time,  to  eflfect  her 
disengagement.  The  whole  of  the  ser* 
vanfs  lad  been  got  out  in  the  interval. 
Two  gentlemen,  who  were  on  board 
the  Budjerow,  at  the  lime  she  overset, 
had  contrived  to  find  their  way  out  of 
the  boat,  and  were  picked  up,  withont 
having  sustained  any  material  injury  ^ 
and  the  Manjee  and  Dandies  had  made 
their  way  to  the  shore.  Nothing,  per- 
haps, but  the  circumstance  of  the  boat 
having  thwarted  against  the  moorings 
of  the  Providence,  with  the  prompt  and 
decisive  exertions  by  the  officers  of  that 
ship,  in  their  favour,  could  have  rescued 
eitl)er  the  ladies,  or  the  servants,  from 
death  j  captain  Reed,  and  his  officers, 
deserve  every  praise,  for  their  zeal  and 
alacrity ;  and  they  must  feel  a  lively 
satisfaction,  in  having  been  thus  made, 
in  the  hands  of  Divine  Providence,  the 
immediate  instruments  of  preserving 
several  of  their  fellow- creatures  from  an 
untimely  death.  Mr.  Peter  Johnson,  the 
gunner,  who  volunteered  his  services, 
at  such  imminent  hazard  of  his  life,  is 
entitled  to  particular  acknowledgment. 

May  8ih. — The  vice-admiralty  court, 
after  a  few  motions,  relative  to  cases 
then  pending,  proceeded  to  the  cause* 
of  '•  the  King  against  the  ship,  Thetis, 

The  pleadings  being  closed.  Sir 
Henry  Rassell  proceeded  to  deliver 
judgment,  in  terms  nearly  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : 

This  is  a  suit,  instituted  by  the  com- 
mander of  a  king's  ship,  to  obtain 
condemnation  of  a  ship,  formerly  Bri- 
tish property,  which  had  been  taken  by 
a  French  cruiser,  and  carried  into  the 
Mauritius — there  sold,  under  a  sen- 
tence of  condemnation,  to  a  X)anish 
subject  5  afterwards  carried,  under  Da- 
nish colours,  to  Tranquebar — and 
finally  transferred  there,  on  the  day  of 
her  arrival,  to  a  British  subject,  the 
existence  of  hostilities,  between  Batain 
and  Denmark,  being  then  kuown  in 
India,  lliat  the  ship  in  question  was 
regularly  condemned  at  the  Mauritius, 
there  is  sufficiently  clear  evidence.  An 
attempt,  however,  has  been  made,  by 
the  couQsel  for  the  cmginal  British  an* 
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derwriters  of  the  ship,  to  draw  a  dis- 
tinction between  her  subsequent  trans- 
fer to  a  Dane,  and  the  common  cases 
of  transference  to  a  neutral,  as  affect- 
ing the  right  of  postliminium.  In  the 
circumstances,  of  the  transaction  at  the 
Isle  of  France,  there  are,  indeed,  very 
strong  grounds  of  suspicion.  But  the 
consequences  to  whicli  they  point,  are 
of  so  very  serious  a  nature,  that  I 
should  not  think  myself  warranted,  up- 
on those  grounds  merely,  in  adopting 
the  inference,  which  they  suggest. 
But  I  conceive  myself  fully  warranted 
in  expressing  the  doubts,  which  they 
have  raised  in  my  mind,  and  in  warn- 
ing captain  Richardson  to  abstain  from 
practices,  which  might  lead  to  an  issue, 
much  more  serious  than  any  loss  of 
property  — from  practices,  whicb^  if 
proved  against  a  man,  who  swears  him- 
self to  be  a  British  subject,  would  con- 
stitute the  crime  of  a  traitor.  The 
question,  started  by  the  counsel  for  the 
underwriters,  is,  I  believe,  new  in  a 
court  of  law  j  it  is  not,  however,  new 
to  my  mind  5  for  it  presented  itself 
very  early  in  the  course  of  my  enqui- 
ries into  these  subjects.  From  what  I 
have  heard,  1  see  no  reason  to  alter  the 
opinion  which  I  originally  formed.  I 
think  the  sale  of  a  prize-ship  by  one 
enemy  to  another,  is  a  transfer  equally 
complete  towards  divesting  the  title  of 
the  British  owner,  as  a  sale  to  a  neutral, 
because,  the  word  •'  jetaking,"  accord- 
ing to  every  interpretation,  refers  ex- 
clusively to  the  same  enemy.  It  is"^ 
unnecessary  that  I  should  enter  atlength 
into  the  arguments  suggested  on  behalf 
of  the  claimants :  for  my  opinion  is 
confined  expressly  to  this — that  a  re- 
capture can  only  be  made  from  the 
enemy  who  captures.  The  law,  in 
regaid  to  the  restitution  of  captured 
property,  had  been  gradually  amended 
in  favor  of  the  British  owner.  Origi- 
nally, the  claim  could  not  be  set  up,  if 
the  ship  had  been  twenty-four  hours 
in  possession  of  the  enemy.  Then  the 
arrival  of  the  prize  in  port  was  made 
the  boundary  of  the  right  of  postli- 
minium:  and  lastly,  her  condem- 
nation and  sale.  But  it  never  before 
was  pretended,  that  after  condemnation 
aud  sale,  a  re- capture  could  be  made^ 


and  restitution  demanded.  I  am  of 
opinion,  therefore,  that  the  Thetia  it 
Danish  property,  and  a  good  priz^. 
With  respect  to  the  claim  of  captain 
Richardson  again,  I  not  only  disallow, 
but  reprobate  it.  It  is  clear  that  such 
purchase,  by  a  man  swearing  him- 
self a  British  subject,  was  illegal  and 
fraudulent.  Am  I,  then,  to  be  called 
upon  to  relieve  a  man  from  the  charges, 
which  he  has  incurred,  in  coosequenoe 
of  such  a  transaction  ?  But,  it  is  said 
that  the  captain  of  the  ship  was  igno- 
rant of  all  this,  and  that  bis  claim, 
therefore,  is  equally  good  as  if  the  ves- 
sel  had  been  legally  purchased.  Even 
supposing  that  I  could  believe  this 
(which,  considering  that  the  captain 
of  the  ship  is  the  brother  and  confiden- 
tial agent  of  the  owner,  would  not  be 
very  easy),  I  could  not  give  him  mo- 
ney to  pay  the  crew  of  a  Danish  ship. 
The  sale  to  Richardson,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  it  was  made,  was 
not  only  a  nullity,  but  a  fraud.  I  dis- 
miss, therefore,  both  claims,  and  ad- 
judge the  Thetb  to  the  captors. 

On  an  application  from  the  bar, 
the  honorable  the  commissary  further 
adjudged  costs  to  the  captors  agamst 
captain  Richardson,  but  refused  to 
allow  them  against  the  other  clai- 
mants. 

May  9. — It  is  somewhat  remariu- 
bie  that  two  of  the  most  distinguished  ' 
native  princes  of  Hindoostan,  namely 
Runjeit  Sing  and  Holkar,  have  each 
lost  an  eye.  Some  other  coiocidences, 
also,  distinguish  these  chieftains.  Both 
arefhther  under  the  middle  age  of  life, 
of  bold,  enterprizing  spirit,  and  possess- 
ing great  personal  bravery.  Holkar  met 
with  the  accident,  which  deprived  him 
of  his  eye,  in  early  life.  Runjeit  Slog, 
lost  bis  eye  by  the  small  ^x ;  a  disease 
which  has  been  remarked  to  be  attend- 
ed with  great  fatality  in  the  Punjab . 

One  advantage,  which  probably  had 
not  been  foreseen,  has  arisen  from  the 
late  march  of  the  British  army  to  tht 
banks  of  the  Sutledge,  namely,  the  in- 
troduction of  the  practice  of  vaccina- 
tion to  the  Punjab.  The  Singhs,  tht 
Sikhs,  and  the  different  people  of  that 
country,  whose  religious  prejudices  are 
isx  less  inveterate,  than  in  other  parts 
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of  Hindoostan,  received  the  vaccine 
most  gladly,  gave  every  facility  to  its 
propagation,  and  have  taken  stich  pre- 
,  cautions,  as  are  likely  to  ensure  the 
continuance,  and  extension,of  this  mild 
disease.  From  its  favourable  recepiion 
in  the  Punjab,  we  may  soon  expect  to 
bear  of  its  being  introduced  to  Cash- 
mere, and  the  adjoining  countries. 

May  12th. — ^The  latest  accounts 
from  the  Cabal  embassy  came  down 
toth^22d  of  March.  At  that  date, 
the  event  of  the  war,  in  Cashmere,  was 
still  in  suspense,  and,  consequently,the 
movements  of  the  court  remained  also 
uncertain.  The  news,  of  the  success  of 
the  rebels  in  Candahar,  had  been  con- 
firmed. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Hindoostan  news- 
papers, that  the  royal  army  had  arrived 
in  Cashmere,  and  had  taken  up  a  posi- 
tion near  to  one  of  the  principal  forts 
occupied  by  the  rebels.  Both  armies, 
it  is  added,  were  ready  to  engage  -,  but 
Soojah-ul-Moolk  had  made  some  con- 
ciliatory proposals  toMohammed  Khan, 
the  refractory  Soobahdar,  and  had  di- 
rected the  vizier  to  refrain,  in  the  mean 
time  from  hostilities.  Mohammed's  an- 
swer, at  the  date  of  these  accounts,  had 
not  been  received.  It  is  said,  from  the 
same  source,  that  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  invaded  countryof  Candahar, 
bad  deserted  their  fieldsjon  the  approach 
of  the  insurgents,  and  had  sought  the 
protection  of  Ekhwan  Khan,  a  chief- 
tain attached  to  the  interests  of  the 
reigning  family.  The  king  of  Persia, 
it  is  added,had  declined  to  interfere,  ibr 
the  present,  in  the  convulsions  of  Ca- 
bul. 

May  15th. — By  late  letters,  from  the 
West  of  India,  it  is  said  that  his  high- 
ness, the  Peishwa,  was  at  Gopurgaum, 
early  in  the  present  month,  and -pro- 
posed to  proceed  from  thence,  in  the 
coarse  of  the  ensuing  week,  on  a  visit 
to  the  celebrated  caves  of  Ellora,  in 
the  Nizam's  dominions  j  after  which 
he  would  return  to  his  capital.  He 
was  attetlded  by  colonel  Close,  and 
One  or  two  of  the  other  gentlemen  at- 
tached to  the  residency.  Gdpergaum 
is  situated  at  the  distance  of  about 
1 10  miles  from  Poonah,  and,  being 
the  Dlace  of  his  hisrhncss's   nativity. 


is  regarded  by  him  with  peculiar  par- 
tiality. Every  thing  was  tranquil  in 
that  quarter  of  India. 

May  23. — Accounts  from  Cabul 
come  down  to  so  late  a  date  as  the  I  st 
of  April,  at  which  period  the  British 
embassy  still  remained  with  the  court, 
at  Peshour  5  and  all  the  gentlemen 
attached  to  it  were  in  the  best  health. 

The  operations  of  the  royal  army, 
which  marched  some  time  ago  against 
the  rebels  in  Cashmere,  had  been  ge- 
nerally successful  3  and  it  was  supposed 
that  the  war,  in  that  counti-jr,  would' 
speedily  be  brought  to  a  conclusion. 
The  Hindoostan  newspapers  state,  that 
the  vizier  had  defeated  Mohammed 
Khan*s  party,  and  possessed  himself  of 
the  fortress  of  Baramoollah,  situated 
in  the  pass,  through  the  mountains,  on 
the  great  road  leading  from  Cabul  to 
Cashmere.  Letters  from  Peshour,  of 
the  27th  of  March,  add,  that  the 
vizier  had  approached  withiil  one 
march  of  the  enemy's  capital.  Terms 
of  accommodation  had  been  offered  j 
and  little  doubt  was  entertained  of  ulti- 
mate success.  The  whole  Afghati 
army,  sent  against' Cashmere,  is  esii- 
mated  at  about  12,000  men. 

Some  hints  thrown  out  in  the  Ach- 
bars,  lately  received  from  the  Itppcr 
Provinces,  would  induce  a  belief,  }!rit 
4  secret  correspondence  was  snspecttd 
between  the  commander  of  the  king*s 
troops,  and  the  rebellious  soobahdar, 
and  that,  in  consequence,  the  former 
officer  was  about  to  be  removed.  Di- 
rect advices,  however,  give  no  toun- 
tenance  whatever  to  any  such  sugges- 
tion. 

The  rebels  in  Candahar  had  made 
little  further  progress,  since  the  date  of 
former  accounts.  It  was  supposed 
that,  as  soon  as  the  Cashmerian  army 
should  return,  the  king  would  proceed 
with  them  in  person  to  his  western 
dominions ;  when  the  embassy  would, 
in  all  likelihood,  have  an  opportunity 
of  visiting  Cabul.  If  nothing  unto- 
ward occurred,  it  was  hoped  that  their 
departure  would  riot  be  delayed  be- 
yond the  beginning  of  May.  On  this 
head,  however,  every  thing  was  un- 
certain. Digitized  by 

The  governor  of  Jdaulabad,  a  plac« 
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of  strength  and  ithportance>  command- 
ing the  road  from  Peshour  to  Cabiil, 
had,  according  to  these  advices,  be- 
trayed marks  of  disaffection  ;  and  it 
was  even  apprehended  that  he  might 
impede  the  progresi  of  liie  court  to- 
wards that  capital. 

The  late  letters,  from  the  embassy, 
.xomplain  grievonsly  of  the  extreme 
dulncss  and  uniformity  of  their  life  at 
Peshour,  and  of  the  increasing  heat  of 
the  weathc-r.  On  the  Cohaut  hills, 
and  the  mointains  to  the  south  and 
wiBst,  tiie  snow  had  entirely  disappear- 
ed ;  but  the  distant  ridges  to  the  north 
still  wore  their  white  livery,  as  in  the 
midst  of  winter.  "  In  the  valliej/* 
says  a  letter  of  the  ]  7th  of  March, 
*'  the  country  is  assuming  a  more 
pleasing  aspect :  the  mulberry-trees, 
planes,  and  willows,  are  getting  their 
summer  coats  ^  every  village  is  an 
arbour  $  the  corn,  which  had  been  cut 
down,  is  springing  up  anew,  and  much 
of  the  bar!  y  is  in  ear. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  Mr.  Elphin- 
stone,  and  the  gentlemen  of  his  suite, 
were  entertained  by  Mollah  Jafur,  (the 
first  mehmaun  iar,  who  received  them 
on  the  road  to  Peshour)  at  a  break- 
fast and  tiffin)  in  the  garden  of  Zimobr 
Shah. 

May  30. — ^The  Cabul  embassy  is 
now  understood  to  be  on  its  return 
from  Peshour  to  the  British  territories, 
after  the  complete  attainment  of  all 
the  objects  of  its  mission.  Conside- 
rable apprehensions,  however,  are  en- 
tertained concerning  the  fate  of  the 
present  Afghan  monarch,  Suja-ul« 
Mulk,  whose  competitor,  Mahniud, 
was,  by  the  last  accounts,  advancing 
from  Candahar,  of  which  he  had 
gained  possession,  against  the  capital, 
Cabul,  with  a  force  which  is  under- 
stood to  be  vastly  superior  to  any  that 
the  present  monarch  can  nsttster  to 
oppose  it,  even  if  joined  by  the  army 
of  Cgshmere,  which  is  also  suspected 
to  be  in  a  state  of  disaffection. 

It  may  be  proj^er  here  to  remark^  for 
the  information  of  a  part  of  our  read- 
ers, that  Mahmud,  the  competitor  of 
the  present  monarch,  is  the  son  of 
TimurShah,  and  half-brother  to  the 
prosflot  mooarcbj  Suja-ul-liffulk,  Their 


father,  Tim'ur  Shah,  died  after  a  reiga 
of  nineteen  years,  leaving  nineteen 
sons.  To  the  eldest,  Humaioon,  bo 
gave  the  sovereignty  of  Herat  and 
Candahar;  to  his  favorite,  Zemaqa 
Shah,  half-brother  of  Humaioon,  ha 
gave  the  sovereignty  of  Cabal,  and 
the  rest  of  his  Afghan  possessions,  as 
well  as  Cashmere  and  Multan.  Now 
the  rebel  Mahmud  is  the  full  brother 
of  Humaioon,  king  of  Herat,  who 
was  dethroned  by  his  brother,  Zematu 
Shah,  and  deprived  of  his  sight.  On 
the  overthrow  of  Humaioon,  Mahmud 
assumed  the  government  of  Herat, 
and  after  defeating  Zemaun  Shah,  took 
him  prisoner,  and  blinded  him  in  bis 
turn.  The  present  monarch,  Suja-ul- 
Mulk,  the  foil  brother  of  Zemaun 
Shah,  and  half-brother  of  Mahmud 
and  Humaioon,  not  only  recovered 
Cabul  from  Mahmud, but  also  expelled 
him  from  his  own  kingdom  of  Herat 
and  Candahar.  Of  this  latter  be  bai 
again  contrived  to  regain  possession, 
and  is  hastening  to  Cabul,  to  contest 
with  his  opponent  the  sovereignty  of 
all  the  Afghan  dominions. 

Zemaun  Shah,  whose  name  was  to 
celebrated,  both  in  HiiKloostan  and  in 
Europe,  about  nine  or  ten  years  ago, 
and  whose  forces  the  British  army, 
then  under  sir  James  Craig, .  endea* 
voured  to  bring  to  battle,  is  now  living 
at  Peshour,  in  close  confinement,  and 
deprived  of*  his  eyes,  through  the 
cruelty  of  his  half-brother,  by  whom 
he  was  deposed  some  years  ago,  as 
above  stated. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Elphinston* 
returns,  from  Cabul  to  Calcutta, 
previously  to  his  proceeding  to  Nag- 
pore. 

May  31.  —  The  news  of  the 
defeat  of  the  royal  army  in  Cash- 
mere, by  the  forces  of  the  rebellious 
soobahdar,  Attah  Mohammed  Khan, 
was  brought  to  Jay  pore,  by  a  messenger 
from  the  court,  early  in  the  present 
month.  They  bad  been  discomfited, 
it  is  said,  in  several  successive  actions; 
and,  in  the  end,  had  been  completely 
routed,  and  driven  behind  the  bounda* 
ries  of  the  province.  They  were  pursued 
by  Mohammed  Azeem,  the  com- 
mander of  thft  aoobabdar'^  9xmy,  t§ 
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withiD  font  miles  of  MozniFerabad,  a 
city  on  the  road  to  Artock,  situated 
nearly  half  way  between  Cashmere  and 
the  Indus.  There^  it  is  said,  the  scatter- 
ed remains  of  the  padshah*s  forces  had, 
at  length,  taken  refuge,  and  their  pur«> 
mers,  arrested  in  their  progress^  had 
fallfn  back  again  toward^  their  Own 
frontier.  In  the  conrse  of  these  engage- 
ments, Mohammed  Houssein  Khan, 
€Nie  of  the  principal  Birdars  ofSuja-ul- 
Mulk,  bad  fallen;  and  two  others, 
Rahim  Khan  Dooranee  and  Molaun 
Akreem^  being  taken  aiiveon  the secat)d 
day,  had  been  immediately  put  to  death 
by  the  enemy. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  a  person  is  said 
to  have  arrived  at  Umrut-Sir  from 
Pehhour,  bearing  a  letter  to  a  merchant 
of  the  former  ciry,  which  stated,  that 
M:!hmud  Shah,  the  new  pretender  to 
the  throne,  had  arrived  at  Cabul  from 
Candahar.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
tons  and  by  Futteh  Khan,  and  support- 
ed by  a  considerable  armed  force.  He 
had  already,  it  is  added,  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  Balahissor  at  Cabul,  a  cas- 
tle of  some  strength,  where  the  young- 
er princes  of  the  royal  blood  are  usually 
eonfined.  Goolistan  Khan,  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  reigning  sovereign  in 
that  quarter,  according  to  some  ac- 
coants,  had  fled  to  the  mountains ;  but, 
according  to  others  of  a  more  recent 
date,  had  taken  post  in  the  principal 
fort  adjoining  to  the  capital,  within 
which  the  royal  palace  is  situated,  and 
had  prepared  to  defend  it  against  the 
assault  of  the  b^siegin^  army. 

The  two  rebellious  chieftains  above- 
mentioned  (Mahmud  Shah  and  Attah 
Mohammed  Khan)  are  represented,  by 
late  letters  from  the  upper  provinces, 
as  having  entered  into  a  correspondence 
with  each  other,  and  formed  a  common 
plan  for  the  subversion  of  the  throne. 
In  the  event  of  Mahmud*s  success, 
his  coadjutor  was  to  retain,  by  stipula- 
tion, the  sovereignty  of  Cashmere. 

So  quick  a  series  of  disatrous  events 
had,  as  might  be  expected,  excited  no 
little  disquiet  and  dismay  at  the  court 
of  Peshoor.  Snjah-ul-Mulk  found  him- 
self left  there  almost  alone,  with  an 
exhausted  treasury,  and  a  force  too  in- 
«QDiiitoable  even  for  the  deftnce  of  his 


person,  and  totally  unequal  to  oppose 
the  formidable  agnies  of  his  rivals. 
On  the  first  receipt  of  the  news  from 
Cashmere,  he  appears  to  have  forpoed 
the  resolution  of  marching  thither  in 
person  immediately,  with  all  the  troops 
at  his  command  j — and  the  small  force, 
which  he  had  assembled  against  the 
rebels  in  the  west,  is  accordingly  said 
to  have  taken,  forthwith,  the  road  to 
Attock.  The  intelligence  from  Cabul, 
hov^ever,  is  supposed  to  haye  altered 
his  purpose,  or  at  least  to  have  produced 
some  degree  of  hesitation  and  delay. 
Meanwhile,  he  had  summoned  all  his 
sirdars  and  dependants  to  attend  him, 
with  what  forces  they  could  muster. 
Akreem  Khan,  the  prime  minister,  is 
said  to  have  set  out  for  Cabul. 

British  Envoy  at  Lahore, 
A  definitive  treaty  of  friendship  and 
alliance  has  been  concluded  with  Rajah 
Runjeit  Sing,  by  Mr.  Metcalf,  the  Bri- 
tish envoy,  at  Lahore,  under  an  engage-* 
ment  that,  within  two  months  from 
the  period  of  signature,  a  copy  ratified 
by  the  supreme  government  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  Seik  chieftain. 

The  ultimate  object  of  Mr.  Met- 
calfs  mission  being  thus  accom- 
plished, he  took  his  departure  from 
Umrut-Sir,  about  the  3d  current,  on 
his  return  to  Dehlee.  Two  days  pre- 
vious to  his  departure,  he  received  a 
visit  of  state  from  Runjeit  Sing,  which 
he  returned  on  the  following  day.  Ha 
passed  the  whole  of  the  2d  at  the 
palace,  and  took  leave  of  his  hightiess 
on  the  following  morning.  The  pre- 
sents interchanged,  on  these  occasions, 
consisted,  on  either  side,  of  an  ele- 
phant, a  horse,  a  quantity  of  pearls, 
some  pieces  of  raiment,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  inferior  value.  Khelaats  were, 
also,  distributed  among  the  attendants 
of  the  rajah,  and  of  the  British  envoy. 

Bengal 
Occurrences  for  June. 

To  N,  B,  Edmonstone,  Es4j,  ehief  le- 
creiary  to  government. 
Sib, —  It  is  with  the  most  acute 
and  painful  emotions  of  sonow  and 
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concern,  that  I  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of-  the  right  honourable 
the  governor-general  in  council,  of 
the  loss  of  the  H.  O.  ship,  Asia,  late 
under  my  command,  on  the  Gilling- 
ham  Sand.  ^ 

On  Thursday,  the  1st  instant,  about 
half  past  nine,  a.  m.  when  nearly 
abreast  of  Mud  Point,  standing  up  un- 
der the  topsails,  with  a  fine  moderate 
breeze  from  the  southward  ;  and  the 
pilot  schooner  a-head,  waving  (us  I  was 
informed)  fonr  fathoms,  ihe  ship  sud- 
denly shoaled  her  water  to  a  half  three, 
when  the  helm  was  immediately  put 
to  port,  and  tlie  yards  braced  up  With 
the  larboard  braces  ;  the  pilot  (Mr. 
Nash,)  conceiving  there  was  deeper 
water  to  the  enstward  ;  but  ^he  imme- 
diately shoaled  to  a  small  quarter  three, 
and,  before  the  head  yards  could  be 
backed,  took  the  ground.  The  star- 
board bower  anchor  was  instantly  let  go, 
and  in  a  short  time  she  swung  olF, 
and  rode  to  the  tide  ;  and  the  sails 
.were  all  clewed  up  and  handed. 

At  a  quarter  pa^t  eleven,  after  wait- 
ing (ill  there  was  four  fathoms  along 
side,  we  hove  short  ;  and  while  the 
cable  was  biting  with  the  intention  of 
-  kedding  in  to  the  eastward,  as  the 
pilot  informed  me,  the  ship  dr(»ve,  and 
almost  immediately  took  the  ground  a 
second  time  5  the  cable  was  veered 
away  as  fast  as  possible,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose, as  a  very  htrong  flood  tide  had  set 
the  ship  directly  on  the  sand  before 
tl)e  anchor  held.  The  topsails,  courses, 
jib**;  and  stay-'^ails  were  directly  set, 
for  the  purpose  of  shooting  her  (o  the 
eastward  j  and  as  so^n  as  they  were 
trinmied,  the  cable  was  cut;  but  she 
had  then  too  strong  hold  of  the  ground  ; 
and  the  tide,  which  before  was  setting 
strong  out  fron)  channel  creek,  now 
began  to  ebb,  without  the  sails  having 
had  any  etTect  in  altering  her  position  ; 
they  were,  therefore,  clewed  up  and 
handed,  the  top-gallant  yarcis  and  masts 
sent  down  on  deck  ;  and  the  pilot 
schooner  ordered  to  lay  an  anchor  out 
a-head.  A  boat,  with  an  officer,  was 
dispatched  to  Culpee  and  Diamond 
*  harbour,  for  the  purpose  of  sending 
down  an  anchor  boat,  and  empty  sloops 
^       and  bhurs,  to  receive  the  guns,  anct 


what  cargo  it  would  be  foand  n^ces* 
sary  ^o  discbarge,  in  order  to  lighten 
her  'j  and,  also,  for  what  men  that  could 
be  procured  from  the  ships  at  thoio 
places,  by  which  time  it  was  near  foor 
o'clock,  and  as  tbeship  was  laying,  appa- 
rently very  easy,  and  the  water  in  the 
well  had  not  increased  more  than  two 
inches  from  the  time  it  had  been 
founded  (at  in  the  morning  j)  the 

ship's  company  were  ordered  to  dinner^ 
as  they  had  not  .time  to  breakfast  before 
the  ship  was  got  under  weigh  in  the 
morning,  and  had  not  tasted"  any  thing 
from  the  day  betbre. 

About  half  past  four,  while  we  were 
all  at  dinner,  three  of  the  beams  in 
the  hold,  before  the  main-hatchway, 
gave  way ;  and  the  upper  deck  and 
gunwale  appeared  to  be  rising  on  the 
larboard  side.  The  booms  and  long- 
boat were  then  ordered  to  be  got  out ; 
the  water  to  be  started  -,  and  a  party, 
under  tlie  third  officer,  ordered  to 
attend  at  the  pumps.  At  half-past  five, 
the  water  in  the  well,  which  bad  been 
gradually  increasing  from  the  time  the 
beams  gave  way,  was  now  reported  to 
be  three  feet :  a  strong  party,  bow- 
ever,  at  the  pumps,  kopt  it  for  sontie 
time  from  gaining  on  us  5  but  the 
number  of  men,  which  were  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  and  for  sending 
the  booms  and  long-boat  over  the  side, 
fully  employed  every  individual  of  the 
ship  s  company,  and  the  few  laican, 
which  were  spared,  on  my  application, 
from  the  two  pilot  schooners,  (the 
Hooghly  having  returned  to  us  imme- 
diately after  Mr.  Humphreys  had  seen 
the  Wahhamstow  safe  at  Diamond  har- 
bour,) and  it  was  found  impracticable 
to  spare  any  men  to  take  on  board 
the  end  of  the  cable,  which  was  &st 
to  the  anchor  that  the  schooner  had 
laid  out  to  the  eastward,  before  the 
flood  had  made  too  strong  to  efiect 
it. 

About  ei^ht  o'clock  the  booms  were 
all  overboard,  and  it  was  then  found 
that  four  of  the  iron  knees  in  the 
main  hold  had  broke,  and  the  ship 
began  to  fill  very  fast  The  orlop  deck 
hatches  were  ordered  to  be  caulked 
down,  and  well  secui'ed  y  and  every 
ontt  sent  to  the'  pumps,  where  every 
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poMible  exertion  was  made,  by  every 
individual  of  the  ship's  company,  and 
the  greatest  order  and  cheerfulness 
prevailed  amongst  them  to  the  last. 
At  nine  o'clock  the  water  had  forced 
its  way  through  the  after  hatches, 
(which  had  been  caulked  down,)  and  in 
less  than  half  an  hour  afterwards,  it 
appeared  011  the  gun  deck.  The  peo- 
ple were  then  ordered  up  from  the 
pumps,  the  bdats  to  be  lowered,  and 
(the  flood  having  made  strong)  to  pre- 
pare to  cut  away  the  main  mast  ; 
'which  was  carried  into  execution  at  ten 
o*clock,  the  mizen  topmast  falling  with 
it.  The  main  top  mast  sticking  in  the 
sand,  the  heel  of  the  lower  mast  lay  over 
the  larboard  Gunwale^  and  the  rigging 
on  the  quarter-deck  and  poop.  At  eleven, 
the  wreck  of  the  mast  and  the  rigging 
were  cleared  of  the  decks  ;  by  which 
time  the  upper  deck  was  nearly  under 
water ;  when  we  assembled ;  almost 
every  person  on  the  poop,  some  few 
remaining  on  the  forecastle,)  with 
what  few  articles  of  clothes  that 
could  be  secured  -,  and  anxiously  wait- 
ed till  high  water: — the  sea  occa- 
sionally breaking  over  us,  and  so  high, 
that  thestarboard  boat, although  lM)isted 
up,  and  the  only  one  then  remaining 
of  any  service  to  us,  (the  long-boat 
and  large  cutter  having  been  stove 
alongside,)  was  frequently  endanger- 
ed. At  half  past  two,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2d,  as  soon  as  the  Vide 
broke,  the  John  Bebb,  pilot  schooner, 
(attending  the  ship)  sent  her  boat,  in 
which  the  sick,  the  most  helpless,  and 
as  miny  others  as  he  could  take,  were 
conveyed  to  that  vessel;  and,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Hooghly*s  bont» 
and  the  ships,  I  supjwse  every  person 
was  out  of  her  by  half  past  three  j 
when,  after  examining  eveiy  acces- 
sible part  of  the  ship,  the  officers  and 
myself  quitted  her  -,  and  I  had  the 
heartfelt  satisfaction  to  find,  when  I 
mustered  the  ship's  company,  iiij me- 
diately on  my  getting  on  board  this 
schooner,  that  every  one  was  saved 
from  die  ship. 

I  trust,  when  the  circumstances, 
attending  the  unfortunate  loss  of  this 
valuable  and  excellent  ship,  are  inves- 
tigated,   (which    1    naost  respectfully 


lay  as  possible)  it  will  appear,  that 
every  exertion  to  preserve  her,  and 
the  valuable  property  on  board,  which  ^ 
it  was  possible  for  men  to  use,  circum- 
stanced as  we  were,  was  made,  by 
every  officer  and  individual  belon<*ing 
to  and  on  board  h^r;  and  of  ilieir 
uniform,  steady,  sober,  and  orderly 
conduct  at  all  times,  and  on  this  trying, 
and  melancholy  occasion  in  particular, 
I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  appro* 
bation  and  thanks. 

The  officers  and  men  are  distributed 
on  board  this  vessel  and  a  sloop,  which 
was  proceeding  to  Hidgeih^e,  on  go- 
vernment service,  for  salt  ;  which 
I  have  detained  for  the  puipose  of 
taking  such  articles  of  clothes  and  stores, 
as  can  be  saved  from  the  gun  and 
upper-decks,  which  we  have  been 
hitherto  employed  about,  when  the 
tide  would  permit  boats  to  lay  along- 
side the  wreck :  but  I  am  sorry  to  add, 
that  one  man,  yesterday,  contrived  to 
get  so  intoxicated  (the  only  instance 
which  has  occurred  of  that  kind)  that 
neither  persuasion  nor  threats  could 
prevail  on  him  to  quit  the  ship,  on 
the  fiood  making;  but  he  was  ob- 
served, about  half  flood,  to  get  on  one 
of  the  rafts,  which  had  been  made  the 
night  before,  and  cut  it  adrift;  and  1 
hope  he  will  land  in  safety. 

The  ship  was  completely  covered  at 
high  water  yesterday,  and  I  much  fear 
there  is  no  possibility  of*  recovering 
any  part  of  the  valuable  cargo,  stores, 
and  private  properly,  below  the  gun 
deck  ;  wiii'.h  has  been  half  full  at  low 
wnter  every  tide  since  we  left  her.  I, 
however,  purpose  remaining  here  till 
every  tbini;  is  secured,  tliat  can  be 
saved  ;  and  I  re-pecttully  request  ihat 
the  n^ht  hon.  the  governor-general 
in  council  will  be  pleased  to  order, 
(and  also  arrange  with  the  captains  of 
his  ra.ij^styU  navy,)  that  the  Asia's  crew 
may  be  distributed  among  the  honour- 
able company's  sln^js  now  i^^the  river  ? 
and  that  his  lordship  in  roiincil  will 
further  be  pleased  to  allot  a  house,  or 
quarters  of  some  kind,  tor  the  prin- 
cipal and  warrant  otficers. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  with- 
out mentionin*;  the  great  assistance, 
which    captain    Marshall,    lieutenant 
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Stock,  and  ensign  Pool,  of  the  Madras 
etablishment.  Cornet  Thome,  of  his 
majesty^  25th  regiment  of  dragoons, 
and  Mr.  William  Gonloj',  of  Madras, 
passengers,  have  aft'oided,  in  work- 
ing the  ship  up  the  river,  and  in  their 
subsequent  endeavours  to  save  every 
thing  from  the  wreck,  which  they 
could.  I  must  not  fail  to  acknowledge 
the  ready  as^iistance,  which  cajt.iin 
Jones,  of  (he  honourable  company's 
ship,  Wahhamstow,  sent  to  us  imme- 
diately his  ship  was  placed  in  safety 
at  Dianjond  Harbour:  and  I  also  beg 
leave  to  express  n>y  entire  approbaiiou 
of  the  conduct  and  exertions  of  Mr. 
Adair,  his  second  officer,  command- 
ing the  party,  and  the  (Klicers  under 
him.  ToMr,Humphreys,of  iheHoogh- 
\y  schooner,  I  am  much  obliged  for  the 
teal  and  inclination  he  has  shewn  to 
render  every  assistance  in  his  power ; 
and  for  the  attention,  kindness,  and 
bospitality,  with  which  myself,  officers, 
passengers,  and  ship's  company,  have 
been  received  and  treated  by  Mr.  Nash, 
I  ^1  myself  very  much  indebted  and 
extremely  grateful. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.  P.  Trembnhbrb. 
The  John  Bebh,  pilot  schooner, 
^Channel  Creek,  June 3,  I60g. 

A  eourt  of  enquiry  assembled  at 
Uie  office  of  the  marine  board,  on  the 
12th  instane^  for  the  purpose  of  inves- 
tigating the  circumstances  of  the  above 
case. 

After  a  full  mvestigation  of  the  case, 
the  court  reported  as  their  opinion, 
**  That  captain  Tremenhere,  his  of- 
ficers, and  ship's  company,  used  every 
pOHsible  exertion  to  save  the  ship,  Ixnh 
before  and  after  she  finally  took  the 
ground ,  and  that  no  blame  whatever 
is  imputable  to  captain  Tremenhere, 
bis  officers,  or  his  ship's  company. 
They  have  been,  therefore,  honourably 
acquitted  by  the  court.'* 

The  right  honourable  the  governo  r 
general  in  council,  having  been  pleas- 
ed to  appoint  captain  Tremenhere  to 
the  frigate,  lately  built  at  Pepang,  by 
order  of  the  honourable  company, 
captain  Tremenhere  was  yesterday 
awoia  into  tht  commafid^  and^  witk 


his  officers,  and  ship's  CoiDpany,  will 
proceed  to  that  island  in  the  Veoas, 
expected  to  sail  in  a  few  days. 

June  7  —  The  honourable  com- 
pany's ship«  Asia,  is  totally  lost  on  the 
sand-bank,  between  Kedgeree  and 
"Diamond  Harbour,  upon  which  she 
struck  on  the  tirst  current,  in  her  pas- 
sage up  the  Hooghly.  Forlunately,  no 
lives  have  been  lost  by  this  accidem, 
A  small  part  of  the  ship's  stores  have 
been  saved ;  but  the  stormy  weather, 
which  prevailed  the  latter  end  of  last 
week,  defeated  the  exertions  that  were 
made  to  recover  a  part  of  her  cargo 
from  the  wreck,  which,  it  is  now  sup- 
posed, must  be  entirely  lost.  The  car- 
go of  the  Asia  consisted  chiefly  oi 
English  woollens,  belonging  to  tke 
honourable  company,  a  number  of 
bales  of  coast  piece-goods,  some  re« 
maining  parts  of  the  private  invest- 
ments of  the  captain  and  officers^  and 
a  considerable  quantity  of  Madeira 
wine. 

The  Asia  is  the  first  instance  of  the 
loss  of  any  of  the  company's  ships  by 
getting  aground  in  the  river  Hooghly, 
for  the  last  twenty-two  years.  Tlie 
Hinchinbrooke  was  lost  off  the  Bara- 
booja  sand,  in  1787,  since  which  time, 
till  the  wreck  of  the  Asia,  a  similar 
accident  has  not  happened. 

It  having  been  resolved  some  tin^ 
since,  by  government,  thatMeerat  shall 
be  one  of  the  principal  mi litiary  sta- 
tions under  the  f  residency  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, arrangements  to  that  eftect  have 
been  directed  accordingly  5  and  major- 
general  Fuller  pro<jeeds  to  take  the 
command  of  that  station. 

Aetocke,  the  princess  of  New  Zea- 
land, was  presented,  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, at  the  government-houae,  to  the 
right  honourable  the  governor-general. 
She  was  nitroduced  by  Commodore 
Hayes,  and  was  most  courteously  re- 
ceived. The  princess  appeared  slightly 
embarrassed  at  the  first  moment  ol  in- 
troduction ;  but  she  soon  recovered 
her  usual  ease  and  afiibility  of  man- 
ner. She  has  made  such  progress  in 
EngHsb  that  she  clearly  comprehendi 
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%^«te^r  she  hears  in  that  language^ 
mnd  gives  a  distinct,  intelligible  answer 
in  the  same  tongne.    The  dress  of  the 
princess  had  a  striking  and  shewy  ef- 
iect.     It  was  formed  of  ribbons  and 
other  materials,  so  as  to  resemble,  as. 
nearly  as  possible,  the  dresses  of  fine^ 
flaxen  mats,  and  ornamental  featbersjj^ 
of  the  ladies  of  the  highest  quality  in 
New  Zealand. 

After  a  short  auHience,  the  princess 
took  leave  of  lord  Minto,  highly  gra* 
tified  with  the  reception  she  had  ex- 
jierienced. 

BaNDLBcuND,  Junc  9. —  A  few 
nights  ago,  Lutchmun  Dowah,  late 
chieftain  of  Adjyghur,  without  any 
prior  intimation  to  any  one,  betook 
himself  to  flight,  and  has  not  since 
been  heard  of.  On  the  first  intima- 
tion of  the  circumstances,  the  gover- 
nor-generai*s  agent  dispatched  an  ex- 
press to  Adjyghur,  with  directions  to 
Biajor  Cuppni;e,  commanding  that  gar* 
lison,  to  secure  his  (Lutchmun's)  fa- 
mily, who  lived. in  ihe  village  of  Ti- 
lawaney,  just  below  the  fort.  A  suit- 
able escort,  under  an  European  officer, 
was  accordingly  ordered  on  this  duty, 
and  they  succeeded  in  apprehending  a 
few  males  of  the  family,  whom  they 
tent  up  to  the  foic.  The  father-in-law 
of  Lutchraan  alone  was  left  belNnd  : 
he  was  deputed  to  prepare  the  women 
for  their  removal  in  the  fort,  and  to 
assure  them  that  they  should  receive 
kind  treatment,  and  that  their  con- 
finement should  continue  only  until 
Lutchmun  should  again  appear.  The 
old  man,  however,  not  returning  from 
the  female  apartments  so  soon  as  it  was 
thought  he  might,  a  person  was  di- 
rected to  call  at  the  door. — He  did  so, 
but  receiving  no  answer,  they  then 
fM'oceeded  to  knock,  and  all  being  still 
ailent^  they  attempted  to  force  the 
door  open.  Failing  in  this  also,  they 
had  recourse  ta  the  expedient  of  strip- 
ping off  the  tile,  by  which  means  a 
man,  at  length,  got  in,  and  opened  the 
door  for  the  rest  of  the  party.  No 
sooner  had  they  entered,  than  their 
•yes  were  encountered  by  the  horrid 
spectacle  of  the  whole  family  of  Lutch- 
mun weltering  in  their  blood*  The  old 
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women,  and  afterwards  his  own.  The 
number,  I  understand,  who  shared  in 
this  catastrophe,  amounted,  in  all,  to 
six  or  eight  women  and  children.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  how  peaceably 
they  must  all  have  submitted  to  their 

te}  for  the  persons,  who  stood  at  the 
r,  anxiously  awaiting  the  return  of 
the  old  man,  never  heard  the  smallest 
noise  from  within  the  apartment.  It 
has  been  imagined  that  Ms  deed  was 
perpetrated  by  the  express  order  of 
Lutchmun,  who  suspect ing  that,  on 
his  flight,  his  family  might  be  placed 
under  restraiiitf  had  given  directions 
that  they  should  all  be  put  to  death, 
rather  than  (according  to  their  ideas) 
his  women  should  be  contaminated  by 
falling  into  the  hands  of  Europeans. 

A  young  man,  a  nephew  of  Lutch^^ 
mun,  who-was  brought  into  the  fort, 
has  also  attempted  suicide.  The  exe- 
cution of  his  purpose,  however,  was 
fortunately  prevented,  though  not  be- 
fore he  had  inflicted  on  himself  a  se- 
vere wbund.  He,  as  well  as  the  other 
few  members  of  this  unfortunate  fa- 
roily,  who  were  in  confinement,  has 
smce  been  released. 

Lutchmun  Dowah,  ever  since  the 
surrender  of  Adjyghur,  had  resided 
under  the  protection  of  the  British 
government  at  Bandah,  where  he  re- 
ceived  a  liberal  maintenance,  and  was 
only  detained  until  a  convenient  jag- 
heer  could  be  allotted  him,  in  lieu  of 
hit  former  possessions.  The  tulwar, 
with  which  the  deed  was  accomplished, 
is  supposed  to  have  beerfconcealed 
within  the  Zenana  for  the  purpose, 
by  his  own  orders,  as  the  old  man  was 
not  armed  when  he  went  in,  nor  was 
there  any  possibility  of  his  receiving 
the  weapon  from  without,  except 
through  the  door  at  which  he  entered^ 
and  there  the  guards,  with  palankeens 
for  the  women,  were  waiting  his  re» 
turn. 

A  subsequent  account  adds,  that 
Lutchmun  Dowah,  late  chieftain  of 
Adjyghur,  whose  family  was  so  bar* 
barously  butchered,  a  short  time  ago, 
by  the  hand  of  his  father-in-law,  has 
arrived,  at  the  presidency."  Conceive 
ing  himself  aggrieved  by  the  mea« 
•ares  adopted  against  bim,  it  appears 
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that  he  made  his  escape  from  Bandah> 
with  the  intention  of  proceeding  hither, 
and  laying  his  complaint  before  the 
sapreme  government.  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that,  down  to  the  period  of 
his  arrival  in  Calcutta,  he  was  wholly 
ignorant  of  the  fatal  catastrophe,  which 
his  flight  from  fiundlecund  had  occa- 
sioned. 

June  12. — Tbi»  day  John  Kennedy, 
an  artilleryman  in  the  service  of  the 
honourable  jL'on>pany,  was  brought  to 
the  bar,  to  answer  an  indictment  for 
tbe  wilful  murder  of  a  native,  named 
Bassoo,  on  the  29ih  of  January  last, 
at  the  village  of  Russolpore,  in  the 
district  of  Allahabad : 

The  prisoner  pleaded  "  Not  Guilty/* 

Mr.  Simpson  o|)ened  the  case  for  the 
prowcution,  by  a  re-capitulation  of 
Wie  principal  heads  of  the  indictment ; 
and  was  followed  by  ihe  advocate-gene- 
ral. 

May  it  please  your  lordships,  and 
gentlemen  of  tbe  juiy, — I'he  prisoner 
at  the  bar,  stands  before  you  on  an 
indidment  for  murder.  He  is  a  ma - 
trtws  of  ariillery,  in  (he  service  of  the 
company  ;  and,  when  the  murder  was 
comipitted,  was  on  duty  at  Chaund- 
roarch,  at  uo  great  distance  from  Alla- 
k^bad.  The  c'eqc*a«;ed  was  an  old,  in- 
£rm  man,  tl^e  inhabitant  of  a  small 
iriiUige  in  that  neighbourhood.  It  will 
be  pioved  to^ou,  by  witnesses,  wIk> 
"Were  present  during  tbe  whole  trans- 
aciion,  that,  on,  the  night  of  the  29th 
of  January,  the  prisoner,  John  Ken- 
nedy, cairHJ  into  the  village.  The 
i.tmrwas  laie,  it  was  the  cold  season  5 
and  I  lie  v^Hngersweie  sit  ling  round  tiieir 
ii:es.  The  prisoner  first  entered  the 
house  of  a  man,  named  Ram  Bux,  and 
asked  for  a  ch ilium.  Rmi  Bux  re- 
plietl,  that  he  would  give  him  a  chiU 
Juni,  or  imy  thing  that  he  wanted,  but 
begged  f.ii  him  not  to  come  into  the 
house  aanjng  his  women.  Upon  this, 
Kquncdy  giive  him  abusive  language^ 
ai)il  began  to  beat  him.  'I'he  poor 
man  run  away,  and  the  prisoner, 
afier  stril^ing  a  blow  at  another  man, 
named  Jt)ykisien,  who  inhabited  the 
atljoiiiing  but,  went  next  to  the  dwel- 
ling of  the  deceabcd.  There  he  was  tirst 
met  by  a  young  roan^  the  6on  of  Bas- 


soo ',  who,  seeing  an  European  comiBg 
towards  him  in  so  violent  a  manner, 
took  to  flight.     Kennedy  entered  tbe 
compound,  where  Bassoo  was  sittiog 
by  the  fire  5     the  poor  old  man  wag 
disabled  in  his  limbs,  and  could  not 
even  attempt  to  escape;  Kennedy  in 
stantly  snatched   up  a  bamboo  staffs 
which  the  deceased  used  to  assist  him 
in  walking,  struck  him  with  it  several 
times  in  the  most  barbarous  manner, 
and  then  pushed   him  into   the   fire. 
The  son,    Poorun,    (who   before  had 
fled,)  seeing  his  father  thus  assaulted, 
immediately  ran  up^  with  the  impulse 
natural  on  such  an  occasion,  and  laid 
hold  of  the  assailant.     In  doing  this, 
he  too  received  a  blow  from  the  stick; 
but,  in  tbe  mean  time,  having  called 
his  neighbours  to  bis  assistance,  three 
or  four  others  came  in,  and  succeeded 
in    securing    the    prisoner.      Pooruo 
then   turned  to  his  father,  and  found 
him  lying  senseless  on  the  floor,  with 
a  severe  contusion  on  his  head,  and  the 
bones  of  his  right  leg  and  arm  fractured. 
Such    are  the   circumstances,    which 
will  be  stated  to  you,  by  the  people  of 
tlie  village,  who  appear  as   witnesses 
on  the  present  occaiiion.     It   so  hap- 
pened that,  about  this  time,  a  comrade 
of  the  piisoner,  named  Massey,  was 
passing  by  the  village, — when,  hear- 
ing an  extraordinary  noise  and  uproar, 
he  turned  aside   to  en()Liire  the  cause 
of  it,  and  was  informed  that  an  Eu- 
ropean had  nearly  killed  a  man.     Mas- 
sey, thereupon,   accompanied   his  in- 
formers  to  Bassoo's  hut ;   where  (as 
himself   will  tell  you,)  he  saw,  and 
immediately  recognised    the  prisoner. 
He  asked  him  how  he  cam^-  there  ? 
to  which  Kennedy  replied,  that  he  did 
not   know,  but   that  he  had  done  no 
harm  to  any  one.    The  people  asked 
Massey  what  they  were  to  do  ;  and  he 
very  properly  directed  them  to  carry 
tbe  prisoner  to  the  commanding  otticer 
of  the  detachment, — which  they  ac- 
cordingly did.     The  old  man,  at  the 
same  time,  was  placed  on  a  cot,  and 
carried  also  to  the  lines.     There  he 
was  inspected  by  Mr.  Lewis,  a  surgeon 
doing    duty    witli    the    detachment. 
Every  thing  was  done  for  his  preser- 
vation,   which    the^  CK9t^pp^,taDces  of 
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the  case  would  admits — but  in  vain. 
The  man  died  in  the  coarse  of  the 
night,  and  Mr.  .Lewis  will  fell  yon, 
in  the  most  positive  manner,  that  he 
has  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  thecause  of 
his  death." 

These  facts  being  proved  in  evidence, 
theprisoner  was  found  guilty. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  then  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  pass  the  following 
sentence : 

John  Kennedy ;  , 

You  stand  here,  a  lamentable  and 
awful  insiance  of  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  drunkenness — for  I  am  dis- 
posed (humanely,  1  hope,)  to  believe, 
that  drunkenness  was  the  cause  of  your 
crime.  But  that  crime  was  m?/rder, 
and  murder  of  the  most  aggrava- 
ted'description,— committed  on  an 
old  man, — in  a  manner  the  most  bru- 
tal,— and  with  a  weapon,  which  one 
almost  trembles  to  look  at.  To  add 
to  the  cruelty  of  your  conduct, —after 
inflicting  his  death-wound  on  this  poor 
man,  you  pushed  him  into  the  fire, — 
It  is  impossible,  indeed,  for  words  to 
aggravate  the  act,  or  for  human  laws 
to  pardon  it. — It  is  our  duty  to  remem- 
ber, that  to  protect  the  innocent  is 
an  object  of  at  least  as  much  impor- 
tance to  society,  as  to  shew  mercy  to 
the  guilty.  The  law,  therefore,  must 
take  its  course,  and  that  within  a  very 
short  time.  Forty-eight  hours  is  the 
utmost  term  allowed  to  men  convicted 
of  a  crime  like  your's;  I  hope  you 
will  pass  that  interval  in  the  manner 
best  fitting  your  situation.  Though 
it  is  not  in  human  jurisdiction  to  for- 
give your-  oOTences,  you  may  yet  look 
up  tor  pardon  to  that  Supreme  Being, 
who  best  knows,  whether  your  for- 
mer life  has  been  such,  as  it  is  de- 
scribed to  have  been.  To  that  tribu- 
nal I  commit  you. — The  sentence  of 
the  law  is,  that  you  be  taken  to  the 
place  from  whence  you  came,  and 
frooa  thence,  on  Wednesday  next,  to 
the  place  of  execution, — there  to  be 
banged  by  the  neck  until  your  are  dead. 
May  tlie  Lord  have  mercy  on  your 
•dui !" 
The  prisoner  was  a  fine-looking  young 
man,  apparently  about  24  or  25  years 
of  age. 


June  13.— The  governor-general  ia 
council  is  pleased  to  direct,  that  the 
following  extract  from  the  proceedings 
of  his  lordship  in  council,  in  the  poli- 
tical department,  under  date  the  3d 
instant,  shall  be  published  in  general 
ocd^rs. 

'  '♦The  right  honourable  the  gover- 
iK>r-general  in  council  has  received, 
with  sentiments  of  extreme  regret,  the 
melancholy  intelligence  of  the  decease 
of  colonel  William  Wallace,  of  his 
majesty's  80th  regiment  of  foot,  lately 
^  commanding  the  subsidiary  force  of 
British  troopq,  stationed  with  his  high- 
ness the  Peishwa.  The  enrinent  cha- 
racter, professional  abilities,  and  im- 
portant services  of  the,  late  colonel 
Wallace,  have  long  been  considered  by 
the  governor-general  in  council  to 
place  him  in  the  rank  of  those  distin* 
guished  officers,  whose  virtues,  talents^ 
and  exertions^have  engaged  the  respect 
and  estarm  of  the  British  governments 
in  hidia ;  and  the  tribute  of  merited 
applause,  which  public  justrce  pays  to 
the  memory  of  colonel  Wallace,  is 
necessarily  combined  with  a  deep  sense 
of  the  loss,  which  hi^  majesty's  and  the 
honourable  company's  service  have  sus- 
tained, in  the  death  of  tha^  valuable  and 
lamented  officer." 

JuNB  14. —  Letters  from  colonel 
Ocbterloney's  detachment,  at  Lud- 
deannah,  of  the  24tb  uUimo,  repre- 
sent affairs  in  Sirhind  as  completely 
tranquil.  The  rajah  of  Lahore  had 
reduced  his  troops  to  nearly  the  usual 
peace  establishment ;  and  he  had  him- 
self retired  to  his  capital,  where  it  was 
understood  that  be  would  remain  for 
somQ  months. 

Two  gentlemen,  lately  attached  I0 
the  honourable  Mr.  Elphinstone's  em- 
bassy to  Peshour,  were  preparing,  at 
the  date  of  late  letters,  to  embark  on 
one  of  the  streams  of  the  Indus,  and 
to  proceed  down  that  river  to  its  em- 
bouchure in  the  gulph  of  Scind.  These 
gentlemen  are  probably  the  first  Euro- 
peans, smce  the  days  of  Nearchus,  who 
have  navigated  on  the  Attock. 

Mr.  Eiphinstone  proposed  to  remain 
for  some  time  on  the  frontier  of  Run- 
jeit  Sing's   territory,— probably  until 
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the  contest  for  the  sovereignty  of  Ct- 
bul  is  decided. 

Letters  from  Bundlecund.'^of  the 
25th  uhiroo,  notice,  that  the  late  ex* 
tremely  hot,  dry  weather  had  been  suc- 
ceeded by  several  plentiful  showers  of 
rain,  which  had  rendered  the  tempe- 
ratare  of  the  atmosphere  much  more 
comf  )riable  than  before.  This  early 
fAll  of  rain  is  considered  as  unusual  in 
Bundlecnnd. 

June  i6. — Yesterday  forenoon,  at 
1 1  o'clock,  the  first  stone,  in  the  foun- 
dation of  a  Roman  Catholic  chapel, 
was  laid  at  the  site,  selected  for  the 
'  building,  near  the  cross  road  at  the 
Boytaconnah.  This  house  of  divine 
worship  is  intended  to  be  built  by  Mrs. 
Grace  Eli^abeih,  at  her  own  private 
expense,  for  the  service  of  (he  Roman 
Catholics  at  this  presidency,  whose  pre- 
sent church  is  considered  as  insuffi- 
cient for  their  due  accommodation  j 
4nd  is  at.  so  great  a  distance  from  the 
eastern  parts  and  suburbs  of  Calcutta, 
as  to  retuier  attendance,  to  persons  re- 
siding in  that  quarter,  very  ioconve- 
Dient. 

JuNR  17. — An  affair  of  honour  took 
place  on  Wednesday  last,  near  Neel- 
gunge,  between  two  gentlemen  of  the 
military  profession,  attached  to  sta- 
tions in  the  neighbourhood  of  .  Cal- 
cutta. At  the  second  round,  one  of 
the  gentlemen  shot  his  antagonist 
through  the  heart  j — when  the  latter 
fell,  and  instantly  expired* 

Bengal 

Occurences  for  July. 

JiTLT  g. — In  consequence  of  the 
conclusion  of  a  treaty  between  Run- 
jeit  Sing  and  the  British  government, 
a  proclamation  has-been  addressed  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade 
on  duty  at  Loodeannah,  to  the  neigh- 
bouring chieftains,  acquainting  tl^m 
with  the  terms  of  the  said  settlement, 
and  the  views,  on  the  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish goyerament,  with  which  it  was 
fram^. 

"  Copy  of  a  proclamaiiony  issued  under 
the  greai  seal  and  signature  of  Nm^ 
met  mi  Dowlah,  Vc.  ksff.  Colwel 


David  OckterUmy,  according  t^  ike 
orders  of  the  supreme  government  rf 
Calcutta;  dated  on  the  6th  of  Meof^ 
I8O9,  corresponding  with  the  20th  of 
Eubbeeoolawul,  of  the  year  1224  of 
the  Hijjeree. 

''It  is  clearer  than  the  son,  and 
plainer  than  yesterday,  that  th«  Eng- 
lish battalions,  now  stationed  on  this 
side  of  the  Sutledge,  have  been  placed 
there  f«r  the  protection  of  the  couo* 
try,  merely  from  motives  of  tjenevo- 
lence  on  the  part  of  the  British  go- 
vernment, and  according  to  the  destie, 
and  at  the  especial  request,  of  the  dif. 
ferent  sirdars.  Now,  whereas  a  treaty 
was  concluded  on  the  25 ih  day  of 
April;  in  this  same  year,  between  the 
honourable  company  on  the  one  part, 
and  Maharajah  Ruiijcit  Sii>g  Behaa- 
der  on  the  other,  through  the  agency 
of  Charles  Theophilus  Metcalte  Ba- 
hauder,  with  the  view  of  tranqnil- 
izing  the  minds  of  the  chieftains  of 
Shuhrund  and  Malwa  ;  the  sul>Htance 
of  the  said  treaty  is,  in  conformity 
with  the  orders  of  the  supreme  go- 
vernment, hereby  detailed,  in  seven 
articles. 

"  Article  1.  The  provinces,  sub- 
ject to  the  chfefs  of  Shuhrund  and 
Malwa,  having  been  ceded,  by  Maha- 
rajah Runjeit  Sing,  to  the  English 
company,  the  said  Maharajah,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  has  no 
further  authority  over  the  aforesaid 
chieftains. 

"  Article  2. — No  paishcush  or  naz- 
xeranah  is,  in  future,  to  be  exacted  from 
any  of  the  Sirdars,  whose  country,  as 
before-mentioned,  has  come  into  the 
pdssessioQ  of  the  English  company. 

''Articles.  The  independent  au- 
thority of  the  respective  chi^s  of 
Shuhrund  dnd  Malwa,  shall  be  pre- 
served on  the  same  footing,  as  before 
the  interference  of  the  British  go- 
vernment. 

"  Article  4.  Whenever  the  public 
interests  shall  require  the  English  ar- 
my to  march  through  the  teititories  of 
the  said  duefteins,  each  chief,  in  bis 
own  territory,  respectively,  is  bound  to 
exert  himself,  for  the  purpose  of  obtsin- 
mg  grain,  and  other  necessaries^  fsr 
tb«  use  of  the  troops.    ^^. 
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*' Article  5.  If  the  country  shall 
be  invaded  by  any  hostile  power,  .loy- 
alty and  fidelity  require,  that  all  ihe 
chiefs^  with  their  respective  followers, 
•hall  join  the  English  forces,  to  assist 
tbem  in  repelling  the  enemy,  and  shall, 
moreover,  pun cu"! ally  observe  the  du- 
ties of  obedience  and  allegiance. 

**  ^Vriicle  tj.  In  case  m\y  merchant* 
from  the  western  countries  shall  bring 
merchandize  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
none  of  the  I'annahdars,  or  collectors 
of  sayer.  in  the  territories  afore-men- 
tioned, shall  exact  from  them  any  du- 
ties, but  shalfpcrtnit  them  to  pass,  un- 
molested, through  their  respective^  dis- 
tricts. 

**  Article  7.  Whenever  any  horses 
may  be  purchased  for  tho  purpose  of 
completing  the  regiments  of  cavalry, 
either  in  Shuhrund^  or  ehewhere,  the 
conductors  of  such  horses,  on  produe* 
ing  passes  under  the  seal  of  the  resi- 
dent at  Delhi,  or  of  the  officer  com- 
manding the  troops  at  Shuhrund,  shall 
be  held  exem]9t  from  all  duties  in  the 
territories  of  the  said  chieftains." 

JuLT  11. — Letters  from  TaheerSn, 
of  a  late  date,  state,  that  the  influence^ 
which  the  French  have  been  so  long 
labouring  to  establish  in  the  court  of 
Persia,  is  now  entirely  extinguished. 
General  Gardanne  and  his  retinue  had 
been  removed,  by  command  of  the 
king,  to  a  certain  distance  firom  the 
capital }  and,  it  was  understood, 
would,  in  a  short  time,  take  his  de- 
parture entirely  from  the  Persian  do- 
minions. The  dissolute  and  profligate 
abuse  of  the  means,  which,  by  their 
•bort-lived  predominance  in  the  royal 
coancils,  were  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  French  embassy,  is  said  to  have 
excited  universal  disgust  among  the 
inhabitants  of  every  rank  at  Taheeran. 

July  12lh. — According  to  advices 
received  at  Bombay,  by  the  Eliza,  the 
Arran,  captain  Wilson,  of  tbis  port, 
in  her  passage  down  the  gulph,  has 
been  stranded,  under  very  unfavour* 
able  drcomstances,  near  the  island  at 
Karak.  When  communication  was 
last  held  with  her,  she  was  making 
wat«r  Ttry  fast;  and  strong  winds  pre- 


vai.ing  at  the  time,  little  or  no  hopes  of 
h.^r  preservation  were  entertained, 
Cipiain  Wilson  had  prevailed,  huwever, 
on  the  inhabitants  of  Kaiak,  by  liberal 
oilers  of  compensation,  to  assist  him 
in  getting  out  the  carg  >,  con^yisling  of 
hordes,  copper,  drugs,  and  treasure,  to 
a  very  Urge  amount.  The  whole  of 
the  treasure  had  thus  been  saved,  and 
it  was  expected  that  the  entire  remain- 
der of  the  cargo  would  also  be  recovered 
fi om  the  wreck.  The  honourable  com- 
pany's cruizer.  Nautilus,  which  had 
sailed  from  Bussorah  in  company  with 
the  Arran,  remained  by  her  after  she 
struck,  to  assist  in  preserving  her  cargo 
and  ship's  qompany. 

Fort  William,  July  20.— Tha 
right  honourable  the  governor- general 
in  council  has  received  private,  but 
authentic,  advices,  that  orders  having 
been  issued  by  major-general  Gowdie, 
the  officer  commanding  in  chief  on 
the  coast,  to  heutenant*colonel  Innes, 
commanding  at  Masulipatam,  directing 
the  embarkation  of  one  or  more  de- 
tachments of  the  Madras  European  re- 
giment on  board  of  his  Majesty's  ships> 
for  the  purpose  of  serving  as  marines, 
the  officers  of  the  station  were  induced 
to  entertain  the  erroneous  supposition, 
that  the  object  of  those  orders  was,  to 
separate,  and  finally  disperse  that 
regiment,— a  design,  which  the  go- 
vernment of  fort  St.  George  has  for- 
mally disavowed  j  and,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  this  misapprehension,  declared 
their  resolution  to  resist  the  execution 
of  them  }  that  lieutenant-colonel  Innes, 
having  manifested  a  determination  to 
enforce  them,  the  officers  of  the  garri- 
son proceeded  to  the  barracks,  and,  by 
personal  representation,  succeeded  in 
seducing  the  troops  from  their  duty, 
and  in  obtaining  from  them  a  promise 
of  support  J  that  major  Storey,  the  next 
in  command,  who  was  then  in  the  can- 
tonments, proceeded  to  the  garrison, 
and  having  endeavoured,  without  suc- 
cess, to  induce  lieutenant-colonel  Innea 
to  depart  firom  the  obligation  of  hit 
public  duty,  by  abandoning  his  resolu- 
tion  to   carry  into  effect  tbt  orders 
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which  he  had  received,  adopted  the 
extreme  measure  of  placing  that  officer 
in  arrest  under  the  charge  of  European 
ften  tries. 

The  governor-general  in  council 
has  deemed  it  necessary  to  apprize  the 
army  of  Bengal  of  an  event  so  deeply- 
interesting  to  the  feelings  of  every 
lojral  subject,  and  especially  of  those 
•who  have  the  honour  to  bear  a  military 
commission.  The  governor-general  in 
council  has  received,  with  sentiments 
of  the  deepest  affliction,  the  intelligence 
of  the  excesses,  into  which  theotticers 
of  the  station  of  Masulipatam  have 
thus  been  gradually  led,  by  the  effects 
of  the  late  prevailing  agitation  in  the 
army  of  the  coast.  He  trusts,  how- 
ever, that  this  unhappy  event  will 
afibrd  a  serious,  but  salutary,  warning 
of  the  danger,  to  which  the  combined 
interest  of  the  public,  and  the  army, 
musj  ever  be  exposed,  by  the  first  and 
slightest  departure  from  the  established 
principles  of  military  discipline  on  the 
one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  of  a  just 
subordination  to  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, and  to  the  legitimate  authority  of 
the  state. 

The  occurrence  of  this  afflicting 
event,  combined  with  the  agitation, 
which  unhappily  prevails  among  the 
officers  of  the  army  of  fort  St.  George, 
renders  it  the  duly  of  the  governor- 
general  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to 
that  presidency,  in  the  hope  of  being 
enabled  successfully  to  appeal  to  those 
sentiments  of  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
their  king  and  their  country,  which  his 
lordship  in  council  yet  confidently 
ascribes  to  the  general  body  of  the 
officers  of  the  coast  army,  whose  zeal, 
fidelity,  and  professional  achievements, 
have,  hitherto,  t>een  the  theme  of  just 
and  unqualified  applause,  and,  by  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  all  circumstan- 
ces, which  have  attended  the  late 
sgitalion,  to  devise  such  means  as  may 
bej»t  tend  to  avert  the  impending  dangers 
ot' anarchy  apd  insubordination,  and  re- 
establish the  foundations  of  public 
security  and  national  prosperity  in  this 
uuportant  branch  of  the  British  empire.' 
N.  B.  Edmonstone, 
ChiefSec.totheGovt. 


Bengal 
Occurrences  for  August. 

Calcutta,  August  S.  —  Captjun 
Greig,  commander  of  the  ship.  Lord 
Minto,  has  reached  town,  withaccoanu 
of  the  safe  return  to  this  river  of  that 
vessel  from  Timor ;  she  touched  stt 
Malacca,  and  sailed  from  thence  on  the 
10th  ultimo. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  Mioto 
conveyed  from  hence  a  valuable  pre- 
sent of  cannon  and  ammunition  from 
this  government  for  the  Suliaun  of 
I'imor  5 — during  the  absence  of  the 
Minto  from  that  island,  the  iohabitanU 
had  held  out  bravely  against  the  repeat- 
ed attacks  of  the  Dutch  j  but  were  re- 
duced to  the  greatest  extremity  of  dis- 
tress at  the  tinje  the  Lord  Minto  arriv- 
ed with  the  very  welcome  supplies 
above-mentioned. 

The  Minto  has  brought  here  from 
Malacca,  to  be  tried  for  piracy,  an 
English  seaman,  and  several  natives, 
charged  wifli  running  away  with  4 
small  vessel  belonging  to  Malacca, 
which  was  seized  by  two  Malay  prows, 
and  by  these  delivered  up  to  the  Lord 
Minto. 

General  orders,  hy  the  commander-in* 
chic/ in  India,  Head-quarters ,  Mee* 
rut  cantonment,  blh  of  August,  I8O9. 
The  commander-in-chief  has  receiv- 
ed, with  no  less  concern  than  surprize, 
the  infornoationofan  event,  communica- 
ted in  the  general  orders  by  tl^e  right  ho- 
nourable the  goveriior-geiieral  in  coun- 
cil, under  diiie  the  20ih  ultimo.  The 
channel,  prescribed  for  the  more  speedy 
circulation  of  general  orders  by  govern- 
ment, during  the  absence  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief from  the  presidency, 
precluded  his  excellency  from  express- 
ing, at  the  same  time^  the  participation 
he  sincerely  feels  in  the  sentiments  of 
aiHi/ction,  with  which  his  lordship  in 
council  was  impressed  on  tl^e  occasion. 
In  this  delay,  however,  the  comman- 
der-in-chief has  nothing  to  regret^ 
being  most  perfectly  satisfied  that  an/ 
observations  by  him,  in  reference  to 
such  events^  could  only  be  an  anticipi* 
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Hon  of  those  sehtimenls  of  unfeigned 
sorrow,  with  which  the  officers  of  this 
army  will  contemplate  the  conduct 
alluded  to,  convinced,  as  his  excellency 
i^,  that  it  must  be  equally  deprecated 
and  deplored  by  all. 

The  proceeding  stated  to  have  taken 
place  at  Masulipaiam,  as  it  surpasses  all 
example,  so  is  it  beyond  all  comment. 
The  commander-in-  chief,nevertheless, 
feels  confident  hopes  and  reliance,  that 
the  misguided  opinions,  and  erroneous 
feelings  of  an  unguarded  moment^  have 
long  since  yielded  to  a  returning  sense 
of  patriotic  feeling  and  public  duty, 
and  have  ere  now  been  superseded  by 
principles  of  just  and  honourable  con- 
duct, consistent  with  that  character  of 
loyalty,  disci pline,and  professional  tide* 
Kty,  which  has,  hitherto,  so  eminently 
distinguished  the  officers  of  the  esta- 
blishment effort  St.  George. 

August  9. — ^This  morning,  a  nu- 
merous and  respectable  company  as- 
sembled at  the  government-house  to 
break£ist,  on  the  occasion  of  the  de- 
parture of  the  right  honourable  the 
governor-general  for  Madras. — Break- 
fest  being  over,  his  lordship,  about 
811  o'clock,  accompanied  by  the  ho- 
nourable Sir  Henry  Russell,  chief  jus- 
tice, the  honourable  the  members  of 
council,  major-general  Sir  Ewen  Bail- 
lie,  with  the  principal  officers,  civil 
and  military,  who  were  present,  pro- 
ceeded to  Chandpaul  Ghaut.  The 
street  was  Viued  by  a  detachment  from 
the  body  guard,  by  the  corps  of  Cal- 
cutta Native  militia,  by  his  majesty's 
14th  regiment,  and  by  the  artillery ; 
in  all  1800  men  under  arms. 

On  arriving  at  Chandpaul  Ghaut,  his 
lordship  was  received  by  commodore 
Hayes,  and  immediately  embarked  on 
one  of  the  accommodation  boats,  and 
went  on  board  the  Phcenix.  A  salute 
of  nineteen  guns  was  fired  from  the 
fort,  on  his  lordship's  leaving  the 
Ghaut  J  the  different  vessels  of  marine, 
wiih  manned  yards,  gave  three  cheers. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  honourable  J. 
Ldmsden  took  his  place  at  the  supreme 
l>oard,  as  vice-president  in  council, 
and  deputy.governor  of  Fort  William^ 
^er  a  lalute  of  leventeea  guns. 


August  i6. — During  the  last  seven 
or  eight  days,  Calcutta,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  has  been  deluged  with 
rain.  The  river  Hooghly  rose  upwards 
of  a  foot  higher  than  in  any  of  the 
spring  tides  last  year. 

To    limtenant'ColoneL     Gillespie^    hit 

majesty* s  Sth  iight  dragoons ,  King's 

royal  Irish, 

SiK, — We,  the  non-commis;sioned 
officers  and  private  men  of  his  majes- 
ty*s  Sth  light  dragoons,  cannot  take 
leave  of  an  officer,  so  justly  and  emi- 
nently distinguished,  so  highly  endear- 
ed to  the  whole  corps,  by  his  public  and 
private  virtues,  without  acknowledg- 
ing the  farewell,  which  was  transmittal 
to  us. 

Uncertain  if  our  request  may  meet 
your  concurrence,  yet,  relying  on  that 
condescension  which  has  ever  distin- 
guished you,  we  beg  your  acceptance 
o(  a  sword,  valued,  at  two  hundred 
pounds  "sterling,  as  a  small  testinoony 
of  the  sense  which  the  whole  corps  eu- 
tertain  of  your  goodness. 

Be  assured.  Sir,  that  whenever  your 
services  may  be  required,  you  will  be 
attctided  by  the  most  earnest  wishes  of 
the  royal  Irish  dragoons  for  your  wel- 
fare,  and  by  their  prayers  that  ^'ou  will 
return  to  them. 

We  are  well  aware,  that  under  th« 
command  by  colonel  Wood,  (who  for 
some  years  past  has  commanded  the 
corps,  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of 
every  individual),  we  can  have  nothing 
but  your  absence  to  regret — under  him 
the  8th  dragoons  have  ever  felt  the 
highest  happiness ;  yet;  as  duties  of  a 
higher  station  may  shortly  call  him 
from  us,  what  a  satisfactory  conside- 
ration would  it  be  that  his  command 
would  be  succeeded  by  that  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Gillespie. 

Accept,  Sir,  these,  the  effusions  of 
grateful,  though  not  polished,  minds. 
We  acknowledge  our  presumption  in 
addressing  one  so  highly  our  superior  $ 
yet  your  goodness  induces  us  to  hope 
we  shall  be  excused. 
(Signed)  K.  Delany,  serjeant-major  ; 

W.  Cockburne,   serjeantj    George 

AiJc^orth,  do.j  T.  Draper,  do.  5  J 
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Rosse,  do.  J  *  M.  Wrenn,  do. ;  J. 
Anderson,' do.  J  R.  Tudd,  do.j  A. 
Melone,  do. ;  T.  Hopkins,  corpo^ 
ral  5  W.  Nelson,  'do.  5  G.  Allaly, 
do. ;  W.  Kerney,  do. ;  James  Whit- 
head,  do.  5  J.  Maudsly,  do.;  J, 
M'Donald,  do.  j  J.  Hamihon,  do.; 
A  Wil'on,  private;  J.  Rogers,  do. ; 
J.  Kirkham,  do. ;  J.  Rickaby,  do. ; 
J.  Dutton,  do.;  J.  Royden,  do.; 
Charles    Mooney,    T.    M* Adams. 

Cawnpore,  igth  August,  I8O9. 

To  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  his  majesty  s  Sth  light 
dragoons,  {King*s  royal  Irish). 

I  have  received,  brother  soldiers, 
your  address  with  sentimei^s  of  satis- 
faction that  are  not  easily  described. 
Jif  I  were  formerly  a  sojdier,  proud  of 
bis  profession,  and  conscfous  of  having 
always  acted  uprightly  in  the  exercise 
of  its  duties,  I  now  teel  amply  repaid 
in  having  gained  the  good  opinion  of 
so  numerous  and  respectable  a  corps  as 
his  majesty's  royal  Irish,  or  Sth  light 
dragoons. 

Accept  then,  comrades,  my  grateful 
thauks  for  the  good  wishes  you  ex- 
press ;  and  as  it  appears,  we  are  about 
to  be  separated,  I  have  to  lament  that 
I  may  not  be  with  you,  when  your 
services  are  required.  A  day,  when- 
ever it  arrives,  I  prognosticate,  will 
cover  you  with  glory.  I  know  the  ex- 
ertioBS  you  are  capable  of,  and  that 
they  are  such  as  will  do  honour  to 
yourselves,  and  gain  the  approbation 
of  your  glorious  king  and  country. 

The  sword  you  offer  is  a  tribute  of 
too  great  value, — let  it  be  less  so,— • 
and  without  any  ornament,  but  an  in- 
scription "  the  gift  of  the  royal  Irish," 
^ which  will  make  it  more  valuable  to 
me,  than  were  it  covered  with  gold). 
I  shall  receive  it  with  gratitude ;  and, 
,when  I  draw  it  in  defence  of  ray 
country,  I  shall  remember  you. 

Once  more,  comrades,  I  bid  yoa 
farewell,  and  I  do  it  now  with  a  less 
heavy  heart,  as  I  am  conscious  I  leave 
you  under  the  command  of  an  officer, 
ivbo  jknowt  bow  t»  appr«cUt9  your 


worth,  and  do  justice  to  your  merits.— 

Adieu! 

"^  R.    R.    GiLLBSfIB, 

^     Lt.  Col.8ihLt.Ds.  (K.R.I.) 
Cawnpore,  20th  Aug,  I8O9. 

Letter  addressed  to  bis  royal  bigb- 
ness  the  late  commander-in-chief,  by 
the  officers  of  his  majesty's  Sth  ligbl 
dragoons,  on  the  occasion  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Gillespie's  being  removed 
from  that  corps. 
To  his  royal  highness  Frederick,  duh€ 

of  York,  commander-in-chief,  4^c. 

Sir, — We,  the  officers  of  his  ma- 
jesty's Sth  (or  King's  royal  Irish) 
light  dragoons,  impressed  with  senti- 
ments of  the  most  dutiful  respect,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  Royal  High* 
ness,  to  express  the  general  end  sin- 
cere regret  with  which  we  contem* 
plate  the  loss  we  are  about  to  expe^ 
rience  in  the  removal  of  lieutenant* 
colonel  Gillespie  to  another  regiment. 

We  cannot  'help  indulging  the  per- 
suasion, that  your  Royal  Highness  will 
enter  into  our  feelings  on  this  occasion, 
when  we  assure  you,  that  his  acknow- 
ledged military  reputation,  joined  to 
his  highly-polished  and  liberal  man- 
ners, since  we  have  been  placed  under 
his  command,  have  so  endeared  bim 
to  the  regt.  that  sensations  of  the  most 
lively  concern  have  been  excited  in  all 
ranks  by  his  approaching  separation 
from  it.«— To  an  attachment  that 
founded  on  motives  alike  honourable, 
we  trust,  to  both  parties^  your  royal 
highness,  we  presume  to  hope,  will 
not  refuse  the  sanction  of  your  appro- 
bation ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  add,  that 
if,  at  any  future  opportunity,  which 
may  appear  to  your  royal  highness  fa* 
vourable  for  the  purpose,  it  shall  please 
you  to  restore  lieutenant-colonel  Gil- 
lespie to  the  wishes  of  the  Sth  dra- 
goons, it  would  be  an  exercise  of  your 
royal  highness's  authority  which,  we 
are  authorised  to  say,  would  be  highly 
gratifying  to  his  feelings,  individually, 
as  well  as  to  tliose  of  the  regiment. 
We  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  our« 
selves,  your  royal  highnesses 
most  respectful,  and 
devoted  humble  servants. 
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Masters,  captain, —  G.  R.  Deare, 
captain, — J,  Cunning,  captain, — N. 
Brutton,  captain,— W.  Locker,  cap- 
tain,— H.  W.  Skde,  captain,— G. 
W.  Walker,  captain,— J.  G.  Baiun- 
gardt,  lieutenant, — A.  Didk^on,  lieu- 
tenant,— J.  Williams,  lieutenant, — 
Y.  Johnson,  lieutenant, —  S.  T.  Ed-, 
wards,  lieutenant,— T.  D.  Burrows, 
lieutenant, — A.  Van  Cortland,  lieu- 
tenant,— A.  Creagh,  lieutenant, — 
T.  Paterson,  lieutenant, — S.  M.  An- 
drews, lieutenant, — ^T.  Brett,  lieu- 
tenant,—  T.  Price,  lieutenant, — J. 
Mayer,  lieutenant,— J.  R.  Taylor, 
lieutenant,  —  H.  Hayman,  lieute- 
nant,— J.  D.  Fearon,  cornet, — J.  S. 
Darby,  paymaster, — William  Bean, 
surgeon,-yJ.  F.  Smet,  assistant-sur- 
geon,—G.  M.  Callow,  assistant-sur- 
geon. 

August  22. —  G.  O.  ly  the  honouralle 
the  vice-president  in  council. 

The  honourable  the  vice-president 
in  council  has  been  furnished  with  co- 
pies of  the  letters,  addressed  to  his 
excellency  the  commander-in-chief  by 
the  officers  of  the  several  corps  quar- 
tered at  Muttra,  Kumaul,  and  Agra,  and 
to  the  general  officer  commanding  at 
Chunar,  by  the  officers  of  the  different 
corps  quartered  in  the  province  of 
Benaref,  expressive  of  their  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  their  king  and 
country ;  of  their  allegiance  to  the 
government  established  by  the  con- 
stitution in  this  country ;  and  of  their 
entire  disapprobation  of  the  spirit*  of 
sedition  and  revolt,  by  which  a  part 
of  the  army,  of  the  presidency  at  Fort 
St.  George,  is  at  present  actuated. 
The  vice-president  in  council  has  re- 
ceived these  declarations  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  officers  of  the  army  of 
Bengal,  on  this  interesting  occasion, 
with  peculiac  gratiticatiou,  and  he  con- 
siders it  an  act  of  justice  to  declare, 
in  the  most  public  manner,  the  conti- 
dence,  which  the  government  has 
uniformly  reposed  in  the  unbliaken  zeal 
and  loyalty  of  the  officers  of  this  army, 
and  its  tirm  persuasion  that  no,  cir- 
cumstance can  ever  induce  them  to 
awerve  from  their  public  duty* 
The  vice-president  in  council  has 
Vol.11.  F 


received  priVate,  but  authentic,'  infor- 
mation that  the  same  honourable 
sentiments  are  entertaiLcd  by  the 
officers  of  all  the  ether  military  sta- 
tions, under  the  jJresidency  of  Fort- 
WiUiam. 

G.    DOWDESWELL, 

Acting  chieTsec.  to  govt. 

Bengal     -  x 

Occurrences  for  September. 

September  5. — The  latest  ukhbars, 
contain  no  intelligence  on  the  subject 
of  the  politics  of  Cabul.  Private  ad- 
vices, however,  of  a  late  date,  fully  con- 
firm the  statement  which  we  formerly 
published,  of  the  discomfiture  of  Soo- 
jah-ul-Moolk's  army,  and  the  flight  of 
his  family  towards  the  Punjab.  Ac- 
cording to  the  most  recent  accounts, 
the  unfortunate  king  had  not  (as  was 
at  first  given  out)  taken  shelter  among 
the  mountains,  but  had  directed  his 
course  towards  Can^ahar,  where  he 
had  still  hopes  of  raising  a  party  in  his 
favour.  He  had  been  deserted,  how- 
ever, by  most  of  his  chieftains  of  influ- 
ence and  authority;  and  bis  fortunes 
altogether  were  considered  as  in  a  very 
desperate  conditiop.  Zcniann  Shah, 
with  the  haram,  remainej  :ir  Ilnrwil 
Hindee,  under  the  protecilun  <>\  a 
Seik  chieftain. 

Various  communications  have  been 
received  relative  to  the  progress  of  Mr. 
Elphinstone's  embassy,  on  their  return 
to  the  company's  provinces.  The 
latest  is  dated  on  the  gth  of  August, 
within  one  march  of  the  banks  of  the 
Rauvee. — The  gentlemen  of  the.  party 
were  In  the  best  health  and  spirits  ;  and 
the  proportion  of  5ick,  among  ih©  se- 
poys of  the  escort  and  the  camp  fol- 
lowers, was  very  inconsiderable.  They 
expected  to  cross  the  Rauvee  on  the 
following  day,  and  would  proceed 
thence,  by  the  route  of  Umrutsir,  to 
Loodcaunah,  which  place  they  hoped 
to  reach  by  the  1st  of  September. 
They  might  be  expected,  therefore,  at 
Delhee  early  in  October.  So  far 
their  marches  had  been  easy  and  plea- 
sant, much  beyond  expectation.  And, 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


66 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I80g. 


notwithstanding  the  advanced  period 
of  the  seasons,  the  badness  of  the 
roads,  the  inundation  of  the  country, 
and  the  breadth  and  rapidity  of  the 
rivers,  they  had  experienced  no  very 
material  obstruction  or  delay. 

With  the  exception  of  an  alfray, 
which  took  place  on  the  igih  of  July, 
at  a  pass  near  the  river  Thylum,  they 
had  met  with  no  molestation  from  the 
people  of  the  country,  who,  on  the 
contrary,  received  and  treated  them, 
in  general,  with  great  civility.  Mr, 
Elpiiinstone  was  attended  by  a  vakeel 
on  the  part  of  Runjeit  Sing,  whose 
son  was  expected  to  meet  the  em- 
bassy on  their  arrival  at  Umrutsir. 

Some  letters  mention  an  unpleasant 
accident  which  had  befallen  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, (one  of  the  assistants  to  the 
embassy,)  and  which  had  nearly  been 
attended  with  most  fatal  consequences. 
On  the  13th  of  July,  while  swim- 
ming his  horse  across  the  Koosak 
river,  Mr.  Alexander  inadvertently 
tightened  the  curb,  on  which  the 
animal  made  an  attempt  to  rear,  and 
then  immediately  sunk  j  the  rider  with 
great  difficulty  di€entangled  himself, 
and  supported  himself  by  swimming, 
until,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
natives  who  came  out  to  meet  hira, 
he  gained  the  opposite  shore.  The 
horse  floated  again,  and  was  also  saved. 

To     lieutenant-colonel    H,     Worslci/, 
adjutant-general, 

September  \Q. 

Sir,— On  the  27lh  inst.  I  had  the 
honour  of  reporting,  that  the  detach- 
ment had  then  arrived,  and  taken  up  its 
position  before  the  town  of  Bhowarie, 
at  no  greater  distance  than  1460  yards 
from  the  centre  of  the  first  line. 

Yesterday  I  also  reported  to  you  ex- 
press ©f  the  important  acquisition  of 
the  town  of  lihovvanie,  which  was  car- 
ried by  assault  about  two,  P.  M.  Ever/ 
preparation  had  been  made  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  and  a  battery  con- 
structed, during  the  night,  of  two  18- 
pounders,  two  12-pounders,  two  how- 
itzers, with  a  trench  for  600  men, 
flanked  by  two  howitzers,  and  two 
ft'  pounder:*.    The  battery  opened  be- 


fore sun-rise,  and  two  very  practicable 
breaches  were  made  about  noon. 

The  attacking  columns  were  com- 
posed as  follows : — the  two  right  co- 
lumns commanded  by  lieutenant-colo- 
nel J.  M*Grath,  of  the  grenadiers  of 
the  Istbatt.  of  the  9th,  1st  battalion 
10th,  and  1st  battalion  '22d,  with  the 
light  companies  of  those  corps,  and  the 
1st  batt.  9th  regt. 

The  two  left  columns  commanded 
by  major  Smith,  consisting  of  four 
companies  of  grenadiers,  viz.  2d  batt 
18th,  2d  batt.  23d,  with  the'  light 
companies  of  those  corps  j  the  light 
companj  of  the  2d  batt.  24th,  and  the 
2d  battalion  ]  8th  regt.  Total  strength 
of  the  storming-  partv  1820  rank  and 
file\  • 

The  columns  advanced, in  high  order, 
about  half-past  12  o'clock,  and  just  as 
they  were  clear  of  the  batteries,  the 
(attack  commenced  very  smartly,  but 
such  was  the  determined  and  desperate 
resistance  opposed  by  the  rebels,  that 
it  was  not  without  great  loss  on  our 
part  they  were  driven  from  their  in- 
trenchments. 

I  calculate  upon  at  least  4500  fight- 
ing men,  and  I  think  it  may  be  fairly 
assumed,  that  their  loss  could  not  b^  less 
than  one  third  of  their  number :  about 
two,  P.  M.  our  troops  were  in  com- 
plete possession  of  the  place,  and  the 
whole  of  the  storming  party  remained 
there  for  the  night,  and  in  the  morning 
early,  the  remaining  troops  In  camp 
changed  ground  close  to  Bhowanie. 

In  further  explanation  of  the  attack, 
I  inclose  a  very  correct  sketch  of  it, 
with  a  copy  of  the  orders  issued  by  me 
on  the  glorious  issue  of  the  contest.    I 
also  inclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  attnck  ;  and  though  I 
sincerely  lament  the  lo<s  sustained  on 
our  part,  the  castinlties  fall  very  short 
of  what   might  have  been   expected, 
considering  the  great  force  of  the  re- 
bels, who   were   strongly   intrenched^ 
and  who  fought  with  the   mo^t  deter- 
mined courage  and  bravery. 
I  have,  &c. 
l[Signed)         G.  Ball, 
Lieut.-col.  commanding. 
Camp  Bhoiranie,  j^ug,  30,  I8O9. 
Express  5  F,  AL 
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P.  S.  You  have  herewith  a  return  of 
the  ammunition  expended  from  the 
batteiing  guns,  &c.  &c. 
The  town  is  completely  abandoned. 
(Signed)         G.  Ball. 
Extra    dbtachment    ordebs,   by 
lieut.-colonel  ball. 

Camp  Bhowanie,  Aug.  30. 
The  commanding  officer  derives  the 
greatest  satisfaction  in  offering  his  ge- 
neral testimony  of  approbation  and  cor- 
dial acknowledgment  to  the  officers 
and  troops,  yesterday  engaged  in  the 
successful  assault  upon  the  town  of 
Bhowanie,  and  particularly  desires  that 
such  may  be  conveyed  to  corps  and  de- 
tachments respectively.  To  lieut.-co- 
lonel  M'Grath,  who  had  the  general- 
coramand  of  the  attacking  columns, 
and  to  major  Smith,  .who  had  the  im- 
mediate direction  of  the  left  column, 
the  steady  and  very  firm  manner  in 
which  the  troops  advanced  upon  the 
enemy,  merits  the  commanding  officer's 
highest  encomiums,  and  gives  every 
claim  to  bis  most  particular  thanks,  so 
meritoriously  due  to  lieutenant  colonel 
M'Graih,  and  major  Smith,  who  per- 
sonally conducted  their  respective  co- 
lumns. 

To  captain  Mason,  in  the  general 
command  of  the  artillery,  the  very 
able  arrangement  of  that  officer's  de- 
partment throughout,  but  particularly 
in  conducting  the  duties  of  the  breach- 
ing batteries,  with  the  very  heavy  and 
Mell-directed  fife  that  was  so  rapidly 
kept  up,  in  covering  the  advance,  and 
approach  of  the  storming  party,  to  the 
points  of  attack,  entitles  captain  Ma- 
son to  every  commendation,  and  reflects 
great  credit  upon  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command. 

To  captain  Houston,  commanding 
the  6ih  cavalry,  and  the  corps  of  irre- 
gular horse,  under  captain  Skinner*, ' 
the  commanding  officer  feels  hiqaself 
warmly  indebted,  for  the  able  disposi- 
tion of  their  respective  corps,  in  inter- 
rupting the  reireat  of  a  considerable 
body  of  the  fugitives,  most  of  whom 
were  destroyed,  aller  a  desperate  re- 
sistance. 

To  lieytenant  Tickell,  of  engineers, 
the  commanding  officer  has  much 
pleasure  in  expressing  his  eniire  appro- 


bation of  the  zeal  and  ability  mani- 
fested by  that  officer,  in  the  execution 
of  the  duties  of  his  particular  line. 

To  lieutenant  Baines,  comtrianding 
the  pioneers,  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  every  praise  is 
most  deservedly  due  for  their  great 
exertions,  and  the  commanding  officer 
has  much  gratification  in  particularly 
noticing  the  intrepid  conduct  of  ensign 
Ellis,  of  that  corps,  which  has  been 
circumstantially  reported,  and  redounds 
highly  to  the  merit  of  that  officer. 

The  commanding  officer  has  to  ex- 
press himself  particularly  indebted  to 
the  zeal  and  exertions  of  his  personal 
staff,  captain  Keating,  dnd  likewise  to 
lieutenant  Nicholletts,  quarter-master 
of  brigade,  and  is  happy  in  acknow- 
ledging the  very  great  benefit  he  de- 
rived from  their  valuable  services. 

Extra  batta  to  be  served  to  the  Eu- 
ropeans. 

A  true  copy. 
(Signed)     M.  D.  Keating,  M.  B. 
Camp  Bfiowanie,  Jug.  31. 

In  consequence  of  an  official  report, 
made  by  major  Smith,  of  the  merito- 
rious exertions  of  lieutenants  Blaldock 
and  Armstrong,  the  officers  in  com- 
mand of  the  pioneers,  attached  to  the 
left  column  in  the  assault  of  the  29th 
instant,  the  commanding  officer  is 
most  happy  in  recordiiig  this  public 
testimony  of  his  approbation  of  the 
gallant  conduct  of  those  officers,  and 
shall  not  fail  in  his  offii  ial  detail  of 
making  a  circumstantial  report  to  head- 
quarters. 

^  A  true  copy. 
(Signed)     M.  D.  Keating,  M.  B. 
Camp  Bhowanie, 
B,  M.  Office,  August  3\,  I8O9. 

Return  nf  the  killed  and  wounded  of 
Lieut. 'Colonel  Ball's  detachment,  at 
the  attack  of  Bhowanie,  on  the  2gtk 
August,  I8O9.' — Camp  Bhowanie, 
August  30, 

Artillery  and  Pioneers.— Killed,  I 
gun  lascar,  2  privates. — Wounded,  1 
Serjeant,  1  havildar,  1  naick,  and  9 
privates. 

6th  regt.  Native  cavalry. — Killed,  1 
Serjeant.  —  Wounded,  1  corpet,  1 
naick,  3  troops,  and  IJ  horses,     * 
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1  St  Batt.  pth  regt.  Native  infantry. — 
Killed,  1  sepoy. — Wounded,  I  captain, 
I  naick,  and  14  sepoys, 

2d  Do.  18th  ditto,  do.— Killed,  3 
privates. — Wounded,  1  lieutenant,  1 
ensign,  1  subidar,  I  havildar,  4  naicks, 
1  drummer,  and  22  sepoys. 

Grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  1st 
22d. — Killed,  1  lieutenajit,  and  7  se- 
poys.— Wounded,  1  havildar,  2  naicks, 
and  15  sepoys. 

Grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  2d 
23d. — Killed,  2  sepoys.— Wounded,  1 
lieutenant,  and  8  sepoys. 

1st  Grenadiers  and  1st  batt.  in.  co. 
ist  lOlh  and  It.  in.  2d,  24th.-— 
Killed,  1  sepoy. — Wounded,  1  ensign, 
1  havildar,   I  drumnrer,  and  13  sepoys. 

Captain  Skinnefs  corps  independent 
cavalry. — Killed,  2   horses. — Wound- 
ed, 10  troopers,  and  i6"  horses. 
(Signed)  G.  Ball, 

Lieut  .-colonel  comg. 

Killed.  Lieut.  Stephen  O'Brien, 
3  St  battalion  22d  regt.  Native  infantry. 

Wounded.  Cornet  Byers,  fith  ca- 
valry.— Captain  Whitehead,  1st  batta- 
lion 9th  regiment. — Lieutenant  Buck- 
ley, and  ensign  Macdunald,  2d  do. 
18th  do. — Lieut.  Horsburgh,  2d',  do. 
23d  do.— Ensign  Playfair,  2d  do.  24ih 
do. 

(Signed)     M.  D.  Keating,  I\I.  B. 

Gen  oral  orders  hy  the  co  vi  m  an  der  in* 
chief.  Head-quarters f  Mcerut  canton- 
went,  Sept.  2,  IbOj). 
A  detailed  report  having  been  this 
day  received  fiom  lieuteucint-colonel 
Uall,  of  the  capture  of  the  inipunant 
town  of  Bhowani?,  by  a-^aull,  at  tu  o  V. 
M.  on  the  2:)th  ot'Ia-t  u^oi:.!),  the  com- 
mander-in-cliicf  havtjs  10  express  his 
high  sense  of  th^»  ciis:;!'[ruisii'-vl  j^idi!;- 
meut,  zeal,  ami  aliiliiv,  i:::.;/'resud  by 
lieutcnanr-colv^r.'i  B:.:l,  i!i  i'  e  general 
pcrlornKmce  of  this  s^';\  ice;  e.Sj)eoiaily 
m  the  final  disnusri-ni  a^id  plan  of  at- 
tack ;  which,  havii-:^  Iklh  nuist  ably 
execut<^d  by  tlie  .sica:iy  p;::liaiury  of 
otiicers  and  troops,  suraioiiniing  everv 
obstacle,  and  ilie  nMst  desperate  re- 
sistance oij  ihe  pari  of  the  enemy, 
fully  eniiiles  lieiuenarit-coletiei  Bill, 
and  all  the  oljicers  ai'id  troups  em- 
ployed, to   the   conin^fuler-in-chief's 


thanks,  which  his  excellency  reqoestJ 
lieutenant-colonel  Ball  will  accept,  and 
communicate  the  same  to  the  several 
corps  and  detachments  employed  against 
Bhowanie,  previous  to  their  separation. 

The  commander-in-chief  perused, 
with  the  highest  satisfaction,  lieutenant- 
colonel  Ball's  report  of  the  meritorious 
conduct  of  lieut.-colonel  M*Grath,  of 
theC)th,  and  major  Smith,  of  the  18th 
Native  infantry,  who  led  the  columns 
of  attack,  of  c.iptain  Mason,  com- 
manding the  artillery,  captain  Houston, 
commanding  the  6th  cavalry,  capt.iin 
Skinner,  commanding  a  corps  of  Hiu- 
doostany  horse,  and  of  all  the  officers, 
and  men,  of  engineers,  cavalry,  artil- 
lery, infantry,  and  pioneers,  engaged 
in  this  important  and  brilliant  ach'reve- 
ment. 

The  commander-in-chief  earnestly 
hopes  that  captain  Whitehead,  of  the 
pth  Native  infantry,'  lieutenant  Back- 
ley,  of  the  18th,  lieut.  Horsburgh,  of 
the  23d,  corpet  Byers,  of  the  6ih  ca- 
valry, ensigns  M'Donald  and  Cragie, 
of  the  18th  Native  infantry,  who  were 
wounded  in  the  assault  of  Bhowanie, 
will  soon  be  enabled  to  resume  their 
dufy,whilsthis  excellency,  with  regret, 
records  the  name  of  lieutenant  Stephen 
0*Brien,  of  the  22d  Native  infantry, 
now  added  to  the  number  of  those, 
who  have  gallantly  fallen  in  the  service 
of  their  country  in  Asia. 

The  commander-in-chief  is  pleased 
to  direct,  that  leave  of  absence  be  im- 
mediately granred  to  the  full  propor- 
tion authorized  for  Native  ti'oops,  in  al) 
the  corps  and  detachments  appertain- 
ing to  lieut.-colonel  Ball's  command, 
including  also  the  6th  cavalry,  Isi 
bjttalion  9th  Native  infantry,  and  other 
details  belonging  to  the  post  of  Khar- 
naul,  which  hnve  been  employed  in 
Hurrianah,  and  that  the  period  of 
tut  lor.gh,  in  those  corps,  be  extended 
until  the  end  of  January  next. 

(Signed)       H.  W^orslet, 
Adj. -Gen. 

General  orders  by  ihe  honouralle  the 
vici'-preddent  in  council.  Fort  #**/- 
Ham,  Sept  I9,  iSOg. 
The   vice-president    in  council  has 

received,  wiih  senlimen:sof  the  since- 
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capture  of  the  strong  and  important 
fortified  town  of  Bhowanie,.  by  the 
detachment  under  the  command  q( 
lieutenant-colonel  Ball. 

In  publishing  the  details  of  this  gal- 
lant exploit,  the  vice-presiHent  in 
council  desires  to  express  the  high 
sense  which  he  entertains  of  the  zeal, 
gallantry,  and  professional  skill,  mr.iU- 
fested  by  lieutenant-colonel  Ball,  in  the 
conduct  of  the  iuipouont  duty  com- 
mitted to  h'.s  charge,  by  his  excellency 
the  coininander- in-chief,  und.r  the 
authority  of  government,  and  of  the 
distinguished  perseveriince,  spirit,  and 
gallantry,  of  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command,  by  whose  energy  and 
valour  a  fortress  of  great  strength,  and 
defended  with  desperate  courage  by  a 
numerous  garrison,  fell  in  the  short 
space  of  a  tew  hours  before  the  irre- 
sistible bravery  of  the  troops. 

The  vice-president  in  council  deeply 
laments  the  loss  of  lieutenant  Stephen 
O'Brien,  of  the  ]st  battalion  22d  regt. 
Native  infantry,  and  of  the  brave  men 
who  have  fallen  in  this  arduous  and 
honourable  ser\ice  j  and  he  indulges  an 
earnest  hope  that  capiain  ^\'hi;ehead, 
lieutenants  Buckley  and-  Ilorsbiirgh,  . 
cornet  Byers,  and  en.signs  M'Donald 
and  Playfair,  and  the  non-commission- 
ed officers  and  men  who  were  wound- 
ed on  this  occasion,  will  soon  be  re- 
stored to  the  dutits  of*their  profession. 

The  vice-president  in  council  has 
particular  satisfaction  in  expressing  his 
sense  of  the  meritorious,  conduct  of 
lieutenant-cok)nel  M'Grath  of  theQth, 
and  major  Smit^i  of  the  l&th,  who 
conducted. the  assault  j  Of  captain  Ma- 
son of  the  artillery,  captain  Houston 
of  the  6th  Native  cavalry,  and  captain 
Skinner,  commanding  the  irregular 
horse  3  and  in  repeating  his  high  appro- 
bation and  applause  of  the  conduct  and 
bravery  of  the  whole  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  corps  employed  on  this 
service. 

J.  AOAM, 

Act.  sec.  to  govt-,  njil.  dept;. 
SEPT.20th.— ^Early  in  July,  according 
to  the  Hindoostan  newspapers,  Dowlut 
Rao  Scindia  pitched  his  camp  at  Mow- 
za  Sarrara,  a  place  within  10  coss  of 
the  capital.     His  sirdars,  who  were 


still  plundering  the  territory  of  Jaypore, 
and  the  other  Rajpoot  countries  1n  the 
vicinity,  had  received  orders  to  join 
him,  with  their  respective  forces. 

The  brother  of  Bala  Rao,  it  is  s&id, 
had  already  set  out  on  his  march  to 
wards  Ajmere  :  Narrain  Rao  (the  prin- 
cipal officer  in  the  service  of  Bapoojee 
Scindia)  had  come  to  Surrara  from  Sa- 
hur,  after  levying  a  chout  of  18,000 
rupees  at  the  latter  place  j  and  Bapoo- 
jee himself  was  shortly  expected  to 
follow.  Meanwhile,  Dowlut  Rao  had 
directed  Baptiste  to  march,  wi  h  his 
power,  in  the  direction  of  Kotah, — a 
state  which,  since  his  army  last  look 
the  field,  had  remained  unmolested. 
Baptiste,  according  lo  the  I  st  accounts, 
was  encamped  at  Mullareea,  a  place 
about  60  miles  from  Jaypore.  Scindia 
was  not  expected  to  continue,  for  any 
length  of  time,  in  his  position  at  Sur- 
rara. 

The  last  instalment  of  the  Jaypore 
tribute  still  remained  unliquidated. 
Scindia  was  very  urgent  and  incessant 
in  his  demands,  which  the  unfortunate 
rajah  seems  to  have  had  no  means  left 
of  satisfying. 

The  ukhbars  state,  that  Nawab 
Meer  JChan,  the  son  of  Shah  Nizam* 
U'Dheen  Ahmud,  had. lately  set  out 
from  Scindia's  camp,  on  a  political 
mission  to  Calcutta.  Previous  to  his 
departure,  he  had  an  audience  of  Scin- 
dia for  several  hours,  and  received 
from  him  his  credentials  as  vakeel, 
and  letters  to  the  governor-general. 
He  and  the  persons  of  his  suite  were, 
at  the  same  time,  honoured  with  khe- 
lauts  from  the  hand  of  their  sovereign. 

Praug  Doss,  the  Soobah  of  Gwalior, 
had  beyn  employed,  for  some  lime,  io 
besieging  the  fort  of  Gurreehind,  and 
had  written  to  Scindia,  staling  that  he 
expected  to  reduce  it  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days. 

Meer  Khan,  according  to  late  ad- 
vices, was  at  Bopaltal. 

Bengal 

Occurrences  for  October. 

Oct.  7.  An  ingenious  young  man,  as 
assistant  in  one  of  the  public  offices 
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the  presidency,  has  lately  suggested  an 
improvement  in  the  construction  of  ord- 
nance for  naval  service.  This  improve- 
ment is  simple,  and  admits  of  easy  ex- 
planation :  the  gun  is  formed  of  three 
separate  cylindars,  lying  parallel  to 
each  other,  and  closely  joined  in  their 
■whole  extent,  each  wjth  a  separate 
chamber,  and  separate  touch -hole.  The 
gun,  or  rather  the  three  guns,  thus 
formed,  is  mounted  on  its  carriage  in 
the  usual  manner,  except  that,  in* 
stead  of  being  placed  on  trunnions,  it 
rests  on  a  strong  projecting  ring, 
which  is  made  to  embrace  the  circum- 
ference of  the  gun,  near  its  point  of 
equipoise  j  and  by  a  cogged  wheel* it  is 
rendered  easily  susceptible  of  being 
turned  vertically  on  the  carriage,  so  as 
to  bring  either  of  the  touch  holes  to 
any  particular  position.  By  a  proix>sed 
improvement  in  the  carriage,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  this  triple  gun  may  be  work- 
ed with  the  same  facility  as  any  of  the 
guns  that  are  now  in  common  use. 
The  inventor  conceives  that  the  gun 
may  be  cast,  and  bored,  in  one  mass  of 
metal ;  and  it  is  alleged,  that  a  piece 
of  ordnance  of  this  consuuction, 
which  will  carry  three  six-poiinders, 
will  not  exceed  the  weight  of  metal 
necessary  for  one  twelve-pounder. 

Oct.  U. — This  day  accounts  were 
received  at  the  Bankshnll,  from  Sau- 
gor  roads  and  Kedjeree,  of  the  arrival 
of  two  inward-bound  Portuguese  ves- 
sels, a  frigate  and  a  brig  :  the  Mi- 
nerva, captain  Ignacio,  and  the  Vasco 
deGama,  from  llio  Janeiro,  whence 
they  sailed  on  the  21st  of  June.  These 
are  the  first  vessels,  under  the  Portu- 
guese flag,  that  have  enicred  the  port 
since  the  translation  of  the  courc  of 
Lisbon  to  the  Brazils, 

The  Portuguese  f\igate  mounts  48 
guns.  She  gave  convoy  to  seven  sail 
of  merchantmen  for  Africa  and  In- 
dia. 

Oct,  16. — A  daring  robbery  was 
committed  at  the  house  of  Naian 
Noondee,  a  wealthy  salt-merchant,  at 
Sulkia.  The  thieves,  after  scaling  the 
outward  wall  of  tl>e  compound,  pro- 
ceeded to  break  open  the  door  of  the 
house ;  they  then  set  tire  to  a  large 
W(>oden  chest,  containing  the  treasure 


of  the  merchant.  The  whole  stores, 
in  specie  and  jewels,  were  carried 
away ;  and  when  the  bouse  was  en- 
tered on  the  following  morning,  the 
servant,  an  old  man,  was  found  dead 
on  the  floor,  with  varioos  marks  of  in- 
jury on  the  body. 

Oct.  26. — His  excelleocy  the  com- 
mander-in-chief was  sworn  in  as  vice- 
president  in»  council,  and  deputy- 
governor  of  Fort  William,  and  took 
bis  seat  accordingly,  under  the  usual 
salute  from  the  fort. 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  his 
excellency  the  vice-president  in  coun- 
cil, in  the  political  department,  under 
date  the  315/  of  October,  I8O9,  ^^ 
C.  Lushington,  esq.  acting' secretafy 
to  government,  secret,  political,  and 
foreign  department.  Fort  IVilUam. 

Sir, 
I  am  directed  by  the  right  honorable 
the  governor-general  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  I5th 
and  lO'th  ultimo,  inclosing  copies  of  dis- 
patches, announcing  the  assault  and 
capture  of  the  fortified  town  of  Bhow- 
anie,  by  the  British  detachment  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant-c'olonel  Ball, 
and  containing  the  details  of  that  bril- 
liant and  important  achievement;  to- 
gether with  copies  of  the  general  orders, 
issued  on  the  occasion. 

The  governor-general  is  satisfied  of 
the  indispensable  necessity  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  assault  of  Bbowanie, 
and  derives  the  highest  gratification 
from  the  success  which'  has  attended 
it ;  a  success  which  must  be  productive 
of  the  happiest  effects,  in  the  complete 
establishment  of  the  British  authority, 
and  of  permanent  tranquillity,  in  the 
province  of  Hurrianna. 

The  just  applause  bestowed  by  his 
excellency  the  commander-in-chitf, 
and  the  honorable  the  vice-president  in 
council,  on  lieutenant-col. Ball,  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  detachment, 
enjployed  in  theexeattion  of  this  ardu- 
ous service,  leaves  to  the  governor- 
general  only  the  duty  of  expressing  his 
entire  and  cordial  concurrence  in  the 
sentiments  announced  by  those  authori- 
ties, in  their  respective  general  orders 
of  the  2d  and  igth  ultimo.    The  zcal^ 
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judgment,  and  professional  ability  dis- 
played by  lieutenant  colonel  Ball,  in 
the  dispositions  preparatory  to  the 
assault ;  the  eminent  exertions  and  gal- 
lantry of  those  officers,  whose  distin- 
guished merits  have  claimed  the  expres- 
sions of  specific  admiration  \  and  the 
intrepidity  and  martial  spirit  which  ani- 
mated the  wholf  body  of  officers  and 
troops  composing  the  detachment,  are 
deeply  impressed  on  the  mindof  thego- 
vemor-general.  His  lordship  consi- 
ders the  success  of  this  assault,  render- 
ed djubly  arduous  by  the  strength  of 
the  place,  and  the  desperate  resistance 
of  tlie  enemy,  as  worthy  of  being  rank- 
ed among  the  number  of  those  brilliant 
exploits  which  have  added  lustre  to  the 
British  arms,  and  security  to  the  British 
interests  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe; 
and  the  governor-general  desires  that 
his  thanks,  also,  may  be  communicated, 
individually  and  collectively  to  the  gal- 
lant officers  and  troops,  by  whose  pow- 
er and  exertions  it  had  been  accom- 
plished. 

His  lordship  unites  in  the  sentiments 
of  regret,  expressed  by  the  honorable 
the  vice-president  in  council,  and  his 
excellency  the  commander-in-chief,  at 
the  loss  which  has  been  sustained,  and 
at  the  suffer iogs  of  the  officers  and 
men,  who  have  been  wounded  on  this 
occasion  ;  and  anxiously  hopes  that,  by 
their  speedy  recovery,  the  latter  may 
again  be  restored  to  the  exercise  of 
those  professional  duties  which,  with 
distinguished  credit  to  themselves,  and 
advantage  to  the  state,  the  lat«  memo- 
rable siege  iias  called  into  action. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  N.  B.  Edmonstone, 
Secretary. 
(A  true  extract.) 

(Signed)         C.  Lushincton, 
Acting-sec.  to  govt. 
Fort  St.  George,  Oct.  10,  I8O9. 

Bengal 
Occurrences  for  November. 

Nov.  1.— Letters  from  Benares,  re- 
ceived in  the  course  of  this  week, 
state,  that  a  most  serious  affray  took 
place  in  that  city^  about  the  latter  end 


of  October,  between  the  Hindoos  and 
Mussulmauns,  in  consequence  of  the 
interruption  of  a  Hindoo  religious  pro- 
cession by  thelatter,which  caused  ascuf- 
fle ;  and  the  Mussulmauns  were  beaten 
off  the  field  of  battle,  fortunately  with- 
out the  loss  of  any  lives  on  eltiier  side. 
However,  the  enraged  disciples  of 
Mahomet,  in  order  to  be  revenged, 
proceeded  to  a  Hindoo  njut,  which 
they  levelled  to  the  ground,  and  sacri- 
ficed a  calf  on  its  ruins.  This  daring 
insult,  it  appears,  could  not  be  borne 
by  the  sons  of  Brahma  j  they  assem- 
bled in  great  numbers,  and  a  second 
reucontre  took  place,  in  which  several 
Mussulmauns  were  killedj  and,  shortly 
after,  the  commotion  became  general. 
The  tumult  was  not  appeased  until 
many  lives  were  lost  on  both  sides. 

Letters,  dated  the  24th  ultimo, 
mention  that  good  order  and  tranquil- 
lity were,  soon  after  the  above  affray, 
restored  by  the  vigilance  and  exer- 
tions of  Mr.  Ernst,  and  other  civil 
officers. 

Nov.  4— Advices  from  Umrut8ir,of 
the  20th  ultimo,  give  a  more  favourable 
picture  of  the  present  situation  of 
Sujah-ul-Moolk,  the  late  sovereign  of 
Cabul,  than  from  the  apparent  failure 
of  all  his  resources,  and  the  rapid  ex- 
tension of  his  rival's  dominions,  could 
well  havebeen  hoped  for.Tbat  prince  had 
again  appeared,  in  considerable  force, 
in  the  western  plains  of  Candahar. 
He  had  been  joined  by  numerous 
bodies  of  Doorauneesj  and,  if  the 
Hindoostan  newspapers  may  be  be- 
lieved, a  great  proportion  of  the  chief- 
tains, by  whose  aid  and  influence 
Mahmud  had  been  enabled  to  drive 
him  from  the  throne,  had,  with  the 
usual  inconstancy  of  Asiatics,  de- 
serted the  usurper's  standard,  and  re- 
turned to  their  pristine  allegiance. 

Of  all  Mahmud*s  adherents,  only 
Futteh  Khan,  and  a  few  others  of  his 
most  devoted  sirdars,  now  remained 
with  him.  But  his  strength  was  so 
much  reduced,  that  even  this  small 
band  could  not  be  expected  to  hold 
together  for  any  length  of  time, 
nor  to  wait  the  approach  of  bis  compe- 
titor. 

C  4LCUTTA,  N©^.iHQ*-The  General 
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Wellcsley,  from  the  eastward,  came 
to  her  moorings,  off  Calcutta,  yes- 
terday atternLKui.  * 

She  brings  arrounts  from  Manilla 
ard  China,  which  had  been  received 
at  Penang. , 

"i  he  Chinese  had  levied  an  exorbi- 
tant impost,  amonntingio  one  hundred 
tales,  upon  evt'ry  chest  of  opium  ;  and 
seven  ta.e  upon  each  pickle  of  cotton, 
imported  fiom  C.'ng^l  and  M.idrns. 

The  above  is  r.  i  i  lo  li.ivc  been  oc- 
rii^i(,ne  1  by  tlie  kite  (lirferenccs  at 
Cliir.a,  rnd  in  consequence  of  the 
fail  are. ot*  oue  of  the  principal  Hong 
merchants. 

Ihe  state  of  the  mat kels  at  China, 
and  to  tiie  e.i^twad,  in  general,  are 
rejire?' nicd  as  being  extremely  unfa- 
vourable. 


Fort  William,  Nov.  19. —  His 
excellency  liit-  vice-president  in  coun- 
cil has  ^rcat  satisfaction  in  publishing 
the  following  copy  of  a  dispatch  from 
the  right  honourable  the  governor-ge- 
neral, for  the  information  of  the  army. 

By  order  of  the  vice-pre.sident  in 
council, 

G.  DoWDESWtLL, 

Act.  Chief  Sec.  to  Govt. 

To  the  honouralle  J.  Luw^den,  Esq. 
vice-president  in  inuncil. 

FoKT  William.  — Honourajjlb 
Si  I?, — Thefxtrcnie  pressure  of  public 
business,  iiiciclerit  not  onlv  to  the  im- 
n  .cl..i!e  il')jecr  of  my  visit  to  this  pre- 
s'l'.Ieiicy,  but  oho  to  t'lf  preparation  of 
w.y  di:ip.uchcs  to  KiK^i'aud  by  the  ships 
u-'-.ir!i  have  saiieJ  fioni  ti)is  port,  iins, 
I::i!ierlo,  sii>pcndc(l  ilic  sa'"  factory  du- 
tv  of  rominunicdtini^,  through  tljc 
ciir-inol  of  your  autliurity,  the  senti- 
rn'  los  of  i;oi\!al  grdiitude  and  a[)pro- 
b.iof.ii.  '.vhich  dave  beeii  excited  in  my 
m  '.d  by  the  loyal  and  patriotic  ad- 
drc'v^es  anl  declarations  of  the  king's 
and  compiiiy's  bfnrors  of  the  esia- 
btishmenl  of  B -o^al,  founded  on  the 
late  prorecJin^^s  of  the  officers  of  the 
con>pau)'\  J  :r.y  on  the  coast.  I  now 
proceed  to  di^ciln•;^^•  thii  grateful  obli- 
'gation  of  my  pubnc  duty. 

'i.  I  deem  ii  pnjjjer,  in  the  first 
place,  to  eiiumeraie  the  various  ad- 


dresses and  declarations,  of  which  ei- 
ther copies,  or  the  originals,  have  been 
tian^mitted  to  me. 

Addresses*  to  kh  excellency  the    cotjI" 
mander-in-chief. 

From  all  the  corps  stationed  at  Mut- 
tra,  as  follows : — 

Colonel  Wood,  the  commanding 
officer,  and  station  staff  at  Muttra. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Stovin,  and  the 
otTicers,  of  his. majesty's  17th  regt.  'of 
foot. 

Major  A.  Knox,  and  the  officers, 
of  the  2d  regiment  Native  cavalry. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Frith,  and  the 
officers,  of  the  8th  regiment  Native 
cavalry. 

Major  Richardson,  and  the  officers, 
of  the  2d  battalion  14lh  regiment  Na- 
tive infantry. 

Captain  Or  rock,  and  the  officers,  of 
the  2d  battalion  17th  regiment  Native 
infanliy. 

An  address  from  colonel  Marshall, 
and  the  officers,  of  the  station  of  Kur- 
nool. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  Browne, 
and  the  officers  andstaif,  of  the  corps 
of  the  station  of  Agra,  forming  part 
of  the  Muttra  division  of  the  field 
army. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  Ball,  and 
officers,  at  Rewaree,  Goorgwau,  and 
Delhi. 

From  major  M'Morine,  and  officers, 
of  the*  1st  battalion  lOth  regt.  Native 
infnntry,  at  Delhi. 

From  captain  Cartwright,  and  offi- 
cei.>,  of  the  2d  battalion  24lh  regt. 
Naiivc  infai^try,  and  captain  Shaw  and 
otiicer;i  of  a  detachment  of  the  2d 
battalion,  J 3th  regt.  at  Delhi. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  M'Grath, 
and  oilicers,  of  the  detachment  at 
Klioluk. 

f'roTO  lieut.-colonel  Mawby,  and 
officers  and  staff,  of  his  majesty's  53d 
regt.  of  foot  at  Cavvnpore. 

Declarations  addressed  to  the  Adjutant" 
general. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  Gillespie, 
and  officers,  of  hi-?  majesty's  8th  regt. 
light  dragoons,  at  Cawnpore. 

From  lieutCDant-colooel  Cunning- 
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harae,  and  officers,  of  the  corps,  sta- 
tioned at  Lucknow. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  Oclxerlony, 
and  officers,  stationed  at  Lundhiana. 

Addresses  to  major- general  SL  Leger, 
viz. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  Lawtie,  and 
officers,  of  the  1st  battalion  18tli  regt. 
at  Cawnpore. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  Horsford, 
and  officers,  of  the  artillery,  at  Cawn- 
pore. 

Addresses  to  major-general  Macdonald, 
viz. 

From  cnptain  Hickman,  command- 
ing the  1st  ba*t.  1st  regiment  Native 
infantry,  at  Mir/.npt)re,  on  th<"  part  of 
himself  and  the,o<lict^rs  ot'  thar  (('rps. 

Letter  to  rap'ain  Brwiiu,  brigade- 
major  of  the  siii'ion  ^^t  Chunar,  from 
iieut.-colonel  Wi.^uims,  t  (^mnianfling 
the  2d  battalion  5:!i  rci^iment  Native 
infantry,  on  the  part  ol  himself  and  the 
officers  of  that  corps. 

Addresses  to  major-general  Clarke,  viz, 

Fronr  lieiii. -colonel  Goulon,  and 
officers,  of  his  majcbty's  O/ih  regt.  of 
foot,  at  Dinapore. 

From  major  Wcguelin,  and  officers, 
of  the  honourable  company's  Euro- 
pean regiment,  at  Dinapore. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  Crow,  and 
officers,  of  the  ist  battalion  7tb  regti 
Native  infantry,  at  Dinapore. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  Fergusson, 
in  behalf  of  himself  and  officers,  of 
the  2d  battalion  7th  regt.  Native  infin- 
try,  at  Kissengunge. 

Addresses  to  major-general  Palmer. 

From  lieutenant-colonel, De  Castro, 
commanding  the  25th  regt.  Native  in- 
fantry, on  the  part  of  the  corps  at 
Berhampore, 

From  lieutenant-colonel  M'Cullock, 
on  the  part  of  himself  and  the  officers 
of  the  1st  batt.  14th  regt.  at  Midna- 
pore. 

From  major  Burton,  commanding 
the  1st  battalion  25th  regiment,  in  be- 
half of  himself  and  officers,  at  Dacca. 

Letter  from  major  Fetherslone,  com- 
manding 2d  division  of  the  1st  batt. 


25th  regiment,  at  Chittagong,  to  ma- 
jor Burton,  inclosed  in  the  foregoing. 

Addresses  to  the  governor-general. 

From  major-gen.  Macdonald,  com- 
manding at  the  station  of  Chunar. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  Need,  and 
officers,  of  his  majesty's  24th  regiment 
light  dragoons. 

From  lieutenant-colonel  Martindell, 
and  officers,  of  the  station  of  Keytah 
in  Bundlecund. 

3.  These  addresses  and  declarations 
breathe  the  sentiments  of  the  purest 
loyalty,  and  of  the  most  animated  at- 
tachment to  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  our  country,  a  love  of  social  order, 
and  a  just  conception  of  the  crimina- 
lity and  danger  of  a  departure  from 
the  establish  d  principles  of  military 
subordination. 

4.  I  have  received  the  expression 
of  these  loyal  ar.d  honourable  senti- 
ments with  the  most  lively  satisfaction. 

My  personal  confidence  in  the  ho- 
nour and  fidelity  of  the  army  of  Eng- 
land, required  no  confirmation,  and 
could  not  be  augmented ;  but  my  mind 
is  highly  gratified  by  this  seasonable 
manifestation  to  the  world,  of  that  ar- 
dent devotion  to  public  duty,  and  to 
the  Fen  ice  of  our  country,  which  seeks 
for  utterance,  most  of  all,  in  moments 
of  exigency,  and  furnishes  by  weight 
and  influence  alone,  even  where  active 
exertion  is  not  required,  one  of  the 
firmest  and  most  efficient  supports  of 
the  state. 

5.  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of 
professing,  in  the  most  solemn  and  pub- 
lic manner,  the  total  discredit,  with 
which,  at  liie  time  of  their  most  indus- 
trious circulation,  J  heard,  in  common 
with  the  public  of  Calcutta,  the  calum- 
nious and  detestable  reports,  to  which 
allusion  has  been  made  in  most  of  the 
addresses  above  enumerated.  It  would 
have  afiorded  me  much  satisfaction  to 
trace  these  disgraceful  fabrications  to 
such  a  source,  as  should  have  subjected 
the  guilty  parties  to  the  severest  penal- 
ties of  the  law.  But  in  Bengal  these 
scandalous  rumours  were  too  general 
and  indefinite  to  be  brought  home  to 
individuals  concerned  in  thehr  propaga- 
tion, and  tlie  share,  which  some  of  the 
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,  committees  oftbe  coast  army  have  been 
too  distinctly  found  to  have  taken,  in 
deluding  their  brethren  by  such  decep- 
tions, has  been  buried  in  the  general 
oblivion,. which  now  happily  covers  the 
^vi)ole  raa'ss  of  past  errors. 

\  d.  The  army  6f  Bengal  will  lenrn, 
with  sentiments  alike  of  public  and 
Jraternal  satistaclion,  that  the  of^cers 
of  the  coast  army  are  now  actuaied  by 
every  sentiment  which  becomes  their 
honourable  profession,  and  have  obtain- 
ed the  cordial  return  of  undiminished 
conhdence  from  their  government. 

7.  This  happy  aspect  of  our 
'affairs  is  the  more  a  subject  of  giatifica- 
tion  and  joy  to  every  virtuous  bosom, 
as  the  noblq  part,  which  our  sovereign 
and  his  empire  are  now  acting  on  the 
great  theatre  of  the  world,  demands  the 
union  of  all  our  energies,  and  as  every 
attempt  to  divide  us  is  not  only  a  de- 
sertion from  the  glorious  labours  of  our 
country,  but  from  the  cause  of  the 
human  race  itself. 

8.  It  is  superfluous  to  stale  that  I 
most  cordially  concur  in  the  sentiments 
ot  confidence,  respect,  and  applause, 
whic.;i  have  been  declared  lo  the  army 
of  Bengal  in  the  general  orders  of  the 
Xhi  of  AugLst,  publi^h^d  under  your 
authority,  and  in  those  assurances  of 
nijplitif  it'ii;!nce  on  the  iitielity  and 
alt.ichiuent  of  the  olficers  of  that  army, 
V.  hicii  have  been  atlofdetlin  the  replies 

•  jlireciod  by  vdu  to  be  retun:ed  to  the 
acMpi  a>e.s  cotiiinuiiicated  to  jou  froni 
t  ij  -everai.iniii'ary  si.Uions  undrr  the 
pitr.if'.enev  "^  l'^>rt  Wflliam. 

9.  It  only  remains  to  request,  that 
ti-e  conic/. I.  of  ih.s  di.s[icitcli  luay  be 
:..a-:e  known  to  all  the  oliirer^  who, 
(•;i  ih'is  (Hcaii(.n,  have  so  honourably 
:inint^v(t.d  il.e.i  ioyal  and  pairioiic 
..:»;oiir    in   tlic    various  a;ltirvS'>eb   and 

.cci.u.'/.ii'n-,  wiiith  have  been  commu- 
iicaicd  to  11 -e.  , 

'   1  iiave  t!)e  Iionour  to  be. 
Honourable  Sir, 
Vo'^r  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

MlNTO. 

F'jri  Si.  i'ejrge,  October  23,  IbOg. 

To  y.  B.  Eclmo/istnne,  Esq,  chief  secret 
tary  to  guveruineiit, 
Calcutta, — Nov.  22. — Sir, — It  is 
will  extreme  concern  lannounce  loyou. 


for  the  inforraatiooofthenghthonoar- 
able  lord  Minto,    governor-general  in 
council,  thatthe  H.  C.  ship,  Streatliam, 
late  under  my  command,  was  captured 
on  the  3 1st  May  last,  by  La  Caroline, 
French  frigate,  commanded  by   Mon- 
sieur Ferretier,  Lieutenant  de  Vaisseau. 
Before  I  proceed  to  the  detail  of  this 
unfortunate  affair,  it  is  necessary  that 
I  should  go  back  to  the  25th  of  May, 
the  day  on  which«the  fleet' parted  com- 
pany with  H^M.  ship  Victor.    Ttie 
preceding  night  had  been  exceedingly 
dark  and  squally,  attended   with  much 
rain,  so  that  captain  Stopford's  light 
was  seldom  visible.     At   day  light,  on 
the  25th  the  H.  C.   ships  Streatbam, 
Europe,    Monarch,    lord   Keith,  and 
earl  Spencer,  were  all  close  together, 
but    the    Victor    was    not    in    sight. 
Knowing  we  were  very  near  the  N  ico- 
bar  islands,  and  concluding  that  captain 
Stopford    had  put    about  during    the 
night,  which  the  badness  of  the  weather 
had  prevented  the  fleet  from  observing, 
at  seven  in  the  morning  I  made  the 
signal  for  wearing,  and  stood  to  the  N. 
W.  to  enable  us  to  weather  the  islands, 
directing  a  good  look  out  to  be  kepi  for 
the    Victor — shortly    after,    two    sail 
were  seen  in  th«  N.  E.  at  a  great  dis- 
tance, and  I  bore  up  in  the  Streatham, 
in  hopes  of  finding  the  Commodore, 
but  as   they  continued  to  stand  on  to 
the    Southward,  wiiliout  taki  g    any 
notice  of  us,  I  concluded  they  were  two 
of  the  country  ships,  that  left  Bengal  in 
company  with  us,  bound  to  the  east- 
ward J  the  weather  becoming  thick  and 
squally,  these  ships  were  ^soon  out  of 
sin  lit.     Being  the  senior  officer,  I  took 
charge  of  the  fleet,  agreeable   to  my 
instructions,  and  made  sail  close  haul- 
ed to  the  N.  W.  judging  that  to  be  the 
most  likely  way  to  rejoin  the  Victor. 
May  the  26th,  early  in  the  morning, 
captain   Hawes,  of  ihd   H.  C.   extra- 
ship.  Monarch,  communicated  to   me, 
by  telegraph,  that  his  leak  had  increas- 
ed to  a  most  alarming  extent,  that  the 
ship  now  made  26  inches  of  water  per 
hour,  and  that  he  was  desirous  of  mak- 
ing the  best  of  his  way  to  Prince  of 
Wales's  island  to  get  it  stopt,  but  did 
not  think  it  safe,  considering  the  state 
his  ship  was  in,  to  proceed  alone.     I 
in..  —  ^iately  made  the  sicnal  for  com- 
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xnanders ;  captains  Gehton  and  Hawes 
came  on  board;  captains  Campbell  and 
Fleming  were  prevented  attending  by 
illness. 

After  bearing  captain  Hawes*8  state- 
ment of  the  condition  his  ship  was  in. 
Captain  Grelston  and  myself  were  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to 
go  alone,  accordingly,  I  wrote  officially 
to  captain  Heming^of  the  H.  C.  extra- 
ship.  Earl  Spencer,  directing  him  to 
accompany  the  Monarch  to  Prince  of 
Wales's  Island,  and  put  himself  under 
captain  Ha wes's  orders.  Sometime  pre- 
vious to  this,  it  had  been  determined, 
at  a  consulation  of  commanders,  held  on 
board  the  Monarch,  by  order  of  captain 
Stopford,  that  it  was  necessary  she 
should  put  into  Prince  of  Wales's  Island,' 
to  stop  her  leak,  and  captain  S.  had 
signified  his  i mention  to  see  her  in^ 
when  he  should  leave  the  fleet. 

May  31.— Latitude  9°  15  north, 
'longitude  90°  30  east,  in  company  with 
the  honourable  company's  snips,Europe 
and  Lord  Keith,  at  daylight,  (half  past 
five,)  a  strange  sail  was  seen  from  the 
deck  bearing  S.  by  W.  we  were  then 
standing  on  a  wind  to  the  S.  S.  E.  by  E. 
under  double  reefed  top-sails,  the  wea- 
ther very  squally,  with  a  good  deal  of 
sea.  I  made  the  private  signal  to  the 
stranger,  whom  I  perceived  to  be  a 
frigate,  and  as  he  did  not  answer  it,  I 
made  the  signal  at  6  A.  M.  to  our  ships 
to  clear  for  action,  and  a  few  minutes 
after  to  form  the  line  of  battle,  shorten- 
ing sail  to  the  top-sails  and  fore-sail  for 
that  purpose.  1  also  directed  the  Pack- 
ets to  be  got  to  hand,  to  be  destroyed 
in  case  of  necessity.  The  stranger 
continued  to  approach  us,  and  at  half 
past  six,  being  close  along  side,  the 
Europe  to  windward,  which  was  the 
stemmost  ship  in  the  line,  hoisted 
French  colours,  and  fired  his  broadside 
*  into  h6r.  I  hauled  our  fore-sail  up 
instantly  to  support  the  Europe,  and 
endeavoured  to  bring  some  of  our  guns 
to  bear  on  the  frigate,  but  without 
effect,  being  so  nearly  in  our  wake ;  the 
Europe  retarned  his  fire  very  briskly, 
and  the  enemy,  after  engaging  her  for 
sometime,  passed  a-head  of  the  Europe, 
and  ranging  np  on  the  lee  quarter  of 
the  Streatham>  within  pistol  shot^  cqqi- 


menced  firing  a  little  before  seven  A» 
M.  which  was  instantly  returned,and  the 
action  continued,  without  intermission, 
till  very  near  8  o'clock,  long  before 
which  time  every  carronade  on  the 
upper  deck  was  dismounted  on  the  side 
'we  engaged,  and  the  ship,  from  the 
effect  of  the  ^enemy's  fire,  wholly  un- 
manageable, every  brace  and  bow-line,' 
haulyards,  sheets,  &c.  and  most  of  the 
standing  rigging  cut  away,  the  lower 
masts  badly  wuunded,  several  shot  in 
the  hull;  and  the  sails  rendered  useless. 
Our  defence  being  confined  to  the 
gun  deck  alone  I  sent  Mr.  Maxwell, 
the  chief  officer,  below  to  encourage 
the  people  at  the  guns  ;  he  returned 
shortly  after  to  inform  me  that  the 
Chinese  and  Portugivese,  who  were 
stationed  on  the  gun  deck,  could  nor, 
by  anyexeriion  of  the  officers,  be  kept 
to  their  quarters,  deserting  as  fast  as 
they  were  brought  back,  and  that  our 
firing  was  almost  exclusively  maintain- 
ed by  the  Europeans,  who  had  been 
quartered  to  the  up(per  deck  guns.  I 
sent  Mr.  Maxwfell  below  again  to  make 
another  effort  for  the  defence  of  the 
ship,  and,  at  the  same  time,  ordered  the 
packets,  &c.  to  be  thrown  overboard. 
Finding  from  Mr.  Maxwell's  report 
that  all  the  efforts  of  4 he  officers  to 
keep  the  Chinese,  &c.  to  stand  at  their 
quarters  were  unavailing,  and  the 
enemy's  fire  continuing  to  be  very  de- 
structive, the  ships  being  so  close,  I 
consulted  with  Mr.  Maxwell  what  was 
best  to  be  done  j  and  being  of  opinion 
that  a  longer  resistance  was  hopeless, 
considering  the  condition  of  the  ship, 
and  only  sacrificing  the  lives  of  the 
few  Englishmen  we  had  remaining  j 
at  8  A.  M.  most  reluctantly  I  ordered 
the  colours  to  be  struck.  The  Europe 
and  Lord  Keith  also  engaged  the  enemy, 
while  along  side  the  Streatham,  but 
his  whole  attention  was  directed  to  us. 
Tlie  frigate  mounts  46  guns,  viz.  28 
J8-pdr8.  on  the  main  deck,  8  3ti-pdr?,. 
carronades,  and  10  long  8  pdrs,  oh 
tlie  quarterdeck  and  forecastle,  besides 
20  swivels  carrying  a  1-lb.  ball,  distri- 
buted in  the  tops  and  round  the  gun- 
wales, with  a  complement  of  400  men, 
all  Europeans.  Sho  had  only  left  the 
Sand   He%d|jJi55c^^^before  our^ 
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fleet  sailed,  after  cruizing  there  three 
weeks,  during  which  she  captured  a 
small  brig  going  to  Madras,  which  sail- 
ed with  H.  M.  ship,  Rattlesnake,  and 
their  vva'er  getting  short,  she  put  into 
ti>e  Car  Nicobar  ishind  to  till  up. 
While  wafeiing  there,  the  Silenus,  an 
Aineric^iu  ship  thnt  sailed  with  us, 
appe:iring  off  the  island,  the  tW^Me 
detained  her,  and  obtaint^d  every  intor- 
maiion  respecting  the  fleer,  the  force 
of  the  ships,  convoy,  ikc.  and  snl!ed  di- 
rectly in  quest  of  us,  so  that  upon  the 
fiist  view  of  onr  ships,  he  knew  imme- 
diately what  we  were. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  I  inform 
you,  that  I  received  every  assistance, 
duriiig  the  action,  frc^rn  Mr.  Maxwell, 
chief  oHieer  ;  the  rest  of  the  officers 
conducted  themselves  to  my  entire 
satisfaction,  and  nothing  could  exceed 
ihe"  determined  bravery  of  the  few 
Knglishmen  I  had  on  board,  which 
enabled  me  to  defend  the  ship  sO  Idug 
against  so  very  snj)erior  a  force  ;  1  re- 
gret to  say  that  3  of  them  weic  killed 
and  2  wounded. 

J  alio  feel  much  indebted  to  Major 
Leathart  and  J  Jeutenant  Goldsnap,  of 
tlii^  honourable  company's  service, who, 
with  two  or  three  invalided  soldiers, 
}  ept  up  a  constant  lire  ot  mus?juelry 
during  the  wliole  of  the  action. 

'J  i.e  Lnrope  was  under  the  ntcessity 
of  ^urienderini^  shf.rtlv  after  me,  the 
j)anieulars  of  which  Cipiain  (t 'iston 
will  ac(pi:nnt  yon  wiih  j  he  rendered 
ew  ly  8n[)porr  to  me,thai  circnniitances 
would  ;:dmit  of,  and  J  am  liaj^py  tofuid 
tlni  he  s|Kak>  in  hi^h  commendation 
of  his  otiicers  and  ship's  company. 
'li)e  (li'iaMed  btaie  of  the  Sirealliam 
and  Kui  ore  prevented  the  trij^^te 
frr-u)  capturing  the  Lord  Keith,  wiiich 
her  very  supeiior  s.niing  would  ea'>ily 
Ii  \\K-  t-n  il  k'd  hvr  tt)do,  and  being,  nlao, 
f-i\(M;it\-l  by  its  coming  on  tiiiek  wea- 
't'uT  uith  tain,  rapiain  Campbell,  foriu- 
na:ely  escaped.  It  necupied  them 
nearly  tlnve  days  to  \>u{  the  ships  in  a 
eondiiion  to  make  saii,af  er  which  lliey 
res(»l\ed  upon  n;aking  for  these  islands, 
aiu!  arrived  here  on  the  2lKt  July. 

It  is  a  jn.-tiee  due  to  M.  Ferretier, 
captain  ol  La  Caroline,  to  say^  that  we 


have  been  treated  by  him  and  his  offi- 
cers, wjih  very  great  politeness  and 
attention  j  and  the  hospitality  and 
kindness  of  the  inhabitantsof  this  place, 
towards  us,  have  been  unbounded. 

Eiiclosed  is  an  abstract  of  the  Streat- 
hauj's  ship's  company  on  the  day  of 
action. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
John  Dale. 
Late  com.  H.  C.  ship,  Sireatham. 
Si.  Paul's,  LU'  Bonuparli'y 
Sept.  4,  ibog. 

Si  RFATHAM's    SHir's    CoMPAKY. 


ij'Li>>h,       -     -     - 

- 

.  44 

i'ou-igners,     -     - 

• 

-   16 

Ciiijcse,    -     -     - 

• 

-  'A3 

Lascars,     -     -     - 

- 

-  40 

Invalid  Soldiers,  - 

- 

.     4 

Total  .     137 


To  the  ch'hf  scLU'tary  of  government , 
Fart  William. 

Sir, —  Capfarn  Dale,  the  senior 
oftic-.  r  of  the  tleei,  w  ij^eh  left  the  Sand- 
heads  im  the  second  of  May,  wiJJ,  nO 
doubt,  give  you  an  account  of  its  pro- 
ceedin:^^  fjr  the  information  of  his 
lord  si  J ;  J)  in  council  j  it  is  for  nie  only 
to  give  .'u  M  »(junt  of  liio  p:'ocecdings 
(U  tne  Kii'  '  ./.ourable  ceir.pany's  ship, 
i^urope,  (I,  {he  dav  we  ieil  in  with, 
ard  snn\'iKK  led  to  lie  t'rench  national 
lVi,^a:e,  I^  Catoline,  of  loriy-six 
giUiS,  and  four  hundred  men,  Euro- 
peans, being  then  in  company  with 
the  honourable  cotnpany's  ship,  Streat- 
]jam,  and  extra  ship,  Ivord  KeiiJ). 

On  the  31. St  May,  at  half  past  five, 
A.  ^L  saw  a  sliange  sail  to  the  S.  W. 
sunding  to  the  N.  \V.  in  latitude 
abnu  i)'  :k)  N.  and  Long,  gip  go' 
cast,  ai)out  seven  miles  distant.  We 
at  ti.^t  took  her  for  his  Majesty's  ship, 
Victor,  our  convoy,  who  had  sepa- 
r.ncd  liom  us  j  but  soon  after  perceiv- 
ing it  was  not,  and  her  coming  down 
to  us  before  the  wind,  1  called  the 
hands  to(juarters,  and<:Ieared  the  ship 
for  aeiion.    The  Sireatham  then  made 
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the  private  signal,  which,  on  her  not 
answering,  made  the  signal  "  to  have 
fihips  particularly  clear  for  action." 
At  that  time  we  were  ^bout  a  mile 
a-stern  of  the  Streatham,  blow- 
ing fresh,  upon  a  wind,  carrying  all 
possible  sail  to  close  with  her.  About 
quarter  past  six,  the  frigate  came 
abreast  of  our  starboard  quarter  near 
pistol  shot  distance,  hoisted  her  French 
colours,  and  fire^  a  shot,  and  imme- 
diately on  hoisting  ours,  a  broadside, 
which  we  immediately  returned.  She  , 
kept  abreast  of  us,  at  that  distance,  for 
near  forty  minutes,  keeping  up  a  con- 
stant fire,  which  we  did  also,  though 
latterly,"  the  carronades  on  the  quarter 
deck  were  all  dismounted,  and  the 
three  foremost  guns  on  the  gun-deck 
reported  to  me  unserviceable. 

The  frigate  then  passed  ahead  of  us, 
crossed  us,  and  gave  us  a  raking  broad- 
side, and  made  for  the  Streat- 
ham. I  persevered  in  carrying  all 
possible  sail  in  hopes  of  acting  with  the 
.  Streatham,  though  we  were  very  much 
damaged  both  in  sails  and  rigging. 
Oar  fore-top-sail-yard  was  in  two,  the 
jib  and  stay-sails  in  atoms.  Two  shot 
through  the  fore- mast.  Four  of  the 
vtarboard,  and  two  of  the  larboard, 
fore  shrouds  gone,  the  top-gallant 
sails,  top-sails,  braces,  and  bowlines, 
all  almost  useless.  We  got  the  yard 
tackles  down, and  got  the  sails  to  rights, 
as  well  as  the  time  would  allow,  so  as 
to  endeavour  to  bring  our  larboard  guns 
to  bear,  which,  as  soon' as  we  could, 
we  commenced  again.  Near  eight 
q'clock  he  wore  from  the  Streatham, 
gave  a  broadside  in  passing  to  the 
Lord  Keith,  and  came  round  on  bur 
larboard  quarter,  backed  his  main-yard, 
and  continued  firing  at  us  for  about  ten 
minutes,  during  which  lime  we  re- 
turned it  whenever  a  shot  would  tell  5 
he  then  made  sail  and  stood  to  the 
N.  W.  About  twenty  minutes  after 
eigiit,  I  hailed  the  Streatham,  and 
Captain  Dale  told  me  he  was  obliged' 
to  strike.  The  Lord  Keith,  at  this  time, 
had  made  all  sail  upon  a  wind  to  the 
southward,  in  appearance  not  the  least 
damaged,^— it  struck  me  immediately 
that  the  only  possible  means  we  had 


now  of  escaping,  and  likewise  the 
only  n^cnns  ot"  assisting  the  Lord  Keith 
of  d(;ing  the  sanie,  was,  by  keeping 
before  the  wintl,  and  {:\^xy  exertion 
was  made  to  repair  our  dam  ige^,  aiid  to 
set  as  much  sail  as  our  danine^cd  state 
would  admit :  though  at  ihat  time  we 
hnd  four  feet  water  in  the  hold,  and 
gainini;  on  us  fist.  At  a  quarter  b»*fore 
nine  the  frigate  tacked  and  stood  for 
the  Streatham,  to  take  possession  of 
her;  some  time  after  I  perceived  her 
intention  of  following  us  —  I  tlum 
called  a  consuitMtion  of  my  officers, 
withthe  twoseniormerchantson  board, 
Alexander  Wright,  Esq.  and  Cecil 
Smith,  Esq.  and  cnptaiii  Bean  of  his 
Majesty's  17th  regiment,  passengers  j 
who  were  all  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  any  further  resistance  from  our 
disabled  state  (and  at  that  lime  six  feet 
water)  would  be  fruitless  ;  I  then  or- 
dered all  packets  and  p;ipers  to  be 
thrown  overboard,  and  at  ten  o'clock, 
the  frigate  being  neargun-bhot,  and  the 
Lord  Keith  almost  out  of  sight  to 
windward,  I  was  under  the  painful 
necessity  of  ordering  the  colours  to  be 
struck  :  and  I  trust,  Sir,  his  lordship 
in  council  willdome  t-ne  honour  to 
believe,  that  it  was  not  before  every 
exertion,  on  our  part,  was  made  for 
the  defence  of  the  ship,  thar  tie  co- 
lours were  struck  to  a  iorcv^  >';  ^:"  a  Iv 
our  superior,  as  our  total  na-.utj^-  df 
British  was  only  forty-one,  foreigner* 
thirty-one,  and  lascars  fifty-six. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inforiii  you, 
that  Mr.  Hardyman,  chief-otficer,  as 
well  as  Messrs.  Jackson,  H.ill,  Ciiare- 
tirand  Mdls,  did  their  duty  in  a  most 
handsome  manner.  The  peiiy  officers 
and  the  Europeans  did,  also,  behave 
with  great  courage;  but  as  for  the 
lascars  they  were  onty  in  the  way. 

I  am  sorry  to  add,  we  had  two  sea-  I 
men  killed,  Thomas  Roberts  and  John 
Harmony,    and    one  lai»car    wound-  \ 
ed.  # 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  Gelston, 
Lnte  com.  H.  C.  ship,  Europe. 

hh  of  Bonaparte,  Sept.  5,  I8O9. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  his  er- 
cellency  general  Decaen,    captain^ 
general,  tSfc.  by  M,  Ferretier,  HeU' 
tenant  de  vaisseau,  and  commanding 
his  majesty* s Jugate,  the  Caroline. 
Gekeral, — I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  you,  that  on  the22d  of  July, 
I  entered  the  bay  of  St. Paul's  with 
his  majesty's  frigate  Caroline,  and  two 
ships  of  the  fenglish  East- India  com- 
pany, namely,  the  S treat  ham  and  Eu- 
rope, which  I  captured  in  the  bay  of 
Bengal.    These   two  vessels  are  very 
richly  laden :  their  cargoes  consist  in 
principal  part,  of  11)98  boxes  of  indi- 
go, 1514  bales  of  piece-goods,  1843 
bales  of  silk,  1 1,000  bags  of  salt  petre, 
and  25  bales  of  handkerchiefs. 

Extract  from  the  log  book  of  M. 
Ferretier,  commanding  the  Caroline 
frigate. 

**  May  31.— Being  in  lat.  g^  15  N. 
and  87.  20.  East,  3  'three-masted  ves- 
sels were  discovered  to  leeward,  bear- 
ing N.  N.  £.  distant  about  3  leagues, 
on  their  starboard  tacks,  with  all  sail 
set.  Towards  live  A.  M.^  having  made 
my  dispositions  to  engage,  1  steered 
for  the  strange  ships,  which  continued 
on  their  cour^  without  alteration : — 
on  approaching,  they  made  private 
signals  to  us ;  which  not  being  an- 
swered, they  made  signals  to  one  ano- 
ther. I  then  discovered  them  to  be 
company's  ships,  each  with  a  tier  of 
guns,  and  carronades  on  their  upper 
deck.  I  immediately  stationed  ray 
people  at  their  quarters.  The  high 
contidence  and  enthusiasm  that  pre- 
vailed throughout  my  ship's  company, 
assured  me  of  success  in  the  unequal 
attack  that  we  were  about  to  make. 

"  At  six  A.  JVI.,  being  within  short 
musquet  range  of  the  stern-most  ship, 
we  hoisted  ttie  French  flag,  which  was 
saluted  by  all  my  officer*  and  men,  with 
three  cheers  of  fong  live  the  Emperor  I 
-\  and  the  engagement  began.     Our  fire 
;  was  so  snpporied  that  this  vessel,  afier 
h:^ving  ("oui^ht  for  40  minutes,  sought 
j    to  Withdraw   from  the  reach  of  our 
K^'ns,  in  order  to  repair  her  damage. 
Her  lire  was  at  first  brisk,  but  slack- 
ened towards  the  end.    This  ship  was 


completely  disabled;  and  seeing  the 
impossibility,  in  her  condition,  to  es- 
cape, I  steered  for  the  ship  a-head, 
which  bore  the  flag  of  comniodore.  I 
manned  the  starboard  guns,  with  orders 
not  to  tire  'till  within  pistol  shot.  At  10 
minutes  before  seven,  after  engaging 
her  for  an  hour,  during  which  time  the 
two  other  vessels  neared  us,  and  gave 
us  several  broadsides  on  the  larboard 
quarter. 

"  At  half-past  7,  I  bad  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  the  master,  M.  Vander- 
cruce,  an  officer  of  distinguished  me- 
rit.    His  head  was  carried  oflF  by  a 
cannon  shot,  while  at  my  side  on  the 
quarter  deck.    The  same  shot  took  oflF 
the  half  of  my  hat,  and  wounded  me 
in  the  cheek.     I  instantly  called  M. 
Rabaudy,  the  officer  second  in  com- 
mand, on  the  gun-deck,  to  replace  M. 
Vandercruce.  At  eight  o'clock,  our  fire 
having  been  uniformly  kept  up  with 
the  utmost  spirit,    the   commodore's 
ship  struck  her  colours.     Upon  this,  I 
took  on  board  my  larboard  tacks,  and 
made  for  the  other  two  ships,  and  run- 
ning along  side,  began  to  engage  them. 
I  ran  particularly  close  to  the  vessel 
a- head,  and  our  two  fir^t  broadsides 
were  so  well  directed,  that  she  shame- 
fully took  to  flight.    The  second  ves- 
sel being  on  the  opposite  tack,  gave  us 
two  broadsides,  and  stood  before  the 
wind :  we  then  stood  on  the  same  tack 
with  her,  and  passing  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  vessel  that  had  already 
struck,  I  determined  to  take  possession 
of  her  immediately,  and  sent   Mon- 
sieur V.  Rabaudy  on  board  with  order 
to  take  charge  and  continue  in  com- 
mand of  her.     As  soon  as  he  got  on 
board,  he  sent  the  English  captain  and 
officers  on  board  the  frigate     I   then 
hoisted  in  my  boat,  and  stood  for  the 
disabled  vessel,  which  was  now  to  lee- 
ward, and  endeavouring  to  make  off, 
her  colours  still  flying.      This  ship, 
finding  that  we  were  standing  towards 
her,  and  coming  up  vt  »y  fast,  hove  to, 
and  struck  her  colours.  I  sent  on  board 
M.  Desplanches  to  take  command  of 
the  prize.     The  report,  which  he  had 
made  to  me  of  the  bad  condition  of  this 
vessel,  having  received  three  shots  be- 
tween wind  and  water  from  which  she 
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bad  made  12  feet  water,  and  the  da- 
mage that  the  other  prize  had  sustained 
in  her  masts  and  rigging,  obliged  me, 
to  my  great  regret,  to  permit  the  third 
ship,  which  was  already  three  leagues 
to  windward,  to  escape. 

"  We  then  proqseded  to  shift  the 
prisoners  and  their  baggage,  from  the 
prizes  to  the  frigate.  The  number  of 
European  prisoners,  on  board  the  two 
ships,  amounted  to  200.  The  pumps 
of  the  Europe  were  unable^  with  the 
few  people  that  were  on  board,  to  keep 
her  free,  I  therefore  sent  M.  Bazin  on 
board,  with  a  strong  gang  of  hands 
from  my  ship's  company,  to  give  all 
the  assistance  that  was  necessary. 

'*  The  zeal,  with  which  M.  Bazin 
and  the  officer  commanding,  applied 
in  repairing  the  damages  of  this  ship, 
put  her  in  'a  condition  to  reach  this 
island.  I  also  sent  a  party  on  board 
the  Streatham  to  repair  her  damages. 
Having  employed  two  days  to  place 
these  two  ships  in  a  state  to  proceed, 
I  finally  determined  to  convoy  them  to 
these  islands.  The  Streatham  being  in 
condition  to  keep  her  guns,  of  which 
ahe  had  36  18-pounders,  I  put  on 
board  a  party  of  French  seamen,  in 
order  that  M.  Rabaudy,  who  was  in 
command,  might  assist  me,  in  case  of 
meeting  with  an  enemy.  The  Europe 
had  the  same  complement  of  guns  as 
the  Streatham,  but  having  been  obliged 
to  throw  a  great  part  of  them  over- 
board to  lighten  her,  I  sent  ho  more 
hands  on  board  that  vessel,  than  were 
sufficient  for  her  safety." 

There  are  two  mis-statements  in  cap- 
tain Ferretier's  account — the  first, 
where  he  says,  there  were  200  Euro- 
peans on  board  the  two  Indiamen.  In- 
stead of  Europeans,  he  probably  in- 
tended to  say  200  Christians  j  men, 
women,  and  children,  all  of  whom, 
including  the  Asiatic,  Portuguese,  and 
Manilla  mep,  probably  did  amount  to 
200 ;  but  the  chief  part  of  the  crew 
of  both  ships  was  Composed  of  las- 
cars  and  Chinese.  The  second  mis- 
statement in  his  account  is,  that  the 
Streatham  had  36  gi.ns,  1^- pounders. 
She  had  certainly  26  ports,  but  only 
20  guns  on  her  gun-deck,  and  10  on 
her  quarter-deck.  It  was,  however,  of 


little  consequence  what  was  the  num- 
ber of  her  guns.  Of  what  avail  would 
have  been  an  hundred  guns  with  28 
men  to  fight  them  ? 

Extract  of  a  letter,  received  at  Cal- 
cutta, on  the  25//f  November. 
LeoDBAUNAH,  OcT.  31. — Juud 
Sing  isti  chief,  who  has  extensive  pos- 
sessions on  the  banks  of  the  Jnmma, 
but  is  strictly  attached  to  the  cause  of 
Runjeit,  and  has  been  constantly  with 
him  in  command  of  a  large  body  of 
hoi-se.  His  people  lately  took  posses- 
sion of  two  very  strong  fortified  towns, 
within  six  marches  of  this,  to  which  he 
had  no  claim ;  and  as  we  were  sent 
here  to  prevent  such  unlawful  traos- 
act'ons,  colonel  Ochterlony,  on  applica- 
tion from  those  who  were  driven  out, 
demanded  of  Jund  Sing's  people  the 
restoration  of  those  towns.  But  it 
soon  proved,  that  words  they  treat  as 
empty  sounds,  and  stronger  measures 
weri  in  consequence  resorted  to..  On 
the  20th  a  detachment  marched,  consist- 
ing of  one< squadron  and  galloper,  three 
companies  of  the  23d,  and  a  brigade 
of  guns.  They  arrived  before  the  place 
(Kunnee  by  name)  on  the  25th,  and 
proceeded  icnmediately  to  the  attack  of 
the  gateway.  But,  as  misfortune 
would  have  it,  the  precatition  of  stock- 
ading it  had  been  taken,  and  ine  work 
performed  skilfully  by  the  defendanti. 
After  milking  several  attempts,  and 
remaining  for  a  great  length  of  time 
under  a  very  gdling  hre  of  mu:iquetry, 
the  party  was  obligrd  to  retire;  having 
three  sepoys  killed,  and  captain  Bridge 
'  of  the  23d,  two  Ivjropean  artillerymen, 
and  3/  sepoys  wounded.  An  express 
was  immediately  dispatched  for  a  rein- 
forcement, a  id  on  the  'lyihy  at  half  past 
11  A.  M.  one  troop,  with  four  com- 
panies/two  18  pounders,  and  all  the 
artillerymen  belonging  to  the  detach- 
ment, marched  to  their  assistance.  I'he 
day  after  the  repulse,  a  very  fine, 
plausible  fellow,  cauie  into  capt.  Cox-, 
ton,  who  comniands  the  detachment, 
and  baid,-— "  How  unfortunate  it  is, 
that  I,  who  had  power  to  save  this 
effusion  of  Wood,  did  not  arrive  in 
lime!"  He  immecli.i'ely  applied  for 
a  truce  of   four  days^^tliat    matte 
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might  be  properly  settled,  which  was 
granted.  However,  it  apix*ars,  the 
people  in  the  town  did  not  feel  \try 
comfortable  after  hearing  of  the  rein- 
forcement 3  and,  in  the  course  of  the 
night  preceding  the  day  on  which  it 
arrived,  they  took  themselves  off.  The 
other  town,  which  is  distant  but  a  few 
miles,  and,  \t  was  said,  garrijoned  by 
3000  men,  was  also  cvacUiUed.  it  is 
just  as  well  that  it  so  happened,  for 
both  places  are  much  stronger,  than 
any  one  has  an  idea  of;  indeed,  so 
much  so,  that  the  weakest  (Kunnte), 
if  they  had  remained  deierraiiicd  in 
resistance,  we  could  not  have  carried, 
without  sustaining  a  very  heavy  loss. 
It  is  a  town,  sun  oundcJ  by  a  mud  wall, 
and  rampart  20  feet  high,  with  a  wet 
ditch  all  round,  12  feet  deep  and  18 
broad.  The  detachment  is  on  its  re- 
turn, and  expected  on  the  6th  of  No- 
vember. 

V  Bengal 
Occurrences  for  December. 

Qec.  4. — This  day  being  appointed 
for  the  commencement  of  the  half- 
yearly  sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer, 
and  general  gaol  delivery,  for  the  town 
of  Calcutta,  and  the  territories  thereon 
depending,  the  court  aa«embled  a  little 
pastnipe,  A.M.  and,  afier  the  usual 
preliminary  ceremonies,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chosen  by  ballot,  to 
serve  as  grant!  jurors,  viz.— 

Robert  Biown, 

William  Kinloch, 

Josias  Dupre  Alexander, 

Archibald  Kelso, 

Thomas  Hickcy, 

Robert  Home, 

Henry  Wood, 

William  Brodie, 

Eneas  Mackintosh," 

I'homas  Dupre  Porcher, 

M.  H«?nry  Turnbull, 

James  M'T<^ggiirt, 

Robert  Morrison, 

L.  Alexander  Davidson, 

William  Pelrie, 

William  Hoihngs, 

Matthew  Lumsdeu, 

Patrick  Siewart, 


Alexander  Wilson, 
John  l'rot(er, 
Robert  H.Tulloh, 
William  L.  Gibbons, 

AND 

S.  Laprimaudaye,  esquires. 
The  jur),  having  retired,  elected 
William  HoUing-*,  esq.  as  tlicir  fore^ 
man  On  jheir  return  into  court,  they 
received  a  concise  charge  from  tbe 
lord  chief  justice,  to  the  following 
ed'ect  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
I    am  extremely  sorry   to  observe 
that  the  number  of  offences  on  the  ca- 
lendar, for  the  present  sessions,  is  con- 
siderably greater  than  usual,  and   that 
many  >.i  those  offences  are  of  a   very 
heinous  nature.    In  none  of  them,  how- 
ever, are  there  any  ditficulties  what- 
ever in  point  of  lawj   and  I  will  not, 
therefore,  waste  your  time  unneces- 
sarily, by  entering  into  them  at  large. 
There  are,  in  the  first  place,  five  cases 
of  homicide,  which  may  perhaps  diifer 
from  each  other  in  degree,  but  can 
present  no  variation,  with  which  you 
can  have  any  concern.     It  is  not  your 
business  to  say,  whether  the  prisoners 
be  guilty  or  not,   but  whether  or  not 
they  ought  to  be  brought  to  trial.  It  is 
fit  that  the  accused  should  be  tried,  in 
order  that,  if  guilty,  he  may   receive 
the  punishment  due  to   his  crime:— 
it  is^  also,  sometimes  fit  that  be  should 
be  tried,  in  order  that  he  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  proving  his  innocence. 
Besides  the  cases  of  homicide,  you  will 
have  to  investigate  two  cases  of  assault, 
with  an  intent  to  nriUrder.     In   these, 
the  particular  nature  of  the  assault, 
(that  is,    the   intent  to  murder)  will, 
probably,  be  suiiiciently  proved  by  the 
;iature  of  the  instrument  with  which 
it  was  perpetrated.      There  are,  also, 
two  cases  of  comnfitment  for  coining, — 
an  offence,  which,  I  fear,  is  but  too 
common  here,  though  it  has  wot  fre- 
quently  been   prosecuted.      The  pu- 
nishment of  this  crime,  I  presume,  is 
not  the  same  here  as  in  England  ;   but 
the  nature  of  the  crime  istelf  is  exact- 
ly the  same,  and  your  duty  is  the  same. 
Tliough  Uie  mere  possession    of  in- 
struments for  coining  be  not  in  itself  a 
crime,  the  disco verv  of  such  instru- 
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ments  in  the  bands'  of  the  accused, 
is  the  strongest  circumstantial  evidence 
that  can  be  imagined  of  his  guilt.  On 
a  charge  for  murder,  the  finding  a 
pistol,  cutlass,  or  other  weapon,  in  the 
prisoner's  possession,  can  weigh  but 
little  ;  for  those  are  implements  in 
common  use  5  but  it  is  next  to  im- 
possible that  such  articles  as  dyes  for 
rupees,  or  instruments  for  milling  mo- 
ney, should  be  possessed  with  an  ia- 
nocent  intention.  Lastly,  there  are 
two  cases  of  larceny,  which  have  no- 
thing in  them  peculiar,  except  in  so 
far  as  they  are  aggravated  by  having 
been  committed  by  servants  on  the  pro- 
perty of  their  masters.  Besides  these 
cases,  which  come  before  the  sessions 
«£  Oyer  and  Terminer,  there  are  two 


admiralty  cases,  of  which  you  have 
equal  cognizance;  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court,  with  respect  to  crimes  of 
that  description,  being  now  co-extensive 
with  these  seas — one  is  a  case  of  mur- 
der perpetrated  on  the  high  seas  by  two 
Malays;  the  other  acase  of  piracy,  com- 
mitted fn  forcibly  seizing  and  taking 
away  the  brig,  Malacca,  and  plundering 
her  cargo.  All  these  cases  will  bo 
supported  by  such  evidence  as  cannot 
leave  a  doubt  on  your  minds  with  re- 
spect to  the  duty  which  you  have  to 
perform.  From  that  evidence  alone, 
and  from  your  own  personal  knowledge, 
can  you  derive  such  information  as 
will  enable  you  to  make  a  legal  pre- 
sentment. 


Madras  Occurrences  Jbr  Jaxuarv,    I8O9. 


Jan.  19. — Intelligence  has  been  re- 
ceived of  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's  fri- 
gate. Greyhound,  captain  Pakenham, 
on  the  coast  of  Luconia.  Only  one 
seaman  suflfered  on  the  occasion.  Cap- 
tain Pakenham  and  the  crew  had  ar- 
rived at  Manilla,  and  proceeded  thence 
in  cartels.  The  captain,  and  150  men, 
embarked  on  board  the  Discovery, 
which  was  unfortunately  captured  by 
two  French  frigates.  I'he  remainder 
of  the  crew  escaped,  in  the  Diana,  to 
Penang. 

Address  of  the  officers  of  his  Majesty* s 
22d  dragoons  to  his  excellency  tieut.^ 
gen.  Hay  Macdowall,  tS^c, 
SiK, — The  officers  of  his  Majesty's 
22d  dragoons,  duly  appreciating  your 
public  and  private  character,  and  anx- 
ious to  give  you  a  proof  of  their  sin- 
cere respect  and  regard  on  your  depar- 
ture from  India,  request  your  accept- 
ance of  a  sword,  which  they  do,  under 
the  firm  conviction  that,  in  your  hands, 
it  will  never  be  drawn  without  cause, 
or  returned  without  honour. 


In  conveying  these  the  sentiments 
of  the  corps  to  you,  allow  me  to  as- 
sure you,  general,  of  the  respect  and 
truth  with  which  I  am 

Your  very  faithful  servant, 
(Signed)         J.  Hare. 
Lieut. -col.  22d  regt.  drs; 
Arcot,  Jan,  15,  I8O9. 

To  lieut.'CoL  Hare,  commanding  H,  M, 
22d  L.  D. 
Sir, — I  have  been  honoured  with  your 
letter  of  the  1 5th  instant,  and  request 
you  will  assure  the  officers  of  his 
Majesty's  22d  regiment  of  dragoons 
how  highly  I  feel  flattered  by  the  dis- 
tinguished mark  of  regard  and  appro- 
bation which  they  propose  to  honor 
me  with ;  I  shall  accept  with  pride 
and  gratitude  the  sword  you  have  been 
so  good  as  to  offer  me,  and  which  1 
trust  will  never  be  wielded  but  in  a 
just  cause,  for  the  service  of  ray  coun- 
try, and  in  supporting  its  honour  and 
dignity,  In  whatever  part  of  the 
world  I  may  hereafter  be  employed, 
te  assured,  I  shall  ever  retain  the  niobt 
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lively  recollection  of  the  distingiiished 
services  and  character  of  his  Majesty's 
22d  dragoonS)  and  shall  ever  feel  inte- 
rested in  its  success  and  prosperity. 

With  the  sincerest  wishes  for  the 
increased  welfare  and  happiness  of 
yourself  and  the  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment, 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful 
And  oblige  servant, 
(Signed)     Hay  Macdowall. 
■  Madras,  Jan.  20,  I8O9, 

Jan.  26. — The  honourable  the  go- 
vernor  in  council  having  recently  re- 
ceived a  report,  from  his  excellency  the 
commander-in-chief,  of  the  particular 
spirit  and  exertion  which  were  evinced 
in  the  6th  regiment  of  Native  cavalry, 
at  the  period  of  the  formation  of  the 
detachment  of  cavalry,  lately  embark- 
ed on  foreign  service,  with  an  expla- 
nation that  an  accidental  cause  had 
prevented  an  earlier  communication  on 
that  subject,  the  governor  in  council 
has  now  great  pleasure  in  expressing 
his  public  approbation  of  the  zeal  and 
loyalty  evinced  by  the  6ih  regiment  of 
cavalry  on  the  above  occasion. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council. 

(Signed)         G.  Bwchant, 
Ch»  sec.  to  govt. 

Head-quarters,  Choultry  Plain,  28/ A 
Jaji.  1809.  General  orders  ly  the 
com  m  a  nder  -in-  ch  nf. 
The  immediate  departure  of  lieute- 
nant-general Macdowall  from  Madras, 
will  prevent  his  pursuing  the  design  of 
bringing  lieut.-colonel  Munro,  quarter- 
master-general, to  trial,  for  disrespect 
to  the  commander-in-chief,  for  disobe- 
dience of  orders,  and  for  contempt  of, 
military  authority,  in  having  resorted 
to  the  power  of  the  civil  government " 
in  defiance  of  the  judgment  of  the 
officer  at  the  head  of  the  army,  who 
had  placed  him  under  arrest  on  cliarges 
preferred  agninst  hi'ii  by  a  number  of 
officers  comn::.nvlin;T  >•  alive  corps  5  in 
consequence  of  which  aj)pcal  direct  to 
the  honourable  the  president  in  coun- 
cil, lieutenant-  eneral  Macdowall  has 
received  a  positive  order  from  the  chief 


secretary  to  liberate  iieutenant-colond 
Munro  from  arrest.. 

Such  conduct  on  the  part  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Munro  being  destructive 
of  subordination,  subversive  of  mili- 
tary discipline,  a  violation  of  the  sacred 
rights  of  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
holding  out  a  most  dangerous  example 
to  the  service ;  lieutenant-general  Mac- 
dowall, in  support  of  the  dignity  of 
the  profession,  and  his  own  station  and 
character,  feels  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  express  his  strong  disapprobation 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Monro's  unex- 
ampled proceeding,  and  considers  it  a 
solemn  duty  imposed  upon  him  to  re- 
primand lieutenant-colonel  Munro  in 
general  orders,  and  he  is  reprimanded 
accorilingly. 

(Signed)        T.  Boles, 

Deputy  adj.-geo. 

General  orders  by  government. 

FoET  St.Georgb,  Jan.  31. — It  has 
recently  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council, 
that  lieutenant-general  Hay  Macdowall 
did,  previously  to  his  embarkation 
from  this  presidency,  leave  to  be  pub- 
lished to  the  army  a  general  order, 
dated  the  28th  instant,  in  the(  highest 
degree  disrespectful  to  the  authority  of 
the  government,  in  which  that  officer 
has  presumed  to  found  a  public  cen- 
sure on  an  act  adopted  under  the  im- 
mediate authority  of  the .  governor  in 
council,  and  to  convey  insinoationi 
grossly  derogatory  to  the  character  of 
the  government,  and  subversive  of  mi- 
litary discipline,  and  of  the  foundation 
of  public  authority. 

The  resignation  of  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Macdowall  of  the  command  of  the 
army  of  Fort  St.  George  not  having 
been  yet  received,  it  becomes  the  duty 
of  the  governor  in  council,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  violent  and  inflani- 
matory  proceedings  of  that  officer  00 
the  present,  and  on  other  recent  occa- 
sions, and  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  possible  repetition  of  farther 
acts  of  outrage,  to  anticipate  the  pe- 
riod of  his  expected  resignation,  and 
to  annul  the  appointment  of  lieute- 
nant-general Maoiowall  to  the  com- 


MADRAS  OCCURRENCES  FOR  FEBRUARY,  I8O9. 


83 


mand  of  the  army  of  this  presidency. 
Lieutenant-general  Macdowall  is  ac- 
cordingly hereby  removed  from  the 
station  of  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  forces  of  Fort  St.  George. 

The  governor  in  council  must  la- 
ment, with  the  deepest  regret,  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  an  extreme 
measure  of  this  nature ;  but  where  a 
manifest  endeavour  has  been  used  to 
bring  into  degradation  the  supreme 
public  authority,  it  is  essential  that 
the  vindication  should  not  be  less  sig- 
nal than  the  offence,  and  that  a  me- 
morable example  should  be  given,  that 
proceedings,  subversive  of  established 
order,  can  find  no  security  under  the 
sanction  of  rank,  however  high,  or  of 
station,  however  exalted. 

The  general  order  in  question  hav- 
ing been  circulated  under  the  signature 
of  the  deputy-adjutant  general  of  the 
army>  it  must  have  been  known  to 
that  officer,  that,  in  giving  currency 
to  a  paper  of  this  offensive  descrip- 
tion, he  was  acting  in  direct  violation 
of  his  duty  to  the  government,  as  no 
authority  can  justify  the  execution  of 
an  illegal  act,  connected  as  that  act 
obviously,  in  the  present  case,  has 
been,  with  views  of  the  most  reprehen- 
sible nature,  the  governox  in  council 
thinks  it  proper  to  mark  his  highest 
displeasure  at  the  conduct  of  major 
Boles,  by  directing  that  he  shall  be 
suspended  from  the  service  of  the 
hononrable  company. 

The  general  order  left  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief for  publication,  under 
date  the  28th  instant,  is  directed  to  be 
expunged  from  eviery  public  record, 
and  the  adjutant-general  of  the  army 
will  immediately  circulate  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  this  purpose. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  the  go- 
vernor in  council. 

(Signed)         G.  Buchan, 

Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

Madras 
Occurrences  for  February. 

General  orders  by  government. 
FfiBsuARY  1. — It  having  been  made 
known  to  the  honourable  the  governor 


in  counfcil,  that  the  adjutant-general  of 
the  army  was  materially  implicated  in 
the  measure  of  giving  currency,  to  the 
offensive  general  order  of  the  com- 
mander-in  chief,  dated  the  28th  ulti- 
mo^ it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  ho- 
nourable the  governor  in  council  to 
direct,  that  lieulenant-colonel  Capper 
be  suspended  from  the  service  of  tlie 
honourable  company,  and  that  officer 
is  hereby  suspended  accordingly. 

The  governor  in  council  directs, 
that  major  Robert  Barclay  .will  take 
charge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
adjutant-general  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  the  go- 
vernor in  council. 

(Signed)         G.  Buchan, 

Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

Public  Department. —  The  ho-. 
nourable  the  governor  in  council  is 
pleased  to  publish,  for  general  infor- 
mation, the  accompanying  extract  of  a 
letter  from  the  honourable  the  court 
of  directors  to  the  supreme  govern- 
ment, and  to  give  notice,  that  from  and 
after  this  date  the  instructions,  therein 
contained,  are  to  be  consid  red  in  force 
at  this  presidency.  \ 

*'  We  direct,  on  the  receipt  of  this 
dispatch,  -that  public  notice  be  issued, 
forbidding,  under  pain  of  our  hlih 
displeasure,,  any  public  as5v'ir>bl.  ge, 
either  of  our  own  servants,  or  ot  pri- 
vate merchants,  traders,  or  other  in- 
habitants whatsoever,  without  first  ob- 
taining the  sanction  of  the  government, 
through  the  medium  of  the  sheriff  for 
the  time  being  j  and  we  further  direct 
that,  with  the  application  for  holding 
such  meetings,  the  subjects,  intended 
to  be  taken  into  consideration,  be 
also  submitted  to  your  previous  consi- 
deration, in  order  that  you  may  have  it 
in  your  povt^r  to  judge  of  the  propri- 
ety of  allowing  the  questions  that  may 
be  proposed  to  be  agitated,  and  en 
no  consideration  whatever  is  the  sheriff, 
or  the  officerpresiding  at  such  meetings, 
to  allow  any  subject  to  be  considered 
that  has  not  been  previously  submitted 
for  your  consideration.  Wc  have  full 
confidence,  however,  that  our  goverti-  - 
ments  in  India  will  not  preclude  our  i 
servants,  or  other  European  inhabitants,     j 
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from  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pressing their  sentiments,  whenever 
proper  subjects  are  submitted  for  their 
deliberation." 

Published  by  order  of  the  honour- 
able the  governor  in  council. 

G.G,  Keble, 
Fort  St.  George,  Sec.  to  govt. 

Feb,  I,  I8U9. 

General  orders  ly  government. 
Fort  St.  George,  February  6. — 
The  honourable  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil having  lately  adopted  tl)e  measure 
of  ordering  the  release  of  the  quarter- 
master-general of  the  army  from  ar- 
rest, and  it  being  desirable  that  the 
circumstances,  connected  with  that 
measure,  should  be  distinctly  and 
publicly  understood,  there  being  rea- 
son to  believe  that  a  great  degree  of 
misapprehension  has  hitherto  existed, 
the  governor  in  council  thinks  it  pro- 
per to  state,  that  the  quarter-master- 
general  was  placed  under  arrest  by  the 
late  commander-in-chief,  on  charges 
founded  on  a  report,  which  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  quarter-master-general, 
in  conformity  to  express  orders ;  which 
report  having  been  approved  and  adopt- 
ed by  the  commander-in-cliief,  lieute- 
uani  general  Sir  John  Cradock,  was 
by  hiiu  communicated  to  the  Jate  right 
honourable  the  governor  in  council  of 
Fort  St.  Geori^e,  -and  finally  laid  before 
the  supreme  guvernment,  under  whose 
approbation  and  orders  it  became  the 
foundation  of  measures  already  known 
to  the  army. 

In  these  circumstances  the  quarter- 
master-general could  be  considered  no 
longer  responsible  for  proceedings  so 
sanctioned,  and  it  would  have  been 
inconsistent  with  the  evident  principles 
of  justice,  that  a  public  officer  should 
have  been  liable  10  the  obloquy  of  a 
trial  for  an  act  not  bis,  but  that  of  his 
superiors.  The  question  which,  in  such 
a  cabo,  would  have  been  submitted  to 
the  cognizance  of  a  military  tribunal, 
would  not  have  involved  only  a  discus- 
sion of  the  conduct  of  the  quarter-mas- 
ter-general, but  would  ha\e  extended 
to  the  meiisures  of  the  princip.U,  civil, 
and  military,  authoriri^rs  in  this  coun- 
L       try, — measures  which  had  undergone 


the  maturesL  consideration,  and  which 
had  been  carried  into  effect  under  the 
most  formal  sanction  ;  it  must  be  ap- 
parent that  a  discussion,  involving  con- 
sequences of  this  nature,  would  have 
been  contrary  to  law,  contrary  t©  rea- 
son, ruinous  of  public  confidence,  and 
subversive  of  the  foundations  of  mili- 
tary discipline,  and  of  public  authority. 
Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  it 
became  the  solemn,  the  bounden  duty, 
of  the  governor  in  council,  on  the  facts 
being  made  known  by  a  commonica- 
tion  from  the  quarter-master-general, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  ques- 
tion, it  became  the  right  and  duty  of 
that  officer  to  submit  by  direct  refe- 
rence, on  the  communication  having 
been  refused  by  the  laie  commander- 
in-chief,  to  interpose  the  authority  of 
the  government  for  the  prevention  of 
the  most  fatal  evils  $  it  was  the  wish, 
it  was  the  earnest  endeavour  of  the 
governor  in  council  to  effect  this  ob- 
ject by  every  means  of  conciliatioa 
and  explanation  3  but  such  means  hav- 
ing been  used  in  vain,  and  having 
been  even  repelled  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances highly  offensive,  no  alter- 
native lemained,  but  that  of  convey- 
ing a  specific  order  for  the  removal  of 
the  arrest.  ^ 

The  governor  in  council  desires 
that  the  officers  of  this  army  will  be 
assured,  that  this  government  would 
not  be  less  solicitous  to  vindicate  their 
honour  and  reputation,  by  rejecting  all 
injurious  imputations,  if  such  could 
have  been  supposed,  than  the  officers 
of  the  army  could  have  been  solicit- 
ous in  their  own  vindication.  The 
governor  in  council  has,  accordingly, 
under  this  impression,  been  led  to  an 
attentive  consideration  of  the  expres- 
sions which  are  understood  to  have 
been  deemed  objectionable  j  and  he 
has  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  it 
appears,  in  his  judgment,  impossible, 
under  any  correct  construction,  to  at- 
tach an  offeubive  meaning  to  words 
where  injury  was  not  meant,  and 
where  the  intention  of  offence  assu* 
redly  did  not  exist. 

Having  stated  this  explanation,  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council 
deems  it  his  farther  duty  to  observe^ 
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that  the  question,  which  has  been  un- 
der c'ehberation,  must  be  now  con- 
sidered as  concliuied  ;  the  farther  agi- 
tation of  a  -.abject  of  this  nature  could 
be  availing  for  no  purpose  but  that 
of  disturbing  the  establi-^hi-d  course 
of  public  atfairs,  and  for  ihe  excite-r 
meat  of  tedings,  injurious  to  order 
and  authority  j  and  it  will  be,  accord- 
ingly, of  importance  to  the  public 
welf  Te,  that  the  circumstances,  con- 
nected with  it,  should  be  consigned  to 
oblivion. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  the  go- 
vernor in  council. 

(Signed)       G.  Buchan, 

Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

A  session  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
and  general  gaol  delivery,  commenced 
at  the  court  house  of  for*  St.  George, 
on  Wednesday  the  4th  ultimo,  and  was 
continued  by  adjournment  until  this 
day. 

The  trial  of  the  most  importance, 
and  which  lasted  for  several  days,  was 
that  of  Mr.  John  Batley,  charged 
with  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  in  the 
evidence  he  had  given  on  the  trial  of 
Reddy  and  AnunJa  Row,  who  were 
convicted  of  a  cheat  and  conspiracy  at 
the  last  sessions. 

This  indictment  was  tried  before  the 
honourable  Sir  Andrew  Strange,  Knt. 
chief  justice,  and  a  special  jury,  com- 
posed of  the  following  persons. 

Martin  Jolly,  esq.  foreman.  E.  T. 
Coliis,  esq.  J  Wm.  Watts,  esq.}  John 
Tulloh,esq. ;  Wm.  Oliver,  esq.  ;  John 
Macdouall,  esq.  j  H.  George  Kcene, 
^sq.j  Edward  Dent,  esq.;  William 
Weston,  esq. :  Alex.  Falconar,  esq. 
Wra.  Hawkins,  esq.  3  and  R.  Maconi- 
chie,  Esq. 

The  jury  were  nearly  three  hours 
out  of  court,  and  on  their  return  pro- 
nounced a  verdict  of  guilty,  but  re- 
commended the  defendant  to  mercy. 
.  Mr.  Batley,  Reddy  and  Anunda 
Row,  were  brought  into  court  to  re- 
ceive judgment  on  Monday  last.  At 
this  time  the  honourable  the  chief 
justice  observed,  that  as  the  smallest 
punishment  the  court  could  innict 
for  tlie  crime  of  perjury  fixes  an  in- 
delible stain  on   the    obiect  of  such 


award,  he  felt  a  difficulty  in  pro- 
nouncing sentence  against  Mr.  Batley 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  jury 
having  recommended  him  to  meicy. 
It  was  therefore  his  intention  to  con- 
tinue the  defendant  at  large  upon  his 
recognizance,  and  to*  refer  his  case, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  other  two  de- 
fer.dar;ts,  to  the  consiaerati^on  of  his 
Majesty, 

Feb.  4. —  The  honourable  the  go- 
vernor in  council  has  recently  received 
a  particular,  account  of  the  action, 
which  took  place  at  Ouilon,  on  the 
16th  ultimo,  between  the  British 
troops  and  the  troops  of  Travancore, 
in  which,  after  a  severe  and  long  con- 
test tlie  Travancore  troops  were  de- 
feated with  heavy  loss.  From  the  extent 
of  the  combined  force,  which  was  op- 
posed to  the  British  troops,  the  signal 
victory  retlecis  the  highest  honour  on 
their  discipline  and  valour;  and  the 
governor  in  council  has  great  satisfac- 
tion in  expressing  his  strongest  appro* 
bation  of  their  meritorious  conduct. 

The  governor  in  council  accord- 
ingly conveys  to  lieutenant-colonel 
Chalmers,  who  commanded  the  Bri- 
tish detachment  at  Quilon,  in  this  dis- 
tinguished action,  his  public  thanks, 
and  lieutenant-colonel  Chalmers  is  re- 
quested to  convey  the  thanks  of  the 
governor  in  council  to  licutenant-colo- 
neL  Picton  of  his  majesty's  12th  regi- 
ment, major  Muirhead,  major  Hamil- 
ton, captain  Newall,  captain  IVpper, 
captain  Macintosh,  lieutenant  Lindsay, 
lieutenant  Arthur  of  the  engineers, 
and  the  othcers  of  the  staff,  captain 
Oanston  and  captain  Ahmutj  ;  with 
the  other  otticers  and  troops  of  'the 
detachment,  who  bravely  signalized 
them.~>eives  on  tlic  occa.sion. 

I'he  honourablvi  tiie  governor  in 
couneil  also  laKCs  this  upportu'. uy 
of  express. lig  his  warm  approbation  of 
the  condi'.ci  of  a  delachmenr  of 
troops,  MH'.oned  at  Corliin,  under  the 
conuii^nvi  ef  m.j'jor  Hewitt,  who  with 
gr.Mtsivj.l  iiivt  i)r/i very  repulsed  a  nu- 
mv.rous  a..d  unitc^^  Ivirce  t)t  the  troops 
of  Travanoie  znU  Co^-iuu,  man  at- 
tack which  il.t.-y  t',auc  on  the  British 
delachmentP'^apdthb-'^g^fclt.     The 
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governor  in  council  has  particular  satis- 
laction  in  expressing  to  major  Hewitt, 
and  to  the  ollicers  and  troops  under 
his  command,  his  public  thanks  for 
their  hirrhly-de^fTving-  conduct. 

I*vIaoka3,  Feb.  16. ~  A  dispatch, 
dated  lOtii  instnnt,  l-as  been  received 
from  the  honouvfble  iieulenant-colonel 
Sentleger,  from  Camp  in  Travancore, 
in  which  he  relates  the  complete  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  the  forces 
depntfJ  by  him  to  storm  the  barrier. 
TIk  p.iii)  consisted  of  a  detachment 
of  two  companie-.,  and  the  picquet  of 
H.  M.  69th  regiment,  under  captain 
S\ms,  four  fl-ink  companies,  and  five. 
battalion  rompanies  third  Native  infan- 
try, unfler  capfain  Lucas.  The  whole 
conunanded  by  major  Welsh.  Not- 
wi'hstnndingthe  diiliculty  of  approach, 
the  walls  were  scaled,  and  the  Aram- 
booly  lines  and  covering  redoubts, 
ncnih  and  south,  carried.  This  ser- 
\ice  being  elfected,  a  company  of 
H.  M.  Opth  and  third  of  the  first 
battalion  13th  Native  infantry,  under 
captairt  Hodgson,  were  sent  to  rein- 
force major  Welsh,  who  then  stormed 
and  carried  the  main  Imcs,  and  at  the 
date  of  this  dispatch  colonel  Sentleger  > 
was  encamped  two  miles  within  the 
gate. 

Colnnel  Sentleger  speaks  in  the 
hig[he-.t  (crms  of  the  conduct  of  majors 
Weish  and  Lanibton,  and  of  all  the 
oiPiCers  emploved  on  this  glorious  scr-' 
vi(v,  and  particularly  lamonts  tjie 
wound  of  cap'ain  Cunnini^ham,  of 
H.  M.  69th  r  raiment,  whicli  we  hear 
has  since  proved  mortal.  Tne  names 
of  the  oiTi'jers  employed  on  this  service, 
are 

Mr] or  Welsh,  captains  Syms,  Lind- 
say, Cunningham ;  lieutenants  Carey, 
Reid,  Lane,  Baby. 

Captains  Luca^,  Pepper,  Carfrae,— 
lientciiants  Walker,  I'ay,  JDawson, 
Cf)ble,  Inver.niry,  Jcftery,  Rule, 
Sheppard,  Black,  3d  Native  infantry, 
and  lieutenant  Bertram  of  the  pio- 
neers. 

CoSonel  Sentleger  was  in  possession 
of  the  arsenal,  which  was  extremely 
well  stored,  and  of  a  number  oi  pieces 
of  ordnance. 


Head-quarters,  Choultry  Plain,  Fel^ 
riiary  17,  180g. 
G.  O.  By  Major  General  Gow- 
DiE. — Major-general  Go wdie embraces 
the  earliest  moment  to  express  the 
sense  of  satisfaction  which  he  enter- 
tains, in  being  called_to  the  command, 
of  an  army  with  which  he  has  passed 
the  greatest  portion  of  his  life  ;  which 
he  has  accompanied  in  every  vicissi- 
tude of  misfortune  and  success  \  and 
which  he  has  seen  finally  subdue  all 
the  enemies  by  whom  it  has  been  op- 
posed. Major-general  Gowdie  encou- 
rages a  confident  assurance,  that  the 
army  will  be  distinguished,  while  be 
shall  have  the  honour  of  commanding 
it,  by  the  same  zeal,  public  spirit,  disci- 
pline, and  respect  for  authority,  which 
produced  the  eminent  success  that 
has  signalized  it,  and  which  are  es- 
sential to  the  prosperity  of  the  British 
ijiterests  in  India.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  officer  commanding  the  array  in 
chief  to  state,  in  the  actual  situation 
of  affairs,  that  while  his  conduct  shall 
be  uniformly  actuated  by  an  earnest 
desire  to  afi'ord  the  most  honourable 
and  decided  support  to  the  constituted 
authorities  of  his  country,  to  main- 
tain discipline  and  subordination,  and 
to  distinguish  merit,  service,  and  claims, 
he  expects,  from  the  officers  com- 
posing his  majesty's  and  the  honour- 
able company's  services,  and  particu- 
larly from  those  who  held  the  com- 
mand of  divisions,  stations  and  corps, 
that  cordial  and  zealous  co-operation, 
which  is  dictated  by  the  most  power- 
ful motives  of  duty  to  their  sovereign 
and  their  country. 

Trade  with  Manilla, 
Madras,  Feb.  25. — Notice  is  hereby 
given,  that  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
cent intelligence  of  the  conclusion  of 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  the  collector  of  government 
customs  will  be  authorized  to  grant 
port  clearances  to  ships  of  individuals 
desirous  of  prosecuting  commercial 
enterprizes,  to  the  Spanish  Philippine 
islands,  and  that  ships  bound  to  those 
islands  will  be  permitted  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  convoy,  appointed  to 
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the  commencement  of  the  month  of 
April,  or  of  the  first  convoy  proceed- 
ing to  the  eastward. 

General  orders  by  government. 
Fort  St.  Geobge.  February  l6. — 
The  honourable  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil has  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  pub- 
lishing in  general  orders  the  following 
extracts  of  letters,  received  from  the 
hon.  lieutenant-colonel  St.  Leger,  an- 
nouncing the  decisive  and  distinguish- 
ed success  which  attended  the  storm 
%>f  the  lines  of  Travancore,  by  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  that 
officer. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  honour- 
able  lieutenant  -  colonel  St.  Leger 
to  the  chief  secretary  of  the  govern- 
ment, dated  the  lOth  of  February, 
I8O9. 

I  bad  the  honour  this  morning  to 
convey  to  you,  by  express,  a  small  note 
io  pencil  for  the  information  of  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council, 
by  which  you  were  made  acquainted 
with  -  the  satisfactory  intelligence  of 
Ihe  British  flags  being  flying  on  every 
part  of  the  Arambooly  lines,  as  well 
as  the  commanding  redoubts  to  the 
north  and  south. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  convey,  in 
language  sufficiently  strong,  the  obli- 
gations I  feel  under  to  the  personal 
exertions  of  major  Welsh,  command- 
ing the  third  regiment  Native  infantry, 
and  the  detachment  for  escalade  under 
his  command. 

The  southern  redoubt,  which  present- 
ed a  complete  enfilade  of  the  whole 
of  the  main  lines  as  far  as  the  gate, 
was  the  object  of  major  Welsh's  en- 
terprize,an  enterprize  which,  from  the 
natural  strength  of  the  approach,  ap- 
peared only  practicable  to  the  exertions 
and  determined  bravery  of  British 
tr6op8,  led  on  to  glory  by  major  Welsh. 
It  was  ascended  under  cover  of  the 
night,  and  our  troops  had  actually  fesca- 
laded  the  wall,  ere  their  approach  was 
suspected,  and  the  ascent  was  of  such 
difficulty  as  to  require  six  hours  of 
actual  scrambling  to  reach  the  foot  of 
the  walls. 
On  consideration  of  the  bnlliancy 


of  this*  achievement,  I  feel  a  plea- 
surable duty  in  detailing,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  honourable  the  gover- 
nor in  council,  a  list  ©f  the  names  of 
the  officers  who  accompanied  the  de- 
tachment for  escalade  5  it  consisted  of 
two  companies,  and  the  piquet  of 
his  majesty's  69th  regiment,command- 
ed  by  captain  Syms,  and  the  four 
flank,  a.nd  ii\e  battalion  companies 
from  the  third  regiment  Native  infantry, 
under  captain  Lucas,  and  it  did  not  re- 
quire that  confirn^ation  which  njajor 
Welsh  has  conveyed  to  me  in  the  most 
handsome  manner,to  convince  me  that, 
to  have  accomplished  such  an  object, 
every  man  must  have  done  his  duty. 

In  the  list  of  gallant  fellows,  which 
accompanies  this  dispatch,  I  have  to 
lament  the  fate  of  poor  captain  Cun- 
ningham, of  his  majesty's  69th  regi-  * 
ment,  whose  wound  1  fear  is  mortal, 
which  deprives  his  country  of  a  brave 
and  valuable  officer. 

When  major  Welsh  had  once  effect- 
ed his  security  in  this  commanding 
position,  I  dispatched  to  his  assistance, 
by  the  same  arduous  route,  a  company 
of  his  majesty's  69th  regiment,  and 
three  companies  of  the  1st  battalion 
13th  regiment,under  captain  Hodgson, 
to  reinforce  and  give  confidence  to  his 
party  ;  as  soon  at  this  addition  was  per- 
ceived, a  detachment  from  his  party 
stormed  the  main  lines,  and,  by  dint  of 
persevering  bravery,  carried  them  en- 
tirely, and  the  northern  redoubt  was 
abandoned  by  the  panic-struck  enemy, 
who  fled  in  all  possible  confusion  in 
every  direction,  leaving  me  in  posses- 
sion of  their  strongest  lines,  and  I  am 
now  encamped  two  miles  interior  of 
the  Arambooly  gate. 

I  had  ordered  the  remainder  of  the 
detachment  to  be  under  arms  at  mid- 
night, and  marched  to  the  most  con- 
venient position,  either  to  secure  major 
Welsh's  retreat,  or  furnish  him  sup- 
port, and  when  daylight  permitted, 
major  Welsh  had  the  satisfaction  to 
see  his  friends  at  hand,  ready  to  sup- 
port him. 

It  would  be  injustice  in  me  not  to 
express  the  active  services  I  received 
from  lieutenant-colonel  Macleod,  o 
his   majesty's    6gth  regiment  5    the; 
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were  such  as  might  be  expected  from 
an  officer,  of  his  repulalion  and  ex- 
perience, in  bringing  forward  his  regi- 
mept  in  support  uf  the  attack  with  the 
most  willing  zeal. 

I  feel  it  a  duty  I  owe,  from  the  re- 
port of  major  VVelsh,  6f  the  pioneers 
who  accompanied  him,  to  express  my 
entire  approbation  of  their  conduct, 
and  that  of  lieutenant  Bertram,  who 
commanded  them. 

In  short,  I  ieel  highly  satisfied  with 
the  whole  of  the  othccrs,  and  men, 
who  compose  the  detachment  under 
my  command. 

I  am  in  possession  of  the  arsenal, 
which  appears  well  stored  with  arms, 
ammunition,  and  military  stores,  with 
a  qi^antity  of  valuable  ordnance  on 
the  worlds,  which  has  not  as  yet  been 
ascertained. 

1  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  Joss  of  the  enemy,  but  it  must 
have  been  considerable. 

List  of  officers  composing  the  detach^ 

vient     for    escalade    under    majoi' 

JFdsh. 

H.  i\L  6gih  Regt. — Captain  Syms, 
captain  Lindsay,  captain  Cunniugham, 
lieut.  Carev,  lieut.  lieid,  lieut.  Lane, 
and  lieut.  Baby. 

3d  liegt,  N.  J. — Captain  Lucas, 
capt.  Pepper,  capt.  Carliae,  lieut.  Wal- 
ker, lieut.  T:igg,  lieut.  Da\vs(in,  lieut. 
•  Goble,  lieut.  liiveraiity,  lieut.  Jefteiy, 
lieut.  Kr.le,  lieut.  Shepherd,  lieut 
Blake,  and  lieut.  A.  Bertram,  pio- 
neers. 

Extract  of  a  hl'cr  fcvi  the  honour al I e 
iltuteuunt  colonel    St.   Lcgtr  to  ike 
chijf   sexrcUiry   of  the  g(>i'Ji  ^n:ent, 
daU d  iiie  1 1  tk  Fetriicmj,   \ lOi). 
**  In  tl.e  hurry  of  my  cJh[^a{ch  of  yes- 
terday, 1  omitted  to  state,  for  liiC  inlLT- 
maiion   of  the  hv':>ncurcU:!e   the  gover- 
nor in  coiir.cil,  the  important  sci vices 
I  had  derived  fvoiu   luiijor  Lanjlton's 
ability  and    weli-knoAu   piolc^ih'.oiial 
skill  J  an  oniisbion  I  feel,  and  the  more, 
a?>  I  am   fuily   sensible  of  the  services 
he  rendered  ft;e." 

The  governor  in  council  considers 
the  exetution  of  the  i.bove  service 
to  reflect  equal  honour  on  ihejudg- 


ment,  with  which  it  was  planned,  and 
on  the  signal  zeal  and  bravery  with 
which  it  was  carried  into  effect. — ^Tbe 
governor  in  council  accordingly  con- 
veys to  the  honourable  lieutenant-co- 
lonel St.  Legcr,  the  expression  of  bis 
warmest  approbation  and  thanks^  and 
colonel  St.  Leger  is  requested  to  make 
known  to  the  officers  and  troops  under 
his  command,  particularly  to  major 
Welsh,  who  gallantly  and  ably  con- 
ducted the  party  employed  intheassault^ 
and  to  the  other  officers,  mentioned  by 
lieutenant-colonel  St.  Leger,  the  sen- 
timents of  cordial  approbation  due  to 
their  meritorious  conduct.  - 

February  26. — ^The  honourable 
the  governor  in  council  has  sincere 
satisiaction  in  publishing  the  following 
extracts  of  letters,  received  from  tbe 
honourable  lieutenant-colonel  St.  Le- 
ger reporting  the  distinguished  and 
decisive  successes  obtained  by  tlie  de- 
tachment under  his  orders,  in  the  pro- 
secution of  the  present  operations  in 
Travancore. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  honourable 
lieuiei.ant'CoUmel  St.  Leger  to  the 
chief  secretary  of  government,  dated 
Camp  the  lyth  of  Feiruary,  I8O9. 
I  have  the  honour  to  inlorra  you, 
that  in  coj, sequence  of  its  being  well 
a^certaii.'/d  that  a  large  force  of  the 
enciiiv  had  taken  post  at  the  villages 
of  Coiar  and  Nagre  Coil,  1  yesterday 
i.ialo  tl.e  tuUowing  arrangements  to 
di^.iodJe  aiul  di.-oer^e  them  from  those 
vil!:jfH-s,  where  they  had  made  every 
cnclcavour  to  render  themselves  capa- 
ble oi'  wilhsLanding  the  attack,  which 
t:.Ly  r.rauraliy  expected  I  Should  make. 
1  ordc  red  lieutenant-colonel  Macleod, 
of  his  nijjcsty's  QQ\h  regiment,  of 
Wiiosc  ability,  judgment,  and  gallantry, 
I  was  well  aware,  to  proceed  in  ad- 
vance with  the  flank  companies  of 
his  Majesty*s  69th — the  whole  of  the 
detachment  from  the  3d  Ceylon  regi- 
mciit  under  lieutenant-colonel  Morrie, 
three  troops  of  cavalry  under  major 
Nuihall,  and  the  flank  companies  of 
the  1st  and  2d  battalions  3d  regiment 
Native  infantry,  and  of  the  1st  battalion 
1 3  th  Native  regiment,  with  a  coropapy 
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of  pioneers  under  lieutenant  Patter- 
son, accompanied  by  tjie  detapbment 
of  royal  artillery,  with  the  six  light 
three-pounders  under  captain  Bates, 
the  galloper  of  the  cavalry,  and  the 
brigade  of  six  pounders  nUached  to  the 
1st  battalion  13th  regiment,  forming, 
in  all,  a  strong  and  highly-equipped  de-  ' 
tachment. 

I  was  prepared  to  expect  every  ob- 
stacle from  the  country  through  which 
the  detachment  had  to  march,  as  well 
at  from  the  uncommon  strong,  and 
advantageous  position,  which  the  ene- 
my had  occupied  with  a  battery  in 
front,  commanding  entirely  the  en- 
trance, by  which  our  troops  must  make 
the  attack,  rendered,  if  possible,  more 
strong  by  a  river  in  front,  and  a  thick 
impassable  country  in  the  rear — ail  the-;e 
advantages^  however,  were  of  little  ser- 
vice to  them — their  lines  were  attacked, 
at  day-light,  under  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  battery,  and  from  guns,wliich  open- 
ed in  all  directions,  and  were  gallant- 
ly carried  after  a  sharp  action— the 
village,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
finest  I  have  seen  in  India,  was  com- 
pletely scoured,  and  the  enemy  forced 
to  retreat,  in  great  confusion,  protect- 
ed in  a  great  measurfe  by  the  strength 
of  country  in  their  rear. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  dwell  on  the 
judgment  displayed  by  lieutenant-colo- 
nel  Macleod  in  the  form  of  attack, 
and  gallantry  of  its  execution,  which 
must  ever  reflect  on  himself  the  high- 
est credit,  and  on  the  detachment  un- 
der his  command. 

I  cannot  as  yet  forward  a  correct  list 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side, 
but,  from  what  has  come  to  my  know- 
ledge, it  appears  to  be  considerable  in 
numbers,  although  small,  when  the 
strength  of  the  enemy's  position  is  con- 
sidered. 

I  have  rqpeived  no  report  of  the 
*  quantity  of  cannon  which  fell  into 
our  bands,  but  I  counted  nine  pieces 
of  ordnance  myself,  and  have  reason 
to  believe  the  number  to  be  much 
greater. 

It  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the 
enemy  to  make  a  desperate  stand  at 
this  place,  as  the  Dewan  in  persoh 
bad  been  present  for  two  days,  and  only 


fled  when  it  was  known  that  we  were 
on  the  way  to  attack  them — he  is  said 
to  have  retreated  to  Papanaveram,  or 
Woodagherry. 

As  the  whole  of  the  troops  have  had 
severe  fatigue,  it  is  my  intention  to 
halt  here  to-morrow,  and  then  pro- 
ceed in  the  direction  of  Papanaveram, 
and  I  trust,  by  so  doing,  I  ani  endea- 
vouring to  accomplish,  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  the  objects  which  the  ho- 
nourable the  governor  in  council  has  in 
view. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  I  cannot 
attempt  to  specify  :  our's,  I  am  given 
to  understand,  amounts  to  about  fifty 
killed  and  wounded,  of  which,  how- 
ever, by  far  the  greater  part  are  only 
slightly' wounded. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  again 
expressing  the  obligations  I  feel  under 
to  lieutenant-colonel  Macleod,  and  the 
detachment  in  advance,  and  indeed  to 
the  whole  of  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand 5  and  I  have  to  request  you  will 
convey  these  my  sentiments  to  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council. 

I  feel  myself  much  pleased  with  the 
services  ot  the  statf  of  the  detachment  3 
and  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that 
lieutenant-colonel  Macleod  has  pacr 
licularly  specified  the  services  rendered 
to  him  by  captain  Hodgson. 

My  present  encampment  is  situated 
in  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  which  is 
e&tremely  harassing  to  the  troops. 

Extract  of  a   letter  from  lieutenant" 
colojid  St,  Leger,  to  the  chief  secret 
tary  of  government,  dated  Camp  the 
igth  February,  I8O9. 
'*  I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting 
to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  ho- 
nourable the  governor  in  council,  the 
satisfactory  intelligence  of  the  British 
flags   being  now  flying  on  both   the 
forts  of  Woodagherry  and  Papanave- 
ram, and  without  a  shot  being  fired. — 
The   gates  were  left  open,  the  troops 
fled,  and  cowl  flags  hoisted  in  all  direc- 
tions. 

"  I  am  takirg  infinite  pains  to  protect ' 
the   inhabitants  from  insult,  and  the 
sacred  places  from  being  even  entered, 
and  by  such    conciliatory  conduct  ^ 
hope  soon  to  be  enabled  to  convey  thi 
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tidings  of  perfect  tranquillity  being  es- 
tablished in  Travancore. 

"  I  of  course  attribute  the  desertion 
of  the  enemy  to  the  action  of  Cotar 
and  Nagre  Coil,  which,  by  every  ac- 
count, appears  to  have  broken  the  spi- 
rit of  the  Dewan*s  party  on  this  side 
entirely.  * 

The  governor  in  council  repeats  to 
lieutenant-colonel  St.  Leger,  and  to 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  orders, 
his  warmest  thanks  for  the  activity, 
ztal,  and  bravery,  which  have  sig- 
nalized their  operations. — The  gover- 
nor in  council  has  particular  saiisfac- 
tion  in  observing  the  farther  proof  of 
military  skill  and  gallantry  afforded 
by  that  distinj^ulsht-d  and  valuable 
officer,  lieutenant-colonel  Macleod,  of 
his  majesty's  (X)th  rc*giment,  in  the 
action  of  Cotar  and  Nagre  Coil,  which 
has  been  followed  by  events  of  a  high- 
ly important  nature. 

Speech  of  the  hon.  Sir  Benjamin  Sulli- 
van, in  the  supreme  court  of  Judi^ 
eature  at  Madras ,  on  Tuesday,  Fed, 
21,  I8O9. 

The  counsel  for  the  crown,  in  a  late 
prosecution  foi* forgery,  having  early  in 
the  term  desired  my  opinion  on  some 
points  of  law,  which  these  trials  have 
given  rise  to,  I^  have  considered  them 
with  attention,  and  shall  now  proceed 
to  deliver  my  sentiments.  The  first 
question  is  this; — 

"  Whether  the  proceedings  of  the 
sfipreme  court,  sitting  as  a  court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  gaof  delivery, 
arc  submitted  to  any  revision  whatso- 
ever in  term  ;  or  in  other  words,  whe- 
ther the  court  of  Oyer  andTerminerand* 
gaol  delivery  be  not  a  brancli  of  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature  exercising 
crin/mal  jnnsdiction,  and,  during  the 
exercise  of  that  jurisdiction  vested  with 
all  the  authority  of  the  supreme  court, 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  revision  whatso- 
ever, except  by  appeal  to  his  majesty 
in  cotmcil  " 

VV  heii  this  question  was  agitated,  it 
came  on  loo  suddenly  to  justify  my 
giving  an  opinion  from  a  mere  recol* 
kction  of  the  charter.  I  have  since 
looked  into  it  with  care^  and  find  that 


all  criminal  jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature,  and 
hence  it  would  seem  to  follow,  upon  a 
superficial  view,  that  in  exercising  the 
criminal  jurisdiction,  it  is  the  supreme 
court  which  sits,  and  acts,  and  adminis- 
ters justice. 

It  is,  however,  declared  that  the  su- 
preme court  shall  proceed  to  hear,  ex- 
amine, try,  and  determine  offences, 
and  to  give  judgment  thereon,  and  to 
award  execution  thereof,  ar|d  in  all  re- 
spects to  administer  justice,  in  such,  or 
the  like  manner  and  form,  as  nearly  as 
the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the 
place  and  per^^ons  will  admit  of,  as  the 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol 
delivery  do,  or  may,  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain,  called  England. 

Now,  whether  this  may  not  be  a  li- 
mitation of  the  powers  of  thesapreme 
court,  while  acting  as  a  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery,  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  question  of  some  weight 
and  ditficuliy  ;  for  tlie  supreme  court  is 
expressly  vested  with  such  jurisdiction 
and  authority  as  the  justices  of  the  court 
of  King's  Renrh  have,  or  may  lawfully 
exercise  witiiin  that  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, called  England,  as  far  as  circum- 
stances will  admit. 

And  Coke,  Hale,  Hawkins,  and 
Blackstone,  state,  that  the  Kuig's  Bench 
is,  in  dignity  aud  authority,  so  much  su- 
perior to  the  courts' of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner and  gaol  delivery,  that  they  can- 
not sit  in  the  same  county  wHh  it,  the 
presence  of  this  high  court  in 
which  the  king  himself  is  in  law  sup- 
posed to  sit,  suspends  the  powers  of 
these  inferior  and  subordinate  jurisdic- 
tions, insomuch,  that  it  required  two 
acts  of  parliament,  (both  passed  in  the 
present  reign)  to  enable  the  courts  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery, 
for  Middlesex,  to  act  during  the  silting 
of  the  court  of  King's  Beoch^  at  West- 
minster 5  and  Ha-wkins  tells  us,  that 
this  court  of  King's  Bench,  being  the 
highest  court  of  common  law,  has  not 
only  power  to  reverse  erroneous  judg- 
ments given  by  inferior  courts,  but  also 
to  punish  all  inferior  magistrates,  and 
all  officers  of  justice,  for  all  wilful  and 
corrupt  abuses  of  their  authority,  against 
the  known,  obvious,  and  common  prin- 
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dple  of  natural  justice.  (B.  2.  chap.  3, 
8,  10,  11.) 

Now  the  supreme  court  of  judica- 
ture being  vested  by  the  charter,  in  its 
general  jurisdiction,  with  all  the  power 
and  authority /)f  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  yet  bound  to  conform  in 
the  administration  of  criminal  justice 
to  the  form  and  mode  of  proceeding 
observed  in  the  courts  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner and  gaol  delivery  in  England- 
it  would  seem  that  the  powers  of  the 
supreme  court,  acting  as  a  criminal 
court,  at  a  ses-ions  of  oyer  and  terminer 
held  in  vacation,  as  is  always^  the  case 
wiih  us,  have  no  further  extension,  than 
the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and 
gaol  delivery  have  in  Enghnd.  How  is 
it  then  in  England  when  a  Judge  of  the 
King's  Beocti  presides  in  courts  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery  in 
Middlesex  ? 

In  the  case  of  the  King  against  Mor- 
ris, (2  Burr.  116p}  where  the  defendant 
was  found  guilty  of  perjury,  Lord 
Mansfield  made  his  report  to  the  court 
of  King's  Bench,  the  superior  court  of 
which  he  was  him«*elf  the  chief  justice, 
to  have  the  benefit  of  their  opinion  on 
a  point  of  law.  it  is  the  same  in  civil 
cases;  in  Bright  and  Eynon,  (I  Burr. 
390)  Lord  Mailsfield  stated  to  the  court 
of  King's  Bench  the  circumstance  of 
tte  case  with  his  own  opinion,  and 
concluded  by  saying,  *'  these  are  my 
sentiroents  ;  my  brothers  will  judge 
whether  I  am  right  or  not.*'  The  court 
of  King's  Bench,  as  we  learn  from 
Coke  in  Lord  Sanchar*s  case,  (A  9 
C  118)  is  the  highest  court  of  ordinary 
justice  in  criminal  causes  within  the 
realm,  and  paramount  to  the  authority 
of  justices  of  gaol  deliver}',  and  com- 
missioners of  oyer  and  terminer,  and, 
as  it  is  held  in  TJ  Ass  :  1 .  more  than 
the  eyre,  for  they  shall  examine  the 
errors  of  the  justices  in  eyre,  gaol  deli- 
very, and  oyer  and  terminer — and  in 
another  part  of  the  same  case,  he  tells 
us,  that  in  term-time  no  commission  of 
oyer  and  terminer,  or  gaol  delivery,  can 
sit  in  the  same  county  where  the  King's 
Bench  sits,  for  in  presentia  majoris  c«- 
salpoUstas  minorU,  and  I  think  we  have 
something  like  a  recognition  of  this  in 
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oyer  and  terminer  to  the-  23d  of  the 
month,  when  the  term  will  be  over. 

Nothing,  I  think,  passed  by  the  King's 
grant  beyond  what  is  expressly  men- 
tioned, and  if  no  greater  power  passes 
by  the  charter  in  criminal  matters  to 
the  supreme  court,  acting  as  a  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer,  than  is  exercised  by 
that  description  of  courts  in  England, 
there  seems  to  he  an  undoubted  limita- 
tion to  the  judicial  authoiiiy  of  the  su- 
preme court,  sitting  as  a  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery,  and 
hence  I  am  forced  to  conclude,  that  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature,  sitting  in 
vacation,  as  a  court  of  oyer  and  termi- 
ner and  gaol  delivery,  is  inferior  and 
subordinate  to  itself  in  its  general  juris- 
diction, whilst  sitting,  in  term,  as  a 
court  of  King's  Bench — and  it  seems  to 
me  reasonable  that  it  should  be  so.— 
The  business  ot  the  court  of  oyer  and 
terminer  and  gaol  delivery  is  limited  in 
duration,  often  hurried,  and  the  judge 
obliged  either  to  give  an  opinion  oii  a 
sudden,  or  to  reserve  the  point,  to  be 
argued  and  determined  in  term,  which 
atiords  mere  time  for  deliberation  5  and 
upon  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
as  far  as  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  gaol  delivery  in  England  are  sub- 
ject to  the  revision  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  so  far  as  the  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery 
here  is  subject  to  the  revision  of  the 
supreme  court,  sitting  in  term,  as  a  court 
of  King's  Bench. 

One  thing  more,  and  I  have  done 
with  the  question.  The  charter  grants 
a  power  to  allow,  or  to  deny,  appeal  to 
his  majesty  in  criminal  cases  3  but  cri- 
minal cases  are  to  be  tried  before  the 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol 
delivery. — Now  is  the  power  to  allow 
or  deny  these  tppeils  lodged  with  the 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol 
delivery  ? — I  think  it  is  not — that  au- 
thority being  expressly  vested  in  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature.  The 
clause,  concerning  appeals  in  criminal 
casps,runs  in  these  terms.: — "  And  it  is 
our  further  will  and  pleasure  that  in 
all  indictments,  informations,  and  cri- 
minal suits,  and  causes  whatsoever,  the 
supreme  court  of  judicature  at  Madras 
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and  authority  to  allow,  or  deny,  the  ap* 
peal  of  the  party  pretending  to  be  ag- 
grieved, and  also  to  award,  order,  and 
regulate  the  terms,  upon  which  appeals 
shall  be  obtained,  in  such  cases  in  which 
the  said  court  may  think  tit  to  allow 
such  appeal/*  If  it  be  objected  here, 
that  by  my  own  concession  it  is  the 
supreme  court  that  sits  in  the  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery, 
and  that,  therefore,  whether  it  sits  in 
sessions,  or  in  term,  it  is  stiil  the  same 
court,  and  can  allow  or  deny  an  appeal 
in  either  inditTerently — I  cannot  admit 
either  theconcessionjoriheconsequence, 
alter  granting  to  the  suprenie  cou/t  its 
principal  jurisdiction  as  a  Court  of 
King's  Bench;  it  grants  that  it  shall 
also  be  a  court  of  equity  ;  it  also  grants 
that  it  shall  be  a  court  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner and  gaol  delivery  ;  then  grants 
that  it  shall  be  a  court  of  ecclcsiasilcal 
jurisdiction— and  finally  that  it  shall  be 
a  court  of  admiralty.  Now  all  these 
are  distinct  and  separate  jariBdictions, 
which  ought  not  to  be  confounded.  The 
court  of  equity  is  altogether  indepen- 
dent of  the  King's  Bench  -,  the  eccle- 
siastical and  admiralty  courts  are  in  the 
same  degree  subordinate  to  it,  for  their 
proceedings  may  be  suspended  by  pro- 
hibition, and  as  to  the  court  of  oyer 
and  terminec  and  gaol  delivery,  the 
trials  (depending  there  may  he  removed 
to  the  King's  Bench  by  certiorari. 

Though  these  courts  are  all  held  in 
thes;;nje  place,  and  by  the  same  judges, 
I  ley  are  yet  as  distinct  as  if  they  were 
licild  in  separate  places,  and  before 
dilfercnt  pcrsojis,  and  without  a  doubt 
in  my  mind  should  studiously  be  kept 
distinct.  Confusion  is  a  copious  source 
of  error,  everv  thing  will  go  wrong  if 
we  confound  (jne  jurisdiction  with  ano- 
ther— But  if  we  ke^pihemdistnict  and 
separate,  as  1  ihink  we  ought,  and  do 
Ui X  suirl-r  ojie  jurisdiction  to  exercise 
those  j)ov.  ers  which  are  expressjy  grant- 
ed to  another,  it  will  follow  that  this 
pov\er,  not  bring  granted  to  the  court 
*  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery, 
to  nomine,  '  and  expressly  granted  to 
the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  it 
belongs  .solely  to  the  latter  as  a  court 
f^f  King's  Bench.  Yet  this  power 
caui.ut  be  exercised  by  the  supreme 


court  without  issuing  a  writ  of  cerlto-^ 
rnri  to  bring  the  proceedings  before  it, 
and  wiihout  reviewing  them  when  they 
are  before  it,  to  enable  it  to  see  whe- 
ther the  causes,  assigned  for  appealing 
to  the  immediate  justice  of  the  crown, 
are  sufficient  to  justify  it  in  calling  his 
majesty's  attention  to  the  case,  and  if 
the  cause  be  sufficient,  it  is  further 
necessary  to  review  the  proceedings  in 
order  to  enable  the  court  to  order  and 
regulate  the  terms,  upon  which  the 
appeal  may  be  allowed. 

Second    question. Having    thus 

given  my  opinion  on  the  first  question  I 
was  called  upon  to  consider,  I  proceed 
to  the  second,  which,  situated  as  I  am, 
judge  of  this  court,  and  a  creditor  of 
the  late  nabob,  is  ia  subject  of  peculiar 
delicacy  and  difficulty. 

Having  received  a  letter  from  my 
lord  chief  justice  in  December  last,  I 
concluded  my  answer  with  this  pas- 
sage :  — 

"  As  I  understand  from  Mr.  Orme 
that  tlie  next  sessions  will  be  entirely 
taken  up  with  the  business  of  the  cre- 
ditors, and  as  I  am  one  myself,  and 
therefore  necessarily  interested,  and 
cannot  with  propriety  sit  or  act,  oroffer 
any  opinion  on  the  occasion,  I  trust 
you  will  have  the  goodness  fo  dispense 
with  my  attendance.*' 

Two  naen  were  to  be  tried  at  the 
sessions  for  forgery,  and  a  conspiracy 
to  defraud  the  creditors  of  a  large  sum 
of  money — this  trial  was  the  occasion 
I  wished  to  avoid.  In  justice  to  my 
own  feelings,  and  to  my  own  character, 
as  an  individual,  I  thought  it  right  to 
decline  exposing  myself  to  the  suspicion 
th:it  even  my  presence  might  in  some 
degree  influence  the  verdict  of  (he  jury 
— but  in  dechning  to  sit  and  offer  any 
opinion  npon  that  occasion,  it  was  not 
my  iui  i.tion  to  seal  up  my  lips  for 
e\  er  ;  or  preclude  myself  from  the  free 
discharge  of  my  duty,  in  giving  my 
opinion  on  any  general  or  distinct  point 
of  law  that  might  arise  out  of  it,  nor 
do  I  think  that  my  letter,  in  a  fair  and 
liberal  construction,  will  bear  that 
interpretation.  Yet  my  words  were 
quoted,  and  this  interpretation  put  upon 
them,  tlie  other  day,  by  my  lord  chief 
justice  in  open  court.   "Why  it  was  put 
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npon  them  is  too  obvious  to  nee4  an 
answer.  But  to  borrow  an  expression 
from  hi^  lordship  upon  another  occa- 
sion, it  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty, 
if  after  the  trial  was  over,  and  no 
application  made  for  a  new  one,  I 
should  decline,  when  publicly  called 
upon,  todeliver  ray  opinion  on'^  general 
point  of  law,  which  though  immedi- 
ately arising  from  this  trial,  may  be 
hereafter  brought  into  discussion  in  va- 
rious other  instances :  I  will,  therefore, 
proceed  to  stale  the  question  in  my  own 
way — and  shall  word  it  thus  : — 

Whether  a  person,  convicted  at  a  ses- 
sions of  oyer  and  terminer  and  goal 
delivery  of  a  conspiracy  and  forgery  at 
common  law,  can  be  reprieved  before 
judgment  is  pronounced,  or,  bein^  so 
reprieved,  can  be  let  out  upon  bail  ?  as 
also  how  the  forged  bond  ought  to  be 
disposed  of  ? 

This,  I  believe,  is  as  general  and  fair 
a  way  of  stating  the  question  as  any 
man  could  wish. 

Our  charter  makes  no  provision  for 
reprieving  a  prisoner  convicted  of  any 
offence  under  felony,  nor  for  reprieving 
a  felon  convict  until  sentence  be  passed. 
We  must,  therefore,  look  for  authority 
some  where  else,  for  the  charter  fur- 
nishes us  with  nothing  like  it. 

Plowden  tells  us  (comment.  83.) 
that  King  Henry  IV.  asked  Gascoine, 
one  of  his  judges,  if  a  man  was  to  kill 
another  in  his  presence,  and  a  third  per- 
son was  indicted  for  the  murder  and 
convicted,  how  he  would  act>  The 
judge  replied,  he  would  respite  judg- 
ment, because  he  knew  the  person  was 
innocent,  and  report  to  his  Majesty 
to  grant  his  pardon.  And  the  king,  he 
says,  was  well  pleased  that  the  law  was 
so.  Here  then  is  very  old  authority 
for  reprieving  or  respiting  before  judg- 
ment, an  authority  thnt  seems  to  be  ful- 
ly recognized  by  the  act  of  1  Ed.  VI. 
ch.  7.  Sir  Matthew  Hale  (2  P.  C.  309.) 
is  very  explicit  on  this  subject.  Speak- 
ing of  the  misdemeanors  of  juries,  he 
says — '*  But  what  if  a  jury  give  a  ver- 
dict against  all  reason,  convicting  or 
acquitting  a  person  indicted  against  all 
evidence,  what  shall  be  done  ?  I  say 
if  the  jury  will  convict  a  man  against 
or  without  evidence,  and  against  the 


direction  or  opinion  of  the  court,  the 
court  hath  this  salvo,  to  reprieve  the 
person  convicted  before  judgment,  and 
to  acquaint  the  king,  and  certify  for 
his  paj-don." 

Now  in  the  circumstances  mentioned 
by  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  but  confining 
the  judges*  opinion  to  matters  of  law, 
(2.  11.  P.  C.  313.)  this  is  decisive  of 
the  first  part  of  the  question^  and  as 
to  the  second,  namely,  whether  a  con- 
vict reprieved  before  judgment  can  pro- 
perly be  let'  out  upon  bail,  it  is  easily 
disposed  of  The  charter  empowers  the 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  de- 
livery, even  in  capital  cases,  and  after 
judgment,  to  reprieve  j  and  stating 
the  case  and  evidence,  atid  the  reasons 
for  recommending  the  criminal  to  the 
royal  mercy,  either  to  order  the  offend* 
er  to  be  kept  in  strict  custody,  or  deli- 
ver him  out  to  sufiicient  bail,  or  main- 
prize,  as  the  circumstances  shall  seem 
to  require.  But  if  the  court  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery  can  do 
this  in  capital  cases,  and  even  after  judg- 
ment has  -been  passed,  it  would  seem 
that  it  can  do  it  in  all  minor  offences, 
for  omne  majiis  coniinet  in  se  minus—^ 
and  it  would  the  rather  seem,  so  as 
this  part  of  the  charter  contains  no 
words  of  exclusion — it  does  not,  for  in- 
stance, say  that  the  power  shall  be  exer- 
cised in  capital  cases  only,'  and  there- 
fore seems  to  give  full  operation  to  the 
maxim  I  have  quoted.  1  have  further 
to  observe  that  this  power  vested  in 
the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol 
delivery,  and  if  1  am  right  in  the  opi- 
nion I  have  given  on  the  first  question, 
as  I  think  I  am,  that  that  court  is  a  dis- 
tinct and  separate  jurisdiction  from  this : 
and  if  the  due  exercise  of  that  power 
depends  upon  circumstances,  it  will 
follow,  that  when  the  proceedings  have 
not  been  removed  into  this  court,  we 
can  form  no  judgment  whether  it  has 
been  duly  exercised  or  not,  we  can 
know  nothing  whatsoever  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  ihcretore  cannot  say 
whether  or  not  they  were  sufficient  to 
justify  the  reprieve,  or  the  adaii-ision  to 
bail — the  case  is  not  before  us. 

In  regard  to  the  third  part  of  the 
question,  namely,  how  ihc  forged  bond 
ought  to  be  dibposed  of,  it  was  moved       M 
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the  other  day,  and  perhaps  irregularly, 
as  the  proceedings  have  not  been  re- 
moved, that  it  should  be  lodged  with 
the  officer  of  the  court ;  the  bond  being 
then,  and  I  suppose  it  still  is,  in  the 
hands  of  the  commissioners  for  investi- 
gating the  Carnatic  debts.  The  opinion 
of  my  lord  chief  justice,  if  I  understood 
him  correctly,  was,  that  it  rested  with 
these  gentlemen  to  deposit  the  bond  in 
court  or  not,  as  they  should  think  pro- 
per. He  said  it  could  not  be  in  safer 
hands  than  with  the  officers  of  the 
court  5  but  that  they  were  to  use  their 
discretion  in  the  matter,  that  he  would 
not  order  it.  His  lordship  said  he  con- 
sidered the  bond,  although  tainted,  to 
be  still  an  outstanding  claim  ;  and  that, 
notwithstanding  the  verdict  which  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  a  forgery,  he  thought 
the  commissioners  were  compclcnt  to 
exercise  their  judgment  upon  it,  and  to 
recommend  it  as  a  good  and  a  valid 
bond,  if  they  thought  proper  so  to  do, 
but  that  it  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty 
if  they  suffered  the  verdict  to  influence 
their  judgment  in  the  investigation  of 
that  ciaini. 

This,  I  think,  was  the  substance  of 
what  fell  from  his  lord^jhip  ;  if  I  have 
any  thing  misconceived  his  meaning  I 
shall  be  thankful  to  hmi  ^o  set  me  right 
-—these  sentiments  fell  from  him  in  the 
warmth  ofargnment,  and  I  should  be  ex- 
tremely sorry  to  impute  them  to  him, 
unless,  on  reflection,  he  should  think 
proper  to  avow  them — but  I  must 
withhold  my  assent,  as  they  stand  at 
present,  and  should  deem  myself  un- 
worthy of  the  place  I  occupy  on  this 
bench,  did  I  not  express  my  warm  dis- 
sent to  sentiments,  o[)cn]y  delivered, 
which,  if  adhered  to,  seem  to  me  to  be 
fraught  with  public  iriconvenience. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  what  niay  be 
the  result  of  the  reference  to  his  Ma- 
jesty— he  may  refuse  to  grant  a  pardon 
altogether — and  it  is  most  likely  he 
will,  as  I  believe  he  has  never  yet  been 
known  to  onrdcn  the  ciinie  of  forgeiy, 
and  in  that  event  judgment  must  not 
only  be  pronounced,  but  the  bond  can- 
celled (3  inst.  6'0),  for  all  prosecutions 
of  forgery  have  two  objects  in  view,  to 
defeat  the  criminal  intc/ition  of  the 
^       oflfender,  where  that  intention  has  not 
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punish  him  for  the  means  be  employed 
to  effect  it — to  inflict  the  punishn^t 
and  yet  to  leave  it  in  his  power  to  effect 
his  criminal  intention  would  be  absurd; 
and  therefore,  in  cases  of  forgery,  the 
court  commonly  takes  care,   by  can- 
celling the  forged  paper,  or  deliveriDg 
it  up  to  the  prosecutor  for  that  purpose, 
that  an  improper  use  shall  not  be  made 
of  it, 3  should  then  a  refusal  of  pardon 
be  the  result  of  a  reference  to  the 
crown,  where  shall  we  look   for  the 
forged    bond,    if   it   be    suffered    to 
remain  with  the  commissioners  ^  for 
these  gentlemen  act  under  instructions 
from  the  commissioners  in  England,  by 
whom  they  are  directed  to  transmit  to 
them  all  bonds  upon  which  any  claim 
is  founded.    Should  bis  Majesty,  there- 
fore, be  advised  to  adhere  to  his  resola- 
tion  not  to  pardon  forgery,  and  orden 
come  out  to  us  to  proceed  to  judgment, 
are  we  to  send  to  England  for  the  bond? 
The  Court  ought  not,  surely,  to  expose 
itself  to  this  inconvenience,  nor  to  the 
far    greater,    perhaps,     of    rendering 
future  judgment  wholly  ineffectual  by 
seeing  this  bond  acknowledged  by  the 
commissioners  as  a  just  claim,  and  pot 
in  a  train  of  payment — a  bond  which, 
after    a    full  defence,   has  been  pro- 
nounced by  a  British  jury  to  be  a  for- 
gery ',  and  the  evidence  brought  io  sup- 
port of  it,  has  been,  by  another  jury,  pro- 
nounced to  be  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 
Should  the  commissioners  be  encoa- 
raged  to  venture  so  far  as  this,  shouW 
they  be  led  to  hold  the  verdicts  of  two 
grand  juries  and  two  petit  juries  in  such 
disregard  as  to  declare  this  bond  an  ho- 
nest and  fair  claim,6hall  we  t)^  justified 
in  the  eyes  of  our  sovereign  and  "oar 
country,  in  assisting  to  lead  them  into 
error,  by  leaving  it  in  their  power  so  to 
do  ?     It  is  our  duty,  I  think,  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  such  a  con- 
duct:  it  is  also  our  duty  to  await  the 
result  of  the  reference  to  his  Majesty, 
and  to  have  every  thing  in  readiness  to 
obey  the  royal  orders  as  soon  as  we 
receive    them — should    the    king  be 
pleased  so   far  to  extend  his  mercy  to 
the  olfei^ders  as  to  grant  them  a  condi- 
tional pardon,  and  the  condition  be  that 
the  forged  bond  shall  be  cancelled— 
IIow  shall  we  carry  his  orders  into  exc- 
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reflch> — if  it  is  not  in  our  actual  custody 
and  power  ?  Why  the  officer  of  the 
court  was  permitted  to  return  it  to 
them  I  know  not,  but  by  suffering  it 
to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sioners, we  place  ourselves  in  the  situ- 
ation of  not  being  able  to  conform  to 
the  orders  he  may  think  proper  to  send 
to  us — and  why  draw  this  incdnveni- 
ei2ce  on  ourselves,  when  we  have  it  in 
our  power  to  av^id  it,  by  directing  that 
the  bond  be  lodged  with  the  otficer 
of  the  court. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  draw  a 
great  inconvenience  on  ourselves  by 
su^ring  the  bond  to  remain  in  their 
hands,  we  expose  them  to  solicitations 
and  importunities  to  pass  it  as  fair  de- 
mand, which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to 
be  avoided — for  these  gendemen  are 
not  placed  above  the  law— their  pow- 
ers of  decision  arise  solely  from  the 
deed  between  the'  company  and  the 
creditors,  which  is  neither  ratified  nor 
confirmed  by  parliament,  as  is  evi- 
dent from  the  gth  clause  of  the  act — 
they  are  liable,  like  all  other  trustees,  to 
suits  for  abuse  of  trust,  and  should  not, 
I  think,  be  unnecessarily  exposed  to 
k,  nor  10  the  serious  inconvenience  of 
admitting  in  the  list  of  claims,  which 
they  are  bound,  through  the  commis- 
sioners in  England,  to  lay  before  the  two 
houses  of  parlianient  at  every  sessions, 
with  the  grounds  of  their  decision,  that 
they  passeid  this  bond,  or  recommendeil 
it  to  be  passed,  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  verdict  of  a  British  Jury — for  these 
reasons  I  am  clearly  and  strongly  of 
opinion  that  an  order  should  be  made 
for  depositing  the  bond  with  the  officer 
of  the  court. — I  shall  close  what  I  had 
to  say  on  this  question  by  observing, 
that  though  a  creditor  of  the  late  nabob, 
I  am  not,  at  present,  in  the  smallest 
degree,  interested  in  this  bond.  The 
verdict  of  a  British  jury  having  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  a  forgery,  even  the 
semblance  of  validity  is  for  ever  gone, 
and  by  its  validity  only  could  my  inte- 
rests be  affected.  Though  the  verdict 
has  not  had  the  aid  of  judgment,  its 
propriety  has  not  been  questioned  by  the 
defendants  themselves,  and,  by  not 
praying  a  new  trial,  which  might  have 
been  granted,  they  have  acknowledged 


crime  of  forgery  may,  perhaps,  be  par- 
doned ;  but  no  pardon  can  stamp  a 
value  on  the  bond — that  will  for  ever 
remain  a  tainted,  and,  I  may  venture  to 
say,  an  useless,  paper  :  for  the  commis- 
sioners in  England,  with  whom  the 
final  decision  rests,  on  all  the  Carnatic 
claims,  will  unquestionably  hold  the 
trial  by  jury,  that  great  palladium  of 
our  liberties,  in  too  much  veneration,  to 
allow  the  opinions  of  any  individuals 
here  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the 
verdict  of  twelve  men  upon  their  oaths, 
nor  would  it,  I  apprehend,  be  suffered 
by  parliament,  to  whom  they  undoubt- 
edly are  accountable.  I'he  quotation 
from  my  letter  will,  therefore,  1  trust, 
miss  its  evident  aim — to  cast  on  my  opi- 
nion, if  I  should  venture  to  give  one, 
the  imputation  of  interest ;  bat  I  am 
too  well  Known  in  this  settlement  to 
have  my  integrity  brought  into  ques- 
tion. I  am  not  now  interested  in  the 
fate  of  this  bond,  nor  was  I  from  the 
moment  the  justice  of  the  verdict  was 
acknowledged,  by  neither  moving  for  a 
new  trial,  nor  an  arrest  of  judgment.  I 
am  neither  interested,  in  it  myself,  nor 
is  any  one  connected  with  me. 

Third  question.— As  to  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  prayer  of  Mr.  Marsh, 
for  an  order  from  this  court  to  print  the 
late  trials,  ought  to  be  granted  or  not. 

I  think  that  as  these?  iiiaU  are  not 
before  this  court,  but  betore  the  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  de- 
delivery,  the  application  would  more 
properly  be  made  to  that  court ;  but, 
perhaps,  as  this  is  not  a  question  of  law, 
and  my  lord  chief-justice,  before  whom 
the  men  were  tried,  presides  here,  we 
may,  placing  a  perfect  confidence  iu 
Mr.  Marsh's  ability  and  correctness, 
give  him  leave  to  print  them :  but 
what  end  will  our  permission  answer, 
if  there  exists  any  where,  within  the 
settlement,  a  power  to  controul  the 
liberty  of  the  press  ? — He  has  already 
applied  to  the  chief  secretary  of 
government  for  leave  to  publish  them, 
and  has  leceived  for  answer,  that  it  is 
not  thought  expedient,  and  nothing 
more  3  no  reason  given  why  it  should 
not  be  printed  3  but  it  sometimes  is  not 
convenient  to  assign  reasons. — Thf 
chief  secretary  could  not  have  said,  thi 
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power  to  revive  the  act  of  Charles  II. 
for  restraining  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
That   act,  atler  two  revivals,  expired 
about  100  years  ago,  and  all  the  ellbrts 
of  king  William^  tha:  jireat  favourite 
of  the   nation,  were  not  sufficient  to 
prevail  on  parliament  to  revive  it  again. 
Parliament  knew  loo  well  the  value  of  a 
firee  press  to  put  it  under  any  other  re- 
striction, than  that  already  imposed  on 
it  by  the  law  ot  libels.  The  chief  secre- 
tary might,    perhaps,    have   said   ^lat 
government  had  been  for  many  years  in 
the  exercise  of  a  power  to  restrain  the 
press  ;  by  prohibiting  the  publication  of 
any    thing    that    may  create   private 
uneasiness,  or  public  ferment ;  and  that 
the  settlement  had  so  long  acquiesced 
in  the  assumption  of  this  power,  that 
it  had  grown  into  a  right,  which  they 
now  thought  propei    to  exercise  5  al- 
lowing fo   a  moment  that  the  acquies- 
cence of  the  settlement  for  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years  past,  (for  beyond  that 
period  there  was  no  press  at  Madras) 
could  confer  such  a  right.  It  was  limit- 
ed to  the  newspapers,  and  never  ex- 
tended, nor  meant  to  be  extended,  to 
the  length  to  which  it  would  now  be 
carried.  In  the  case  of  the  Ki^ig  against 
Paupiab  and  others,  many  years  ago, 
for  a  conspiracy  against  Mr.  David  Ha- 
Ji burton,  no  such  right  was  pretended 
to  5  that  trial   was  printed  and  publish^ 
ed  at  Madras,  and   no  objection  what- 
soever made  to  it  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ment,    even     though     the    governor 
and  council  were  then  judges  of  oyer 
and  terminer,  and  formed  the  court  be- 
fore  whom  ihe   defendant  was   tried. 
They  were    not   lawyers,    and    were, 
therefore,  liable  to  errors  in  judgment, 
which  they  might  not  have  wished   to 
have  exposed  to  the  observation  of  the 
public.  But  no  objection  whatever  was 
made.— The  other  day  at  Calcutta  the 
trial  of   Mr.  Tucker,    for    an   assault 
on  a  married  lady,  with  intent  to  com- 
mit a  rape,  was  printed  and  published. 
At  Bombay  all  the  trials  of  consequence 
are    printed    in    the   public    papers — 
many  have  appeared  in  th-.^  public  prpers 
of  Bengal,   and  some  have   lately   ap- 
peared in  our  own      Why  then  object 
to  a"  publication  of  the  late  trial  ?    Are 
the  characters  and  conduct  of  the  men 
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be  mentioned?  or  are  the  public  ks8 
interested  in  being  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  which  came  out  oa 
tlieir  trials,  than  they  were  in  those 
which  have  at  various  times  already 
appeared  ?— Nothing  of  this  kind  couW 
possibly  be  the  cause  of  relusing  to  let 
those  trials  be  made  public. — ^We 
must,  therefore,  look  to  something 
else — perhaps  to  an  apprehension  of 
improper  interference  jp  the  suits  of 
other  men,  approaching,  nay  possibly 
amounting,  to  maintenance  "  an  ot- 
fence"  as  Blackstone  informs  us  (4 
Corti.  135)  *'  against  public  justice,  as 
it  keeps  alive  strife  and  contention, 
and  perverts  the  remedial  process  of 
the  law  into  an  engine  of  oppression, 
and  therefore,  by  the  Roman  law,  it 
was  a  species  of  the  crimen  falsi  to 
enrer  into  any  confederacy,  or  to  do 
any  act  to  support  another's  law  suit, 
by  money,  witness,  or  patronage."— 
The  excellent  lawyer  and  upright 
judge,  who  quitted  us  last  October, 
noticed  a  similar  imprudence  in  the 
case  of  I  Abbot  v.  Hussain-ul-Moolk, 
and  pronounced  it  from  the  bench  to 
be  maintenance. 

If,  then,  the  secret  reason  of  think- 
ing it  inexpedient  to  permit  the  public- 
cation  of  these  trials,  was  to  prevent 
the  exposure  of  their  falling  a  second 
time  into  the  saiiie  error,  it  was  cer- 
tainly prudent — But  more  prudence 
would  have  been  shewn,  if  they  had 
taken  the  blunt  hint  of  sir  Henry 
Gwillim,  and  avoided  the  error  alto- 
gether.— 1  was  for  three-and- twenty 
years  a  confidential  servant  of  the 
company  under  this  government,  and 
feel  an  habitual  leaning  towards  them 
— I  am  not,  therefore,  inclined  to 
impute  any  thing  to  them  beyond 
imprudence — but  imprudent,  I  am 
afraid,  they  have  been,  in  taking  any 
part  in  a  cause.  Which  seemed  to  call 
on  them  for  a  steady  and  determined 
neutrality—  and  had  I  still  been  their 
attorney-general,  this  is  the  conduct 
I  should  have  advised. — All  this,  how« 
ever,  may  soon  be  overlooked  and  for- 
gotten, if  the  error  be  not  farther  re- 
peated; but  the  unauthorized  restric- 
tion of  the  press  cannot  be  so  easily 
passed  over.     It  is  the  dearest  privily 
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est  protection  of  b'3  liberties— the » 
greatest  check  on  tht;  extension  of  au- 
thority to  which  we  are  all  naturally 
inclined— it  is  the  best  security  we 
have  for  th^  pure  administration  of  the 
laws  we  live  under,  and  for  keeping 
unpolluted,  by  undue  influence  or  ar- 
bitrary decision,  the  sacred  seats  of 
justice;  Mr.  Marsh  has,  therefore, 
my  leave,  as  far  as  it  can  avail  him,  to 
publish  these  trials.  But  my  leave  is 
comparatively  of  little  value.  By  the 
constitution  of  the  court,  my  lord  chief 
justice  at  present  possesses  a  double, 
or  casting  voice:  whether,  therefore, 
Mr.  Marsh  shall  or  shall  not  have  the 
leave  of  the  court,  depends  on  the  in- 
clination of  his  Lordship's  mind. 

Madras 
Occurrences  for  March. 

General  Orders, 
FortSt.Gbohoe,  March  5. — The 
resident  at  Travancore,  in  a  dispatch, 
under  date  the  21st  ultimo,  having 
communicated  an  account  of  the  spirit 
and  gallantry  with  which  a  part  of  the 
British  forces,  encamped  atj  Quilon, 
under  the  command  of  Iteutenant- 
CQlonel  Chalmers,  consisting  of  two 
colooins,  under  the  respective  com- 
mands of  lieutenant-colonel  Picton,  of 
his  Majesty's  1 2tli  regiment,  and  the 
honourable  'lieutenant-colonel  Stuart, 
of  his  Majesty's  19th  regiment,  as- 
saulted the  batteries  and  works,  erect- 
ed by  the  enemy  in  front  of  that  posi- 
tion, and,  after  having  silenced  and 
carried  the  batteries,  captured  seven 
gQos.  The  honourable  the  governor  in 
council  has  great  pleasure  in  recording 
the  high  sense  which  he  entertains  of 
the  skill  and .  judgment,  evinced  by 
lieutenant- colonel  Chalmers  in  the  ai^ 
raogeroents  i>iade  by  him  to  secure 
the  success  of  the  attack  upon  the 
euemy's  position,  and  requests  that 
lieutenant-colonel  Chalmers  will  con- 
vey to  lieutenant-colonel  Picton,  to  the 
honourable  lieutenant-colonel  Stuart, 
and  to  the  officers  and  men  who  served 
under  them,  the  public  thanks  of  the 
hoDourable  the  governor  in  council^ 


for  their  meritorious  exertions  on  this 
occasion. 

SUPBEME  COURT,    MARCH  3. 

The  King  on  the  prosecution  of   Fenau 

gum,  versus  John  Bailty  and  hoy  a 

Reddy  Row, 

At  an  adjourned  session  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  held  on  the  3d  instant,  at 
the  court-house,  in  Fort  St.  George, 
before  sir  T.  A.  Strange,  knight,  chief- 
justice,  came  on  to  bie  tried  an  indict- 
ment, aga'mst  John  Batley  and  Reddy 
Row,  for  a  cheat  and  conspiracy.  I'he 
indictment  charged  that  the  above 
persons  had  conspired  to  defruud  one 
Sadras  Venaigum  Moodeliar,  a  soucar, 
of  the  sum  of  15,500  star  pagodas, 
by  inducing  him  to  take  a  security, 
purporting  to.be  a  hona  fide  bond  of 
the  late  nabob,  Omdut-ul-Omrah,  for 
that  sum;  whereas  the  same  was  alleged 
to  be  a  forgery. 

The  j^bove  indictment  was  tried  by 
a  special  jury,  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen : 

James  halibur,  esq.  foreman^ 

F.  I  Collis, 
Edward  Dent, 
John  Gwatkin, 
W.  Hawkins,. 

G,  G.  Keble, 
John  M^Douall, 
W.  Oliver; 
Mark  Roworth, 
John  Tulloh, 
W.  Weston, 

AND 

Martin  Jolly,  esquires. 

The  trial  lasted  four  days,  and  on 
Monday,  the  6th  instant,  the  jury  re* 
turned  a  verdict  of  guilty.  The 
defendants  were  on  Wednesday 
brought  up  for  judgment,  when  the 
honourable  the  chief-justice  declared 
his  intention  of  submitting  this  verdict, 
-as  he  had  done  "the  two  former  ones, 
to  the  determination  of  his  Majesty  ; 
and  that,  until  his  pleasure  could  be 
known,  ho  should  release  the  prisoners 
from  gaol,  and  allow  them  to  be  ut 
large  on  their  recognizances. 

March   23. — ^The    following  is  a 
more  circumstantial  account    of   t' 
operations  of  the  southern  bngac' 
the  Madras  army  agamtit  the   i,: 
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dable  lines  of  Arambooley,  than  has 

hitherto  appeared. 

The  whole  force  employed  on  this 
service,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
St.  Leger,  consisted  of  his  Majesty^s 
'6g\h  regiment  of  foot,  ^00  men  of  the 
1st  battalion  of  the  5rd  Native  infantry, 
the  l8t  battalion  of  the  13th  Native  in- 
fantry, the  6th  regiment  of  Native  ca- 
valry, and  a  party  of  artillery,  with  ten 
field  pieces  and  four  howitzers.  They 
arrived  at  the  Travancore  frontier  and 
pitched  their  canfp  opposite  to  the 
Arambooleygate,  on  the  6th  February, 
four  days  previous  to  the  assault.  The 
works  at  Aramboolcy  constitute  a  line 
of  fortifications,  which  extends  for  the 
apace  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  from 
hill  to  hill,  and  is  flanked  on  the  right 
and  left  by  strong  redoubts  constructed 
on  either  height.  The  great  gate  in 
the  centre  of  the  lines  covers  the  princi- 
pal pass  through  the  huge  rampart  of 
Tnountains  which  divide  the  kingdoms 
of  Travancore  from  the  English  pro- 
vinces. The  force,  by  which  this  im- 
portant barrier  was  defended,  consisted 
of  5000  regular  infantry,  armed  and 
disciplined  after  the  manner  of  the  com- 
pany's sepoys,  and  commanded  by 
several  Europeans,  besides  an  immense 
multitude  of  Nair  bowmen  and  other 
regular  troops.  Though  the  following 
concise  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  storming  party  contains  few  parti- 
culars beyond  those  which  are  already 
known,  it  will  still,  as  the  testimony 
of  an  eye-witness,  be  perused  with 
•ome  degree  of  interebt. 

'  The  access  to  the  works  was  ex- 
tremely difficult,  from  the  steepness  of 
the  hills,  from  jungles,  ravines,  and 
rocks.  The  batteries  on  tJ>e  southern 
hill  commanded  the  whole  line;  and 
it^  was  proposed  by  Jyiajor  Welsh, 
who  commands  our  corps,  to  take  pos- 
session of  this  hill  in  the  night,  by 
surprize.  This  plan  was  adopted,  and 
he  accordingly  marched  on  the  night  of 
the  9th  inst.  with  two  companies  of  the 
69 th,  two  companies  of  the  1st  bat- 
talion 3d  regiment,  and  seven  compa- 
nies of  our  battalion,  the  2d  of  the  3d. 
A  party  of  pioneers  carried  scaling  lad- 
ders, aiul  he  had  a  few  artillerymen 
with  hira.    I  went  \s  ith  our  corps ;  we 


were  all  night  in  getting  up  the  bill, 
through  the  obstacles  I  mentioned.  The 
enemy  appeared  very  vigilant,  but  their 
whole  attention  was  directed  to  the 
north  hill,  towards  which  we  had  sent 
several  reconnoitring  parties  the  day 
before.  Having  goi  to  the  top,  the 
scaling  ladders  were  placed,  and  the 
whole  force  got  in  about  an  hour  before 
day-light,  without  disturbing  a  single 
centinel.  It  was  not  a  difficult  matter 
then  to  drive  the  enemy  down  the 
hill.  Our  artillerymen  turned  the  guns 
of  the  battery  against  the  line,  and,  at 
soon  as  day  broke, ,  a  party  of  oun 
charged  the  eaemy  on  the  ramparts  d 
the  line,  and  drove  them  before  them. 
At  this  time  the  rest  of  colonel  St 
Leger's  force  came  up  from  the  camp, 
and  the  doors  being  opened  for  them 
they  entered,  and  took  possession  of 
the  pass  and  all  the  works.  We  had  a 
captain  and  a  sepoy  mortally  wounded, 
besides  five  or  six  others  slightly. 

After  an  interval  of  a  few  days,  wbidi 
were  employed^  in  destroying  the 
enemy's  works,  and  the  unserviceable 
portion  of  his  ordnance,  the  army,  be- 
ing joined  by  500  Coffres  belonging 
to  the  Ceylon  regiment,  and  a  party 
of  about  100  men  of  the  royal  artillery, 
whom  general  Maitland  h^d  dispatch- 
ed for  Ceylon,  began  their  naarch 
into  the  interior  on  the  17th.  The 
enemy,  meanwhile,  had  taken  post  at 
Kotar,  not  more  than  seven  milet 
distant  from  the  British  camp,  and 
there  awaited  our  approach.  An  ad- 
,  vanced  party  of  colonel  St.  Leger's 
army,  however,  under  the  command 
ofcoloned  Macleod,  of  the  10th  re- 
ginrient,  having  eiitertxl  ihe  village,  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  the  attack,  and 
drove  the  Travancorians  from  their 
guns  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The 
gnns,  to  tjie  nuoaber  of  15,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  conquerors.  Our 
loss  in  this  engagement  did  not  exceed 
the  number  of  four  or  five  killed,  and 
about  thirty  wounded;  neither  waathe 
slaughter  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
very  considerable,  the  greater  part  of 
"  them  being  saved  by  the  precipitancy 
of  their  flight.  Such,  indeed,  was  the 
panic,  which  these  rapid  and  repeated 
r^t'ftrses  liad  difiused  arnon^  all  ranks. 
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that  they  abandoned  to  their  pursners 
the  fortresses  of  Outegherry  and  Papa* 
naveram,  which  are  situated  about  ten 
miles  from  Kotar,  and  are  accounted 
two  of  the  strongest  posts  in  the  whole 
country.  Colonel  St.  Leger,  after 
blowing  up  the  ordnance  which  he 
J)ad  captured  at  Kotar,  advanced 
again  on  the  19th,  and  took  possession 
of  both  fortresses. 

On  the  26th  February,  the  date  of 
our  latest  advices,  the  army  remained 
encamped  within  five  miles  of  Papa- 
naverara.  To  the  great  mortification 
of  our  gallant  countrymen,  the  splen- 
did palace  of  the  rajah  ^t  that  place 
was  found  entirely  empty,  the  im- 
mense treasure  of  money  and  jewels, 
which  it  was  supposed  to  contain,  hav- 
ing been  carefully  removed  at  the 
time  of  the  evacuation. 

Besides  the  detachment  of  artillery 
and    infantry     from    Ceylon,    which 
joined  colonel    St.    Leger  after    the 
storna  of  Arambooley,   the  whole  of 
the  king's  19th  foot,  commanded   by 
lieateoant-colonel  the  honourable   P. 
Stuart,  through  the  zeal  and  exertions 
of  the  Ceylon   government,  had,  on 
the  first  intelligence  of  the  disturbances, 
been  dispatched  to  Quelon :  they  reach- 
ed that  place  by  sea  on  the  4th  ult. 
After  the  arrival  of  this  reinforcement, 
the  army   there,   under  colonel  Chal- 
mers, consisted  of  upwards  of    1200 
Europeans,  iiKluding  his  Majesty's  i2th 
and    19th  regiments,    and  four  bat- 
talions of  Native  infantry.     In  conse- 
quence of  the  great  difficulty  of  col- 
lecting in  that    quarter    a   sufficient 
Dunqber  of  draft  bullocks,  and  other 
necessary  articles    of    equipment  for 
the    field,     this    powerful    ibrce    had 
hitherto  remained   on   the    defensive. 
The  two  principal  attempts  made  by 
the    Trav  ancorians  on    colonel  Chal- 
mers's camp,  took  place  on  thel5thand 
31st  of  January  J  the  engagement  of 
the  l^th'wasthe  most  se\ere  of  the 
two  5    the  loss  of  the   12th  regiment 
on    that  day  amounted  to  eight  men 
killed  and  4«5    wounded,    and   that  of 
the  sepoy  regiments,  in  all,  to  about  do 
or  70  rank  and  file.    The  enemy  left 
700  dead,  and  ten  pieces  of  ordnance, 
-^r»  »K*>  fiftld  ftf  battle.     The  Dortinn    of 


their  wounded  of  course  could  not  be 
accurately,  ascertained.  On  both  ^hese 
occasions  our  Native  troops  vied  with, 
the  Europeans  in  their  steadiness  and 
valour. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  treaty 
with  the  rajah  of  Travancore  had  ac- 
tually been  concluded  at  the  period  to 
which  these  accounts  extend.  Pro- 
posals of  submission,  however,  on  the 
same  terms  which  had  been  formerly 
proffered  by  the  English  government, 
are  said  to  have  been  sent  by  the  rajah 
into  camp.  Colonel  St.  Leger  waited 
the  arrival  of  the  resident,  who  was 
alone  invested  with  power  to  negotiate, 

March  31. — ^The  name  of  lieute* 
nant  Gore,  commanding  the  light  com- 
pany of  the  1st  battlion  of  the  3d 
regiment,  and  ensign  Meredith  attach- 
ed to  the  grenadiers  of  that  corpsl  hav- 
ing been  accidentally  omitted  in  tlie 
letter  from  Jieutenant  colonel  the  hon« 
A.  St.  Leger,  dated  the  10th  ultimo, 
enclosing  a  list  of  the  officers  who  ac- 
companied  the  detachment  employed 
in  the  escalade  of  the  lines  at  Aram- 
booley 5  the  governor  in  council  has 
much  satisfaction  in  publishing  to  the 
army  the  names  of  lieutenant  Gore 
and  ensign  Meredith,  whose  conduct 
is  equally  entitled  to  that  public  ap- 
probation, by  which  he  has  had  great 
pleasure  in  marking  his  sense  of  the 
gallant  exertions  of  all  the  other  officers 
engaged  in  that  arduous  enterprise. 

Madras 
Occurrences  for  April. 

Judicial  Department. — The  fol- 
lowing proclamation,  published  by  thd 
authority  of  the  judge  and  magistrate 
of  the  Zillah  of  Verdachellum,  is  made 
public  for  general  information. 

PROCLAMATION. 
Zillah  Vejidachellum,  30th 
March,  I8O9. —  **  Whereas  on  the 
night  of  the  12th  of  March,  I809,atthe 
Choultry  nam«d  Tavalacoopang,  neat 
and  within  the  limits  of  Pondicherry, 
an  attack  was  made  on  18  Gollah 
Peons,  or  otliers,  carrying  a  large  sum 
of  money  in  ruoees  from  Madras  to 
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Cuddalore,  the  persons  in  charge  of 
the  money  were  wounded,  and  the 
money  carried  away.  This  is  to  give 
notice,  that  a  reward  of  one  thousand 
Star  Pagodas  will  be  given,  upon  con- 
viction, to  any  person,  or  persons^  who 
will  lodge  such  information  in  the 
office  of  the  magistrates  of  the  Zillahs 
of  Verdachellum,  or  of  Chingleput,  as 
will  lead  to  the  detection  and  appre- 
hension of  the  ringleader,or  ringleaders, 
the  instigator,  or  instigators,  of  (his 
atrocious  robbery,  or  who  will  appre- 
hend and  deliver  the  afioresaid  persons 
into  the  jail  of  the  Zillahs  abovenamed. 
And  it  is  hereby  further  made  known, 
that  a  ueward  of  Star  Pagodas  100  will 
be  given  upon  conviction  to  any  person, 
or  persons,  who  will  apprehend  and 
deliver  into  either  of  the  jails  aforesaid, 
or  who  will  give  such  information  as 
fnay  lead  to  the  apprehension  of  any 
of  the  other  persons,  who  may  have 
been  actively  jengaged  in  the  commts- 
sion  of  this  robbery." 

(Signed)     D.  Co£kburn, 
Magistrate. 
By  order  of  the  honorable  the  gover- 
nor in  council. 

E.  C.  Greknway, 
Act.  sec.  to  government. 

Fort  Si.  George, 
April  5,  18C^. 

Madras 
Occurrences  for  May. 

Generalorders  by  the  governor  in  council. 

Fort  St.  Georob,  May  1. — The 
zeal  and  discipline,  by  which  the  mili- 
tary establishment  of  Fort  St.  George 
bad  long  been  distinguished,  induced 
the  governor  in  council  to  expect  that 
the  measures,  which  the  violent  and  in- 
temperate acts  of  the  late  commander- 
in-chief  had  imposed  on  the  govern- 
ment, would  be  received  by  all  the 
officers  of  the  army  with  the  senti- 
ments of  respect  and  obedience  pre- 
scribed by  the  principles  of  military 
.  subordination,  arid  due  to  the  govern- 
ment by  which  those  measures  were 
adopted,  as  well  as  to  the  authorities 
to  which  tlicy  were  ultiaiately  referred. 


The  governor  in  council  has,  however, 
learned,  with  a  degree  of  surprize  pro- 
portionate to  the  confidence  which  he 
reposed  in  the  discipline  of  the  army, 
that  soon  after  the  departure  of  the 
Itte  commander-ia-chief,  proceedings 
of  the  most  unjustifiable  nature,  ami 
correspondent  to  the  example  which 
he  had  afiTorded,  were  pursued  by  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  army. 

The  most  reprehensible  of  those 
proceedings  consisted  in  the  preparation 
of  a  paper  addressed  to  the  right  honour- 
able the  governor-general,  purporting 
to  be  a  remonstrance,  in  the  naa>e  of 
the  army,  against  the  acts  of  the  govern- 
ment under  which  it  serves. 

That  paper  is  not  more  hostile  to 
the  authority  of  this  government  than 
to  the  first  principles  of  all  government. 
It  maintains  opinions  directly  adi&cwt 
to  the  constitution  of  the  British  ser- 
vice>  and  is  calculated  to  destroy  every 
foundation  of  discipline,  obedieuce^and 
fidelity. 

The  secrecy  observed  in  preparing 
this  seditious  paper,  prevented  for 
some  time  the  discovery  of  the  persons 
engaged  in  that  proceeding.  But  it  has 
now  been  ascertained  that  captain 
Josiah  Marshall,  late  secretary  to  th« 
military  board,  and  lieptenant  colo- 
nel George  Martin,  lately  permitted 
t#  proceed  to.  England,  were  prin- 
cipally concerned  in  preparing  and 
circulating  the  memorial  in  question, 
and  that  lieutenant-colonel  the  honour- 
able Arthur  Sentleger  .  was  active  in 
promoting  its  circulation,  employing 
in  the  influence,  which  he  derived 
from  the  important  command  confided 
to  him  by  the  government,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attempting  the  subversion  of 
its  authority,  and  spreading  disaifection 
among  the  troops  which  it  had  entmst- 
ed  to  his  charge. 

It  has  also  been  ascertained  that 
major  J.  De  Morgan  has  been  actiTe 
in  the  circulation  oif  the  memorial. 

The  governor  in  council  is,  also» 
under  the  necessity  of  noticing  another 
paper  of  a  most  dangerous  tendency, 
lately  in  circulation  at  some  of  tb% 
military  stations,  purporting  to  be  an 
address  from  the  officers  of  the  anny 
to  major  £olet«  the  late  deputy  adja« 
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tant-graefal.  lo  this  address  a  right  is 
assamed,  to  decide  on  the  ads  of  the 
government^  by  condemning^  in  unqua- 
lified terms^  the  sentence  of  suspension 
passed  on  major  Boles ;  and  an  encou- 
ragement is  held  out  to  other  ofHcers  to 
violate  their  duty  to  the  government, 
by  affording  a  pecuniary  indeiQnifica- 
tion>  not  only  to  major  Boles^  but  to 
all  such  officers  as  shall  suffer  by  any 
act  of  the  government  which  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  address  may  deem  ex- 
ceptionable. This  paper^  so'  incompa- 
tible with  the  military  character^  dnd 
so  repugnant  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  military  discipline  and  govern- 
ment, w€s  forced  on  the  attention  of 
the  governor  by  captain  James  Grant, 
commandant  of  his  body  guard,  who, 
while  holding  that  confidential  situa* 
tion,  and  employed  by  order  of  the 
governor  in  council  under  the  resident 
at  Travancore,  transmitted  a  copy  of 
the  paper  to  be  laid  before  the  governor, 
with  an  avowal  that  he  had  afiixed  his 
signature  to  it,  and  a  defence  of  the 
grounds  on  which  he  adopted  that  pro- 
ceeding. 

It  has  also  been  ascertained  that  a 
paper  of  a  similar  tendency  has  been 
circalated  among  the  officers  of  the 
corps  of  artillery  at  the  mounts  and 
that  its  circulation  has  been  promoted 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Robert  fiell^  the 
ofiicer  commanding  that  corps. 

The  governor  in  council  regrets  that 
he  is  obliged  to  notice^  also,  the  conduct 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Chalmers  (com- 
roaoding  in  Travancore),  and  lieute- 
nat-colonel  Cuppage  (lately  command- 
ing in  Malabar,  and  employed  with  the 
troops  under  his  orders  in  Travancore), 
who  appear  to  have  taken  no  steps 
whatever,  either  to  repress  or  report  to 
the  government  the  improper  proceed- 
ings pursvted  by  part  of  the  troops  len- 
der their  orders.  It  is  not  sufficient 
for  officers  holding  comuiands  to  avoid 
a  participation  in  such  proceedings ;  it 
is- their  positive  and  indispensable  doty 
to  adopt  the  most  decided  measures  for 
their  suppression,  and  to  report  them  to 
their  superior  authorities. 

It  has  further  been  ascertained  that 
captain  J.  M*  Coombs,  assistant  qq^r- 
ter-raaster-general    in   Mysore,    has 


beeo  concerned  in  these  reprehensi- 
ble proceedings.   ' 

It  becomes  the  painful  duty  of  the 
governor  in  council  to  mark,  with  the 
displeasure  of  the  government,  the  con- 
duct of  the  above-mentioned  officers, 
who  have  been  engaged  in  a  course  of 
measures,  equally  dangerous  to  the 
.existence  of  discipline,  to  the  founda* 
>tions  of  legal  government,  and  to  the 
interests  of  their  country. 

The  under-mentioned  officers  are  ac- 
cordingly declared  to  be  suspended 
from  the  service  of  the  honourable  the 
company,  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
honourable  the  court  of  directors  shall 
be  known . 

Lieut.-colonel  the  honourable  Ar- 
thur Sentlcger. 

Major  John  De  Morgan. 
Captain  Josiah  Marshall, 
Captain  James  Grant. 
Lieutenant  -colonel  -  commandant 
Robert  Bell  is  removed  from  all  military 
charge  and  command,  until  the  plea- 
sure of  the  honourable  the  court  of  di- 
rectors shall  be  known,  but  be  is  per- 
mitted to  draw  his  regimental  pay  and 
allowances. 

Lieutenant-colonel-commandant  J. 
M.  Chalmers  is  removed  fi-om  the  com- 
mand of  the  subsidiary  force  in  Travan- 
core. 

The  under-mentioned  officers  are 
removed  from  their  staff  appointments, 
and  ordered  to  join  the  corps  to  which 
they  stand  attached. 

Lieutenant-colonel  John  Cuppage, 

Captain  J.  M.  Coombs. 

The  governor  in  council  considers  it 
to  be  proper  to  avail  himself  of  this 
occasion  to  correct  a  misapprehension, 
highly  dangerous  in  its  tendency,  which 
has  arisen  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  with  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  authority  of  the  governor 
in  council.  This  misapprehension  ap- 
pears to  have  originated  in  the  general 
order,  published  by  the  late  comman- 
der-in-chief on  the  28th  of  January 
last,  from  which  it  might  be  inferred 
that  the  authority  of  the  governor  in 
council  is  only  of  a  civil  nature,  where- 
as by  the  express  enactment  of  the 
legislature,  the  entire  civil  and  military 
goYernment  of  the  presidency  of  F«rt 
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St.  George^  aod  ira  dependenciesi  is 
vested  in  the  governor,  in  council.  It 
is  therefore  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  no  officer  of  whatever  rank  while 
serving  under  the  presidency  of  Fort 
St.  George,  can,  without  incurring  the 
X>enalties  of  disobedience  to  the  legis- 
lature of  his  country,  issue  any  order  in 
violation,  or  to  the  derogation,  of  the 
authority  of  the  government  ;  and  that 
every  officer,  complying  with  an  order 
of  that  description,  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  renders  himself  liable  to  the 
forfeiture  of  the  service,  and  to  such 
legal  penalties  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
may  demand. 

While  the  governor  in  council 
deems  it  to  be  proper  to  afford  the 
foregoing  explanation,  he  feels  himself, 
at  the  same  time,  bound  to  acknow- 
ledge that  the  principles,  to  which  he 
bas  adverted,  had  never  been  called  in 
question  until  the  publication  of  the 
above-mentioned  order  of  the  late  com- 
mander-in-chief. On  the  contrary, 
these  principles  bad  been  invariably 
acted  upon  by  the  government,  and  by 
the  officers  of  the  army  of  this  pre- 
sidency, who  have  been  no  less  dis- 
tinguished for  their  obedience  and 
discipline,  th^  for  their  achieve- 
ments in  the  field.  The  governor  in 
council  also  experiences  the  most  sin- 
cere sat  isfection  in  publishing  his  con- 
"Viction  that  the  majority  of  the  army 
bave  resisted  all  participation  in  the 
improper  and  dangerous  proceedings 
described  to  this  order,  and  it  is  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  troops  of  his  ma- 
jesty's service  to  declare  his  entire  ap- 
probation of  the  order,  discipline,  and 
steady  adherence  to  duty,  which  they 
have  invariably  manifested.  The  in- 
formation before  the  government  does 
not  enable  the  governor  in  council  to 
distinguish,  by  the  expression  of  his 
approbation,  all  the  troops  of  the  com- 
pany*d  service  that  have  manifested  the 
Bame  dispositions  -,  but  he  deerqs  it 
to  be  proper  to  notice,  on  this  occasion, 
the  satisfactory  and  exemplary  conduct 
of  the  part  of  the  army  Composing  the 
Hydrabad  subsidiary  force.  The  ho- 
nourable the  goTernof  in  council  is  also 


confident  that  such  officei^i  as  ha?e 
inadvertently  yielded  to  the  roisrepre« 
sentations  of  individuals,  who  have 
been  engaged  in  the  prosecutioa  of 
designs  equally  fatal  to  the  honor  and 
to  the  interests  of  the  army,  will 
in  future  manifest  in  the  service  of  the 
government,  the  obedience,  fidelity, 
and  zea^  which  constitute  the  first  prin* 
ciples  of  their  profession,  which  bave 
hitherto  distinguished  the  army,  and 
which  are  indispensable  to  the  pros<* 
perity  of  the  British  empire  in  India. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  the  go» 
vernor  in  council. 

(Signed)         A.  Falconar, 
Chief  sec.  to  govt, 

Tiie  honourable  the  governor  in 
council  has  been  pissed  to  make  the 
following  appointments : 

Major  T.  H.  S.  Conway  to  be  ad* 
jutant-general  of  the  army,  with  the 
official  rank  of  lieutenant  f  colonel, 
vice  Cuppage. 

Captain  P.  V.  Agnew  to  be  deputy 
adjutant-general  of  the  army,  with 
the  official  rank  of  major,  vice  Con* 
way. 

Lieutenant -colonel  T.  Clarke  to  be 
commandant  of  artillery  with  the  staff 
allowance  annexed  to  that  station,  and 
a  seat  at  the  military  board,  vice 
Bell. 

Major  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bl.  to 
be  commissary  of  stores  in  charge 
of  the  arsenal  of  fort  St.  George,  vice 
Clarke. 

Lieutenant  A.  E.  PatuUo  to  com- 
mand the  honourable  ihe  govemo 's 
body  guard,  vice  Grant. 

Captain  J.  Doveton  of  the  7th  re- 
giment Native  cavalry,  to  be  pay- 
master at  Vizagapatam,  vice  Mar- 
shall. 

The  following  officers,  who  hare 
been  suspended  from  the  service  of 
the"  honourable  company,  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  court  of  directors  shall 
be  known,  are  directed  to  hold  tbeo)* 
selves  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Eng^ 
^nd,  by  such  opportunities  as  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council 
may  think  proper  to  point  oat^  viz* 
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Lieatenant-colonel  the  honourable 
Arthur  Sentleger.—  Major  Thomas 
Boles.— Major  John  De  Morgan.— 
Captain  Josiah  Marshall. —  Captain 
James  Grant. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Sentleger  is  fur- 
ther directed  to  repair  to  the  presi-' 
dency  without  delay. 

The  honourable  the  governor,  hav- 
ing been  pleased  to  appoint  lieutenant- 
colonel  Henry  Conran,  of  his  Majesty's 
royal  regiment,  to  command  the  whole 
of  the  troops  composing  the  garrison 
of  Fort  St.  George,  the  governor  in 
council  directs  that  colonel  Coran  shall 
be  considered  to  be  entitled  to  the 
same  allowances  as  other  officers  hold- 
ing commands  under  the  appointment 
of  the  governor  in  council. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council. 

(Signed)         A.  Falconar, 

Chief,  sec.  to  govt. 

By  order  of  major-general  Gowdie, 
commanding  the  army. 

May,  12. — On  Monday  afternoon, 
the  12th  insta;nt,  anchored  in  Madras 
roads,  his  majesty's. ship.  Fox,  cap- 
tain Hart,  accompanied  by  the  French 
ship.  Caravan,  her  prize.  This  ship 
was  formerly  the  Cartier,  of  Bengal, 
Captain  Aikin,  and  was  taken  in 
October,  1 8O7,  by  the  French  privateer, 
L*Adele.  The  Caravan,  when  cap- 
tured, was  bound  from  Batavia  to 
to  Surabavah,  her  cargo  consists  of 
stones  for  building  forts,  arrack,  coffee, 
and  several  carriages  and  bandies. 

To  captain  R,  Dickie,  commander 
of  the  ship.  Marchioness  IFellesley. 
Dear  Sir, — We  cannot  permit  you 
to  leave  this  port  without  expressing 
to  you  how  highly  we  are  sensible  of 
your  obliging  conduct  towards  us, 
whilst  we  were  your  passengers  from 
Bombay,  and  w  i  \  \\  how  much  solicitude 
you,  on  every  occasion,  studied  our 
comfort  and  convenience. 

We  request  your  acceptance,  of  a 
piece  of  plate,  in  the  form  of  a  cup, 
and  of  jthe  value  of  one  hundred  star 
pagodas,  as  a  small  token  of  remem* 
liranc^. 


With  every  wish  for  your  welfor« 

and  prosperity. 

We  remain,  dear  Sir, 
Your  obedient,  humble  servants, 

James  Russel,  major, — E.  L.  Smythe, 
captain, — H.  Raynsford,  captain,— 
A.  Scott,  lieutenant, —  R.  Parker, 
lieutenant,— E.  Flint,  lieut. — E.J. 
Bannerman,  cornet,  —  Thomas 
Adair,  cornet, —  Thomas  Trotter, 
surgeon. 

To  major  Jaties  Russel;  captain  Ed" 
ward  Smythe,  captain  H.  Rayns- 
ford, Thomas  Trotter,  Esq.  UeU" 
.  tenant  A.  Scott,  lieutenant  Robert 
Parker,  lieutenant  George  Flint , 
comet  E.  J,  Bannerman,  lornet 
Thomas  Adair, 

Gpntlemen,— I  have  the  honour 
to  acknowletjge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  this  date,  expressing  your 
satisfaction  at  my  conduct  towards 
you  during  the  passage  from  Bombay 
on  board  the  Marchioness  oflVeilesley, 
and  requesting  my  acceptance  of  a 
piece  of  plate,  as  a  token  of  your 
remembrance. 

1  beg  to  assure  you,  gentlemen, 
that  I  feel  highly  gratified  by  the 
obliging  manner  in  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  express  your  appro- 
bation of  my  conduct ;  and  accept, 
with  much  plea.sure  and  thanks,  ^he 
piece  of  plate  you  have  presented  to 
me,  which  I  shall  not  fail  to  preserve 
as  a  valuable  testimony  of  your  appro- 
bation. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  my  sincere  and 
best  wishes  for  your  health  and  pros- 
perity, and  remain,  with  great  respecit,— 

QCNTLEMBN, 

Your  very  obliged,  and 

obedient,  hiunble  servant, 

R.  DiciLif* 
Madras,  May  24,  I8O9. 

Madras 
Occurrences  for  June. 

By  William  CBryen  Drury,  esq. 
rear  admiral  of  the  red,  and  com* 
mander-in-chief/or  the  time  being. 
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of  his  majesty*s  sHps.  and  vessels 
employed  in  the  hnst  Indies, 
Wherca*  the  right  honourable  the 
lords  commissioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  &c.  have,  in  consequence  of 
his  majesty's  pleasurfe  previously  signi- 
fied, directed  me  to  establish  the  most 
rigorous  blockade  upon  the  island  of 
Java  and  the  Moluccas,  and  particu- 
larly for  preventing  any  Arab  vessels 
proceeding  from  those  places  to  the 
French  islands,  or  to  the  Red  sea. 

I  do,  therefore,  hereby  declare  the 
said  island  of  Java,  and  the  Moluccas, 
to  be  in  a  estate  of  clo^  and  strict 
blockade  accordingly.  And  that  all 
vessels,  particularly  those  sailing  under 
the  Arab  flag,  which  may  attempt  to 
proceed  from  those«places,  as  well  as 
the  vessels  of  every  nation  which  may ' 
approach  the  same  for  the  purpose  of 
fCommunication,  after  having  received 
due  notice  thereof,  will  be  detained 
and  sent  into  the  nearest  British  port, 
^here  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the 
principles  and  stipulations  of  such  trea- 
ties as  are  applicable  to  the  cases  of 
island*;,  ports,  and  places,  in  a  state  of 
strict  blockade. 

Given  under  ray  hand  on  board  his 
majesty's  ship.  Fox,  in  Madras  rpad$, 
th»  lOth  June,  I8O9. 

(Signed)         W.  O'B.  Dburt. 
By  command  pf  the   commander- 
in-chief, 

(Signed)         R.  BR0MLB7. 

The  honourable  the  governor  in 
pouncil  has  much  satisfaction  in  pub- 
lishing to  the  army  of  this  presidency, 
the  following  letter  from  brigadier- 
general  Malcolm,  late  envoy  to  the 
-  court  of  Persia,  containing  an  honour- 
able testimony  of  the  conduct  of  the 
ofBcers  and  men  belonging  to  this  esta- 
blishment, composing  part  of  the  force 
dtely  assembled  at  Bombay  under  the 
rigadier*8  command. 

To  the  honourahie  Sir  George  Barlow, 
hart,  governor  in  council,  Fort  St. 
George, 
Sir, — I  consider  it  an  act  of  justice 

towarcls  the  different  details  of  this 


presidency,  which  coOiposed  part  of 
the  force  assembled  under  my  orders 
at  Bombay,  to  report  their  meritorious, 
and  exemplary  conduct,  during  their 
slay  on  that  island. 

These  details  amounted  to  near  a 
thousand  men,  and  the  officers  with 
them  were  about  fifty,  and  it  will,  I 
trust,  be  considered  as  highly  honour- 
able to  the  character  of  the  coabt  army, 
that  during  five  months  that  this  party 
of  troops  were  encamped  near  the  po- 
pulous town  of  Bombay,  I  had  not 
.one  complaint  against  them  from  any 
officer  of  police,  or  from  any  of  the- 
authorities  under  government,  nor  had 
I  occasion  to  pass  a  censure  on  the 
conduct  of  any  one  officer,  or  to  notice 
the  occurrence  of  ihe  slightest  di^e-* 
rence,  or  contention,  between  any 
individuals  of  ihe  detachment,  daring 
the  whole  of  that  period. 

I  trust  I  shall  be  paidoned  stating 
the  obligation  T  feel  towards  major 
Russell,  captain  Showen.,  capt.  Poig^ 
nand,  and  captain  Fitzpatrick,  who 
commanded  the  d inherent  details  of 
cavalry,  artillery,  horse  artillery,  and 
pioneers,  under  my  orders,  as  also  to 
lieutenant  Balmain,  lieutenant  Patulk), 
^nd  lieutenant  Little,  who  acted  oq 
my  staff,  and  indeed  to  all  the  officers 
of  the  details,  for  they  were,  without 
an  exception,  actuated  by  one  spirit  of 
harmony  and  zeal,  and  their  conduct 
was  such  as  gave  ample  assurance  of 
that  degree  of  confidence  which  might 
have  been  placed  in  their  effi^rts  had 
they  been  called  upon  to  act  against 
the  eiTeraies  of  their  country. 

I  bad  the  highest  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  great  industry  and 
science  6f  the  officers  of  the  military 
institutiqn  of  this  presidency,  that  were 
attached  to  ray  expedition,  \^bo,  under 
the  superintendance  of  captain  Good- 
fellow,  of  the  engineers,  completed, 
during  my  stay  at  Bombay,  a  very 
large  and  valuable  map,  of  the  wes- 
tern frontiers  of  India,  Persia,  part  of 
Arabia,  Egypt,  and  Turkey. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 

hiimble  servant, 
(Signed)        J.  Malcolm^  B.  G. 
Madras,  May  IQ,  18QQ. 
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In  consideration  of  the  expenses^  to 
hicb  the  troops  kbove  alluded  to  were- 
exposed>  while  under  orders  for  fo 
reign  service  at  Bombay,  the  governor 
in  council  has  been  pleased  to  resolve, 
that  the  officers  and  men  of  all  the 
details,  European  and  Native,  and 
also  the  public  followers,  shall  be  al- 
lowed one  month's  foil  batta,  after 
their  arrival  at  rbeir  respective  destina- 
tions, independently  of  that  which 
tb«y  may  be  entitled  to  for  marching 
thither. 

I'he  governor  in  council,  adverting 
to  the  alacrity  with  which  the  several 
details  composing  the  force  proceeding 
on  the  service  in  question,  has  been 
pleased  to  confer  upon  the  Native  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  honorary  badges  to  be 
worn  as  a  mark  of  distinction,  and  as 
a  proof  of  the  sense  entertained  by  the 
governor  in  council  of  their  attach- 
ment to  the  service,  and  of  their  me- 
ritorious conduct  while  absent  from 
their  own  establishment. 

To  Major  P,  V.  Agnew,  deputy  adju- 
tani'general. 

Sir, — We  the  undersigned  officers, 
forming  a  committee  selected  by  the 
corps  at  Scrroor  and  Poonah  to  repre- 
sent them,  in  carrying  into  effect  their 
wishes  of  presenting  you  with  some 
lasting  memotial  of  the  sense  they  en- 
tertain of  the  highly  correct,  yet  gra- 
tifying manner,  in  which,  for  so  long  a 
period,  you  have  carried  on  the  duties 
attached  to  the  important  situation  of 
deputy  adjutant-general  of  the  Poonah 
force,  feel  great  pleasure  in  commu- 
nicating to  you  that  the  committee 
have  come  to  the  resolution  of  begging 
your  acceptance  of  a  silver  vase,  vaJued 
at  100  guineas,  which  has  been  com^ 
missioned  from  England  for  the  pur- 
pose—Added to  the  gratification  we 
derive  collectively  in  apprising  you  of 
this  act  of  our  public  duty,  is  the  hap- 
piness we  experience,  individually  and 
privately,  in  offering  you  a  tribute, 
which  w^  trust  will  not  fail  to  be  ac- 
ceptable. 

We  remain.  Sir, 

Your's  with  best  regards. 
Major  Wm.  Lewis;    major  George 

Powell  i    captain   Dyson  -,    captain 


Hull;  lieutenant  J.  Hickes;  lieat. 

W,  Speller;  lieutenant  T.  Skirrow. 
Serroor  Cantonments,  June  13. 

{Here  follows  the  names  of  th# 
subscribers] , 

Madras 

Occurrences  Jor  July. 

To  James  Tweedale,  esq.   com.  H.    C, 
ship,  Perseverance,  Madras    Roads, 
Poona7nallee,July  \6,  I8O9. 
Deab  Sir, — Ihipressed  with  a  deep 
sense  of  your  kindness  and  attention 
to  us  during  our  passage  from  England, 
u'e,  with  unfeigned  satisfaction,  avail 
ourselves  of  this  opportunity  of  pub- 
licly testifying  our  acknowledgments. 
With  cnany  wishes  for  your  health  and 
happiness,  and   sinceiely  hoping  yoxx 
may  make  a    prdSperous    voyage  to 
China  andEurope,  we  subscribe  our- 
selves. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  sincere  friends, 
I.  Gillara,  cornet  H.  M.  22d  light 
dragoons, — Henry  Nott,enhign  80th 
regiment, — F.  S.  C.  Brown,  ensign 
80th  regiment,  —  Joseph  Budden, 
lieutenant  H.  M.  17th  light  dra- 
goons,— John  Bowler,  lieutenant 
80th  regiment, — John  Brackenbory, 
lieutenant  his  majesty's  light  dra- 
goons,— C.  P.  W.  Harness,  lieute- 
nant 80th  regiment,— George  Woods, 
lieutenant  Qg\\\  regiment, — M.  R, 
Freeman,  lieutenant  80th  regi- 
ment,— William  Wildey,  captain 
H.  M.  19th  reginient,  commanding 
detachment  on  board  H.  C.  ship^ 
Perseverance. 

Madras,  July  18. — Gentlemen, — 
I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  which,  believt 
me,  was  highly  grati tying  to  my  feel- 
ings, being  conscious  of  the  sincerity  of 
its  contents. 

If  any  kindness  and  attention  has 
been  shewn  you,  it  was  not  only  merit- 
ed by  your  general  uniform  good  con- 
duct, but  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to 
discharge  at  all  times. 

Believe  me,  gentlemen,  you  have  my 
most  earnest  S^Jfhf^yfeiys^ltfaealth, 
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and  success,  and  your  last 
testimony  of  gratitude  towards  me  will 
never  be  erased  from  my  memory. 
I  am,  Grentlemen, 
With  the  highest  esteem. 
Your  most  sincere  friend, 
Jambs  Tweedalb. 
To  captain  Wildey,  IQth  regiment  foot, 
and    the   officers    of  his  majesty  5 
troops,  late  on  hoard  the  Jionourable 
company's  ship.  Perseverance. 

Madras 
Occurrences  for  August. 

G.  O.  By  the  honourable  the  governor 
in  council .  Aug,  3. 
Para.  l.  The  honourable  the  go- 
vernor in  council  judges  it  proper  to 
announce  to  the  Native  troops,  that  the 
very  improper  conduct  01  some  of  the 
European  officers  of  the  company's 
service,  and  the  refusal  of  others  to  ac- 
knowledge their  allegiance  to  the  go- 
vernment, have  rendered  it  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  remove,  for  a  time, 
a  considerable  number  of  European  - 
officers  from  the  exercise  of  autho- 
rity. 

2.  This  measure  will  not,  however, 
ai!ect  in  any  respect  the  situation  of 
the  Native  troops,  who  must  know 
that  their  first  duty  is  to  the  govern- 
ment which  they  serve,  and  from 
which  all  authority  is  derived. 

3.  The  governor  in  council  enter- 
tains the  same  solicitude  for  the  wel- 
fare and  comfort  of  the  Native  troops, 
that  has  invariably  be«a  manifested  by 
the  British  government. 

4.  He  has  no  intention  whatever  of 
making  any  changes  in  their  situation, 
and  be  expects  that  the  Native  troops 
will  display  on  every  emergency  the 
unshaken  fidelity  to  governraent,which 
constitutes  the  first  duiy  of  a  soldier, 
that  they  will  obey  with  zeal  the  orders 
of  the  officers,  whom  the  government 
shall  place  in  authority  over  them, 
that  they  will  refuse  a  belief  to  all 
reports  calculated  to  agitate  their  minds 
and  diminish  their  confidence  in  the 
government,  and  that  they  ^will  not 
aUow  themselves    to  be  involved  in 


measures,  in  any  respect  adverse  to  their 
duty  and  allegiance. 

5.  The  governor  in  council  i»  plead- 
ed to  express  his  approbation  of  the 
good  conduct,  which  has  been  recently 
nianifested  by  the  Native  troops  at  the 
presidency,  in  the  camp  at  the  mount, 
at  Trichinopoly,  and  at  Vellore,  and  be 
is  confident  that  their  behaviour  will 
be  equally  correct  and  loyal  at  ail  other 
stations  of  the  army. 
AuG.5.— The  honourable  the  governor 
in  council  has  been  pleased  to  resolve, 
that  all  the  European  officers  of  the 
company's  service,  who  may  be  re- 
moved from  the  exercise  of  their  mili- 
tary functions  in  consequence  of  their 
refusing  or  omitting  to  sign  the  decla- 
ration required  in  the  orders  of  the 
26  ih  of  July  last,  shall  be  permitted 
to  choose  a  place  for  their  residence, 
until  further  orders,  between  Sadras 
and  Negapatam,  both  places  included; 
from  which  they  are  not  afterwards 
to  proceed  beyond  the  distance  of  five 
miles,  without  the  permission  of  the 
governor  in  council. 

The  governor  in  council  is  further 
pleased  to  direct  that  the  commanding 
officers  of  divisions,  stations,  oi'  corps, 
shall  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
for  obliging  the  officers,  who  may  be 
suspended  from  the  exercise  of  their 
military  functions  for  the  reasons  above 
stated,  to  quit  the  stations  of  their 
corps  without  any  delay  whatever,  and 
to  proceed  with  all  practicable  dispatch 
to  the  places,  which  they  may  choose 
for  their  residence. 

Commanding  officers  of  divisions, 
&c.  are  directed  to  report  to  the  office 
of  the  adjutant  general  of  the  army, 
the  names  of  the  places  which  may  be 
selected  by  the  officers  for  their  resi- 
dence imder  this  order. 

G.  O.  By  the  honourable  the  governor 
in  council. 
On  the  march  of  H.  M.  2d  battalion 
of  the  royals,  from  the  garrison  of  Fort 
St.  George,  lieutenant-colonel  Conraa 
will  assume  the  command  of  the  force 
uijder  orders  of  march  to  the  ceded 
districts,  without  interfering  with  the 
command  of  the  troops  in  the  centre 
division  of  the  aimy.^^^,^ 
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The  governor  in  council  is  pleased 
to  express  liis  entire  approbation  of  the 
conduct  o£  the  2d  battalion  of  the 
royaK,  while  they  have  been  stationed 
at  fort  St.  George. 

The  governor  in  council  requests  that 
lieutenant-colonel  Conran  will  accept 
the  expression  of  his  warnaest  thanks, 
tor  the  able  and  satisfactory  naanner  in  * 
which  be  has  conducted  the  duties, 
incidental  to  the  command  of  the 
troops  in  the  garrison  of  fort  St. 
George. 

Fort  St.  George,  August  10. — 
Yesterday  the  honourable  the  chief 
justice,  the  honourable  Thomas  Cakes, 
and  James  Henry  Casamaijor;  esqrs. 
members  of  the  council,  major-gene- 
ral Gowdie  commanding  the  army  in 
chief,  and  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
Madras,  waited  on  the  honourable  the 
governor  at  the  government-house  in 
Fort  St.  George,  when  the  following 
address  was  read  and  presented  to  the 
governor  by  the  chief  justice. 

To  the  honourable  Sir  George  Barlow, 

lart,  kjiight    of  the  Bath,  govern 

nor  and  president  in  council  of'  Fort 

»    St,   George,    and  its  dependencies, 

tSfc.    tsfc. 

Honourable  Sir, — We, whose  names 
are  l^ereunto  subscribed,  impressed 
with  a  deep  sense  of  our  duty  to  our 
cpuntry,  and  of  the  necessity  of  good 
order  and  obedience  to  the  constituted 
authorities,  beg  leave  to  tender  you, 
at  this  nk>ment  of  difEculty  and  dan- 
ger, our  assurances  of  support  to  the 
interests  of  government,  and  of  our 
readiness  to  devote  our  lives  and  for- 
tui  €i  to  the  maintenance  of  the  pnb- 
Jic  tranquillity,  in  any  way  in  which 
to  you,  in  youi^  wisdom^  it  may  seem 
meet  to  command  them. 

We  desire  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  publicly  expivH^ing  our  fullest  dis- 
approbation of  that  spirit  of  insuborcli- 
nation^  which  hiis  recently  shewn  itself 
amongst  the  officers  of  the  honourable 
company's  army,  serving  under  the  pre- 
sidency of  Fort  St.  George.  Fully 
convinced  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
good  subject  to  yield  obedience  to  the 
fpounands  of  \ixQSO,  whom  the  will  of 


his  sovereign,  and  the  laws  of  his 
country  have  placed  in  authority  over 
him,  and  patiently  to  await, the  result 
of  a  reference  to  Europe  for  the  ne- 
dress  of  real,  or  supposed,  grievances  ; 
any  conduct,  impatient  of  the  period 
of  such  appeal,  and  backward  to  the 
Calls  of  professional  obedience,  we  re- 
gard as  subversive  of  all  good  order 
and  discipline,  hostile  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  native  country,  and  big  ' 
with  danger  to  the  existence  of  the 
British  empire  in  India. 

And  we,  thfereforef,  honourable  Sir, 
beg  to  repeat  the  assurances  uf  our 
firm  determination  to  resist  the  ope- 
ration of  such  principles,  which,  we 
are  convinced,  must  be  equally  repro- 
bated and  condemned  by  all  good  and 
loyal  subjects. 
(Signed)  Thomas  Andrew  Strange  j 
T.  Oakes ;  J.  H.  A.  Cassamaijor  j 
Francis  Gowdie,  major  -  general 
commanding  the  army  in  chief; 
James  Hare,  lieutenant  -  colonel 
commanding  centre  division  ot 
the  army  5  T.  H.  Conway,  adju- 
tant-general of  the  army ;  A.  Fal- 
conar  5  J.  H.  D.  Ogilvie ;  J.  H. 
Peile ;  Frederick  Gahagan  ;  Ro- 
bert Alexander  j  J.  Monro,  quar- 
ter-master-general 5  W.  Thacke- 
ray 5  W.  Wayte ;  J.  Ken  worthy  j 
A.  Anstruther ;  V.  Blacker,  de* 
/  puty-quarter-master-general ;  W. 
Brown ;  Greorge  Garrow  ;  James 
Taylor;  Henry  Hall;  D.  Hill ; 
J.  Leith,  lieutenant-colonel  5  R. 
Barclay,  lieutenant-colonel ;  W. 
Saunders  ;  R.  Yeldham  5  E  C, 
Greenway;  H.  Gahagan;  J.  Ba- 
ker; W.Nicholson,  D.  A.  G. 
K.  T. ;  C.  W.  Burdett,  brigade- 
major,  K.  T. ;  W.  Parker;  S.  T. 
Goad;  H.  Hussell;  G.  E.  Bar- 
low, capt.  34th  foot  ;  Thomas 
Robinson  ;  James  Stuart  Eraser, 
lieutenant ;  Thomas  Gahagan  ; 
W.  M*Leod,  lieutenant  -  colonel 
69th  commanding;  Charles  Trot- 
ter,  lieutenant  -  colonel  Ist  bat. 
20th  regiment ;  Henry  Conran, 
lieutenant-colonel  royal  regime ntj 
J.  Campbell,  lieutenant  -  colonel 
33d  regiment  5  C.  Nicol,  major 
66th regiment;  Thos. Macicane ;     j 
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J.  Sinckir,  major  2d  bat.  artiUery 
commissary  of  stores  5  J.  H.  Sy- 
mons,  lieutenant-colooel  Native 
infantry  5  C.  Mackenzie,  major 
engineers;  W.Cookej  W.M'Tag- 
gart,  sheriff;  Terence  Gahagan ; 
P.  Bruce,  lieutenant-colonel ;  W. 
H.Gordon;  A.  Scott;  John  Read; 
P.  Vans  Agnew,  deputy- adjutant- 
general ;  W.  Morison;  F.  H. 
Bruce ;  W.  Horsman  ;  J.  Pren- 
dergast,  deputy-military-auditor- 
general. 
Fort  St.  George,  Aug.  9,  I8O9. 

To  this  address  the  governor  deli- 
vered the  following  reply.  v 

Gbntlbmen, — I  beg  you  will  ac- 
cept my  warmest  acknowledgements 
for  this  mark  of  respect  and  attachment 
to  the  interests  of  my  government. 

Assurances  of  confidence  and  sup- 
port from  persons  of  )K)ur  rank,  cha- 
racter, and  station,  must  at  all  times 
have  been  highly  gratifying  to  me, 
but  they  are  peculiarly  acceptable  at 
the  present  moment  of  difficulty,  when 
the  governor  is  deserted  by  two  many 
of  those,  in  whose  hands  the  constitu- 
tion had  placed  arms  for  its  defence. 

When  I  reflect,  however,  on  the  dis- 
tinguished reputation  which  the  otfi- 
cers  of  the  army  of  the  honourable 
company  have  acquired,  I  cherish  a 
well-grounded  expectation  that  the  ex- 
ample, which  has  this  day  |;)een  afford- 
ed by  you,  will  produce  the  most  salutary 
impressions  on  the  minds  of  those  in- 
dividuals who  have  been  so  unhappily 
misled,  and  induce  them  to  return  to 
a  correct  sense  of  their  duty. 

While  our  native  country  is  strug- 
gling for  tlie  support  of  the  liberties  of 
Europe,  it  cannot  be  possible  that  she 
should  be  wounded  by  our  own  sons 
in  these  distant  and  valuable  posses- 
sions, which  have  been  won  by  their 
arms,  and  which  can  be  maintained 
only  by  a  strict  obedience  to  that  au- 
thority to  which  she  has  confided  their 
defence  and  government. 

There  is  a  principle  of  national  feel- 
ing and  attachment  deeply  implanted 
on  the  minds  of  Britons,  which  cannot 
be  eradicated.  I  am  confident,  there- 
fore^ that  in  the  hour  of  danger  every 


British  goivemment  mast  find  friends 
and  supporters  in  all  the  good  and  re- 
flecting part  of  society,  wbo  would 
be  ready  to  rally  around  it,  and  td  de- 
fend the  principles  of  that  constitu- 
tion, which  is  the  source  of  our  liberty 
and  happiness.  They  will  perceive 
that  every  violation  of  the  authorities 
created  by  the  constitution,  is  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution  itself,  and 
they  will  be  convinced  that  the  great- 
est misfortune,  which  could  befall  the 
state,  would  be  the  surrender  of  its 
authority  to  the  army,  which  it  main- 
tains for  its  defence,  and  the  submit- 
ting to  their  trampling  on  those  first 
principles  of  duty  and  obedience,  on 
the  due  observance  of  which  by  every 
class  of  the  community,  and  particu- 
larly the  military  servants  of  the  pub- 
lic, the  stability  of  every  government 
is  founded,  To  maintain  these  prin- 
ciples must  ever  be  my  primary  duty 
as  the  immediate  head  of  the  govern- 
ment of  this  important  branch  of  the 
British  empire  in  India,  and  to  sup- 
port me  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty 
must  be  the  first  wish  of  every  loyal 
subject. 

Deeply  impressed  as  you  are  with 
the  truth  of  these  sentiments,  you 
will  be  rejoiced  at  being  informed  that 
the  honourable  zeal  and  loyalty  of 
his  majesty's  oflBcers  and  troops,  and 
of  a  large  body  of  the  most  respect- 
able officers  of  the  company's  army, 
supported  by  the  fidelity  of  tlie  Native 
troops,  have  enabled  me  to  frustrate 
the  designs,which  had  been  formed  for 
the  subversion  of  the  government,  and 
it  will  be  a  further  source  of  satibfac- 
tion  to  you  to  know  that  the  public  se- 
curity will  be  completed  by  the  coun- 
cils and  authority  of  the  right  honour- 
able the  governor-general,  whose  ar- 
rival at  this  presidency  may  be  shortly 
expected. 

In  this  extraonlinary  crisis,  it  must 
have  been  a  source  of  gratification  to 
every  man  of  rank  and  high  station  to 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  placing 
his  name  in  the  list  of  those,  who  baVo 
stood  forward  to  discredit,  by  their  au- 
thority, principles  destructive  of  all  or- 
der and  legal  government.  The  pub- 
lic   sentiment  in  every  society  must 


MADRAS  OCCURRENCES  FOR  AUGUST,  I8O9. 


necessarily  be  iofiiienced  by  the  opU 
nions  and  condact  of  its  leading  mem- 
bers \  and  I  anticipate  the  roost  es- 
sential benefits  from  the  ej^ertion  of 
your  endeavours  to  disseminate  those 
feelings  of  duty  and  attachment  to  the 
laws,  which  you  have  this  day  express- 
ed, feelings  which  will  be  applauded 
bjr  oor  country,  and  remembered  to 
jhe  honour  of  those  by  whom  they 
have  been  manifested. 

August  10. — ^Tliis  day  a  sessions  of 
Oytr  and  Terminer,  and  general  gaol 
delivery  in  the -supreme  court,  com- 
ineDced  before  the  honourable  sir 
Thomas  Strange,  kt.  chief  justice,  at 
the  court-house  in  Fort  St.  George, 
who  addressed  the  grand  jury  in  the 
following  terms : 

Gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury, — I 
have  to  beg  your  attention  for  a  few 
minutes,  while  I  trouble  you  with  the 
matters  which  I  have  to  give  you  in 
charge. 

Upon  the  larcenies  in  the  calendar  I 
have  nothing  pacticular  to  say,  except 
to  observe  that  a  number  of  them 
were  committed  during  the  continu- 
ance of  those  tumults,  which  agitated 
the  Native  population  of  the  town  for 
sereral  days  subsequent  to  the  close  of 
the  last  sessions;  occasioned  by  a  dif- 
ference that  has  long  subsisted  with 
respect  to  certain  particulars  between, 
m  diis  part  of  India,  two  comprehen- 
sive classes  of  the  Hindoos.  In  return 
for  their  unceasing  and  exemplary 
allegiance  to  us,  we  owe  to  this  portion 
of  our  subjects  an  anxious  attention 
to  every  thing  by  which  their  feelings, 
as  well  as  their  interests,  are  capable  of 
being  affected.  It  is  not  for  us  to  deride 
their  prejudicies,  particularly  such,  the 
history  and  nature  of  which  we  but 
impeifectly  understand.  Exercising 
over  them  the  rights  of  government, 
it  is  our  duty,  so  far  as  we  may  have  it 
in  our  power,  to  make  their  case  our 
own,  wherever  either  circumstances, 
or  their  reference  calls  upon  us  to  in- 
terpose, though,  upon  abstract  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  their  estimate 
of  its  importance,  and  our's,  may 
widely  differ.  Government  has,  there- 
fcre,  acted  both  wisely  and  humanely  in 


appointing  a  committee  to  investigate 
the  differences,  to  which  I  allude,  with 
a  view  to  some  arrangement  that  may 
prevent, for  the  future,their  tendency  to 
xlisturb  the  public  peace.Thecommittee, 
engaged  intheenquiry,is  peculiarly  qua- 
lified to  answer  its  purpose,  delicate  ag 
is  the  trust  confided  to  it.  In  the  mean 
time,  justice  must  take  its  course  against 
delinquents,  who  shall  appear  to  have 
availal  themselves  of  the  disorder  of 
the  moment  to  commit  depredations 
upon  their  terrified  fellow  subjects. 
Cases  of  this  description  will  occupy 
some  portion  of  the  time  you  will  have 
to  allot  to  the  public  service  in  conse- 
quence of  the  summons  under  which 
you  are  assembled. 

There  are,  also,  no  fewer  than  three 
murders  in  the  calendar.  None  of 
them  require  any  particular  observa- 
tion from  me  at  present,  except  one, 
foi;^  which  you  will  find  that  the  grand 
jury,  at  the  last  sessions,  thought  they 
could  not,  upoA  the  evidence  before 
them,  justify  finding  a  bill.  The  atro- 
ciousness  of  the  case,  and  the  jtist 
anxiety  of  that  jury  that  the  guilty 
should  not  escape,  induced  the  court 
to  detail,  till  the  present  sessions,  the 
prisoners  who  stood  committed  for  it, 
in  the  hope  during  the  interval  of  some 
further  discovery.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  tell  you  that  none  has  been  made» 
though  the  diligence  of  the  police  hat 
been  exerted  for  the  purpose.  The 
case,  therefore*  will  come  before  you 
upon  precisely  the  same  evidence,upon 
which  your  predecessors  in  the  func- 
tion yoti  are  entering  upon,  thought  it 
most  discreet  not  to  find  any  bill.  The 
prisoners,  if  discharged,  this  sessions^ 
for  want  of  a  bill  being  foisnd  against 
them,  will  be  liable,  at  any  future 
time,  to  be  called  upon  again  to  an- 
swer, upon  discovery  of  better  evi- 
dence, to  charge  them  than  what  at 
present  exists.  It  is  proper,  however, 
for  me  to  tell  you,  that  you  are  not, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  bound  by  the 
judgment  of  the  former  grand  jury. 
If  the  evidence,  that  will  be  laid  be- 
fore  you,  shall,  in  your  opinion,  be  suf- 
ficient to  warrant  the  accusation,  upon 
which  they  stand  committed,  it  will  be 
your  duty  to  confirm  it  by  finding  the 
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bill  that  will  be  preferred  to  you  for 
the  pui;po8e. 

There  is  one  other  commitment  in 
the  calendar  upon  a  charge  of  a  de- 
V  «cription  that  requires  to  be  noticed. 
It  is  a  capital  one,  for  a  brutal  and  vio* 
lent  attack  upon  the  chastity  of  the 
weaker  sex,  the  nature  of  which  I 
need  not  further  particularise.  It  is 
preferred  against  a  British  soldier,  and, 
if  true,  is  attended  with  circumstances 
of  considerable  aggravation,  for  the 
prosecutrix  is  a  native,  and  married.  In 
an  address,  which  I  mean  to  publish, 
lam  unwilling  to  enter  '  into  remarks 
upon  an  accusation  of  this  sort,  which 
might  otherwise  assist  you  in  deliberat- 
ing upon  the  evidence  to  be  adduced  in 
its  support,  and  shall  content  myself, 
for  the  present,  with  imparting  to  you 
the  caution  in  an  enquiry  of  the  kind, 
of  one  of  the  best  and  most  enligh- 
tened judges  that  England  ever  saw. 
•  When  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecu- 
tion shall  present  themselves,  should 
difficulties  occur,  if  you  will  intimate 
them,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  guide  you  the  best  it  can  in  their 
solution.  Mean  while  be  it  sufficient 
that  I  read  to  you  some  passages  on  the 
subject  from  the  work  of  Lord  Hale, 
the  excellent  judge  to  whom  I  allude. 
**  It  is  true,"  says  he,  (speaking  of  the 
offence  in  question)  "  it  is  a  most  de- 
testable crime,  and,  therefore,  ought 
impartially  to  be  punished  with  death  3 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is 
an  accusation  easily  to  be  made,  and 
hard  to  be  proved,  and  harder  to  be 
defended  by  the  party  accused,  though 
ever  so  innocent.'*  "  And  therefore," 
says  he,  "  though  the  party  injured  be 
in  law  a  competent  witness,  yet  the 
credibility  of  her  testimony  must  be 
left  to  the  jury  upon  the  circumstances 
of  fact  that  contour  with  that  testi- 
mony." He  then  proceeds  to  lay  down 
a  few  general  rules  as  guides  to  the 
discovery  connected  with  the  charac- 
ter of  the  prosecutrix,  her  deportment 
at  that  time,  the  signs  of  the  alleged 
injury,  the  place  where  it  was  com-  - 
milted,  and  lastly,  the  conduct  of  the 
party  accused.  His  experience  had 
Jed  him  to  be  sceptical  of  the  fact, 
^     while  io  the  descripiion  of  the  crime 


he  uniformly  speaks  of  it,  as  it  de^ 
serves,  with   indignation  and   horror. 

Gentlemen,  the  certainty  that  acts 
of  rebellion  have,  within  J  he  territo- 
ries dependant  «pon  this  presidency, 
been  recently  committed  by  nurabere 
of  the  honourable  company's  officers 
engaged  in  an  extensive  combination, 
eventually  to  throw  off  all  obedience 
to  this  government,  and  seek  redress 
of  alleged  grievances  by  arms,  forbid 
nay  parting  with  you  on  the  present 
occasion  without  drawing  your  atten- 
tion to  a  state  of  things  at  once  so  ex- 
traordinary, so  perilous,  and  so  highly 
criminal.  If  there  be  in  the  mind  of 
any  one^  of  you,  gentlemen,  the  least 
dodbt  as  to  the  fact,  upon  him  I  shall 
expect  to  make  no  impression  till  he 
be  better  informed  on  the  subject.  If 
the  fact,  however,  be,  that  the  descrip- 
tion of  persons,  to  whom  I  allude,  have, 
with  comparatively  few  exceptions, 
been  prevailed  with  to  enter  into  an 
illegal  combination,  and  that  indivi- 
duals of  the^Ti,  availing  themselves  of 
its  support,  are  by  their  acts  leaving  to 
this  government  no  alternative,  but  ei- 
ther to  compromise  the  public  autho- 
rity, or  to  endeavour  to  maintain  it  by 
the  sword,  then  the  time  is,  in  my  opi- 
nion, arrived,  when  it  becomes  every 
man  in  his  sphere  to  consider  the  part 
which  it  may  be  proper  for  him  to 
take  in  a  contest,  in  which  it  is  not 
seemly  to  be  neutral,  and  to  exhort 
others,  over  whom  he  may  have  influ- 
ence to  adopt  that  which,  upon  a 
conviction  of  its  being  right,  he  means 
himself  to  pursue. 

That  the  moment  for  doing  this  in 
the  most  public  as  well  as  unreserved 
manner,  has  existed  ever  since  the  day, 
upon  which  government  took  mea- 
sures for  requiiing  from  every  com- 
pany's orticcT  a  lest  of  his  fidelity,  if 
will  be  believed  that  I  can  have  little 
doubt  in  assuming*.  By  that  act,  on 
the  part  of  government,  the  most  uni- 
versal publicity  was  given  to  the  slate 
of  things  as  it  existed  between  it  and 
that  portion  of  the  army  to  which  I 
am  alluding.  In  the  development 
which  the  dictates  of  prudence  seem 
upon  that  day  to  have  rendered  indi>- 
pensabie,  4hc  Natives  were  expressly 
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Included.  The  Native  officers  of  corps 
were  convened,  by  authority,  to  receive 
an  explanation  of  the  measure  adopted, 
with  respect  to  such  of  their  Euro- 
pean etHcers  as  had  declined  affording 
the  test  that  had  been  required.  The 
policy  of  reserve,  from  an  apprehension 
of  alarm,  ceased  with  that  act  -,  an^  it 
became  from  that  moment  the  propor- 
tionate duty  of  every  friend  to  his 
country,  by  rallying  round  government, 
to  countervail,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
evil  tendency  of  a  disclosure  that  had 
taken  place,  and  could  be  no  longer 
restrained. 

If  individuals,  the  combination  al- 
luded to  being  effected,  are  pushing 
their  plans  for  the  conttoul  of  govern- 
ment to  the  extent  described,  it  is  for 
this  court,  exercising  its  legal  discern- 
ment, to  give  the  well-disposed  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  knowing,^  that  if  they  are 
embarked  in  a  conflict  with  iheir  fel- 
low-subjects, they  are  about  to  con- 
tend at  least  on  the  side  of  duty,  for 
the  preservation  of  whatever  ought  to 
be  dear  to  them,  in  opposition  to  be- 
trayers of  their  trust,  employing  in^ 
the  subversion  of  the  state  the  arms 
committed  to  them  for  its  preser- 
vation. 

Dreadful,  indeed.  Is  the  alternative 
to  which  government  has  been  driven, 
more  esp^ially  considering  the  num- 
bers engaged  in  this  design,  for  whom 
many  a  consideration  will  plead.  But 
dreadful  as  it  is,  "  they  who  take  arms 
against  a  lawful  establistled  govern- 
ment create  the  necessity  of  all  acts 
requisite  to  be  done  on  the  side  of  that 
government,  in  order  to  repel  and  sub- 
due them,  or  which,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  becomes  unavoidable  for  their 
suppression." 

On  the  other  hand,  those,  who  on 
such  an  occasion  can  make  up  their 
minds  to  be  Instrumental  in  compro- 
mising the  public  authority,  are  either 
blind  to  consequences,  or  actuated  by 
views  quite  distinct  from  the  public 
good.  Compromised  it  could  not  be 
without  consequences  following  infi- 
nitely more  to  be  dreaded  than  any 
evil  to  be  apprehended  from  a  steady 
oppofltioQ  to  ariped  demands^  if  go- 


vernment possess  the  means  of  making 
it. 

Thanks  to  the  loyalty 'of  his  majes- 
ty's corps,  of  those  officers  of  the  ho- 
nourable company, who  are  adhering  to 
their  duty,  and  to  the  discriminating 
sense  of  the  native  officers,  the  appre- 
hension of  any  great  ultimate  danger 
to  the  state  seems  to  be  subsiding.  The 
desperate  experiment  of  forcing  go- 
vernmeht,  of  substituting  in  effect 
aristocracy  (the  worst  oi  all  govern- 
ments) in  place;  of  the  one,  under 
which  it  is  our  happiness  to  live,  will, 
there  is  now  reason  to  hope,  be 
defeated  without  the  difficulty  that 
might  have  been  expected.  In  the 
mean  time,  gentlemen,  it  becomes  us 
at  such  a  moment  to  recognise  in  the 
acts  of  the  ruling  power,  the  discharge 
of  an  extreme  and  painful  duty.  It 
should  be  remembered,  that  the  Bri- 
tish establishments  in  India  represent 
the  authority  of  the  state  at  home,- 
to  which  their  conductors  are  severally 
responsible.  It  is  some  time  since  they 
could  no  lone;er  with  propriety  be  con- 
sidered in  ,  the  limited  view  of  char- 
tered governments.  They  have  stood 
now  for  several  years  on  the  foundation 
of  a  celebrated  act  of  Parliament,  de- 
fining their  powers  and  subjection, 
with  reference  to  which  latter  they 
may  be  regarded  as  king*s  govern- 
ments, as  much  as  any  other  within 
the  empire,  to  which  the  king  directly 
appoints.  .Against  such  an  authority 
it  is,  that  many  of  the  company's  offi- 
cers may  be  considered  as  at  this  mo- 
ment in  arms,  many  more  in  a  state  of 
desertion  from  their  duty,  having  inca- 
()acitated  themselves  from  performing 
it  by  declining  to  abide  by  the  tenor  of 
their  commissions.  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  gentlemen,  is  it  for  the  go- 
vernment to  surrender  ?  Distress  might 
compel  it;  itVnustbe  extreme,  how- 
ever, indeed,  to  justify  a  thought  of  the 
kind.  If  it  have  the  means  of  pro- 
tecting the  public  authority,  it  is  its 
duty  to  exert  them  for  the  purpose  to 
the  utmost. 

Gentlemen,  the  sentiments  which, 
upon  this  occasion  I  wish  to  convey, 
occur  in  a  paper  I  have  Xajt^ly,  had  oc- 
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casion  to  see,  so  stated,  that,  while  I 
adorn  my  charge  by  their  insertion,  I 
think  I  cannot  more  eflTeclually  serve 
the  cause  to  which  tbey  relate,  than  by 
offering  them  to  you  as  I  find  them 
expressed. 

"  I  would  sincerely  hope,"  (says  the 
writer  of  it)  *'  that  there  is  no\officer, 
hpwever  deluded  by  his  passions,  who, 
to  procure  redress  for  his  grievances, 
will  deliberately  justify  an  act  of  re- 
sistance against  the  legal  and  established 
authority  of  government.  Were  they 
ten  times  as  numerous  as  they  are  re- 
presented to  be,  it  will  not,  I  trust,  . 
be  asserted  that  redress  should  be  in- 
sisted upon,  though  the'  government 
itself  be  destroyed  in  the  attempt.  But 
the  officers  seem  to  consider  them- 
selves irrevocably  engaged  by  certain 
pledges  and  promises,  from  whence 
they  think  they  cannot  recede  with 
honour  to  themselves.  A  promise 
from  one  officer  to  another  is  assuredly 
a  solemn  obligation,  and  one  that 
should  not  be  lightly  abandoned.  But 
the  officers  should  seriously  reflect, 
that  there  are  sacred  pledges  and  pro- 
mises which  are  antecedent  and  supe- 
rior to  those  that  they  have  given  to 
support  their  present  desperate  under- 
taking. In  giving  a  pledge  to  promote 
a  hostile  combination  against  the  go- 
vernment, the  officers  should  recollect 
that  they  violate  all  their  solemn  obli- 
gations as  soldiers  and  subjects.  No 
promise  to  ))erform  an  illegal  act  can 
be  legal  j  no  engagement  ought  to  be 
considered  as  binding,  which  is  itself 
a  violation  of  all  prior,  and  superior, 
,  engagements.  Tire  duty  of  a  soldier 
to  bis  superior,  and  of  a  subject  to  his 
government,  is  paramount  to  his  duty 
to  a  brother  officer." 

This  beautiful  exposition  of  senti- 
ments the  most  correct  comes  frgm  an 
accomplished  officer  in  the  same  ser- 
vice, the  character  of  which  upon  the 
coast  the  application  of  them  so  se- 
verely, but  so  justly  arraigns,  7nd  I 
am  happy  in  being  empowered  to  give 
to  thenl  the  greatest  possible  circula- 
tion. 

Gentlemen,  there  has  been  averred 
to  you,  in  justification  of  the  charge 
that  I  am  delivering,  nothing  but  what 


I  have,  upon  the  best  aothority,  rea- 
son to  know  to  be  the  fact.  The  cop- 
sequence,  I  should  think,  would,  in 
the  mind  of  every  good  subject,  in- 
stantaneously follow.  Rebellion  is  to 
be  discountenanced,  and  pat  down. 
Every  attempt  to  intimidate  govern- 
ment into  the  retraction  of  acts,  that 
have  been  deliberately  adopted,  and 
may,  if  exceptionable,  be  rectified  at 
home,  should  be  reprobated  as  tending 
to  the  subversion  of  its  general  autho- 
rity, upon  the  maintenance  of  which 
the  peace  and  preservation  of  society 
depends.  In  thus  exhoiting  you,  gen- 
tlemen, I  am  not  undertaking  the  de- 
fence of  measures, — Noh  tali  atixitio. 
Not  only  it  is  impossible  that  I  should 
have  had  any  participation  in  those, 
which  have  been  so-  perseveringly  re- 
sented by  the  great  body  of  the  com- 
pany's officers  upon  this  establishn^ent, 
and  highly  improbable,  at  least,  that 
I  should  have  been  consulted  upon 
them ;  but  from  this  seat  of  truth,  as 
well  as  of  justice,  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  declaring,  that  of  the  occa- 
sion and  grounds  of  them  I  know  as 
much,  and  not  more,  than  the  least 
informed  among  yourselves.  But, 
though  it  is  not  for  me  to  defend  mea- 
sures, tliere  are  principles  which  it  is 
my  province  to  inculcate,  nor,  regard- 
less of  all  private  interests  and  parti- 
cular prejudices,  can  you,  G^ndemeo, 
possibly,  at  this  moment,  render  a 
more  important  service  to  your  coun- 
try, than  by  adopting  and  enforcing 
theni,  to  contribute  to  bring  back  the 
deluded  to  their  duty,  and  restore  to 
this  distracted  portion  of  the  empire 
something  like  union  and  secunty. 

Police  Department, 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  all  Eu- 
ropeans. I'.nglish  as  well  as  Foreigners, 
not  in  his  majesty's,  or  the  honourable 
company's,  service,  residing  at  this 
place,  are  irequired,  within  the  period 
of  \fiftcen  days  from  this  date,  to  de- 
liver, at  the  Madras  Police  Office,  a 
report  of  their  names,  country,  place 
of  residence,  occupation,  pericxl  of  ar- 
rival, specifying  also  the  place  from 
whence  they  have  last  come,  &c. 
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The  above  description  of  persons, 
.who  may  hereafter  arrive  at  Uiis  pre- 
yidency,  either  by  sea  or  land,  are  like- 
wise directed  to  report  .their  names, 
designation,  occupation^  &c.  as  above, 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  their 
arrival,  at  the  Madras  Police  Office, 
mentioning  likewise  their  intended 
place  of  residence  while  at  Madras. 

The  above  description  of  persons, 
at  present  residing  at  any  of  tte  out- 
stations,  or  elsewhere,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  government  of  Fort  St. 
George,  or  who  may  hereafter  arrive, 
shall,  without  delay,  forward  a  report, 
.  in  the  annexed  form,  through  the  chan- 
nel of  the  nearest  magistrate,  collector, 
or  other  local  authority,  to  the  Madras 
Police  Office. 

It  is  further  directed  that,  on  the 
departure  of  any  of  the  above  descrip- 
tion of  persons  from  their  place  of 
residence,  to  such  place  as  they  may 
proceed  to,  either  from  f  .e  presidency 
or  from  any  of  the  out-stations,  whe- 
ther by  sea  or  land,  shall,  by  them- 
selves, and  through  the  channel  of  the 
nearest  magistrate,  collector,  or  other 
local  authority,  at  all  times,  report  to 
the  Madras  Police  office.  / 

In  order  to  avoid  any  plea  of  igno- 
rance, by  the  above  persons,  of  the 
existing  orders  and  regulations  of  go- 
vernment, the  honourable  the  governor 
in  council  directs  th^t  copies  of  this 
notification,  as  well  as  that  of  the  ad- 
vertisements of  the  2d  of  April,  and 
22d  of  August,  1 8O7,  be  prepared  by 
the  superintendent  of  police,  and  af- 
fixed in  the  most  conspicuous  places  of 
public  resort  at  tliis  presidency,  for 
general  information,  and  a  certain 
number  of  these  copies  be  transmit- 
ted to  all  the  magistrates,  collectors, 
and  other  local  authorities,  for  the  like 
purpose,  of  t>eing  affixed  in  their  re- 
spective zillahs  and  districts,  where 
the  above  descriptions  of  persons  may 
reside ;  and  in  the  event  of  failure  by 
the  superintendent  of  police,  in  trans- 
mitting the  above  copies,  application 
to  be  made  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

It  will  be  the  particular  duty  of  the 
magistrates,  collectors,  and  other  local 
authorities,  where  the  above  descrip- 
tion  of  persons  may  at  present  reside. 


and  may  hereafter  arrive,  to  explain 
to  them  this  order,  and  to  see  it  strict- 
ly carried  into  execution,  and  on  their 
failing  to  comply  with  it,  they  shall, 
on  discovery,  be  placed  under  personal 
restraint. 

J.  H^Stmons, 
Supr.  of  police. 
Madras  Police  Office, 

General  orders  ly  the  honouralle  "tht 
governor  in  council. 
Fort  St.  George,  August  12. — 
The  coarse  of  proceediRgs  followed, 
for  some  time  past,  by  the  officers  of 
the  honourable  coiupany's  army  at  this 
presidency,  has  obliged  the  govern- 
ment to  adopt  the  most  decided  mea- 
sures for  the  preservation  of  the  im- 
portant interests  committed  to  its 
charge.  These  proceedings  may  be 
stated  to  have  commenced  with  the 
transmission  to  the  government,  by  the 
late  commander-in-chief,  of  a  memo- 
rial addressed  to  the  honourable  the 
court  of  directors,  dated  January,  I8O9, 
and  signed  by  a  large  proportion  of 
the  company's  officers.  Although  lliat 
paper  exhibits  claims  of  an  ungrounded 
natiue,  and  contains  observations 
equally  improper,  and  unjust,  on  the 
orders  of  the  honourable  court  of 
directors  and  the  government,  the 
governor  in  council  was  induced  to 
permit  it  to  pass  without  the  serious 
notice  which  it  appeared  to  demand, 
by  a  confidence  in  the  discipline  of  the 
army,  and  a  persuasion  that  the  ob- 
jectionable passages,  in  the  memorial, 
were  inadvertently  and  unintentionall/* 
introduced. 

The  subsequent  conduct  of'  tha 
commander-in-chief  forced  the  go- 
vernment to  vindicate  its  authority  by 
a  signal  example  of  punishment.  It 
was  well  known  to  the  company's  of- 
ficers, that  the  whole  of  this  proceeding 
was  referred  to  thesupremegovernroent, 
and  the  authorities  in  Europe  5  thai  it^ 
would  receive,  from  their  wisdom,  a 
decision  conformable  to  the  soundest 
principles  of  reason  and  justice )  and 
that  its  discussion  could  not  belong  to 
the  cognizance  of  the  army^  who  an 
precluded  from  becomiofa  dtlibttiativ^ 


lU 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I8O9. 


body.  Notwithstanding  these  consi- 
deratioDs^  the  governor  in  council,  an- 
xious to  remove  every  cause  of  mis- 
understanding relative  to  a  measure  of 
so  important  a  nature,  published  an 
order,  dated  the  3  Tst  of  January,  ex- 
plaining to  the  army  the  grounds  on 
*which  it  was  adopted.  The  governor 
in  council  had  a  right  to  expect,  on 
the  most  obvious  grounds  of  discipline, 
and  respect  for  the  laws,  that  the 
question  would  have  been  permitted  to 
rest  here,and  receive  its  final  awardfrom 
the  only  powers  competent  to  decide 
on  it  5  and  it  was  with  feelings  of  equal 
surprize  and  concern  he  learned,  that 
a  memorial  to  the  supreme  govern- 
ment, of  the  most  intemperate  descrip- 
tion, was  circulated  in  the  company's 
army.  The  governor  in  council,  de- 
sirous to  avoid  a  recurrence  to  mea- 
sures of  severity,  and  persuaded  that 
it  was  sufficient  to  apprize  the  com- 
pany's officers  of  the  injproper  nature 
of  their  proceeding,  to  induce  tliem  to 
desist  from  their  prosecution,  autho- 
rized the  commander-in-chief  to  issue 
a  circular  letter,dated  the  5th  of  March, 
I8O9,  explaining  to  those  officers  the 
impropriety  of  their  conduct,  and 
calling  upon  them,  by  the  most  power- 
ful motives  of  duty,  allegiance,  and 
honour,  to  abstain  from  such  unjusti- 
fiable measures.  A  letter  from  the 
right  honourable  the  governor- general 
in  council,  dated  the  20th  of  February, 
1 8O9,  approving  of  the  steps  adopted 
by  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George, 
with  respect  to  the  late  commander- 
in-chief,  was  also  circulated  to  the 
army,  in  the  expectation  that  the  sen- 
timents of  the  supreme  government 
would  have  repressed  the  spirit  of  faction 
and  insubordination  which  prevailed. 
These  letters  appear  to  have  produced 
no  effect  j  the  memorial  to  the  supreme 
government  made  further  progress; 
and  an  address  to  major  Boles,  an  offi- 
cer under  sentence'  of  suspension, 
written  in  a  language  of  determined 
sedition,  was  circulated  in  the  army, 
and  forced  upon  the  notice  of  the  go- 
vernor in  council  by  a  company's  offi- 
cer holding  a  confidential  situation  on 
his  staff.  The  governor  in  council 
was  still  indiired  to  niirsne  a  svstem  of 


forbearance  by  the  sentiments  of  a£* 
fection  and  respect,  which  he  was  dis- 
posed to  entertain  towards  the  com- 
pany's officers,  and  by  a  conviction  that 
the  principles  of  zeal,  discipline,  and 
national  attachment,  by  which  he  sup. 
posed  they  were  actuated,  would  lead 
them  to  relinquish  the  reprehensible 
measures  in  which  they  were  engaged, 
on  being  made  fully  acquainted  with 
their  imptx)priety  and  danger.  ITie 
commander-in-chief,  accordingly,  un- 
der the  sanction  of  the  government, 
issued  a  second  circular  letter,  dated 
10th  April,  I8O9,  again  calling  upon  the 
officers  of  the  company's  army  to  ad- 
here to  their  duty,  correcting  the  er- 
roneous opinions  which  they  had  receiv- 
ed, regarding  the  powers  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  describing  the  unjustifiable 
nature  and  dangerous  consequences  of 
their  proceedings.  The  governor  in 
council  learned,  with  deep  regret, 
that  these  measures  of  moderation, 
these  repeated  and  urgent  appeals 
to  the  discipline,  duty,  national  attach- 
ment, and  professional  honour  of  the 
company's  offiqers,  were  entirely  nu- 
gatory ;  that  the  memorials  continued 
to  be  circulated,  and  that  sentiments 
of  the  sedition  were  openly  declared  in 
many  parts  of  the  army.  The  fiirthei 
forbearance  of  the  government  would 
have  encouraged  the  progress  of  those 
evils ;  a  course  of  explanation  and  ex« 
hortation  had  been  pursued  in  vain, 
and  it  became  imperiously  necessary 
to  check,  by  a  salutary  example  of  pu- 
nishment, a  spirit  of  insubordination, 
that  threatened  the  most  dangeroos 
consequences  to  the  prosperity  of  tbt 
empire.  The  general  orders  of  tfa« 
1st  of  May  last  were  accordingly  pas- 
sed. The  governor  in  council  is  coo- 
cerned  to  state  that  this  example, 
which  was  confined  to  the  persons  who 
were  principally  instrumental  in  pro- 
moting sedition,  and  of  whose  delin- 
quency the  most  ample  proofs  existed, 
and  which  was  intended  to  obviate  tba 
necessity  of  more  extensive  punish- 
ments, failed  to  produce  the  beneficial 
effects  anticipated  from  its  adoption ; 
and  that  principles  of  insubordination 
and  sedition  continued  to  prevail  among 
the  comnanv's  offinera  if  noasible.  with 
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aggravated  violence.  The  company's 
officers  of  the  Hyderabad  subsidiary 
force,  whose  good  conduct,  in  refusing 
to  affix  their  signatures  to  the  seditious 
addresses^  had  received  the  a{)proba- 
tion  of  the  government,  intimated  to 
the  rest  of  the  army  in  an  address, 
dated  in  May  last,  scarcely  less  repre- 
hensible than  the  papers  which  had  in- 
curred the  animadversion  of  the  go- 
vernment, their  participation  in  the 
disaffection,  which  prevailed  so  exten- 
sively in  the  company's  army.  The 
officers,  at  Hyderabad,  followed  up 
thit  act,  by  threatening,  in  an  address, 
dated  the  15th  June,  transmitted  di- 
rect to  the  government  in  council,  to 
separate  themselves  from  the  authority 
of  the  government  establislied  over 
them  by  their  country,  unless  a  sub- 
mission should  be  yielded  to  their  me- 
naces, by  abrogating  the  general  or- 
ders of  the  1st  of  May,  and  the  com- 
pany's officers,  at  Masulipatam,  im- 
prisoned their  commanding  officer, 
and  made  preparations  to  desert  the 
post  entrusted  to  their  charge,  and  join 
the  Hyderabad  subsidiary  force,  there- 
by involving,  on  account  of  views  per- 
sonal to  themselves,  the  men  under 
their  command  in  the  guilt  of  rebel- 
lion, and  furnishing  to  the  Native 
troops  a  dangerous  example  of  resist- 
ance to  authority.  The  governor  in 
council,  still  anxious  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  the  company's  officers  a  sense 
of  the  impropriety  of  their  conduct, 
published  to  the  army  the  dispatch 
irom  supreme  government,  dated  the 
27th  of  May  last,  which  contain- 
ed an  entire  approval  of  the  measures 
of  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George, 
and  stated  the  most  forcible  and  con- 
clusive arguments  against  the  system 
of  faction  and  illegal  combination, 
,  which  had  introduced  itself  into  the 
coast  army.  This  solemn  decision  of  the 
supreme  authority,  in  India,  has,  also, 
proved  to  be  ineflfectual.  The  officers 
at  Hyderabad,  although  they  knew  the 
sentiments  of  the  supreme  government, 
refused,  in  a  body,  in  a  letter  to  their 
commanding  officer>  dated  the  6th  July, 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  government 
for  the  march  9f  a  battalion  from  the 


that  its  services  might  soon  be  useful  to 
their  cause  J  and  have  since  forward- 
ed to  the  government,  in  a  paper 
dated  21st  July,  the  conditions  on 
which  they  are  willing  to  return  to 
their  duty,  and  which  tley  require 
the  government  to  accept,  in  order  to 
avert  the  impending  awful  evils; — 
evils  which  can  result  only  from  their 
own  criminal  determination,  to  place 
themselves  in  the  situation  of  enemies 
to  their  country.  The  conditions,  on 
which  those  officers  presume  to  state 
that  they  will  yield  obedience  to  the 
national  authorities,  aiford  further 
proofs  of  the  nature  of  their  designs  j 
for  they  demand  the  public  revocation 
of  the  general  orders  of  the  1st  of  May, 
the  restoration  to  their  rank  and  ap- 
pointments of  all  officers  removed  by 
this  government,  however  obnoxious 
and  criminal  the  conduct  of  tliose  of- 
ficers may  have  been  5  the  dismission 
from  office  of  the  officers  of  the  gene- 
ral staff,  who  may  be  supposed  to  have 
advised  the  government  5  the  trial,  by 
a  general  court-martial,  of  the  officer,  . 
commanding  Masulipatam,  who  was 
arrested  by  his  own  disobedient  offi- 
cers ;  and,  finally,  an  amnesty  for  the 
conduct  of  the  company's  array.  The 
garrison  of  Masulipatam  have  plnced 
themselves  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  the 
troops  at  Seringapatam  and  Hydrabad 
have  followed  their  example,  and  it 
has  been  ascertained,  that  the  military 
authority  entrusted  to  coromianding 
officers,  has  been  usurped  by  self-con- 
stituted committees,  and  that  an  or- 
ganized system  of  combination  for 
the  purpose  of  subverting  the  autho- 
rity of  the  government  has  been  es- 
tablished throughout  the  greatest  part 
of  the  army  of  this  establishment. 

The  governor  in  council  perceives  in 
the  foregoing  course  of  proceedings, 
on  the  part  of  the  European  officers 
of  the  company's  army,  which  has 
equally  resisted  measures  of  forbearr 
ence  and  punishment,  a  determined 
spirit  of  revolt,  that  must,  unless 
speedily  repressed,  produce  the  most 
fatal  consequences  to  the  constitution 
and  authority  of  the  government  and 
the  interests  of  the  nation.    No  means 
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thoritf  of  the  government  have  been 
omitted  to  recal  the  company's  officers 
to  a  sense  of  their  duty  as  soldiers, 
and  of  their  allegiance  as  British  sub- 
jects 3  the  forbearance  displayed  by  the 
government,  under  circumstances  of 
aggravated  indignity,  demonstrate  the 
satisfaction  with  which  it  would  have 
regarded  any  disposition, on  the  paVt  of 
the  company*8  officers,  to  manifest  the 
usual  obedience  required  from  all  sol- 
diers. No  disposition,  however,  of 
that  nature  has  appeared  j  on  the  con- 
trary, those  officers,  by  a  systematic 
course  of  aggression  and  insubordina- 
tion, have  forced  the  government  to 
adopt  measures  of  the  most  decided 
nature  in  the  support  of  its  authority. 

The  governor  in  council  would  be 
giiilty  of  a  most  criminal  desertion  of 
his  duty,  and  the  cause  of  his  country, 
if  he  were  capable  of  confirming  the 
evils  ^f  sedition  and  mutiny  by  a 
submission  to  the  menaces  of  a  body 
of  men  placed,  by  the  law,  under  his 
government.  Such  a  course  of  pro- 
ceeding would  prostrate  the  authority 
of  the  state  before  a  disaffected  and 
seditious  faction;  it  would  effectu- 
ally incapacitate  this,  and  every  suc- 
ceeding government,  from  executing  the 
functions  of  administration,  and  would 
be  fatal  to  the  prosperity  of  the  empire 
inlndia,by  affording  an  example  of  suc- 
cessful opposition  to  authority  5  and  by 
weakening  the  power  and  dignity  of  the 
government,which,  in  this  country,  are 
peculiarly  essential  to  its  existence.  In- 
fluenced by  these  considerations,  the 
governor  in  council  has  considered  it 
to  be  his  sacred  duty,  to  resist  every 
appearance  of  ^concession  to  the  threats 
of  insubordination  and  faction,  and 
to  employ  the  power  and  means, 
at  the  disposal  of  the  government,  for 
the  restoration  of  discipline,  and  the 
maintenance  of  its  honour  and  autho- 
rity. 

.  In  this  state  of  affairs  it  is  a  source 
of  the  most  gratifying  reflection,  thsft 
the  zeal,  loyalty,  and  discipline,  of  bis 
Majesty's  troops,  and  of  many  of  the 
most  respectable  officers  of  the  com- 
pany's army,  combined  with  the  fidelity 
iQBQcraUr  loanifested   by  the   Native 
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accomplish  the  important  object  of  rt- 
establishing  public  order.  The  good 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  troops  during 
the  dissensions  that  have  occurred,  their 
zealous  adherence  to  duty,  the  pre- 
ference whieh  they  have  manifested  to 
the  principles  of  honour,  virtue,  and 
patriotism,  over  the  personal  views  and 
disorderly  passions,  which  prevailed 
around  them,  reflect  the  greatest  credit 
on  their  character,  and  demonstrate 
that  they  are  animated  by  the  same 
ardent  love  of  their  country,  which  has 
distinguished  their  brother  soldiers  in 
Europe.  His  Majesty's  troops  under 
this  government  will  possess  the  grati- 
fying reflection  of  having  deserved  the 
approbation  and  gratitMe  of  their  coun- 
try, and  of  having  eminently  contributed 
to  the  preservation  of  an  important 
branch  of  the  Empire. 

The  governor  in  council  entertains  a 
hope  that  the  bompany's  officers,  who 
have  threatened  the  government  tf  their 
country  with  the  most  serious  evils,  who 
have  demanded   as   the   conditioo  of 
being  faithful  to  their  duty,  the  execu- 
tion of  measures  degrading  to  the  cha- 
racter, and  fatal  to  the  interests,  of  the 
atate,  will  pause  before  they  attempt  to 
proceed  further  in  the  ceurse  of  sedi- 
tion and  guilt  which  they  have  pursued. 
It    has    been    the  earnest    wish  and 
anxious   desire   of   the    governor  in 
council  to  avoid  measures  of  extliemity, 
to  re-establish  order  by  the  couneof 
the  law,  and  to  give  up  to  military  trial 
the  authors  of  the  present  seditious 
proceedings.      In  the   prosecution  cf 
measures,  so  consonant  to  justice,  so 
necessary  for  the  restoration  of  disci- 
pline, so  cenformable  to  the  oidinaiy 
course   of  military  government,  the 
governor  in  council  is  persuaded  that  hs 
shall  have  the  concurrence  of  all  per- 
sons in  the  civil  and  military  service^!, 
who  have    not    banished   from  their 
minds   every  sentiment    of    nationii 
feeling  5  and  he  exhorts  the  officen  of 
the  company's  service,   by  submitting 
to  that  course  of  measures,  to  avert  die 
evils  which  they  are  precipitating  upon  ■ 
themselves.    Such  a  result,  grati^iy: 
at  any  period,  would,  at  the  proscoti 
moment  of  national  difficulty,  be  pecii- j 
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ingf  of  the  governor  in  council;  and 
adverting  to  the  zeal  and  patriotism^  by 
which  the  oificers  of  the  company's 
aroQ)  have  been  distinguished,  he  still 
encourages  a  hope  that,  by  manifesting 
obedience  to  the  government,  they  will 
obviate  the  adoption  of  measures  of  ex- 
tremity, aj-rest  the  certain  conbcquences 
of  tlieir  past  conduct,  and  promote  the 
lestoration  of  general  confidence,  order, 
and  discipline. 

The  honourable  the  governor  in 
coancil  is  pleased  to  appoint  major  P.  V. 
Agnew,  the  deputy-adjutant-general  of 
the  army,aiKl  at  present  attached  to  the 
field  force  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Conran,  to  be  also  8upe]> 
intcndeot  of  baears  to  that  force. 

The  honourable  the  governor  in 
council  is  pleased  to  appoint  captain 
Lee,  of  the  2d  battalion  of  his  majesty's 
royal  regiment,  to  be  brigade  major  to 
lieutenant-colonel  Conran,  and  lieute- 
nant Rothwell  of  the  same  regiment  to 
be  post-master  to  the  force  under 
lieut-col.  CoDran's  command. 

The  declaration  required  from  the 
European  commissioned  officers  of  the 
honourable  company's  service  by  the 
order  of  the  26th  Judy  last,  having  been 
tendered  to  the  medical  officers  at 
several  stations  of  the  army — and  re- 
fused by  some  of  them,  in  consequence 
of  which  they  have  been  removed  from 
the  exercise  of  their  functions,  the 
governor  in  council  is  pleased  to  pub- 
lish, that  it  never  was  intended  that  the 
medical  officers  should  be  called  upon 
to  sign  the  declaration  in  question, 
which  is  in  no  wise  applicable  to  them, 
and  to  direct  that  all  those,  who  may 
hare  been  removed  from  their  duties, 
do  immediately  return  to  their  stations, 
and  resume  thie  duties  of  them. 

Tlie  governor  in  council,  having  taken 
into  consideration  the  whole  of  the 
transactions  that  have  occurred  in  the 
garrison  of  Masulipatam,  and  bein^ 
satisfied  that  the  part  borne  by  the  men 
in  those  transactions  is  to  be  entirely 
ipoputed  to  the  misrepresentations  and 
•eductions  of  their  European  officers, 
is  pleased  to  proclaim  a  full  pardon  to 


and  privates,  4nd  to  the  Native  commis- 
sioned officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  privates,  of  the  garrison  of 
Masulipatam,  who  were  concerned  in 
these  improper  proceedings.  The 
governor  in  council  entertains  a  confi- 
dent persuasion  that  this  act  of  lenity  - 
will  produce  a  proper  effect  in  the  minds 
of  those  men,  and  induce  them  to 
manifest  in  future  that  fidelity  to  tha 
government,  which  constitutes  the  first 
duty,  and  highest  praise,  of  every  sol- 
dier. 

The  governor  in  council  prohibits  the 
march  of  any  body  of  troops  from  the 
garrison  of  Masulipatam  without  the 
orders  of  major-general  Paler,  com- 
manding the  northern  division,  anddi« 
rects  that  any  troops,who  have  marched 
firom  Masulipatam  without  due  autho- 
rity, shall  return,  forthwith,  to  that  sta- 
tion, on  pain  of  being  considered  to  be 
in  a  state  of  Tebellion  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

At  a  meetings  {hy  permission)  of  the 
medical  officers  at  the  presidency  of 
Fort  St.  George  held  I4th  August, 
I8O9. 

Present,  Doctor  Harris  in  the  Chair, 
Messrs.  Ainslie,  Ord,  Goldie,  Dalton, 
Gilmour,  Underwood,  Rogers,  Sher- 
wood, Trotter,  Evans,  G.  Anderson, 
Timon,  Pean,  Sladen,  Towle,  Do- 
naldson, and  Sergeant. 
The  object  of  the    meeting    being 
laid  before  the  medical  officers  present, 
viz. 

"  To  take  into  their  consideration  the 
.most  effectual  means  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  the  late  physi- 
cian general,** 

It  was  stated  that  the  settlement  at 
large  had  it  already  in  contemplation 
to  enter  into  a  general  subscription  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  same  pur- 
pose. 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Harris,  and  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Serjeant, 

That  "  the  medical  gentlenren  of  his 
majesty *s  and  the  honourable  compa* 
ny*s  services,  on  the  coast  establishment, 
be  invited  to  join  in  making  up  the^um 
of  one  thousand  guineas,  (by  equal  sub 
scription)  as,  their  proportion  toward 
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The  medical  officers  present,  being 
unanimously  of  the  same  opinion,  and 
having  expressed  •  themselves  highly 
gratified  in  the  opportunity  so  afforded 
of  joining  in  the  general  sentiment  and 
expression  of  affection,  and  respect,  10 
the  memory  of  departed  worth  and 
philanthropy,  it  was  accordingly 

Resolved — That  Mr.  Serjeant  be  re- 
quested to  take  the  trouble  to  ascertain 
the  presumable  amount  of  each  share, 
to  the  individual  subscriber — in  the 
event  of  the  plan  now  suggested  meet- 
ing the  ulterior  approval  of  absent  me- 
dical officers,  and 

'  That  copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting  be  submitted,  by  circula- 
tion, to  medical  gentlemen,  respectively, 
at  all  stations  under  this  presidency. 

Resolved— That  the  thanks  of  the 
meeting  be  given  to  the  chairman,  for 
his  conduct  in  the  chair. 

(Signed)     H.  Harris,  M.  D. 

Chairman. 

Aug  usT,  15th, — All  civil  and  military 
officers,  exercising  authority  under  the 
government  of  Fort  St.  George,  having 
been  directed  to  consider  all  corps 
moving  without  orders  as  in  a  state  of 
rebellion  to  the  government,  and  to 
offer  every  practicable  obstruction  to 
their  progress,  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council  is  pleased  to  direct 
that  timely  notice  shall  be"  given  by 
officers  commanding  divisions  to  the 
different  collectors  and  magistrates, 
through  whose  districts  any  troops  un- 
der their  orders  may  have  to  march,  in 
order  that  such  collectors  and  magis- 
trates may  be  prepared  to  afford  the 
supplies  and  assistance  to  those  corps, 
which  they  would, without  such  notice, 
consider  themselves  bound  to  with- 
hold. 

The  governor  in  council  is  further 
pleased  to  direct,  that  the  notice  to  the 
civil  officers  shall  -distinctly  specify  the 
strengtli  and  description  of  the  corps, 
or  party,  moving,  and  the  name  of  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  same,  who 
must  produce  a  written  order,  with  a 
translation  on  the  back  of  it  in  the 
common  language  of  the  district; 
signed  by  the  officer  commanding  the 
division,  without  which  the  Native  ser- 


vants of  the  civil  officers  wiH  witbbold 
all  supplies,  and  oppose  every  impedl- 
ment  to  the  march  of  the  corps. 

1 7th  August. — ^The  several  natives, 
found  guilty  of  grand  and  petty  larce- 
nies, were  this  day  brought  op  for  the 
judgment  of  the  court ;  their  sentence 
having  been  pronounced  by  the  honor- 
able the  chief  justice,  the  grand  jury 
came  into  court,  when  their  foreman 
addressed  his  lordship  in  the  following 
terms  : 
To  the  honourable  Sir  Thomas  Andrew 

Strange f  knight,  chief  justice,  Vc. 

tsfc. 

My  Lord, — ^We,  the  grand  jarors 
for  the  town  of  Madras  and  its  depen- 
dencies, beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  lord- 
ship our  humble  thanks  for  the  copy  of 
that  eloquent  charge,  with  which,  in 
consequenceof  our  request,  you  were 
pleased  to  favour  us. 

We  have  studied  it  with  that  pro- 
found attention  which  every  thing  pro- 
ceeding from  your  lordship  so  well  me- 
rits, and  we  beg  leave  to  state  oar 
hearty  concurrence  in  those  general  sen- 
timents of  attachment  and  respect  to- 
wards the*  government  legally  consti- 
tuted, which  your  lordship  therein  ex- 
presses, and  our  sintere  hope  that  the 
publication  of  your  charge  may  have 
all  the  effect  which  it  seems  so  well 
calculated  to  produce. 

(Signed)     John  Rbad^ 
Foreman. 
Grand  Jury  Room,  Aug,  17,  I8O9. 

The  usual  proclamation  was  then 
made,  and  the  session  concluded. 

F(yrt  St.  George,  Aug.  IHth. 
The  governor  in  council  has  received 
intelligence  that  the  troops  at  Chiille- 
droog,  consisling{of  the  1st  battalion  c^ 
the  8ih  and  15  th  regiments  N.  I.,  seized, 
in  the  latter  end  of  July,  the  publictrea- 
sure  at  that  station,  deserted  the  post 
entrusted  to  their  care,  and  in  obedi- 
ence to^  orders  which  they  received 
from  a  committee  who  have  usurped 
the  public  authority -at  Seringapatam, 
marched  on  the  6ih  inst.  to  join  the 
disaffected  troops  in  that  garrison^  plim- 
dering  the  villages  on  their  route.  The 
British  resident  and  the  officer  com- 
manding in  Mysore  prohibited^  in  tha 
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molt  positive  Urms,  the  advance  of  the 
troops  from  Chittledroog  j  and  demand- 
ed from  their  European  officers  a  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the 
governor  in  council  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
by  either  declaring  that  they  would  obey 
the  orders  of  government  according 
to  the  tenor  of  their  commissions^  or 
withdraw  for  the  present  from  the 
exercise  of  authority.  The  officers 
having  refused  to  comply  with  his 
requisition,  and  having  persisted  in  ad- 
vancing towards  Seringapatam,  it  be- 
came unavoidably  necessary  to  prevent, 
by  force,  their  entrance  into  that  gar- 
rison. In  the  contest,  which  ensued, 
a  detachment  from  the  British  force, 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Glbbs,  aided  by  a  body  of 
Mysore  horse,  and  first  battalion  of 
the  3d  regiment  of  Native  infantry, 
entirely  defeated  and  dispersed  the 
corps  from  Cbittledroog.  During  this 
affair,  a  sally  was  made,  by  the  garrison 
of  Seringapatam,  on  lieutenant-colonel 
Gibbs*8  camp,  but  was  instantly  driven 
back  by  the  picquet  and  5th  regiment 
of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Bean,  of  his  Majesty -s  25th 
dragoons,in  charge  of  that  regiment. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  rebel  force 
was  destroyed,  while  one  casualty  only 
was  sustained  by  the  British  troops. 
Lieut.  Jeffries,  of  H.  M.  25th  regiment 
L.  D.,  having  zealously  offered  his 
service  to  carry  a  flag  of  truce,  which 
lieut.-colonel  Gibbs,  anxious  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  blood,  was  desirous  of 
dispatching  to  the  rebel  troops,  was 
slightly  wounded  in  the  execution  of 
that  dnty  by  a  volley  fired  under  the 
express coraraandof  an  European  officer. 
While  the  governor  in  council  parti- 
cipates in  the  feelings  of  sorrow  that 
must  have  been  experienced  by  the 
British  forces  in  acting  against  the  re- 
bel troops,  and  deeply  laments  the  un- 
fortunate, but  imperious,  necessity 
which  existed  for  that  proceeding,  he 
considers  it  to  be  due  to  (he  conduct 
of  the  British  forces  to  express  his  high 
admiration  and  applause  of  the  zeal, 
firmness,  and  patriotism,  which  they 
displayed  on  that  most  distressing  oc- 
casion. Their  conduct  affords  a  fur- 
ther proof  of  the  superior  influence  in 


their  minds  of  the  principles  of  virtue, 
honour,  and  loyalty,  over  every  other 
consideration,  and  eminently  entitles 
them  to  public  approbation.  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Gibbs,  lieutenant-colonel 
Adams,  major  Garden,  captain  Bean, 
and  lieutenant  Jeffries,  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunities  offered  to 
them  on  this  occasion  of  serving  their 
country. 

The  governor  in  council  is  also  hap- 
py to  distinguish  the  zeal  and  loyalty, 
displayed  by  the  5th  regiment  N.  C. 
the  1st  battalion  3d  regiment  N.  L 
and  the  Mysore  troops,  who  all  mani- 
fested an  eager  desire  to  perform  their 
duty.  The  Mysore  horse,  on  one  oc- 
casion, put  the  column  of  the  Cbittle- 
droog troops  to  flight,  and  took  ,  two 
guns  and  both  the  colours,  from  one 
of  the  battalions :  a  memorable  proof 
of  the  weakness  of  men  acting  in  th« 
worst  of  causes. 

That  a  body  of  British  officers  should 
deliberately  disobey  the  orders  of  their 
government,  seizQ  the  public  treasure 
under  their  protection,  abandon  the 
poiit  entrusted  to  their  charge,  march 
to  join  a  party  of  men  in  open  opposi- 
tion to  authority,  plunder  the  domi- 
nions of  a  British  ally,  and  finally  bear 
arms  against  their  country,  must  excite 
grief  and  astonishment  3  but  the  con** 
duct  of  these  officers,  in  urging  the  in- 
nocent men  under  their  command, 
who  had  the  most  powerful  claims 
on  their  humanity  and  care,  into  the 
guilt  and  danger  of  rebellion,  consti- 
tutes an  aggravation  of  their  offence, 
that  cannot  be  coiltemplated  without 
feelings  of  the  deepest  indignation 
and  sorrow.  The  governor  in  council 
is  very  far  from  wishing  to  aggravate 
the  misconduct  of  those  deluded  and 
unhappy  men ;  but  he  earnestly  hopes 
that  the  example  of  their  crimes,  and 
their  fate,  will  still  impress  on  the 
minds  of  tlie  officers,  who  have  joined 
in  their  plans,  a  sense  of  the  danger  of 
their  situation,  and  the  propriety  of 
endeavouring,  by  their  early  obedience, 
and  future  zeal,  to  efface  the  deep  stain 
which  has  been  cast  on  the  honour  of 
the  Madras  army. 

In  announcing  to  the  Native  troops 
tij^Q  distressing  event  described    iQthj 
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order,  the  governor  in  council  must 
express  his  concern  that  any  part  of  th- 
Native  army  should  be  so  far  deluded 
by  misrepresentations,  and  so  lost  to  a 
sense  of  the  obligations  of  fidelity,  ho- 
nour, and  religion,  as  to  act  against  the 
government,  which  has  so  long  sup- 
ported them.  The  general  orders  of 
the  3d  iuhtaht,  and  the  conduct  that 
has  been  observed  towards  the  Native 
troops  at  the  presidency,  the  Mount, 
Vellore,  Trichinopoly,  Bellary,  Gooty, 
and  Bangalore,  must  convince  the  whole 
Native  army  of  the  anxiety  of  govern- 
ment to  promote  their  welfare,  and 
save  Ihem  from  the  dangers  into  which 
they  were  likely  to  be  plunged.  The 
governor  in  council  still  places  the 
fgrenlest  confidence  in  the  fidelity  and 
zeal  of  the  Native  troops  j  and  is  con- 
vinced that  they  will  not  willingly  sul- 
ly the  high  reputation  which  they  have 
so  long  enjoyed,  by  joining  in  the 
execution  of  plans,  that  must  end  in 
their  disgrace  and  ruin. 

The  governor  in  council  trusts  that 
the  unhappy  fate  of  the  Chittledroog 
battalions,  who  allowed  themselves  to 
be  engaged  in  ojiposition  to  the  govern- 
ment, will  have  the  effect  of  preventing 
any  other  part  of  the  Naf  ive  army  from 
suffering  thems<l\cs,  under  any  cir- 
cumstance, to  be  placed  in  a  situation 
adverse  to  their  duty  and  allegiance. 

The  governor  in  council  avails  him- 
self of  this  occasion. to  express,  in  the 
most  public  manner,  his  high  sense  of 
the  zeal,  mfxleration,  energy,  and 
ability,  displayed  by  the  government 
of  Mysore,  and  by 'the  British  resident, 
and  commanding  officers,  during  the 
transactions  that  havereccniy  occurred 
in  that  country.  The  British  resident, 
and  the  commanding  officer,  in  My- 
sore, did  not  permit  the  adoption  of 
coercive  measures  until  every  means 
of  expostulation  and  forbearance  had 
been  exhausted,  and  until  they  were 
compelled  to  embrace  the  alternative 
of  employing  force  in  order  to  prevent 
the  most  fatal  evils  to  the  cause  of  their 
country:  The  governor  in  council 
requests  that  the  honourable  Mr.  Cole, 
a;id  lieutenant-colonel  Davis,  will  be 
pler.sed  to  accept  ihe  expression  of  his 
highest  approbatioti  and  thanks  for  tbe- 


moderatlon,  firmness,  and  abilfty, 
which  they  manifested  on  this  unprece- 
dented and  distressing  occasion. 

The  officer  commanding  the  army 
in  chief  is  pleased  to  pn^lisb,  for  gene- 
ral information,  the  lists  of  officers 
who  have  signed  the  declaration  ten- 
dered by  the  orders  of  government  of 
the  26th  ult.  which  have  as  yet  been 
received  at  the  adjutant  -  generars 
office. 

Major-general  —  Francis   Gowdie, 
commanding  the  army. 

Colonel — E.  Trapaud,  engineers. 

Lieutenant-colonels — J.  J.  Duramf, 
2d  regt.  N.  I.  S.  W.  Ogg,  5lh  regr. 
N.  I.  J.  Malcolm,  M.  E.  regt.  J. 
H.  Symons,  17th  regt.  N.  I.  Henry 
Nash,  22d  regt.  of  N.  I.  Tbomsa 
Wilson,  6th  regt.  of  N.  I.  J.  Leitb, 
judge  -  advocate  -  general.  P.  Brace, 
mil.-aud.-gen.  R.  Barclay,  6th  regt 
of  N.  I.  town-major,  Fort  St.  George. 
J.  Munro,  qr.-rar.-gen.  of  the  army. 
T.  H.  S.  Conway,  adjt.-gen.  of  the 
army. 

Majors — Colin  Mackenzie,  bk.-mr. 
Mysore.  Thomas  Tichbome,  M.  E. 
regt.  N.  I.  W.  M'Cally,  2d  bat.  20th 
regt.  N.  I.  J.  R.  Vernon,  M.  S.  P. 
V.  Agnew,  dep.-adj.-gen. 

Captains  —  F.  Thompson,  bk.-mr. 
presidency.  P.  Brown,  fort-adjt.  Fort 
St.  George.  M.  L.  Percira,  2d  bat. 
lllh  regt.  N.  I.  W.Morrison,  sec. 
to  the  mil. -board.  R.  B.  Otto,  assisl.- 
qr.-mr.-gen.  L.  S.  Smith,  2d  bat. 
20th  regt.  N.  I. 

Major  Blacker,  dep.-qr.-ror.-gen, 

Lieut.-col.  Trotter,  20th  regt.  N.  I. 

Lieut.  Woodward,  M.  E.  regt. 

Ensigns  Christie,  2d  bat.  25th  regt 
N.  I.  and  Logan,  1st  bat.  do. 

Lieut.  Newman,  2d  bat.  25lh  regt. 
N.  I. 
Lilt  of  officers  at  Trichinopoly,  who 

have  signed  the  declaration, 
•  Major  Nuthall,  6th  regt.  N.  C» 

Captains  Fotheringham,  engineers, 
Grant,  24th  N.  I.  Marrett,  24th  do. 
Frith,  13th  do.  Franck,  artillery. 

Lieutenants  Femyhough,  Haultain^ 
West,  Jones,  Ewing,  .Godfrey,  24th 
regt.  N.  L  

The  following  address  to  the  4»>- 
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nonTHblc  the  governor  wa«  received 
frora  lieatenant-colonel  Davis,  the 
officer  commanding  in  Mysore. 

Camp,  near  Scringapatam, 
\7th  August y  I8O9. 
7^  the  honour  ah  le  Sir  G.  //.  Barlow, 
Bart,  and   K.  B,  governor  of  Fort 
St.  George,  tsfc. 

Honourable  Sir, 
We,  the  officers  of  the  troops,  in 
camp,  near  Scringapatam,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Davis,  are  desirous  of  thurf 
poblicly  expressing  our  sentiments  of 
loyalty  and  patriotism  at  this  momen- 
tous crisis. 

While  we  feel  proudly  conscious^that 
00  thought,  word,  or  act,  of  any  one  of 
oar  body  could  justify  a  doubt  of  our 
w^^rity  ;  yet,  at  a  time  like  the  pre- 
8«it,  it  is  a  satijjfaction  to  ourselves  to 
convey  to  government  the  sentiments 
by  which  we  are  actuated. 

As  British  subjects,  and  as  British 
soldiers,  we   assure  you  of  our  ready 
obedience  5  of  our  steady  determina- 
tion to  protect  the  government,  under 
which  we  serve,  against  all   its  ene- 
mies, of   whatever  desciiption ;    and 
oar  full  conviction   that  any  departure 
from  these  principles  would  be  in  op- 
position  to  the  allegiance  which  we 
owe  to  our  king,  and  the  duty  we  owe 
to  OUT  country. 
(Si'jned)     Henry  Davisi  lieut.«col. 
commanding  the  troops  in  My- 
sore ;    S.  Gibbs,  lieut.-col.  59th 
regiment,  for  self,  and  officers  of 
the  regiment ;  George  P.  Adams, 
lieut.-col.  for  self,  and  officers  of^ 
H.  M.  25lh  L.  D  J  J.  Beaumont, 
assistant  quarter-  master-general, 
Mysore  5    H.  Grove,  major  bri- 
gade. 

To  this  address  the  honourable  the 
governor  was  pleased  to  transmit  the 
following  answer : 

To  Heulenant-cohnel  Davis,  command* 
in  Mysore. 

SiH,— The  sentiments  expressed  in 
(be  address,  which  yon  have  been 
pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  correspond 
with  the  high  opinion  that  I  entertain 
of  the  patriotism,  zeal,  and  public 
▼ktoe^  of  the  o&ctn  who  have  tub- 


scribed  to  that  paper.  At  the  present 
period  of  national  difficulty  our  coun- 
try has  a  right  to  expect,  that  all  those, 
who  have  the  honour  of  seriing  it, 
will  make  the  greatest  exertions  and 
sacrifices  in  its  cause*;  and  I  am  con- 
fident that  the  hij^h  example  of  public 
zeal,  which  you  have  manifested,  will 
be  emulated  by  all  the  troops  under 
this  government. 

In  thi«  remote  part  of  the  empire, 
it  is  only  by  the  obedience,  loyalty^ 
and  virtue,  of  every  class  of  British 
subjects,  that  the  national  ascendancy 
can  be  maintained  ;  and  while  I  ex^ 
press  my  thanks  for  the  just  and  ho- 
nourable  sentiments  which  yon  have 
conveyed  to  me,  I  think  it  proper  to 
acknowledge  the  benefits  that  have 
been  derived  to  the  interests  of  this 
government,  from  the  exemplary  con- 
duct of  the  whole  of  his  Majesty** 
troops  serving  under  it.  It  is  a  source 
of  the  most  consoling  reflection,  that 
the  commotion  which  existed  has  been, 
in  a  considerable  degree,  appeased  ; 
and  that  it  is  now  the  principal  duty 
of  the  government  to  repair  the  evils 
which  have  occurred,  to  re-establish 
public  confidence,  and  to  provide,  in 
the  most  effectual  manner,  for  the 
future  security  of  this  branch  of  the 
empire. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)     G.  H.  Barlow. 

The  following  address  to  the  ho- 
nourable the  governor  in  council  hat 
been  received  uom  Masulipatam : 
To  the  honourable  sir   George  Hilars 

Barlow,  K.  B,  governor  in  fiouncil^ 

Fort  St.  George, 
HoNouftABLB  Sir, 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  moved 
by  the  consideration  of  the  agitation 
and  disorder  which  so  unhappily  pre- 
vail at  the  present  instant,  to  think 
the  expression  of  our  dutiful  -services 
might  be  not  unseasonable,  beg  leave 
to  offer  the  declaration  df  our  rooted 
and  unshaken  affection  to  our  invalu- 
able constitution  and  laws,  and  our 
firm  determination  to  abide  by,  and, 
ift  the  hazard  of  our  liretand  fortunes^ 
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£iithfuUy  adhere   to  the  government, 
as  by  law  established.    I(istructed  by 
our  happy  constitution    that    on   the 
just  control  over  the  army,  by  the  exe- 
cutive power,  depends  the  safety  of  the 
/     state,  we  regard,  with  sentiments  of 
the  profoundest  grief,   the  departure 
firom  military  subordination  by  which 
the  present  awful  crisis  is  so  aS*ectingly 
characterised;    and,    being  impresseil 
with  the  most  lively  conviction,  that 
such  a  state  of  things  must  be  attended 
with   danger  to  every  object  that  is 
'  most  dear  to  us,  we  feel  anxiety  great- 
er than  we  can  express,  that,  by  the 
rc-ascendancy    of   this    constitutional 
principle,  tranquillity  may  speedily  be 
restored,:  and  the  interests  of  the  Bri- 
tish emf^ire  in  India  re-establisl«ed  on 
the  firm  basis  of  internal  concord^  and 
acknowledged  public  order. 
(Signed)     W.  Hawkins, — Nathaniel 
Webb,— F.  A.  Savage,— T.  Towns- 
hend, — and  for  A.G.BIacker, — Hugh 
Scott,— John  Wilspn,— H.  S.  Bow- 
ler,— G.  Maidman, — H.  Tod,    and 
for  F.  W.  Robertson. 
Masulipatam,  l6th  Aug,  I8O9. 

To  this  address  the  honourable  the 
governor  was  pleased  to  transmit  the 
following  answer  : 

To  miliam  Hawkins,  Esq,  bfc.  &c. 
Sir, — I  have  received,  with  senti- 
fnents  of  satisfaction  and  respect,  the 
assurances  of  attachment  to  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  the  constitution  which  have 
regulated  the  proceedings  of  thi!s  go- 
vernment, that  are  contained  in  the 
;iddress  which  you  have  done  me  the 
honour  of  forwarding  to  me.  During 
the  prosecution  of  the  measures, 
which  I  have  found  it  necessary  to 
adopt  for  the  restoration  of  public 
order,  I  always  encouraged  a  belief  that 
the  honourable  principles,  which  you 
liave  stated,  would  soon  recover  the. 
ascendency,  which  they  appeared  to 
have  lost,  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
otficers  of  tlie  company's  service,  and  I 
am  hap])y,  to  announce  to  you^  that  a 
considerable  body  of  the  company's 
officers,  who  were  engaged  in  a  state 
of  opposition  to  tfie  government,  have 
declared  their  obedience  to  its  autho- 

iiy.    f he  loyal  and  honourable  ex- 


ample of  his  majesty's  troops,  and  of 
a  respectable  portion  of  the  company's 
civil  and  military  servants,  has  power- 
fully  contributed  to  produce  this  im- 
portant and  gratifying  result ;  and  the 
best  reasons  exist  for  believing  that  the 
public  interests,  under  tliis    govern- 
ment, will    be    immediately   re-esta- 
blished on  those  foundations  of  general 
obedience,  discipline,  loyalty,  and  vir- 
tue, which  are  essential  to  the  prospe- 
rity of  the  British  empire  in  India. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servt. 
(Signed)     G.  H.  Baulow. 

Fort  St.  George,  Aug.  30. — A 
report  has  been  received  by  the  go- 
vernor in  council,  from  the  officer 
commanding  in  Mysore,  stating  that 
the  troops  which  composed  the  garri- 
son of  Seringapatam  surrendered  at 
discretion  on  the  23d  instant,  delivered 
up  their  arms,  and  proceeded  to  the 
stations  inMysore  allotted  for  their  resi- 
<jlence. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
Native  troops,  which  proceeded  from 
Chittledroog,  were  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  real  designs  of  their  officers  j  and 
marched  under  an  impression  produced 
by  their  officers,  that  his  royal  high- 
ness, the  rajah  of  Mysore,  had  com- 
menced hostility  against  the  British 
government,  and  attacked  the  fort  of 
Seringapatam.  The  appearance  of  the 
Mysore  horse  conBrmed  this  opinion 
in  the  minds  of  those  troops  i  and  when 
they  found,  in  the  contest  before  Se- 
ringapatam, which  was  begun  by  the 
Mysore  horse,  that  the  British  force 
acted  against  them,  they  abandoned 
their  arms,  and  endeavoured  to  save 
their  lives  by  flight ;  it  appears  that 
a  considerable  number  escaped  into  the 
fort  of  Seringapatam. 

This  explanation  is  due  to  the  gene- 
ral conduct  of  the  Native  troops  under 
this  governnient;  who  have,  in  cir- 
cumstances of  peculiar  difficulty, mani- 
fested a  fidelity  to  the  state  that  reflects 
great  honour  on  their  character.  The 
governor  in  council  was  persuaded  that 
it  was  only  by  deceiving  the  Native 
troops  that  they  could.be  misled  from 
their  duty ;  and  their  conduct,  in  every 
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situation  when  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
true  situation  of  affairs,  justifies  the 
high  opinion  which  he  entertained  of 
their  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  errtitles  them 
to  the  approbation  and  thanks  of  the 
government. 

The  governor  in  council  greatly 
ascribes  the  early  termination  of  the 
disturbances,  in  Mysore,  to  the  vigi- 
lance, energy,  and  talents  of  the  acting 
resident,  the  honorable  Arthur  Cole, 
and  the  commanding  officer  in  Mysore, 
lieut. -colonel  Davis  j  and  he  judges 
it  proper  again  to  express  his  high  sense 
ofthe  Tmportant  services  which  they 
have  rendered  to  the  interests  of  their 
country  in  India. 

By  order  of  the  honorable  the  go- 
vernor iu  council. 

A.  Falconar, 
Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

Madras 
Occurrences  for  September. 

Sept.  9. — ^The  appointment  of  co- 
lonel Close  to  I  he  command  of  the 
Hydrabad  subsidiary  torce,  and  to  the 
general  command  of  ihe  subsidiary 
force,  and  of  the  field  force  ordered 
to  assemble  in  the  ceded  districts,  will 
not  interfere  with  the  appointment  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Conran  to  the  spe- 
cial command  of  the  latter. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Conran  will  pro- 
ceed, with  the  force  under  his  com- 
mand, to  Hf  drabad,  and  place  himself 
under  the  orders  of  colonel  Close. 

Sept.  J 1 . — Early  this  morning  his 
majesty's  ship,  Dover,  anchored  in  the 
roads,  having  on  board  the  right  ho- 
nourable lord  Minto,  governor-generaL 
At  sun-rise  a  salute  of  I9  guns  was 
fired  from  Fort  St.  George,  and  about 
11  o'clock  his  lordship  landed  under 
similar  honours.  The  whole  of  the 
troops  in  garrison  were  drawn  out  on 
the  occasion,  and  formed  a  street  from 
St.  ^reorge's  gate  to  the  government- 
house,  where  his  lordship  took  his 
seat,  under  a  salute  of  19  guns. 

ProclamaHon  hy   the   honourable  the 
governor  in  council. 


liameot  made,  and  passed,  in  Great 
Britain,  in  the  33d  year  of  the  reign 
oC  his  present  majesty,  king  Greorge 
the  Third,  and  entitled,  an  act  for  con« 
tinning  in  the  East  India  company  for 
a  further  term,  the  possession  of  the 
British  territories  in  India,  together 
with  their  exclusive  trade,  under  cer- 
tain limitations;  for  establishing , fur- 
ther regulations  for  the  government 
of  the  said  territories,  and  the  better 
administration  of  justice  within  the 
same ;  for  appropriating  to  certain  uses 
the  revenues  and  profits  of  the  said 
company  j  and  for  making  provision 
for  the  good  order  and  government  of 
the  towns  of  Calcutta,  Madras,  and 
Bombay, — it  is  enacted,  that  ^hen  the 
governor-general  of  Fort  William,  in 
Bengal,  for  the  time  being,  shall  find 
it  expedient  to  visit  the  presidency  of 
Fort  St.  George,  or  the  presidency  of 
Bombay,  or  any  province  or  place  in 
India  -,  the  powers  and  authorities  of 
the  governor,  or  other  chief  oflScer,  or 
oflSeers,  of  such  presidency,  province^ 
or  place,  shall,  from  the  time  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  arrival  of  the  s^d 
governor-general  therein,  be  suspend* 
ed,  (except  with  regard  to  judicial 
proceedings)  j— and  shall  so  continue 
to  be  suspended,  until  other  proclama- 
tion be  made  to  the  contrary,  by  the 
order  of  the  said  governor-general ;  or 
otherwise,  until  the  said  governor-ge- 
neral shall  depart  therefirom,  and  no  ' 
longer  j— and  that,  during  that  interval, 
the  powers  and  authorities  of  the  said 
governor,  or  other  chief  officers,  shall 
be  vested  in  the  said  governor-general, 
with  liberty  nevertheless  for  such  go- 
vernor to  sit  and  act  as  a  member  of 
the  council  of  such  presidency,  and 
that  the  said  goveirnor-general  in  coun- 
cil, at  either  of  the  said  presidenci^ 
of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  shall 
be  invested  with  the  powers  and  autho- 
rities, of  the  governor  in  council  of 
the  same  presidency,  or  settlement, 
respectively  5  and  also  with  the  same 
^mple  powers  and  authorities  as  can, 
or  may  be  exercised  by  the  governor- 
general  in  council  at  Fort  William,  by 
force  and  virtue  of  this  act;  and 
whereas  the  right  honourable  Gilbert 
lord  Minto,  now  being  governor-gene-      d 


104 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I8O9. 


tttd>  has  found  it  expedient  to  risit 
this  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George, 
and  is  actually  arrived  at  the  same, 
with  intent  to  exercise,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  exercising  the  powers  so 
vested,  and  intended  to  be  vested,  in 
the  governor-general  in  council,  at  this 
presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  afore* 
said^  under,  and  by  virtue  of,  the  said 
act ;  and  whereas  such  the  arrival  of 
the  said  right  honourable  Gilbert  lord 
Minto,  governor- general  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, aforesaid,  has  been  duly  notified 
to  the  honourable  sir  George  Hilaro 
Barlow;  bart.  and  knight  of  the  most 
honourable  order  of  the  Bath,  gover- 
nor in  council  of  Fort  St.  George,  and 
the  said  Sir  George  Hilaro  Bar- 
low, baronet,  governor  in  council 
aforesaid  has,  in  consequence  thereof, 
ordered  and  directed  such  the  arrival 
of  the  said  Gilbert  lord  Minto,  gover- 
nor-general, aforesaid,  to  be  publicly 
proclaimed,  pursuant  to  the  said  act  j 
now  proclamation  is  hereby  made  ac- 
cordingly of  such  the  arrival  of  the 
said  Gilbert  lord  Mlnto,  governor-ge- 
neral of  Fort  William,  aforesaid,  and 
all  persons  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined, 
and  required,  to  take  notice  thereof. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council  of  Fort  St.  George 
aforesaid,  this  11th  day  of  September, 
in  theyear  I80g. 

A.  Falconae, 
Chief  sec.  to  govt 

General  orders  hy  the  right  honourable 
the  govemor^generaL 

Fort  St.  Gborob,  Sept.  11.— The 
right  honourable  Gilbert  lord  Minto, 
governor-general  of  all  the  forces  and 
afiairsof  the  British  nation  in  India, 
having  judged  bis  presence  at  the  pre- 
sidency of  Fort  St.  George  to  be  ex- 
pedient for  the  public  service,  his 
lordship  hereby  notifies  to  the  army, 
that  he  is  arrived  at  the  said  presidency 
accordingly,  and  he  requires  all  officers 
and  soldiers  under  this  presidency,  to 
obey  him  as  governor-general  in  coun- 
c'd  at  Fort  St.  George,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  33d 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  chapter  51. 

By  order  of  the  right  hononrabk 
the  governor-general  in  council. 


To  Captain  Jameson,  commanding  the 

honourable  company* s  ship.  General 

Stuart. 

My  Dear  Sir,— At  the  desire  of  the 
officers  and  gentlemen,  who  came 
round  from.  Bengal  in  the  General 
Stuart,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  request 
your  acceptance  of  a  vase  of  the  value 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas,  as 
a  just,  though  small,  token  of  the 
sense  they  entertain  of  your  nntfonnlj 
polite  and  kind  attention  towards  them 
duringnhe  passage;  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  add,  in  the  name  of  my  bro- 
ther officers  and  fellow  passengers, 
our  most  cordial  wishes  for  the  success 
^  the  General  Stuart  on  her  w^ 
home,  and  the  happy  accomplishment 
of  all  your  views  in  life. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 
Your's  most  faithfully, 

(Signed)     Gbo.  Herbert  Gall, 
Com.  the  gov  gen*s.  body  guard. 
Madras,  Sept.  12,  I8O9. 

To  Captain  G.  H,  Gall,,  commanding 
the  right  honourable  the  governor' 

fetierats  body  guard, 
iy  Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  faroor- 
ed  with  your  very  polite  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  expressive  of  the  sen* 
timents^  of  yourself,  and  the  other  of« 
ficers  and  gentlemen,  who  came  pas- 
sengers from  Bengal  on  the  General 
Stuart,  with  respect  to  my  conduct  on 
you  and  them,  while  on  board  that 
ship;  and  requesting  my  acceptance 
of  a  vase  of  the  value  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  guineas,  as  a  token  of  the 
sense  they  entertain  of  my  attention 
towards  them. 

I  accept,  with  pleasure,  this  very 
handsome  token  of  approbation,  and 
beg  to  offer  you  my  best  thanks,  and 
^  that  yon  will  have  the  goodness  to 
communicate  the  same  to  the  oth^ 
officers  and  gentlemen,  who  have  all 
my  best  wishes  for  their  wel^re  and 
prosperity. 

Wishing  you  every  success, 
I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 
Your*s  very  fiiithfully, 
(Signed)        James  Jamesov. 
Madras,  Sept.  13,  I8O9. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 
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GeTteral  orders  hy  the  right  honourable 
the  governor' general. 

Fort  St.  George,  September 25.— 
On  nay  arrival  at  Fort  St.  George,  I 
learnt  that  several  important. changes 
had  taken  place  in  tiie  affairs  of  this 
presidency,  subsequent  to  the  events 
which  had  come  to  my  knowledge  at 
the  period  of  my  departure  from  Ben- 
gal. 

The  l8t  act  of  open  revolt,  which 
had  already  been  committed  by  the 
garrisoiv  of  Masulipatam,  had  been 
iol lowed  by  proceedings  pot  less  cri- 
minal and  desperate  at  some  of  the 
most  considerable  stations,  as  well  as 
some  of  the  most  subordinate  posts  of 
the  army.  These  measures  had  been 
undertaken  in  connection  with  a  guilty 
combination  and  concert,  the  extent  of 
which  I  cannot  contemplate  without 
the  deepest  concern. 

I  had  cheri8hed,as  long  as  events  would 
yet  allow  me  to  do  so,  that  cordial  es- 
teem for  t^e  ahny  of  the  coast  at  large, 
which  a  long  and  uniform  display  of 
every  military  virtue  had,  till  this  ca- 
lamitous season,  so  well  justified,  and 
which  had  led  me,  perhaps  too  per- 
tinaciously, to  ascribe-  the  prevailing 
disorders  .  rather  to  a  partial,  than  to  a 
i;enera]  defection  from  duty. 

This  habitual  regard  for  the  army  of 
Fort  St.  George,  has  much  embittered 
the  necessity  of  renouncing,  even  for 
an  interval,  and  I  trust  I  may  now  say 
a  short  one,  sentiments  wbic{i  were 
once  so  just  and  are  still  so  grateful  to 
my  mind. 

It  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  to  re- 
flect, that  I  have  yielded  these  favour- 
able impressions  to  the  evidence  of 
facts  alone,  and  that  it  has  required 
those  scenes  which  have  been  acted 
in  open  day,  without  affecting  even 
the  decency  of  concealmenti  to  ex- 
tort firom  me  the  reluctant  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  too  general  participa- 
tion in  the  late  criminal  confederacy, 
which, while  it  casts  a  wider  shade  over 
the  former  reputation  of  this  army, 
has  also  given  to  their  proceedings  a 
more  serious  and  awful  character,  since 
the  blow  which  the  contest  alone,  bat 
which  success  even  without  contest, 
'would  yet  more  certainly  have  struck 


into  the  bosom  of  their  country,  must 
have  been  proportionally  the  deeper  and 
more  incurable. 

The  anxiety  and  grief,  which  woul^ 
have  attended  the  necessity  of  such  a 
contest  as  this  state  of  things  appeared 
likely  to  require,  has  however  been 
spared  me,  by  the  return  of  the  of- 
ficers to  their  duty,  a  final  renuncia- 
tion  of  the  criminal  designs  which  had 
directed  their  late  conduct,  and  an  un- 
qualified submission  to  legal  authority 
before  ray  arrival  at  Madras. 

The  leading  and  principal  facts  had 
been  placed  so  entirely  beyond  doubt 
or  question,  by  the  bold,  undisguised 
character  of  thjp  revolt,  and  the  gene- 
ral principles  of  the  deliberation, 
on  which  I  was  entering,  are  so  plain 
and  manifest  in  themselves,  that  a. 
resolution  might,  perhaps,  have  been  « 
safely  taken  with  little  reflation  or  de- 
lay. 

The  consequences,  however,  of  th« 
judgment  I  had  to  pronounce,  on  one 
hand,  to  the  public  interest,  and  on 
the  other  to  a  numerous  body,  whose 
title  to  respect  and  regard  could  not  be 
entirely  etfbced  from  my  mind,  even 
by  the  culpable  excesses  of  a  short  and 
distempered  period, were  so  momentous, 
that  I  could  not  consent  to  hazard  a  de- 
cision,unsupported  by  such  previous  in- 
vestigation both  of  fact  and  argument, 
as  the  urgent  nature  of  the  subject  ad- 
mitted. It  is  matter  of  much  com- 
fort to  my  own  mind,  therefore,  and 
will!  doubt  not  afford  satisfiu:tion  to 
others,  that  the  measures,  I  have  to 
announce  to  the  army,  have  been  the 
result  of  individual  enquiry  as  to  facts, 
and  of  the  most  mature,  as  well  as 
anxious  personal,  meditation  on  every 
point  of  juiticj,  public  policy,  and 
official  duty,  which  ought  to  guide 
the  deliberations  and  councils  of  a  go- 
vernment on  such  a  question. 

I  have  not  neglected  to  look  back 
once  more  to  the  origin  of  these  trou- 
bles, and  I  am  constrained  to  repeat 
the  sentiments  I  have  already  delivered 
on  that  branch  of  the  subject.  No- 
thing can  jastify  the  revolt  of  an  array, 
but  I  have  been  disappointed  in  ray 
search  even  for  circumstances  of  rai- 
tisation  in  this  revolt.    No  injury  has,  i 
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In  my  apprehension,  been  done  to 
the  army>  in  any  stage  of  a  conflict 
which  began  in  a  factious  attack  on 
goverament.  But  if,  in  the  neces- 
iary  vindication  of  authority,  any  point 
may  have  arisen,  which  might  be 
thought  interesting  to  the  military  body 
at  large,  the  regular  and  legitimate  re- 
course to  the  ultimate  authorities  was 
Dot  only  open,  but  was  actually  in 
progress.  Seditious  combination,  there- 
fore, can  find  no  apology  in  the  case, 
neither  can  punishments,  uiflicted  on 
individual  acts  of  sedition,  furnish  a 
just  provocation  to  general  confede- 
racy. 

The  commission  of  crimes  draws 
after  it  the  penalties  attached  to  them, 
and  in  this  process,  it  is  government 
which  is  driven  to  repeat  punishments 
and  multiply  restraints  by  the  growth 
i^nd  repetition  of  o^ences.  It  does 
not  lie  in  the  offenders  mouths  to  say, 
that  they  have  been  driven  into  the 
commission  of  crimes  by  the  repeti- 
tion of  punishments. 

Such,  however,  appears  to  have  been 
the  false  ,  and  inverted  principle  by 
which  this  contagion  has  spread  from 
a  partial  faction  to  a  general  revolt. 

The  latter  excesses  of  the  revolted 
officers  appear  to  have  sought  a  jus- 
tiiication,  and  perhaps  to  have  found 
support,  from  an  error  extremely  st-^ 
milar. 

The  necessary, ; because  the  only  ef- 
fectual, means  of  defence  which  go- 
vernment could  employ  against  the 
iFiolence  with  which  it  was  threatened, 
have  been  converted  into  arguments 
of  greater  violence,  have  been  treated 
as  crimes,  and  as  new  provocations 
to  that  very  rebellion,  by  which  these 
measures  were,  themselves,  rendered 
indispensable. 

On  the  other  hand  I  have  examined, 
with  more  than  impartiality,  that  is  to 
say,  with  an  earnest  desire  to  establish 
the  most  favourable  conclusions  -for 
the  officers  of  this  army,  all  the  cir- 
cumstances which  attended,  and  might 
be  supposed  to  have  influenced,  the 
sudden  return  of  the  army  lo  its  dutj. 
I  am  little  inclined  to  pronounce  an 
adverse  and  ungracious  judgment  on 
that  interesting  point.  I  will  not,  bow- 


ever,  either  on  this  or  any  other  occa- 
sion, sacrifice  truth  to  the  indulgence  of 
my  personal  diposition  and  wishes,  and 
I  have  to  regret  that  neither  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  of  the  momeot, 
nor  the  specific  information  which  bat 
fallen  under  my  observation,  can  war- 
rant as  clearly  as  I  wish,  the  opinion  I 
am  desirous  of  entertaining,  that  the 
.submission  of  the  army  to  legal  autho- 
rity may  be  exclusively  ascribed   to  a 
returning    sense    of    duty,    and   the 
mere  operation  of   public  principle.— 
I  am,  at  the  same  time,  unwilling  to 
probe  that  question  more  deeply  than 
the  occasion  requires,  and  I  amen* 
tirely  disposed,  amongst  the  compli- 
cated .  motives  of  an   action  good  in 
itself,  to  discern  at  least  the  co-opera- 
tion of  worthy  and  honou fable  induce^ 
ments.'  The  latter  sentiment  has  not 
been  excluded  from  the  considemtions 
on  which  my  judgment  has  been  form- 
ed, and  has  been  allowed  a  most  wel- 
come, and  acceptable  influence  on  the  ■ 
£nal  measures  that  have  been  adopted. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  enlarge  or 
the  grounds  of  the  opinions  1  have  now 
delivered,  and  I  have  touched  upon 
them  only  for  the  purpose  of  explain- 
ing one  of  the  principal  foundations  of 
my  decision. — The  acts  being  in  them- 
selves highly  criminal,  I  have  discover- 
/ed  neither  in  the  motives  .that  led  to 
them,  nor  in  the  immediate  induce- 
ments to  submission,  sufficient  pallia- 
tion to  entitle  offences,  so  dangerous  to 
our  country  and  the  world,  to  simple 
impunity  and  pardon.     Clear  and  inca- 
pable of  doubt  as  this  proposition  is,  I 
have  not  yielded  my  implicit,  and  final 
assent  to  it,  without  a  repeated  review 
of  every   consideration  that  could  ot>- 
pose   that   conclusion,    nor    without 
many  struggles  of  private  sensibility  and 
feeling  against   the  lamented  conse- 
quences, which  must  practically  result 
from  it— But  these  are  questions  not 
of   private   sensibility^  but  of   public 
trust.     I  have  in  charge  the  discipline 
of  future  armies— The  maintenance  of 
that   fixed   and  immutably  principle^ 
that  military  bodies  are  subordinate  io 
the  state  ;  in  a  word,  the  fundamental 
securities  of  human  association — I  can- 
not exclude  from  my  mind  the  inti* 
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mate  conviction  that  the  total  impuni* 
ty  of  revolt,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  present  events,  is  not  compatible 
-with  those  securities  5  that  the  silence 
of  the  law,  in  the  case  of  arms  turned 
against  the  government  that  gave  them ; 
of  fortresses  seized  by  those  who  were 
stationed  to  protect  them  ;  of  troops  se- 
duced by  the  officers  to  whose  better 
guardianship  they  were  committed, 
could  be  ascribed  to  no  motive,  and 
produce  on  the  minds  of  those  who 
should  witness  it,  even  from  a  distance, 
no  impression  favourable  to  obedience 
and  discipline.  Upon  what  distinction 
shall  we  rely  hereafter  in  the  punish- 
ment of  inferior  offenders,  and  acts  of 
-  minor  insubordination,  when  impunity 
is  the  established  result  of  mutiny,  in 
which  the  officers  of  a  whole  army 
were  the  actors,  and  of  which  their  su- 
periors and  commanders  have  been  the 
principal  promoters  and  leaders  ? 

This  painful  argument  is  extorted 
from  me,  not  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
proach, but  to  fortify  my  unwilling 
judgment  in  the  afflicting,  but  inevita- 
ble, conclusion,  that  total  impunity  is 
forbidden  by  every  obligation  of  my 
high  trust* 

There  is  yet,  I  hope,  a  mitigating 
principle  in  the  most  austere  exercise 
of  English  justice  j  that  justice,  which, 
while  it  obeys  the  call  of  public  safet}', 
is  ever  accessible  to  the  interceding 
voice  of  clemency  and  mercy.  A  leni- 
ent and  even  a  tender  administration  of 
justice  is  at  once  the  boast  and  privilege 
of  our  glorious  and  happy  country. 

From  its  sterner  duties  I  must  not 
entirely  shrink,  but  if  I  am  prompted, 
by  the  best  propensities  of  every  human 
bosom,  to  infuse  into  the  correction  of 
subdued  ofiences  the  largest  measure  of 
indulgence  compatible  witli  the  ends  of 
justice,  I  shall  be  but  a  faithful  repre- 
sentative of  our  common  sovereign,  and 
shall  but  illustrate  and  exemplify  the 
national  character  of  his  people.  To 
this  truly  English  virtue  I  shall  appeal, 
if  any  one  should  think  that  either  in 
the  gratification  of  personal  feelings,  or 
in  the  emulation  of  the  characteristic 
lenity  of  England,  I  may  have  given  too 
wide  a  scope  to  indulgence,  and  have 
doM  too  little  for  public  discipline. 


In  pursuance  of'  these  views,  the 
principle,  I  have  thought  myself  at 
liberty  to  adopt,  has  been  to  limit  the 
number  of  punishments,  since  impu- 
nity cannot  be  general  5  and  to  mitigate 
their  degrees  to  tlie  utmost  extent  of 
lenity,  not  entirely  incompatible  with 
the  public  good,  and  the  indispensable 
demands  of  justice. 

In  the  execution  of  this  principle,  it 
has  been  necessary  to  make  a  small  se- 
lection from  a  great  mass  of  delinquen- 
cy, all.subjecl  in  strictness  to  the  pe- 
nalties of  the  law ;  and  that  such  a 
choice  should  neither  be  capricious,  por 
subject  to  the  suspicion  of  partiality,  I 
have  adopted  general  criterions,  the 
principles  of  which  are  manifestly  just, 
and  the  application  of  which  to  parti- 
cular cases  is  subject  to  no  difficulty. 

The  first  ground  of  selection  is  the 
commission  of  some  overt  act  of  rebel- 
lion or  mutiny,  such  as  seizing  oq 
fortresses,  or  public  treasure  j  actual 
hostility  against  the  troops  of  hisMajes- 
ty,  the  company,  or  its  ajlies  j  quitting 
the  station  allotted  to  troops  without 
orders,  or  the  refusal  topbey  the  orders 
of  government. 

This  principle  of  s  lection  would 
liberate  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  armyj  but  it  would  invoke  a 
much  greater  number  than  it  enters 
into  my  views  to  exclude  from  pardon. 

It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  select 
from  the  numerous  class,  already  de- 
scribed, a  smaller  number  comprized 
within  a  narrower  head  of  distinction. 

That  selection  is  to  consist  of  the 
officers  in  command  of  ti^ations>  or 
bodies  of  troops,  commandants  of  corps, 
and  persons  peculiarly  distinguished  for 
a  forward  and  violent  part  in  the  most 
criminal  acts  of  proceedings  of  the 
army. 

The  whole  of  this  highly  criminal 
and  peculiarly  responsible,  but  not 
numerous,  class,  will  roost  justly  be 
submitted  to  a  trial  by  court  martial. 
'  But  as  the  courts  martial  may  of 
necessity  be  bound  to  pass  sentences  of 
greater  severity  than  it  is  in  contempla- 
tton  to  extend,  without  distinction,  to 
the  whole  number  of  those  submitted 
to  trial,  a  more  minute  sub-division 
will  yet  be  made,  and  the  officers  in 
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command  of  garrisons,  or  considerable 
bodies  of  troops,  wiH  be  separated^  00 
this  ground  of  higher  responsibility, 
fironri  the  comihandiots  of  corps.  The 
former  will  be  subjected  at  all  e\'ents 
to  trial ;  the  latter  will  be  allowed  the 
option  of  a  trial,  or  dismissal  from 
the  service. 

In  order  that  no  anxious  uncertainty 
may  remain,  con^^eming  the  application 
of  these  rules  of  selection  to  individual 
cases,  the  names  of  all  the  officers  in- 
tended for  punishment  are  expressed  in 
the  following  list.  It  will  be  found  not 
to  include  the  commandants  of  corps 
at  Secundrabad,  although  Jhat  force 
fell  too  diiitinctly  within*  the  principle 
of  selection,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
lead  it  assumed  in  the  criminal  com- 
bination and  the  violent  proceedings  of 
the  army,  but  as  having  committed  open 
mutiny,in  refusing  to  permit  the  march 
of  the  2d  battalion  lOth  regiment  to 
Goa. 

I  have,  however,  thought  the  exam- 
ple, which  that  force  was  the  first  to 
•et  to  the  revolted  officers,  of  an  early 
iteturn  to  their  duty,  and  the  influence 
of  thaf  example  upon  other  parts  of 
the  army,  may  be  admitted  as  grounds 
of  special  indulgence  and  pardon. 

I  have  abstained  from  looking 
too  narrowly  into  the  variety  of  possi- 
ble motives  that  may  be  supposed  to 
have  actuated  the  senior  officers  of  this 
force,  in  their  exertions  to  withdraw 
it  from  further  resistance  to  govern- 
ment. In  my  desire  to  restore  my 
first  esteem  to  the  officers  of  this 
army,  thg  better  and  more  honourable 
inducements  may  be  allowed  at  least 
their  share  in  this  commendable  part  of 
their  conduct  5  and  in  my  solicitude  to 
extend  the.  principle  of  clemency  to  its 
utmost  allowable  bounds,I  have  deemed 
the  benefit  derived  both  to  the  public 
and  to  the  army  itself,  from  the  submis- 
•ion  of  the  Hydrabad  force,  sufficiently 
important  to  warrant,  even  without 
regard  to  motives,  or  inducements,  the 
extension  of  indulgence  tb  that  body. 
It  will  be  a  signal  testimony  that  go- 
vernment is  not  unmindful  of  the 
services,  which  are  rendered  to  it,  and 
that,  while  it  is  iropelled,'only  by  ne- 
MBsity,  to  tb«  «xercii«  of  iu  sevtrcr 


functions,  it  seizes  widi  satisfaction 
every  opportunity  to  forgive  and  ra- 
ward. 

lAst  of  officers  to  he  tried, 
John  fiell,  lieutenant-colonel^  1st 
battalion,  artillery,  senior  officer^  com- 
manding Seriugapatam  ;  John  Dove- 
ton,  lieutenant-colonel,  8th  regiment, 
cavalry,  commanding  a  detachment  of 
the  Hydrabad  subsidiary  force  at 
Jaulnaj  Joseph  Storey,  major,  ist 
battalion,  19th  regiment.  Native  in- 
fantry, senior  officer,  commanding 
Masulipatam  ;  to  be  tried  by  court- 
martial. — Robert  Munro,  lieutenant- 
colonel,  2d  battalion^  15th  regiment, 
Seringapatam  5  David  C.  Kenny,  ma- 
jor, 2d  battalion,  19th  regiment,  Serin- 
gapatam 'f  T.  F.  De  Havilaud,  captain, 
engineers,  Seringapatam ;  George  Ca- 
dell,  captain,  12th  battalion.  Native 
infantry,  and  towr?  major,  Seringapatam 
Hugh  M'Intosh,  captain,  1st  battalion, 
8th  regiment,  marched  without  orden 
from  Chittledroog  to  Seringapatam ; 

F.  K.  Aiskill,  captain,  1st  battalioD, 
15th  regiment,  marched  whhout  orders 
from  Chittledroog  to  Seringapatam  3 
A.  Andrews,  captain,  Madras  European 
regiment,  Masulipatam  ;  James  Patter- 
son, captain,  1st  battalion,  11th  regi- 
ment, Samulcpttahj  George  Wahab, 
captain,  1st  battalion,  21st  regiment, 
Cbicacole  $  James  Sadler,  captain,  1st 
battalion,  24th  regiment,  Eilore  ;  J.  L. 
Lushington,  captain,  4th  regiment, 
caA^alry,  Jauloa  5  A.  M'Leod,  captain, 
8th  regiment,  cavalry,  Jaulua;  C. 
Hopkinson,^  captain  lieuteuant,  1st 
battalion,  artillery,  senior  officer  of 
artillery,  at  Jaulna^  G.  W.  Poignand, 
captain  lieutenant,  horse  artillery,  se- 
nior officer  of  the  corps  at  Jauloa; 

G.  M.  Gibson,  captain,  ist  battalion, 
lOth  regiment.  Jaulna;  Thomas  Pd- 
lok,  captain,  1st  battalion,  12th  regi- 
ment, Jaulna  3  Mathew  Stewart,  ma- 
jor, 2d  battalion,  1 7th  regiment,  Jaol- 
na$  John  Turner,  captain,  2d  bat- 
talion, 15th  regiment,  Seringapatam; 
to  be  tri^  by  court-martial,  or  dis- 
missed the  service  at  their  option. 

Reduced  as  the  numbers  contained 
in  tills  melancholy  list  have  been  by 
«vtry  coAiideration  to  which  a 
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mi  inviolable  doty  has  permitted  me 
tolisten»it  has  not  been  without  the 
most  aiflictinf^  agitation  my  mind  has 
ever  experienced,  that  1  have  affixed 
my  final  signature  to  the  order  as  it 
now  stands. 

It  is  with  corresponding  satis^tion 
and  joy,  *  I  have  now  to  perform  the 
more  gratetul  office  of  announcing  to 
every  other  officer,  who  has  been  in- ' 
Yolv^d  in  any  of  the  criminal  proceed- 
ings of  the  army,  sipce  the  1st  of  May, 
a  general  and  unqualified  amnesty  ;  to 
the  benefit  of  which  those  officers,  who 
have  hitherto  declined  the  test,  will  be 
admitted  on  their  signing  that  declara- 
tion. 

This  amnesty  is  not  granted  in  the 
narrow  spirit  of  mere  pardon.  It  is 
tendered  as  an  act  of  total  and  sincere 
oblivion  ',  it  offers  on  the  part  of  go- 
yernment  a  full  restoration  of  confi- 
dence and  esteem ;  and  it  invites  from 
those,  who  are  the  object  of  ii,  not  a 
salleo  discharge  of  constrained  duty, 
but  obedience  which  comes  from  the 
heart,  and  the  cheerful,  animated  ser- 
vice of  cordiality,  aftection,  and  zeal. 

My  sentiments,  concerning  the  late 
events,  have  been  too  clearly  pronounc- 
ed to  admit  of  an  amnesty,  thus  general 
being  so  far  misinterpreted  as  to  bring 
in  question  the  deep  sense  I  continue 
to  entertain,  both  of  the  guilt  and  the 
danger  of  those  actions  to  which  this 
indemnity  is  granted.  It  is  not  on  a 
principle  of  justification,  but  of  pure 
indulgence,  unmixed  with  any  other 
consideration,  that  I  have  acted  on  this 
occasion.  1  have  recollected  the  prone- 
ness  of  our  common  nature  to  error ; 
the  dominion  of  the  passions  over  rea- 
son;  the  infiucnce  of  rank,auihority,and 
talents  over  young  and  feeble  n>ind8  3 
the  powers  of  coniagion,  and  the  irre- 
sistible torrent  of  general  example.  1 
have  considered  the  small  and  scarcely 
perceptible  dtgrees  by  which  innocent 
men  are  conductetl,  from  the  first 
slight  tran'igresbion,  to  crimes,  the  enor- 
thity  of  wlii  h  their  minds  would  have 
revolted  at,  if  presented  at  once  to 
their   view. 

To  resist  these  seductions  is  the  part 
of  a  sound  judgment  and  manly  charac- 
ter.   Such  effijrts  are  most  hononrable 


to  the  distinguished  few  who  are  gifted 
with  the  union  of  these  x)uali ties,  but 
they  are,  I  fear,  too  rare  to  be  required 
of  all.  To  such  considerations  the  ex- 
tent of  the  present  clemency  must  be 
referred. 

When  the  officers  included  in  this 
act  of  grace  reflect  on  the  happy 
change  it  has  operated  on  their  condi- 
tion, I  am  sure  the  first  sentiments  of 
their  breasts  will  be  those  of  devout 
and  fervent  gratitude.  It  is  my  wish  to 
point  these  acknowledgments  to  their 
proper  objects. 

Their  first  obligation  is  to  the  firm 
counsels  and  vigorous  measures  of  titat 
upright  and  honourable  man,  against 
whom  their  bands  have  been  so  un- 
justly raised.  To  the  fortitude  of  his 
tnind,  which  must  challenge  there- 
specLand  esteem  even  of  his  adversa- 
ries, and  to  the  energy  of  the  govern  • 
roent  of  Fort  St.  George,  the  officers 
are  indebted  for  their  narrow  escape 
from  the  guilt  of  a  monstrous  and  un- 
natural conflict  with  their  country, 
and  from  the  ruin  which,'  in  every 
possible  issue  of  that  contest,  must 
have  overwhelmed  themselves. 

Next,  for  the  recovery  of  life, 
honour,  their  own  e^iteem,  the  confi- 
dence of  government,  the  regard  of 
their  countr  men,  and  I  trust  a  firm 
security  for  the  |)erpelual  duration  of 
these  blessings,  their  grateful  benedic- 
tions are  due  to  the  benevolent  genius 
of  their  country,  of  which  I  am  only 
the  organ. 

If  the  accents  of  reproof  have  not 
been  entirely  excluded  from  this  ad- 
dress, they  have  not  been  dictated 
by  an  angry  or  vindictive  mind ; 
and,  in  the  full  assurance  that  they  wilk 
never  recur  in  the  intercourse  between 
government  and  the  army  of  the  coast, 
I  shall  conclude  with  the  last  admoni- 
tions of  a  truer  and  safer  friend  than 
auy  flatterer  of  their  passions  and  er- 
rors can  ever  be.  ^ 

If  in  this  awful  moment  I  have  ac- 
quired any  title  to  their  confidence  and 
attention,  let  me  implore  them  to  think 
Jess  lightly,thau  it  is  evident  their  mimls 
have  been  accustomed  to  do,  of  violat- 
ing the  first,  the  most  sacred,  and  t)i< 
most  characteristic  duty  of  a  soldier,-* 
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fidelity  to  the  power  he  serves.  Let 
them  think  less  lightlj  of  turning  the 
arms  they  have  accepted  in  trusty 
against  the  government  which  has  re- 
posed that  confidence  in  their  probity. 
Let  this  be  the  true  point  of  a  soldier's 
honour,  which  stamps  with  infamy 
every  spurious  pretence  to  that  sacred 
title;  every  pretence,  which  is  in  contra- 
diction with  this  primary  obligation, 
and  which  would  strangely  and  unin- 
telligibly postpone,  a  first  engagement . 
for  the  performance  of  legal  duties,  ta 
a  posterior  and  gratuitous  pledge  to 
commit  crimes— Let  them  reflect  on 
the  guilt,  the  dishonour,  and  the  peril, 
exemplified  but  yesterday.  Of  this  false 
casuistry. 

I  intreat  them  to  be  persuaded,  that 
no  man  of  honour,  at  the  head  of  a 
government,will  ever  compromise  with 
revolt,  and  that  in  every  case  the  con- 
flict must  be  carried  to  the  last  extre- 
iBity. — My  sentiments  on  that  subject 
ar^  not  equivocal,  and  are  not  assumed 
for  this  occasion.  They  have  been 
pronounced  long  since,  and  previous 
to  any  indication  of  troubles  on  the 
coast.  My  fixed  and  firm  principle  is, 
that  the  iiMmost  evils  that  can  flow 
from  a  contest  with  revolt,  and  even 
from  defeat,  are  much  inferior  to  the 
greater,  more  permanent,  an^  more 
extepsive  mischief  of  concession.  In 
such  cases  the  revolted  party  may  re- 
cede, and  will  always  do  so  with  ho- 
nour, sacrificing  nothing  bat  passions 
and  crimes — ^The  go\'ernment  against 
vhich  the  revolt  is  made  has  no  option 
but  to  maintain  the  contest,  or  aban- 
don its  (rust,  and  fly  from  its  duty. 

My  final  and  best  advice  is  to  reject 
the  fin  t  step  that  leads  from  the  beaten 
track  of  professional  demeanour,  as  if 
the  worst  extreme  of  ripened  and 
atrocious  guilt  were  proposed  at  once 
to  their  acceptancer—  The  widest 
stride  of  all  is  from  innocence  to  guilt. 
That  boundaryonce  passed,  -the  gra- 
dations of  crime  are  shorter  and  less 
sensible — He  who  withholds  his  voice 
from  early  clamour,  and  his  pen  from 
the  first  irregular  signature,  is  safe  and 
blameless  :  t)eyond  that  clearly  defined 
line,  all  is  perplexity  and  danger.-^ 
With  these  friendly  suggestioDs^prompt- 


ed  by  a.pure  solicttode  for  the  bonoor 
and  wel^uv  of  those  whom  I  address^ 
I  take  leave  even  of  admonition^  aod 
of  every  other  form  of  address  which 
can  imply  reproof;  and  purging  my 
mind  of  every  painful  recollection, 
embrace  the  happier  prospect,  which  is 
now  presented  to  our  view,  by  the  final 
termination  of  public  discord,  violence, 
and  trouble,  and  the  re-establishment, 
on  a  firm,  and  I  trust,  secure  and  per- 
manent basis,  of  tranquillity  and  order. 

MiNTO. 

Fori  Si,  George,  Sept.  25,  I8O9. 
General  orders  by  the  right  honourable 
the  govemor-generaL 

At  the  moment  when  the  sentinoenrs 
of  the  governor-general  respecting  the 
late  disorders  on  the  coast,  and  his  de- 
termination with  r^ard  to  the  officers 
of  the  army  of  Fort  St.  George,  who 
have  been  led  by  a  train  of  unhappj 
circumstances  to  place  themselves  in  a 
state  of  oppositiqn  to  the  local  govern- 
ment of  this  presidency,  are  announced 
to  the  public ;  it  becomes  the  special 
duty  of  the  governor-general  to  pub- 
lish his  highest  commendation  of  the 
exemplai7  conduct  of  the  officers  of 
his  majesty's  military  service,  and  of 
such  of  tlie  officers  of  the  servioe  of 
the  honourable  East  India  company^ 
who,  in  the  late  crisis  of  general  agi- 
tation, have  resisted  the  contagion  oi 
example,  and  adhering  to  the  obliga- 
tioiiS  of  public  virtue  and  professional 
duty,  have  manifested  their  zeal  and 
fidelity  in  the  cause  of  their  king  and 
their  country. 

The  governor-general  accordingly 
takes  this  opportunity  of  expressing  in 
general  orders  his  acknowledgments  to 
those  highly  meritorious  officers,  who, 
at  such  a  period  of  public  danger,  have 
stood  forth  to  support  the  dignity,  and 
vindicate  the  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment which  they  serve,  and  to  main- 
tain those  principles  of  constitutional 
order  and  military  subordination,  on 
which  the  existence  of  every  regubr 
and  civilized  government  must  depend. 

Although  the  governor-general  deep- 
ly laments  an  occasion,  on  which  the 
applause  of  distinguished  loyalty  aod 
fidelity  so  justly  bestowed  on  one  por« 
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tion  of  the  officers  of  a  British  army, 
is  unavoidably  contrasted  with  the  er- 
rors of  another,  yet  he  confidently  be- 
,  liev^  that  the  same  honourable  spirit 
of  patriotic  zeal,  which  has  hitherto 
tgen  inseparably  connected  with  the 
character  of  the  otficers  of  this  esta- 
blishment, continues  to  pervade  the 
minds  even  of  those  who  for  a  mo- 
ment, already  past,  had  ceased  to  obey 
its  dictates,  and  that  no  memory  or 
impression  of  this  unhappy  season  of 
delusion  and  disorder,  will  remain,  that 
should  impair  the  esteem,  or  disturb 
the  harmony  which  have,  in  all  former 
times^  united  ever}'  part  of  this  army. 

MlNTO. 

General  orders  by  the  right  honourable 
the  governor-general. 

From  the  first  establishment  of  the 
British  power  in  India,  the  zeal,  fide- 
lity, and  subordination  of  the  Native 
oncers  and  troops  belonging  to  the 
presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  have 
been  generally  and  eminently  displayed. 
•—On  occasions  of  public  danger  and 
of  foreign  war,  they  have  employed 
their  exeriions  with  distinguished  ho- 
nour and  success  in  the  S'.  rvice  of  that 
government  from  which  they  and  their 
families  derive  their  support,  and  to 
which  they  are  indebted  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  benefits  and  advantages  un- 
known to  the  ariuies  of  the  surround- 
ing states  of  India.  But  their  honour- 
able qualities  of  loyalty  and  gratitude 
have  never  been  more  conspicuously 
manifested  than  at  the  period  of  t!ie 
late  commotion  in  the  army  of  the 
coast ;  when,  exposed  to  the  severest 
trial,  their  innate  sense  of  honour  and 
cordial  attachment  to  the  government, 
has  led  them  to  withhold  their  con- 
currence in  the  execution  of  measures 
subversive  of  its  prosperity,  and  in- 
compatible with  the  principles  of  their 
professional  duly. 

The  governor-general,  therefore,  has 
the  satisf  iction  of  declaiing  to  the  Na- 
tive officers  and  men  of  the  coast  army, 
the  high  sense  which  he  entertains  of 
their  exemplary  conduct  on  the  late 
trying  occasions  ;  a  conduct  which  has 
so  amply  justified  th^  unbounded  con* 


fidence  of  government  in  the  loyalty 
and  attachment  of  its  Native  troops. 

Obedience  and  fidelity  to  the  go- 
vernment is  the  common  duty  both  of 
officers  and  soldiers  j  and  the  particu- 
lar duty  of  soldiers  is  to  yield  implicit 
submission  to  the  orders  of  their  offi- 
cers in.  every  case  in  which  diey  are 
not  forbidden  to  do  so  by  the  express 
prohibition  of  government. — The  go- 
vernor-general is,  therefore,  satisfied 
that  the  Native  troops  will  permanent- 
ly maintain  their  claim  to  the  applause 
and  approbation  ^\hich  it  is  the  object 
of  this  proclamation  to  bestow  upon 
them,  by  the  merit  of  their  accus- 
tomed subordination  and  attachment  to 
those  who  are  appointed  to  command 
Ihem. 

MiNTO. 

General  order  by  government. 

Fort  St.  George,  Sept.  30. — In 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  right 
honourable  the  governor-general  of  the 
25th  instant,  officers  commanding  di- 
visions, cantonments,  garrisons,  sta- 
tions and  corps,  are  directed  to  accept 
the  signature  of  officers  at  present  re- 
moved from  their  military  functions,  as 
well  as  those  whose  signatures  have 
not  been  published  in  general  orders  to 
the  annexed  declaration,  and  to  order 
such  as  do  so,  to  proceed  immediately 
to  ypm  their  respective  corps,  trans- 
mitting lists  of  them  to  the  adjutant- 
general's  office. 

The  signatures  of  officers  at  the  pre- 
sidency, and  Pulicar,  will  be  received  at 
the  adjutant-geneva!  8  office,  for  which 
purpose  those  at  the  latter  station 'have 
permission  to  proceed  to  Madras,  and 
those  at  Sadras  will  repair  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  centre  division  for  iho 
same  purpose. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  any  officer 
who  shall  omit  to  otFer  his  signature 
to  the  declaration  until  the  1st  day  of 
November,  t8O0,  wifl  be  considered  as 
having  declined  xiq  sign  it,- and  will  be 
reported  to  government  accordingly. 
COPY  OF  DECLARATION. 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  t|e 
honourable  company's  service,  do,  ia 
the   most   solemn    maimer,  dedat 
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upon  oar  word  and  honour,  as  British 
officers,  that  we  will  obey  the  orders, 
and  support  the  authority  of  the  honour- 
able the  governor  in  council  of  Fort 
St.  George,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of 
the  commissions  which  we  hold  from 
that  government. 

Madras 
Occurrences  for  October. 

G.  O.  By  the  right  honourable  the  go* 
verncT' general. 

October  4.*-The  governor-general, 
having  attentively  perused  the  proceed^ 
ings  of  a  court  martial,  assembled  by 
the  orders  of  major-general  Gowdie, 
for  the  trial  of  lieutenants  M'Cormick 
and  Rowley,  has  judged  it  expedient 
that  the  crimes  and  sentences  should  be 
published  to  the  army.  The  sense 
entertained  by  that  honourable  tribunal 
of  the  nature  and  degree  of  crimina- 
lity attached  to  the  ofltsnce,  of  which 
those  two  officers  have  been  pro- 
nounced guilty,  wil]  be  sufficiently 
evinced  by  those  documents. 

It  has  become  necessary  to  deter* 
m'me  whether  these  sentences  should 
be  carried  into  effect,  or  whether  the 
amnesty  which,  with  some  specified 
exceptions^  has  terminated  the  disor- 
der of  the  late  unhappy  period,  is  to  be 
considered  as  embracing  also  the  cases 
of  these  two  officers. 

In  deliberating  on  this  question  the 
governor-general  has  ob9er\*ed|  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  were 
closed,  and  the  sentences  pronounced, 
some  time  before  the  amnesty  was 
published.  He  was  not  appriz^  that 
any  proceedings  of  that  description 
were  either  in  progress,  or  actually 
concluded.  The  case  was  not  in  his 
contemplation  when  his  general  order 
was  issued,  and  he  should  not,  there- 
fore, in  strictness,  consider  his  judg- 
ment as  pledged  by  that  order  on  a 
question  which  he  had  no  opportunity 
of  considering. 

The  governor-general  has,  ncA-erthe- 

less,  reflected,  that  the  comprehensive 

terms  in  which   the  amnesty  has  been 

Vnr/v«iaiifi«d.  and  esDOcially  the  broad 


which  characterize  the  whole  nqeasare, 
may  appear  to  many  sufficiently  large 
to  afford  an  interpretation  favorable 
to  these  individuals,  even  under  tbe 
circumstances  adverted  to.  Averse, 
therefore,  as  he  must  always  be,  to 
bring  even  into  question  the  faiihfol 
performance  of  a  solemn  promise,  be 
has  chosen  rather  to  extend  the  general 
indemnity  a  little  beyond  its  contem- 
plated objects,  and  to  incur  the  partial 
inconvenience  of  adding  to  the  general 
itiass  of  pardon,  the  iitipunity  of 
these  two  offences  against  discipline, 
than  Jo  hazard  the  slightest  deviation, 
either  in  letter  or  spirit,  from  the  obli- 
gations of  public  faith. 

Under  these  considerations,  he  bat 
requested  major-general  Gowdie  to  re- 
mit the  sentences,  and  restore  tbe 
officers  to  the  service,  under  a  single 
condition,  and  the  indispensable  neces- 
sity of  which,  both  for  public  and  private 
atonement,  requires  no  argument.— 
The  condition  is,  that  an  ample  and  dis- 
tinct apology  shall  be  made  to  captahi 
Campbell,  their  commanding  officer, 
for  the  contempt  of  his  authority,  and 
insult  to  his  person,  of  which  tbej 
stand  convicted. 

It  would  not  be  the  wish  of  tbe 
governor-general  to  burthen  an  act  ot 
grace  with  any   reflections  that  might 
either  wound  or  humiliate  the  objects 
of  it }    but  waving  all   retrospective 
reprpof,  as  applicable  to  this,  or  any 
other  anteeedent  case,  he  should  tbink 
he  neglected  the  future  interests  of  the 
public  and   the  army,  if   he  omiifed 
this  occasion  of  bringing  sirongl}'  to 
the  notice    and     recollection  of  ii»e 
officers  of  this  establishment,  tbe  cul- 
pable nature  and   mischievous  con^- 
quences  of  the  practice  which  was  tfc« 
subject  of  the  trials  now  under  consi- 
deration ;    that   is  to  say,    concerted 
insult  to   those  who  have  either  uni- 
formly done  well, or  who,  having  fallen, 
by  the  force  of  general  example,  info 
the   prevailing  disorders,    ha\c  with- 
drawn themselves  from  former  errors, 
and  returned  to  a  faithful  discharge  of 
public  duly.  Such  combinations  against 
individuals,    of  yvhich  examples  have 
not  been  wanting  in  the  late  troubles, 
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much  more  crimioal  character  in  that 
state  of  things  which  hat  arisen  out  of 
the  submission  of  the  army  followed 
by  the  amnesty  announced  by  the  ge- 
neral order  of  the  25th  September. 

The  governor-general  trusts  that 
every  disposition  to  this  serious  offence 
has  been  extinguished  bv  these  events^ 
but  as  it  afibrc^  the  only  means  that 
now  remain,  either  for  nursing  the 
seeds  of  military  disorder,  or  for  pro- 
longing the  discord  of  the  army,  tome 
ei( position  of  its  dangerous  and  malig- 
nant tendency  appears  peculiarly  sea- 
sonable. 

To  make  a  return  to  duty  the  subject 
of  concerted  affront  and  indignity,  is 
in  the  first  place  a  great  breach  of  dis- 
cipline. It  requires  a  very  clear  cause 
to  render  such  measures  of  personal 
enmity  to  individuals  tolerated  iu  any 
circumstances.  No  one  can  be  igno- 
rant of  the  displeasure  uniformly  ma- 
nifested, and  of  the  punishment 
invariably  inflicted,  in  every  case  of 
snch  offences  against  discipline, 
by  the  supreme  military  authority  of 
the  sovereign  himself;  let  any  one 
imagine,  therefore,  what  judgment 
would  be  formed  oti  a  complaint  for 
such  an  injury,  the  excuse  alleged  for 
which  should  be,  that  the  party  against 
whom  it  was  levelled,  bad  withdrawn 
himself  from  a  conspiracy  against  his 
majesty  ;  or  in  a  case  arising  in  India^ 
that  he  bad  renounced  a  further  parti- 
cipation in  revolt  against  the  company*s 
government. 

In  the  next  place,  the  continuance  of 
i  ch  practices  extinguishes  all  hope  of 
cordial  and  general  reconciliation,  by 
which  alone  the  traces  of  past  calamity 
can  be  obliterated,  and  the  individual 
comfort  and  happiness  of  the  officers 
can  be  restored. 

But  last  and  chiefly  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  oflTences,  which  ?re  the 
subject  of  these  loniarks,  are  in  total 
contradiction  witli  every  profession  of  a 
return  to  duty.  Tiiey  demonstrate  the 
still-subsisting  spirit  of  military  combi- 
nation, which  is  in  itself  a  deep- and 
dangerous  offence.  The  combination 
in  this  case  would  be^  to  stigmatize,  by 
generd  and  concerted  measures,  those 


who  relinquish  criminal,  aiid,  therefore, 
invalid  engagements,  in  order  to  fulfll 
the  first  indefeasible  obligations  of  pro- 
fessional duty. 

It  must  be  recollected  also,  that 
those  who  persist  in  such  practices  for- 
feit every  title  both  to  confidence  and 
clementy.  Clemency,  on  the  late  oc- 
casion, has  been  founded  on  the  hope, 
that  the  return  of  those,  who  should 
accept  pardon,  to  the  paths  of  fidelity 
and  duty,  would  be  sincere,  and  that 
every  pledge  and  every  combination 
that  has  the  slightest  reference  to  thcx 
late  lamented  period  should  be  dissolv- 
ed and  abjured  for  ever.  To  continue, 
therefore,  or  to  renew,  simUar  combi- 
nations, in  the  very  moment  of  accept- 
ing indemnity  from  the  penalties  of  past 
transactions,  must  be  felt  to  be  a  viola- 
tion of  public  faith  and  personal  honor, 
enhanced  by  the  aggravation  of  the 
deepest  ingratitude. 

To  sincere  and  cordial  reconciliation, 
which  authority  alone  cannot  enforce, 
the  army  can  only  be  invited  and  ex- 
horted by  every  consideration  which 
should  influence  their  sounder  reason, 
and  their  better  feelings.  But  to  re- 
press every  open  attempt  to  obstruct 
the  return  of  public  harmony  by  putting 
indignity  upon  individuals,  who  have 
the  merit  of  an  early  retreat  from  error, 
is  a  fit  and  indispensable  object  both  of 
the  vigilance  and  power  of  govern- 
ment. 

Under  these  impressions,  the  gover- 
nor-general has  thought  it  a  point  of 
candour  to  apprize,  thus  early,  every 
ill-advised  individual  who  might  fall 
inconsiderately  into  that  snare,  that  no 
future  example  of  this  offence  can  be 
exempted  from  punishment,  aitd  that 
every  officer  accused  of  it  shall  be 
brought  to  trial  before  a  court  martial, 
or  if  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case  should  render  it  more  advisable, 
the  charge  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
investigation  of  a  military  court  of  en- 
quiry, and  if  established  by  the  pioceed- 
ings  of  the  latter  tribunal,  the  officer 
so  offending  must  be  suspended  from 
the  service,  subject  to  the  judgment  of 
the  honourable  the  court  of  directors. 

MiNTO. 
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SENTENCE. 

The  court  having  matarely  examined 
the  evidence  in  support  of  the  prosecu- 
tion, as  well  as  what  ihe  prisoner. 
Lieutenant  James  M'Cormick,  has  ur- 
ged in  his  defence,  is  of  opinion  that 
he  is  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  {lis 
charge,  viz. 

For  unofficerllke.  and  highly  disre- 
spectful conduct,  such  as  is  totally  sub- 
versive of  military  suoordinaiion  to- 
wards me,  while  m  immediate  charge 
of  the  corps,  in  the  following  in- 
stance, viz 

For  coming  to  my  quarters,  accompa- 
nied by  lieutenant  Rowley,  and  mak- 
ing uie  of  the  following  expressions, 
viz. 

"  That  h3  and  lieutenant  Rowley 
were  deputed  by  the  officers  of  the  ^d 
batt'ilion,  gih  ngt  N.  I  to  inform  me 
that  they  c(>::sidcred  my  conduct  to  be 
infamou-*,  and  that  I  was  a  disgrace  to 
the  cloth  I  wear."  Which  being  in 
breach  of  the  articles  of  war,  the  court 
does  ibcrefoie  sentence  the  prisoner. 
Lieutenant  James  M'Connic^  to  be 
cashiered. 

SENTENCE. 

The  court  having  maturely  examined 
the  evidence  in  support  of  the  pro3ecu- 
tion,  as  well  as  what  the  prisoner 
iietilenant  Rowley  has  urged  in  its  de- 
fence, is  of  opinion  that  he  is  guilty  of 
the  ctirae  laid  to  his  charge,  viz. 
;  For  unotficerlike  and  disrespectful 
conduct,  snch  as  is  subversive  of  mili- 
tary discipline  towards  me,  when  in  the 
immediate  charge  of  the  corps  in  the 
following  instance. 

*'  Forcomipg  to  my  quarters  on  the 
20! h  August  last,  in  company  with 
lieutenant  M'Cormick,  when  that  offi- 
cer made  us*»  of  the  following  expres- 
.sions  to  me,  viz, 

"  That  he,  lieutenant  M'Cormick, 
was  depuied,  along  with  '  lieutenant 
Rowley,  to  arquaint  me,  that  the  offi- 
cers 6f  the  2a  battalion,  gth  regiment, 
N.  I.  consicK^red  my  conduct  to  be  in- 
famous, and  that  I  was  a  disgrace  to  the 
cloth  I  wear/'  Which  being  in  breach 
of  the  articles  of  war,  the  court  doe^ 
therefore  sentence  him,  lieutenant  Row- 
ey  to  be  suspended  from  rank  and  pay 


for  the  space  of  twelve  calendar  months 
from  this  date. 

General  orders  by  major  general 

Gowdie. 
All  officers,  both  of  his  majesty't 
and  the  honourable  con)pany*i.  service, 
who  have  been  appointed  shice  the  20;  U 
of  July  last  to  do  duty  with  corp>8  of 
cavaliy,  artillery,  and  infantry,  are  to 
return  to  the  corps  to  which  they  re- 
suftt  Mvely  l>elong,  on  being  relieved  hf 
its  own  officers  who  have  signed  ihie 
declaration.  Major  General  Gowdie 
takes  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
to  those  officers,  the  high  sense  he  en- 
tertains of  the  advinta^es  that  have  re- 
sulted to  the  public  service  from  their 
united  and  individual  zeal,  which  givcf 
them  the  strongest  claim  to  his  warm- 
est applause  and  acknowledgments. 

Maduas 
Occurrences  for  November, 

November  15th. — In  consideration  of 
the  inadequacy  of  the  allowance  grant- 
ed to  officers  in  command  of  divisions  • 
of  the  army  under  the  rank  of  general 
officers  to  enable  them  to  provide  and 
carry  tlie  camp  equipage  requisite  in 
their  situations — the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council  is  pkased  to  direct, 
that  officers  in  command  of  divisions 
of  the  army  and  the  Hydrabad  Subsi- 
diary force,  not  bemg  general  officen 
on  the  staff,  shall  in  lieu  of  thfe  regi- 
mental tent  allowance,  now  granted  to 
them,  be  permitted  to  draw  3-4ths  of 
the  allowance  granted  to  general  officen 
on  the  staff  by  the  regulation  of  1796, 
for  camp  equipage  and  travelling 
charges,  while  in  garrison  and  while  in 
the  field,  accordingly  as  they  may  be 
situated. 

In  consequence  of  the  additional 
allowance  now  granted  to  officers  com- 
manding divisions  of  the  army  not  be- 
ing genferals  on  the  staff,  they  are  not  to 
be  considered  as  having  any  claim  to 
public  quarters  at  the  stations  where 
they  may  occasionally  reside  witbia 
their  divisions. 

November  ?5th.— An  army,consi8ting 
of  one  regimeot  of  European  cavalry, 
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five  regimeots  of  Native  eavahy,  one 
legimeot  of  European  iDfaotry,  and 
aevenbetta]ions  of  Madras  Native  Id^- 
txy,  with  a  proportion  of  guns^  have 
assembled  at  Jaoina.  Colonel  Close, 
who  has  been  in  command  of  the  Sub* 
aidiary  force  at  Hydrabad  since  the 
beginning  of  Sept.  was  to  leave  that 
station  early  in  the  present  month,  in 
order  to  take  command  of  the  army 
aaaembled  at  Jaulna,  which  is  intended 
to  acty  should  circumstances  render  it 
necessary^  against  Ameer  Cawn,  a 
turbulent  chiefs  who  has  lately  shewn 
an  inclination  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
the  peninsula.  He  threatens  to  over* 
turn  the  -government  of  Nagpore,  in 
obedience,  as  he  sometimes  professes, 
to  the  orders  of  Holkar  -,  but  at  other 
tiuaes  he  gives  out  that  his  designs 
against  the  Nagpore  government  are 
undertaken  with  a  determination  to 
place  himself  on  the  musnud,  in  fiil- 
^ment  of  a  late  prophecy,  which  hat 
announced  the  rule  of  Empire  as  his 
destiny. 

By  the  latest  accounts.  Ameer  Ca  wn 
bad  crossed  theNerbuddab;  his  force  is 
reported  to  consist  of  ]  0,000  infantry, 
25,000  cavalry  of  all  descriptions,  and 
30  guns,  16  of  which  are  galloppers. 

An  efficient  and  welUappointed  army 
is  now  assembling  hi  Bundlecund, 
which  is  understood  to  have  the  same 
objcQt  with  that  which  is  already  form- 
ed at^  Jaulna.  An  army  is  also  col- 
lecting at  a  point,  in  the  west  of  India, 
favourable  to  a  co-operation  with  the 
armies  in  the  Deckan  and  Bundlecund  -, 
so  that  unless  the  ambitious  chieftain 
above-mentioned,  secures  an  amnesty 
by  a  speedy  retraction  of  his  views,  he 
is  likely  to  incur  the  just  punishment 
of  his  temerity  and  injastice. 

The  force  assembling  in  Bundlecund 
will  consist  of  one  regiment  (the  63d,) 
of  European  infantry,  three  regiments 
of  Native  cjvalry,  and  six  battalions  of 
Native  inlaiury. 

Henry  Russel,  Esq.  of  the  Bengal 
civil  establishment,  is  appoiqted  acting 
resident  at  the  court  of  Poonah,  during 
the  absence  T>f  colonel  Close. 


Madras  , 
Occurrences  for  December. 

Dec.  10.  The  officer  commanding  the 
army  is  sorry  ro  notice  the  number  of 
officers,  "absent  from  their  corps/*  and 
.  "on  their  way  tojoin,"  whose  first  duty  it 
was  to  repair  direct  to  the  head-quarters 
of  their  respective  corps,  without  a 
moment's  unneceseary  delay.  He 
therefore  directs  all  officers  to  join  their 
corps  forthwith,  who  have  not  obtained 
special  leave  from  head-quarters,  or  are 
detained  after  the  publication  of  this 
order  by  certified  ill-health,  and  that 
all  officers  not  employed  *'  on  staff 
duty,**  or  "  command,**  who  may  be 
otherwise  absent  the  Ist  of  January, 
1810,  be  reported  '*  absent  without 
leave.*' 

The  officer  commanding  the  army 
takes  this  opportunity  of  explaining  to 
the  officers  of  the  army,  that  upon  all 
occasions  of  removal  from  one  corps  to 
another,  or  on  being  exonerated  from 
any  duty  or  charge,  they  'ire  required 
to  join  their  corps  immediately,  by  the 
most  direct  route,  and  that  it  i^  their 
duty  to  report  their  departure  for  that 
purpose  to  the  head-quarters  of  their 
corps,  that  the  most  accurate  infor- 
mation ma)  be  possessed  relative  to  the 
absence  of  officers,  the  authority  under 
which  they  are  absent,  and  the  pro-  , 
bable  time  of  their  joining. 

It  is  also  directed  that  officers  shall 
not  visit  the  presidency,  but  with  spe- 
cial leave  from  head-quarters,  unless  it 
be  the  most  direct  route  to  their  station 
or  corps,  in  which  caf^e  they  are  not 
to  remain  longer  than  three  days  with- 
out express  permission  to  do  so  from 
head-quarters. 

The  general  orders  of  the  8th  March, 
1808,  not  having  been  sufficiently 
attended  to  in  all  instances,  it  is  direct- 
ed, that  officers  conform  to  that  regu- 
lation, and  no  cause  will  be  adraittedlin 
excuse  for  personal  attendance,  but 
that  of  ill  health,  in  which  case  it  is 
expected  that  a  personal  report  be  made 
at  the  adjutant-general's  office  at  the 
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presidency,  or  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer or  an  out-station,  as  soon  as  they 
are  permitted  by  the  medical  officer 
attending  them  to  leave  their  quar- 
ters. 

All  applications  for  leave  of  absence 
are  to  specify  the  date  to  which  leave 
is  solicited  ;  and  the  general  order  of 
the  l^th  March,  regarding  "  applica- 
tions for  a  renewal  of  leave/*  must  be 
pointedly  attended  to.  Officers  in 
'  command  of  divisions,  stations,  and 
corps  of  the  army,  are  directed  to  re- 
turn officers  *'  absent  without  leave," 
who  fail  to  jom  on  the  day  their  leave 
expires. 

Dec.  17.— Intelligence  has  been  re- 
ceived ot  the  capture  of  the  honour- 
able company's  ships,  Charlton,  captain 
Morlotk,  and  United  Kingdom,  cap- 
tain D'Ksterre,  on  Sunday,  the  19th 
ultimo,  at  1  o'clock,  A  M.  lat.6*  30 
N.  loiig  91"  50  R.  by  two  French  iia- 
tional  frigates.  La  Manche  and  La 
Venus,  and  a  strong  corvette,  carrying 
sixteen  heavy  guns,  after  a  well-con- 
tested action,  which  was  three  times 
renewed. 

Apprehensions  are  also  entertained 
for  the  H.  C.  ship,  Windham,  captain 
Stewart,  the  frigate  La  Venus  having 
been  left  in  chase  of  her. 

An  express  received  from  Vizaga- 
patam  on  Thursday  morning  an- 
nounced the  arrival  of  a  brig  cartel, 
(the  Creole)  having  on  board  the  pas- 
sengers and  crews  of  the  captured 
ships. 

The  cartel  had  been  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  Penang,  but  not  being  able 
'  to  make  that  port,  on  account  of  con- 
trary winds,  and  being  much  distress- 
ed for  provisions  and  water,  after 
beating  to  windward  for  five  days,  was 
obliged  to  bear  up  for  Vizagapatam. 

The  following  particulars  have  been 
received  by  this  opportunity ;  On  the 
18th  of  last  month,  it  appears  that  as 
the  H.  C.  shipji,  Windham,  Charlton, 
and  United  Kingdom,  were  proceeding 
direct  on  their  voyage  to  Bengal,  they 
espied,  early  in  the  morning,  three 
sail,  in  lat.  5  north  and  long.  92  £ast, 
which  soon  proved  to  be  two  large 
frepch  frigates,  (La  Manche  and  La 


Venus  of  44  guns  each)  and  a  corvette, 

of  16  guns.  About  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning  a  fire  commenced  between 
the  three  Indiamen,  and  one  of  the 
frigates,  (the  brunt  of  the  action  was 
however  principally  sustained  by  tbo 
Windham  as  the  headmost  ship)  and, 
after  an  engagement  of  at>out  half  an 
hour,  the  enemy  sheered  otf.  About 
two  o^'lock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Windham,  having  gone  ahead  with 
every  sail  set  which  it  was  possible  to 
carry,  the  frigate  renewed  the  action 
with  the  Charlton  and  United  King- 
dom, who,  having  defended  themselves 
in  the  most  brave  manner,  beat  her  off 
a  second  time,  and  compelled  her  to 
seek  the  assistance  of  her  consort,  who 
was  astern.  About  12  at  night  both 
frigates  came  up  with  tlie  Charlton 
and  United  Kingdom,  when  a  smart 
action  immediately  commenced  -,  but 
the  force  of  the  enemy  being  so  greatly 
superior,  and  all  further  resistance 
being  useless,  the  £uglish  colours 
were  hauled  down,  and  the  enemy 
took  possession  of  the  two  above-men- 
tioned ships. 

The  Windham,  having  made  all  pos- 
sible sail  after  the  fir<>t  action,  (in 
which  it  is  supposed  she  sufl^red  both 
in  loss  of  men  and  riggfng)  it  is  to  be 
hoped  ere  this  is  safe  in  seme  British 
port.  Some  days  after  the.  capture,  it 
was  determined  by  the  French  com- 
mander to  send  the  two  ships*  crews, 
and  passengers,  on  board  the  corvette, 
and  they  have  at  length  arrived  at  Viaa- 
gapatnm,  in  a  very  distressed  cooditioo. 
Among  the  passengers  are  ten  ladies, 
who  must  have  suffered  very  conside«> 

rably.  

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  geHtUmoM 
on  board  the  United  Kingdom. 

At  daylight,  on  the  18ib,  three 
strange  sail  were  seen  on  our  lee  beam, 
bearing  E.  S.  E.— the  United  Kingdom 
hailed  the  commodore,  and  informed 
him  of  it,  who,  shortly  after,  asked  bj 
telegraph,  if  we  should  cha8e--ao- 
swered  in  the  afiBrmative— as  did  alao 
the  Charlton. 

We  had,  a  few  days  before,  spoken 
with  H.  M.  ship.  Rattlesnake,  captain 
Bremer,  who,  as  well  as  the  honourable 
captain  Pakenham^  advised  us,  in  t)iQ 
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ev«nt  oi  Ming  in  which  those  ships  to 
chase,  and  pot  on  the  best  appearance, 
bat,  besides  this,  there  was  very  little 
wind,  and  no  apparent  possibility  ci 
eicaping  from  the  ships  if  they  «hoald 
prove  to  be  an  enemy ; — under  these 
circumstance  we  bote  up,  having  light, 
Tariable  winds. 

A  tew  minutes  before  ten,  one  of 
the  frigates  being  much  nearer  to  our 
squadron  than  the  other,  and  the 
corvette,  engaged  the  Windham,  the 
headmost  ship.  We  continued  under 
all  sail  until  close  to  her.  when  we  wore 
rcuud  under  her  stern,  and  being  able 
to  bring  all  our  guns  to  bear,  com- 
menced as  heavy  a  firing  as  possible. 
The  Charlton  commenced  firing  a  few 
minutes  before  us,  but  most  of  her 
shot  must  have  fallen  short  from  the 
distance  tJiat  she  was  from  the  enemy, 
and  the  light,  variable  winds,  which 
did  not  admit  of  her  getting  nearer. 
At  11,  A.  M.  the  French  frigate  bore 
up  to  join  her  consort  to  leeward,  bear- 
ing a  commodore's  pendant.  In  this 
action  the  Windham  was  the  ship  most- 
ly engaged  : — signal  from  the  senior 
to  come  within  hail,  and  shortly  after 
to  haul  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack. 
Windham  set  sky  sails,  and  every  sail 
that  a  ship  could  possibly  set.  At  a 
Uttle  after  one,  we  went  to  quarters 
again,  the  same  frigate  nearing  us 
very  fast  under  our  lee,  the  Charlton 
ahead  a  very  short  distance,  the  com- 
modore a  considerable  distance  ahead 
and  evidently  making  off.  At  a  quar- 
ter before  2  PM.  the  signal  was  made 
to  the  commodore  for  him  to  shorten 
sail  and  join  the  ship  in  the  rear— the 
signal  was  answered,  but  no  attention 
paid  to  it.  At  half  past  three,  the 
signal  was  repeated,  but  to  no  purpose  $ 
the  frigate  was  now  abreast  of  the 
Vnited  Kingdom,  the  Charlton  still  con- 
tinuing the  same  distance  ahead;  we 
did  noc  fire  at  tlicr  Irigiite  till  the  last 
moment,  although  within  gun  shot, 
under  the  idea  that  the  Windham  would 
beat  op  to  our  assistance }  the  frigate, 
and  her  consort,  being  about  a  mile 
and  half  astern,  and  the  corvette  at 
least  five  miles.  At  a  quarter  before 
Ibor,  P.  M.  the  Charlton  made  the 
iigna)  to  the  commodore  to  bear  up. 


and  engage  the  enemy's  van ;  the  signal 
was  answered,  but  unattended  to; 
the  Windham  continuing  nnder  all 
sail. — At  four  P.  M.  we  commenced 
firing  again,  the  Charhon  being  ahead, 
immediately  bore  up,  to  britig  her 
whole  broadside  to  bear,  and  com* 
menced  action  also;  we  continued 
as  heavy  a  fire  as  possible,  until  thirty 
five  minutes  past  four;  the  frigate 
then  bore  up,  giving  us  the  whole  of 
her  broadside.  The  Charl0Dn  in  pas- 
sing, now  cheered  us,  which  we  return- 
ed. At  ten  minutes  before  five  the 
enemy's  frigates  were  within  liail  of 
enchother;  shortly  after  boats  were 
seen  passing  and  repassing ;  the 
Charlton  made  the  signal  to  the  com- 
modore to  shorten  sailj  the  signal  was 
aniweted,  but  witliout  complyitig  with 
it.  We  were  now  employed  filling 
cartridges,  and  used  every  exertion  to 
prepare  for  the  third  action. 

At  11  P.  M.  the  Windham  N.  W. 
by  N.  distance  dv^:  or  six  miles,  set 
all  sail  upon  the  starboard  tack.  Both 
of  the  frigates  nearing  the  United 
Kingdom  very  fast,  captain  Mortlock 
sent  an  officer  on  board  to  consult 
as  to  the  best  means  for  further  pro- 
ceedings ;  the  Charlton  keeping 
astern  a  shot  distance,  that  we  might 
make  the  best  defence  jxxssible,  both 
on  a  wind,  on  the  starboard  tack.  At 
a  quarter  past  midnight,  the  La 
Manche  and  La  Venus,  being  within 
about  half  gunshot,  commenced  a 
heavy  fire  on  the  Charlton,  who  was 
astern  about  two- thirds  of  a  cable's 
length ;  but  we,  beii.g  on  a  wind, 
were  unable  to  bring  guns  to  bear. 
The  Charlton  nobly  returned  the  ene- 
my's fire,  which  she  maintained,  with 
the  greatest  spirit,  until  about  twenty 
minutes  before  one,  A.  M.  Sunday,. 
the  lyth  November,  when  she  was 
under  the  painful  necessity  of  striking. 
The  frigates  then  passed  the  Charlton, 
and  engaged  the  United  Kingdom, 
both  at  once,  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  had  engaged  the  Charlton.  We 
continued  the  action,  with  the  great- 
est spirit,  until  ten  minutes  past  one, 
when,  not  being  able  to  disable  the 
enemy,  and  the  masts,  sails,  and  the 
rigging*    beie|,j|;j^|^^^[jnjured. 
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with  sereral  thotd  in  the  hull,  and  two 
of  the  guns  rendered  useless,  and  there 
being  no  chance  of  escaping,  or  op- 
posing, with  success,  a  force  so  very 
superior,  we  were  under  the  necessity 
of  striking.  The  La  Venus  then  went 
in  chase  of  the  Windham  ;  lieutenant 
Tocker,  with  captain  D'Esterre,  and 
officers,  being  sent  on  board  the 
La  Manche. 

When  every  thing  ih  taken  into  con- 
sideration, the  vast  superiority  of  the 
enemy's  force,  artd  the  noble  exertions 
made,  the  defence  is  highly  credible 
to  the  captains,  officers,  and  ships* 
companies,  as  well  as  to  the  passengers, 
cadets,  and  soldiers,  on  board  of  both 
tbips,  all  of  whom  evinced  the  utmost 
gallantry. 

Had  the  enemy  attempted  to  board 
either  of  the  Indiamen,  I  am  con- 
vinced thfe  event  would  have  l)een  glo- 
rious to  us. 

Vixgapattttn,  Dec.  7,  I8O9. 

ENGLISH  FORCR. 

Charlton— 26  eighteens,  ship's  com- 
pany 109,-~lascars  27,  soldiers  75. 
Killed,  James  M*Gahy,  private,  ^ih 
regiment.  Wounded,  Robert  Sunman, 
ordinary  seaman,  severely.  One  gun 
Tendered  unserviceable. 

United  Kingdom— Ship's  company 
108, — Lascars  18,  soldiers  50,  carrying 
32  guns,  12-pounders.  Killed,  W. 
Holmes,  seaman,  and  one  lascar. 
Wounded,  four  seamen,  (one  since 
dead)  one  lascar. 

FRENCH  FORCE, 

La  Venus — 28  long  eighteen  pound- 
ers, 10  ditto  nines,  eight  thifty-six 
pound  carronades,  46  guns,  and  25 
swivels,  380  men;  commanded  by 
Mons.  Hamelin,  capitaine  de  vaisseau 
et  officier  de  la  legion  d'honeur. 
■  La  Manche — The  same  number  of 
pjuns  and  men,  commanded  by  Mons. 
Donaldeguy,  capitaine  de  vaisseau  et 
membre  de  la  legion  d'honeur. 


A  list  of  officers  and  passengers,  ar^^ 
rived  on  board  the  Creole,  French 
corvette,  who  were  taken  prisoners  in 
the  honourable  compomy's  ships, 
Charlton  and  United  Kingdom,  on 
Sunday,  November  19,  I8O9. 

Captain  Mortlock,  commander  of 
the  Charlton;  mates, Mr.  Sennet,  Mr. 
Martyr,  Mr.  Furlong,  Mr.  Hyter; 
midshipmen,  Mr.  Webb,  Mr.  Swin- 
ton,  Mr.  Forrester,  Mr.  Broker  5  pur- 
ser, Mr.  Fecon ;  captain's  clerk,  Mr. 
Knox ;  surgeon,  Mr.  Salkeld  ;  assist- 
ant ditto,  Mr.  Stokes.  Mr.  Benford, 
chief  mate,  and  Mr.  Brocker,  midship- 
man, were  detained  on  board. 

Captain  D'Esterre,  late  command' 
ing  the  United  Kingdom  5  mates,  Mr. 
Burne,  Mr.  Aikman,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr. 
Randall,  Mr.  M'Lardie;  midshipmen, 
Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Murphy,  Mr.  Dow- 
ton.  Mr.  Redout,  Mr.  Mallet,  pur- 
ser, Mr.  Russell,  assistant  ditto.  Mr. 
Blanche,^  chief  mate,  and  Mr.  Ward, 
'midshipman,  were  detained. 

Passengers  per  Charlton  —  Mrs. 
Green,  Mrs.  Caldwell,  Mrs.  Muston, 
Miss  Muston,  Miss  S.  Muston,  Miss 
Carter,  Miss  Denton,  Miss  Brietzcke, 
and  an  attendant  on  Mrs.  Green. 
Major  Caldwell,  of  the  company's  ar- 
tillery; ditto  Kinlock,  of  H.  M.  6;ih 
reginynt;  lieutenant  Tucker,  of  H. 
M.  24th  dragoons;  ensign  Baxter,  H. 
M.  12th  regiment;  ditto  Stack.  H.  M. 
14th  ditto;  ditto  Gillman,  H.  M.  ditto; 
Mr.  Muston;  Mr.  Smart,  assistant 
surgeon,  H.  C.  service;  Mr.  Kage, 
Mr.  Marriott,  Mr.  Newcomen,  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Swinton,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr. 
Gordon,  and  Mr.  Crawford,  cadets. 

Passengers  per  United  Kingdom — 
Miss  Long,  and  Mr.  Doveton,  cadet ; 
12th  regiment,  3  privates,  2  women, 
and  two  children  ;  69th  regiment,  3 
Serjeants,  3  corporals,  9  privates^  4 
women,  and  2  children. 
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January  6.  —  Government  has 
learned,  with  concern,  the  death,  on  the 
29th  of  November,  at  Bussora,  of  Mr. 
Charles  Coore,  a  civil  servant  on  the 
establishment,  and  Persian  and  Latin 
translator  to  his  Majesty's  legation  to 
the  coart  of  Persia. 
.  Th3  talents  and  character  of  Mr. 
Coore,  gave  the  promise  of  future  ex- 
cellence, and  b/  his  untimely  death  the 
public  IS  deprived  of  the  labours  of  a 
meritorioui  servant ;  and  the  service 
bfls  lost  a  member,  who  promised  to 
become  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments. 
G.  C.  Osborne, 
Sec.  to  govt. 

January  ig — Ist.  The  honovirable 
the  governor  in  council  is  pleased  to 
permit  lieutenant-colonel  Alexander 
Walker,  of  the  Ist  regiment  of  Native- 
infantry,  to  proceed  to  England,  accord- 
ing to  the  existing  regulations 5  with 
the  option  of  retui'ning  to  or  retiring 
from  the  service,  at  the  expiration  of 
his  furlough. 

2d.  In  thus  announcing  the  departure 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Walker,  the 
governor  in  council  discharges  one  of 
the  most  gratifying  obligations  of  his 
public  duty,  in  recording,  in  concur- 
rence with  the  sentiments  of  the  com-/ 
manding -officer  of  the  loices,  his  unre- 
served testimony  to  the  distinguished 
merits  of  an  officer,  whose  progress 
throughout  the  service  has  uniformly 
reflected  the  highest  credit  on  the  pro- 
fession of  which  he  has  proved  himself 
so  respectable  a  member. 

3d.  The  character  of  litfutenant- 
colotiel  Walker  first  attracted  the 
notice  of  this  government  in  the  con- 
fidential situation  which  he  held  of 
secretary  to  lieutenant  general  Stuart, 
a%  commandor-in-chief  of  the  forces 
ander  this  presidency;  who  having 
moreover  appointed  him  to  the  otfice 
of  deputy-quarter-master  general  in 
January,  1799*  ^^^  lieutenant-colonel 
•ubseqaently  aococDpanied  that  experi- 


enced officer  in  charge  of  the  arduous 
diities  of  quarter-master-general  to  tlie 
Bombay  army,  that  c6-operated  in  the 
reduction  of  the  fortress  of  Seringapa- 
tarn  in  the  memorable  campaign  of 
that  year. 

4th.  I'he  selection  of  the  lieufenant- 
colonel  to  fill  eventually  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  assistant  to  the  auditor- 
general  having  been  communicated  to 
the  honourable  the  court  of  directors, 
they  were  pleased  to  diret,  in  the  year 
1801,  that  he  should  succeed  to  the 
responsible  situation  of  auditor-general 
at  this  presidency,  oti  the  occurrence 
of  any  vacancy  in  the  department. 
The  several  occasions,  however,  which 
the  administration  of  this  presidency 
has  had  to  avail  itself  of  the  experienced 
talents  and  acquirements  of  that  officer, 
having  intercepted  his  succession  to 
the  principal  charge  of  either  of  the 
two  above-mentioned  offices  in  the 
immediate  line  of  his  profession,  ia 
view  to  which  he  had  thus  successively 
been  selected,  and  in  both  of  which 
he  was  eminently  qualified  to  promote 
the  public  service. 

5th.  Having  accompanied  the  com- 
mittee of  government  that  proceeded 
to  Malabar,  in  the  year  17975  the 
knowledge  which  colonel  Walker 
thence  acquired  of  the  state  of  the 
afiairs  in  that  province,  joined  to  bis 
conciliatory  character,  led  to  his  being 
nominated  a  member  of  the  comaiis- 
sion,  that  was  formed  for  regulitiog 
the  affairs  of  Malabar;  at  a  ctisis 
which  demanded  the  selection  of  ser- 
vants of  approved  judgment  and 
talents. 

t)th.  On  the  abolition  of  the  com- 
mission, lieutenant-colonel  Walker  re- 
turned to  this  prcbidency,  and  would 
have  succeeded  to  the  office  of  auditor- 
general,  pursuantly  to  hi*^  nomination 
to  the  situation  by  the  honourable 
court,  had  not  the  course  of  eventi 
called  for  the  exercise  of  his  tried  abi- 
lities in  promoting  the  oationai  inte 
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rests  k)  a  more  active  and  delicate  scene 
t>f  operation. 

7tb.  The  Baroda  state  having  solicitod 
the  interposition  of  the  honourable 
company's  power  and  authority  in  ex- 
tricating the  govemmeni  from  the  va- 
rious difficnlties  and  distresses  under 
-which  it  then  laboured,  this  officer 
proceeded  to  the  northward  in  the 
year  J  802,  and  in  the  short  warfare 
which  ensued,  lieutenant*coJonel  Wal- 
ker's services  attracted  the  thanks  of 
his  excellency  the  most  noble  the  go- 
vernor-general in  council,  *'  for  the 
judgment  and  address  which  he  maui- 
iested  in  the  conduct  of  the  negotia- 
tion with  the  minister  Rowba^  and  for 
major  Walker's  distinguished  exertion 
of  ipilitary  talents^  in  the  contest  in 
which  be  was  unavoidably  engaged, 
with  the  superior  force  of  Mulhar 
Row  Guicowar/* 

8th.  Having  successfully  engaged  in 
the  production  of  the  active,  and  dan- 
gerbus  opposition  that  immediately 
distracted  the  Guicowar  state;  the 
attention  of  lieutenant-colonel  Walker 
has  for  these  last  nven  years  been 
sedulously  devoted,  in  his  capacity  of 
resident  at  Baroda>  in  co-operating  with 
the  administration  of  the  Guicowar 
government  towards  the  restoration  of 
ite  affairs,  after  the  attainment  of 
which  important  object  he  is  now  re- 
tiring to  his  native  country  with  the  re- 
gret of  bis  own  government  at  the 
loss  of  his  able  assistances  with  the 
distinguished  approbation  of  the  go- 
vernor general  of  India  for  the  emi- 
nent services  he  has  rendered,  and  the 
general  good  wishes  of  the  sovereign 
and  'Subjects  in  the  country  of  the 
honourable  company's  ally  at  the  court 
of  which  he  has  thus  long  and  usefully 
resided. 

Bombay 
Occurrences  for  February. 

Bombay^  February  3. — ^Yesterday 
morning  the  governor  inspected  the 
brigade  under  the  command  of  briga- 
dier get>eral  Malcolm,  consisting  of  his 
majesty's  G5th  regiment  of  foot,  com- 
manded by  lieut.  colonel  Lionel  Smith, 


detachments,  from  Madras,  of  horse 
artillery  under  the  command  of  cap- 
tain Poignard,  of  artillery  under  cap- 
tain Shower,  of  cavalry  under  major 
Russel,  the  Bengal  marine,  com- 
manded by  lieut.  colonel  Shuldham, 
and  a  detachment  of  pioneers  under 
the  command  of  captain  Fitzpatrick. 
On  this  occasion  brigadier-general 
Malcolm  presented  the  colours  to  the 
Madras  cavalry,  and  addressed  them  as 
follows : 

"  Major  Russel, — It  is  with  a  pride, 
which  nothing  but  my  knowledge  of 
the  officers  and  men  under  your  com- 
mand could  inspire,  that  I  present 
them  with  their  standards.  The  greater 
part  of  them  are  volunteers  from  regi- 
ments of  high  and  established  reputation, 
and  as  such,  it  is  impossible  they 
should  ever  forget,  that  when  they 
obeyed  that  noblest  of  all  impulses, 
which  leads  a  soldier  to  step  forward  at 
even  the  prospect  of  fatigue  and  dan- 
ger, they  imposed  upon  ihenoselvesa 
sacred  obligation,  not  only  to  fulfil  the 
promise  they  made  by  that  act  to  the 
state  they  serve,  but  10  the  respective 
corps  to  which  they  belong,  whose 
honour  and  character  they  t)ecdme, 
from  that  moment,  pledged  to  main- 
tain, in  all  scenes,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances>  in  which  they  might  be 
placed. 

''  To  men  whose  breasts  are  ani- 
mated with  a  sense  of  such  duties,  it 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  say  mora 
than  that  I  commit  these  standards  to 
their  charge,  in  the  assurance  that  they 
will  always  be  regarded  with  those 
proud  feelings  they  are  meant  to  ex- 
cite, and  with  the  fullest  conviction 
that,  when  an  opportunity  is  afforded 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  this  corps, 
they  will  more  th^n  fulfil  these  solemn 
obligations  they  have  thus  voluntarily 
incurred,  and  by  doing  so  not  only 
entitle  themselves  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  state  they  serve,  but  be,  at  their 
return,  cheered  with  the  welcome  ap- 
plause of  those  corps,  whose  glory  and 
fame  they  have  promoted  and  extended 
by  their  spirit  of  Merprize,  discipline, 
and  valour." 

After    the    inspection  a  nuroeroos 
assemblage  of^^^^iji^^gi^ntlemen 
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adjourned  to  brigadier-general  Mal- 
colm's tents,  were  they  partook  of  an 
ekgatt  breakfast. 

Orders  hy  the  honourable  the  governor. 

Feb.  3.— *The  honourable  the  go- 
vernor had  the  greatest  satisfaction  in 
inspecting  brigadier-general  Malcolm's 
brigade  under  arms  this  morning. 

The  steady  and  orderly  movement 
of  the  column,  as  it  marched  round 
in  review,  was  truly  gratifying. 

The  uniform  and  animated  appear- 
ance of  the  detachments  of  horse  ar- 
tillery, and  cavalry  on  foot,  attracted 
particular  attention,  and  the  honour- 
able the  governor  had  only  to  regret, 
that  he  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
them  moanted. 

The  coast  artillery  have  long  de- 
servedly enjoyed  a  high  character  for 
^sk'dl  and  discipline,  such  as  there  is 
no  doubt  they  will  cootinue  to  me- 
rit.   ' 

The  soldier-like  appearance,  and 
steadiness,  of  H.  M.*s  65th  regiment 
was  conspicuous ;  arid  the  honourable 
the  governor  has  the  fullest  confidence, 
that  the  well-established  discipline  of 
this  corps  will  continue  to  reflect  ho- 
nour and  credit  on  themselves  and  their 
country,  whenever  they  are  called  into 
active  service. 

The  Bengal  battalion  is  a  fine  body 
*  ©f  men,  who  will,  doubtless,  con- 
tinue to  support  their  distinguished  re- 
putation. 

The  honourable  the  governor  was, 
also,  much  pleased  with  the  appear- 
ance of  the  corps  of  pioneers,  who 
have  already  obtained  a  badge  of  merit 
for  foreign  service.  This  settlement 
is  moreover  indebted  to  their  voluntary 
and  very  useftil  labour,  in  occupying 
their  late  leisure  lime  iu  the  repairs  of 
the  roads  in  Bombay  and  Salsette,  for 
which  their  commandant  captain  Fitz- 
patrick  has  already  the  acknowledge- 
ments of  government. 

Of  general  Malcolm  his  merits  are 
so  well  known,  that  the  governor  has 
orily  to  express  his  belief,  that,  this 
officer's  well-earned  reputation,  how- 
ever h'gh,  will  receive  new  lustre  by 
his    succo&sfui    exorcise  of  the  very 
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honourable  and  important  command 
with  which  he  is  now  entrusted  bytbrn 
supreme  government. 

M.  Kbnnbdt, 

Town  major. 

February  4. — The  latest  accounts 
from  the  north-western  frontier  of  Per- 
sia state,  that  a  battle  had  been  fought 
between  the  Russians  and  Persians, 
under  the  command  of  the  heir  appa- 
rent. Abbas  Murza.  The  slaughter  on 
both  sides  appears  to  have  been  con- 
siderable; but  the  Russians,  as  usual, 
claim  the  victory  j  and  a  royal  firmaun 
has  directed  illuminations  throughout 
the  Persian  empire,  in  honour  of  the 
success  of  his  majesty's  arms. 

Although  the  rumours,  respecting 
the  present  state  of  the  French  em- 
bassy, at  Tehraun,  differ  in  some  slight 
points,  yet  no  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained, that  the  influence  of  our  ene- 
mies in  the  Persian  cabinet  has  coor 
siderably  dimininhed,  in  consequence 
of  the  recommencement  of  hostilities 
with  the  Russians.  Some  private  let- 
ters assert,  that  the  French  embassy 
has  been  actually  dismissed ;  others, 
that  a  period  for  its  departure  has  been 
fixed ;  but  all  accounts  agree  instating, 
that  his  Persian  majesty  attributes  the 
late  irruption  of  the  Russians  to  tlie 
intrigues  of  the  French,  who  hoped  to 
intimidate  him  into  a  compliance  with 
their  demands,  by  the  pressure  of  great 
and  immediate  danger.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  impression  has  been 
the  complete  alienation  of  the  king  of 
Persia  from  the  trench  nation.  It  is 
but  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  a  con- 
tinuance of  hostility,  on  the  part  of 
Russia,  combined  with  a  distrust  of 
the  French,  would  lead  the  court  of 
Per>5ia  to  solicit  the  assistance  of  the 
English  government.  Whatever  may 
be  the  degree  of  credit  to-  which  this 
intelligence  is  entitled,  or  the  extent 
to  which  the  late  news  from  Eu- 
rope may  be  expected  to  influenco 
the  politics  of  the  court  of  Tehraun, 
it  would  not  be  desirable,  immedi- 
ately, to  suspend  those  measures  of 
defensive  policy  5  which  it  is  the  cha- 
racter of   *igWfSeykaiilicl§lo^  continue. 
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until  the  danger^  that  rendered  them 
ncousary,  shaJl,  have  ceased  to  e:ust. 

Hw  mc^eslyi's  ship,  CuUoden,  Point  de 
Galte  Roads, 

Fbikdary  14.— Sir, — Having  this 
ixf  aocrdeotly  seen,  in  the  Bombay 
ooorier,  of  the  7th  ultimo,  the  reso- 
latioos  of  a  general  meeting  of  the 
merchants^  ship  owners,  and  under- 
writen>  of  which  you  were  chairman, 
delivering  the  sentiments  of  that  re- 
spectable body  regarding  the  protection 
I  have  alForded  to  the  commercial  inte- 
rest of  Bombay,  during  the  period  of 
my  command  in  India,  I  cannot  leave 
this  anchorage,  from  which  I  am  now 
on  the  eve  of  departure  for  Euroj^, 
withoQt  expressing  to  you  the  satis- 
faction with  which  I  have  perused 
this  public  testimony  of  their  favour- 
able opinion;  and  1  request.  Sir,  you 
will  convey  to  the  members  of  that 
meeting,  my  sincere  acknowledg- 
ments on  this  occasion. 

While  I  perceive  the  great  advan- 
tages which  have  resulted  to  your  com- 
merce by  a  cordial  co-operation  in  the 
system  of  convoy  which  I  established 
for  its  protection,  I  think  it  proper  to 
observe,  that,  if  the  same  principles 
of  liberal  policy  had  influenced  the 
mercantile  interests  of  India  at  large, 
the  greater  part  of  those  losses,  which 
iiuiividuals  have  sustained  by  capture, 
would  have  been  prevented  by  a  strict 
adherence  to  such  a  plan  of  general 
protection,  which,  while  it  provided 
for  the  welfare  of  the  mercantile  com- 
munity, imposed  a  wholesome  restraint 
on  that  spirit  of  private  speculation,  so 
evidently  injnrious  to  the  common  ad- 
vantage. 

.With    my    sincere  wishes  for  the 
increase  of  your  commercial  prospe- 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)         Ed.  Pellew. 
To  Charles  Forbes,  esq.  chhirman 
of  a  meeting  of  the  merchants, 
ship  wtfntrs,  and  underwriters, 
M^mhay. 

(A  troe  copy,)  ^ 

Cqakle^  Fo&bbs. 


Bombay 
Occurrences  J  or  March. 

March  10. — Yesterday,  at  noon, 
a  salute  of  19  guns  was  tired>  on  the 
occasion  of  rear  admiral  Drury  hoist- 
ing his  flag,  incident  to  his  succeeding 
to  the  chief  command  of  his  majesty's 
naval  forces  in  India. 

It  is  with  concern  that  the  governor 
in  council  announces  the  death  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Cnmberlege,  a  gentleman  who 
has,  for  upwards  of  seven  years, 
held  the  respectable  and  important 
office  of  the  honourable  company's 
solicitor,  at  this  presidency,  the  du- 
ties of  which  be  has  discharged  with 
equal  justice  to  the  public,  and  credit 
to  his  own  character,  as  well  as  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  government. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Cumberlege,  Mr.  Hungerford  is  ap- 
pointed to  the  situation  of  company's 
solicitor. 

Demaun,  March  17th,  I8O9. 

Dear  Sir, — The  intetided  removal 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment  from 
hence  to  join  the  head -quarters  of  the 
corps  at  Bombay,  aflbrds  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ofl^ering  our  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  happiness  we  have 
enjoyed  while  under  your  command. 
The  harmony  and  good  understanding 
which  has  existed  amongst  us,  the 
satisfaction  we  have  experienced  in 
performing  our  respective  duties ;  the 
constant  regularity  and  meritorious 
conduct  of  the  men  so  jostly  appre- 
ciated by  hiJ^  excellency  the  governor, 
in  his  public  dispatches  to  the  presi- 
dency, we  are  convinced  have  arisen, 
from  your  own  well  -  regulated  and 
most  admirable  mode  of  discipline, 
by  whicli  you  have  added  to  the  repu- 
tation and  character  pf  a  corps  we  have 
had  the  honour  of  serving  in  for  many 
years. 

We  trust  you  will  permit  us  to  pre- 
sent you  with  a  piece  pf  plate  as  an 
emblem  of  our  respect  and  esteem. 

In  the  hope  that  an  officer  of  so 
long  a  standing  in  the  service^  possessed 
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of  sucb  ooneiliating  iBanners  in  com- 
mand >  may  shortly  receive  the  rewards 
such  qualities  entitle  him  to, 
We  are,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  faithful,  and  obedt.  servts. 
(Signed)     Robert     KelJy,     captain; 
Charles  Haynes,  captain  ;  D.  Doyle, 
surgeon ;    P.  Ramsay,  captain  ;  J . 
Backhouse,  captain;  W.  Atherloo, 
lieutenant ;  J.  Doyle,  lieutenant }  H. 
Doyle,  lieutenant;  J.  Ry  an,]  ieutenant; 
J.  Weld,  lieutenant ;  J.  Keys,  lieu- 
tenant; J.  Hutchinson,  lieutenant; 
J.  Hill,  ensign ;  and  N.  Christian, 
ensign. 

To  keut.'Col.  Cuming,  com- 
manding lejl  wing,  H,M,  47th  tegt. 

To  the  officers  of  the  left  wing  of  his 
majesty*s  47th  regiment. 

Gentlemen,— I  have  received^ 
with  the  most  impressive  sentiments  of 
sincere  respect  and  gratitude,  the  un- 
solicited testimony,  and  handsome  man- 
ner, in  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  distinguish  me  in  your  address  of 
the  17th  instant;  the  harmony  and 
good  understanding  which  has  so  hap- 
pily existed  amongst  you;  and 
the  infinite  satisfaction  I  have  ex- 
perienced in  perceiving  the  prompt 
measures  you  have  adopted  in  the  per- 
formance of  your  respective  duties ; 
also,  the  uniform,  regular,  and  merito- 
rious conduct  of  the  men,  entitles  you 
to  my  warmest  thanks ;  as  the  latter 
must,  in  an  eminent  degree,  be  attri- 
buted to  the  good  example  and  re- 
spectable demeanour  you  have  invaria- 
bly displayed  since  I  have  had  the  ho- 
nour to  command  this  garrison ;  a  line 
of  conduct  which  has  justly  merited 
and  received  the  n)ost  flattering  and 
marked  approbation  of  his  excellency 
the  governor  of  Demauo  ;  and,  consi- 
derably added  to  the  reputation  and 
character  of  the  corps. 

The  piece  of  plate  you  intend  pre- 
senting me,  I  shall  receive  with  pride 
and  gratitude;  and  feel  particularly 
honoured  at  receiving  an  emblem  of 
respect  and  esteem  from  your  hands. 
'  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  shall 
ever  retain  the  most  lively  recollectiori 
of  your  disinterested  kindness  and  at- 


tention ;  and  with  anfejgned  wishes  for 
your  health  and  ha^piness^ 
1  remain,  gentlemen. 
Your  faithful  friend,  and  obliged 
humble  servant. 
Jambs  CuMitiG, 
Lieut.-col.  47th  regt. 
Demaun,  March  19,  I8O9. 

A  singular  instance  of  intrepidity 
took  place  at  Agoada,  near  Goa>  on 
Tuesday  last,  the  21st  lost.  Eariyui 
the  morning  a  report  was  received  at 
the  cantonments,  that  a  large  Cheetur  ^ 
had  been  seen  on  the  rocks  near  the 
sea.  About  nine  o'clock,  aqamberof 
officers  and  men  assembled  at  tbespot, 
where  it  was  said  to  have  been  seen, 
when,  after  some  search,  the  animsJL 
was  discovered  to  be  in  the  recess  of 
an  immense  rock :  dogs  were  sent 
in  in  the  hopes  of  starting  him,  but 
without  effect,  they  having  returned 
with  several  wounds. 

Lieutenant  Evan  Davies,  of  the  J^x 
regiment^  attempted  to  enter  the  den, 
but  was  obliged  to  return,  finding  the 
passage  extremely  narrow  and  dark. 

He,  however,  attempted  it  a  second 
time,  with  a  pick-axe  in  his  hand,  with 
which  he  removed  some  obstructions 
that  wefe  in  his  way,  and  having  pro- 
ceeded a  few  yards,  he  heard  a  noiae, 
which  he' conceived  to  be  that  of  the 
animal  in  question.  He  then  returned, 
and  communicated  the  same  to  lieute- 
nant Thew  of  the  artillery,  who  also 
went  in  the  same  distance,  and  was  of  a 
similiar  opinion.  What  course  to  pur- 
sue was  doubtful ;  some  proposed 
blowing  up  the  rock,  others  smoking 
him  out.  At  length  a  portfire  was 
tied  to  the  end  of  a  bamboo,  and  intro- 
duced "into  a  small  crevice,  which  led 
towards  the  den.  Lieutenant  Davies 
went  01^  his  hands  and  knees,  down  the 
narrow  passage,  which  led  to  it,  (which 
he  accomplished  with  imminent  dan- 
ger to  himself)  and  by  the  light  of  it 
he  was  enabled  to  discover  the  animal ; 
having  returned,  he  said  that  he  could 
kill  him  with  a  pistol,  which  being 
procured,  he  entered  again,  and  fired, 
but  without  success,  owing  to  the 
awkward  situation  he  was  then  places' 
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In,  with  bit  left  haod  only  at  li- 
beity. 

He  went  back  with  a  musket  and 
bayonet,  and  woanded  him  i»the  loins, 
but  was  obliged  to  retreat  as  quick  as 
the  narrow  passage  would  allow,  the 
tiger  having  forced  the  musket  back 
towards  the  mouth  of  the  den.  He 
then  procured  a  rifle,  with  which  he 
again  forced  his  way  into  the  place, 
and  taking  a  deliberate  aim  at  his  head, 
§red,  and  put  an  end  to  his  existence. 

Another  difficulty  still  presented 
itself:  hoW  to  get  him  out  required 
some  consideration.  Ropes  were  pro- 
cured, but  every  attempt  to  reach  him 
proved  fruitless,  till  Lieut.  D.>  with  a 
pick-axe  in  his  hand,  cut  his  way  into 
the  den,  and  got  sufficiently  near  to 
fasten  a  strong  rope  round  his  neck,  by 
which  means  he  was  dragged  out,  to 
the  no  small  satisfaction  of  a  numerous 
crowd  of  anxious  spectators. 

He  measured  7^  feet  from  the  nose 
to  the  tail. 

BOMBAY 

Occurrences  for  April. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
General  orders^  hy  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council, 
Bombay  Castle, April  7* — ^Thehpp. 
the  governor  in  council  has  great  satis*  < 
^tion  in  communicating  to  the  army 
the  following  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
most  noble  marquis  Wellesley,  K.  P. 
Sec.  &c.  to  the  president,  giving  cover 
'  to  the  Marquis*  answer  to  an  addres«  in 
September,  1 805,  from  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Woodington,  and  the  officers  then 
stationed  in  Baroda. 


in  the  manner  that  you  may  consider 
to  be  roost  respectful  towards  them, 
and  mf^  expedient  for  the  public  serw 
vice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedt.  and  humble  servt 
Welleshy. 
(A  true  copy.) 

F.  Warden, 
Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

To  colonel  flooding  ton,  and  the  officers 
stationed  at  Baroda/ 

Gentlemen,— I  have  received  from 
the  governor  of  Bombay,  your  obliging 
address,  dated  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, 180^,  and  I  k)eg  leave  to  return 
you  my  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  kind  manner  in  which 
you  have  notified  to  me  the  expression 
of  your  personal  regard,  and  of  your 
approbation  of  the  result  of  my  admi- 
nistration in  India. 

You  cannot  afford  to  me  a  more 
acceptable  proof  of  my  khidness,  than 
by  continuing  to  display  your  accus- 
tomed zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
public  service,  and  for  the  honour  and 
glory  of  our  country,  and  by  aiain- 
taining,  on  every  occasion,  your  esta- 
blished principles  of  just  subordination 
to  legal  authority. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
(jentlemen. 
Your  most  obedt.  &  faithful  servt. 
(Signed)     Wblleslkt. 
jipsfy  House,  Sept.  8,  1808. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council. 

F.  Wardek, 
Chief  sec.  togovL 


The  honourable  Jonathan  Duncan,  esq, 
&c.  &c. 
Apsly  House,  September  8,  1808. 

Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter,  trans- 
■littlng  to  me  an  address  from  colonel 
Woodington,  and  the  officers  stationed 
at  Baroda. 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward 
vay  reply  by  major  Mahony. 

I  request  that  you  will  have  the 
j;oodness  to  communicate  that  reply 


To  captain  Colin  Gtbh,  commander  of 
the  David  Scott. 
Sir, — I  have  the  satisfaction  of  com- 
municating to  you,  by  the  desire  ot  a 
general  meeting  of  the  insurance  so- 
ciety, the  high  sense  unauimouslj 
entertained  by  its  members,  of  your 
spirited  and  judicious  conduct  in  cha- 
sing the  French  privateer,  which  bore 
down  on  the  Pavid  Scott,  and  tb^ 
valuable  ships  in  company  with  her,  off 
Pedro  Branco,    to  which    bold    ma- 

nflpiivr#»    fiomfk    ftf  thik   Khins   were.  lA 


BOMBilY  OCCURRENCES  FOR  MAY;  I8O9. 


145 


all  probability,  indebted  for  their  pre« 
gervation. 

In  offering^  yon  the  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  society  for  the  service 
thus  voluntarily  and  successfully  ren- 
dered, I  am  instructed  to  state,  that 
the  zeal  and  ability,  displayed  in  this 
instance,  have  added  to  the  respectable 
professional  character  which  you  have 
already  established  in  the  opinion  of 
the  mercantile  community  of  Bom- 
bay. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Yotu'  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
John  Forbes, 
Sec.  to  the  Bombay  ins.  society. 
Bombay  insurance  office, 
April 25,  I80g. 

To  John  Forbes,  esq.  secretary,  to  the 
Bombay  insurance  society. 
Sir, — In  ack-nowledging  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  containing 
the  unanimous  approval  of  my  conduct 
in  a  recent  instance  •  off  Pedro  Branco, 
by  a  general  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  Bombay  insurance  society,  I 
beg  lesre  to  request  that  you  will  in- 
ferm  the  gentlemen,  composing  that 
body,  bow  peculiarly  flattering  this 
testimony  of  their  good  opiifion  is  to 
me;  and  that,  after  a  residence  of 
more  than  twenty  years  under  their 
observation,  so  gratifying  a  mark  of 
their  esteem  will  always  afiprd  me  the 
most  pleasing  recollection. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Colin  Gibb.   - 
Bombay,  April  26,  1 8O9. 

Bombay 
Occurrence^  for    May. 

May  13. — The  French  prisoners, 
who  made  their  esca^ie  from  this  place 
some  days  ago,  having  proceeded 
down  the  coast  in  a  small  ketch  vessel, 
fell  in»  on  the  evening  of  the  17th 
April,  off  the  port  of  Poodiangady, 
with  a  pattamar  boat,  belonging  to  the 
Bebee  of  Cnnnanore ;  and  after  plun- 
dering her  of  all  her  riee,  water,  sails, 
&c.  stood  to  the  southward.  Two  days 
after,  on  the  ipih,  off  Porcaud,  thiy 


captured  a  brig,  the  property  of  Cho- 
arcoa  Macky,  of  Tellichery,  and 
having  sent  the  crew  on  shore,  they 
proceeded  with  th^  brig,  as  is  probable, 
to  the  Isle  of  Francd.  She  is  reported 
to  be  a  heavy  sailer.  She  is  valued, 
together  with  her  cargo,  at  60,000  ru- 
pees. 

May  14. — ^The  anniversary  of  the 
fall  of  Seringapatam  was  celebrated, 
on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  at  tho 
residency  of  Poonah,  by  the  acting 
resident,  who  gave  an  elegant  dinner 
to  the  brigadier,  and  officers  of  the 
cantonments  at  that  station.  The 
dining  room  was  fitted  up  in  ti  neat 
and  graceful  style,  in  which  the  superb 
and  highly-ornamented  sword^  pre- 
sented by  the  honourable  company  to 
colonel  Close,  was  displayed  to  great 
eftect,  suspended  over  two  sabre? 
taken  from  the  late  Tippoo  Sultan, 
the  whole  encircled  in  a  device  suitable 
to  the  occasion,  and  supported  by  the 
colours  of  the  body  guard. 

The  decorations  oi  the  pillars,  with 
wreaths  of  laurel,  were  extremely 
pleasing  to  the  eye,  as  also  a  punkah, 
corresponding  thereto  in  simple  ele- 
gance, bearing,  in  gold  letters,  the 
word  *' Serini^apatam,"  together  with 
the  date  of  that  glorious  day,  which 
added  so  much  lustre  and  renown  to 
the  British  arms  in  India. 

May  20.— -A  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Lunel,  arrived  at  this  place 
the  other  day,  who  states  that,  on  his 
passage  from  Cochin,  in  a  pattamar  on 
the  30th  of  April,  a  little  below  Goa, 
he  fell  in  with  an  enemy's  privateer,  a 
twc-masted  grab«  accompanied  by  .four 
pattamars,  one  of  which  the  privateer 
had  armed.  After  taking  Mr.  Lunel 
out  of  his  pattamar,  the  enemy  armed 
her  with  two  targe  guns  and  two  smal- 
ler ones,  and  then  stood  up  the  coast ; 
the  pattamars  in  company,  and  on  the 
3d  May  landed  him  on  the  coast,  and 
stood  to  the  northward. 

While  Mr.  Lunel  was  on  board  the 
gratf,  they  captured  two  more  pat- 
tamars, and  manned  them  for  a  cruize. 

The  first  lieutenant,  M.  Dubois, 
being  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Lunel, 
persuaded  the  captain  to  put  him  on 
shore. 
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Mc.  Lunel  supposes  the  grab  bad 
.  abotU  20  guns,  and  was  naanned  with 
above  200  Earopeans. 

Three  Englishmen,  in  a  military 
ir^iSB,  were  on  board  in  irons. 

Bombay- 
Occurrences  for  June. 

General  orders, 
JuMB     10.— I'he     honourable  the 
governor  in  council,  adverting  to  the 
expediency  of  extending   the  utmost 
protection  to  the  honourable  company's 
landholders  and  ryots  within  the  pro- 
vince of  Guzerat,  and  of  inspiring  them 
with  the  firmest  coiifidence  in  the  care 
that  the  British  government  is  desirous 
to    exert  towards  their    welfare  and 
security — is  pleased    to  avail  himself 
for  these  purposes  of  the  provisions  el- 
ready  in  force  under  the   presidency  of 
Bengal  j   by   ordering    that    otficers, 
either  civil  or  military,  or  any  persons, 
to  whom  escorts  of  sepoys,  or  soldiers, 
may  beal  lowed,  when  travelling  through 
the  honourable  company's  districts,  do 
abstain  from  sending  such  soldiers,  or 
•epoys,  into  the  villages,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  supplies,  or  of  pres- 
sing coolies  or  carts.     Every  town  and 
village,  upon  proper  application  to  the 
^comavisbar-patell,  or  the  head  person 
in  it,  will,  in  consequence  of  instruc- 
tion from  the  British  magistates  of  the 
several    zillahs,  or  divisions,   furnish 
.  such  assistance,  in  those  respects,  as 
they  may  be  capable  of  afibrding ;  and 
the  honourable  the  governor  in  council 
doubts  not,  that  by  attention  to  the 
present  order,  and  to  the  observances 
required  by  the  general   orders  of  the 
22d  April,  I8O6,  and  27th  February, 
1806,  particularly  in  furnishing  timely 
notice  to  the  magistrate  of  the  halting 
stations  of  all  military  parties  on  their 
march,  such  parties,    or   corps,    will 
•readily  obtain-  the   requisite   supplies 
and  assistances}  and  thereby    render 
minecessary  all  unpleasant  and  inde* 
corous  recourse  to  measures  of  coercion. 
In  the  event,  however,  of  the  com- 
avisdar-patell,  or  the  headman  of  the 
village,  failing  in  any  case  to  afibrd  the 
requisite  supplies  on  the  required  pay- 


ment being  tendered  to  him  for  that 
purpose,  information  is  to  be  inunedia- 
tely  sent  to  the  magistrate  of  the  ztilab, 
who  will  n9t  fail  duly  to  punish,  by 
fine  or  removal,  according  to  cbe 
circumstances  of  the  case,  such  inat- 
tentive and  contumacious  resistance  to 
the  beneficial  object  of  the  present  ar- 
rangement. 

In  instances  of  supposed  overcharge 
by  the  patell,  or  head  of  the  vill^e, 
on  the  party  requiring  assistance,  the 
latter  is  to  lose  no  time  in  reporting 
the  particulars  thereof  to  the  magistrate, 
who  will  immediately  cause  justice  to 
be  done  in  the  premises. 

In  order  to  allow  of  time  for  this 
regulation  being  carried  usefuUy  into 
efrect,  the  date  of  its  commencement 
and  operation  is  fixed  firom  the  1st  of 
Sept.  next. 

Bombay 
Occurrences  Jbr  July. 

BoMBAT  CASTLt,  July  7.—The  ho- 
nourable the  governor  in  couacil  has 
been  pleased  to  appoint  major-general 
Forbes  Champagn6  to  the  comimuMi  o 
the  force  subsidized  by  his  highness  ihm 
Peishwa. 

JuLT  20. — The  report,  which  has 
been  for  some  time  current  al  this 
presidency,'  of  the  c^tureof  the  Mi- 
nerva, captain  Hopwood,  by  the  pi- 
rates who  infest  the  gulph  of  Persia, 
and  the  neighbouring  seas^  b  at  length 
confirmed. 

On  taking  possession  of  the  Minerva, 
it  appears  that  the  pirates  mitigated 
something  of  their  usual  ferocity ;  and 
no  lives  were  lost,  except  ih  the  gal- 
lant ,  defence  which  was  made  by  the 
unfortunate  captives. 

They  have  been  all,  however, 
obliged  to  renounce  their  religion,  and 
not  an  iota  of  the  preparatory  cere- 
mony of  introduction  to  the  Mahom- 
medan  faith  was  abated.  Much  as  the 
men  must  have  suffered  on  this  occa- 
sion, it  is  comparatively  nothing  to  tha 
distress  of  the  three  ladies  who  were 
on  board ;  and  who,  consequently, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  these  lawless  and 
unprincipled  violators.    Tha  subject  is 
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too  painful  to  enlarge  on.  The  indig- 
Dities  they  were  compelled  to  undergo 
can  be  eaiily  conceived;  and  muBt 
excite  the  strongest  emotions  of  pity 
in  every  feeling  and  deiicate  mind. 

Bombay 
Occurrences  for  August. 

Bombay  Castle,  Aug.  14. — The 
governor  in  cooncil  has  had  the  satis£ic- 
tion  to  receive  a  commanieation  frotn 
lieat.«colonei  W«lker,  oi  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  fort  Matlia,  in  the  provinee 
of  Kattywar,  by  storm  on  the  7  th  of 
this  month. 

The  storming  party  was  composed 
of  a  detachment  of  \52  rank  and  tile 
from  the  2d  bat*,  of  his  majesty's  661  h 
regiment,  and  48  rank  acid  tile  from 
the  remains  of  the  Bombay .  Eu- 
ropean regiment,  with  their  propor- 
tion of  commissioned  and  non-commis- 
stoned  Officers,  of  the  flank  compa tries 
of  the  grenadier  battalion,  and  of  the 
1st  of  the  5ih,  completed  to  100  rank 
and  tile  each,  leading  the  attack^  fol- 
lowed by  the  remainder  of  the  grenadier 
batuHon  completed  to  400  rank  and 
file,  from  the  Lst  battalion  5lh  regiment. 

Tlje  advance:  party,  consisting  of 
twenty-five  EoropeansjWas  commanded 
by  captaih-lieutenant  John  Mackenzie, 
of  the  Bombay  European  regiment; 
and  lieutenant  Newman,  of  bis  majfe^- 
ty*s  56th  regiment,  who  commendnbly 
voianteered  their  services  for  the  for- 
lom«hope. 

The  storming  party  was  commanded 
by  major  Dennis  Mahony  of  the  grena- 
dier battalion. 

The  fortof  MaUia>though  within  the 
tributary  dependencies  of  our  ally,  the 
Guycowar,  had  yet  afforded  rc'fuge  and 
protection  to  a  powerful  set  of  banditti, 
who  bad  long  infested  the  country;  and 
had  fbra  century  successfully  opposed 
the  ntmoft  efibrti  of  the  Native  armies 
that  had  been  employed  to  reduce  its 
chiefbin  to  obedience :  the  fortitications 
ore  strong  $  and  the  eaemy,  aware  of  1  he 
approach  of  onr  troops,  and  obstinately 
bent  on  the  most  determined  resistance, 
kad  Nctire4  tbetfbotof  ttewiAl  b^a 


strong    embankment   thrown  up    of 
thorns  and  earth. 

The  force  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant,  colonel  Walker  arrived  be- 
fore Mallia  on  the  morning  of  the  7th, 
after  a  long  and  fatiguing  march  ;  hav«- 
ing  summoned  the  Fort  without  effect, 
and  the  garrison  having  pertinaciously 
and  vaiintiogly  resisted  every  attempt 
to  obtain  peaceable  possession  of  the 
p4.ice>  the  guns  opened  their  fire  at  day 
light  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the 
breach  was  reported  practicable  by 
tbree  o'clock,  the  storming  parly,  un- 
der the  able  disposition  made  for  the 

-assault,  moved  off  a  little  before  four 
o'clock,  when  the  forlorn-hope  rushed 
on,  headed  by  captain  Mackenzie,  who 
wa*(  the  first  person  that  ascended  the 

1  breach  and  passed  into  the  town  5  he 
was  gallantly  supported  by  lieutenant 

•  Newman,  of  his  majesty's  56th  r^i- 

.ment,  and  by  the  remaintier  of  the 
party ;  which  placed  the  British  force 
in  possession  ol  the  greater  portion  of 
the  town  in?  less  than  three  cjuarters  of 
an  hour  after  entering  the  breach. 

The  severest  part  of  the  duty  remain- 
ed, however,  yet  to  be  performed ;  as 
the  detachment  advanced,  resistance 
became  more  determined  ;  the  enemy 
retreated  to  the  inner  fort,  which  was 
strongly  aecured,  and  inacessable  to  an 
assault ;  the  guns  were  brought  up'; 
and  the  tire  again  opened ;  but  the 
evening  being  too  for  advanced  to  ad- 
mit of  a  complete  dislodgem4»Dt  beii^ 
effected  before  its  close,  all  further ope^ 
rations  ceased,  and  the  storming  party 
maintained  possession  of  the  works  and 
of  the  town  during  the  night ;  in  the 
course  of  which,  Irowever,  the  enemy 
evacuated  the  place  by  a  sally  port, 
leaving  a  few  of  their  iroopi  in  the  fort 
to  keep  up  an  occasional  fire ;  and  at  chi 
early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  gth, 
the  fort  of  Mallia  was  completely  oc- 
cupied by  the  British  detachment. 

In  thus,  narrating  the  circumstances 
that  attended  the  reduction  of  the  fort 
of  Mallia,  the  governor  in  council  af* 
fords  the  most  satisfactory  testimony  to 
ttie  abld  disposition  that  had  been  pian* 
ned  by  that  judicious  and  experienor " 

^ifiiocr,  UsatdHaiU-c^feiieii  WaUfttTf 
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and  to  the  promptitude,  vigoar^and 
bravery,  by  which  the  plan  was  carried 
JDto  effect  by  the  gallant  detachment 
under  that  officer's  comnoand,  which 
lias  added  another  conspicuous  exploit 
to  those  thiit  have  already  so  often  dis- 
tinguished the  zeal  and  intrepidity 
of  the  Bombay  army. 

The  fort  of  MaJlia,  having  been  es- 
teemqd  as  impregnable  by  the  nume- 
mus  chieftains  dispersed  throughout  the 
province  of  Katty war,  its  e^rly  reduc« 
tion,  and  the  cool  and  steady  valour  by 
which  it  was  carried,  filled  the  several 
vakeels  of  the  different  chieftains,  who 
were  in  attendance  on  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Walker,  and  witnessed  this  mili- 
tary spectacle,  with  astonishment  and 
admiration,  and  have  afforded  them  a 
proof  of  the  irresistible  effects  of 
British  discipline  and  prowess,  that;  can- 
not fail  to  operate  the  most  beneficial 
consequences  in  the  organization  of  so 
rude  and  uncivilized  a  tract  of  tountrf, 
as  is  still  the  greater  part  of  the  penin- 
sula of  Gnzerat. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  forces 
will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  the 
lieutenant-colonel  in  command  of  this 
force,  and*  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
his  majesty's  and  the  honourable  com- 
pany's forces,  employed  on  the  reduc- 
tion of  Mallia,  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  government  of  their  profes- 
sional skill  and  gallantry  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  important  fortress ;  and,  in 
par^colar,  of  the  orderly  conduct  and 
humanity  displayed  by  the  troops  in  Its 
occupation. 

The- deep  regret  which  the  governor 
in  council  feels  for  the  casualties  that 
have  occurred  on  this  occasion,  is  en- 
.hanced    by   the  circumstances   under 
which  the  death  of  captain  M'Kenzie, 
and  of  captara  Wilkinson  is  to  be  de- 
plored*^ having  surmounted  the  danger 
and  difficulties  of  an  assault,  those  gal- 
lant officers   died,  without  a  wound, 
from  the  extreme  fatigue  and  violence 
.of   their    exertions  in   the  course    of 
-an  imcommonly  sultry    and    oppres- 
^sive  day  : — these  iamemed  casualties 
-ptove  the  ardnotis  nature :of  the  euter- 
hprnze,  i^ndiexhibit  the  perseverance ^and 
fTV^ts  of  the  troops  in  the  most  Ibrdble 
light. 


The  honourable  the  governor  m 
council,  having  perused,  with  satisfactioD 
and  sympathy,  the  orders  issued  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Walker,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  this  acquisition,  has  the 
pleasure  to  express  his  concurrence  in 
the  detailed  notice  by  thai  able  and 
discerning  oflScer,  of  the  more  minute 
circumstances  incident  to  the  highly- 
meritorious  services  in  question,  inclu- 
sive of  the  very  honourable  noention 
made  by  the  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
duties  respectively  performed  by  the 
different  officers,  who  appear  to  have 
severally  contributed  so  materially  to 
the  reduction  of  the  fort  of  Mallia. 
field  detachment  order  by  lieutenant" 

cohnel  Walker,    deded    Camp,    at 

Malluiy  SthJuly,  I8O9. 

The  necessity  to  which  the  obsti- 
nacy of  the  people  of  Mallia  had  redoc* 
ed  the  commaiKling  officer  of  attempt- 
ing the  place  by  storm,  has  imposed  on 
him  the  obligatiotiof  pa3ring  that  tributs 
of  gratitude  to  the  detachment,  which 
is  so  eminently  due  to  their  seal, 
CQcrgy,  and  exertion. 

By  the  conspicuous  exercise  of  these 
qualities,  so  nobly  displayed  in  th« 
proceedings  before  the  fort,  and  the 
subsequent  storm,  a  numerous  and 
desperate  gang  of  robbers  has  been 
rooted  out  from  the  country,  and  a 
cooaiderable  portion  of  their  number 
anniliilated,  who,  for  nearly  a  centur3r 
past,  have  plundered,  and  laid  waste, 
the  surrounding  territory,  and  hitherto 
■  defied  all  efforts  (at  their  subjection. 

The  devastated  extent  of  countiy 
through  which  the  troops  have  march- 
ed, is  a  sufficient  evidence  of  their 
depredations ;  but  this  bears  but  a  small 
proportion  to  their  actual  extent. 

The  extirpation,  of  this  nest  of  ban- 
ditti has  been  te^rved  for  the  zeal  and 
gallantry  of  Brituih.  troops;  and  the 
memorable- example,  which  has  hccsx 
efl'ected  in  the  assault  of  yesterday,  it 
is  hoped,  will  leave  a  most  salutary  im- 
pression in  the  coimtry*  . 

Asthe.  Assault  took  ^aoe  in  the 
presenoe  of  aeverai  bhomias*  and  of  the 
'  vakeeb  of  the  chieftainsof  the  country, 
a  .military  spectacle  of  a  colnnm  of 
British u:Qops;jnacQhing,  in  opea  day^ 
to  the  attack  of  a  ibrt,  against  whidi 
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batteries  had  only  a  few  hours  been 
opened,  was  exhibited,  of  which  they 
could  have  entertained  previously  no 
just  conception  $  but  which  could  not 
fail  to  establish,  in  the  minds  of  those 
spectators,  and  throughout  the  country, 
sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  and 
admiration.— In  fact,  the  commanding 
ofBceris  well  assured  that  this  effect 
"was  produced,  in  proportion  to  the 
reputation  which  the  desperate  banditti 
of  MaUia  had  acquired,  by  their  repeat- 
ed success  in  repulsing  the  operations 
of  powerful  Native  armies,  and  their 
daring  defiance  of  every  restraint  and 
authority* 

It  is  with  mixed  sentiments  of 
admiration  and  regret  that  lieutenant- 
colonel  Walker  proceeds  to  express 
his  gratitude  and  acknowledgments  to 
the  detachment  for  their  conduct. 

It  is  difficult  for  lieutenant-colonel 
Walker  to  find  terms  to  express  his 
feelings  at  the  excellent  behaviour  of 
the  storming  party,  under  the  com- 
mand of  major  Mahony,  for  whose 
gallant  exertions,  which  placed  the 
British  troops  in  possession  of  the  Fort 
of  Mallia,  the  expression  of  every  sen- 
timent that  can  arise  from  the  private 
feelings  of  firiendsbip,  or  the  obliga- 
tions of  public  duty,  is  so  justly  due. — 
The  established  reputation  and  services 
of  major  Mahony  can,  however,  re- 
ceive no  additional  weight  from  any 
eulogium  that  lieutenant  -  colonel 
Walker  can  express.  It  is  equally  satis- 
^tory  to  the  commanding  officer,  and 
in  unison  with  similar  feelings,  that  he 
return  his  tlianks  to  captain  Gifford : 
the  support  afforded  to  the  storming 
party  by  the  picquets,  and  captain  Gif- 
ford*s  arduous  duty,  in  preserving  the 
position  in  the  fort  during  the  night, 
entitle  him  to  colonel  Walker*s  best 
thanks. 

The  whole  of  the  troops  have  wit- 
nessed the  display  of  skill,  science,  and 
exertion  of  captain  Pierce,  lieutenants 
Hardy,  Russel,  and  Moore,  and  the 
whole  of  the  artillery;  and  lieut.>  colonel 
Walker  can  only  repeat  his  expressions 
of  satisfaction  at  their  conduct,  which 
he  has  had  so  many  occasions  to 
|K:knowledge 


of  the  56th,  and  captain  Lithgow,  and 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Bombay 
regiment,  the  commanding  officer  re- 
turns his  particular  acknowledgments  : 
the  former  have  nobly  supported 
the  reputation  of  the  senior  battalion, 
in  all  the  characteristics  of  good  sol- 
diers ;  and  the  character  of  the  Bombay 
regiment  is  too  well  established  to 
require  any  confirmation  from  their 
gallant  exertions  in  the  a^ir  of  yester- 
day. 

The  commanding  officer  has  equal 
occasion  to  be  satisfied  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  Native  troops ;  and  he  re- 
quests that  major  Mahony  and  captain 
Gifford  will  have  the  goodness  to  ex- 
press bis  fullest  approbation  and  satis- 
faction at  their  conduct. 

When  there  is  so  much  to  praise, 
and  nothing  to  reprehend,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  notice  the  conduct  of  every 
individual ;  but  the  coriamanding  officer 
is  satisfied  he  is  only  expressing  the 
feelings  of  the  whole  detachment  in 
paying  this  tribute  of  public  pi;aise  to 
the  memory  of  captain  Makenzie, 
whose  gallant  behaviour  has  excited 
universal  ndtniratiou. 

The  commanding  officer  cannot 
omit  the  expression  of  bis  warmest 
acknowledgments  to  captains  Cox  and 
Arnot,  for  their  exertions  at  the  erec- 
tion of  the  batteries,  and  for  their  con- 
duct at  the  storm ;  and  it  would  be 
injustice  to  withhold  his  thanks  to  lieu- 
tenant Newman,  for  his  spirited  sup- 
port of  captain  Mackenzie  in  tiie  ad- 
vanced party. 

To  captain  Room,  and  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  troop  of  cavalry,  every 
acknowledgment  is  due,  that  can  re- 
sult from  activity,  spirit,  and  alacrity. 

The  countenance  and  determination 
exhibited  by,  this  promising  body,  on 
the  day  of  the  arrival  of  the  detach- 
ment before  the  fort  of  Mallia,  is  a 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  confidence 
that  may  be  placed  on  them  in  the  line 
of  their  profession. 

The  duty  of  the  medical  geutlemen 
of  the  detachment  must  yield  them 
more  solid  satisfaction  than  the  most 
cordial  expressions  of  thanks.  I^ 
would,  however,  be  doing  injustice 
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omit  to  notice  the  htmaanity,  attention, 
and  skill,  of  surgeon  SproulK  and  as- 
sistant surgeons  Gordon  and  Headly. 
To  the  officers  ot    ibe  statJ',  and  of 

'  his  family,  lieui-col.  VValkt»r  begs  to 
embrace  this  occasion  of  otfermg  bis 
thanks  tor  tlieir  continued  zeal  and 
exertion  ;  but  it  would  be  doiiig  vio- 
lence to  biik  feelings,  and  tbe  friendship 
and  confidence  which  he  lept.ses  in 
captain  Green  jvood,  were  he  to  dci  line 
this  public  expression  of  his  gratitude 
and  obligation  for  the  great  assistance 
he  has  derived  tiom  his  services,  which 
bttveever  been  directed  by  that  gallant 
zeal,  and  ardent  desire  ol  disiiuciion, 
which  form  the  most  honourable  fea- 
tures of  the  military  profession ;  iind 
it  is  only  giving  utterance  to  his  own- 
sentiments,  in  repeating  major  Ma«> 
hony's  report  of  the  distinguished  gal- 
lantry and  exertions  of  captain  Smith, 
and  lieut.  Macmurdo,  who  accom- 
panied Irim  to  the  ai»saidt. 

I'o  ensign  Carnac  the  thanks  of  the 
commaiiJing  officer  are  also  due,  for 
the  attention  and  activity  with  .which 
he  performed  those  duties,  which  he 
had  to  execute. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Walker  is  per- 
soaded  that  these  gentlemen  will  do 
justice  to  those  motives  ot  delicacy, 
which  prevent  a  more  detailed  txpres- 

'  sion  of  his  sentiments  of  that  conduct, 
which  he  cannot  view  without  par- 
tiality. 

Deeply  as  the  commanding  officer 
regi^ts  the  loss  sustained  by  the  ae- 
tachment,  it  is  probably  as  little  as 
ooold  be  expected,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  appears 
to  have  been  solely  owing  to  the  eneiTiy 
having  got  possession  of  a  fortified 
house,  which  was  inaccessible  to  an  as- 
sault. 

Lieut.-colonel  Walker  begs  leave 
to  assure  the  detachment,  collectively 
and  individually,  of  the  impression 
which  their  excellent  conduct  has  made 
upon  him,  and  which  he  will  feel '  it 
his  doty  to  express  in  due  terms,  for 
tkt  notice  and  approbation  of  govern-i* 
inent,  and  the  commaoding  officer  of 
thefoices. 


August  17. —  The  Teignmouth, 
newly  arrived  from  Bussorab,  fell  in 
with  a  French  privateer,  having  tea 
gans  on  a  side,  and  full  of  small  arms, 
before  she  quitted  the  gulph. 

A  severe  action  ensued, which  would, 
unquestionably,  ha\e  terminated  in  the 
capture  of  the  privateer,  it  it  had  not 
been  for  the  untbrtunate  circumstance 
of  some  powder  blowing  up  abaft  on 
board  the  Teignmouth  which  st  her 
on  I're.  1  he  action  ceased  while  the 
fiames  weie  extmgui^hing  j  in  the 
iiiean  while  the  privateer  was  making 
the  bcAi  ot  her  way  toward^  an  escape. 
The  Teignmouth  was  soon  in  a  con- 
dition to  renew  the  action,  but  after 
an  ineffectual  chase  lost  sight  of  the 
privateer. 

I  he  action  lasted  three  hours  aiid  a 
half.  The  Teignmouth  had  twenty- 
six  men  killed  and  wounded. 

Extract  of  a  letter  frofn  lieutenant  fPtU 
Ham  Hewetson,  commander  of  ike 
honourable  company's  cruixer,  Teign^ 
mouthy  to  IViUiitm  Taylor  Money, 
esq.  supt,  of  marine.  Dated  Bom^ 
Lay,  17th  Jug.  iQOg. 
I'he  following  noon  (the  29th  of 
July),  working  between  tbe  island  of 
Pojior  atid  the  main,  discoveretl  a  ves- 
sel to  the  northward,  through  the  haze, 
close  to  us,  standing  to  the  westward ; 
hoisted  the  distinguishing  flag,  which 
w  is  not  answered  5  bore  up  immedi- 
ately tor  her,  which  she  having  ob- 
served, run  up  aH  her  steering  sails 
together,  and  kept  away  N.  W.  by  W. 
in  a  slanting  direction  for  the  land; 
the  wind  at  this  time  S.W.j  fired  three 
shots  at  her  to  bring  her  to;  upon 
her  finding  that  we  were  coming 
fast  up  with  her,  she  got  out  sw^ps, 
but  having  got  so  close  in  with  the 
shore  that  she  mnst  either  run  aground 
or  tack,  she  hauled  in  her  steering  sails 
■and  tacked,  which  brought  us  close 
alongside  of  each  other  about  2  P.  M. 
when  she  hoisted  French  colours  and 
commenced  firing — wore  round  and 
returned  it,  and  continued  a  smart 
action  with  her  until  half  pest  five  P. 
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sometimes  within  half  pistol  shot; 
about  which  time  an  tmfortanate  acci- 
dent took  place  on  board  the  Teign- 
raoatfa  by  a  box  of  fixed  ammunition 
being  blown  up  ou  the  quarter  deck — 
which  set  fire  to  the  after  part  of  the 
ship  and  burnt  severely  the  men  whose 
names  are  inserted  in  the  margin.* 
From  thts  unlucky  circumstance^  I 
was  obliged  to  haul  off  from  the  ene- 
•  my  ^^  extinguish  the  fire,  and  put  the 
ship  in  a  fit  state  to  renew  the  action, 
which  we  accomplished  by  half  past 
six  P.  M.  for  our  braces,  hairlines, 
most  of  the  running  rigging,  with  a 
part  of  the  standing  rigging,  was  shot 
away ;  the  enemy  taking  this  advan- 
tage and  making  every  effort  in  her 
power  to  escape,  by  standing  back  to 
the  eastward  with  what  sail  she  could 
carry. — At  half  past  six  bore  up  again 
in  ciiaae,  when,  owing  to  the  thickness 
of  the  haze  and  darkness  of  the  night, 
we  lost  sight  of  her  about  twd  A.  M. 
the  following  morning}  having  ob« 
served  about  this  time  she  altered  her 
bearings  quickly  from  S.  E.  b.  S.  toN.  E. 
by  £.  led  me  to  suppose  she  was  ou  the 
other  tack,I  tacked  accordingly ,but  have 
since  every  reason  to  suppose  we  lost 
sight  of  her  owing  to  her  having  bore 
np  for  the  Keshma  channel,  instead 
of  having  tacked,  as  we  had,  in  nine 
fathoms  sand  upon  the  tail  of  the  bank 
that  forms  the  west-side  of  the  Keshma 
channel. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  officers, 
soldiers,  seapoys^  and  'European  sea- 
men under  my  command  behaved 
themselves  much  to  my  satisfaction, 
and  I  feel  myself  much  indebted  to 
lieutenants  Stewart  and  Blacker,  who 
aided  during  the  whole  of  the  action 
at  the  great  guns  and  small  arms,  and 
animated  the  crew  by  their  good  ex- 
ample and  activity,  and  I  am  confident, 
had  not  the  afore-mentioned  unlucky 
circumstaace  taken  place,  that  she,  in 
a  very  few  minutes  more,  must  have 
been  our  prize,  as  the  state  of  the 
enemy  was  a  deplorable  one  ;  her  fore 
topsail  yard,  main  yard  arm,  sprit* 
sail  yard  and  jib  boom  were  shot  away, 
her  hull  much  shattered,  and  her  sails 
full  of  shot  boles. — I  think  her  loss  in 


men  most  also  have  been  considerable; 
she  had  eight  folding  ports  of  a  side, 
and  two  large  bridle  ports  without  a 
head,  and  full  of  small  armed  men  who 
kept  up  an  incessant  and  smart  fire  of 
musquetry. 

I  have  to  lament  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  action  lieutenant  Stewart 
received  a  wound  in  the  joint  of  his 
right  arm,  and  has  suffered  considerably 
in  consequence;  his  aim  was  ampu- 
tated at  Muscat  by  the  surgeon  of  H. 
M.  ship,  Caroline,  and  there  is  great 
hopes  now  of  his  doing  well ;  lieutenant 
Arrow,  who  ably  Assisted  me  on  the 
quarter  deck,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  also 
wounded  under  the  collar  bone,  but 
not  dangerously.  The  following  is  a 
correct  return  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed, exclusive  of  the  burnt,  viz. 

John  Mathews  Cofrey,  killed ;  lieu- 
tenant Josiah  Stewart,  badly  wounded  $ 
lieutenant  William  Arrow,  ditto  5  Wil» 
liam  Salter  Calker,  ditto  ^n  the  arm  ; 
Thos.  Barrow,  quarter-master,  slightly 
ia  the  eye;  Stephen  Christin,  ditto 
badly  in  the  arm ;  James  Norman, 
seamen,  ditto  in  the  shoulder;  Wil- 
liam Boatright,  ditto  in  the  back;  Wil- 
liam Wilson,  ditto  in  the  arm ;  Wil- 
liam Jones,  ditto  in  the  eye,  (lost) ; 
Arem  Chinese,  in  the  back ;  Assam, 
ditto  in  the  eye;  Urgee,  1st  lieute- 
nant's servant,  in  the  side ;  corporal 
Whitley,  artillery,  in  the  neck ;  Pa- 
trick Green,  in  the  thigh,  and  burnt ; 
Serjeant  Moran,  (slightly)  since  re- 
covered ;  Richard  Allen,  (steward) 
slightly;  Lewis  Alves,  seaman,  ditto; 
Siephen  Jefferson,  ditto  bruised  ;  Pat. 
Brien,  private  artillery  wounded,  since 
dead  ;  Rich.  HoUiday,  ditto,  slightly 
wounded;  James  Willes,  ditto,  ditto; 
captain's  servant,  ditto,  ditto  ;  Bappoo 
servant,  (bruised)  since  recovered. 
(True  extract.) 

W.  J.  Hamilton, 

Assistant. 

General  orders  by  his  excellency  ike 

viceroy  and  captain  g^eral  of  iht 

Portuguese  possesions  in  Asia, 

Head-quarters,  Palace  Panjeem,l6di 

August. —  On    the  departure  of   his 

Britannic  majesty's  t^tfa  regiment  froo 
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iGoa,  his  excellency  the  viceroy^  and 
captain  gen.  of  the  Pin-tuguese  in  In- 
dia, avails  himself  of  the  opportunity 
to  express  his  sentiments  of  praise  and 
admiration  of  the  regular  order  and 
conduct  which  lieutenant-colonel  Fra- 
aer,  the  officers  and  soldiers  of,  that 
regiment,  have  so  honourably  observed 
during  a  period  of  upwards  of  three 
years,  during  which  they  have  been 
employed  in  the  territories  subject  to, 
bis  authority,  so  highly  creditable  to 
the  discipline  of  the  corps. 

His  excellency  the  viceroy  will 
never  forget  the  invariable  harmony 
which  has  always  subsisted  between 
the  subjects  of  his  royal  highness  the 
pfince  regent  of  Portugal,  and  ail  ranks 
of  his  Britannic  majesty's  86th  regi- 
ment. 

Finally,  his  excellency  the  viceroy 
sincerely  hopes  that  his  Britannic 
majesty's  86th  regiment  (whose  re- 
membrance will  always  be  grateful  to 
him)  may  continue  to  acquire,  in  what- 
ever part  of  the  world  their  services 
may  be  called  for,  glorious  claims  on 
the  rewards  of  their  sovereign,  and  on 
the  aduiiraiion  of  their  country. 

^fter  station  orders. 
Cabo,  Aug.  16. — In  publishing  to 
the  Britinh  troops  at  this  station,  the 
above  general  orders^  from  the  vice- 
roy of  our  oldest  allies,  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Adams  has  only  to  add  that  his 
pwn  wishes  and  thanks  accompany 
those  so  forcibly  expressed  by  his  ex- 
cellency. 

Bengal' 
Occurrences  J  or  September. 

Loss  of  the  Ardaseer, 
Sept.  15th. — On  Wednesday  night, 
the  I3th  instant,  about  half  past  ten, 
the  first  alarm  of  fire  was  communica- 
ted by  a  seacunnie  to  Mr.  Kempt, 
phief  officer  of  the  Ardaseer,  who, 
coming  upon  deck,  observed  the  smoke 
ascending  in  great  columns  from  all 
the  hatch-ways. 

The  night  was  excessively  dark,  and 
Mr.  Kempt,  with  a  presence  of  mind 
ipt  commoQ  ou  such  distressing  occa? 


sions,  immediately  hailed  all  tlie  ships 
around  him,  viz.  the  cruizer,  Tei^tPi 
mouth,  which  was  laying  clo^e  u.  the 
Ardaseer,  and  his  majesty's  fihip,  Ipbi- 
genfa,  &c.  and  at  the  same  time  stni 
the  2d  officer,  Mr.  Askwith,  on  shore 
to  acquaint  the  captain  with  ihe  state 
of  the  shtp. — during  this  time,  and  be- 
fore any  , assistance  was  derived,  the 
fire  was  spreading  very  quick  near  the 
main  hatch-way,  and  the  gun-deck  full 
of  thick  black  smoi- e.  Immediate  pre- 
paration's had  seemingly  been  making 
in  the  fleet  to  reixler  ill  requisite  assis- 
tance, ai  in  the  course  of  ten  niinuies 
after  the  general  alarm  by  Mr.  Kempt, 
considerable  aid  was  derived  by  the  ar- 
rival of  men  from  the  Iphigenia,  Teign- 
mouth,  and  Chiffone  ;  captain  Wain- 
wright  of  the  latter  attended  in  person 
with  100  men,  and  brought  a  season- 
able supply  of  buckets,  with  an  engine, 
which  were  all  set  to  work  with  ala- 
crity. Captain  W.  on  learning  thai  the 
lire  had  made  such  a  rapid  progress, 
advised  five  augur  holes  to  be  bored  as 
close  to  the  water  as  possible.  The 
crew  of  the  Ardaseer  had  been  roused 
to  their  dpty,  and  efibrts  were  making 
by  every  one  to  keep  the  fire  underj  be* 
fore  midnight  captain  Riddock  had  ar- 
rived on  board,  and  brought  with  him  a 
large  engine  from  the  shore,  which 
was  aUo  set  to  work  with  great  spirit, 
and  in  order  that  its  efl^ects  might  be 
received  with  more  advantage,  the 
gun-deck  was  scuttled  in  3  different 
places, '  and  which  for  a  time  was  at- 
tended with  benefit. 

The  fire,  however,  notwithstanding 
all  these  strenuous  exertions,  increased, 
and  the  sudden  bursts  of  flame,  which 
issued  out  of  the  hold,  together  with 
the  quantity  of  smoke,  rendered  it 
difficult  to  continue  those  exertions  in 
the  same  degree  with  which  they  had 
commenced. — A  little  after  twelve  at 
midnight,  Mr.Money,8uperintenden  tof 
marine,  captain  Margotty,  roaster  at- 
tendant, and  Mr.  Mack,  his  first  assist- 
ant, made  their  appearance  on  board, 
to  render  all  the  assistance  in  their 
power.  The  engines  had  now  been 
playing  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
notwimstanding  the  quantity  of  water 
derived  from  this  source^  and  the  band 
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bockets,  and  every  otherroethod  deris- 
ed  to  keep  ibe  fire  under,  it  was  foond 
that  this  destructive  element  still  gain- 
ed ground ;  and  as  all  fiirtber  exertion 
in  this  way  could  be  of  no  avail>  it  was 
resolvedj  upon  the  consultation  of  cap- 
tain Wainwright,  Mr  Money,  the 
master,  attendant,  and  captain  Riddock, 
that  the  ship  should  be  instantly  scut- 
tled, which  resolution  was  immediately 
carried  into  execution  by  the  carpenters 
of  the  Iphigenia  and  Chiffone,  as  the 
last  resort  for  saving  any  part  of  the 
ship  or  cargo.  The  cuns  were  accor- 
dingly brought  over  to  starboard,  and 
the  stream  and  spare  anchors  cut  away 
from  the  larboard  side  in  order  to  faci- 
litate this  service  and  admit  a  ready 
flow  of  water.  During  the  time  these 
operations  were  going  forward  the 
master  attendant,  with  much  diligence, 
laid  a  hawser  out  to  check  the  ship  in 
shore,  and  prevent  her  sinking  in  deep 
water.  At  gun-fire  captain  Wain- 
wright with  his  men  left  the  ship  5  and 
at  the  same  time  Mr.  Money,  whose 
anxiety  to  preserve  her  valuable  remains 
had  been  conspicuous  throughout,  sent 
on  shore  for  the  master  builder  and  a 
gang  of  carpenters  to  scuttle  her  if 
possible ;  at  five  in  the  morning  the 
buckets  and  engine,  belonging  to  the 
master  attendant,  were  also  sent  for  and 
immediately  set  to  work.  The  people 
were  now  all  engaged  in  throwing  and 
starting  water  down  the  hatchway,  the 
effects  of  which,  together  with  the  be- 
nefit derived  from  scuttling,  were  per- 
ceptible, as  the  ship  was  gradually 
sinking.  The  fire  had  not  so  early  as  six 
in  the  morning  made  any  visible  havoc, 
nor  had  the  flames  appeared  to  such 
an  extent  as  might  have  been  supposed, 
from  the  length  of  time  she  had  been 
under  its  influence.  At  seven,  how- 
ever, another  spectacle  presented  itself; 
the  flames,  accompanied  u  tth  a  black 
and  suflbcating  smoke,  sr.iUfenly  burst 
up  the  fore  and  main  hatchways,  and 
the  upper  and  gun-decks  were  a  short 
time  afterwards  in  a  complete  blaze; 
and  yet,  during  this  critical  time,  such 
was  the  zeaF  manifested  by  the  officers 
of  the  ship,  that  when  the  crew  had 
abandoned  her  from  absolute  terror, 
these  young  men^  considering  it  ad* 


▼isable  to  cut  away  firom  the  small 
bower  and  mooring  chains  to  prevent 
her  from  settling  upon  that  anchor, 
instantly  performed  this  tervice  with 
much  activity  and  judgment. 
'  The  ship  was  now  towed  in  shore, 
and  at  half  past  eight  she  presented  a 
most  terrific  and  awful  appearance. 
At  this  hour  the  fire  communicated 
to  the  rigging,  which  had  been  newly 
tarred,  and  the  deck  being  in  a  blaze, 
fore  and  aft,  the  scene  was  grand  'be- 
yond description.  In  the  contempla- 
tion of  this  solemn  spectacle,  the 
crowd;  who  had  gathered  upon  .the 
wharf,  and  all  the  adjacept  places,  from 
whence  a  sight  could  be  obtained, 
seemed  as  if  to  sympathise  in  the  loss 
of  that  ill-fated  ship ;  every  one  pre- 
sent, who  witnessed  the  destruction  of 
this  noble  piece  of  architecture,  were  . 
put  in  mind  of  the  sudden  change  in 
her  destiny  j  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours  this  revolution  had  been  pro- 
duced ;  removed  from  her  high  seat, 
where  she  floated  with  an  honest  pride 
upon  the  bosom  ot  the  gentle  waves, 
down  to  the  lowest  state  of  humilia- 
tion at  the  bottom  of  the  sea. 

Bombay 
Occurrences  for  October. 

General  orders  hy  the  honouraik  th^ 
governor  in  cmincU, 
Bombay  Castle,  October  2. — It  is 
not  without  considerable,  and  very  sin- 
cere, sentiments  of  concern,  that  the 
governor  in  council  sees  himself  on 
the  eve  of  being  deprived  of  the  able 
and  very  grateful  co-operation  and 
assistance,  which,  for  the  two  years 
past,  government  have  not  ceased  to 
derive  from  the  military  experience, 
professional  talents,  and  cordiality  of 
manners,  so  conspicuously  manifested, 
during  th6  latter  period  of  major-gene- 
'  ral  Jones's  holding  the  chief  command 
of  this  army ;  such  as  will  not  fa'd  to 
be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  ho- 
nourable the  court  of  directors,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  favourable  benttments 
which  the  governor  in  council  ha* 
already  had  more  than  once  occasii 
to  express  of  the  uniformly  acceptab 
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eoainent  services  which  the  general  has 
reodered  to  the  honourable  compaoy, 
apd  his  country,  during  the  period  of 
his 'extended  nailitary  career  in  India. 

ITnd  r  these  impressions;  the  request 
of  major 'general  Jones  to  proceed  to 
England,  on  the  Taunton  Castle,  is 
complied  with  ;  at  the  same  time  that, 
should  that  ship  be  ultimately  ordered- 
to  join  the  Madras  convoy  at  Point  de 
Galle,  general  Joiies  will,,  in  due  at- 
tention to  his  rank,  and  deference  to 
his  professional  merits,  be  allowed  to 
retain  the  command  till  the  ship^s  lead- 
ing, or  passing,  that  station. 

Major-general  Jones's  farewell  orders 
to  the  Bombay  army. 

In  a  period  of  near  forty  years  in 
the  honourable  company's  service  on 
the  Bombay  establishment,  major- 
general  Jones  has  had  opportunities, 
most  ample,  to  ascertain  the  character 
and  conduct  of  the  Bombay  army,  and 
from  experience  in  every  rank  in  the 
service,  he  is  enabled  -to  declare,  with 
the  most  sincere  and  hear t-feh -gratifi- 
cation, it  has  been  uniformly  most 
honourable. 

In  the  field  it  has  been  gallant  and 
brave,  and  patient  in  fatigue  and  hard- 
ships, that  reflects  the  highest  merit 
on  the  army  as  soldiers. 

In  garrison  the  army  has  been  zea- 
lously active  and  obedient,  truly  loyal 
to  their  king  and  coudtry,  possessing  a 
stem  fidelity  thathas  never  been  shaken, 
all  of  which  qualifications  combine  to 
make  them  worthy  of  the  highest  com- 
mendattoo,  as  soldiers,  as  men,  and 
citizens. 

With  these  sentiments  of  sincere 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  officers 
and  men,  major-general  Jones  takes 
leave  of  the  Bombay  army,  and  while 
it  will  be  his  duty  to  communiicate  his 
opinion  of  their  well-earned  and  well- 
established  merits  before  his  superiors, 
be  begs  leave  to  assure  them,  it  will 
ever  be  his  pride  and  bis  pleasure  to 
uphold  their  good  name,  and  they  will 
ever  have  his  warmest  wishes  and  sup- 
port, on  every  occasion,  where  their 
interests  and  welfare  are  mider  con- 
sideration. 


OcTOBBR  14. — The  Echo  Schooner, 
which  put  back  from  the  fleet  pro.^eed- 
ing  to  the  Gulph,  brings  a  confirna- 
tion  of  the  melancholy  intelligence  of 
the  loss  of  the  Strumbolo,  bomb-ves- 
sel. 

The  commander,  lieutenant  Hall,  and 
1 6  persons  only  "  were  saved  by  the 
Mornington  5  the  remainder  of  the 
people  on  board  met  with  a  melancholy 
fate. 

Information  has  been  received,  that 
his  majesty's  ship.  Caroling,  captain 
Crordon,  who  has  been  some  time  past 
cruizing  in  the  Gulph;  fell  in  with  27 
0f(  those  piratical  dows,  that  have  ren- 
dered so  dangerous  tlie  navigation  in 
that  quarter. — A  boat  from,  the  Caro- 
line was  manned,  and  dispatched,  un- 
der the  command  of  lieutenant  Wood, 
who,  with  great  gallantry,  boarded 
one  of  the  vessels  and  finally  carried 
her. 

The  pirates  made  a  desperate  resist- 
ance, but  nothing  could  withstand  the 
impetuosity  and  valour  of  English  sea- 
men— 14  of  these  ferocious  villains, 
being  severely  wounded,  were  taken 
prisoners,  those  that  were  unhurt  leap- 
ed overboard  and  escaped-*-tbe  injury 
sustained  by  the  boat's  crew  was  trifling, 
a  seaman  only  being  wounded. 

General  orders. 
October  20. — ^The  departure  c^ma- 
jor-generd  Jones^  under  date  the  l6th 
instant,  on  his  passage  to  £ngland  on 
the  Taunton  Castle,  leaving  vacant  the 
office  of  commanding  officer  of  the 
forces,  the  honourable  the  governor 
in  council  is  pleased  to  appoint  majcv 
general  Forbes  Champaign^  the  next 
senior  officer  on  the  staff  to  that  situa- 
tion. 

The  promotion  of  major  general 
Champaign^  vacating  the  command  of 
the  subsidiary  force  serving  with  his 
highness  tlie  Pelshwa,  that  duty  is  to  be 
performed  by  the  next  senior  officer 
with  the  force,  to  whom  the  major 
general  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  over 
the  Ic  ^l  command  aecordingly. 

OcTOBBR  28.— On  Thursday  morn- 
ing N.  H.  Smith  £sq.  accompanied  by 
Ueutenant  Pottm^^^  Jf^lor,  «d 
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Mr.   Hall,    assistant-surgeon,    landt-d^  and  formed  aline  from  the  dock-yard 
from  the  H.  C.   cruizer,  Benares^  at    to  the  govern njent-house. 


the  dock  head,  on  his  return  from  an 
emtiaysy  to  Scind.  An  appropriate 
salute  was  fired  on  this  otcusiim.— 
Mr.  ElliH,  who  acc6mpanied  Mr.  South 
on  bis  embassy,  is  returning  on  board 
another  vessel,  which  is  conveying  a 
Native  envoy  10  :bis  presidency. 

Bombay 
Occurrences  for  November. 

November  18. — Intelligence  has 
been  receivecl  of  the  Joss  of  the  shi,  , 
Lovely  Hanuajee,  captain  Hender- 
son, OP  her  voyage  from  '  engai  »o 
Bombay.  On  the  night  of  the  4ih 
Octob<  r  last,  she  struck  on  the  litile 
basses,  and  very  soon  afterwards  fell  in 
two.  Cjptain  Henderwn,  with  three 
Europeans  and  twenty-five  lascars, 
made  their  escape  in  the  long  \>OAt, 
and  landed  at  Batacaiuo  ou  the  8th 
October. 

The  jolly  boat  being  dashed  to 
pieces,  captain  Henderson  vtas  obli- 
ged to  leave  twenty-one  ot  his  lascars 
oo  the  wreck. 

The  long  boat  would  have  accom- 
modated ten  or  twelve  more  men,  but 
they  recused  to  go,  allured,  as  is  sup- 
posed, with  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
carry  off  with  them,  on  pieces  of  the 
wreck,  some  of  the  valuable  piece  goods 
with  which  the  ship  was  laden. 

Mr.  Simons,  cojiector  of  Batacaloo, 
dispatched  his  own  boat,  and  a  larger 
one  t>elonging  to  the  Moodeliar,  to 
the  wreck,  in  hopes  of  savmg  the  re- 
mainder of  the  crew. 

The  Ix)vely  Hannajee  with  her  car- 
go is  estimated  to  have  been  worth 
nearly  three  lacks  of  rupees,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  about  50,000 
mpees  insured  by  private  underwritert 
ID  Bombay,  is  all  insured  at  Calcutta. 

Nov.  23.— On  Thursday  H.  M.'s 
ship,  Russell,  capt.Caultield,  having  the 
flag  of  his  excellency  rear  admiral  Drury 
on  board,  anchored  ia  the  harbour. 

Yesterday  morning  his  excellency 
rear  admiral  Drury  landed  at  the  dock 
head  under  an  appropriate  salute. 
Th«  frnnns  in  crarriaon  were  drawn  UD. 


Oil  the  same  day  major  -^nenl 
Abercrombie  landed  at  (he  dock  head 
under  an  appra|:r.ate   salute 

To  FranviflVnTden^iisq  chief  tec.  to  ^o* 
vernm  nt,  tonlay.  St.  Haul  u  hUt/ 
Bourbon,  2y'fi  Septt^mfet ,  ib02. 
SiB, — My  letter  of  the  lOih  mutant, 
with  itii  enclosur:*H,  from  commodore 
Rowley,  will  have  prepared  jIk?  ho- 
nourable the  governor  in  ciiuiunl  for  a 
detailed  account  of  our  operatiout 
since  that  period,  and  whit  h.  ui  juntice 
to  the  steadiness,  bravery,  rnd  good 
conduct  of  his  majesty's  and  the  ho- 
nourable company's  troops,  I  feel  it 
n)>  duty  loenier  mto minutely,  tru^iting 
that  the  names  of  those  exctlknt 
othcers,  whom  it  has  been  m>  pe-  uliar' 
good  fortune  to  have  had  he  noj  or 
to  command,  may  be  notictd  in  p  >• 
portion  to  the  great  national  service 
which  they  have  performed,  and  the 
honour  aci^ui red  by  hi^  Maj-  i\N  uid 
the  honourable  c«m I )any*)>  forces,  in  an 
attack  upon  the  town,  bafteries,  posts, 
a:)d  shipping  of  St.  Faurs. 

2d — His  Majesty's  ships,  La  Ne- 
reide  and  Otter,  and  honourable  cfjin- 
pany'ji cruiser.  Wasp,  with  3()0  officers 
and  men,  which  weie  embarked  on 
the  lOih  instants  at  Fort  Duncan, 
island  ot  Roderignes,  arri\ed  off  Port 
Louis,  isle  ot  France,  on  the  evening 
of  the  18<h,  and  joined  bis  majesty's 
ships,  liaisonable,  commrxlore  RowJey, 
and  Sirius,  early  the  next  morning. 
The  lyth,  the  seamen  and  troops, 
destined  lOr  the  attack,  amounting  to 
six  hundred  and  four,  were,  according 
to  an  arrangmeut  made  by  captain 
Corbet,  and  approved  by  the  commo- 
dore, put  on  board  the  La  Nereide, 
and  tow^ds  evening  the  squadron 
stood  off  for  the  isle  of  Bourbon.  On 
the  morning  of  the  20tb,  being  off  tbo 
east  end  of  the  island,  the  orders,  of 
uhichNo.  2  is  a  copy,  wer^  issued, 
which,  with  the  plan  of  attack,  were 
given  and  explained  to  the  officers  in  . 
charge  of  columns. 

3d.— At  five  o'clock,  A.  M.  on  the 
21st  instant,  the  troops  were  disea 
barked  to  the  southward  of  PoiDt«< 
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Calotte,  seven  miles  from  St.  Paurs, 
and  immediately  commenced  a  forced 
march '^vith  a  view  of  crossing  the 
causeway  that  extends  over  the  lake, 
before  the  enemy  could  discover  our 
debarkation,  or  approach  to  the  town, 
which  we  were  fortunate  enough  to 
effect ;  nor  had  they  time  to  form  in 
any  fbrce  until  we  had  passed  this 
strongest  position;  by  seven  o'clock  we 
were  in  possession  of  the  first  and  se- 
cond batteries,  Lamboucerc  and  La 
Centiere,  when  captain  Willoughby,  of 
the  royal  navy,  who  commanded  a 
detachment  of  about  100  seamen  on 
shore,  and  to  whose  teal,  activity,  and 
exertions,  I  feel  much  indebted,  im- 
mediately turned  the  guns  upon  the 
enemy's  shipping,  from  whose  fire, 
which  was  chiefly  grape,  and  well-di- 
rected, within  pistol  snot  of  the  shore, 
we  suffered  much,  being  necessarily 
exposed  to  It  during  our  movements 
npon  the  beach  and  through  the  town. 
From  the  battery.  La  Centiere,  captain 
Imlack  was  detached  with  the  2d 
column,  composed  of  142  of  the  2d 
battalion  of  the  2d  regiment  of  Bom- 
bay Native  infantry,  and  12  Europeans, 
to  take  possession  of  the  3d,  or  battery 
Ija  Neuf,  deserted  by  the  enemy.  On 
his  way  there  he  fell  in  with  and  was 
opposed  by  the  entire  force  of  the 
French,  who  had  concentrated,  and 
taken  op  a  very  strong  position  behind 
a  stone  wall,  with  eight  brass  field 
pieces,  six  pounders,  upon  their  fianks. 
This  post  was  instantly  charged  in 
the  most  gallant  manner  by  that  ofBcer 
and  his  menj  the  enemy,  however, 
maintained  their  position,  and  captain 
Hanna  of  the  56th  regiment  was  or- 
dered to  proceed,  with  the  3d  column, 
to  his  support,  who  charged  and  took 
two  of  the  enemy's  guns.  The  action 
DOW  became  warm,  but  never  doubt- 
ful. The  enemy,  being  reinforced 
from  the  hills  and  having  also  received 
one  hundred  and  ten  troops  of  the  line, 
frr.m  the  Frenoli  frigate,  La  Caroline, 
and  the  squadron  not  being  able  to 
staiKl  ip  to  support  us,  our  movements 
being  endangered  by  their  fire,  except 
at  intervals,  which  they  always  took  ad- 
vantage of,  capt.  Willoughby  was  di- 


rected to  spike  the  guns  of  Lamboncere 
and  La  Centiere,  and  with  the  seamen 
to  man  the  third  battery.  La  Nenf, 
continuing  to  fire  upon  their  shipping : 
by  this  arrangement  captain  Forbes, 
who  with  the  reserve  had  covered  those 
batteries,  was  enabled  to  advance 
against  the  enemy,  who,  after  an  ho- 
nourable resistance,  were  compelled  to 
give  way,  their  remaining  guns  being 
carried  by  that  excellent  officer.  A 
sufficient  number  of  men  were  ordered 
to  act  as  light  troops  and  to  pursue  the 
enemy,  whilst  the  3d  column,  with  a 
part  of  the  reserve,  advanced  against  the 
4th  and  5ih  batteries.  La  Piere  and  La 
Caserne,  which  fell  into  our  hands, 
without  op|)osition,  and  whose  entire 
fire  was  immediately  directed  against 
the  enemy's  shipping.  By  half-past 
eight  o'clock  the  town,  batteries,  ma- 
gazines, eight  brass  field  pieces,  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  new  and  heavy 
iron  guns  of  difiFerent  calibres,  and  all 
the  public  stores,  were  in  our  posses* 
sion,  with  several  prisoners.  The  in* 
stant  the  squadron  perceived  that  the 
object  Jn  landing  had  succeeded,  and 
that  they  could  with  safety  to  the  troops 
effectually  stand  in,  they  immediately 
anchored  close  to  the  enemy's  shipping, 
which,  after  a  short  firing,  surrendered. 
The  entire  of  the  batteries  being  de- 
stroyed, and  the  town  completely  com- 
manded by  our  squadron,  the  troops 
were  re-embarked  by  8  o'clock  the 
same  evening. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  annex 
a  return  of  shipping,  guns,  and  stores, 
taken  and  destroyed  upon  this  occa- 
sion. I  have  also  the  honour  to  inclose 
a  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  ;  and  though  our  loss  has  been 
severe,  it  is  not  equal  to  what  might 
have  been  expected,  from  the  nature 
of  the  attack,  position,  and  strength  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  number  of  guns  to 
which  our  little  force  was  exposed  at 
different  times  during  the  morning. 

To  the  judicious  arrangements  of 
/  Commodore  Rowley,  the  cordial  co- 
operation and  support  of  the  rest  <^ 
the  officers  of  his  Majesty's  Navy,  and 
the  personal  exertions  and  assistance  of 
capt.  Corbet  in    landing    the    entire 
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force  from  his  Majestj't  ship^  La  Ne- 
reide,  I  impnte  ihe  happy  terminfltion 
and  ultimate  success  of  this  enterprise. 

On  the  22d,  late  in  the  evening,  the 
enemy  appeared  in  one  force  upon  the 
hills«and  a  heavy  column  was  observed 
advancing  from  St.  Dennis,  which  I 
since  understand  to  have  been  under 
the  imo^ediate  command  of  general 
Des  Bruslys.  ll)e  commodore  and 
myself  now  agreed  upon  the  propriety 
of  landing  a  sufficient  force  to  destroy 
all  public  property,  and  accordingly  the 
marines,  with  a  few  sailors,  under  cap- 
tain Willoughby,  were  ordered  upon 
the  service ;  when  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  again  witnessing  the  steadiness 
and  good  conduct  of  the  seamen  and 
royal  marines,  who  efiectually  burnt  an 
extensive  government  store  of  consider- 
able value  :  the  remaining  stores  were 
only  saved  from  some  doubt  existing 
respecting  their  being  public  property. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  the  en- 
tire force  was  put  in  boats  to  r^-land 
and  attack  the  enemy,  whose  retreat  to 
St.  Dennis,  however,  during  the  night, 
prevented  the  necessity  of  any  further 
debarkation;  The  commandant,  St. 
Micbiel,  being  disposed  to  enter  into 
negotiations,  with  the  concurrence  of 
comoiodofe  Rowley,  the  preliminary 
articles  were  drawn  up,  a  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed,  and  the  comman- 
dant accompanying  me  on  board  his 
Majesty's  ship,  Raiaonable,  they  were 
Binned,  subject  to  the  confirmation  or 
rejection  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
general  Des  Bruslys.  On  the  24tb,  all 
the  remaining  public  stores  were  deli- 
vered over  by  the  head  of  the  police, 
and  fatigue  parties  from  the  squadron 
and  troops  were  ordered  to  embark 
them  on  board  the  honourable  com- 
pany's recaptured  ship,  Streatham, 
which  together  with  the  Europe  were 
'  placed  under  the  orders  of  their  former 
conmianders. 

From  the  25th  to  the  28th  the 
whole  of  the  guns,  8cc.  were  finally  de- 
stroyed. Our  guards  continuing  to 
mount  regularly  in  the  town  for  the 
protection  of  the  inhabitants  and  their 
prcSperly,  The  frigate.  La  Caroline, 
with  the  other  ^pping,  are  making 
every  possible  preparation  for  sea,  and 


it  is  hoped  that  all  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements will  be  made  for  the  troopa 
returning  to  Rodengues  by  the  2d 
of  next  mdnth. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  dispatch 
without  mentioning  the  obligations 
I  am  under  to  lieutenant  Remon,  of 
the  Bombay  engineer*,  through  whose 
exertions  I  was  enabled  to  give  a  plan 
of  attack  to  the  officers  in  command  of 
columns,  and  who,  upon  the  entire  of 
this  service  has  been  zealous  and  inde- 
£itigable«  I  beg  also  to  notice  the 
exertions  of  ensign  Pearce,  of  the  56th 
regiment,  who,  being  attached  to  my 
personal  staff,  has  rendered  me  the 
most  essential  services. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedt.  humble  senrt. 
H.  S.  Keating, 
Lieut.-col.  commandg. 
(A  true  co{^.) 

M.  S.  Keativo, 
Lieut. -col.  commandg. 
Watch-word  of  the  ni^t,— ^Forward. 

On  board  his  majesty's  ship.  La 
Nereide,  Sept.  20th. — ^The  object  of 
this  descent  upon  the  town  of  St. 
Paul  is  to  secure  the  batteries,  and 
compel  the  enemy's  shipping  to  sur* 
render  to  his  majesty's  navy. 

llie  force,  destined  for  thi^  attack 
must  necessarily,  from  the  position  of 
the  batteries,  be  formed  into  three 
columns. 

1st.  The  reserve,  composed  of  80 
men  of  the  pompadours,  and  80  of  the 
royal  marines  belonging  to  his  majesty's 
shipsjRaisooable  and  La  Nereide,  under 
the  command  of  captain  Forbes. 

2d  column,  composed  of  the  detail 
of  the  2d  battalion  of  the  2d  regiment 
of  Bombay  Native  infantry,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Imlack. 

3d.  The  centre  column,  composed  of 
100  sailors,  under  captain  Willoughby 
of  the  royal  navy,  and  the  rema'mder  of 
the  pompadours,  and  marines,  under 
capt.  Hanna.  Lieut.-coL  Keating  will 
first  land  with  the  reserve  to  cover  the 
debarkation  of  the  other  two  columns, 
which,  on  landing,  are  immediately  to 
commence  their  march  in  the  following 
order,  and  with  the  strictest  silence. 
The  reserve  is  to  proceed  by  tha  ror 
leading  to  St.  Paul's^  until  it  passes  ti 
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bridge  over  the  lake, when  it  is  ta  change 
its  rout  lo  the  left,  and  take  possession 
of  the  barracks,  the  eight  brass  field 
pieces,  which  are  in  front  of  the  build- 
ings, and  secure  the  second  in  com- 
mand, with  the  other  prisoners ;  after 
performing  this  duty  the  reserve  is  to 
proceed  to  the  second  batterj  on  the  left 
named  upon  the  plan  of  attack  (a  copy 
of  which  is  given  to  the  officers  in  com- 
mand of  columns)  La  Pierre,  after  de- 
stroying the  guns  and  blowing  up  the 
magazine,  the  reserve  is  to  proceed  to 
Li  Centiere,  where  it  will  receive  fur- 
ther orders  from  ihe  conunanding  offi- 
cer. 

The  2d  column,  after  passing  the  river 
Calotte,  U  to  proceed  along  the  sea  side, 
until  it  reaches  the  rivulet  that  runs 
from  the  lake  into  the  bay.  Capt.  Im- 
lack  will  here  be  very  particular  in  di- 
recting his  men  to  the  left  towards  the 
lake,  up  the  bed  of  the  rivulet,  until  he 
passes  the  right  flank  of  the  battery, 
he  will  then  more  out  to  the  right  and 
form  towards  the  sea,  which  will  bring 
him  opposite  to,  and  within  pistol  shot 
of  the  rear  of  the  battery  Lamboucere, 
which,  being  open  to  the  land,  he  will 
immediately  take  possession  of,  spike 
the  guns,  and  then  proceed  to  the  bat* 
tery  La  Centiere,  where  he  will  receive 
further  directions  from  the  command* 
ing  officer. 

Lieut.-col.Keating  will  proceed  with 
the  3d  column  dh-ect  upon  the  battery. 
La  Centiere,  which  is  considered  the 
main  post  5  and  a  force  will  be  detached 
from  hence  to  take  possession  of  the 
battery.  La  Neuf. 

These  orders  are  intended  in  the 
event  of  our  debarkation  uot  being  im- 
mediately discovered,  but  should  the 
enemy  have  time  to  form,  which  is  tm 
be  expected,  the  commanding  officer 
will  give  such  other  necessary  orders  in 
person,  according  to  their  position, 
itmngth  of  ground  and  numbers,  as 
may  most  tend  to  ensure  the  object  of 
attack. 

The  batteries  are  all  supposed  open 
to  the  land,  the  only  thing,  therefore,  the 
officers  and  men  have  to  guard  against, 
are  some  long  iron  spikes,  commonly 
called  crows*  feet,  which  are  placed 
father  thick  for  the  defeoM  of  the  rear 


of  the  batteries.  The  men  are  on  no 
account  to  load  until  ordered  ;  ever/ 
thing  is  to  be  carried  by  the  t^yooet, 
which  has  never  been  known  to  fail 
when  directed  by  Englishmen.  The 
men  to  land  ^ith  one  day's  prori- 
sions  ready  cooked. 

(Signed)  *     H.  S.  K bating. 

Lieutenant-col.  comg. 
A  true  copy. 

C.  H.J.  Pbakcb^ 
Act.-major  of  brigade. 

List  of  ships  and  vessels  captured  astd 
destroyed  in  the  road  of  Sl  Pami^ 
isle  of  Bourbon,  the  2 1st  SepUmhtr, 
I8O9. 

CAPTURED  MBK  OF  WAR. 

La  Caroline,  frigate,  3^  men,  46 
guns,  28  long  18-pounders,  10  loc^ 
S-poonders,  8  carronades. 

Graplerbrig,  11  guns,  6  carronades, 
18-pounders,  mounted,  5  long  6-poQii- 
ders  in  the  hold. 

CAPTUR£D    MERCHANTMBN. 

Streatham,  30  guns,  81 9  tons,  laden 
partly  with  salt*petre,  the  rest  of  the 
cargo  landed. 

£urope,  26  gems,  620  tons,  laden 
partly  with  salt^petre  the  rest  of  the 
cargo  landed. 

Fanny,  2  guns,  150  tons,  a  littk 
rice  and  Indian  con^ 

Tres  Amis^  60  tons,  slaves  and  rice. 

La  Creole,  60  tons,  t>allast. 

DB8TR0Y£I>. 

Names  unknown.      Three   diasee 
marees,  one  ship  burnt  on  the  stocks. 
(Signed)        J.  Rowlby, 
A  true  copy. 

H.  S.  ICbatiho, 
Lieut.-col.  Goii^. 

Return  of  guns,  ammumtion,  tf  c.  Isfe. 
taken  and  destroyed  at  port  St. 
Pauts,  island  of  Bourbon,  by  his 
Britannic  mc^esty*s  squadron,  under 
the  command  of  commodore  BowUy, 
and  a  detachment  (f  seamen  cm 
troops,  under  ifie  command  of  Uem- 
tenant'Colonel  Keatmg,  on  the  21st 
September,  ISOg, 

Thirty-seven  iron  guns,  24-pocai- 
d^rs — Six  iron  ditto.  l8-poundars — 
nineteen  iron  do.  12-poQnder»— twelve 
iroa  do»  9-pou&den-*>one  uon  <fitt« 
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^pdr.— Dine  iron  do,  4-pouDder8— 
four  carronades,  12-pounders — eight 
brass  field  pieces,  6-pounders — two 
13j  inch  mortars — two  8  inch  ditto- 
one  five  and  a  half  inch  do. — 320  one 
to  four  do.— 260  bar  shot — seventeen 
boxes  for  aranuinition— eight  barrels 
of  do.— two  do.  of  fuzes — twelve  do. 
gun  powder — 200  cannisters  of  grape 
shot — fifty  rounds  of  ditto — 320  pikes 
—seventy-two  rammers — seventy-two 
sponges— 5170  balls  of  sizes —  155 
J3jinch  shells— 135  8  do.  do.— 24 
5  and  half  do. — one  stand  for  arms — 
two  furnaces  for  beating  shot. 

H.  S.  Kbatino, 
Lieut. -col.  commanding. 

N.  B.  Five  eighteen-pdrs.  found, 
and  destroyed  since  the  making  of  this 
return. 

Killed.  1  Serjeant,  12  rank  and 
file. — Wounded.  3  lieutenants,  1  Na- 
tive ofiicer,  4  Serjeants,  1   drununer. 

Total. — 49  rai^  and  file — Missing, 
1  rank  and  file. 

Articles   of  agreement  entered    into 
between  commodore  Josias  Rowley, 
commanding  his  Britannic  majesty's 
ships  io  the  roads  of  St .  Paul,  and 
lieutenant-colonel    Keating,    com- 
manding his  majesty's  and  honour- 
able compan/s  troops,  on  the  one 
part,  and  captain  St.  ^ichiel,  com- 
mandant miiitaire  of  St.  Paul's,  on 
the  other.     It  is  agreed,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  town  of  St.  Paul 
being  in  possession  of  the  English, 
and  the  situation  of  the  inhabitants, 
a  mutual  suspension  of  arms  shall 
immediately  take  place  under  the 
following  conditions : 
Article  1 .  That  the  field  pieces,  taken 
by  the  English  troops,  and  subsequently 
stolen  by  the  Negroes,  shall  be  restored 
to  the  English. — Answer.    Two  field 
pieces  only  were  taken  by  the  Negroes, 
and  brought  to  my  camp.    I  will  refer 
this  article  to  the  general  commanding 
the  island. 

Article  2d.— That  public  property 
of  every  description,  such  as  guns, 
stores,  merchandise  and  money,  in 
the  town  of  St.  Paul  shall  remain  in 
possession  of  the  £nglish,«»Aoiwer. 
Accepted. 


Article  3.  That  the  limits  of  the 
town  are  considered  to  be,  the  canal 
running  near  the  promenade,  and  trom 
thence  to  the  cavern. — Answer.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Article  4.  That  such  public  pro- 
perty as  is  not  in  possession  of  the 
English  shall  be  pointed  out  to  them 
by  the  commandant  upon  his  word  of 
honour.— Answer.  If  any  such  come 
to  my  knowledge  within  the  limits 
marked  I  will  point  it  out. 

Article  5.  That  no  troops  of  the 
island  shall  march  into  the  town  of  St. 
Paul,  or  in  any  manner  molest  the  Eng- 
lish without  twenty -one  days  previous 
notice  given  in  writing  to  the  officer, 
commanding,  his  Britannic  majesty's 
8hips>  and  to  the  ofiicer  commanding 
his  majesty's  and  the  honourable  com- 
pany's troops.  And  the  English  on 
their  part  agree  not  to  erect  any  bat- 
teries, or  make  any  other  milit^  ar- 
rangements on  shore,  without  the 
same  notice  to  the  commandant  of 
the  town. — Answer.  Accepted  for 
those  troops  under  my  command,  the 
rest  I  will  refer  to  the  general. 

Article  6.  That  there  shall  be  no 
impediment  to  tbe  inhabitants  selling 
to  the  English  supplies  of  fresh  meat 
and  vegetables,  the  English  paying  the 
usual  price  for  the  same,  and  that  the 
sick  are  to  be  accomnnodated  on  shore^ 
if  required.— -Answer.    Accepted. 

Article  7.  That  nothing  here  above- 
mentioned  shall  he  considered  as  pre- 
venting tiie  English  from  attacking 
any  other  part  of  the  island  either  by 
sea  or  land. — Accepted  under  the 
condition  that  no  disembarkarion,  or 
movement,  of  troops  shall  take  place  at 
St.  Paul's  within  the  limits  above»ni«n- 
tioned. 

Article  8.  That  all  English  prison- 
ers at  Su  Paul's  shall  be  given  up.— > 
Answer,  I  will  refer  this  to  tbe  ge» 
neral. 

Article  9.  That  no  impediment 
shall  be  made  to  the  negroes  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  work  upon  the 
beach,  assisting  the  English  upon  re- 
ceiving their  regular  pay. 

Article  10.  i'hat  three  days  shall  be 

S'iven  for  the  ratification  of  general  Dr 
roftlys  to  these  articles,  and  in  t 
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event  of  their  not  being  ratified,  on  bis 
part,  either  party  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
oomoience  hostilities  upon  giving  24 
hours  previous  notice.— Answer.  Ac- 
cepted. 

I  The  following  articles,  added  on  the 
part  of  captain  St.  Michicl. 

Artijcie  1,  The  French  troop**,  un<- 
der  my  coniimand,  are  to  be  considered 
as  at  liberty,  to  quit  the  present  canton- 
mentSy  and  to  march  to  the  assistance 
of  any  other  part  of  the  island,  that 
may  be  threatened  with  an  attack^ 
witbont  ^ving  notice  to  the  British 
commandant.  The  commandant  of  the 
militia  will  remain  at  St.  Paul's  to  see 
the  foregoing  articles  carried  into  ef- 
fect.—-Answer.    AccepCed. 

Article  2.  The  civil  authorities  of 
St.  Paul's  shall  resume  their  functions, 
the  inhabitants  shall  be  governed  by 
French  laws,  and  remain  in  the  undis- 
turbed exercise  of  their  rdigion. — 
Answer.     Accepted. 

Done  at  St  Paul's  m  the  island  of 
Buonaparte^  this  23d  day  of  Sept. 
I8O9. 

(Signed)     J.  Rowley, 
Ccmig.  H.  B.  M .  squadron. 
H.  S.  Keating, 
Comg.  a  detachment  of  H. 

B.  Majesty's  and  the  H. 

C.  troops.    Le  capitaine 
commandant  militaire. 

(Sign^)       St.  Mzchibl, 
A  true  copy. 

C.  H.  J.  Pbarcb, 
Act.-major  of  brigade. 

TlAVSLATION. 

7b  commodore  Rowley,  commandmg  his 
Britannic  Mqje9^*s  ships,  and  lieu- 
tenant'^olonel  Keattng,  commanding 
the  land  force  of  his  said  Majesty. 

GBMTLBlllir> 

The  unexpected  death  of  general 
Des  Bruilys  has  not  yet  aflbrded  linie 
to  his  succenor,  at  that  time  absent 
from  the  seat  of  govemmeot,  to  exa- 
mine the  aitidiet  of  the  suspension  of 
arms,  agreed  upoo  betwecD  you  and 
me,  a  circuoistance  which  has  un- 
avoidably retarded  my  return.— As  the 
tin^e  given  has  expired,  1  am  directed 
to  propose  .tp  you  tp  prolong  it  for  five 
days. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with 
the  most  distinguished  consideratioi^. 
Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 
Le  commandant  militaire, 

(Signed)     St.  MiCHrit. 
(A  true  copy)    C.  H.  J.  Pearcr, 
Actg.-maj.  of  brigade. 
St.  Paul,  26th  Sept.  1 8O9. 

Captain     St.    Michiel,     commandant 
militaire,    St.  Paufsi 
Sir, 
We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  of  the  26th 
instant,    explaining    the    unavoidable 
delay  which  occurred  in  youc  return  to 
St.  Paul's,  and  proposing  to  prolong  the 
suspension  of  arms  entered   into  be- 
tween us,  on  the  23d  instant,  for  five 
days  longer,  a  proposition  which  meets 
with  our  concurrence. 

We  have  the  honour  to  reroun. 
Your  obedient,  humble  servants, 
(Signed)     Joseph  Rowley, 
ComoMnding  H.  B.  Majesty's 
squadron. 
Henry  Keating, 
Lieut. -col. commanding  a  de- 
tachment of  H.  B.  Ma- 
jesty's and  hon.  company's 
troops. 
(A  true  copy)  C.H.J.  Peakcb, 
Actg.-maj.  of  brigade. 
St.  Paul's,  27 ih  Sept.  I8O9. 

Bomb A r 
Occurrences  for  December. 

Bombay  Cattle,  Dbcbmber  2. 
General  orders  hy  government. 

The  otficial  detaib,  which  have  been 
received  by  government  of  the  opera- 
tions of  part  of  the  garrison  of  Rod- 
rignes,  under  the  immediate  command 
n<  lieutenant  colonel  Keating  of  bis 
iVi.gesty's  56th  regiment,  in  conjnDO- 
tion  with  the  squadron  under  the  ordew 
of  commodore  Rowley,  in  an  attack 
made  upon  the  town  and  harbour  of 
St.  Paul,  in  the  island  of  Bourbon, 
have  afforded  to  government  the  high- 
est gratification. 

I'he  honourable  the  governor  ia 
council^  most  fully  approves  of  the 
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trhole  of  the  arrangements  made  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Keating  for  carrying 
that  brilliant  enterprise  iuio  effect  5  but 
he  has  remarked,  with  peculiar  satis- 
faction,  the  judgment  displayed  by  that 
officer,  in  the  prompt  and  decided 
manner  in  which  he  availed  himself  of 
the  information  transmitted  to  him  by 
commodore  Rowley,  relative  to  the 
position  and  force  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
admires  the  spirit  and  rapidity  with 
which  he  advanced,  from  the  point  of 
disembarkation,  to  the  town  of  St. 
Paul.  To  these  measures,  aided  by 
the  gallantry  and  undaunt«d  courage  of 
his  Majesty's  and  the  honourable  the 
East  India  company's  naval  and  land 
forces,  employed  on  the  expedition,  he 
ascribes  the  honorable,  and  completely- 
successful,  termination  of  a  service, 
from  which  the  public  have  deiived 
considerable  advantage,  and  the  British 
arms  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe, 
have  acquired  an  additional  lustre. 

The  governor  in  council  in  thus 
pablicly  declaring  tlie  high  sense  he 
entertains  of  the  spirited  and  judicious 
conduct  of  lieutenant  colonel  Keating, 
and  of  the  valour  displayed  by  the 
troops  in  genei;al,  feels  the  most  lively 
pleasure  in  expressing  bis  particular  ap- 
probation of  the  conduct  of  captains 
Forbes  and  Hanna,  of  the  56th  re- 
giment, and  captain  Imlac,  of  the  2d 
battalion  of  the  2d  N.  I.  who  com- 
manded the  columns  of  attack  on 
that  occasion^  as  well  as  of  lieutenant 
Bemon,  of  the  Bombay  engineers; 
ensign  Pearce,  of  the  56th  regiment, 
and  lieutenant  Watkins,  of  the  honor- 
able company's  cruizer,  the  Wasp,  for 
the  personal  assistance  they  afforded  to 
lieutenant-colonel  Keating,  and  of  doc- 
tor Davies,  for  his  kindness  and  atten- 
tion to  the  sick,  of  which  lieutenant- 
colonel  Keating  speaks  in  terms  of 
commendation,  in  a  separate  dispatch 
to  the  adjutant-general. 

The  resolute  conduct,  and  spirited 
attack,  made  by  the  detail  of  N.  I.  of 
the  22d,  on  the  French  force,  which 
they  unexpectedly  encountered  on 
their  march  to  one  of  the  batteries^ 
does  them  the  greatest  credit. 

Although  it  does  not  rest  witli  the 
honorable  the  governor  ia  cooncil,  to 
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convey  to  commodore  Rowley,  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines  undei: 
his  command,  the  just  tribute  of  ap- 
plause due  to  them,  for  the  conapicur 
ous  part  they  bore  in  the  joint  ex- 
pedition against  the  town  and  harbour 
of  St.  Paul;  still  he  feels,  that  be 
should  be  deficient  in  his  public  duty, 
if  he  withheld  from  captains  Willough- 
by  and  Corbet,  the  seamen,  and  marines, 
employed  on  shore  with  lieutfenant- 
colonel  Keating,  and  who  so  eminently 
distinguished  themselves  on  tliat  oc* 
cation,  the  grateful  acknowledgments 
of  this  government,  fof  the  signal 
services  they  rendered  to  their  coun- 
try. 

By  private  letters  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  T<5briz,  in  Armenia,  of 
the  date  of  the  17th  August,  we  learn, 
that  Abbas  Mirza,  the  heir«apparent, 
and  Mohammed  Ah  Mirza,  his  brother, 
had  marched  at  the  head  of  60,000 
Persians,  to  engage  the  Russians  in 
Erivan.  The  latter  are  said,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  alarm  which  this  .  had 
excited,  to  have  sent  an  Ambassador 
to  treat  with  the  king  of  Persia. 

The  ships  Diamond  and  Fatteh  Al- 
lebhoy,  belonging  to  native  merchants 
in  this  place,  have  been  lost  in  the 
Gulph.  

Dec.  6. — The  honorable  the  gover- 
nor in  council  has  been  pleased  to  con- 
firm the  nomination  by  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Keating,  of  ensign  Charles  Pierce, 
of  his  Majesty's  56th  regiment,  to  be 
major  of  brigade  to  the  troops  station- 
ed on  the  Island  of  Rodrigues,  in  the 
room  of  lieutenant  0*Neil. 

By  order  of  the  honourable  th« 
governor  in  council. 

F.  WARDfeK, 

Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

Notice  has  been  already  taken,  in  an 
extra  courier,  of  the  successful  com- 
mencement of  the  operation  of  the  force 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Smith,  by  the 
taking  of  Rus  ul  Khima.  The  follow- 
ing are  such  particulars  relative  to  that 
e\ent  as  have  been  yet  published. 
There  is  no  doubt,  that  the  whole  of 
the  service  wilTbe  conducted  with  tb 
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same  gallantry,  and  be  attended  with 
tlie  same  success. 


Head-quarters,  H,  M.  ship.  La 
Chijhnne,  off  Rus  ul  Khima, 
November  14,  I8O9. 

Honourable  Sir, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  acquainting 
you,  that  the  troops  landed  and  took 
possession  of  the  pirate  town  and  fort 
of  Rus  ul  Khima,  on  the  13th  instant, 
and  re-embarked  this  morning;  the 
dowB,  boats,  and  stores,  were  all  de- 
stroyed, and  his  town  ransacked  5  from 
seventy  to  eighty  of  these  vagabonds 
were  killed,  and  many  must  have  fal- 
len in  the  previous  bombardment. 

I  enclose  a  list  (No.  J,)  of  the  killed 
and  wounded,  and  have  to  lament  the 
loss  of  capt.  Dancy,  of  H.  M.  65th  re- 
giment, who  was  killed  by  a  spear. 

For  my  sentiments  on  the  conduct 
of  the  troops,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  the  enclosed  copy  (No.  2.)  of  orders 
issued  on  the  occasion ;  and  I  request 
permission  to  recommend  captain 
Tucker,of  the  marine  battalion,  to  your 
notice,  as  a  most  deservitig  officer. 

1  am  under  the  greatest  obligations 
to  captain  Wainwright,  commanding 
the  squadron,  for  his  able  assistance 
and  co-operation  in  every  arrangement 
relating  to  the  troops,  particularly  for 
the  rapid  manner  in  which  he  enabled 
us  to  land,  in  which  the  guns  were 
landed^  and  sent  forward,  and  the  or- 
derly  manner  in  which  the  re-embark- 
ation was  effected  this  morning  5  and 
my  acknowledgments  are  particularly 
due  for  the  assistance  of  the  royal 
marines  of  the  Chiffonne  and  Caroline 
frigates,  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant Druiy,  as  a  most  valuable  re'm- 
fbrcement. 

Captain  Pasley,  and  the  gentlemen 
of  his  suite,  proceeding  on  a  mission 
to  the  court  of  Persia,  joined  the  arma- 
ment o^  Muscat,  and  most  handsome- 
ly volunteered  their  services  on  shore 
with  me,  where  they  were  present 
during  the  whole  of  our  operations. 

I  trust  it  will  be  founds  that  the  pi- 


rates at  this  port  have  recdved  a  hand- 
some chastisement. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 
Honourable  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
Lionel  Smith,  lieut.-col. 
The  hon.  the  governor  of  Bombay. 

No.  I. 
Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
Honourable     company*s    anillety^ 
wounded  2  matrosses,  and  1  lascar. 
His  Majesty's  65lh,  !  captain  killed, 

1  captain  wounded,  1  serjeant  do,  and 

2  rank  and  file. 

liis  Majesty's  84th  regiment,  at- 
tached to  the  ^5th,  1  lieutenant 
wounded. 

Marine  battalion,  wounded  2  sepoys. 

Total  killed,  1  officer. 

Total  wounded,  2  officers,   1   Ser- 
jeant, and  7  privates. 
Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 

Killed,  65th  regiment,  captain  W. 
M.  Dancy. 

Wounded,  6sth  regiment,  captain 
D.  Digby;  84lh  regimeiit,  J.  S.  Jones. 
N.  Warrew,  bng.-maj. 

No.  11/ 
Head-quarters t    H.  M.  ship  La 
Chtffonne,     Rus    ul    Khima, 
Nov,  14,  I8O9. 

GENERAL     ORDERS     BT   LIBTJTENANT* 

COLONEL  Smith. 
Parole,  Chiffonne,  C,  S,  Wainwright. 
Lieutenant-col.  Smith  returns  his 
sincere  thanks  to  all  the  forces,  for  their 
gallantry  in  the  attack  on  Rus  ul 
Khima  ;  the  coolness  and  good  order 
in  which  they  debarked,  shoulder*  high 
in  water,  and  charged  the  enemy  in  a 
heavy  sand,  was  beautiful  and  truly 
soldierlike. 

*  The  commanding  officer  of  the 
force  is  unable  to  particularize  the 
merit  of  individuals.  All  were  actua- 
ted with  the  same  ardour  to  punish  the 
ferocious  wretches,  who  have  commit- 
ted such  unexampled  cruelties,  and 
insulted  the  British  flag.  But  it  is  dis- 
tinctly due  to  captain  Tucker,  of  the 
honorable  company's  marine  battalion, 
(who  had  important  duties  imposed 
uponhhn,outofhi^g^g{e  of  «r- 
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¥ice)  to  notice,  with  the  roost  grateful 
ackoowledgments,  the  exertioDs  of  that 
officer,  in  command  of  the  held  pieces 
and  howitzers,  which  were  served 
with  the  most  masterly  effect. 

The  commanding  officer  requests,  that 
the  officers  in  command  of  corps  and 
detachments,  will  communicate  to  the 
men  his  entire  satisfaction  of  their  con- 
duct  of  yesterday  5  and  they  will  not 
lose  a  moment  in  giving  the  strictest 
attention  to  the  state  of  their  arms  and 
irppointments,  and  to  keep  them  in 
constant  readiness  for  the  further  exe- 
cotlon  of  our  duties  in  this  quarter. 
(Signed)  N.  AVahrek, 
Brigadier  major. 

His  majesty^ s  ship.  La  Chiffonne,  MuS" 
cat,  1st  November. 

Honourable  Sir, — We  beg  leave  to 
notify  to  your  honour  in  council,  the 
proceedings  of  the  armament  uiKler 
oar  orders  up  to  this  day. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  15th  of 
September,  the  honourable  company's 
bomb  ketch,  Strombolo,  foundered; 
by  which  melancholy  accident  two 
officers  and  fourteen  men  perished. 
The  resolt  of  a  court  of  enquiry  on 
this  unfortunate  occurrence  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  superintendant  of 
the  marine,  for  the  information  of  go* 
▼emraent. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  in  latitude 
20.  29.  north  longitude  68.  04.  east, 
the  honourable  company's  cruizers, 
named  in  the  margin,  *  were  detached 
partly  to  Muscat,  and  partly  to  Cape 
Mucksa,  for  the  purpose  of  comple- 
ting their  water ;  and  directions  were 
sent  to  captain  Gordon,  of  his  ma- 
jesty's ship  the  Caroline,  to  join  the 
armament  off  the  Bombareck  Rock 
with  all  the  force  he  could  collect; 
as  well  as  boats  belonging  to  the 
Imaum  for  the  purpose  of  landing 
troops  and  pilots  for  the  several  ships. 
On  the  20th  of  October,  being  tifiy 
leagues  eastward  of  Muscat,  fi'om  an 
Arab  ship  the  unpleasant  intelligence 
^as  gained,  that  the  Caroline  was  not 
in  that  port  five  days  before,  neither 
bad  any  of  the  cruizers  been  seen  on 
the  Arab's  rout  from  thence.     It  there- 


the  original  plan  of  proceeding  against 
the  pirates  should  be  departed  from, 
and  ihat  we  should  proceed  to  Muscat 
for  information.  We  were  strength- 
ened in  that  determination  from  the 
great  reduction  of  water  on  board  the 
transports,  arising  from>  the  defective- 
ness of  many  of  the  casks,  and  be- 
cause their  commanders  had  not  com- 
plied with  orders  to  procure  water  at 
Bombay  for  their  respective  ships' 
companies,  proportionate  to  the' quan- 
tity which  had  been  pnt  on  board  for 
the  troops.  Accordingly  the  transports 
anchored  at  Muscat  on  the  23d  instant^ 
the  detached  cruizers  arriving  only  at 
the  same  time. 

His  majesty's  ship  the  Caroline joki- 
ed  from  Burka  two  days  after,  and 
we  found,  that  captain  Gordon  had 
sent  tlie  Ternate  cruizer  to  Bombay 
to  refit;  and,  on  application  to  the 
resident  at  Bussora,  he  had  ordered 
the  Vestal  to  proceed  off*  the  Eophrases, 
and  convoy  two  or  three  of  the  ships 
from  thence,  and  from  Bushire  to 
Muscat.  By  this  arrangement  tho 
armament  has  been  unfortunately  de- 
prived of  the  services  of  a  very  useful 
vessel,  and  of  twenty -two  artillerymen, 
who  were  embarked  on  board  her, 
being  the  whole  of  the  detachment 
of  that  corps,  except  eight. 

On  the  24th  instant,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Bunce,  the  resident,  we  had 
a  conference  with  the  Imaum,  where- 
at his  highness  made  general  professions 
of  good  will  and  cordiality ;  but  we 
fear  we  must  not  reckon  upon  receiv- 
mg  from  him  any  essential  assistance 
towards  destroying  the  pirates,  except 
trankees  and  pilots. 

He,  in  fact,  was  very  much  averse 
to  the  armament  attacking  Rus  ul 
Khima,  on  the  presumption,  that  the 
force  we  had  would  be  insufficient  for 
the  purpose. 

He  said,  that  none  but  small  vessels 
conid  approach  the  town,  ^nd  that 
not  Jess  than  ten  thousand  |men  oould 
assail  it  by  land^  because  thepmites 
would  be  assisted  by  the  Bedouin 
Arabs,  to  the  number  of  twenty 
thousand  men.  This  opinion,  al« 
though  given  with  apparent  sincerltyj 
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could  not  alte'*  our  resolution  to  attack 
the  port,  unless  insurmountable  obsta- 
cles ^hould  prevent  it. 

The  great    difficulty  of  procuring 
water  has  detained  the  ships  in  port 
till  this  time,  but  we  have  every  hope, 
that  on  to-morrovr  we  shall  be  able  to 
put  to  sea,    accompanied  by  twenty 
trankees»  in  execution  of  our  orders. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  roost  obdt.  humble  servants, 
J.  Wainwright, 
Capt.  of  H.M.  S.  LaChiffonue. 
LiONBL  Smith, 

Lieut.- Colonel. 
Yb  the  honoj&ahle  Jonathan  Dun' 
can.  Esq,  governor  in  council, 
Wc,  Bombay, 

Extract  of  a  letter,  dated  Rus  ul  Khima, 
15th  November,  I8O9. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  we 
arrived  here  sufe  on  tlie  lltb  instant. 
The  Minerva  was  then  observed  to  be 
lying  in  much  farther  than  we  can  ap- 
proach ;  but  on  our  anchoring,  she 
go^ under  weigh,,  and  ran  on  the  beaeh, 
"when  people  from  the  shore  were  im- 
mediately sent  to  reinforce  her  j  which, 
at  this  time,  made  us  think  we 
had  no  contemptible  enemy  to  cojie 
with. 

She  was  flanked  by  a  town, full  of 
men,  with  matchlocks,  and  a  nine- 
pounder  j  however,  after  leceiving  two 
or  three  broad-sides  from  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  gun-boats,  seni.  in  to  the 
attack,  the  Arabs  de?^erted  her,  and, 
in  the  course  of  an  hour  from  the  time 
the  boats  left  the  fleet,  this  unfortu- 
nate vessel  was  iu  flames,  and  com- 
pletely destroyed  by  sunset. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted,  that 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  performing 
this  essential  service,  got  aground  and 
received  the  enemy's  Are  till  10  P.  M. 
when  she  got  ofl*  with  the  loss  of  two 
lascars,  and  her  foremast  slightly 
wounded. 

The  next  day  was  passed  in  making 
arrangements  to  Kind  the  troops,  and 
throwing  a  few  shot  and  shells  imo  the 
town  from  the  gun  boitsj  the  enemy 
returned  the  fire  with  great  coolnci*, 
but  very  little  efiect. 


On  the  13tb,  at  day  break,  the  at- 
tack commenced  by  the  marine  bat- 
talion, at  one  end  of  the  town,  to  at- 
tract the  fire  of  the  enemy,  whilst  co- 
lonel Smith,  with  the  Europeans,  land- 
ed at  the  other  j  a  very  smart  fire  was 
kept  up  from  trenches  along  the  beach  5 
but  as  sQon  as  the  troops  got  footiog» 
the  enemy  flew  in  all  directions  be^e 
them  into  the  strong  parts  of  the  town, 
where  they  were  completely  concealed 
from  us,  and  fired  their  musqueiry 
from  the  houses,  which  cousideraUy 
retarded  the  progress  of  our  m^i. 

I  shall  not  go  on  detailing  what  oc- 
curred on  this  most  fortunate  day ; 
therefore  yon  must  be  satisfied  to  hear, 
that  the  enemy  were  driven  into  the 
country,  all  their  guns  spiked,  and  the 
Union  Jack  flying  in  the  town  by  noon; 
about  seventy  dows  (large  and  small) 
destroyed  by  fire,  their  magazines 
blown  up,  and  every  injury  completed 
by  4  P.  M.  This  was  all  done  with 
the  loss  of  one  captain  of  the  65th,  and 
three  or  four  men  wounded.  The  troopt 
found  considerable  plunder  in  the  town; 
and  great  quantities  of  dates  and  coflee 
were  left  there  from  the  laudable  anx- 
iety colonel  Smith  felt  tp  get  his  men 
embarked  oS  the  burniiig  shore,  after 
the  great  point  was  settled. 

The  troops  are  now  all  embarked, 
and  we  expect  to  sail  to  day  for  Kisfa- 
me,  where  there  is  another  nest  of 
pirates.  The  miserable  inhabitants  of 
this  place  are  now  collected  on  the 
beach,  deploring  their  situation,  aad 
burying  their  dead,  which  we  suppose 
to  amount  to  150  or  200  men. 

The  Sultan  made  bis  esca|)e  on  the 
only  horse  in  the  place.  Several  charts, 
qa^drants,  and  books,  have  been  fouiKi 
with  poor  Hopwood's,  name  in  tbeoD. 

Mrh.  Taylor  had  sailed  for  Bushiie 
some  da)  s  before  our  arrival  here. 

It  is  supposed,  by  the  military  s^tle- 
men^  tliat  there  is  an  European  here, 
who  has  instructed  the  inhabitants  to 
throw  up  batteries,  and  dig  trenches, 
as  they  are  all  done  in  our  style. 

It  is  said,  in  private  letti  rs  from  tho 
expedition  under  the  command  of  lieuf. 
colonel  Smith,  that  several  privates  of 
the  detachments,  both  native  and  Euro- 
peans, had  been  fortunate  in  securuiig 
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jcODsiderable  sums  of  money  during 
the  ransacking  of  the  town  of  Rus  iil 
Kbinaa;  one  soldier^  of  his  Majesty's 
65th  regiment,  is  said  to  have  found 
]>400  gold  Moburs. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  attended  the  loss  of 
the  Diamond  and  Futteh  Allebhoy. 

The  vessels  left  Bussora,  in  company 
with  th^  Bussora  packet,  on  the  29tb 
October  last ;  and,  after  touching  at 
Busbu-e,  proceeded  on  their  voyage  to 
this  place.  On  the  5th  November,  it 
began  to  blow  a  liard  gile ;  the  wea- 
ther was  at  the  same  time  hazy  and 
the  sea  very  high.  At  four  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  the  Diamond  found 
herself  amongst  breakers,  and  the  next 
moment  struck  on  the  reef  that  lies  at 
the  N.  W.  end  of  the  Island  of  Nob- 
flower.  An  attempt  was  made  to  wear 
the  ship,  but  the  rudder  going  away, 
the  ship  was  driven  on  shore  and  laid 
on  her  beam  ends.  In  about  a  quarter 
of  bour  the  Futteh  Allebhoy  also  struck 
and  shared  the  fate  of  the  Diamond. 

Both  vessels  succeedeil  in  getting  all 
the  crew  and  passengers  on  shore, 
witli  the  exception  of  the  serang  and 
one  lascar,  belonging  to  the  Diamond^ 
who  were  drowned. 

In  the  afternoon,  ihe  waters  having 
fallen,  and  the  sea  abated  a  good  deal, 
captain  Benson^  of  the  Diamond,  went 
on  boards  with  a  few  of  the  best  las- 
cars  and  the  second  oflBcer,  to  try  if 
they  could  save  any  of  the  treasure, 
provisions,  and  clothes. 

They  found  the  captain's  trunks 
broken  open,  and  a  great  many  things 
missing,  which  they  suspected  to  have 
been  done  by  the  Arab  horse-keepers, 
whose  conduct,  in  other  respects,  dur- 


ing the  time  of  danger  and  calamity,  is 
represented  as  having  been  very  mu- 
tinous. A  considerable  part  of  the  trea- 
sure,, the  packet,  and  a  few  clothes, 
with  some  bags  of  rice,  and  about  20 
gallons  of  water,  were  brought  on 
shore. 

Some  of  the  horses  were  found  alivej 
but  it  was  impossible  to  get  them  out 
without  cutting  a  hole  in  the  ship's 
side ;  besides  which,  any  attempt  to 
have  thus  saved  them,  would  only  have 
exposed  them  to  perish  on  shore  for 
the  want  of  fresh  water.  A  few 
horses,  indeed,  did  escape  from  the 
ship,  and  swam  ashore;  but,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  total  want  of  fresh 
water,  tliey  either  died  before  the 
people  quitted  the  island,  or  were  left 
there  to  perish. 

The  sufferers  had  but  a  melancholy 
prospect  before  them ;  the  whole 
numlier  amounted  to  about  200  souls ; 
the  island  on  which  they  were  cast 
was  completely  desolate,  not  a  shrub 
nor  a  drop  of  water  to  be  found. 

They  made  large  fires,  and  slept 
around  them  during  the  night. 

To  their  great  satisfaction,  a  ship 
appeared  in  sight  the  next  morning, 
which  turned  out  to  be  the  Bussora 
packet,  that,  at  the  commen^cement 
of  the  gale,  had  parted  company.  By 
the  humane  exertions  of  capt.  Clement, 
who  immediately  went  on  shore  to 
their  assistance,  they  were  all  safely 
embarked  on  board  the  Bussora  packet 
before  night,  except  a  few,  which 
remained  with  capt.  Clement  and  capt. 
Benson  till  the  next  morning.  Be* 
fore  they  tinally  embarked,  they  visit* 
ed  both  ships,  but  found  it  was  impos- 
sible to  do  any  thing  effectual  towards 
saving  them. 


Prince  of  Wales's  Island. 
Occurrences  for    January,      1809, 


Jan.  14.— The  following  is  an  an- 
thentic  account  of  the  loss  of  the  ship 
Dundee,  belonging  to  this  port. 


The  Dundee  sailed  fi-om  Port  Jack- 
son on  the  12th  of  August  last,  and  on 
the  13th,  at  8  P.  M.  it  came  on  to  blow 
a  very  heavy  gale  from  the  S.  £. .  th« 
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ship  at  that  time  being  about  twenty- 
five  miles  off  the  land. 

On  the  morning  of  the  I4th,  found 
the  ship  to  be  on  a  lee-shore  -,  the  gale 
still  blowing  with  unabated  violence, 
all  possible  sail  was  therefore  made  to 
endeavour  to  get  off  from  the  land, 
but  without e£^ct  5  as,  notwithstanding 
every  exertion,  on  the  morning  of  the 
l^th^  she  was  only  about  three  miles 
to  windward  of  Coal  Island,  and  utterly 
unable  to  clear  the  islaud>  upon  any 
tack. 

Under  these  circurostaoces,  it  was 
found  absolutely  oecessary  to  bear  up, 
in  the  hopes  of  getting  fafe  anchorage 
in  the  entrance  of  Hunter's  river,  as 
the  only  possible  means  of  saving  ihe 
ship,  and  preserving  the  lives  of  the 
}x;ople }  being,  however,  unable  to  car- 
ry such  sari  as  was  necessary  to  keep 
the  ship  to  windward,  from  the  vio- 
lence of  the  gale,  and  a  strong  fresti 
running  out  of  the  river,  it  was  im- 
possible to  weather  the  breakers  on 
the  lee  sand  shoals :  and,  at  about  8 
A.  M.  the  ship  struck  aft,  the  sea  at 
the  same  time  making  a  breach  com- 
pletely over  her,  where  she  lay  until 
between  1  and  2  P.  M.,  when  she  went 
to  pieces. 

Notwithstanding  every  possible  as- 
sistance was  rendered  from  the  settle- 
ment at  Newcastle,  after  the  ship  had 
struck^  two  of  the  people's  lives  were 
unfortunately  lost  J  and  a  number  of 
them  severely  bruised. 

The  brig,  Elizabeth,  from  Otaheite 
and  Goro,  which  touched  at  Norfolk  Is- 
land, on  the  8th  of  Oct.  last,  brought 
accounts  of  a  large  ship,  supposed  to  be 
the  Port  au  Prince,  from  the  coast  of 
Peru,  having  been  cut  off  by  the  natives 
of  Goro,  and  the  crew,  consisting  of 
nearly  one  hundred  men,  killtiKi  and 
devoured  by  the  natives. 

The  same  accounts  mention,  that 
the  American  brig,  Eliza,  captain  Cor- 
rie,  had  been  wrecked  on  a  reef  near 
the  same  island,  and  totally  lost  -,  and 
that  one  of  her  boats,  with  six  men, 
bad  been  cut  off  by  the  natives,  while 
attempting  to  save  some  of  the  crew. 
The  Eliza  is  said  to  have  had  on 
board  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  spe* 
cie. 


Prince  of  Wales's  Island, 

Occurrences  for  February. 

February  4. —  On  Tuesday  last, 
the  31st  ultimo,  an  inquest  was  held 
on  the  body  of  Elizabeth  Ben  net,  at 
her  dwelling  house  in  George  Town. 

A  jury  having  been  summoned  and 
collected,  they  proceeded  with  a  coro- 
ner, to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  cause  of 
the  death.  The  state  of  the  corpse^ 
as  it  then  appeared,  might  be  more 
easily  imagined  than  described.  The 
deceased  lay  Stretched  on  the  floor  of 
the  bed-room,  at  the  foot  of  her  couch, 
with  her  skull  shot  through,  and  com- 
pletely shattered  5  a  pistol,  apparently 
just  before  discharged,  (and  with  which 
it  was  supposed  the  death  was  occa- 
sioned) was  seen  hanging  on  the  cur- 
tain. ^ 

A  long  and  serious  investigation  en- 
sued, and  among  the  several  witnesses 
who  were  examined,  were  Anthony 
Baptist,  the  servant  of  the  deceased^ 
and  George  Williams,  a  mariner. — 
The  first  of  them  deposed,  that,  in  the 
morning  he  was  desired,  by  his  mis- 
tress, to  go  to  the  house  of  a  frieini  of 
her*s,  and  to  request  that  €he  wcmld 
spare  her  some  gun -powder  and  pistol- 
balls,  for  the  purpose  of  shooting  sonae 
mad  dogs;  that  the  deceased  pften 
used  to  shoot  with  a  pistol,  at  birds^ 
for  amusement.  He  accordingly  con- 
veyed the  message,  and  returned  with 
six  small  cartridges,  which  he  delivered 
to  his  mistress.  He  stated,  that  he  h^ 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  deceased  was 
not  in  her  right  senses  \  that  she  fre- 
quently got  into  temporary  phrenzies, 
and  used  to  hold  this  witness,  and  sud- 
denly grow  angry  with  him  without 
cause;  and,  also,  that  she  frequently 
attempted  to  bite  him.  That,  after 
having  attended  the  deceased,  and  the 
said  George  Williams  at  breakfast,  be 
was  sent  out,  by  his  mistress,  to  call  a 
tailor,  (George  Williams  having  left 
the  house,  and  she  at  this  time  being 
alone  therein)  -,  upon  his  return,  he 
found  several  of  the  neighbours  in, 
and  near,  the  house,  who  had  repaired 
thither  in  consequence  of  the  report  of 
the  pistol.  —That  this  witness  then  pro- 
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eeeded  to  inform  the  police  constables 
of  what  had  happened. 
.  George  Williams,  a  mariner,  belong- 
ing to  his  majesty's  ship  Ceylon,  being 
also  called  and  sworn,  deposed,  that 
be  had  breakfasted  with  the  deceased 
in  the  morning  $  that  she  seemed  to  be 
exceedingly  affected,  and  very  uneasy ; 
that  she  scarcely  spoke  to  him)  but^ 
while  dt  breakfast,  muttered  m  a  low 
tone  of  voice,  and  now  and  then  cried ; 
that  on  asking  henyhat  was  the  matter, 
she  shook  her  head,  and  he  heard  her 
once  exclaim,  ''  I  am  undone ! "  That 
after  breakfast  he  went  away,  leaving 
the  deceased  and  the  above-named 
witness  in  the  house  5  and,  upon  his 
return,  some  time  after,  he  found  the 
deceased  lying  in  the  condition  before 
described ;  and  some  persons  who  had 
repaired  to  the  spot,  in  consequence 
of  the  alarm  given  on  the  occasion 
araong  the  neighbours,  were  there  col- 
lected. 

Several  other  witnesses  were  like- 
wise examined,  as  to  the  time  the  re- 
port of  the  pistol  was  heard,  in  which, 
as  well  as  to  there  being  nobody  then 
seen  in  the  house  at  that  moment,  they 
all  agreed. 

From  the  above  examination,  it  ap- 
peared to  the  jury,  that,  from  a  parox- 
ism of  grief,  the  deceased  must  have 
lost  the  use  of  her  reason ;  and,  having 
retired  for  a  few  minutes,  they  brought 
in  a  verdict  of  lunacy. 

Prince  of  Walfs's  Island 
Occurrences  for  March. 

Sessions  of  Oyer  ami  Terminer  and 

general  gaol  delivery, 

O^urt  of  judicature  of  Prince  of  Wales's 

Island. — Friday,  March  10,  Isop. 

Kamoody,  a  sepoy,  was  tried  upon 
an  indictment,  which  charged  him 
with  having  feloniously  ravished  Alee- 
ma,  the  wife  of  Toole  Mahomed,  a 
tailor,  on  the  8th  of  February  last, 
at  George  Town,  in  this  island. — Alee- 
ma,  the  woman,  swore  positively 
to  the  &cts  against  the  prisoner ;  she 
lives  near  the  draw-bridge }  prisoner 
came  to  her  house  about  two  o'clock 
CD  the  day  of  the  8th  of  February  lastj 


and  said  he  wanted  her  husband,  who 
was  a  tailor,  to  make  him  a  sepoy's 
hat,  she  told  him  he  was  not  at  home, 
and  he  went  away,  through  the  door 
leading  to  the  street,  by  which  he  en- 
tered the  house; — she  had  then  just 
lain  in  of  a  child,  and  was  confined 
to  bed.  In  a  few  minutes  after,  the 
prisoner  returned  to  her  house,  offered 
a  dollar,  which  she  refused  to  accept 
of,  and  he  dragged  her  out  of  her  cot, 
threw  her  down,  and  committed  the 
violence,  which  she  particularly  de^ 
scribed,  and  swore  to  all  the  requisites 
necessary  to  complete  the  crime  of  rapt. 
He  remained  two  hours  in  her  house 
with  her,  and  went  away ;  there  were 
several  houses  and  neighbours  all  about 
her  house  ;  she  said  she  endeavoured  to 
cry  out,  but  the  prisoner  kept  her  mouth 
stopped  with  a  cloth  the  entire  time, 
so  that  she  could  not  call  for  assistance ; 
her  mouth  was  stopped  with  the  cloth 
for  two  hours  : — after  the  prisoner  left 
her  house,  she  told  what  had  happened 
to  some  neighbohrs,  but  the  prisoner 
was  not  apprehended ;  her  husband  re- 
turned that  night,  a<t-nidnight,  and  she 
told  him  all  that  h^  happened,  and 
he  and  she  complained  to  the  police ; 
soon  after  which  the  prisoner  was  api- 
prehen<j[ed. 

Saddoolaw,  who  lived  next  door  to 
her,  deposed,  that  there  was  a  passage 
from  his  house  into  the  house  of  tb# 
prosecutrix,  and  there  is  another  passage 
into  her  hou^efrom  the  road;  that, 
about  a  month  ago,  jM^isoiier  passed 
through  his  house,  conversed  with  him, 
and  said  he  had  some  business  with  the 
tailor,  the  husband  of  the  woman/ 
that  he  went  into  her  house  and  re- 
mained about  an  hour,  and  then  return- 
ed through  his  house;  and  there  was 
no  noise  during  the  time  he  remained 
there;  that  if  there  had  been  the  least 
noise,  or  any  person  had  cried  out,  he 
must  have  heard  it ;  that  soon  after 
prisoner  walked  away,  the  prosecutrix 
came  out,  and  charged  the  prisoner 
with  having  had  forcible  connexion 
with  her ;  there  were  several  neigh- 
bours and  people  all  around,  who 
would  come  to  her  assistance  if  any 
alarm  had  been  given  when  the  pri- 
soner was '  in  her  hoa*9^8^^ 
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The  husband  of  the  woman  swore, 
that,  npbn  his  return,  at  twelve  o'clock 
At  night,  she  told  him  what  had  hap- 
pened i  in  consequence  of  which,  he 
atid  she  gave  information,  on  the  next 
day,  against  the  prisoner,  at  the  police 
office}  he  was  then  in  the  hospital, 
and  was  soon  after  taken,  or  gave  him- 
self up  5  many  sepoys,  his  friends, 
used  (o  assemble  at  his  house  to  smoak 
and  drink  toddy,  but  he  was  not 
particularly  acquainted  with  the  pri- 
soner. 

Prisoner,  in  his  defence,  said,  it 
•was  true  the  woman  had  sworn  to  the 
facts  against  him,  but  that,  at  the 
time  he  is  charged  to  have  com- 
mitted this  crime,  he  was  sick  in  the 
hospital,  and  had  not  the  perfect  use 
of  his  limbs,  from  a  \iolent  rheu- 
matic complaint  5  that  he  got  leave  to 
come  to  town  on  that  day,  to  receive 
some  pay,  which  he  did,  and  went 
to  the  house  of  the  woman*s  husband, 
who  is  a  tailor,  and  lives  near  the  draw- 
bridge, in  order  to  get  a  new  regimental 
cap  made  for  the  celebration  of  the 
mussulman's  holj^ays,  which  were  ap- 
proaching 5  that  the  husband  not  t>eing 
at  home,  and  the  woman  haying  seen 
some  money  in  his  hands,  iipplied  to 
him  for  some,  and  said,  when  she 
was  recovered,  hi  should  do  as  lie 
pleased  with  her,  if  he  would  then  give 
her  the  moneyj  that  he  refused,  and  she 
from  spile  and  anger,  made  this  charge, 
when  he  was  gone  ^  and  that  he  return- 
ed to  the  hospital,  and  as  soon  as  he 
heard  of  the  charge,  he  came  to  town 
-and  gave  himself  up,  and  refused  to 
compromi«5e  or  abscond  j — these  facts, 
as  to  his  being  an  invalid  in  the  hospi- 
tal, and  having  surrendered,  was  con- 
firmed by  one  of  the  superi  r  officers 
in  his  ^;jgiment. 

Sir  E.  Stanley,  in  hiscliarge,  told  the 
jury,  that  there  was  no  crime,  the 
investigation  of  which  required  so 
much  the  care,  \igilance,  and  caution, 
of  a  court  and  jury,  as  that  which 
was  imputed  to  the  prisoner,  nor  any 
offence,  in  the  trial  of  wlii  jh  they  were 
more  liable  to  be  imposed  upon.  The 
crime  of  rape,  no  doubt,  is  a  most  detes- 
table one,  and  as  such  made  a  capital 


offence  by  the  law  of  England  (18 
Elizabeth,  c,7,);  but  it  is  an  accusation 
easy  to  be  made,  and  difficult  to  be 
detended  by  the  party  accused,  be  he 
ever  so  innocent ;  and  it  does  not,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  things,  admit  of 
that  sort  of  negative  evidence,  by 
which  other  crimes  may  be  contro- 
verted J  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the 
party  can,  therefore,  only  be  deter- 
mined by  the  credit  of  the  woman, 
and  by  the  circumstances  which  ac- 
companied and  followed  the  trans- 
actitm,  demonstrating  the  probability 
or  improbability  of  the  charge  5  the 
party  ravished,  no  doubt,  is  a  compe* 
tent  witness,  but  the  credibility  of  her 
testimony,  or  how  far  she  is  to  be  be- 
lieved, must  be  left  to  the  jui^,  upoa 
the  circumstances  of  fact,  that  concur 
in  that  testimony,  for  instance,  if  she 
presently  discovered  the  offence,  and 
made  search  for  the  oflPender;  if  the 
party  accused  fled  for  itj  these,  and 
the  like  circumstances,  would  give 
probability  to  her  testimony;  but  if 
the  place  where  the  fact  was  alleged 
to  be  committed,  was  where  it  was 
possible  she  might  have  been  heard, 
and  she  made  no  out-cry,  or  gave  no 
alarm  ;  if  her  evidence  stands  unsup- 
ported by  others  j  if  she  concealed 
the  ityury  any  time  after  she  had  op- 
portunity to  complain ;  these,  with 
other  circumstances  of  the  improbabi- 
lity of  the  fact,  carry  a  strong-  pre- 
sumption that  her  testimony  is  false 
or  feigned ;  for  one  excellence  of  the 
trial  by  jury  is,  that  they  are  triers 
of  the  credit  of  witnesses,  as  well  as 
of  the  truth  of  the  facts  they  swear 
to.  In  the  present  case,  it  is  extraor- 
dinary that  the  prisoner  sh'ould  have 
chosen  two  o'clock  in  the  day  as  the 
time  for  his  committing  this  outrage; 
that  he  should  have*  chosen  an  house 
on  the  high  road,  surrounded  by  other 
houses  and  neighbours,  as  the  place; 
that  no  alarm  should  have  been  given 
during  an  hoUror  two,  that  he  remain- 
ed in  the  house ;  that  he  should  have 
gone  publicly  through  the  house  of 
the  woman's  next  neighbour,  who, 
upon  the  slightest  complaint,  might 
have  seized  ^him^jin^^^j^f  going 
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through  the  door  that  led  immediately 
from  the  road  into  the  woman's  house  j 
that  he  should  have  remained  thete  one 
or  two  hours,  under  the  peril  of  her  hus- 
band's return  home>  and  of  being  taken 
upon  the  least  alarm  -, — that  he  should 
have  returned  after    the  alleged  fact 
publicly    through    the    next    house, 
where  he  could  easily  have  been  taken, 
and  walked  away  unmolested  j  all  those 
circumstancss  existed  in  the  the  case 
to  shew  the  improbability  of  th    fact 
having  been  committed,  as  sworn  to  ; 
he  said  it  was  essential  to  the  crime  of 
rape,    that    it    should  be  committed 
against  the  will   and   consent  of  the 
woman,  and  that  the  jury  were  to  de- 
termine by  the  circumstances  : — 1st, 
whether  they  believed  the  fact  sworn 
to  was  at  all  committed ; — and,  2dly, 
if  it  was,    whether  it    was  with  or 
against    her    consent.      If  she  at  all 
assented  it  was  no  rape,  if  her  mouth 
was  stuffed  with    cloth    for    one  or 
two  hours,    she  must  have  been  suf- 
focated.    He  then  stated  the  impro- 
bability of   a  man,  who  was  a  cripple 
and  invalid  in    the    hospital,    having 
chosen  such  a  time   to  perpetrate  an 
act  of  that  sort; — and  also  his  having 
selected,  as  the  object  of  such  violence, 
a  woman  who  was  only  just  recovering 
from  her  lying-in  :-^the  circumstance, 
also,    of   his  not    having    absconded 
when  the  charge  was  made,  but  having 
come  up  to  town  from   the  hospital, 
and  voluntarily  gone  to  the  police  to 
answer  the  complaint,    coupled  with 
all  the  others,  tended  strongly  to  rebut 
the  probability  of   the   charge   being 
well  founded,  and    to  demonstrate  a 
consciousness    of     innocence    on  his 
part. 

The  jury  retired,  and  ioon  after  re- 
turned with  a  verdict — of  acquittal, 

Pbnang,  March  1 1 . — On  Wednes- 
day evening,  John  Macalister,  esq. 
and  captain  Greaves,  landed  from  the 
«hip  Nancy,  which  they  left,  about 
seven  o*clock  in  the  morning,  ofFSad- 
dle  Island.  This  ship  left  Malacca^ 
on  the  24th  ultimo,  and  on  the  26'lh, 
•bout  8  P.  M.  was  totally  dismasted, 
Pandar  Hill  bearing  E.  by  S.  16  fa- 
thorns^   luppoied    by   lightnings    al- 


though, at  the  time,  there  was  a  plea- 
sant breeze,  and  clear  moon-light, 
without  the  least  appearance  of  a 
squall,  excepting  a  little  lightning  over 
Parcelar :  unfortunately  one  life  was  lost 
by  going  over  with  the  roasts.  Tho 
Nancy  came  in  last  evening  under 
jury  masts. 

Prince  of  Wales's  Island 
Occurrences  for  April. 

Pen  A  NO,  April  8. — Account  of  the 
loss  of  the  brig  New  Endejavour,  cap- 
tain Joze  Anthony  De  Coil,  by  fire, 
in  Booron  roads. 

The  brig  New  Endeavour  sailed 
from  Bengal  river, on  the  6ih  of  Decem- 
ber, 1808,  bound  for  Prince  of  Wales'« 
Island,  in  company  with  his  majesty's 
ship  the  Culloden,  captain  P.  B.  Pel- 
lew «  and  the  ship  Europa,  captain 
Cowan. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  the  brig 
being  in  tow  by  the  Culloden,  and  it 
blowing  very  fresh,  she  strained  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  occasion  her  leak- 
ing;  so  that  she  hai^>hortly  four  feet 
water  in  the  hold,  and  could  hardly  be 
kept  free  with  both  pumps  going,  not- 
withstanding she  had  the  assistance  of 
a  boat's  crew  from  the  admiral ;  they 
were  under  the  necessity  of  throwing 
a  part  of  their  cargo,  consisting  of 
ghee,  &c.  overboard,  to  lighten  the 
vessel.  She  continued  in  tow  until 
the  latitude  of  5°  30',  and  longitude 
95®  55',  when  she  was  cast  ofi',  and 
experienced  strong  currents  to  the 
westward,  and  the  next  morning  saw 
the  coast  of  Acheen.  She  continued 
beating  against  adverse  winds  and  cur- 
rents for  about  ten  days,  and  with 
great  diiBculty  made  Diamond  point ; 
from  this  place,  having  a  south-easterly 
breeze,  captain  De  Coil  made  an  at- 
tempt to  cross  over  j  but  it  shortly  fell 
calm,  and  a  strong  current  from  the 
south-eajkt  drove  them  down,  off  Boo- 
ron, on  the  coast  of  Pedier. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  came  to 
an  anchor  in  Booron  roads,  being  in 
absolute  want  of  water,  fire- wood, 
and  lamp-oil :  during  the  following 
two  days  got  water  on  boards  bat  cool 
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not  procure  any  fire- wood.  On  the 
17th,  at  five  A.M.  mustered  ail  bands 
to  weigh  anchor,  while  they  were  about 
which,  Mrs.  Yates,  a  passenger,  ob- 
served smoke  coming  up  the  afier- 
hatchway,  and  immediately  called  to 
the  captain,  who  was  at  that  time  on 
the  forecastle,  and  who,  on  coming  aft, 
took  off  the  scuttle,  when  the  flames 
immediately  burst  out.  Every  exertion 
was  made  to  extinguish  them,  but 
without  effect ;  and  as  every  one  ieared 
a  sudden  explosion,  from  the  powder 
in  the  gun-room,  they  instantly  got 
into  the  longboat,  and  pushed  off  with- 
out water,  or  any  thing,  save  the  few 
clothes  they  had  on  ;  at  this  time  the 
flames  were  issuing  from  the  cabin 
(  windows. 

They  had  no  sooner  reached  Che 
shore,  than  they  were  surrounded  by 
Chuleahs  and  Malays,  from  the  town 
of  fiooron  ;  and  the  chief,  after  having 
searched  the  captain^  ordered  him  to 
return  with  him  to  the  vessel^  in  the 
hopes  of  recovering  dollars,  which 
they  supposed  to  be  on  board  5  the 
violence  of  the  flames^  however,  and 
the  fear  of  he  Howing  up,  prevented 
the  boat  going  alongside,  and  they  re- 
turned to  (he  shore,  were  they  found 
the  passengers,  and  crew  all  made  pri- 
soners, after  having  been  strictly  search- 
ed for  dollars,  which  they  might  have 
spared  themselves  the  trouble  of  doing. 

About  noon  they  marched,  under 
a  strong  guard,  to  the  town  or  Bboron, 
were  they  had  each  a  cup  of  rice  ser- 
ved out  to  them ,  the  long  boat  had 
been  taken  from  them,  to  prevent 
their  going  to  the  wreck,  to  save  any 
thing ;  the  Chuleahs  and  Malays,  how- 
ever, obtained  a  great  quantity  of 
cloths,  a  single  piece  of  which  they 
refused  to  spare  to  any  of  the  prisoners, 
who  were  almost  naked,  even  to  Mrs. 
Yates,  who  escaped  %vith  only  her 
shift  and  a  bed  gow  1,  ahhpugh  they 
)iad  been  kept  the  whole  day  in  the 
sun,  and  on  the  burning  sand. 

On  the  )8th  Mr.  Roach,  the  chief 
officer,  and  some  of  the  people  went 
down  towards  the  wreck,  which  had 
driven  on  shore,  in  the  hope  of  ob- 
tauiing  some  few  articles  for  their  sub- 


sistence,  but  they  w^re  immediatelj 
set  upon  by  the  plunderers,  and  did 
not  escape  without  a  severe  beating ; 
they  continued  thus,  with  only  a  little 
rice  to  support  them,  during  four  dayi, 
when  the  boat  was  return^  to  them, 
which  s«]d  for  twenty-four  dollars,  in 
order  to  purchase  a  few  articles  for 
their  journey  to  Tulosumoway,  where 
they  arrived,  after  a  march  over  the 
sandy  beach  of  upwards  of  lixtj 
miles,  during  which  th^  experieoced 
no  relief,  except  having  a  few  chillies 
given  them,  and  a  handkerchief,  which 
a  Malay  took  off  his  head,  and  gave  to 
Mrs.  Yates,  whose  8ufi«rings  may  be 
more  easily  conceived  than  described. 

On  their  arrival  at  Tulosumoway, 
they  were  conducted  into  the  fort,  and 
ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  queen, 
who  was  very  particular  in  her  ioqui* 
ries,  but  without  oflering  them  ^^ 
freshment,  informed  them  they  would 
experience  every  relief  from  captain 
John  Elliot,  who  happened,  very  for- 
tunately for  them,  10  be  at  that  port, 
fitting  out  his  vessel;  and  in  which 
her  humane  majesty  was  not  mistakeo. 
With  captain  Elliot  they  all  embarked, 
(except  an  European  Portugucze,  nam- 
ed Jozea  Anthony,  who  took  service 
with  the  king  of  Acbeen,)  and  arrived 
safe  at  Malacca  on  the  13th  of  March. 

We  cannot  close  this  account  with- 
out mentioning  the  unfeeling  coodua 
of  a  man  named  Russan,  (formerly  a 
sepoy  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Prince,  of 
Tappaiiooly,)  who,  though  he  bad 
saved,  very  unaccountably,  some  pieces 
of  Boglepore  and  chintz,  refused  to  let 
poor  Mrs.  Yates,  although  an  European 
woman,  considerably  advanced  in  years, 
and  almost  naked,  have  a  piece  d 
either,  even  on  the  promise  of  double 
the  value  ;  nor  was  the  seaconney 
Jozea  more  humane ;  for  though  he 
had  saved  four  pair  of  shoes,  and  had 
a  good  pair  on  himself,  he  suffered 
her  to  walk  sixty  miles  on  the  sandy 
beach  barefoot,  sooner  than  part  with 
a  pair  on  similar  terms. 

Mrs.  Yates,  together  with  captain 
De  Coil,  and  several  of  the  people, 
have  arrived  at  this  port  on  tbebrjg 
Joseph,  captain  Alcantara. 
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Prince  of  Wales's  Island 
Occurrences  for  May. 

Penano,  May  2. —  The  following 
proclamation  was  published  at  Manilla 
in  the  month  of  February  last. 

Declaration  op  the  Philippines. 

To  the  inkabitanU  of  the  Philip- 
pines. 

The  abdication  of  our  lord,  king 
Charles  the  fourth  j  the  subsequent 
elevation  of  our  beloved  king  and  lord, 
Ferdinand  the  seventh,  to  the  illus- 
trious  throne  of  Spain  and  the  Indies, 
the  deplorable  misfortunes  which  have 
befallen  the  royal  faraily,and  originating 
in  the  treachery  of  a  favourite,  whose 
crimes  have  outstripped  even  the  pro- 
digal bounty  of  his  sovereign  3  the 
duplicity  and  perfidy  of  the  emperor 
of  the  French,  who,  under  cover  of 
the  closest  alliance,  has  sought  to  im- 
pair the  independence,  the  greatness, 
and  the  true  succession  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  by  tearing  from  the  bosom 
of  his  country  (though  not,  indeed, 
from  the  hearts  of  Spaniards)  our  be- 
loved master,  Ferdinand  the  seventh  3 
finally,  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  na- 
tion, in  support  of  the  sacred  rights 
of  their  king,  and  in  token  of  the 
love  and  loyalty  which  they  bear  him ; 
these  are  the  events,  which  have  now, 
all  at  once,  been  made  known  to  the 
faithful  and  affectionate  subjects  of 
his  majesty,  living  in  these  remote  re- 
gions. 

\Vhat  an  assemblage  of  objects,  all 
calculated  to  excite  the  most  lively 
emotions  of  the  heart  of  every  loyal 
Spaniard !  Yet,  at  one  and  the  same 
instant,  every  other  feeling  has  been 
absorded  in  the  more  tender  and  ardent 
sensations  of  joy,  excited  by  th^  new 
dignity  and  splendour  which  theseevents 
have  imparted  to  the  throne  of  our  be- 
loved king  and  lord,  Ferdinand  the 
seventh  3  and  in  the  eagerness  with 
which  we  have  joined,  in  pronouncing 
our  solemn  vows  of  fidelity  on  the 
occasion  of  his  proclamation.  We 
have  never  reased  to  hope  and  believe, 
with  a  confidence  approaching  to  cer- 
tainty^ that  the  divine  protection  will 


still  continue  to  attend  on  a  cause  so 
just  and  holy,  on  a  cause  which  has  no 
object  but  our  king,  our  religion,  and 
our  country.  We  have  never  ceased 
to  think  of  the  heroic  exploits  ati  hicved 
in  so  admirable  a  manner,  and  almost 
at  the  same  instant,  for  the  chastise- 
ment and  expulsion  of  an  enemy, 
who  already  th6ught  that  he  had  sub- 
dued, by  force  of  arms,  the  whole 
country  of  Spain,  and  who  still  d  - 
tains  our  beloved  Ferdinand  the  se- 
venth, a  prisoner  in  his  dominions. 
And,  we  have  only  lamented,  that, 
separated  as  we  are  by  an  immense 
ocean  from  the  scene  oi  action,  we 
have  no  opportunity  of  contributing 
our  personal  aid,  to  bring  so  just  a 
cause  to  a  glorious  and  successful 
issue. 

In  those  effusions  of  loyalty,  to 
which  every  bosom  gave  loose,  amid 
the  solemn  ceremony  of  the  procla- 
mation, we  may  congratulate  ourselves 
on  having  furnished  an  unequivocal 
testimony,  that  we  are  the  same  peo* 
pie,  the  same  devoted  subjects  of  the 
king,  with  those  who  now  actually 
tread  the  illustrious  soil  of  Spain^  and 
who,  animated  only  by  one  wish  and 
by  one  view,  and  united  by  the  most 
just  and  sacred  bonds,  steadfastly  pur- 
sue the  single  purpose  of  rescuing 
their  august  and  beloved  sovereign, 
and  upholding  him  on  his  throne,  sur- 
rounded, with  a  splendour  and  glory, 
worthy  of  Spain  and  her  generous 
inhabitants, — a  splendour,  which  no- 
thing but  a  long  series  of  adversities 
could  in  any  manner  have  obscured. 

Such  are  the  sentiments,  such  are 
the  sincere  desires,  which  universally 
possess  the  subjects  of  his  majesty 
in  the  Philippine  Islands.  And,  al- 
though it  is  not  in  our  power  to  march 
in  person  to  the  relief  of  the  metropo- 
lis, there  yet  remain  to  us  two  methods 
of  cpniributing  to  the  success  of  the 
sacred  cause.  The  one  is,  generous- 
ly lo  lay  open  all  the  me an<i  at  our  dis- 
posal, with  the  view  of  assisting  and 
relieving  the  wants,  whirh  aie  insepa- 
rable from  gri:dt  military  undertakings  : 
the  other,  carefully  to  preserve  among 
us  that  unanimity,  so  essential  to  the 
great  end  in  yiew^  and  to  be  more  thac 
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ever  vigilant  in  the  maintennnce  of 
good  order  and  justice  in  this  happy 
soil.  So,  may  we  say  to  our  beloved 
Ferdinand  the  seventh;  "  Sire 3 — the 
inhabitants  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
have  deplored,  -with  bitter  sorrovi'-, 
the  calamities  which  have  afflicted 
your  majesty.  But^  at  the  saiT»e  time, 
while  your  majesty  has  never  been  one 
instant  absent  from  their  hearts,  they 
have  forgot  their  grief,  in  the  confi- 
dence, that  the  great  and  generous 
nation  of  Spain  have  known  how  to 
beat  down,  to  confound,  and  to  ex- 
tinguish the  perfidy  and  colossal  power 
of  our  enemies.  The'  Philippirie 
Islands  have  never  ceased  to  observe 
the  laws  of  concord,  regularity,  and 
justice;  in  order  that,  when  your 
majesty  shall  return  to  the  bosom  of 
your  beloved  country,  your  mnjesty 
may  know,  what  fidelity,  loyalty, 
and  aflrection,  are  to  be  found  in  this 
valuable  portion  of  your  dominions." 

What  a  delightful  spectacle  it  is  to 
behold  all  the  orders  of  the  state 
onited  together  in  sentiments  so  loyal ! 
The  government  itself, — the  superior 
and  inferior  tribunals, — the  ministers 
of  the  aJtar, — the  numerous  bands  of 
the  army, — every  individual,  in  fine, 
down  to  the  meanest  native  of  these 
territories,  joins  io  common  voice  of 
acclamation,  and,  with  sincerity  of 
heart, ,  offers  up  incessant  prayers  to 
heaven,  that  his  dear  and  beloved  king, 
Don  Ferdinand  the  seventh,  may  be 
blessed  with  many  and  happy  years, 
for  the  welfare  and  glory  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy. 

Makiano  Fernandez 

DbFolgub&as. 
Mamlla,  Feb.  14.  I8O9. 

Prince  of  Wales's  Islaxd 
Occurrences  for  October. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Malacca,  Sept, 
22,  received  per  Momington. 
The  market  for  opium  in  this 
quarter  ii  at  n  stand,  owing  to  the  non- 
arrival  of  the  Bouggiese  prows.  A  late 
bnfbrtunate  occurrence  has  had  the 
efifect  of  preventing  any  of  these  ves- 
sels from  coming  to  this  port.  About 
a  month  ago>  a  fleet  of  twenty-one 


Boug-giese  prows,  on  their  passage  up 
the  btraits  to  this  place,  fell  id  witli 
the  Piedroonjtaise  frigate,  oflf  Mount 
Formosa.  The  frigate  conceiving  irocn 
their  appearance,  that  they  were  pi- 
rates, and  it  is  often  extremely  difificult 
to  distinguish  vessels  of  tbat  descrip- 
tion from  trading  prows,  sent  her  boats 
armed  to  attack  the  fleet  of  supposed 
pirates.  The  Malays,  it  is  said,  per- 
ceiving the  mistake  under  which  they 
were  likely  to  be  attacked,  endeavoured 
to  explain  that  they  were  not  pirates; 
but  traders,  peaceably  proceeding  to 
Malacca  and  Ppnang.  They  could  not 
make  themselves  understood,  and  the 
attack  proceeded.  On  this,  the  Malajrs 
made  a  most  desperate  resistance  j  de- 
termined to  sell  their  lives  as  dearly  as 
possible,  many  of  them  ran  amack; 
and  rushing  headlong  with  their  creeses 
on  the  Europeans,  compelled  a  num- 
ber of  the  seamen  to  leap  over-board. 
After  a  smart  conflict,  unequal  from 
the  greater  number  of  Malays  who 
were  engaged,  the  boats  were  obliged 
to  return  to  the  frigate,  the  prows 
made  off,  and  returned  to  Rhio  and 
Lingin, 

'•  In  this  unfortunate  af&ir  we  had 
two  seamen  killed,  €i\Q  officers,  and 
about  30  seamen  severely  wounded^ 
some  of  these  are  desperately  mangled. 

"  The  commanding  officer  of  this 
settlement  has  dispatched  messengen 
and  letters  to  Rhio,  assuring  the  Raja, 
that  the  attack  on  the  fleet  of  prows, 
originated  entirely  in  mistake,  and  in- 
viting them  to  resort  to  this  port  as 
usual,  under  the  assurance  cf  a  cordial 
reception.  The  Malays  are  obstinate, 
and  refuse  td  visit  an  English  port 
Forty  prows  from  different  Malayan 
islands,  hearing,  upon  their  arrival  at 
Rhio,  of  the  attack  off  Formosa,  de- 
clined continuing  their  voyage  to  Pe- 
nang  and  Malacca,  to  which  ports  they 
were  bound,  and  they  now  remain  at 
Rh?o.  Mr.  Keok,  a  gentleman  of  this 
place,  possessing  much  influence  with 
the  Malays,  has  written  to  the  Raja, 
and  principal  people  at  Rhio,  in  the 
hope  of  effecting  a  reconciliation,  so 
desirable  to  our  commercial  interests. 

"  Opium  here  is  nominally  9OO  dol- 
lars per  chest  5  but  is  in  no  demand; 
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and  if  the  sale  be  forced  it  will  not 
produce  800.'* 

Prince  of  Wales's  Island 
Occurrences  for  November. 

On  Thursday,  the  Troubridge,  cap- 
tain Gourlay,  arrived  from  China, 
-whence  she  sailed  the  10th  Sept.  and 
came  down  the  inner  passage. 

The  markets  were  not  the  most  fa- 
vourable, but  the  arrival  of  some  Ame- 
ricans, with  dollars,  had  put  fresh  spi- 
rits into  the  merchants. 

The  Ladrones  were  very  numerous 
and  daring,  101  sail  were  lying  at  the 
second  bar,  when  the  Troubridge 
passed,  seemingly  with  the  intention 
to  attack  her.  They  had  attacked  the 
Auspicious  and  Dudaloy,  going  in^  and 
did  them  some  damage. 

An  American  brig^  with  four  lacs 
of  dollars  on  board,  was  attacked,  and 
Dearly  carried,  but  from  their  bad  ma- 
il ceuvering,  sh«  escaped,  and  took  re- 
fuge under  the  guns  of  his  majesty's 
ship  La  Dedaigneuse,  then  lying  in  the 
Xiper,  who  has  since  gone  against 
them. 

The  Mercury,  of  this  port,  had  been 
taken  up  by  the  Chinese  government, 
at  2000  dollars  per  day,  and  fitted  out 
as  a  privateer: — fifty  Americans  had 
volunteered  their  services  on  board. 
Captain  Williams,  late  of  the  Palmer, 
was  in  command  of  the  Mercury. 

The  Britannia,  also  of  this  port,  had 
been  taken  up  by  the  Manilla  govern- 
ment, at  a  very  handsome  rate,  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  Philippine  is* 
lands,  and  collecting  the  revenues. 
Captain  Court,  remamed  on  shore,  to 
dispose  of  the  cargo.  The  markets  at 
Manilla  are  stated  to  be  very  bad. 

Sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Tkurs* 
day,  idtfi  day  of  November. 
It  being  intimated  to  the  court,  on 
behalf  of  the  prisoner,  that  John 
Lyon  Phipps,  Esq.  one  of  the  grand 
jurors,  was  a  minor,  therefore  incapa- 
ble ;  the  recorder  declared  that  the  pri- 
•oner  could  only  avail  himself  of  this 
objection,  if  the  fact  was  so,  by  way  of 
a  plea  In  abatement  >  and  that  before 


any  other  plea  pleaded ;  however,  he 
was  willing  to  give  him  ihe  full  benefit 
of  it,  and  to  remove  all  dbubt.  Mr. 
Phipps  was  examined  upon  oath,  as  to 
his  age,  and  having  admitted  he  was  a 
minor,  the  recorder  observed,  that  a 
minor  ought  not  to  be  returned  by  the 
sheriff,  and  that,  in  point  of  law,  if 
any  one  of  the  grand  jury,  who  find 
an  indictment  be  an  incapable  person, 
or  not  such  a  lawful  juror  as  the  law 
acknowledges,  he  vitiates  the  whole, 
though  never  so  many  unexceptionabla 
persons  join  him  in  finding  the  bill ; 
he  would,  therefore,  in  th^  present  case 
remove  all  objection  at  the  prison- 
er's desire,  and  for  his  own  benefit, 
permit  him  to  withdraw  his  former  plea, 
and  allow  his  plea  in  abatement  of  tlie 
indictment,  which  he  accordingly 
quashed,  on  account  of  the  minority  of 
one  of  the  indictors : — he  then  ordered 
a  grand  jury  to  be  re-sworn  from  the 
same  pannel,  leaving  out  the  incapable 
person,  and  new  bills  of  indictment 
were  served  to  the  grand  jury,  which 
being  found,  the  prisoner  Thomas 
Courtnay,  was  .arraigned  and  having 
pled  not  guilty,  the  court  proceeded 
upon  his  trial. 

The  recorder  said  he  did  this  opon 
the  authority  of  Foster  and  Hall,  and  a 
case  of  the  king  against  M'Dernio(, 
which  happened  within  his  own  recol- 
lection before  the  late  lord  Avonmore, 
and  another  very  able  judge,  who  al- 
lowed a  plea  in  abatement  on  account 
of  the  incapacity  of  one  of  the  grand 
jurors,  upon  which  the  indictment  was 
quashed,  a  new  bill  found  before  ano- 
ther grand  jury,  and  the  prisoner  tried, 
convicted,  and  executed. 

Thomas  Courtnay,  a  young  man  of 
about  21,  m  the  artillery  service,  was 
tried  upon  two  indictments  j — the  first 
for  tho^  murder  of  Thomas  Shields,  a 
corporal  of  artillery,  who  was  shot  b^ 
him,  when  he  came  to  relieve  him  on 
guard  in  the  fort,  on  the  18th  of  last 
October,  in  consequence  of  resentment 
declared  by  the  prisoner  against  the 
deceased,  for  having  confined  him  in 
the  guard-house  that  morning  for 
drunkenness,  and  the  other  for  tho 
murder  of  Akow,  an  industrious  Chin? 
carpenter,  who  was  killed  in  cods& 
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qnence  of  a  wound  from  the  same  fire- 
lock and  by  the  same  ball  at  the  same 
time }  the  trial  was  a  most  interesting 
one,  not  only  on  account  ot  the  atrocity 
of  the  acis,  but  on  account  of  the  youth 
of  the  prisoner,  who,  from  the  history 
of  his  birth  and  family,  given  by  him  in 
his  defence,  ?'^cmed  destined  for  a  bet- 
ter fate* :  and,  after  a  very  long  trial, 
which  hst'^d  till  five  in  the  evening,  he 
was  convicted  upon  both  indictment*, 
upon  very  clear  evidence  ;  and  after  a 
very  pathetic  and  affecting  speech 
firorh  the  honourable  the  recorder,  he 
passed  judgment  of  death  upoo  him.— 
After  which  the  court  adjourned  until 
this  day ,when  another  trial  for  murder, 
of  a  very  interesting  nature,  committed 
in  one  of  the  southern  districts  of 
Soonghy  Teram,  will  be  proceeded 
upon. 

Court  of  Judicature,  Thursday,  23d 
day' of  November,  1 8O9. 
Aming,  a  Chinese,  was  indicted  for 
the  wilful  murder  of  Sycheit,  a  Chinese, 
at  Soonghy  Teram,  on  the  28th  of 
August  last.  It  appeared  that  the 
prisoner  and  the  deceased,  together 
with  one  Keong,  resided  together  in 
the  same  house  for  years,  near  a  pepper 
garden,  13  miles  distant  from  George 
Town  ;  that  the  deceased  was  missing 
from  his  residence,  and  no  account 
could  be  obtained  of  him  for  some 
time  5  that  the  prisoner  had  informed 
thosewho  had  enquired  for  the  deceased, 
that  he  had  gone  away  from  the  neigh- 
l)Ourhood,  and  that  he  expected  him 
back  in  three  or  four  months  j  so  the 
matter  rested  for  about  a  month,  when 
a  neighbour  passing  through  the  jungle, 
near  the  house  of  the  prisoner,  and 
KeoDg,  perceived  a  noisome  smell  and 
some  earth  newly  turned  up,  with  a 
spear  stuck  in  it,  upon  which  he  in- 
formed a  relation  of  the  deceased,  who 
went  there  with  the  constable  of  .the 
district,  and  found  the  bodj  of  the  de- 
ceased buried  a  cubit  under  ground, 
wrapped  up  in  the  mat  on  which  he 
QSually  slept,  and  in  his  curtains,  all 
stained  with  blood  ;  this  led  the  con- 
stable to  the  house  of  the  prisoner, 
'  "-ore  the  deceased  had  resided.  The 


prisoner  was  appr^ended,  and  Alock, 
a  labourer,  in  the  house;  Keong 
had  fled  a  few  days  before.  It  appeared 
by  Alock,  the  labourer's  evidence,  that 
he  was  awoke  from  his  sleep  about 
twelve  o'clock  at  night  in  August  last, 
and  that  he  saw  the  prisoner  and  Keong 
come  out  of  the  room  where  the  de- 
ceased slept,  each  with  a  bloody  knife 
in  his  hand,  and  that  they  threatened 
the  witness  with  immediate  death  if 
be  did  not  take  an  oath  of  secrecy,  not 
to  divulge  what  he  had  seen,  which  he 
did  take  under  terror;  and  he  swore 
that  the  prisoner  and  Keong  locked 
him  up  in  the  cookroom,  while  they 
took  the  body  out  and  buried  it  in  the 
jungle  where  if  was  found.  It  further 
appeared,  that  the  prisoner,when  taken 
up  by  the  constable,  first  said  he  did 
not  know  what  had  become  of  him 
who  niiurdered  the  deceased,  and  that 
he  did  not  know  who  had  murdered 
the  deceased,  or  what  had  become  of 
him ;  and,  afterwards,  declared  it  was 
by  Keong:  the  avowed  cause  of  the 
murder  was  resentment,  which  Keong 
entertained  against  the  deceased,  for 
some  threats  alleged  to  have  been 
made   by  the  deceased  against  hina. 

Sir.  E.  Stanley  delivered  a  clear  and 
explicit  charge  to  the  jury,  in  which  he 
pointed  their  attention  to  the  principal 
circumstances,  which  confirmed  the 
evidence  of  Alock,  and  particularly  the 
contradictory  accounts  of  the  deceased, 
given  by  the  prisoner,  when  he  was 
missed  from  the  neighbourhood,  and 
afterwards  admitting  that  he  was  mur- 
dered by  Keong  j  and  he  explained  to 
them  that  in  point  of  law,  although  the 
mortal  wounds  may  have  been  given 
by  Keong,  that  if  the  prisoner  was  pre- 
sent, aiding  and  assisting,  or  privy  to 
it,  and  joining  him  in  the  secret  burial 
of  the  deceased,  he  was  as  much  a 
principal  in  the  murder,  as  if  he  had 
given  the  mortal  wound  himself.  The 
jury  retired,  and  returned  a  verdict  of 
guilty  against  the  prisoner,  about  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  interesting 
trials  for  murder  which  has  hitherto 
occurred. 
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Prince  of  Wales's  Island 
Occurrences  for  December. 

PewANO,  December.— By  the  arrival 
of  the  Daphne,  captain  Hall,  from  Ma- 
nilla, whence  he  sailed  the  8th  ult.  the 
following  particulars  are  received  rela- 
live  to  the  shipping,  which  have  quitted 
India  on  speculation  to  Luconia,  since 
the  opening  of  the  Spanish  trade. 

The  under-mentioned  vessels  were 
laying  at  Manilla,  when  the  Daphne 
sailed. 

The  Barring,  Elliot ;  Sidney,  Col- 
ling wood  5  Kagle,  Webster;  Experi- 
ment, Cripps;  Union,  Thomas  5  Mary, 
Smith  3  Commerce,  Chapman;  Bal- 
four, Eaton  ;  a  brig,  Berley  ;  Portuguese 
ships  Activo,  Marrianne,  Primo,  and 
two  others. 

»  The  French  national  grab  Entrepre- 
nant,  arrived  on  the  3d  September, 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  with  duplicate  of 
the  La  Mouche's  dispatches,  and  some 
numbers  of  the  Times,  several  of  which 
with  paragraphs,  or  passages,  cut  out : 
the  grab  sent  a  boat  on  shore  with  mus- 
ters of  biscuits,  &c.  requesting  a  supply 
of  provisions ;  the  boat  was  detained, 
and  the  crew  imprisoned,  mean  while 
the  vessel  was  cruising  about  with  the 
flag  of  truce  flying,  and  on  the  next 
day  came  to  an  anchor  in  Centascido, 
when  some  of  the  English  and  Portu- 
gnese  vessels  firing  on  her,  she  cut  and 
ranoot  under  easy  sail ;  the  day  after, 
her  people  were  sent  off,  but  too  late  to 
reach  her.  There  were  from  fifty  to 
seventy  gun  boats  laying  in  the  river, 
bat  no  attempt  made  against  her.  The 
crews  of  two  American  vessels,  taken  by 
ber  on  the  coast  of  Pedier,  were  on 
board  her. 

Captain  Winther,  officers,  and  crew 
of  the  H.  C.  vessel  Margaret,  belong- 
ing to  this  port,  were  landed  from  her 
at  Manilla. 

Prior  to  the  sailing  of  the  Daphne, 
accounts  having  been  received,  tbiough 
the  channel  of  the  mutilated  Times 
before  noticed,  of  the  retreat  of  the 
British  arms,  from  Spain,  and  of  the 
subsequent  successes  of  the  French  in 
that  quarter  *,  the  government  had  fitted 
out  the  packet-boat  La  Mouche,  for  the 


Spanish  America;  but  she  had  not  sailed 
when  the  Daphne  came  away. 

Bencoolen 
Occurrences  for  1808. 

Bbncoolen,  Feb.  6. — Affairs  at 
this  settlement,  and  the  different  su- 
bordinates along  the  coast,  arc  in  a 
state  of  profound  peace  and  good 
order. 

The  season  has  proved  unhealthy 
at  Fort  Marlborough  ;  Mr.  Parry,  the 
resident,  and  Mr.  Siddons,  have  been 
both  seriously  indisposed, .  but  are 
entirely  recovered. 

The  stores  of  rice  and  provision 
have  fallen  rather  low;  this  circum- 
stance, however,  gives  no  room  for 
uneasiness,  '  as,  besides  the  supplies 
from  Bengal,  which  are  soon  expected, 
the  crops  of  grain  upon  the  ground 
promise  a  harvest  of  unusual  fertility. 

March  15 — Some  years  ago  the 
nutmeg  and  clove  trees  were  brought 
from  the  Molucca  islands,  and  intro- 
duced at  this  place.  The  trees  are 
loaded  with  fruit,  and  the  younger 
plantations  are  in  such  prosperity,  that 
iij  the  course  of  a  few  years  the  pro- 
duce of  Sumatra  will  be  competent  to 
the  supply  of  the  Europe  market  in 
its  demand  for  cloves,  nutmeg,  ahd 
mace ;  and  thus  a  valuable  branch  oi 
trade,  long  monopolized  by  the  Dutch, 
and  considered  necessarily  dependent 
on  the  possession  of  the  Molucca 
islands,  has  been  transferred  from  a 
foreign  country,  and  already  opens  to 
Great  Britain  a  new  source  of  national 
and  private  wealth. 

The  soil  and  climate  of  Sumatra 
are  particularly  favourable  to  the  clove 
and  nutmeg ;  but  no  small  part  of  the 
extraordinary  success  of  the  plantations 
established,  must  be  ascribed  to  the 
fostering  care  with  which  they  have 
been  nursed  in  their  earlier  stagt-s. 

The  nutmeg,  mace,  and  cloves,  in 
appearance,  and  the  more  essential 
point  of  quality,  are,  at  least,  equal  to 
those  produced  in  the  Molucca  islands. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from   Bencoolen, 
dated  July  21,  I8O9. 
**  I   DrpsiimA  vou  are   bv  this  time 
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acqaamted  with  the  total  destruction 
of  Padang,  by  fire  j  a  settlement,  lay- 
ing to  the  norihward,  formerly  be- 
longing to  the  Dutch  ;  but  which  is  at 
present  subject  to,  and  entertained  by> 
the  English  government. 

"  The  consequences  of  this  melan- 
choly catastrophe,  which  occurred  in 
February  last,  were  dreadful :  private 
property  having  been  consumed  to  a 
great  amount,  though  that  of  the  pub- 
lic did  not  sufier  so  much  on  the  oc- 
casion. 

"  The  fire  continued  increasing  so 
very  rapidly,  as  to  have  admitted  but 
little  to  be  saved ;  and  the  whole  town 
was,  in  the  space  of  two  hours,  levelled 
to  the  ground.  It  is  consolatory,  how- 
ever, to  observe,  that  few  lives  were 
lost. 

''  In  order  to  alleviate  the  distressful 
effects  of  this  unfortunate  disaster,  as 
far  as  it  lay  in  the  power  of  govern- 
ment, whose  compassion  and  humani- 
ty, was  greatly  excited  on  the  occasion, 
a  subscription  was  raised  on  account  of 
the  rehef  of  the  poor  sufferers,  which 
amounted  to  1866  dollars. 
I  '*  The  company,  exclusive  of  this, 
advanced  loans  of  money  to  the  extent 
of  some  thousand  dollars,  towards  en- 
abling the  distressed  to  rebuild  their 
houses,  and  carry  on  the  culivation, 
&c." 

Fort  Marlborough,  Aug.  IJ. — 
'*  "We  have  got  here  a  French  lieute- 
nant-colonel prisoner.  He  wa»  aid- 
de-camp  to  the  goveror  or  commander- 
in-chief  at  Batavia,  and  had  gone  to 
sea  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  in  a 
Prow,  but,  meeting  with  bad  weather 


from  the  southward,  be  was  obliged  to 
bear  up  for  Puio  Penang,  opposite  Croe, 
where  he  delivered  himself  up  to  the 
acting  resident,  who  sent  him  to  this 
place.  He  will,  I  suppose,  arrive  in 
Calcutta  at  the  same  time  you  receive 
this,  as  I  believe  it  is  proposed  to  send 
him  in  the  Lord  Castlereagh.  In  tlie 
latter  end  of  April  last,  we  had  a  visit 
from  the  Cannonier  and  LaureL 
They  stood  in  much  nearer  than  Rat 
Island :  but,  gaining  information,  I 
suppose,  that  there  was  no  vessel  in 
Pulo  Bay,  stood  off  afterwards  to  the 
northward.  We  were  greatly  afraid, 
they  would  have  fallen  in  with  the 
Castlereagh  and  Anna  ;  and,  bad  these 
ships  come  the  inner  passage,  they 
certainly  would  have  been  captured, 
as  the  French  vessels  were  at  anchor 
off  Padang  for  the  space  of  four  days. 

*'  As  soon  as  our  two  ships  arrived, 
they  were  put  into  the  Bason^  at  Rat 
Island  ;  and  measures  were  taken  for 
repairing  and  planking  the  old  platform 
ithere,  and  for  building  a  furnace  for 
healing  shot.  That  is  now  finished, 
and  we  have  two  24  pounders  and  an 
eight-inch  morter  mounted  on  the 
island.  Soon  after  we  had  got  every 
thing  in  readiness,  two  strange  sail 
were  seen,  when  we  iu^tatly  cleared 
for  action,  both  ashore  and  on  board. 

''  They  did  not  come  in,  however, 
but  stood  to  the  southward.  On  a  se- 
cond occasion,  every  thing  was  sigjutt 
cleared  for  action  5  but  the  vessels 
proved  to  be  the  Procris  and  Dasher, 
brig  and  sloop  of  war.  They  remain- 
ed foqr  days,  to  get  water  and  bul-* 
locks." 


Ceylon  Occurrences  for  January,    I8O9* 


General  orders, 
January  I. — The  establishment  of 
the  civil  branch  of  the  ordnance  in  this 
island  having  been  considerably  altered, 
by  orders  from  the  master-general  and 
the  honourable  the  board  of  ordnance. 


lieutenant-general  Maitland  is  pleased 
to  publish  the  following  appointmentSi 
which  have  taken  place  in  that  depart- 
ments 

Kenelm  Chandler,  esq.  to  be  storb* 
keeper  -,  Alexander  Gordon,  esq.  to  b^ 


CEYLON  OCCHRRENCES  FOR  JANUARY,  I8O9. 


^n 


derk  of  the  survey;  P.  O.  Elbard,  to 
be  clerk  of  the  cheque. 

In  consequence  of  a  communica* 
tion  from  the  respective  ofBcers  on 
this  island,  lieutenant-general  Mait- 
land  has  been  pleased  to  publish,  until 
further  orders,  the  following^ppoint- 
meots,  made  by  the  roaRter-general 
and  the  honourable  the  board  of  ord- 
nance. 

Mr.  Robert  Smith  to  be  assistant 
commissary  to  the  field  train  depart- 
ment on  Ceylon  ;  Mr.  James  Walker 
and  Mr.  George  Higgins  to  be  clerks 
of  stores  to  ditto. 

Galle,  Jan.  6. — The  following  Hit 
of  promotions^  by  brevet  in  the  army 
serving  in  Ceylon,  is  published,  by  the 
commander  of  the  forces,  for  their 
information. 

Colonel  Charles  Baillie,  of  the  3d 
s  Ceylon  regiment,  to  be  major-general, 
date  April  25 ih,  1808. 

Lieutenant-colonel  John  Wilson, 
deputy  quarter-master- general,  on  the 
half  pay  of  the  late  5  th  garrison  bat- 
talion, to  t>e  colonel,  date  AprH  25th, 
1808. 

Brevet  major  George  Herbert, 
Adams,  of  the  66th  regiment,  to  be 
lieutenant^^polonel,  date  April  25th, 
J  808. 

Lieutenant-general  Maitland  ao- 
noonces  the  above  promotion  of  major- 
general  Baillie  to  the  forces  under  his 
orders,  with  a  mixed  feeling  of  satis- 
faction and  regret. 

He  does  now  and  ever  shall  experi- 
ence the  ipost  lively  ^tisfi|ction  at  any 
increase  of  the  major-general's  milita- 
ry rank  graciously  conferred  on  him  by 
his  sovereign,  which,  by  enlarging  the 
«cale  of  his  military  command,  will  ex- 
tend his  ability  of  rendering  essential 
service  to  his  king  and  country. 

But  It  is  with  the  most  sincere  regret, 
the  lieutenant-general  reflects,  that  the 
cnajor-geoerars  pronK>tk>n  will  deprive 
him,  and  the  force  in  this  island,  of 
the  further  benefit  of  the  major-gene- 
ral's valuable  services — Service*  which 
have  most  deservedly  acquired  him  the 
diHtincc  approbation  of  his  majesty, 
and  his  royal  highness  the  comn)ander- 
in-chief— which  have  securijd  to  him 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  everv  officer 


with  whom  he  has  served,  and  the 
friendship  and  affection  of  ail  his  ma- 
jesty's civil  servants  under  this  govern- 
ment. 

The  lieutenant-general  feels  himself 
particularly  called  on  to  return  his 
personal  thanks  to  tlie  major  g*^ncra], 
for  the  very  able  assistance  he  has  af- 
forded him  as  second  in  command,  of 
which  he  can  with  truth  say,  he  will 
ever  retain  a  due  and  permanent  recol- 
lection. 

Major-general  Baillie  will  receive  the 
honours  of  a  major  general  in  com- 
mand during  his  further  residence  in 
the  island,  and  all  orders  coming  from 
him  are  to  be  strictly  obe}ed. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Bridges,  royal 
engineers,  is  appointed  commandant  of 
Colombo,  vice  brigadier-general  Baillif 
promoted. 

(Signed)      H.  Q.  Brownriog, 
/  Dep.  adj. -gen. 

General  orders.  Head-quarters,  Tan- 
galle,  January,  12,  ISOg, 
The  general  couri-martijl,  of  which 
the  honourable  lieutenant-colonel  P. 
Stuart,  of  the  19th  regiment,  is  presi- 
dent, is  approved  and  dissolved. 

CRIMB.  ' 

Captain  Charles  Henry  Steel,  2d 
Ceylon  regiment,  ordered  in  arrest  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Kerr,  annmjnding 
the  2d  Ceylon  regiment,  for  behaviour 
infamous  and  scandalous,  such  as  is 
unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman — in  the  ibllowing 
instances : 

J  St.  For  his  having,  on  the  evening 
of  the  19th  ult.  gone  uninvited  into 
the  quarters  of  lieutenant  Thomas 
James  Rodney,  of  the  2d  Ceylon  regi- 
ment, who  was  with  a  party  of  offi* 
cers  of  the  navy  and  army,  and  having, 
on  that  occasion,  made  use  of  Ian; 
guage  so  indecent  and  improper,  as  in- 
duced lieutenant  Rodney  and  another 
officer,  t^ien  present,  to  call  captain 
Steel  an  impertinent  fellow,i  or  words 
to  that  effect,  and  further  induced 
lieutenant  Rodney  to  desire  him  to 
quit  his  house. 

2d.  For  having,  after  drawing  on 
himself  the  above  treatment,  to  dis- 
graceful to  an   officer,  cond^ccadod 
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to  patch  up  matters  by  his  proposing  to 
make,  and  by  making  an  apology  to 
lieutenant  Rodney  before  the  said 
otficers  of  the  navy  and  army,  instead 
of  first  calling  on  that  officer  to  atone 
for  having  so  insulted  and  disgraced 
him,  thereby  rendering  his  character  as 
in  officer  contemptibly.     ^ 

3d.  For  having  given  in  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  regiment,  who  called  hitn  ^ 
to  account  for  bis  conduct  as  above 
stated,  a  partial,  and  incorrect  state- 
ment thereof 

(Signed)     H.  Q.  BiowMRfGa, 

Dep.  adj.-gen. 
Dep,  adj. 'gen.* s  office, 

Columbo,  Dec.  20,  1808. 

SEKTEMCB. 

The  court,  having  folly  and  maturely 
considered  and  weighed  all  the  evi- 
dence brought  forward  by  the  pro- 
secutor in  support  of  the  tint  charge 
(as  stated  above),  asw^ll  as  what  the 
prisoner  has  adduced  in  his  defence,  it 
of  opinion,  (though  it  can  by  no  means 
approve  of  the  proceedings  stated  to 
have  taken  place  on  the  Iptb  Novem- 
ber,) that  he  is  not  guilty  of  behaviour 
infamous  and  scandalous,  such  as  is 
unbecoming  the  character  of  an  offi- 
cer and  a  gentleman,  as  is  set  forth 
in  the  charge.  It,  therefore,  does  fully 
^qnit  him  of  the  same. 

With  regard  to  the  second  charge, 
(as  above  stated)  the  court  is  of  opinion 
that  he  is  not  guilty  of  behaviour  in- 
f.imous  and  scandalotis,  such  ^s  is  unbe- 
coming the  character  of  an  officer  and 
gentleman  in  this  instance,  iind  doet 
honourably  acquit  him  thereof. 

With  regard  to  the  third  charge, 
(as  iibove  stated)  the  court  is  of  opi- 
nion that  he  is  not  guilty  of  behaviour 
infamous  and  scandalous,  such  as  is 
unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman  in  this  instance,  and 
does  acquit  him  thereof. 

The  court,  having  thus  given  its 
opinion  on  the  charges  exhibited 
,  against  captain  Steel,  feels  itself  called 
upon  to  notice  a  circumstance  which 
aro«e  pending  the  trial,  as  extremely 
irregular  towards  a  witness,  which, 
without  .imputing  to  the  prosecutor 
motives  of  det'eating  the  ends  of  jus- 
liccj  appeared  to  tho  court  to  have  had 


the  efiect  of  influencing  the  mind  of 
the  witness,  who  is  a  very  young  man, 
and  intimidating  him  in  his  subse-, 
quent  evidence ;  and  which  obliged 
the  court  to  decline  hearing  any  more 
evidence  from  that  witness. 

(Signed)     P.  Stuait, 
Lieut. -col.  19th  regt.  prest. 
(Signed)     Fred.  Hakkbt, 
Capt.lQth  regt.offig.  jadge-advo* 
Approved. 

(Signed)    T.  Maitland, 
Lieut.-gen. 

Lieutenant-general     Maitland    bai 
read,  with  much  pain,  the  proceedings  of 
the  above  general  court-martial,  aod 
completely  conccu^m  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  as  specified  on  the  first  charge, 
that  proceedings  of  the  nature  of  tbost 
stated  to  have  taken  place  on  thelQtbof 
November,  are,  in  all  instances,  not  to 
be  approved  of,  and  are  extremely  ino- 
propcr ;  but  he  wishes  particularly  to 
allude  to  a  paper  signed  by  the  officer! 
at  the  head-quarters  of  the  second  Cey- 
lon regiment,  which    he   feels  it  his 
duty  unequivocally    to  state,    in  bis 
opinion,  to  be  in  principle  most  er- 
roneous, in  language  most  improper, 
and  in  its  application  and  consequences 
most  subversive  of  military  discipline 
and  justice.     For  the  younger  officers, 
who  signed  it,  some  apology  may  be 
drawn  from  tlieir  youth  and  inexpe« 
rience,.  and    the    example    of  tbeir 
seniors ;   but  the  captains  are  deprived 
of  the  first  of    these  pleas,  aiid  tbt 
command'mg  officer,   UeutenaDt-cok>- 
nel  Kerr,    can    plead    neither.    Tbt 
lieutenant-general      must,     therefiwe, 
state,  that  it  appears  to  him,  the  con- 
duct of  that  officer,  whether  in  ibc 
instance  of  the  point  so  judiciously  and 
very  moderately  stated  at  the  end  of  the 
sentence  itself,  or  in  the  instance  abo?c 
alluded  io,  is  extremely  reprehensible; 
and  he  iru«ifs  ihat  no,  suppositions,  of 
mist.ikcn    ideas  of    humanity,  or  dq 
moruentary  impulse  of   feelingi  wiJl 
again  induce  lieutenant-colonel  Kerr, 
or  any  other  officer,  to  deviate  from 
I  he  direct  and  obvious  line  of  military 
duty  ',  or  to  violate  the  observance  and 
respect  eminentty  due  to  tlw*  couit,  bf 
fore  winch  he  was  a  prosecutor. 
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This  order  will  be  read,  the  day  it  is 
received,  at  the  head-quarters  of  every 
Tegirnent  on  the  island^  on  the  public 
parade. 

Captain  Charles  Henry  Steel,  of  the 

2d  Ceylon  regiment,  will  immediately 

join  the  head-quarters  of  his  regiment. 

(Signed)     H.  Q.  Brownki'og, 

Dep.-adj. -general. 

General  orders. 
Mount  Lavinia,  January  24.— 
Major-general  Baillie  having  been 
absent  at  the  period  his  promotion  ap- 
peared in  general  orders,  the  lieut.- 
general  has  extreme  satisfaction  in 
now  publishing  the  following  order, 
which  the  major-general  has  requested 
may  be  communicated  to  the  trcops 
w*ho  have  been  under  his  immediate 
command. 

Ord&s  by  Major-general  Baillie. 
Colombo,  Jan.  22d,  4809. 

Mjgor-general  Baillie,  previous  to 
his  quitting  the  island,  begs  to  return 
his  sincere  thanks  to  the  officers  in 
contmand  pf  corps,  and  to  the  officers 
and  troops  in  general,  whom  he  has 
had  the  honor  immediately  to  com- 
mand, daring  a  period  of  above  eight 
years,  for  the  uniform  attention,  good 
conduct  and  discipline  they  have  ob- 
served and  maintained. 

The  zeal  they  have  always  display- 
ed, the  cordiality  amongst  the  corps 
which  has  constantly  existed,  and  the 
readiness  they  have  ever  manifested  to 
meet  his  wishes,  at  the  first  moment, 
have  equally  contributed  to  theJr  own 
honor,  to  the  good  of  his  majesty's 
service,  and  to  the  comfort  and  happi- 
ness of  the  major-general. 

He  begs  leave  to  add,  that  the  sen- 
timents he  has  now  stated  will  remain 
ifidelibly  impressed  on  his  mind. 

Ceylon 
Occurrences  for  February. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Ceylon  Government 
Gazette, 
Sir, 
I  bqg  leave  to  enclose  an  abstract  of 


throughout  the  different  districts  on 
Ceylon,  during  1808',  amounting  to 
20,207,  which  exceeds  the  proportion 
of  any  former  year,  and  when  added  to 
76,823,  the  number  previously  vac- 
cinated, makes  a  total  of  103,035  per- 
sons, who  have  been  officially  report- 
ed to  me,  as  having  regularly  passed 
through  the  vaccine  disease,  since  its 
first  introduction  into  this  island  in 
J  802. 

The  dreadful  ravages  which  the 
small  pox  usually  committed  on  Cey- 
lon, previous  to  the  introduction  of  vac- 
cination, must  be  in  the  recollection 
of  every  one  -,  and  it  affords  me  infinite 
pleasure  to  observe,  that,  agreeable  to 
the  most  certain  information  I  have 
been  enabled  to  procure,  that  destruc- 
tive malady  has  not  existed  in  any  part 
of  the  British  possessions  on  this  island, 
during  the  year  1808,  except  in  the 
district  of  Galle,  into  which  it  was 
brought  on  the  3 1st  of  Januar}',  by  a 
Maldivian  boat,  last  from  Bengal. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  crew  of 
this  boatdied,  and  the  disease  was  com- 
municated by  a  fisherman  whovisited 
it,  on  its  first  arrival,  to  two  or  three 
inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Galle,  but  spread  no  fprther,  which 
must  be  atributed  chiefly  to  the  favour- 
able influence  of  vaccination,  which 
has  been  so  extensively  diffiise^  in  that, 
and  the  other  districts  of  the  island. 

I  have  the  honour  to  l>e.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Christie, 
Med.-supt.-gen. 
Colombo,  lOth  Feb,  I8O9. 

General  orders. 
Ho-ftRS.  Mount  Lavinia,  28th  Feb. 
Lieutenant-general  Mailland,  having 
just  received  private  information  that 
the  detachment  of  his  Majesty's  3d 
Ceylon  regiment,  how  serving  on  the 
coast^  have  in  an  attack,  the  first  in 
which  they  were  ever  engaged,  con- 
ducted themselves  in  the  usual  manner 
which  all  his  Majesty's  regiments  have 
ever  done  when  called  upon  to  serve 
their  king  and  their  country,  directs 
that  the  part  of  that  regiment  on  this 
island  do  receive  an  extra  allowance  of 
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approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  de- 
tachment on  the  coast,  and  his  con- 
tictlon  that,  whenerer  the  rest  of  the 
regiment  is  called  into  action,  it  will 
beliave  with  similar  zeal,  and  similar 
advantage  to  the  public  service. 

^  Feb.  15.— On  Tuesday,  at  3  P.  M. 
his  Majesty's  ship,  Belliqueux,  with 
the  H.  C.  ships.  Lady  Jane  Dundas, 
Jane,  Duchess  of  Gordon,  and  William 
Pitt,  under  convoy,  sailed  from  these 
roads,  to  join  the  remainder  of  the  fleet, 
consisting  of  the  H.  C.  ships,  Hugh  In- 
glis.  Sovereign,  Calcutta,  Bengal,  Ben- 
sley,  Harriet,  Euphrates,  Indus,  Nor- 
thumberland, Earl  St.  Vincent,  Lord 
Eldon,  and  Huddard,  under  convoy  of 
H.  E.  Vice  Admiral  Sir  E.  Pellew.  Bt. 
in  the  Culloden,  and  H.M.  ship,  Terp- 
•ichore,  which  had  left  Point  de  Galle 
on  the  same  day. 

His  excellency  lieut.-gen.Macdowall, 
daring  the  short  stay  he  made  at  Co- 
lombo, resided  with  the  governor,  and 
was  received  amongst  his  old  friends 
at  Ceylon  with  every  mark  of  aifection 
and  respect ;  and  the  usual  honors,  due 
to  his  rank,  were  fired  on  his  landing, 
and  re-embarkation. 

in  addition  to  the  passengers,  pro- 
ceeding to  England  in  the  above  fleet 
from  the  several  presidencies  of  India, 
the  following  embarked  from  thi» 
ibland. 

The  hon.  Alexander  Johnston,  esq. 
puisne  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
of  judicature,  on  tlie  I.-^lind  of  Ceylon. 

Mrs.  Johnston  and  family,  Miss 
Mary  Twisleton,  Major  General 
Charles  Baillie,  the  reverend  Wm.  H. 
Hey  wood,  Renelm  Chandler,  esq. 

Xhe  honourable  Alexander  John- 
ston, esq.  pviisne  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  judicature  on  the  Island  of 
Ceylon,  and  second  member  or  coun- 
cil, being  on  the  eve  of  his  departure 
for  Europe,  on  his .  Milje^ty's  service, 
the  most  respectable  Dutch  inhabitants 
and  burghers  of  Colombo,  and  the 
native  headmen,  the  prt-sident  and 
memberi  of  the  Dutch  c<i!isistory  of 
C()lombo,  the  priests  and  members  of 
the  Roman  catholic  religion,  and  the 
officers  of  the  sr.preme  court  of  judi- 


addresses,  expressive  of  their  high  ad-r 
miration  of  his  character,  and  their 
earnest  wishes  for  his  prosperity  and 
happiness. 

The  unanimous  address  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's civil  servants,  on  the  Island  of 
Ceylon, 

To  major-general  Charles  Baillie,  colO' 
nel  of  H.  M.  3d  Ceylon  regiment, 
and  late  commandani  of  Colombo. 

SlB,    * 

After  having  had  the  gratification  of 
living  with  you  for  many  years,  on 
terms  of  the  most  cordial  intercoufso 
and  good  will,  you  cannot  be  surprised 
if,  on  the  occasion  of  your  return  to 
Europe,  we  unite  to  express  our  regret 
at  your  departure,  our  respect  for  your 
character,  and  our  attachment  to  your 
person. 

In  you,  Sir,  we  lose  one  of  the  great* 
est  ornaments,  and  one  of  the  best 
supports,  of  our  society.  By  your  un- 
bounded hospitality,  it  has  been  earn- 
estly promoted  ;  by  your  cheerfulness, 
constantly  enlivened  ;  and  by  your  ge- 
nuine worth,  and  engaging  manners, 
eminently  improved.  But  the  diminii« 
tion  of  our  social  enjoyments  is  by  no 
means  the  whole  extent  of  our  loss;— 
while  we  have  felt  the  influence  of 
your  pi ivate  virtues,  we  have  also  par- 
taken of  the  benefit  of  your  put>lic 
conduct.  To  your  unremitted  atten- 
tion, we  consider  ourselves  greatly  in* 
debted  for  the  sh-ict  order  aiK]  disci- 
pline of  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand, which  has  rendered  the  resideoct 
of  a  military  station  as  quiet  and  re- 
gular as  (hat  of  the  best  constituted 
civil  government. 

Under  the  impulse  of  tl  ese  feelings, 
we  beg  leave  to  express  our  anxi6i2S 
solicitude  tor  your  future  welfare,  and 
for  the  perfect  re-est^blishmentof  your 
health,  and  to  request  your  acceptanct 
of  a  piece  of  plate,  with  an  inscriptioa 
that  may  perpetuate  the  sincere  senti- 
ments of  our  lasting  esteem  and  regard. 

That  you  may  long  live  to  tJevote  It 
your  country  those  talents  aikl  services, 
by  VI  hich  your  active  and  useful  life  has 
been  so  honourably  distinguished,  is 
our  concluding  and  ardent  wish. 
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To  which  the  major-gcDeral  answer- 
ed as  follows : 

Gentlemeit, 
This  unexpected  tribute    of  your 
tsteem  and  regard,  I  receive  wilh  the 
purest  impressions  of   gratitude  and 
respect. 

FJattering  jas  such  an  address,  with 
the  token  of  remembrance  which  ac- 
companies it,  must  have  been  to  any 
person  in  my  situaiion,  they  become 
infinitely  more  valuable  to  nie,  who 
have  Jived  in  the  most  intimate  and 
social  habits  with  you,  for  so  many 
years  of  uninteriupted  cordiality. 

They  convey  the  opinion  of  those 
who  are  endeared  to  me  by  mutual  ties 
of  friendsnipand  affection,  with  whom 
my  feelings  are  reciprocal,  and  who 
have  impressed  me  with  every  senti- 
ment which  so  honourable  a  testimony 
of  approbation  merits,  and  of  which 
a  warm  and  grateful  heart  is  suscep- 
tible. ^ 


Ceylon 
Occurrences  for  March. 

To  captain  Jones,  commanding  the  ho- 
noural'le  company's  ship,  ff^alt ham- 
slow. 

Sir, 
We  cannot  permit  you  to  depart 
from  Colombo,  without  expressing  the 
snrong  ^nse  we  entertain  of  the  po- 
liteness,  hospiia'ity,  and  gentlemanly 
attention,  experienced  in  the  Wal- 
tbamstow. 

Though  our  stay  with  you  was  for 
a  short  period,  we  beg  you  to  accept 
oar  sincere  wishes  for  your  future 
happiness ;  and  should  the  service 
allow  the  opportunity  of  meeting  yoa 
again,  we  shall  feel  the  truest  satis- 
faction. 

We  are.  Sir,  with  every  respect, 
your  obedient,  humble  servants, 

D.  M'Bean,  maj.  89th  regt. 
And  the  officers  of  the  89th  regi- 
ment,  who  were  on  board  the 
Walthamstow. 

Colombo,  March  12,  I8O9. 


Answer  from  captain  Jones, 
Sir  and  Gentlfmen, 
I  have  had  the  honour  jof  receiving 
your  letter  of  yesterday,    conveying 
your  sentiments,  and.  that  of  the  offi- 
cers of  your  corps  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  bringing  round  fropi  Trincomallee 
to  this  place,  which  flattering '  testi- 
mony  of  your  esteem  for  me,  and  good 
opinion  of  my  conduct,  I  beg  leave  to 
assure  you,  has  afforded  me  the  high- 
est   gratification,   and   to  add,  that    I 
shall  always  have  much  satisfaction  in 
accommodating,    to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  not  only   the  officers  of  his 
Majesiy*s  89th  regiment,  but  also  any 
of  his  Majesty's  oflftcers  in  this  conn- 
try  J   and  only  lament,  that  circum- 
stances prevented  me  from  giving  you 
better  accommodation  during  our  pas- 
sage round. 
I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Jonbs. 
To  major  M'Bean,  and  the  ojfieers 

of  the  Bgth  regiment. 
CoUmbo,  March   13,   I8O9, 

Correspondence, 
Colombo,  March  29.— The  ho- 
nourable Edmund  Henry  Lushington, 
esq.  laie  puisne  justice  and  provisi- 
onal chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
of  judicature  on  this  island,  having 
resigned  his  oflSce  of  provisional 
chief  justice,  and  being  on  the  eve  of 
returning  to  Europe,  the  principal, 
and  most  respectable,  of  the  Dutch 
inhabitants  of  Colombo,  waited  upon 
him,  and  presenter  the  following  ad- 
dress : 

2o  the  honouralle  Edmund  Lushinglor  , 
esq.  chief  justice  of  the  island  oj 
Ceylon. 

Honourable  Sir, — We,  the  under- 
signed Dutch  inhabitants  of  Colombo, 
urged  by  your  sudden  and  unexpected 
resignation  of  your  important  situation, 
with  an  intention  to  return  to  your  na- 
tive country,  feel  it  a  duty  incumbent 
upon  us  to  impart  to  you  our  unfeign- 
ed sorrow  on  the  occasion. — It  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  express  ourselves  in  a  . 
language  equal  to  our  feelings;  for, 
whatever  reason  we  mayi]^<d^%  sftci 
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ourselves,  that  your  successor  will  fol- 
low up  your  example  in  the  laborious 
duties  of  that  very  high  office,  which 
you  have  fulfilled,  with  the  most  strict 
zeal,  precision,  and  unshaken  perse- 
verance; nevertheless,  our  havin^  so 
long  experienced  the  great  advantage, 
derived  from  your  equal  and  nfiost  im- 
partial administration  of  pstice,  we 
cannot  see  you  depart  from  this,  with- 
out expressing  the  deepest  and  most 
heart- felt  regret,  and,  as  a  tribute  due 
to  your  uncommon  merit,  and  in  token 
of  our  sincere  gratitude —  we  have 
to  beg  your  acceptance  of  our  warmest 
thanks,  for  the  indefatigable  and  un- 
remitted vigilance  you  have  so  strictly 
manifested  in  our  behalf;  and  we  sin- 
cerely .vish  that  your  voyage  to  Eu- 
rope may  be  prosperous,  and  nothing 
can  ever  atford  us  more  infinite  plea- 
sure than  to  hear,  from  time  to  time, 
of  your  future  welfare  in  life;  — and 
have  the  satisfaction  to  subscribe  our- 
selves. 

Colombo,  March  6,  I8O9. 


To  which  the  honourahle  chief  justice 
answered  as  follows : 

Gentlemen,—- Allow  me  to  assure 
you  that  the  expression  of  your  esteem, 
and  good  wishes,  upon  iny  approaching 
departure,  is  not  the  less  gratifying  to 
myself,  because,  till  yesterday  even- 
ing, it  was  altogether  unknown,  aixi 
unexpected,  by  me.  You  will  allow 
^me,  al<o,  to  add,  that  ii  is  the  more 
gratifying  from  the  honourable  mp:ives 
from  which  alone  it  can  HI ise. 

If  my  endeavour  to  administer  jus- 
tice, according  to  those  pure  principles 
which  form  the  common  basis  of  law, 
in  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  have 
procured  me  your  ebteein,  it  can  be 
owing  only  to  your  disinterested  regard 
for  those  principle".  The  good  opi- 
nion which  so  many  respectable  gen- 
tlemen have  done  me  the  honour  to 
express,  flowing  from  a  source  so  truly 
honourable  to  themselves,  roust  ever 
be  remembered  by  me  with  the  highest 
satisfaction. 

Colombo,  March  15,  I8O9. 


Ceylon 
Occurrences  for  April. 

General  Orders,        / 

Head-quarters,  Mount  Lavitaa, — April 
8,   I8O9. 

Lieutenant-geie'-al  Maitland  takei 
the  earliest  opportunity,  after  his  re- 
turn to  the  soat  of  government,  to 
exprej^s  to  lieutenant-colonel  Monricc, 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  de- 
tachment of  the  3d  Ceylon  regiment,/ 
lately  returned  to  this  island,  his  mark- 
ed approbation  of  their  conduct  when 
detached  on  service. 

He  naturally  did  expect,  where  a 
regiment  had  been  formed  under  the 
imniediale  eye,  and  under  the  happy 
auspices,  of  major- general  BaiDie  and 
lieutenant-colonel  Morrice,  that  any 
part  of  it  would  conduct  itself,  under 
any  circumstances,  with  equal  pro- 
priety and  gallantry.  In  this  expec- 
tation he  has  not  been  deceived,  and 
he  directs,  that  part  of  the  regiment, 
returned  from  the  coast,  be  struck  off 
all  duty  for  the  three  ensuing  days, 
and  do  receive  double  rations  of  every 
kind. 

In  regard  to  those  who  may  have 
suffered  during  their  late  service,  his 
excellency  the  governor  requests,  that 
lieutenant-colonel  Morrice  will  sub- 
mit to  him  a  list,  upon  the  occasion, 
of  such  men  as  he  deems  deserving^ 
such  indulgence,  as  ii  is  his  excel- 
lency's intention,  that  they  shall  be 
discharged,  T:onditionally,  from  tlie  re* 
giment,  and  receive  an  allotment  of 
land,  and  a  provision  for  life,  each. 

The  respective  otiioers  of  the  ord- 
nance department  will  assemble,  im- 
mediately, for  the  purpose  of  submit- 
ing,  to  the  lieutenant-general,  their 
opinion  upon  the  most  eligible  mode 
of  constructing  permanent  sheds,  both 
at  Colombo  and  Trincomalee,  for  the 
field  train,  &c.  at  each  of  those  placei, 
and  to  frame  such  instructions,  as  they 
may  deem  fitting,  for  the  clerk  of  tbe 
cheque  ai  Trincomalee,  and  the  senior 
clerk  of  stores,  of  the  field  train,  about 
to  proceed  there,  for  their  guidance, 
in  conformitv  to  the  coucloding  para* 


CEYLON  OCCURRENCES  FOR  AUGUST,  1809. 


183 


pttiph  of  the  letter  transmitted,  by  the 
reapective  officers,  to  mnjor  Edwards, 
militarj  secretary,  under  dale  the  7th 
of  March. 

The  69th  regiment  will  be  inspected, 
by  the  lieutenant-general,  pn  the  24th 
instant,  on  the  Galle  face.  The  regi- 
ment to  be  taken  off  all  duties  on  that 
day,  and  to  parade  in  light  marching 
order. 

Second  lieutenant  Edwards,  3d  Cey- 
lon regiment,  is  appointed  to  act  as 
tgctra  aid-de-camp  until  furtber  orders, 
And  is  to  be  obeyed  accordingly. 

Memorandum  relative  to  the  interment 

of  major   Beaver,  q/*  his  majesty's 

\gth  regimeni. 

The  Funeral  Party,— With  the 
drums  and  fifes  o^  the  69th  regiment, 
and  the  band  of  the  3d  Ceylon,  under 
the  command  of  major  M'Bean,  1qQ\\\ 
regiment. 

THE  BODY. 
Pall  Be  a  ebki,— Lieut. -colonel 
Morrice,  3d  Ceylon  regiment;  major 
Gtiaplin,  2d  ditto;  major  Edwards, 
ad  ditto  ;  captain  Foote,  his  majesty's 
ship  Piedmontese ;  major  Wilson,  de- 
puty barrack-master-general;  major 
Colebroke,  royal  artillery. 

Chief  Mourner,— The  governor. 
.  Members  of  his  majesty's  council,— 
Mr.  Wood^  and  the  hon.  J.  Rodney. 

AIDES-DE-CAMP. 
the    6OLOWIAL    OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  his  majesty's  ship. 

La  Piedmontese. 
The  officers  of  the  general  staff. 
The  commandant  of  Colombo, 
with  his  staff. 
The  civil  servants  according  to  their 
rank,  the  senior  in  front. 
The  commandant  will  direct  a  pro- 
per number  of  non-commissioned  of- 
licers  to  attend,  to  prevent  any  crowd- 
ing, ornndue  ini<»rUrence. 

The  senior  officers  of  corps,  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  list,  will  march 
their  officers,  on  the  firing  of  the  first 
gon,  in  regular  order,  accordiug  to 
their  rank,  to  the  quarters- from  which 
the  body  of  the  late  major  Beaver  is 
to  be  carried.  They  are  requested  'to 
observe  the  utmost  regularity^  and  to 
take  care  that  00  offioer^  upon  any  ac- 


couot,  deviates  from  the  spirit  of  that 
propriety  and  regularity  which  ought 
to  be  observed  upou  such  an  occa^ 
sion. 

Major  Beaver  has  left  a  widow  and 
three  children,  in  England,  to  lament 
his  loss  ;  and  the  only  consolation  that 
can  be  offered,  under  the  afflicting 
misfortunes  which  his  death  has  en- 
tailed upon  them,  is  the  grateful, 
though  melancholy,  record  of  ihe  ge- 
neral esteem  and  regard  that  was  en- 
tertained for  him  when  living,  and  of 
the  just  and  well-merited  tribute  of 
regret,  which  was  paid  to  his  memory 
when  dead. 

Ceylon 
Occurrences  for  August. 

Regulation  of  government  \  present ^ 
Ids  excellenq/  the  governor  in  couH' 
ciL 

Regulation  for  ascertaining  the  persons 
holding  the  employs,  or  titles,  of 
Native  headmen  in  the  Cingalese 
districts,  and  for  preventing  the 
assumption  of  the  authority,  or  title, 
of  headmen.  In/  persons  not  duly  ap- 
pain  ted  for  thai  pu  rpose. 

Whereas,  in  order  to  ascertain  th«^ 
persons  actually  holding  the  employ,  or 
entitled  to  the  rank  of  Native  headmen, 
in  the  Cingalese  districts  of  Chilaw, 
Colombo,  Caliurr,  Galle,  and  Matura, 
it  has  bcQii  necessary  to  call  in  all  an- 
cient acts,  granting  such  employ  or 
rank  ;  and  new  acts  have  been  issued  to 
all  persons  duly  entitled  thereto. 

His  excellency  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil is  pleaded  to  enact  and  declare,— 

1.  That  all  acts,  effective  or  titular^ 
granting  the  employ  or  rank  of  Mo« 
handiram,  and  upwards,  to  any  per- 
son whomsoever,  and  bearing  date  at 
any  time  previous  to  the  4th  day  of 
June  instant,  shall  be  null  and  void  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  ;  and  no  per- 
sons shall  be  entitled  to  hold  such  em- 
ploys or  rank,  except  by  virtue  of  an 
act  of  the  English  government,  dated 
on,  or  after,  the  said  last-mentioned 
day. 
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2.  Thafall  acts  appointing  effective, 
or  titular,  Cingalese  headmen,  under 
tr.e  raiik  of  Aioliadiram,  and  bearing 
dute  at  any  time  previous  to  the  first 
d»y  of  May  List,  shall  be  null  and  void  ; 
and  no  act  for  the  said  purpose  shall 
be  valid,  unless  signed  by  the  commis- 
sioner of  revenue,  and  dafed  on,  or 
subsequent  to,  the  first  day  of  May 
last. 

3.  That  any  person,  assuming  the 
rank  or  title  of  a  Cingalese  Native 
heulinan,  whether  effective  or  titular, 
of  whatsoever  degree,  wiilKJUt  iuch 
proper  act  as  aforesaid,  shall,  on  proof 
ihoreof,  before  any  courier  magistrate, 
be  sutNect  to  a  heavy  fin.  according  to 
tlie  nature  of  the  rank  or  title  so  assu- 
med, and  also  to  imprisonment  or  cor- 
poral punishment,  and  shall  further, 
c:i  l)i^ug  reported  by  the  magistrate, 
before  whom  they  are  tried,  be  declar- 
ed, by  government,  to  be  incapable  of 
e»  o.  serving  his  majesty  in  any  capacity 
whatsoever. 

4.  And,  whereas  great  abuses  have 
been  practised  by  persons  having  mere- 
ly the  rank,  or  title,  of  Cingalese 
Native  headmen,  assuming  the  func- 
tions and  authority  of  headmen  actu- 
ally employed,  it  is  hereby  declared, 
that  all  persons  guilty  o{  such  fraiid 
shall  be  liable  to  the  like  penalties,  as 
are  provided  by  the  next  foregoing 
clanne. 

5.  And,  in  order  to  encourage  the 
detection  of  persons  assuming  the  rank, 
or  title,  of  Native  headmen,  without 
a  proper  act  for  that  purpose,  or  assum- 
ing the  authority  of  office  without  any 
actual  en)i)loy,  it  is  hereby  declaivd, 
that  the  j^erson  by  whose  information 
such  fraud  be  discovered,  and  the  of- 
fender brought  to  justice,  shall  receive 
one- third  part  of  the  line  leviea  on  his 
conviction. 

ti.  That  the  Cingalese  Native  head- 
men, whether  effective  and  in  actual 
employ,  or  only  titular,  shall,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  ranks,  wear  such 
dress  as  is  specified  in  the  schedule 
bearing  date  herewith,  and  any  head- 
man assuming  the  dress  of  a  rank  to 
which  he  is  not  entitled,  shall  be  liable 
to  lose  the  employ,  or  rank,  which  he 
may  actually   hold,  and  to  be  further 


punished  by  the  magistrate  for  rack 
misdemeanor  by  fine,    imprisonroeot, 
or  corporal  punishment. 
By  order  of  the  council.  ♦ 

(Signed)         Thomas  Edbw, 
Sec.  to  the  coancil. 
By  his  excellency's  command. 
(Signed)         John  Rodnbt, 
X         Chief  sec.  to  govt 
Colombo,  August  IQ,  I809. 

Schedule  of  the  dress  of  Naiive  head- 
men in  the  Cingalese  district,  from 
Chilaw  to  Matura  inclusive. 
Rank,  description,  or  clasis  of  bead- 
men. — Wellale  cast, 

1.  Mahamodliars  ;  coat,  velvet,  silk 
or  cloth,  trimmings,  gold  or  silver, 
lace  loops  and  buttons  >  sword,  bik, 
and  scabbard  of  pure  massive  .or 
wrought  gold,  or  of  silver  inlaid  with, 
gold.  Belt,  of  gold  or  silver  lace, 
or  of  silk  embroidered,  or  spangled, 
with  gold  orbiWer. 

2.  Modliarsof  iheAttepattoe,  Mod- . 
liars  of  the  Corles,  &c.  Mahotiars  cf 
the  guard  and  Attepattoe,  and  Mohan* 
diranos  of  the  guard ;  coat,  silk  or 
cloth,  trimmings,  ditto ;  sword, 
hilt  and  scabbard  of  silver  inlaid  with 
gold}  belt,  do. 

3.  Mohandirams  of  the  Attepattoe, 
the  Basnaike,  Padikare  Mohandirams, 
and  the  Mohandirams  employed  ai 
interpreters  in  the  courts  of  the  several 
provincial  judges  5  coat,  silk,  or  cloth, 
trimmings,  ditto;  sword,  the  hilt  and 
scabbard  of  silver,  and  the  eyet  and 
tongue  of  the  lion's  bead  may  bo  of 
gold  j  belt  of  gold  or  silver  lace,  but 
not  spangled. 

4.  The  Corals,  Corle  Mobandiram, 
and  Moliandirams,  employed  sa  inter- 
preters in  the  courts  of  the  sitting  ma- 
gistrates ;  coal  ditto,  trimmings  ditto; 
sword,  the  hilt  and  scabbard  of  silver, 
in  the  middle  of  the  scabbard  most  be 
a  plain  silver  plate  j  belt  ditto, 

5.  Arrachies ;  coat,  cloth,  or  linen, 
trimmings,  silver  buttons  apd  loopi; 
sword,  the  hilt  and  scabbard  of  silver, 
with  2  plain  plates  of  tortoise-shell  on 
the  scabbard  j  belt,  of  coloured  ribbon 
embroidered  with  flowers  of  gold,  or 
silver,  thread,  ed  by CjOOQk 

6.  Canganies;    coat,   ditto,  trim- 
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ningt,  ditto;  sword,  the  hilt  of  the 
sword  of  born  inlaid  with  silver,  the 
scabbard  of  horn  or  wood,  with  3  sil- 
ver bands ;  belt,  of  coloured  ribbon 
without  embroidery. 

Fisherman  and  Chandos  Cast, 
J.  WoHliarsand  Mahavidahn  Mod- 
liars  ;  coal,  silk  or  cloth,  trimmings, 
•ilver  buttons  and  loops;  sword,  the 
hilt  and  scabbard  of  silver,  and  the 
eyes  and  trngu^  of  the  lion's  head  may 
be  of  gold  ;  belt,  of  gold  or  silver  lace, 
but  not  spangled. 

2.  Mahavjcihans,  Mohavidhan  Mo- 
handiram,  Patten;:.:)!!  Mohandirams, 
all  other  Mohanuirams  of  the  san-e 
casts;  coat,  c^-th  or  linen,  tnmmingsy 
ditto;  sword,  the  hiit  and  scabbard  of 
silver,  but  in  the  mii^-leof  the  scab- 
bard must  be  a  plain  plate  of  tortoise- 
shell  ;  belt,  of  gold  or  silver  lace. 

3.  Arrachies ;  coat  ditto,  trimmings, 
silver  buttons  and  silk  loops;  sword,  the 
hilt  of  born  embellished  with  sliver, 
with  three  tortoisi  -shell  plates  belt,  of 
coloured  ribbon  embroidered  with  silk. 

4  Caoganies ;  coat  linen,  trimmings 
ditto;  sword  the  iiili  oi  horn  embellished 
with  silver,  the  scabbird  of  horn  or 
wood,  with  two  silver  j  lates ;  belt  of 
plain-coloured  ribbon. 

BLACKSMITHS  AND  WASHERMEN. 

i.  Mabavidhans,  Mahavidhan  Mo- 
handirams ;  coat,  cloth  or  linen,  trim- 
mings, silver  buttons  and  loops;  sword, 
the  hilt^  and  scabbard  of  silver,  must  be 


one  plate  of  tort>  ise-shell  on  the  scab- 
bard, and  two  plates  of  tortoise-shetl 
to  be  worn  by  the  washermen;  belt  of 
ribbon,  embroidered  with  flowered 
£old  or  silver  thread. 

3.  Arrachies ;  coat  linen,  trimmings^ 
silver  buttons  and  silk  loops;  sword,  the 
hilt  of  horn,  embellished  wilUfsilver, 
the  scabbard  of  horn  or  wood,  with 
three  silver  baiids  5  belt  of  plain  co- 
loured ribbon. 

3.  Canganios ;  coat,  linen,trimming8, 
horn  or  covered  linen  buttons ;  .sword, 
iLe  hilt  (.1  born,  the  scabbard  of  horn 
or  wood,  with  three  copper  bands;  belt, 
ofplain  ribbon. 

BARBERS  CAST. 

1  .Vidhan  Mohandirams;  coat,  cloth 
or  linen,  trinnr.ings,  silver  buttons  and 
loops;  bword,  f^.e  hilt  and  scabbard  of 
silver,  but  on  the  scabbard  there  must 
be  two  plates  of  tuMoise-shell ;  belt  of 
coloured  ribbon,  embroidered  with 
flowers  of  silver  thread. 

The  titular  headmen  of  each  rank  ace 
tm  be  dressed  in  every  respect  as  the 
headmen  of  the  rauk  and  cast  to  which 
they  belong,  but  as  a  distinguishing 
mark  the  word  "  Titular**  is  to  be  en- 
giaved  on  the  hilts  of  their  swords. 

By  order  of  the  council. 

(Signed)        Thomas  Eden, 

Sec.  to  the  council. 

By  his  excellency*s  commao^l. 
(Signed)         John  Rodney, 

Chief  sec.  to  govt. 
Colombo,  Aug.  I9,  I8O9. 
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Translation  of  the  chop,  which  the 
Isontoe  of  Canton  addressed  to  the 
senior  commander,  captains,  oflicers, 
petty  officers,  and  others  belongiiig  to 
the  English  ships  at  the  portof  Wham- 
poa,  and  which  was  delivered  to  the 
said  senior  commander,  captain  Mil- 
liken  Craig,  of  the  Elphinstone,  by 
the  Mandarins,  deputed  by  the  Ison- 
toe, under  a  canopy  of  state,  sur- 
rounded by  Chinese  guards  under 
aroos— erected    for    the  occasion   on 


French  island,  on  the  side  of  a  hill, 
having  a  Chinese  camp,  on  each  side, 
on  hills,  each  about  one  mile  distant, 
and  all  in  view  from  the  Van  ships  of 
the  hon.  company's  fleet,  moored  io 
line  of  battle  within  gun  shot. 

I,  the  mandarin  Fu,  by  favour  of  my 
prince  Isontoe  of  the  two  provinces  of 
Quang-tong  and  Quang-si,  member 
of  the  tribunal  of  war,  &c.  direct  this 
letter  to  the  captains,  officers,  passen- 
gers  and    others,  belonging    to  th 
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English  ships  to  wara  you,  that  being 
certain  that  your  bad  kingdom  is  si- 
luated  on  an  island  of  the  sea^  and 
that  you  originally  employed  your- 
selves iq  making  watches  to  enable 
you  to  pay  your  taxes  5  afterwards,  by 
the  especial  and  profound  goodness  of 
our  great  emperor,  who  was  desirous 
of  benefiting  you,  he  granted  you  per- 
mission to  come  10  this  empire  to 
trade.  Behold  wliat  exahed  and  pro- 
ipund  virtue  belong  to  hira  ! ! !  Not- 
withstanding ihis,  the  admiral  of  your 
kingdom,  regardless  ol  the  laws,  has 
brought  here,  for  the  first  time,  fo- 
reign soldiers,  and  without  leave,  in- 
troduced them  into  jVIacoa,  and  your 
chief  supra  cargo,  uniting  with  him, 
they  are,  with  one  accoid,  making  dis- 
turbances. This  being  tlie  case,  I  in- 
formed the  emperor,  from  whom  I 
have  just  received  a  decree,  in  rirtue  of. 
vhicli,  I  agaiu  send  Mandarins  deputed 
to  inform  tiiem,  that  if  they  persist  in 
detaining  the  soldiers,  a  great  ny\r\y 
troops  shall  be  immediately  dispatched 
to  destroy  and  extinguish  tliem,  and  to 
terminate  this  business,  for  the  conse- 
quences ot  which  the  admiral  and 
chief  supra  ciirgo  wUl  be  responsible. 
But  you  captains,  ofiicers,  passengers, 
and  other  people  of  the  ships,  sliall  be 
free  from  all  responsibility  if  you  re- 
main quietly  in  the  observance  of  the 
laws,  and  after  tlie  soldiers  of  your 
nation  shall  bo  entirely  withdrawn,  I 
shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  the 
emperor,  praying  him  to  have  the 
goodness;  to  permit  you  to  carry  on 
your  trade  as  formerly.  But  if  you, 
giving  ear  to,  and  obeying  the  admiral 
and  chief  supracargo,  unite  yourselves 
to  them  to  create  disturbances,  when 
afterwards  our  innumerable  soldier/, 
shall  arrive, who  shall  destroy  and  burn 
you,  even  if  you  are  as  hard  as  stone 
or  ja'^per,  I  shall  then  not  be  able  to 
use  you  with  any  indulgence,  nor  free 
you  from  the  net  of  the  law  in  which 
you  will  be  ensnared,  and.  in  order 
that  you  may  be  obedient,  and  discreet, 
I  direct  thi^  chop  to  you. 

In  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  empe- 
ror Ria  King,  on  the  17th  day  of  the 
^Oih  moouy  3d  Dec.  Ifl08. 

Memorandum. -*- Received   on  the 


4^h  Dec.  1808,  from  the  bands  of  th$ 

Mandarins,  delegated  by  the  Isontoe, 
who  were  the  brigadier  Mandann 
Chang,  and  the  Gluang-chou£oo,  go- 
vernor of  the  city  of  Cantou. 

Copy. 

To  his  excellency  the  viceroy  of  Quango 

tong  and  Quang-si, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency. — ^We, 
the  undersigned  commandert  of  the 
lionourable  English  East-India  com* 
pany's  ships,  at  Wbampoa,  for  our- 
selves, onr  officers,  and  our  men,  have 
the  exalted  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  excellency's  mo^l  gra- 
cious letter  delivered  to  us  on  French 
island,  on  the  4th  Dec.  180S,  by  the 
two  Mandarins,  whom  we  are  infofcned 
it  was  your  condescending  pleasure  to 
send  for  that  purpose. 

Our  object  of  visiting  this  country 
is  purely  ir>r  commercial  purposes,  to 
continue  in  the  same  maoDer  that 
friendly  and  useful  intercourse  which 
has  existed  for  centuries,  and  now  be* 
come  from  its  magnitude  of  the  very 
first  importance  to  both  our  rast  em- 
pires. 

We  are  taught  in  our  own  country, 
that  obedience  to  our  laws  is  the  £rit 
essential  to  the  well-being  of  the 
state  y  the  same  must  apply  to  all  coua- 
tnes,  and  we  are,  therefore,  oidered, 
and  endeavour  to  venerate  and  obey 
yours ;  but  such  is  the  nature  of  our 
own  laws  and  constitution,  that  we 
dare  not,  even  in'  a  foreign  country, 
depart  from  allegiance  to  our  own 
country,  nor  to  tho^  who  are  digni- 
fied with  its  most  exalted  representa- 
tion. 

We  understand  that  our  adaoiral, 
who  is  an  officer  of  high  rank,  at  the 
request  of  the  Portuguese,  landed  fome 
troops  at  Macoa,  to  help  them  to  de- 
fend it  against  attacks  fron)  the  French. 
This  wicked  nation,  ever  since  they 
murdered  their  sovereign,  have  waged 
war  upon  all  nations  within  their  reach, 
and,  we  understand,  are  now  marching 
by  land  to  make  war  u{>on  the  celes* 
tral  empire,  as  the  British  navy  pre\'eDt 
them  by  sea. 

We,  of  course,  wish  to  have  no  con- 
cern with  any  disturbaaces  in  the  celes- 
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tial  empire.  And  we,  therefore,  moat 
humbly  implore  your  excel  lency  to  order 
the  trade  to  be  opened,!  that  we  may 
thereby  find  employment  in  the  quiet 
habits  of  industry,  which  we  conceive 
would  prevent  our  services  being  re- 
quired tor  other  purposes  ;  but  which, 
if  called  for,  our  laws  and  our  honour 
would  compel  as  to  obey,  whatever 
might  be  the  consequences. 

With  sentiments  of  the  most  pro- 
found veneration,  and  prayers  for  your 
excellency's  welfare,  we  beg  leave  to 
subscribe  our  names. 

(Signed)  M,  Craig,  senior  officer — 
C.  E.  Prescott— H.  Moffat— H.Meri- 
ton— J.  Locke — W.  Dausford — R.  H. 
Brown  — J.  J.  Willi;imson  — C.  B. 
Gribble — Luke  Dodds — F.  Arraitage, 
chief  officer  for  VV.  A.  Montague — J. 
Sfrachan,  ditto  for  R.  Nisbett — John 
Lochner — William  Patterson. 
H.  C.  S.  Elphinstone, 
IFkampoa,  Dec.  7,  1808. 

Copy  of  the  translation, 
I,  Isontoe,  &c.,  in  reply  to  your  let- 
ter, ha^e  to  inform  you,  that  I  firsir 
thought  that  you,  like  your  merchants, 
came  to  carry  on  trade,  and  that  you 
would  not  have  joined  with  your  supe- 
riors, I  mean  the  admiral  and  chief,  to 
make  disorders.  Under  this  idea  I 
setit  you  a  chop;  but  seeing  now  that 
you  do  not  think  proper  to  alter  your 
way  of  thinking,  taking  as  a  pretence 
the  protection  of  the  Portuguese,  I 
plainly  know  that  you  have-  joined 
your  opinions  with  those  of  the  above 
siijieriors  ;  remaining  in  the  same  vain 
hope,  I,  the  Isontoe,  have  repeatedly 
sent  my  chops,  declaring,  that  as  long 
as  there  remained  a  single  soldier  at 
Macoa,  and  >ou  would  not  obey  my 
orders,  I  absolutely  will  not  consent 
to  your  continuin*^  ir)  carry  on  your 
trade.  H  you  do  not  wish  to  trade 
you  may  take  away  your  ships  as  you 
think  proper,  but  if  you  are  desirous  of 
pursuing  your  mercantile  negotiations, 
it  is  necessary  to  remain  peaceable,  and 
to  obey  the  laws  ;  relying  with  certainty 
that  after  your  troops  shall  have  entire- 
ly evacuated  Macoa,  that  your  trade 
shall  be  granted  you  as  formerl)  : — as 
your  letter  declares,  that  you  must,  of 


dynasty,  this  shews  that  yoa  have 
respect  and  veneration  for  them; 
therefore,  I  have  directed  to  you  this 
chop,  with  all  the  efficacy  possijtile, 
to  open  yet  a  way  for  you  :  but  after 
this  dispatch,  if  your  admiral  and  you 
all  will  not  change  your  sentiments, 
and  send  any  more  letters,  I  have 
given  orders  that  they  shall  not  be 
received. 

In  (he  13th  year  of  Kia  King,  21st 
day  of  the  10th  moon.  (7th  Decem- 
ber, 1908.)  Received  gth  Decem- 
ber, 1B03. 

(Copy.) 
Captain    Craig y  senior  officer  of  the 
hojiouraile  company's  skips,  at  Can^ 
ton. 

Russel  Chicenpet,  Dec.  iQth,  1808. 
Sir, —  [  have  received  your  various 
communications,  and  have  great  plea- 
sure in  assuring  you,  every  part  of 
your  conduct  has  met  my  entire  appro- 
bation, and  evinced  most  fully  thd 
experienced  officer  and  able  seaman, 
prompt,  vigorous,  and  obedient. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  sorvt. 
(Signed)     W.  O'B.  Drury. 

(Copy.) 
On  the  service. 
To  TVillia7n  O'Brien  Drurj/,  tsq^  rear 
admiral  of  the  while,  ^c  tSfc.^S^c. 
Sir, — I  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  address  of  the  lyth  mat.  wherein 
you  have  been  pleased  to  express  your 
approbation  of  my  official  conduct,  in 
terras  that  I  sliail  ^er  be  proud  to 
merit.     I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that 
I  shall  ever  most  zealously  endeavour 
to  merit  a  continuance  of  your  good 
opinion,  and  that  of  any  of  his  majesty's 
officers,  under  whom  I   may  have  the 
honour  to  serve. 

With    sentiments    of   the    highest 
respect  and  consideration, 
1  have  ilie  lionour  to  remain. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 

and  faithful  servant, 
^Signed)     M.  Cr^io, 
Senior  officer  of  me  hon. 
company's  fleet  iirChina. 
Elphinstone,  IVhampoa, 
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(Copy.) 

On  the  service. 
To  captain  Colin  Gib,  of  t  fie  ship,  David 
Scott,  and  senior  commander  qf  the 
country  ships. 

Sir, — As  the  first  jfleet  of  country 
ship^  will  soon  leave  this    port    for 
India,  and  as  I  understand  that  your 
ship  will  be  one  of  them,  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  feeling  it  to  be  my  public 
duty  to  express  to  you,  thus  officially, 
pre^'ious  to  your  departure,   my  warm 
ibanks  for  the  ready  manner  in  which 
yoa,  and  all  the  other  commahders  of 
the  country  ships,  nor;!'  here,  attended 
to  my  requisition  of  services  in  aid  of 
the  late  public  cause  in  which  we  were 
ifivolved  with  the  Chinese  government. 
Be    pleased    to    communicate   the 
abi>ve  to    your  brothef  commanders, 
and  with  sentiments  of  real  esteem, 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,- 
Sir, 
Your  n>09t  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)     M.  Craig, 
Senior  officer,  in  command 
of  the  H.C/s  fleet.     ■ 
Whampoa^  El phin  stone,  ' 

2Uh  Dec.  1808. 

(Copy.) 
Tq  Milliken  Craig,  esq,  senior  officer 
in  command  of  the  honourable  com- 
pany s  fleet,  at  Whawpoa, 
Sig, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknow- 
Jedge  the  receipt  of  your  official  letter, 
of  the  28th  inst.  in  which  you  have 
directed  roe  to  make    known  to  the 
differeot  commanders  of  the  country 
ships,  now  at  Wliampoa,  your  appro- 
batioQ  of,  and  thanks  for,  their  prompt 
compliance  with  your  orders,  in   the 
late    unpleasant  difference  with    the 
Chinese  government. 

I  have  made  known  your  sentiments 
to  them,  and  we  feel  gratified  in  hav- 
ing gained  the  favourable  opinion  of  an 
odicer  of  such  distinguished  zeal  and 
cKperiencej  and  although  we  are  hap- 
py at  the  amicable  termination  of  the 
dispute,  yet  had  it  been  otherwise, 
iinder  the  direction  and  auspices  of  an 
otiicer,  on  whom  we  had  the  firmest 
reliance,  and  that  officer  commanding 
fo  formidable  a  force  as  the  honourable 
company's    ships    now    compose    at 


Wharopba,  we  could  not,  for  a  mo- 
ment, doubt  of  a  favourable  issue  to 
the  contest. 

I  have  the   honour  to  be,   in  the 
name  of  my  brother  commanders,  with 
the  highest  sentiments  of  respect. 
Sir, 
Y6ur  roost  obedt.  humble  servt. 
(Signed)     Colin  Gib. 
Whampoa,  ship,  David 
Scott,  Dec  2gth,  r808. 

(Copy.) 
To  MiUiken  Crafg,  esq.  captain  of  the 
Elplimsione,  and  senior  officer  of  tlie 
H  C.'s  ships. 

Sir, — As  the  fleet  that  arrived,  on- 
der  your  convoy,  are  now  about  to 
separate  5  we,  the  commanders  of  the 
country  ships,  which  formed  a  part  of 
it,  deem  it  an  indispensable  duty  in  us, 
before  that  event  takes  place,  to  return 
you  our  most  sincere  thanks  for  the 
Tinremitting  care  and  attention  which 
you,  at  all  times,  manifested  to  the 
ships  under  our  commands,  from  tbo 
time  of  your  receiving  charge  of  the 
convoy,  fronrt  captain  Ferrier,  off 
Acheen  $  bnt  more  especially  for  the 
▼ery  handsome  manner  in  which  you 
so  readily  acquiesced  with  our  wishes, 
by  taking  us  under  your  convoy  from 
Malacca  to  ihis  port. 

We  shall  only  add,  that,  to  the  best 
of  our  judgments,  a  fleet,  under  simi- 
lar circumstances,  could  not  have  been 
n)ore  ably  conducted;  and  that  the 
most  eligible  track  was  pursued  to  en- 
sure a  sale  and  speedy  pa^isage  to  this 
port. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  welferc, 
and  with  the  sinCerest  esteem,  ^ 
We  hare  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  very  obliged,  humble  senrts* 
(Signed)     W.  Denneston,.— comman- 
der of   the    fiombay ;     James  M. 
Robeitson,   Shaw   Pherrie  5  N.  L, 
Purves,  Gi<ngava;  James  Purefoy, 
Resolution  ;  John  Angus,  William. 
Canton,  24th  Jan.  ISO9. 

(Copy.) 
To  captains  JV.  Denneston,  comTnander 
of    the    ship  Bombay,^- Jama  M. 
Robertson,  do,  Shaw  Ph«rrie,'^N 
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jL.  Purves,    do,    Gangava,-^ James 

Purefoy,  do.  Resolution, — John  An^ 

gus,  do,  JFilliam. 

Gentlemen, — I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  your  address  of  yesterday, 
wherein  you  have  deemed  it  necessary 
to  thank  me,  before  youir  departure 
from  this  port,  for  India,  for  the  pro- 
tection and  convoy  which  I  gave  you, 
and  your  approbation  of  the  track 
which  I  took  up  the  China  seas. 

At  all  times  ii  must  be  pleasing  to  a 
man  m  a  public  situation,  to  have  his 
conduct  and  measures  approved,  but 
when  this  approval  proceeds  s|K)ntane- 
ousiy  from  men,  who  are,  from  their 
long  professional  habiw,  the  most  com- 
petent to  appreciate  their  merits,  it  be->- 
comes  a  gratification  nwre  easily  felt 
han  expressed. 

When  it  has  been  in  my  power  I 
have  always  been  ready  and  willing  to 
give  my  aid  and  prjotection  to  the  coun- 
try ships  of  India,  as  much  from  natural 
inclination  as  fron>  a  duty  which  I 
conceive  Britbh  subjects  owe  to  each 
other. 

To  you,  gentleman,  I  have  been  on- 
ly a  few  months  personally  acquainted, 
but  I  have  much  pleasure  in  saying, 
for  the  information  of  tbe  owners  of 
your  6hips,thatyou  uniformly  attended, 
with  the  greatest  precision,  to  my  or- 
ders and  signals,  and  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  fleet. 

With  wishing  you  safe  and  prospe- 
rous voyages, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)     M.  Craig, 
Senior  officer  of  the  H.  C.'s 
Fleet,  China. 
Canton,  25th  Jan.  ISOg. 

"  Canton,-^25th  Ayg.  I8O9. 

"  In  the  middle  of  May  Inst,  the 
new  viceroy  of  Canton,  named  Pauk 
Toy  En,  arrived  at  Macao.  A  piece 
of  silver  was  given,  in  the  name  of  the 
emperor,  to  each  of  the  soldiers  at 
Macao,  as  a  compliment  on  the  occa- 
sion to  the  Portuguese.  This  governor 
is  invested  with  more  extensive  powers 
than  any  of  his  predecessors. 

*'  Both  the  gcwernor  and  Hoppo, 
who  were  last  year  in  otiice.  have  been 


dismissed  from  their  public  employ- 
ipents ;  and  the  former  has  been  cast 
into  prison  in  consequence  of  his  mis- 
conduct, in  the  negotiations  with  the 
English,  at  the  time  when  their  troops 
were  at  Macao. 

"  Two  interpreters  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  new  viceroy,  to  reside  at 
M  icao,  for  the  purpohe  of  reporting  to 
him  all  arrivals  from  sea.  On  the  17th 
of  May,  shortly  after  this  arrangement 
took  eftect,  the  Baring  came  in  from 
Bengal,  with  a  cargo  of  450  bales  of 
cotton  5  and  was  followed  by  the  Cum- 
brian on  the29ih,  and  the  Troubridgo 
on  the  2d  of  June.  These  three  ships 
were  detained  at  Macao  until  the  6th  of 
June,  when  a  general  permission  wa« 
at  length  granted,  for  all  country  ships 
to  go  up  the  river,—- Pilots  were  imme- 
diately received  on  board,  and  tht  shipt 
anchored  in  safety  at  Wharapoa  on  tbo 
9th. 

"  The  Hong  merchants  at  Cantoa 

had,  in  the  mean  time,  entered  into  a 

^combination  for  keeping  down  the  rate* 

of  the  market;    and  had  established 

the  following  regulations : 

"  I.  That  it  shall  be  determined  by 
lot,  what  Hong  merchant  shall  become 
security  for  each  ship. 

"  2.  That  the  merchant,  who  shall  be 
security  for  the  ship,  shall  also  be  the 
purchaser  of  the  cargo. 

'*  3.  That  tbe  valuation  of  ihe  cargo' 
shall  be  fixed  by  the  Congso,  before 
they  proceed  to  draw  lots. 

"  4.  That  the  agent  for  the  ship  shall 
be  allowed  to  purchase  her  return  car- 
go from  her  security  only. 

"  5.  That  all  persons,  taking  freight 
on  the  ship,  shall,  in  like  manner,  be 
compelled  to  purchase  their  goods  from 
the  shFp's  security.  , 

*'  6.  Tiiat  all  payments  shall,  if  pos- 
sible, be  made,  two  thirds  in  goods  and 
one  third  in  cash;  but,  if  otherwise, 
that  the  time  of  ptiyment  shall  be  fixed 
at  four  months  credit. 

"  In  conformity  with  these  resolu- 
tions, all  the  merchants  assembled  at 
the  Congso  house  on  the  12th  of  June; 
and  Inqua,  Movvqua  and  Newqua, 
were  severally  assigned  by  lot,  as  secyi* 
rities  to  the  three*  ships.  Cumbrian, 
Barinji  andTroubridge ;  the  price  of  ih« 
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Cumbfiati's  cargo^f  cotton  havin^,been 
previously  fixed  at  10  tales  per  pecul, 
that  of  the  Baring  at  10,  5,  and  that 
©f  the  pepper  and  tin  imported  on  tt^e 
Troubrldge,  at  7j  and  20  dollars  per 
pecul.  On  the  day  following  these 
arrai^en)ents  were  made  public  ;  and 
the  price  of  cotton  began  immediately 
to /all  in  the  market. 

"  The  proceedings  of  the  Congso, 
being  reported  to  Mr.  Roberts  at  Ma- 
cao, the  committee  of  Supracargocs 
took  every  step  in  their  power  to  break 
the  colnbination.  No  immediate  satis- 
faction, however,  being  obtained,  the 
commandeis  of  the  ships,  after  a  delay 
of  fourteen  days,  entered  a  protest 
against  the  Congso,  on  account  of  the 
detention  of  their  vessels.  At  length, 
on  the  25  th  of  May,  in  consequence 
of  a  strong  remonstrance  from  the 
Supracargocs,  the  Hong  merchants 
gave  up  their  regulation. 

"  The  emi>eror  has  written  a  letter 
to  his  excellency  the  viceroy,  express- 
ing his  wish,  that  th3  chief  supracargo 
•hould  address  a  petition  to  the  pre- 
sence, relative  to  the  e\x?uts  of  last 
year;  on  which,  the  company's  trade 
should'  be  restored  to  its  Ibrmer  foo^ 
ing, — ihe  men  of  war,  of  course, 
always  remaining  beyond  the  Boca 
Tigris,  and  the  Indiamen  atWham})oa, 
ponforming  ro  the  regulations  of  the 
Chinese  government. 
'  '*  The  viceroy  has  fitted  out  a  num- 
ber of  vessels  of  war  against  the 
Ladrones  ^/and,  by  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  mandfuin  boats,  has  delected  a 
number  of  tlie  merchants,  engaged  in 
•tipplying  those  pirates  with  rice,  and 
other  articles  of  provision. 

. "  The  cotton  cargo,  of  the  Bengal 
^hip,  Russell,  consisting  of  7400  bales 
of  the  best  quality,  was  sold  so  low  as 
lO,7jper  pecul;  and  ihT*  cargo  of  the 
Baring  did  not  bring  more  than  10,  5. 
The  tin,  imported  on  the  Russell,  was 
sold  for  20  dollars,  the  pepper  at  6 
dollars,  and  the  rattans  at  4  dollars  per 
pecul.  In  short,  the  depreciation  of 
every  article  in  the  market  is  beyond 
exa^nple.  The  pepper,  by  the  Trou- 
bridge,  brought  7  J  and  that  by  the  Mer- 
cury 6^  dollars  per  pecul. 

*'  Ttie  comoanv's  cotton,  which  was 


diants  at  14  5,  and  indading  doty, 
cost  them  upwards  of  1 6  tales,  is  now 
selling  at  from  12  8  to  13  2.  Mowqaa's 
loss,  on  the  puschases  of  the  year,  will 
exceed  four  lacs  of  dollars  j  that  of 
Howqua  will  not  be  less  than  two  lacs; 
and  all  the  other  Hong  merchants  have 
sutfered  more  or  less,  according  to  the 
extent  of  their  concerns.  The  inter- 
ruption of  the  trade,  last  year,  bore 
very  hard  on  many  of  the  Hong  mer- 
chants ;  and  they  have  now  their  ware- 
houses  f\ill  of  Europe  articles,  and  no 
purchasers. 

"  Mowqua  was  last  year  desirons  of 
retiring  from  the  Hong,  but  the  vice- 
roy would  not  permit  him.  Aootber 
iperchant,  who  had  withdrawn  in  a 
former  year,  would  have  been  com- 
pelled to  enter  it  again,  had  he  not  com- 
promised the  matter  by  undertaking  lu 
pay  two  lacs  of  tales  towards  the  ex- 
pense?  of  tin*  govenimeut. 

'^  In  the  month  of  April,  last,  a 
Hong  merchant,  mnned  Fonqua,  ^ed 
for  the  sum  of  325,000  dollars,  which 
he  owed  principally  to  tlie  Bombay 
merchants.  A  n^'resentation  bavii^ 
been  seat  in  on  the  subject,  Fonqua 
was  taken  into  custody  -,  but  no  final 
settlement  has  yet  been  made  with  hii 
creditors. 

*'  The  Bombay  fleet,  consisting  of 
nine  ships,  together  with  the  ship, 
Momington,  from  Bengal,  arriredin 
safety  at  Macao,  on  the  2d  of  August. 
They  were  detained  there  for  pilots  un- 
til the  (jth,  and  did  not  reach  Wbam- 
poa  until  the  Qth.  The  king's  ship, 
which  gave  them  convoy,  remains  at 
Chun  pa.  The  cotton,  imported  by  this 
fleet,  was  sold,  after  a  long  detention,  at 
from  10,5  to  10, 15.  The  grab,  Duda- 
loy.  arrived  on  the  20th. 

•*  The  trade  with  America  has  b«ii 
re-opened  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Cbi- 
ne.se.  Six  American  ships  have  arrived 
already  nt  Whampoa,  and  have  import- 
ed a  large  sum  in  specie.  Many  mors 
are  daily  expected. 

Canton,  29  September,  I8O9. 

"  Since  the  date  of  my  last  cointnQ- 
nication,  eleven  American  ships  h've 
ai rived,  with  a  large  supply  ofdol(an. 

"  The  fleet  of  Indiamen.  fromEnf- 
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Majesty's  8hip»  St.  Albans^-^arrived  in 
Macao  roads  on  the  l/tb  current.  All 
the  Hong  merchants  are  endeavouring 
to  prevail  on  his  excellency  the  viceroy 
to  allow  them  pilots,  to  conduct  them 
into  the  river. 

'*  The  Mercury,  a  vessel  belonging  to 
Penang,  has  been  engaged  in  the  Bervtce 
of  the  Chinese  government)  and  has 
been  fitted  out  from  Whampoa  as  a  ship 
of  war.  She  sailed  on  the  15ch  current, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Wil- 
ItamS)  accompanied  by  sixty  niandariu 
junks,  on  an  expedition  against  the  La- 


drones.  No  sooner  had  she  made  her 
appearance>  than  the  whole  Ladrom^ 
force  quitted  the  river,  and  took  t9 
flight.  The  Ladrones  had  previously 
committed  great  depredations  on  the 
adjaceiK  couutry  and  villages.  Three 
aumdaritis  of  rank  went  out  on  the 
Mercury,  from  whom  the  most  favour* 
able  reports  of  captain.  William*s  sue* 
cess«  in  the  destruction  of  the  L»> 
drones,  have  been  daily  received. 

*'  The  two  Indiamen  from  Madras^ 
arrived  at  Macao  00  the  24th  current*** 
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foKT  William,  July  3,  I8O9.— The 
governor-general  in  council  is  pleased 
to  direct,  that  the  following  regulation, 
for  the  support  of  the  police,  in  the  can- 
tonments and  military  bazars  ;  for  de- 
fining the  powers  of  the  civil  and  mi- 
litary oihcers  in  the  peitormance  of 
that  duty  5  and,  for  fixing  the  local  li- 
mits of  the  said  cantonments  and  ba- 
zars.— PaiMwd  by  the  governor-general 
ta  council,  on  the  13th  March,  I8O9, 
corresponding  with  the  2d  chyte  1215, 
Bengal  era;  the  llthcliyte  I2l6  Fu- 
filly  }  the  3d  chyte  12X6  Wi Hairy ;  the 
12th  chyte  1866  Sumbat;  andthe25th 
Mohurrum  1224  Higeree;  be  pub- 
lished, in  general  orders,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  army. 

I.  Under  the  ex  i>ting  regulations,  the 
chargeof  the  police,  in  the  cantonments 
•ud  military  bazars,  is  vested  in  the  ma« 
gistrates  and  their  otiicera.  This  ar- 
rangement, having,  however,  been  in 
some  instances  attended  with  inconve- 
nience, the  following  rules  have  ac- 
cordingly been  issued,  for  the  more 
effectual  support  of  the  police,  in  pla- 
cets of  tl.at  description ;  for  detining 
the  powers  of  the  civil  and  military  of- 
ficers in  the  performance  of  that  duty, 
and  for  fixing  the  local  limits  of  the 
cantonments  and  bazars. 

II.  First,  The  support  of  the  police, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  cantonments  and 
military  bazars,  (which  are  to  be  fixed 
in  the  manner  hereafter  stated)  are 
thereby  vested  in  the  orfjcers  cominaod- 


The  commanding  officers  will  accord*^ 
ingly  adopt  the  necessary  measures,  by 
means  of  the  troops  unde**  their  coni« 
mand,  for  preventing,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  commission  of  thefts,  robberies^ 
murders,  and  other  public  crimes,  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  cantonments  and 
military  bazars,  and  for  the  discover/ 
and  apprehension  of  persons  who  may 
at  any  time,  be  guilty  of  any  such  acCs^ 
Second.  Nothing  contained  in  tho 
preceding  rule  shall  however  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  the  commanding  of- 
ficers of  cantonments,  or  the  person* 
acting  under  their  authority  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  police,  to  interfere  with 
respect  to  assaults  and  petty  affrays,  or 
otheo  offences  of  inferior  magnitude^ 
unle<is  the  persons,  guilty  of  those  of- 
fences, shall  be  apprehended  in  ihe  ac- 
tual commission  of  such  acts. 

Third.  Any  person,  apprehended. un- 
der the  preceding  rules  in  any  of  tho 
cantonments  or  military  bazars,  ou  ac- 
count of  the  commission  of  any  public 
crime  or  offence,  shall  be  delivered 
over,  with  all  practicable  expedition,  to 
the  magistrate  of  the  district,  in  which 
such  cantonmenrs  or  bazars  are  situated^ 
and  the  magistrate  shall  proceed  againsC 
the  accused  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  general  regulations. 

III.  First.  If  any  person  shall  have 
a  charge  or  complaint  to  prefer  against 
any  individual,  resident  in  any  of  the 
canionmeiu  or  military  bazars,  who  may 
not  have  been  already  apprehended  by  tb 
persons  entrusted  therein  with  the  su^ 
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corop1aint>  be  of  a  naturv*  not  to  autho- 
rize those  officers,  under  clause  second 
of  the  preceding  lection,  to  interfere 
in  it,  the  party,  deeming  hii\^self  ag- 
grieved, is  at  liberty  to  prefer  iiit  char-  • 
ges,  or  complaint  directly  to  the  magis- 
trate, who  is  hereby  aiuhorized  and  re- 
quired to  proceed  with  respect  to  it 
under  the  general  regulations,  in  the 
Bame  manner  as  if  the  alleged  crime, 
or  offence,  had  been  committed  in  any 
other  part  of  ihis  jurisdiction! 

Second.  Under  the  foregoing  clause, 
the  magistrates  are,  of  course,  em- 
powered to  issue  their  warrants,  and 
8uram(5nse8  against  any  person  residing 
in  the  cantonments  and  military  bazars, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  persons 
resided  in  any  other  part  of  their  juris- 
diction ;  and  the  commanding  officers 
of  stations  are  hereby  required  to  afford 
every  protection  to  the  officers  of  the 
judges,  magistrates,  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  en- 
trusted to  them,  whether  any  special 
a  phtatio  '  shallhave\)eenraade  to  them 
for  such  aid  or  support,  or  otherwise. 

IV.  On  receipt  of  this  regulation, 
the  limits  of  the  cantonments,  including 
the  military  bazars  attached  thereto,  at 
which  any  division  or  corps  of  the  ar- 
my, or  any  considerable  detachnient, 
not  being  less  than  half  a  battalion,  may 
be  quartered,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  coni- 
manding  officer  in  concert  'with  the 
magistrate.  Tjie  commanding  •ff.cer 
at  each  of  those  stations  will  ac<:ord- 
ingly  submit  to  government,  through 
the  usual  channel,  as  soon  ascircuinstan- 
ces  may  conveniently  admit,  a  report, 
framed  in  concert  wiih  the  magistrate 
of  the  districts,  in  which  the  canton- 
ments may  be  situated,  upon  the  local 
limits  of  the  cantonment^,  forwarding,- 
at  the  same  time,  any  separate  remarks 
which  the  magistrate  may  wish  to  make 
on  the  subject,  foi  the  final  orders  of 
the  governor  general  in  council. 

V.  The  above  rules  shall  ^>e  con- 
sid'rred  jipplicable  to  all  cantonments,  in 
wbfct)  any  tronsiderabie  body  of  the 
tnxips.  Dot  beiiig  less  than  half  a  oal- 
lalioii,  is  quartered,  whether  thecanlon- 
njenis  be  situated  at  the  place  of  resi- 
dence of  the  judge  and  magistrate,  or 
in    any  other     part    of    the  district. 


7th  legiment  of  Native  infantry,  tobt 
Aide-de-camp  to  his  lordship,  in  the 
room  of  lieutenant  Mathew  Stewart, 
from  the  6th  of  May  last 

General  orders,  by  the  honour  able  the 

vice-president  in  counciL 
G.  O.  yoKT  William,  Oct  17,  I8O9. 
Ordered,  that  the  following  paragraphi 
of  general  letters  from  the  honourable 
court  of  directors,  dated  the  fiih  and 
21st  April,  I6O9,  be  published  in  geae- 
ral  orders. 

General  letter,  dated  6th  ^pril,  I8O9. 
68.  Having  maturely  considered  the 
representations  from  the  officers  of  tht 
engineer  corps,  and  being  convinced 
that  the  promotion  in  that  branch  of 
our  service  has  been  unusually  retarded; 
some  of  the  captain  lieutenants  and  su- 
balterns having  served  from  24*  to  26 
years.  We  have  agreed  to  the  follow- 
ing establishment  lor  tjie  engineer  corps, 
which  is  to  take  place  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1808,  but  the  officers  pro- 
moted in  consequence,  are  to  receive 
the  difference  of  pay  only  from  that 
dale. 

Present  establishment.  1  colonel.  1  lieut 
colonel,  1  major,  4  capt.  lieuts.  8  lieute- 
nants, 8  ensigns;  total  27.  EstablisliineDt 
now  directed  :  1  colonel;  2  lieut.-coli. 
2  n^ajors,  9  captains,  8  lieuteoaDts.  I 
ensigii<^.  Total  30. 

Fort  St.  George,  Feb.  21,  I8O9.— 
The  honourable  the  governor  in  council 
is  pleased  to  direct,  that  when  com- 
manding officers  of  corps  shall  be  ab- 
sent on  duty,  they  shall  be  permitted 
to  draw  the  full  batta  of  their  rank, 
without  deduction,  and  that  the  allow- 
ance granted  under  these  circumstances 
by  the  general  order  of  the  9tb  of  de- 
ccmber  last  to  the  next  senior  officer 
in  the  temporary  command  of  soch 
corps,  shall  be  considered  as  a  public 
charge. 

The  honourable  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil is  pleased  to  direct,  that  from  and 
after  the  I  st  of  March  next,  the  allow- 
ance of  36  fanams  per  month,  granted 
to  officers  commanding,  or  inchargec'f* 
troops  of  cavalry,  European  andNative». 
for  providing>»hoefi,  head  and  heel  ropes. 
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das«  at  the  rate  of  45  fanams  per  pagoda, 
and  dischnrged  ai  such  by  the  dif- 
fbrent  pa)Mnasters. 

Aug  18,1809. — The  honourable  the 
governor  in  council  is  pleased  to  cancel 
the  1st  nnd  2d  pciragraphs  of  the  G  O. 
under  da'e  the  13ib  Ocu^ber  180/,  and 
to  estabhsh  the  folhwing  rules  iiisleatl} 
Ibt.  Every  oiYner,  proceeding  on  diuy 
on  board  a  ship  of  war,  Indiimaj,  or 
country  fhip,  shall  leccive,  curing  the 
period  he  continues  on  hoa'tl,  ihe  dif- 
ference belween  the  halt  and  full  batia 
of  his  rank,  and  four  rupees  a  day  as 
passage,  money,  exclusive  of  his  ordinary 
garrison  allowances. 

2(\.  Officers  proceeding  on  duty  on 
board  Indiamen  or  country  ships,  shall 
pny  to  the  connnanders  of  these  vessels 
the  allowance  of  4  rupees  per  diem 
above-mentioned,  in  consideration  of 
viiich  the  commanders  shall  supjJy 
the  officers  with  accommodation,  and  a 
suitable  table 

Officers  of  corps  being  in  cotVi- 
mand  of  a  division,  delachment,  [con- 
sisting of  not  less  than  three  corpi]  or 
brigade  of  the  army,  shall  be  considered 
entitled  to  the  diti'erence  between  the 
half  and  full  batta  of  their  regimental 
rank^  notwithstanding  the  regiment  or 
battalion  may  be  stationed  within  the 
division,  or  composing  a  part  of  the 
detachment  or  brigade  of  the  army 
commanded  by  the  senior  officer  of 
fucb  corps  ;  and  that,  when  in  the  field, 
the  officers  above-mentioned  shall  be 
considered  entitled  to  superior  batta, 
agreeably  to  the  GO,  of  lOih  June,  18. 

Frequent  applications  being  made  to 
the  military  board  for  supplies  of  station 
ary  from  the  import  warehouse,  for  the 
use  of  officers  and  departments  nut 
authorized  to  receive  it,  the  honourable 
the  governor  in  council  is  pleased  to 
publ  sh,  for  general  information,  that  the 
following  departments  only  are  in  fu- 
ture to  receive  stationary  without  pay- 
ment, on  indents  passed  by  the  military 
board. 

Commander- in-chief *3  office,  mili- 
tary board  office,  nnlifary  auditor  ge- 
ner^rs,  military  paymaster  general's, 
adjutant  general's  olhce,  quarter  mas- 
ter general's,  chief  engineer's,  super- 


statipns. — To  be  applied  for  through  th® 
chief  engineer,  commandaht  of  a  1  ti- 
lery, commissary  of  stores  in  charge  of 
the  arsenal  at  the  presidency,  town-ma- 
jor's office. 

TheG  O.  of  the  4th  October,  I8O6, 
direct,  that  adjotanis  of  corps  in  tieh  n** 
conpany's  hcrvice  shall  receive  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  stationary  at  primecost, 
and  it  is  not  intended  that  this  order 
should  prevetit  a  continuance  of  that 
indulgence. 

General  orders  ly  government. 
Fort  St  GtioKGE,  Oct.  13.—- The 
attention  of  government  being  unne- 
cessarily interrupted  by  the  frequent 
applications  for  advances  of  casji,  made 
by  officers  about  to  rejoin  the  corps 
from  which  they  were  removed  by  the 
general  orders,  dated  August  5th  ;  the 
right  honourable  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil is  pleaded  to  direct,  that  e\cry  offi- 
cer, proceeding  to  join  his  corps  at  the 
distance  oi  150  miles,  shall  receive  an 
advance  of  cash  in  proportion,  to  Iris 
rank,  at  the  rates  under-rhenlioned  for 
every  hundred  miles  exceeding  the  dis- 
tance above  specified. 
Distattce, 

150     .,     \     One  month's  pay  and 
250  ^        i  fixed  allowances. 
350. 


450. 
550. 
660 
750  . 


}rwo  months'  pay  and 
fixed  allowances. 

}     Three  months'  pay 
and  fixed  allowances. 

Kvery  officer  proceeding  from  tlio 
pre?i<Iency  to  join  his  corps,  and  re» 
quiring  an  advance  of  cash,  is  to  ad- 
dress the  military  auditor-general  by 
lettei  (stating  the  distance  of  his  corps 
and  nmouni  of  advance),  who  is  au- 
thtjrized  10  pass  an  order  upon  the  mi- 
hu\zy  paymaster  at  the  presidency,  to 
issue  (he  amount. 

Officers  proceeding  from  ont-sta- 
tidns  are  to  make  similar  application 
to  jfce  pa\ masters  within  whose  range 
of  yaymeni  they  may  be  situated,  who. 
are'riuthorised  to  pay  the  amount. 

1  hese  advances  are  to  be  made  in 
the  usual  manner  on  regular  abstracts, 
which  are  to  be  entered  in  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  paymaster,  who  is 
directed  to  make  them. 
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above  directed,  are  to  furnish  th^  offi- 
cer with  a  certificate,  specifying  the 
amount  of  the  advance,  and  the  date 
of  which  it  is  tnade^  which  shall  be  a 
voucher  for  the  paynaabier,  from  whom 
he  is  to  receive  his  next  pay  and  al- 
lowances, to  issue  ihem. 

Public  Dbpartmbnt. — The  right 
honourable  the  governor-general  in 
council,  having  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  peculiar  circumstances  in 
which  a  portion  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  loans  of  the  J  0th  June,  J  808,  and 
5th  May,  I8O9,  are  placed,  inconse- 
quence of  the  measures  of  govern- 
ment for  discharging  the  debt  of  this 
presidency,  has  come  to  the  resolution 
of  making  a  return  of  3  per  cent,  on 
all  cash  subscriptions  to  the  loan  of 
June,  1808,  which  were,  according  to 
the  4th  clause  of  that  advertisement, 
subjected  to  the  payment  of  a  premium 
to  that  amount  -,  provided  that  the 
bond,  at  the  period  of  its  discharge  at 
the  treasury,  continued  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  original  subscriber. 

A  similar  return  of  premium  will 


be  made  to  all  those  creditors  who 
made  transfers  of  ihe  public  securi- 
ties, and  who  paid  the  premium  of 
two  per  cent,  prescribed  by  the  Qth 
clause  of  ihtr  same  advertisement. 

The  premium  of  4  per  emu.,  taken 
from  the  original  holders  of  bends  is- 
sued  for  cash  subscriptions  to  the  loan 
of  the  5th  May,  I8O9,  will  be  repaid, 
on  those  bonds  being  discharged  at  the 
treasury,  provided  that  they  continue 
to  be  the  propert}'  of  the  original  ^ab- 
scriber:  the  accountant-gfneml.  on 
application,  will  issue  the  nect^sary 
certificate  for  the  return  of  prenaium 
to  the  parties  entitled  to  it  by  this  ad- 
vertisement. 

In  the  event  of  any  question  arising 
regarding  the  return  of  premium  nn- 
der  this  advertisement,  the  governor- 
general  in  council  reserves  to  bimielf 
the  right  of  determining  the  same. 

Published  by  order  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable thegoveraor-generrliQcotm- 
oil, 

A.  FikLCONAI, 

Chief  sec.  to  govt 
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Ianuart. 

The  hon.  J.  R,  Elphinstone,  Sd  jud^e  of 
provincial  court  of  appeaU&c.  at  Dacca. 

J.  Ahmuty,  ju^tge  and  magistrate  at  Behar. 

C.  Dumbleton,    do.     do.    at  Goruckpore. 

J.  W.  Grant,  collector  at  Cawnporo: 

O.  HarrweU,  <?olleaor  of  Ragrshahye. 

F.  Morgan,  assistant  judp^e  of  Jessorc. 

N.  B.  Edmonstone,  chief  secretary  to  go- 
vernment. 

H.  St.  George  Turker,  secretary  in  the  pub- 
lic department. 

R.  Beccher,  salt  agent  at  Tumlook.     • 

C.  R.  Crommelin,  do.  at  Hidgellee. 

C.  Sweedlaod,  commercial  resident  at  Be- 
nares 

R.  Brooke,        do.        at  Luclcipore,  &c. 

C.  Bayley,         do.        atSantipore. 

J.  Ewer,  assistant  »alt  agent  at  Tumlook. 

W.  B.  Gordon^        do.        at  Hidgellee. 

February. 

B.  Crisp,  senior  member,  board  of  revenue. 
J.  Stuart,  Puisne  judge  of  Sudder  Dewanny, 

and  Nizamut  Adawlut  courts.  • 

W.  Leycester,  3d  judge  of  court  of  appeal  ^ 

and  circuit,  at  Benares. 
J.  M.  Rees,  judge  and  magistrate  of  Rung' 

pore. 
F.  Law,  coUeetor  of  Sanin. 

C.  Suttie,  collector  of  Purncah. 

F.  Morgan,  reg.  Zillah  court,  Sylhet. 

March. 

G.  Oswald,  judge,  &c.  of  the  Zillah  of 
Moradabad. 

R.  Giaham,        do.    do.       of  Diuageporc. 
R,  O.  Wynne,    do.    do.       of  Juanpore. 
R.  Turner,  assist,  judze    do  of  Jes^cre 
E.  C.  Lawrence,  register  at   Mif'n;^pore. 


C.  W.  Warde, 

E.  Parry, 

F.  D.  Gordon, 
C.  W.  Steer, 
H.  Baston, 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


at  Cuttack. 
at  Ailvghur. 
at  Bui'eiily. 
at  Etawah, 
at  Bareilly. 


W.  Thomas,  assistant  magistrate,  Shahabad. 


C.  Shakespear,  coHettor  of  land  revenue  at 
Chittagong. 

G.  Warde,  assistant  secretary  to  bottxl  of 
revenue. 

W.  Money,  deputy  collector  of  Calotttta 
town  duties. 

W.  J.  Harding— R.  Barlow.  — H  Robert- 
son.—  J.  Lyon. — W.  Forrester,  and  J. 
Fumeaux,  assistants  in  the  o0ice  of  the 
register  of  the  Sudder  Dewandy  Adawlut, 
an«l  Nazamut  Adawlut. 

T.  J.  Plowden,  assistant  secretary  to  the 
board  of  trade. 

H,  Chippendale,  assistant  to  the  collector  of 
government  customs. 

G,  Tod,  and  R.  H.  Tulloh,  assistants  to 
the  secretary  to  the  board  of  revenue. 

Mr.  Moore,  and  R.  Chamberlain,  assistants 
to  secretary  to  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners, 

T.  B.S.  Wilder,  assistant  to  the  collector  of 
Mooradabad. 

T.  Brt>wn,  assistant  to  col  lector  at  Cawnpore. 

T.  Inglis,  assistant  to  commercial  resident 
at  So«namooky. 

N.  McLeod,  assistant  to  commercial  resi- 
dent at  Patna. ' 

P.  Brady,  marshal  of  vice  admiralty  court. 

J.  Wordsworth,  proctor  of  do. 

J.  Stanley,  attorney  and  proctor,  supreme 
court. 

'  April.  ^ 

Mr.  M.  Ricketts,  deputy  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Mirzapore. 

N.  McCleod,  assistant  commercial  resident, 
Patn-t. 

C  ■  Moncton,  2d  commercial  assistant,  Rung- 
pore. 

May. 
E.  Pond,  assistant  t;o  salt  agent  at  Cuttack. 
R.  Morrison,  assistant  to  register  of  the 
Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut,  &c.  &c. 

D.  Morrison,  assistant  iudgeat  Juanpore. 
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1.  O.  Oldham^  collector  of  Sehaninpor*. 
Mr.  W.  W.  Bird,  register  of  the  Dewanny 

Adawlut,  Benares. 
Mr.  F.  Barnet,  register   of  the  Dewanny 

Adawlut,  of  Beerbhoom. 
Mr.  C.  Carey,  register  of  the  Zillah  court, 

of  the  24  Purgunnahs. 

Junk. 
MrT  W.  Lindsay,  assistant  to  the  resident 

with  Scinde^h. 
Mr.  W.  Reonell,  deputy  collector  of  cu»- 

tomsi  Allahabad.   ' 

July. 
^r.  J.  Rathay,  judge  and  magistrate  of 

Dacca. 
Mr.  W  B.  Bailey,  judge  of  Dacca  Jelapore. 
Mr.  ('ampb^II,  do.         of  Hooghley. 

Mr.  G.  lUTenscrof^  collector  of  Moorshe- 

dabad. 
Mr.  J.  T.Shakespear,  register  of  the  courts 

of  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut,  and  Niza. 

mut,  6lc.  ^ 

Mr.  A.  Campbell,  sub.-6ec.  to  board  of  reve- 
nue. 
Mr.  G.  Warde,  Ist  assistant  to    do. 

Au«usT. 
Mr.  N.  B.  Edmonstone,  secretary  to  the 
govemor^general,  during   his  lordship's 
absence. 


Mr.  C.  T.  Metcalfe,  deputy secfMsry. 

Mr.  H.  Shakespear,  assistant  judge  at  Nad« 

dea. 
Mr.  C  Chapman,  register  to        do. 
Mr.  G.  Saunders,  secretary  to  commisaumen 

Fort  St.  George 
Mr.  A.  G.  J.  Todd,   sub.-sec.  to  board  of 

trade. 
Mr.  A.  Revely,  assistant  to  collector  of  S4 

Purgunnahs. 
Mr.  R.  Barlow,  assbtant  secretary  of  board 

of  commissioners. 
Mr.  R.  Martin,  judge  of  the  24   PorgQa- 

nahs. 
Mr.  J.  Hunter,  collector  of  Dignapore. 

,  November. 

Mr.  J  Digbv,  collector  at  Rongpore, 
Mr.  T.  Pakenham,   register  of  Dewanny 

Adawlut, 
Mr.  R.  Leny,  private  secretary  to  the  rim 

president. 

December. 
Mr.  J.  Thornhill,  collector  of  castoma,  B^ 

nares. 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  secretary  to    govermnent^ 

military  department. 
Mr.  C.  Lushington,  deputy  secretary  t» 

government. 
Mr.  H.  Ellis,  head  assistant. 


BENGAL  MILITARY  PROMOTIONS, 


I8O9. 


January. 
Capt.  W.   Franklin,   regulating  officers  of 

the  invalid  Tanuahs,  at  Bhaugulpore,  and 

Tirhoot.     Capt.  L.  Wiggins,   20th  N  I. 

to  be  deputy  paymaster  at  Chunar.    Capt. 

Sherwood,   commissary  of  stores.     Capt. 

M.  W.  Brown,  assistant  to  do.    Lieut.  M. 

C.  Webber,  7th  N.  I  to  be  aid-de  camp 

to  the  governor  general.     Hon    Lieut.  J. 

T.  Aylmer»  8th  N.  L  do.     Lieut.  J.  Ma- 

ling,  9th  N.  I.  Supernumerary,  do. 
X  Seg»     Capt.  lieut.  £.  Morris,  to  be  capt. 

JLieut.  H.  Wood,  to  be  capt.  lieut.     En, 

Irwin,  to  be  lieut.    Ensign  P.  Carieton  lo 

be  lieut. 
22d  Reg.  N.I.     Capt.  lieut.  L.  H.Davy,  to 

be  capt.    Lieut,  i.   F^  Biackuey,  to  be 


capt.   lieut. 
lieut. 
Sietb  RcgN,I. 
lieut. 


Ensign  E,  leffreyi,  to  W 
Ensign  W.  Walker,  to  be 


February. 
%tb  Reg.  N,  J.    Capt.  lieut.  W.  P.  AnderMB« 

to  be  capt.  vice  Duff,  retired.    Lieut.  H. 

W.  Frith,  to  be   capt.  lieut.    Ensign  C 

F.  Webb,  to  be  lieut. 
9/A  Reg.  N.  L    Capt.  J.  Ainsley  to  be  major. 

Capt.  Iieut  F  Fernyhough,  to  be  captain. 

Lieut.  W.  N-  Fountaine.  to  be  capt.  lieot 

Ensign  T.  Dickenson,  to  be  lieut. 

March. 
Colonels  S.  Watson  ;  R.  Ra;pe;  R.  Maoit; 
.   G.  Hardymao;  to  be  major  geoerala* 
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April. 
Mijof^Oco.  F.  Fuller,  to  be  t  general  on  the 
staff. 

JUNEi 

JLicatenant-G>1bnels  Kirkpatrick,  Macintyre, 
Gardiner,  D'Casuo,  Marlry,  Burn,  Hzwk- 
ahaw,  Marshall,  Coningham,  Bradshaw, 
and  Wood,  to  be  colonels. 

August. 
Major  D.  Lumiden,  7th  N.  I.  to  be  military 


secretary  to  the  Vicc-pre sldeiit ;  and  Cap- 
tain J.  Grecnstreet,  15th  N.  I.  to  be  assist- 
ant deputy  clerk  to  the  Vice-president. 

OCTO^ER• 
Major-Gen  S.  Wacson,  to  the  staff. 
Major-Gen.  Sir  £  Baillie,   J.   M'Donald, 
and  W.  Palmer,  to  the  statf. 

December. 
Major-Gen.  Champagne,  to  be  Major-Gen. 
on  the  suff. 
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I8O9. 


assi 


^UARY. 

Mr.  A.  Macdonel,  assistant  under  the  assay 
master. 

R.ev«  Mr.  Dunsterville,  chsplain  at  Banga- 
lore. 

Capt.  J.  Marshall,  to  be  paymaster  at  Viza- 
gapatam. 

Hon.  Lt.  G.  K.  Murray,  militaiy  paymaster 
general. 

February. 
Mr.  A.  D.  Campbell,  assistant  collector  at 

Bcllary. 
S.  Skinner,  judge  of  the  provincial  courts  of 

appeal,  nonbcm  division. 
C.  M.  Lushington,  actingjudge,ZiIlab  court, 

Rajahmundry. 
A.  Falconar,  to  be  chief  secretary  to  govern- 
ment, in  the  absence  of  G.  Buchan  00 

public  diity. 
Capt.  G.  £.  Barlow,   to  be  acting  private 

secretary  during  the  absence  of  G.  Buchan. 
J.  Kenworthy,  second  member  of  board  of 

trade. 
G.  G.  Keble,  sab  treasurer,  and  post  master 

general. 

March. 
Mr.  R.  FuTlarton,  member  of  the  board  of 

trade,  and  superintendent  of  investmenr. 
Mr.  D.  Hill,  head  assistant  to  the  chief  sec. 

to  government. 
Mr.  T.  Frascr,  accountant  general. 
Mr.  J.  M*Dowal),  civil  auditor. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Piele,  secretary  to  government  in 

the  military  department,  aiu)  superintendent 

of  stamps. 
Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  acting  assistant  to  the  resi- 
dent in  Mysore. 
Mr.  W.  Hawkins,  collector  in  the  zillab  of 

Masulipatam. 
Mr.  F.  W.  £llisi  collector  of  land  customs 

ttMadm. 


Mr.  G.  Gregory,  collector  in  the  zillah  cX 

Bcllary. 
Mr.  F.  Gahagan,  secretary  in  the  revenue  and 

judicial  department  of  government. 
Mr.  C.  Smith,  3d  judge  of  the  provincial 

court  of  appeal  and  circuit  for  the  northern" 

division. 
Mr.  £.  C.  Greenway,  acting  junior  puisnt 

judge  of  the  court  of  Sudder  and  Foujdary 

Adawlut. 
Mr.  C.  M.  Lushington,  sd  assistant  to  tlMS 

register  to  the  couit  of  Sudder  adawlut  and 

Fouidary  adawlut. 
Mr.  T.  ^ewnham,  register  to  the  conrt  of 

Sudder  adawlut  and  r  oujdary  Adawlut. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Kccne,   register  to  the  zillah 

court  of  Rajahmundry. 
Mr.  £.  Wood,  judge  and  magistrate,  and 

collector  of  Scnngapatam. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Casamaijor,  register  to  the  court 

at  Seringapatam. 
'  Mr.  F.  A.  Grant,  judge  and  magistrate  of  the 

zillah  court  of  Kajanmundry. 
Mr.  T.  Townshend,  ditto,  ditto,  of  Masuli- 
patam. 
Mr.  George  Strachey,  ditto,  ditto,  of  Cud- 

dapah. 
Mr.  S.  Skinner,  acting  3(1  judge  of  the  pro- 
vincial court  of  appeal  and  circuit  for  the 

centra  division. 

April. 
C.Harris,  1st  judge  of  the  provincial  court  of 

appeal  for  the  centre  division.  ' 
G.  Read,  2d  judge. 
S.  Skinnc,  3a  judge. 
H.  Coombe.  bead  assistant  in  the  secret  and 

political  departments. 
Mr.  R.  Andrews,  judge  in  the  provincial 

court  of  appeal,  sou&m  division. 
J,  Read,  judgt  of  Sudder  adawlut  and  Fouj« 

dary  adawlut  court. 
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May. 
G.  Gregory,  collector  in  ^  zillah  of  Cud- 

dapah. 
W.  Chaplain,  ditto,  ditto,  of  Bcllary. 
J.  B.  Travers,   acting  judge   of  court    of 

appeal  and  circuit  for  the  norihero  divi- 
sion. 
A.  D.  Campbell,  examiner  to  the  secretary 

to  board  of  revenue. 
A.  R.  M'Donncll,  assistant  to  the  collector 

of  Cuddapah. 
J.  F.  Lane,  assistant  tb  the  collector  at  Bel- 

lary. 
E.  Powncy,  judge,  &r.  at  Salem. 
T.  Watts,  acting  reg.  to  the  court  of  appeal 

in  the  southern  division. 
N.  Sheffield,  acting  judge,  &c  at  Combaco- 

oum. 

June. 
J.  Kenworthy,  esq.   senior  member  of  the 

board  of  trade. 
Rob.  Fullcrton,  esq.  second  ditto,  ditto. 
J.  Casamaijor,  esq.  a  member  of  the  board 

of  trade. 
Mr.  G.  Garrow,  accountant  general. 
Mr.  C«  Hyde,  collector  in  the  zillah  of  Chin- 

gleput. 
Mr.  H.  Spottiswood,  ditto,   ditto,    of  Gan- 

Jam. 
Mr.  T.  Eraser,  ditto,  ditto,  at  NcUore. 
Mr.  G.  F.  Travers,  ditto,  ditio,  at  Trichi- 

nopoly. 
Mr.  W.  Mackenzie,   assisunt  to  the  assay 

master. 
Mr.  F.  A.  Grant,  3d  judge  of  the  provincial 

court  of  southern  divi:»ion. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Travers,  3d  diuo,   ditto,   of  the 

northern  division. 
Mr.  T.  Townsend,  acting  3d  judge  of  ditto, 

ditto,   ditto. 
Mr.  p.  R.  Cazalct,  judge  and  magistrate  of 

the  zillah  of  Rjjahir.utidiy 
Mr.  A.  G.  Biake,  assistant  judge  at  Mdsuli- 

pataro. 
Mr  S.  Bouiflower,  register  to  ibe  zillah  court 

at  R  ;j.^hmnndry. 
Mr.  H.  G.  Kccue,  ditto,   ditto,  at  Vizaga- 

patam. 

July. 

Mr.  D,  Hill,  dfpuiy  post  master  general. 

Licut.-colo!icl  Symons,  superintendent  of 
police,   &c. 

Mr.  J.  S.nee.  ad  judge  of  provincial  court 
of  apj>r,il,  &c.  in  the  western  division. 

Mr.  H.  Clt  phane,  3d  judge  of  ditto,  ditto. 

Mr.  C.  Bird,  assiscant  to  the  register,  Bcl- 
lary. 

Mr.  H.  Dickenson, 'assistant  to  ihc  secretary 
of  government  in  the  rtvci.uc  and  judicial 
department,    . 

Mr.  £.  Sullivan,  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

Mr.  £.  T.  Gomondc,   assistant   to   the  coU 

^' lector,  Bellary. 

Mr.  W.  Ci.npbcll,  ditto,  ditto,  Carara. 

Nt  F  H.  Bruce,  assisuot  to  the  coilcctor^ 
ViZj^apaum. 


August. 
Mr.  R.  Rogers,  assistant  to  tbe  chief 

tary  to  government. 
Mr.  J.  Kmg,  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 
Mr.  T.  Gahagan,  deputy  secretary  to  board 

of  revenue. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Heatb,  examuier  to  tbe  boa^d  of 

Revenue. 

MEDICAL  PROMOTIONS. 

Dr.  T.  Gihagan,  physician  general,  and  pre- 
sident of  the  medical  board. 

Mr.  A.  Watson,  sd'member  of  the  board. 

Dr.  W.  Ainslic,  superintcfxliog  surgeon  in 
the  southern  division.     - 

Mr.  J.  Hay,  surgeon  to  the  sd  battalion  of 
artillery. 

September* 
Mr.  S.  Harris,   commercial  resident.   Cad- 

dalore. 
Mr.  T.  A.  Casamaijor,  judge  and  magistrate 

at  iSeringapatam. 
Mr.  J.  Newnham,   ditto,   ditto,  at  Cudda- 


4r.J. 
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Mr.  E.  Wood,  register  of  the  court  of  Sud- 

der  and  Fouidary  adawlut. 
Mr.  E.  P.  Blake,   assistant  judge,  Comba- 

conum 
Mr.  J.  Stokes,  assistant  to  the  register  of  tbe 

Sudder  ud:)wlut. 
Mr.  I.  H.n^,  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 
Mr.  H.  Rusicl',  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 
Mr.  F.  Hulfand,  a&^stant  to  the  chief  secre- 

tdtv  to  ;;overiimt  ni. 
Mr.  J.  K  Jcsiop,  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 
Mr.  S.  Thicker;,,  assi^^tant  to  tbe  secretary  to 

the  board  of  n  vcrme.  • 

Sir  J    Home,  hart,  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 
Mr.  T.  C.  Chase,  assistant  to  the  secretaiy  to 

the  board  of  trade. 
Mr.  J.  C.Welsh,  assistant  to  the  chief  sccre- 

tirv  to  government. 
'Mr.  B.  CunliHe,  ditto,  ditto*  ditto. 
Mr.  H.  Sewell,  ditto,  ditto,  ditto. 

October. 
Mr.  E.  Sulivan,  assistant  to  the  collector  of 

Malabar. 
Mr.  J.  Russel,  ditto  to  tbe  collector  in  the 

southern  division  of  Arcot. 
Mr.  I.  Munro,  register  to  the  zillah  coun  of 

Salem. 
Mr.  J.  O.  Tod,  to  be  judge,  &c.  at  Maw 

lipatam. 
Mr.  C.  May  Lushington,  to  be  assistant  ju4gp 

at  Rajahmundry. 
Mr.  S.  Boutflower,  to  be  assistant  jodge  of 

Madura. 
Mr.  W.  O.  Shakespear»  to-be  assistant  judge 

at  Canara. 
Mr.  C.  Fullarton,  to  be  register  to  tbe  zillah 

court  at  Masulipatam. 
Mr.  E.  H.  Woodcock,  to  be  register  to  the 

zillah  court  at  Cuddapab.  ^ 
Mr.  W.  Montgomerie,  to  bc  jepstcr  to  ti^ 

zillah  court  aiGaoiam.jQQQl^ 
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Mr.  E.  H.  Cruttenden,  to  be  register  to  the 

zillah  court  at  1  richinopoly. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Ff-»i'*r,  to  be  register  to  the  zil- 

!ah  court  at  Rrtjahmundiy. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Young,   to  be  acting-  judge  at 

Tinncvfllv. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Travers,  to  be  second  judge,  and 

Mt.  Thomas  Townsend,  third  jud|^c  of  the 

provincial  court  of  appeal  and  circuit  for  the 

Donhern  division. 

November. 
Mr;  F.  Gahagan,  French  translator  to  govern- 

Mr.  H.  G.  Kecnc,  second  assistant  under  the 
rcftiiicr  to  the  court  qI  Suddcr  adawlut  and 
Foujdary  adawlut. 


December. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Ross,  collector  at  Giddapah. 

Mr.  M.  O.  Cockbum.  first  assistant  to  the 
collector^n  the  southern  diviMon  of  Arcot. 

Mr.  Thomas  Chase,  second  assistant  to  the 
collector  of  Nellore. 

Mr.  Henry  Sewell,  assistant  to  the  collector 
of  Rajahnundry. 

Mr.  George  Gregory,  acting  judge  and  ma- 
gistrate of  the  zillah  cour  of  Salem. 

Mr.  S.  H.Grcig,  sheiiff  of  Madraspatnam. 

Mr.  J.  L,  Heifke,  agent  of  the  government 
lotrrry. 

Mr.  G.  Cherry^  register  to  the  zillah  court  at 
Madura. 


MADRAS  MILITARY  PROMOTIONS. 


1809. 


January. 

Mjjor  Gen.  F."  Gowdic,  to  the  command 
ot   ihe  Madras arnny. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Clarice,  to  be  commissarv  of 
stores,  Foil  Si.  Gcoig<'.  Lirui.  J.  Beau- 
mont, 5.h  rcg.  Native  infantry,  to  be 
adjutjiu. 

Eniijin  H.  Dixon,  3d  rcg.  Native  infantry, 
to  be  Fort  adjutant  atTanjore. 

Captain  A.  Balmain,  yih  Native  infantry, 
brigade  major,  Travancore. 

Lieutenant  H.  Lindsay,   T.  T.  Paskc,  and 
JieuTcnani  F.  VV.  C.  Black,  10  the  horse 
arulieiy. 
Capt.  Lieut.  W.  Shirop,  to  ditto. 

February. 

Senior  major  of  Infancr}',  P.  Bruce,  l8ih 
Native  nifaiitry,to  be  litur.  col.  I'Ue  Darley 
deceased. 

18/^  Native  Infant ty^-^C^^,  E.  Boardman, 
to  be  major.  Capt.  Lieut.  W.  F  Black- 
more,  to  be  captain.  Lieut.  H.  E.  Somcr- 
ville,  to  be  Cipiain  lieutenant.  Ensign 
A.  A'tkin,  10  be  lieu'enant. 

iStb  Nati<ve  Infantry — Ensign  B.  M' Master, 
to  be  lieuterant. 

Ztb  Natifje  Infantry — Ensign  G.  Muriel,  to 
be  lieutenant.  Mr.  A.  McDonald,  to  be 
ensign. 

Lieutenant  colonel  J.  Cupi'^pe,  to  be  adju- 
tant general.  Captain  S.  M*Dowall»  to  be 
deputy  ditto.  Lieutenant  F.  K.  Balmam, 
6th  reg.  Native  cavalry,  to  be  aNMSiant 
ditto.  Captain  W.  Morrison,  secretary  10 
the  military  board.  Captain  f.  Cartrnc, 
paymaster    at    Hydrabad.       Cuptain    K. 


Hughes,  24 th  Native  infantry,  to  be  mili- 
tary secietarv  to  General  Gowdie.  ^ 

Lieutenant  J.  Wilsor,  I5ih  Native  infantry, 
and  Ensign  R.  Wilson,  ilth  Native  in- 
fantry, aids-de-ramp  to  General  Gowdie. 

Lieuienant  colonel  Lenh,  to  act  as  a^ent  of 
supplies.  Lieutenant  colonel  Lockhart, 
his  majesty*s  30th  regiment,  to  commaiMi 
Pond  i  cherry. 

Captain  H.  Townshcnd,  6th  Native  infantry, 
to  be  major  of  brigade  to  the  honourable 
Lieutenant-colonel  St.  Leger.  Lieufr^ant 
P.  Cameron,  quarter  master,  2d  Native 
cavalry.  Ensign  M'Master,  2d  battalion 
6(h  Native  intantry,  to  be  adjutant.  En- 
sign Murcott,  adjutant,  ed  battalion  181II 
hfative  infantry.  Lieutenant-colonel  Miin- 
ro,  to  resume  the  office  of  Persian  trans* 
lator. 

March. 

Captain  H.  Munt,  to  be  agent  for  purchase 
of  remount  horses.  Captain  S.  M* Dow- 
all,  general  agent  for  cavr^lry  supplies. 
Captain-lieutenant  T.  }^.  S-  Conway,  to  be 
de^xity  adjutant  general.  Captain  C.  Ad- 
di>on,  deputy  adjuunt  general,  with  the 
Hydrjbad  fore. 

Lieutenant  J.  Wilson,  assistant  adjutant  ge- 
neral, northern  division.  Lieutenant  A. 
Walker,  aid  de-camp* to  General  Gowdie, 
Lieutenant  T.  Maclean,  deputy  secretary 
to  military  board,  &c. 

Major-gene  I  al  Pater,  to  command  the  north- 
ern division. 

Colonel  Wakioson,  to  command  the  south' 
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cm  division.    Co^onrl  Crok.  r  lo  command 
the  crrictl  (listrictv. 

M  j  'f  Hiiikf-y,  of  hs  m^j  siv's  iQth  re^i- 
,  mrnt.  t<)  an  a*  a^^Utdni  adjaiant  general  to 
the  fronps  in  Travjnrorr. 

Gjpiain  /Craristoun,  ftJ  Nativr  rcgimcn%  to 
br  brigade  m;»j'>r  m  the  officer  cotntnand- 
iue  ibe  iroopf  in  Tf.«v«ncore.  Cap'ain 
Robert»OJi»  41  h  Native  rej^imeni,  com- 
jniisiuy  of  urain  -ind  provisiuns.  Captain 
Claphani»  4ih  Nv.iv-  retiuncnr,  to  act  as 
pa)  master  CapMiii  Craiiitonn,  adNttive 
jrc^ymen',  to  4C\  ^s  s«n>frinten<icnt  of  Bi- 
zars.  Capaiii  Mliiosh,  !>!  baitaHon'of 
artillery,  lo  act  a-*  comini^saiy  ot  orcnancc 
and  stores. 

The  force  servinp  in  Travancore,  under  lieu- 
lenant-coloncl  Chilmer-,  being  formed  into 
two  bri^l  s,  Liciitrna.u-colonrl  Picton, 
of  hi«  m.ij, sty's  ic^h  rigimcnt,  to  com- 
mand ihe  lit  brigade. 

St  AVI, —  Cip^iain  Birch,  4th  Native  v  ^\- 
menf,  miior  of  brijiadc*,  and  Ensign  J*n- 
kii>s  of  his  majesty's  leth  regiment,  quar- 
ter master  of  brigade. 

Lieiiienaiit-coloncl,  the  lionoiirahle  ■ 

Stui'^t,  of  his  majesiN'a  igih  regiment,  to 
con.timd  'heedb  i;',«idc. 

Staff.— C  ptain  Wans,  of  his  majesty's 
iQ'h  regmvnt,  m  jor  of  briu^de;  and 
Livuicnani  Elphinsicnr,  2^  Native  regi- 
nifnt,  qn  r-er  master  of  brii;.'de. 

C  p*  tr»  R.  Hi^hrs,  I-  cofTiM*  in  {  the  l$t  b-»f- 
tal  on  of  pion.-t  rs.  M  j  t  [.  Vertio  ,  bth 
N«'i  e  i«»f.iii«rv,  10  t>^'  n:i  .;aiy  secriary  to 
Grnera    O  wiie 

Cavalry  Senior  lieut.  col  of  cavalry,  K 
IVIacalifiter  to  be  lieut.  col  comniandan'. 
Senior  ma  or  of  cavalry,  J  Rowltri,  from 
the  third  regiment,  to  he  lieut   col 

ZJ  Rcf.  :>eniorcapt  J  Rus^el,  to  bemajor. 
Capi  lieut.  W.  C  Campbell,  to  be  c-tpt. 
of  a  troop  Lieut  H  Raiiisford.  lo  be 
capt  lieut  Cornet  J  Boyn,  to  be  lieut. 
Ca  et  F  L.  Doveion,  to  be  cornet 

Co  ps  cf  Ei>giMf€rs  Senior  ensign,  S.  Rusael, 
to  be  lieut 

Jnf^ntrx.  Senior  major  of  infantry  M. 
Wllks,  from  the  6th  N    I  to  be  lieut   coi 

eth  N  R  Senior  c.*pt.  J  Vernon,  to  I  e 
major.  Capt- li^ut.  J  Ha*;kett.  tobecapt. 
of  a  company.  l.ieul.F  Bowsiobecapt 
lieut,     Ensign  Gilliert  Scott,  16  be  lieut 

Senior  ieut  col.  of  infantry,  J.  Ch«ilmeri,  to. 
be  lieut.  col  comman  <ant 

Senior  major,  W  Duwse,  from  the  8th  N. 
R.  to  be  .ieut.  col 

ttb  N.  H.  enior  capt.  J  Colehrool^e,  to  be 
major.  Capt.  lieut  J  G.  Bclliiigham,  to 
be  capt.  l.ieut  H.  Davie,  to  be  capt. 
lieut.     Rns^'gn  J  Carr.  to  be  lieut. 

Senior  lieut.  col  A.  Dyce,  to  be  lieut.  col. 
commandant. 

Senior  n)-»jor,  Sir  D  0-iIby,  bart.  from  the 
9lh  N    1.  to  be  lieut   col. 

^l  X  R  Senior  capt  J.  P.  Keisberry,  to 
be  major.      Cdpt.  lieut,  R.  Bye,  to  be 


c^pt     Lieut,A.  ^^Leod,tohccapt.lle^IL 

i'n^'^n  W    H.Rowley   to  b.^  lieut. 
24th  AT  Ji      tnsiiTu  Johti  R    Godfrey,  tobc 

Jieut.     En^iRnCr.  W   Dore,  lobe   ieuJ. 
Se<'ii>r  major  ot  infantry.  J.  Le.th.  from  the 

Ist  N   I   to  be  lieut -col. 
2iji  A^    R      Senior  capt    C     r«*rrin,  to  W 

piajor       Capt.    licilt     H.  B  -.vil'ier,    l,.    be 

capt.     Lieut    J.  Rimminpi.  n,  tv^  be  capt. 

lieut      Ensign  J  Kins,  :t^  be  I     it 
Seijior  major  of  infaiUiV,  l"*    Bruce,  from  the 

ISth  N  I.  to  be  lieut    co!oi    .. 
I8tb  N.  R      Senior    rapt.   E.   JloHi'»min,  to 

be  m^* jor,     C  pr   lieut.  W.  I     /  ackrno.c, 

to   be  capt      licit,  x!   T.  Sot   •  rvil't-    t* 

be  capr.Wcut    Ersii^n  A.Ait<ir.  to'     ccut. 
Senior  n-.-^jur  cf  in   i,.:  f  i- .  Kn^-jt  on,  from 

the  'J'M  NT     o  t  f.  I  eu\  ol 
22// A^  m      St'  ,1      »  ipt.  A.  M'In'.ihh,to  l»e 

IT.  tjor      C  tr    liei.t   C.  Fei  rier.  to  uecapt. 

Lieut    J     r    I   ewrnaii.   o  be  capt.   lieut 

E.  siijn  FoA.ir    l.^M>h,  to  be  lienf . 
Scn'Of  in^ijor  01   nif  .ntrv    »      Trotter,  fron 

the   yjth  N    I.  t      e  bent.  col. 
25th  N  R      ^e^l<Jr  c;<pt.  C    A'Jri  '.^e,  to  be 

major      Capt.  lieut     T.  J    I'-lmer   to  be 

capt.     L'eut.  S   S    (iupner,  10    *  *•  capt. 

liertt      En.sijrn    G.  ^iny«  to  Ue  licureriot. 
Senior  licit     c  1      ot  iiifanlry     C     Corner, 

to   be    I'eut.  CO.    commmdant. 
Senior  major  of  infant -y,  R   Barclay,  from 

the    1 1th  N.I   L)  be  lieut  col 
\U6  N    R.     Senor  cpt.  D.  M  Greiror,  t* 

he  major.     Cant    heut    H  W  Sa*e, tobe 

capt         T  i»*ut.   J.   6!ir»moiis,  to    be  capt. 

lieut      Fn.>;.  a  T   \\'(h>  Cock,  to  be  heut. 
Senior   najor  i.\  infantry      ^,    Bryce,  from 

the    *Ji*iN.  I    tobrl'-.-.r   colonel. 
V2tl)  N    R        enioi  C-pr    VV    H.  Vanghan. 

to    e  m  jor.       apt  !ienf\  G  Ca dell,  to  he 

capt      Lieut   E  Conmv,  to  be  capt.  lieut. 

Ensign  H.  Reid  to  be  lieut 
17/A  N.  R.     Capt    beut    J     Wahah,  to  he 

capt      Lieut    J    Ijican,   to  be  capt.  lieut. 

Enfti^ii  ii   DtJU^-las.  to  be  lieut. 
20th  X  R.      Capt.  lieut    J  ^Waters,  to  be 

capt.     Lieut.  H.  W  Lee.  to  be  capt.  lieut. 

Ensign  W  Marshall,  to  tie  lieut 
2mJj.V.  R.     Ensign  R.  Swyer,  to  be  Ueut, 


Lieut  Morill.  10th  N  I  adjutant  to  9dbat. 
Capt  T  Dougbis  Hh  N.  I  to  be  quarter 
m-antcr  of  brigade  to  colone'  ^  uppage. 

Li  ut.  col.  Forbes,  hi«  Majesty't  80lh 
re^ment,  to  command  in  Malabar  aad 
Canara. 

S/h  Reg.  N.  C.  Cadet  R.  Gordon,  to  be 
cornet. 

Artillery.  Lieut.  Fireworker,  C.  R.  Mc 
Cau!«sand,  to  be  lieut. 

Capt  Lee  his  Majesty**  \^t  royal  regiment 
to  command Poonamalee. 

Lieut  Bubman  2nd  battalion.  1  !th  N  I.  to 
be  foTt  adjutant,  atid  paymaster  of  cer- 
tificates at  Vellore. 

4/5  fi.  L    Capt.  lieut.  W.  M.  Robemoo,  (f 
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be  capuin.    Lteut.  B.  Baker,  to  be  capt. 

lieut      T.  W**^^''  ^o  ^^  lieut, 
I^lcut   Powell,  his  Matesty'^s  S'^th  regiment, 

to  be  brigade  major  to  col.  Wilkinson. 
JLteut.  H  S.  Hall,  to  be  aJjucant  to  2nd  bat. 

4.h  reg.  N.  I. 

May. 

JL,icut.  col  Irton,  9ih  N.  I.  to  command  in 
Tra^QCore.  Lieut.  H.  J  Bowler,  16th 
N.  I  to  be  Aid  de  Camp  to  mijor  gene- 
ral Pater.  \ 

£n<(4ga  Macintosh,  asnistant  to  engineer,  in 
North  division.  Ensign  Milbourne,  do. 
iu  the  South  division. 

2«/  Ba.  5tb  N.  I.  Lieut,  C.  Herbert,  to  be 
adjutant.  \ 

I^ieuc.  col,  Mac'eod,  His  M  *s  69th  re- 
giment, to  command  at  WallajahUad. 
MiiJ4)r  T.  h.  •*■.  Conway,  to  be  adju- 
tant general.  Capt.  P.  V.  Agnew,  to 
be  Jcputy  adjutant  general  Lieut  col. 
T.  Clarke,  to  be  comman  'ant  of  artil- 
lery, with  a  seat  at  the  military  board. 
Major  Sir  J.  Sinclair,  bart.  to  be  com  uis- 
•ary  of  stores,  at  Fort  t.  George.  L^eut. 
A  E.  Patullo.  to  command  the  gover- 
nor's body  guard. 

Capt.  J.  Doveton  7th  N  C.  to  be  pay-mas- 
ter at  Vizigapatam  Lieut,  col.  H  Coii- 
ran,  His  Majesty's  royal  regiment,  to 
command  the  garrison  of  Fort  *  t  George. 
Lieut.  J.  Beaumont,  to  be  assistant  quarter 
master  geiieral,  in  Mysore.  Lieut,  col 
Rumley,  from  5ih  to  the  7th  reginient 
cavalry.  Lieut.-col.  Rowles,  from  7th  to 
the  5th  regiment  cavalry.  Lieut  col. 
Fletcher,  from  8th  to  i^4th  regiment  N.  I. 
and  1st  bat.  Lieut  col.  J  G.  Graham, 
from  'iOth  to  8th  res^iment  N  I  and  2nd 
bat  Lieut,  cof  Marriott,  from  24th  to 
20th  regiment  N  I  and  2nd  bat.  Major 
Keasberry.  of  9th  N  R  from  the  2nd  to 
lat  bat.  Major  Fraser,  of  9th  N.  I  from 
the  lstto2nlbat.  Cipr.H.  F  Smith,  of 
14th  N  1  from  2nd  to  the  Ist  bat  Lieut. 
col.  H.  Hi  I  from  19th  to  the  14th  reg. 
N.  I.  and  to  the  2nd  bat.  Lieu.,  col  C. 
Godfrey  from  I4th  to  the  19th  regt.  N.  I. 
and  to  the  2d  bat  Major  Muiihea  I,  of 
J 8th  N.  1.  from  2nd  to  the*  1st  battalion. 
Major  Boardman,  of  18th  N.  I.  from  1st 
to  the  2nd  bat.  Lieut.  West,  from  ist 
to  the  2nd  bat.  13th  N  I.  Lie  t  Dun- 
combe,  from  2riil  to  the  Ist  bat  13th  N  I. 
Lieut,  col.  S.  Irtofi,  to  9th  N  I  an  I  Jd. 
bat,  Lieut,  col  W.  Mjcleod  to  2 Ist  do 
and  rst  do  Lieut,  col  J.  Cuppage,  to 
15th  do.  and  Utdo  Lieut  co'.  \.  Miit- 
iand.to  ISth  do.  and  2nd  do.  Lieut,  col. 
J.  G  Graham  to  22nd  do  and  2nd  'io. 
Licnt  col.  T.  Wilson,  to  **th  do.  and  2nd 
do  Lieut  col.  J.  Leith  to  1 7th  do  and 
2nd  do  Lieut.  coh>nel  R  Munro,  to  2ad 
bat  15th  N.  R.  Lieut,  col  Robertsoif, 
ip  1st  bat.  14th  N  I. 
June. 
Colonels,   6.  Robcrtt.  — U.  Vigors.  — A. 


Brown.— R.  Croker.— P  Torrens.aadC 

Laland,  to  be  maj  jr  generals. 
Captains,  P.  H.  Keajr,  aad  D.  M.  Holford, 

to  be  majors. 
2»</  N.I.     Capt.  lieut.  F.  W.  Wilson,  to  be 

capt.     L<eut    J.  Ford,  t)  be  capt.  lieut. 

Ensign  G.  Strachan  to  be  lieut. 

July. 

Eitr^f>eaH    Rtg,      Ensign    P.  Brown,  to  b% , 
lieut. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Hare,  22nd  light  dra- 
goons to  command  the  centre  division  of 
the  army.  Cv)l.  Clo<e,  to  commi-nd  sub- 
sid  ary  force,  Hydrahad.  L  eut.  C.  Cro- 
ker, 89th  regi  nent,  to  be  A.  D  C  to  gene- 
ral Croker  Lieut.  £  Wallace,  9nd  N. 
C  assistant  quarter  master  general  to  'he 
centre  division  Lieut.  R  Crewe,  25th 
N.I  assistant  adjutant  gt?ne'al,'o.  Lieut. 
L.  Hooke,  2i.'n  I  liht  dragoons,  briga  !• 
major  to  col  Hare.  Lieut  E.  H.  X^eith, 
adjutant,  2ni  bat.  22d  N  I.  Licit.  J  W. 
Oliver,  adjutant  to  Ist  Dat.  2.1th  N.  I. 

Lieutenant  G  Jackson,  16th  N  I  assistant 
adjutant  general, Southern  division.  Lieut. 
J.Monchefe.  2ndN. I.  fortadjutantTrichi- 
nopoiy.  Lieut.  Oldnall,  to  be  fort  adju- 
tant, Seriugapatam. 

AnciT.sT. 
Lieut,   col    Macleo  I,  H    M  's  69ih  reg  to 

command  the  g.trrison  of  Fort  St.  George. 

Lieut,  col  Conran,  H,  M.*s  2nd  hat.  royals, 

to  command  :n  the  ceded  districts 
E  R    Senior  major  F  Pierce,  to  be  lieut  col. 

Capt.  F.  Thompson,  to  be  major.     Capt. 

lieut    R.Phillips,  to  be  capt.     Lieut    D. 

Forbes,    to  be    capt-  lieut.      Ensign  P. 

Brown,  to  be  lieut. 
14iAJV. /.     Capt     lieut.   G.  Moore,  to  b« 

capt.     I  ieut     W.    Brown,     to   be  capt. 

lieut.     Ensign    W.  Birch     to    be    lieut. 
Senior  lieut. -co!  R.  M.  Strange,  to  he  lieut.- 

col  commandant. 
\ltb  N.  I.     Senior  major  W.  H.  Hewitt, 

to  b2  lieut.-col.     Cvr.ni'.  C    Muinev  He, 

to'be  major.     Capi     lieut    J.  Wahab    to 

be   cape.     Lieut     J    Lucas    to  be  capt. 

lieut      Ens'gn  H   Douglas    to  be  lieut 
11  tb  N.  I.     Capt    lieut.  C.  Lucas  to  be  eapt, 

Lieut.  A  N.  Bert'-am   to  be  capt.   lieut. 

En^iirn  J.  Hoby,  to  be  lieut. 
13/AiV. /.     Senior  major  G  Hamilton,tobc 

lieui.rcol      Capt    A   Frith,  to  be  major. 

Capt.   lie&t    John  W    Wyte     to  oe  capt. 

Lieutenant  W.  Moore,  to  t,e  capt    Lieut. 

Ensiirn  C.NB'omfield.  to  he  Ueut. 
Eurofiean  Reg.     Ensign  B  Baker,  to  be  lieut. 
^5tb  N  1.     Ensign  W.  Ealcs,  to  be  lieut. 
C-ip  .  L(*«-,  to  bv  r^n.i'iclc  m«jot    iocf»-.  Con- 
ran.     M-ijor  P.  V.  Ajiiiew,  drputv  adiu'ant 

general,  to   be   supcriiucndrut    of  Bjzars» 

With  col.   Coiini'i's  dt"  «chinc»nf.     Lfu'.- 

col.  S.  I  ton,  otommindthc  Viz  jgapjutn 

%T^^  Gangam  districts 
The   hon  lievi».-co!.  P.  S  nart,  to  cominaQ^ 

the  subsidiary  force  at  Travincore. 
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Capt.  F.  ThorapsoD,  to  be  military  secretary, 
and  interpreter  to  col.  Hare* 

Septembfr. 
%fid  Rf^(^,  N.  C.  Corr.Li  E.  P.  SamucJ,  to 
be  adjuidiif.  Capr,  J.  T.  Trc  wn»an,  22nd 
N.  1.  to  be  liiniiosunce  instrucior  10 'ho 
cadet  company.  Capu  A.  Grant,  v\\h 
N.  I.  to  be-  commissaiy  of  >fi:»in,  &c.  to 
the  fiCid  iorcr,  under  colonel  Wiikuison. 
Capt.  J.  Moorhousc,  art.  10  be  public 
agnu  ior  gun  cair;aj;e$  ai  Srringapatam, 
M3J01  R.  Biice,  locoinaiaiid  Puiumco;'.  *« 

October. 
Ctyvalry,  jth  Rtg.    Capi.  A.  D.  Momc;ith, 

to  be   major.     Capt.   lieut.  J.  Ccileu,  to 

be  capt.    Lieut.  K.  Bryanr,  to  be  capt.- 

)ieut.     Cornet  R.  James,  to  be  licuienaot. 

A.  Ken  to  be  cornel. 
^d  Rt'g.     Cornel  J.  Smith,  to  be  licut.    W. 

H.  Butid  10  be  cornet. 
Ififamryy  iiist   Reg,     Capt.  G.  Wdbab,  to 

DC   major.      Capt.  litut.  J.  Rimmiugion, 

to  be  capt.     Lku'.C.  Sicwart,  10  biTdpl. 

lieut.   Eiiiign  R  Caiveii,  10  be  lieutencni. 
Senior    niajoi   of    intintry,  R.    Bnce,  from 

the  t^th  N.  Reg.  10  b'-  iicut.-col. 
^th  Rig.    Cap:.  A.    Gram,  to   be  major. 

Capr.  lieut.  J.  Sadler,  10  be  capt.     Lieut. 

C.  Wulbicr,  to  be  capt.  licut.      Eusigo 

G.  Grant  to  be  lieu:. 
Madras  European  R  ^g.    Ensign  J.  Cursham, 

10  be  lieui.  N 

jtmUery,    Capt.  licut.  /.  J.  Macklnto&b,  to 

be   brigade   m.^jor  oi  artilleiy.     Lieut.  F. 

Kint;,  10  be  avijutant  of  the  lit  bat.  of 
artillcr}'.     Lieutenant  G.  0*Conncli,  to  be 

adjutant  ol  the  2nd  bmalion  of  artillery. 
L:c'ju  Muiray,  to  be  quarter  m.Jstcr  of  the 

l!»t  bat.  of  ariiUcrv.      Lieut.  Htnkley,  to 

be  quarter  rraster  to  the  2iid  bat.  of  artil- 
lery. Cript.  Nixon  of  the  2od  bat.  a;:i> 
kry,  to  be  ccmimiSNary  of  stores  at  Scriri- 
gjp^tam.  Mr.  deputy  conunissary  Pcnr, 
10  be  commissary  ol  stores,   Si.  1  nomas** 

Mount. 
M  idras  European  Reg.    Ensign  J .  Cursham, 

10  be  licut. 
Lieutenant  colonels,  James  Dunn,  to5ih  rcg. 
N.  C.  Jaincs  Rowlcs,  to  4«h  regiment 
N.  C.  ).  Inncs,  to  2nd  bat-  lo.h  leg. 
N.  L  C  God t icy,  «iid  do.  and  2nd  do, 
H.  Webber,  I6t  do.  and  yih  do.  E. 
O'Reilly,  1st  do.  and  'J 2nd  do  W.  Orrok. 
Iai.  do.  and  igihVio.  Wl  M*Leod,  2nd 
^o,  and  i5ih  CO.  R.  Monro,  1st  do.  and 
13th  do.  S.  VV.  Ogg,  1st  do.  and  151b 
do.  J.  Cuppage,  1st  do.  and  5ih  do.  A. 
MCjliy,  iiiid  du.  a!)d  loth  do.  S.  King- 
ston, i.st  do.  ar*d  i8:h  do.  N.  Forbes,  ut 
•  db.  and  loih  Co.  R.  Br  ice,  a2nd  do.  and 
24ih  do.  H.  Nash,  i\t  do.  and  6ih  do. 
Robert  Barclay,  2n  1  do.  and  3rd  do.  R. 
Fletcher,  ist  do.  and  ?ist  no.  S.  Inon, 
snddo.  «nd  17^1  do.  W.H.Hewitt,  2ud 
do.  and  8.h  no.  T.  Willson,  2iid  db.  and 
5ih  do,  J.  H.  Symons,  isido.  and  ?4ih 
do.     I.  G.  Gi aham«  find  do.  and  6th  do. 


P.  H.  Vescy,  1st  do.  and  8ih  do.     G. 

Hamilton,  2nd  do.  and  23th  do.  J-  Oigh* 
ton,  2nd  do.  and  22nd  do.  G.  Minin, 
ut  do.  and  14ih  do.  aod  J.  Lcith,  1st  do. 
airid  17th  do. 

November 

Colonel    B.  Clo^e,  to  command  the  British 

forces    berving    in     the    territories    of 

their  Hghnes.ses  the  Nizam,  the  Peishwa 

and  R.'jun  uf  Beran. 

Lieutenant   Col    ConraD   to  coimnaad  the 

Hylrab.idsuhsidiiry    force. 
V\jor    general    \\  arde,   to    conunand  the 

lurces  serving  in  tiic  My»ore  division. 
itlj  N.  1  — Captain  lieut.  A.  R.  Hughes, 
to  be  captain.  Lieut cuant  Sir  M.  Bkck. 
isttine  to  be  captain  lieutenant.  Entiga  R 
l-rait,to  be  lieutenant.  Lieut.  C.  £.  Peille 
to  we  muster  master  to  the  troops  in  Berar. 
Ensigf:  C.  rrapaiid,  adjutant  of  the  corps 
of  engineers.  *Captaiu  Cairol,  as«i»tant- 
adj  luat  gcneta!,  and  capuin  Muuro, 
iissistant  quarte.  master  general  of  the 
centre  division.  Lie jt.  W  Jones,  to" be  ad- 
jutant of  the  1st  battalion,  13th  regiment. 
Lieut,  col.  Fraser,  of  his  M.ijesty's  86th 
re^^t.  to  command  a  brigade  of  infantry. 
Lieut.  Creagh,  to  be  brigade  major,  aoid 
Lieut.  Maclean,  86th  regt.  to  be  quarter 
master  of  brigade. 
Mtjor   M'Keilar,*  royal    regt.  to  command 

the  Sd  brigade  of  infantry. 
Major  M'Bean,  86th  regiment  to  oom- 
maitd  the  brigade  of  Ceylon  troops'.  Capt. 
Dodgin,  to  be  major  of  brigade,  and 
Lieut.  Jodon,  to  be  quarter  master  of 
briji^de  to  major  M'Bcan's  brigade,  Lieut 
Rotliwcl:,  to  t)e  brigade  major  to  the  2nd 
biigade  of  infantry,  with  Col.  Coman's 
to  ce. 
Cor^s  •/  Engineers, '^Csidet  T.  Davis,  to  be  en- 

sign. 
I5tij  N.  R.    Ensign  A.  M'Cormick  to  be 

X^ieuteiiant. 
lOtb  A.  ii.     Captain  J.  Hay,  to  be  major, 
Capt.  lieut.  J.  W  H.  Howell,  to  be  capt. 
Lieut   A.  Grant,  to  be  capt.  iieut.  Ensign 
A.  Wilson,  to  be  lieutenant. 
I5th  N.  R.     Capt.  lieutenant,  T.  Wren,  to 
be  captain.  Lieut.  H.  Y.  Kent,  to  be  ctpc. 
iieuicuaut.  Eusigu  S.  Yates,  to  be  Ueute- 
nam. 
2J  iV.  /?•    Ensign  J.  Dalziel,  to  be  Ueute- 
nant,  Lieut,  (j^rrard,  to  be  superintending 
engineer  at  Seringapatam.  Captain  J.  L. 
Ca  dwell,  of  the  engineers,  to  be  superin- 
tending engineer  at  the  presidency.  Capt. 
lieut    R.  Fotheringham,  of  the  engineers 
an  1  lient.  T.  Johnson,  of  the   19th  regt. 
N.  I.  to  be  superintendents  of  Tank  re- 
pairs, in  the  room  of  captain  Caldwell, 
on  i  salary  of  200  star  pagodas  each  agree- 
ably to  the  orders  of  the  honourable  the 
court  ot  directors.   Lit* ut.  Brooke,  of  the 
20ih  N.  I.  adjutant  of  the  2d  battab'on, 
Dkckmber. 
Major  George   M'Gregor,  to  be  agent  for 
public  cattle.  Cadet  of  cavalry,  W.  Boir- 
uess  to  be  cornet.  Kn&ip-n  John  Marr.  tobc 
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lieutenant.  Entign  J.  Buniside,  to  be 
lieutenant.  Captain  Heut.  E.  Conry,  to  be 
captain.  Lieutenant,  P.  Robertson,  to  be 
Captain  Heut.  Ensign  M.  Hall,  to  be  Heut. 
Messrs.  Patton  and  Bennetr,  cadets  of 
artillery,  to  be  lieutenant  fireworkers, 
18*i  Regt.  N,  I,  Captain  E.  P.  Long,  lo  be 
major.  Captain  Heut.  H.  £.  Somerville,  to 
be  captain.  Lieut.  J.  S.  Fraser,  to  be  cape. 


lieutenant.  Ensign  R.  Murcott,  to  be 
Heut.  Captain  J.  T.  Trewman,  to  com- 
mand the  company  of  gentlemen  cadets. 
Lieateuant  Z  T.  Trewman,  to  be  first 
assistant  to  the  cadet  company.  Lieut^euant 
"M.  H.  Davidson,  to  be  second  assistant  to 
the  cadet  company.  Lieutenant  S.  Irton 
Hodg  on,  ot  the  2d  N.  L  to  be  adjutant 
to  the  1st  battalion  of  that  corpt. 


BOMBAY  CIVIL  APPOINTMENTS. 


I8O9. 


G.  V.  Drury,  deputy  warehouse  keeper.  E. 
L.byd,  assistant  to  miUtary  boa.d.  S. 
Marriott,  paymaster  at  Qoa.  Lieut.  R. 
Taylor,  as&t.  envoy  to  the  court  of  Scind. 
£nsign  Pottings,  Supernumerary  envoy. 
H  W.  Diggle,  Judge  and  raaj^st^ate.  at 
Kera.  B.  Rowles,  collector  do.  Mr.  Iron- 
^tde,  register  at  do.  Mr.  Dualop,  asst.  to 


register.  E.  Nash,  Esq.  sherifiF  of  Bombay. 
J.  Ronier,  Esq.  Judge  &c  at  Broach.  Mr. 
J.  Suthe  land,  reg.  of  Adawlet  do.  S. 
Bouciiier,  Esq.  Judge,  &c.  Surat.  Mr. 
Bernard,  reg.^-do  D.  Ramsay,  Esq.  to 
be  chief  at  Surat.  H.  Agar,  Esq.  resident 
at  Victoria.  N.  Crow,  Esq.  to  be  4th. 
member  in  council* 


BOMBAY  MILITARY  APPOINTMENTS. 


1809. 


European  RegU  Ens.  I.  Brough,  to  bo  tieu- 
tenant. 

Artillery.  Lieutenant  Mc  In  tosh,  to  be  ad- 
jutant. Major  H.  S.  Osborne,  to  command 
Broach. 

Capt.  Baker,  commissary  of  receipts  and 
iasues  of  provision,  and  garrison  store- 
keeper. Lieut.  S.  Prende.gast,  H.  M.  84th 
reg.  to  be  A.  D.  C.  to  major  gen.  Jones. 
Capt.  S.  Greenwood,  to  be  paymaster  in 
Kallgoar.  Capt.  H.  Smith,  commissary  of 
bazars,  do.  Lt*  J.  Preston,  deputy.  Lieut. 
D.  A.  Willis,  9th  N.  I.  to  be  fort  adju- 
tant of  Bombay,  &c.  &c.  Capt.  J.  A. 
Kempe.  4th  N.  I.  cgmmiuary  oJf  bazar«  in 
Attadeeiy. 


European  Reg.  Capt.  lieut.  A.  Brown,  to  be 
captain.  Lt.  J.  o.  Crofts,  to  be  capt.  Heut. 
Ensign,  J.  Sheriff,  to  be  Lieut.  En»if;n  G. 
Melville,  to  be  Lieut.  Ensign  F.Steele,  to 
he  lieutenant. 

Artillery.  Lieut.  W.  H.  Sealy,  to  be  com- 
missary of  stores  to  Lt.  Col.  Smith's  de- 
tachment. 

4/i>  M  /.  Capt.  Lt.  J.  Kendersly.  to  be 
captain.  Lt.  H.  J.  Lester,  to  be  rapt, 
lieut.  Ensign  W.  E.  Hurst,  to  be  Heut. 
Capf.  Hay,  to  be  military  auditor  gene- 
ral. Lt.  Hughes,  deputy  to  do. 

Sth  N.  I.  Capt.  Lt.  J.  Sutherland,  to  be 
capt.  of  a  company.  Lt.  A.  Logie,  to  be 
capt.  lieutenant. 
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CEYLON  CIVIL  APPOINTMENTS. 


I8O9. 


ML  Pluket,  tUq.  to  b€  civil  auditor.  T. 
Eden,  £sq.  dep.  sec.  to  goyt.  A.  Beato- 
lacci,  Esq.  compt.  general  of  customs.  H. 
Layaid,  Esq.  collect,  of  Matura.  W.  H. 
Kerr,  Esq  collect,  of  Galle.  J.  Sadger, 
Esq.  do  of  Chi!aw.  S.  Sawyers,  Esq. 
do.  of  Batttcaloa.  W.  Orr,  Esq.  as- 
sistant collector  of  Columbo.  J.  Gray, 
Esq.  asst.  in  the  paymaster  generals  office. 


C.  Scott,  Esq,  3d  assistant  i«  the  dffice  s| 
commissioner  of  rerenne.  J.  Doindii{| 
Esq.  assistant  to  the  treasurer.  W.  Grecni- 
dale,  and  R.  Soeyd,  Esqrs.  aisiftitts  it 
the  chief  secreury's  o6ke.  R.  Bovd,  Esq. 
member  of  council.  A.  CadeU,  Esq. 
comptroller  of  customs.  J.  Nares,  iittb| 
magisirate,  Columbo. 


CEYLON  MILITARY  APPOINTMENTS. 


I8O9.  ♦ 

Major  Edwards,  H.  ^,  fd  Ceylon  regt.  to  Hankey,  from  the  19th  regiment,  to  be 

be  A  D  C  to  the  govr.  major,  vice  Chaplain,  removed  90th  April, 

I9(b  Regiment.  Major   Chaplain    from  the  1809 

2nl  Ceylon  resnment,  to  be  major,  vice  3i/ Ctylw  regiments  2d  Lieutenant  Bell,  ts 

Beaver    20t    April,  1809  be  Ist  lieutenant,  vice  Clifibrd,  removtrf 

%ui  Ceylon  Regimenh     Captain  Frederick  to  96th  regiment: 


NAVAL  PROMOTIONS, 

'By  hit  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  ■ 
1809- 


Lieut.  William  Hext,  of  the  Culloden,  to  bo 
commander  of  the  Wilhelmina,  vice  capt. 
F^int,  removed  to  the  Arrogant.  The 
Jena  corvette,  captured  by  H.  M:  ship 
Modest e.  pur  based  into  tlie  Navy,  as  a 
sloop  of  war :  and  lieut.  Edward  Stopford 
of  the  Modest e,  appointed  commander. 
Mr.  GeoTf  e  Craisperi  to  be  lieutenant 


of  H.  M.  ship  Victory^  Mr:  Charks 
Robinson,  master's  mate  of  his  H.  M. 
ship,  Doris,  to  be  lieutenant  of  the  Victor, 
Mr,  Beckett,,  midshipman  of  the  Phaton, 
to  be  lieutenant  of  the  Blanche,  Mr. 
Charles  JefFeries,  midshipman  of  the  Cel- 
loden,  to  be  lieutenant  of  the  Ratiksoake* 
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CALCUTTA  MARINE  APPOINTMENTS. 


1809. 


Thornhill,    cm.  Member  of    Marine    .   and  menber  of  do.  U.  R.  Scott,  Deputy 
oud.  Capt.  J.  nMfts,  Matter  attendant,        master  attendant,  and  Scc<  to  M.  B. 


BOMBAY  MARINE. 


1809. 


«d  Lt.  W.  Maxfield,  tobe  istLt.  Jun.  Capt. 
L.  Phillip!  to  be  Sen.  Captain,  ist.  Lc.  J. 
Meckie,  to  be  jun.  captain,  ad  Lieut.  T. 
D,  BalUntioey  to  be  itt  JLieut.  First  Lieu- 


tenant!, G.  Barnes,  C.  Court,  W.  J.  Ha 
milton,    R.  Scott,    W.    Hewitson,    T. 
Smcc,  D.  D.  Cooyeri,  R.  Deane»  to  be 
Commanders. 


BENGAL  MARRIAGES. 


1809 


January. 

Mr.  J.  Whitear,  to  Miss  L.  Drummond— 

J.  Sago  Esq.  to  Miss  £.  Robinett.  Colonel 
Wbod,  H.  M.  8ih  L.  D.,  to  Miss  S.  St. 
Leger,  4th  daughter  of  M^or  General  St. 
Leger.  C.  W.  Price,  Esq,  to  Miss  M. 
Daveron.  J.  C.  G,  Blagrove,  Esq.  to 
Mia  J.  Bolvm.  T.  C.  Tucker,  Esq.  to 
Miss  Middleton.  Captain  G.  R.  Mockler, 
Tjh  Reg.  Cav.  to  Miss  F.  C.  Smith.  Mr. 
£.  Johmpn,  to  Miss  B.  Wallenton.  P. 
Cochrane^  Esq.  to  Miss  M.  D.  Fearon. 
Mr.  N.  Rairy,  to  Miss  S.  Macdonald. 

Fe  B  R  V A  R  Y  .—J.  Du  Pre,  Alexander,  Esq. 
Madras  civil  service,  to  Mi&s  M.  Bracken. 
Mr.  P.  Rodrioues,  to  Miss  S.  Vanas. 

At  Patna,  N.  M*Leod,Esq.  to  Miss  £.  Dennis. 
Francis  Law,  Esq.  to  Miss  Jeffreys.  Mr. 
F.  L.  Barber,  to  Miss  M.  Hare.  Mr.  T. 
Clarke,  to  iss  E.  Wil$©n.  Mr.  R.  Dow- 
cctt,  to  Miss  A.  M.  Wesp.  Mr.  I.  Mor- 
nn,  to  Miss  O.  Dubordieux.  Mr.  J. 
Rondo,  to  Miss  B.  Augier.  E.  Brown, 
Esq.  to  Miss  I.  M.  Scbom.  Mr.  P.  G. 
Sinclair,  10  Miss  E.  Haddcrly.  Mr.  H.  D' 
Souza,  to  Min  E.  Aodrrsoo.  M.  T.  As- 
tep.  Miss  C.  Drew.  Capt.  Cumberlcge, 
major  of  brigade,  to  Miss  Friend- 

March— W  B.  Bayley,  Esq.  to  Miss  A. 
Jackson.  Mr.   M.  Youngs,     to    Miss  E. 
Andrews.  Mr.  W.  Brtttow,  to  Miss  Sarah 


Hfggins.  Mr.  J.  Owen,  to  Mrs.  M.  Smith. 
Mr.  M.  P.  Dessa,  to  Miss  Maria  D'Cr^ze. 
E.  Brightman,  esq.  to  Miss  M.  Holland. 
J.  F.  Pluskcr,  esq.  to  Miss  E.  Andrewt. 
Mr.  J.  Mc  Caura,  to  Miss  M.  Tonnochy. 
Mr.  T.  Gardiner  to  Miss  M.  Mc  Clare^ 
Mr.  J.  Osborne,  to  Mist  S.  Obrien. 

A  p  R I L.  R.  Ingles, esq.  to  Mrs.  Mailliardet,  T. 
Fombelle,esq.  to  Miss  Crisp.  Mr.  JohnMc 
Leod,  to  Frances,  daughter  of  J.  Elliot,  es^ 
Ensign  D.  Maison,  fi5(n  rrgt.  N. 
L  to  Miss  J.  Forster.  Captain  Hans  Car 
Brokager,  to  Miss  S.  A.  L.  de  Breita.  Mr. 
S.  Birch,  to  Miss  E.  Blake.  Mr.  R:  Pao- 
ling,  fo  Miss  A.  Lennox.  Ensign  D*  Ma* 
son,  csih  N.  I,  to  MiM  J.  Forster. 

May— R.  Jcnkinson,  esq,  to  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Dawes.  Cfapr.  H.  Howorth,  6:h  N.  C.  to 
Miss  C  Ridfr,  £n>ien  R.  Roche,  25th 
N.  I.  to  Miss  M.  L.  Plusker. 

June . — Mr.  J  Spencer,  marine,  to  Mits  C 
Mc  Cauly.  Mr.  F.  Ward,  10  Miss  C. 
(^reck.  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  to  Mi^^s  A.  Blin.  S. 
Bird,  esq.  10  Miss  L.  C.  Blenkinsop.  Mr. 
W.  Davis,  Hon.  Com.  ship  A^ia,  10  Mist 
H.  Shepherd.  Mr.  E  Noskv,  to  Miss  T- 
Martin.  Mr.  O.  Williams  to  Miss  A* 
Pa!»ker, 

JtJ  LY.— Mr  J.  W.  Panel,  to  Miss  A.  L. 
Lanktfct  Mr.  W.  Hudson,  lo  MiM  E. 
Philbrow.  Mr.  P.  Rcymour,  to  Mrs.  D. 
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O'Connor.  Captain  G.  W.  Wdlkrr,  H. 
M.8ih  Ligh^  Dra>.ootis,  'o  Miw  M.  M. 
Puton.  *  E.  R.  Barwcll,  £  q,  10  MissS. 
Elliot. 

A  V  GUST. — Ensign  G.  Sunbolf,of  his  majes- 
€v*s  56ch  rtgimcni,  to  Mis*  B.  R.  Pott. 
Captain  C.  Fagiin,  i8ih  Native  infantiy,  to 
Miss  A.  B<»ldock.  D.  E.  K.  Gilchrist, 
Esq.  to  lAiss  Elliot.  Mr.  T.  C.  Dclany, 
to  Mrs*  Dtnnis. 

September.— Mr.  J.  A.  Nash,  to  Miss 
S.  Fraicr.  Mr.  G.  H.  Hardy,  to  Miss  C. 
Hall.  Mr.  G.  Brown,  to  Miss  A.  Da- 
vis. J.  Crawford,  Esq.  »o  Mis>  C.  Ni- 
cholson.   Mr.    J.  G.   Bennett,    to  Mist 


M.  Mc  Waine.  '  Mr.  I.    Fen  wick,   to 

'  Miss  P.  Ma^cr.     Mr.  T.  Ocpp,  to  Mn. 

*     Cover.     Licutenani  R.    RiCh,  3rd  Kaiivc 

infantry,  to  Miss  TrftK:h. 
October— Mr.  W.  W^illacc,  to  Mn.  M. 

Wickcns.     Mr.  J.   Harwocd,  to   Miss  E. 

Lennox.    C  Hunter,    Esq.   Sureeon,  10 

Miss  A.  Light.     Captain  I.  R.    Puiky,  to 

Miss  C.  Wilkiftson.    Mr.   W.  Black,  to 

Miss  A.  Diniel. 
November. — Comet  G.  HiUiard,  to  Miss 

L.  A.Anstruthor.    Captain  £.  Bunker,  to 

Mrs.  M.  Mc  Farlane. 
D E  c  E M  B  B  R*-*-J •  Dunninghain,  to  Miu  L. 

Reeves. 


BENGAL  BIRTHS. 


I8O9. 


January— Lady  of  Hector  Cockranc,  Esq. 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  captain  BcnjaHcld, 
of  his  majesty's  67th  Teg'mMii,  of  a  daugh- 
ter. Lady  of  Charles  Bechcr,  Esq.  (J  a 
daughter.  Mis.  DowntUy,  of  a  daughter. 
Mrs.  Smillie,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  Andrews, 
of  a  son.  The  lady  of  I.  Orr,  Emj.  of  a 
daughter;  The  lady  of  S.  Ewart,  Esq.  of 
ason.  The  lady  of  J.  B  Birch,  Esq  of 
a  daughter.  The  lady  of  brigade  major 
Brisiow,  of  a  son..  Mrs.  J.  Smipsou,  of  a 
daughter.  The  lady  of  P.J.  Lund,  Esq. 
of  a  daughter.  The  lady  of  lieutenant 
Kennedy,  of  the  Mh  rrjiiment  cavalry,  of 
a  daughter.  Mrs.  R.  B.  Lloyd, of  a  daugh- 
ter. The  lady  of  C3^»t.iih  ^l.  W.  Browne, 
of  the  artillery,  of  a  daughter.  The  bdy 
of  ipnjor  D.  Sloanr,  ol  a  son.  Mrs.  A. 
Francis,  of  a  daughtir.  The  lady  of 
captain  B.  Ferguson,  of  «  diughter.  Mrs. 
G.  Driver,  of  a  son.  The  lady  of  Carra- 
pit  Sarkies,  Esq.  of  a  son. 

Fe  E  R  u  A  R  Y-  Mrs.  S.  Grccnway,  of  a  daugh- 
ter. M«s.  Oibornc  of  a  son.  Ladv  of 
captain  Yates,  of  a  daughter.  The  lacy  of 
William  Tiower,  E.^c].  of  a  daughter. 
The  lady  of  Charles  Corfield,  Esq.  of  his 
maje>ty%  17ih  regiment,  of  a  daughter. 

March. — The  Wy  of  J.Harvey,  Esq  ofa 
son.  The  lady  of  captain  Young,  of  the 
artillery,  of  a  son.  The  lady  of  capiain 
Ross,  of  a  flauj;hter.  Mrs.  Hughes,  ofa 
lor.  MfN.  C'Uaicr,  junior,  of  a  daughier. 
The  lady  of  colonel  Wade,  of  his  rn.ijcny*s 
8,51  h  fiinwoons,  of  a  daughter.  The  hdy 
oi  John  Coisar,  Esq.  of  a  son.  Mrs. 
Gcor^ic  Di'coita,  ot  a  son.  The  lady  of 
captain  Milinp,  of  art)n.  The  lady  of  J. 
Sbakcspc^r,  Esq.  of  a  daughter.    The  lady 


of  lieutenant  George  Moore,  second  batta- 
lion, Native  ii>fantry,  of  a  son.  The  lady 
of  lieutenant  E.  Gwatkin,  of  ihefirstbai- 
^lion,  7th  Native  infantry,  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  captain  W.  Shaw,  of  his  tnaiesiy's  «m 
regiment,  of  a  son-'  Mrs.  E.  Haiti,  ofa 
son.  Mrs  Latrop,  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  A. 
Kcymer,  of  a  son  .The  lady  of  captain 
Gibb%  of  a  daughter. 

April.— Lady  of  E.  Stretilc,  Esa.  0(1 
son.  Ladyof  capuin  R.  Campbell,  ofa 
daughter.  Lady  of  the  Rev.  ^W.  Robin- 
sou,  of  a  sou.  Lady  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Mar&ham,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  J.  H. 
Harrington,  Eiq.  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of 
Thomas  Plowdcn,  F^«q.  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  the  honourable  C.  A.  Bruce,  of  a 
daughter.  Lady  of  M.  Law,  Esq.  ofa 
daughter.  L-dy  of  G.  Tyler,  Esq.  of  a 
daugh  tc  r.  Lady  of  J.  A .  Dc vercl,  Esq. 
of  a  son.  Lac'y  of  G.  Baring,  Esq.  ofa 
daughter.  Mrs.  M.  Lakcrstcen,  ofa  son. 
Lady  of  captain  J.  Cari^e,  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  captain  Browne,  ot  his  majesty's  8dj 
Light  Dragoons,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of 
captain  Swinion,  ofa  son.  Ladyof  cap- 
tain J.  Scott,  of  a  daughter. 

May— Lady  of  Dr.  Hare,  of  a  «». 
Lady  of  captain  M.  Smith,  ofa  son.  Mn. 
G.  W.  Ctiisbolm,  of  a  dau-htcr.  Lady 
of  captain  C.  R.  Forest,  of  a  son,  Lat^ot 
colonel  John,  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  N. 
Baldwin,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  W. 
Hobbings,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  Ueite- 
nant  W;  Hare,  6qin  regiment,  twins. 
Ladyof  Captain  Johnston, 2d  H.  C.  ofa 
son. 

June  . — Lady  of  Liciuenant-Colonel  M*  Grc- 
gor,  liih.N.  C.  ofa  son.  Lady  of  Lieu- 
tenant Burrows,  8ih  L.  D.  of  a  too.    Lady 
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of  T.  Baretto,  Junior,  of  a  daughter.  Mrs. 
P.  Read  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  J  Main- 
-waringi  E<q.  of  a  son.  Ltdy  of  D.  Bag- 
Icy,  Esq.  of  a  dauphicr.  Mr*^.  Porter  of  a 
son.  L;^dy  of  M.  R  Edu.onstonc,  Esq.  of 
a  son.  Mrs.  B..Rodrigucs,  of  a  d.i»jj;hter. 
Mrs.  M.  Gomes,  of  a  dau^hur.     Lidy  of 

A.  Kelso,  Eiq .  of  a  son.  Mr^.  Mnsiers  of  a 
son.  Mrs,  S.  Jones,  of  a  son  Mrs.  A.  Lo- 
rimcr,  of  a  son.  Lady  of  Lt.  Anderson, 
I7ih  N.  L  of  a  daugntcr.  Lady  of  J. 
Sarkis,  Esq.  of  a  son. 

Ju  LY. — Lady  of  G.  A.  Simpson,  E'.q.  of  a 
son.     Mrs.  L  Cripps,  of  a  son.     M-s.  H. 

B.  Chardon  of  a  son.  Lidy  of  L  Bunce, 
£sq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  A  t.  Colvin,  Esq. 
of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  C.  Christian,  of  a 
daughter.  Lady  of  D.  Smith,  Esq.  of  a 
daughter.  Mis.  Priicheir,  of  ason.  Mrs. 
Stoncbury,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  D.  Moon,  of 
a  son. 

August. — Mrs.  R.  Howard,  of  a  daugh- 
ter. Ladv  of  R.  R.  Stubbs,  Esq.  (S  a 
son.  Lady  of  A.  Cnuhick,  Esq.  ot  twins, 
(boys.)  Mrs.  Woi:d«ton,  of  a  daughter. 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Pcreira,  of  adaugh'er.  Lady 
of  E  Stracbey,  Esq.  of  a  daughter.  Lady 
of  Capuin  Sherwood,  H.  M.  58ih  rec. 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  Major  P.  Brad- 
shaw,  of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  S.  E.  Pitt- 
man,  of  a  daughter*  Lady  of  B.  Major 
Broadbcnt  of  a  son.  Lady  of  Captain 
Logie,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  Lieute- 
nant W.  Dickson,  of  a  daughter.  Lady 
of  L  Colvin,  Esq.  of  a  son.  Lady  of 
L.  ieutenant  H.  W.  Wilkinson,  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Carcy^  of  a 
daughter.  Lady  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
W*.  Brooke,  of  a  son.  Lady  of  C. 
M*  Kenzie,  Esq.  of  a  dauehtcr.  Mrs.  Col- 
lins, of  a  daughter.  Mrs.  Chopin,  of 
a  daughter.    Lady  of  J.  W.  Fulton,  Esq. 


of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  Lieutenant  7. 
Arrow,  of  a  daughter.  Mrs  J.  Tulloch, 
of  a  son.  Lady  of  Cipiain  Cordon,  of  a 
son.  Lady  of  W.  I  nee,  Esq-  of  a  son. 
Lndy  of  Dr.  O.  Hunter,  of  a  son.  Mis. 
J.  Dcnty,  of  a  dauj^hitr.  Lady  W.  R, 
6.  Bennett,  Esq.  of  a  ion.  Lady  of  Lt. 
G.  Nugent,  of  a  son. 

September.  — Mrs.  J.  Mills,  of  a  son- 
Lady  of  the  Rcvd.  W.  Eales,  of  a  daugh- 
ter. Lady  of  N-  S  uart,  Esq.  of  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  W.  M.  /Poole,  of  a 
son.  Mndame  Christian,  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  Captain  C.  Fagan*  of  a  daughter. 
Mrs.  J.  Smith,  of  a  son,  Lad^  of  T 
Shutter,  E'-q.  of  a  son.  Lady  of  the 
Revd.  Mr.  Rowc,  of  a  son.  Mrs.  A. 
Kent,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  Captain 
G.  Bvchcr,  of  a  sod. 

O  c  T  o  n  K  R . — Lady  of  W.  Fairlic,  Esq. 
of  a  son.  Mrs.  A.  Fleming,  of  a  son. 
Mrs.  P.  G.  Sinclair,  of  a  son.  Lady  of 
C;i plain  W.  Innes,  of  a  daughter.  Lady 
of  G.  Ravcnscroft,  E<;q.  of  a  son.  Mrs. 
J.  Hodges,  of  a  daughter.  Ladv  of  G. 
Udney,  £^4.  of  a  son.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Price, 
of  a  daui^Ktcr.  Mrs.  W.  llollingbcrry,  of 
a  son.  Lady  of  Captain  Wi^^-gens,  of  a 
son.  Lady  of  Captain  W.  Baker,  2tst 
N.  L  of  a  dau;;hier. 

November. — Kfrs.  J.  Watts,  of  a  ion. 
Lady  of  C.  Davidson,  EUq.  of  a  son. 
Mrs.  Chalkc,  of  a  son.  Lady  of  W.  J. 
Sands.  Esq.  of  a  son.  L^^dy  of  A.  Haig, 
Esq.  of  a  djughtcr.  L?dy  of  Lieutenant 
G.  Hurtei,  jst  N,  L  ot  a  daughter. 
La^y  of  Lieutenant  ,W.  C.  Faithful,  of 
a  daughter. 

December.— Lady  of  the  Revd.  W  A. 
Kceting,  of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  Major 
J.  Ainsley,   of  a  son* 
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January.— The  infent  daughter  of  Mr. 
M*Artbur.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hammond. 
The  infant  son  ^f  Mr.  Smillie.  The  in- 
fant son  of  Mr.  T.  Andrews.  J.  Forbes, 
esq.  one  of  the  attoruies  of  the  supreme 
court.  H.  Chatfield,  esq.  one  o(  the  at- 
tomies  of  the  supreme  coun. 

Fbbruary .—Ann,  the  infant  daughter  of 
J.  W.  Fulton,  esq.  The  infant  £ughter 
of  Mr.  J.  Wood.  Mr.  H.  Rod,  on  the 
invalid  pension  litfV  Adam  Mitchell,  esq. 
surgeon,  tf6th  regiment.  Native  infantry. 
The  lady  of  the  late  lieuccnaDt  Phillips* 


Mrs.  Catharine  Gomez.  Lieutenant 
Jamieson,  1st  battalioM  19th  regiment  Na- 
tive infantry. 

March. — Mr.  L.  Sloman,  dentist.  Mr. 
T.  Sammcs.  Captain  A.  S'rone,  of  the 
country  service.  Captain  S.  C.  Jones,  of 
the  fi3d  Native  regiment.  C.  Hamilton^ 
infant  son  of  lieutenant  C.  W.  Hamilton. 
Mr.  J.  Festenbv.  Mr.  L.  Clisson.  Mrs. 
M.  Prescoti.    Dr.  Hync. 

April. — Miss  M.  M^ithreus.  Mrs.  S. 
Smith.  Mr.  W.  Giifhihs.  Capuin  J 
Angui.    Capcaia  W.  Adams.    Cap:ainJ 
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Bond.  Mn.  P.  UocVt.  Mrs.  M.  Lc 
Gordc.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Friend.  Lady  of 
the  late  Mr.  R.  Duncan.  Lieutenant  D. 
Sharp,  l^ih  rrg.mcnt  Native  inf^intry, 
Lieutrnaiir  W.  jolly,  inb  Native  infantry. 

.    Vapi.W.  E    Lcadbeatcr.     Mr.  J.  Lf. rev- 

May. —  N.  Arraiooh,  aged  76  Mr.  J. 
Liary.  Mr.  J.  Reeves,  J.  D.  Patterson, 
e&<j.  at  D.icca. 

JuNE.--Mrs.  A  M.  ^bertson.  Captain 
Meyer.  Lieutenaui  T.  B.  M^can,  8»h 
Natite  iufantry.  M..  G  Pctruse.  Mim 
L.  L.  Cane.     Mi.  G.  Fley. 

July.— L.idv  of  the  Reverend  R.  J  ffcrys. 
Lady  of  Major  W.  Barton.  Mr.  J.  Mac- 
pherson.  Mr  A.  Sairs.  R.  H.  Morris, 
esq.  Lady  of  H.  fl.  Rawlins.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Hickcy.  '  Mr.  J   Andrews. 

August.— J.  K«»ardon,  assistani-^urgron, 
i8tb  Native  infantry.  Mrs.  H.  Hackett. 
Ensign  A.  Moore,  17'h  Native  in- 
fantry. Lady  of  J.  Tav lor,  esq.  Mrs. 
S.  Leonard.  Ensign  J.  Emin,  aged  83. 
Mrs.  C.  Kcnded.     Mr.  L.  Jubn^oa,  ma- 


Mrs.  A.  O^Brico. 
Mr.  M.  FcatLerttoD.  Mi&s  E.C.  Forster. 
C    Trcwrr,  esq.       Mr.    A.   Thomson. 


riner»  ship,  Jenny, 
rcainc 


Mrs.    T.   Elliott.       Ensign   J.    Baieman. 

Mr>.  /  C.  Addms.      Mr.  H    Amor*.    J. 

R\  drr,  esq.  civil  service.    Mr.  fi.  Martin, 

H.  C.  ship,  Dcvaynes. 
September. —  Mr.  W.  Scott.      Capcdo 
.    C.  Eggleston.     J.  Hoist,  esq.     E.  Parker, 

esq    civil  service.      Mr.  R.  A-  Balmano. 

Mrs.  J    Gascoyne.      Mrs.    A.   Mallins- 

C  Tbornhill.  <sq. 
October.— Mi\s  H.  M.  Artjold.     C?p- 

tain  J.  Taylor,  71b  Native  infantry.     Mr, 

W.  *HoUingl'crry.      Miss   M.  Hemming. 

Mrs.  M.  Denty.     Miss  M.  Ledlic      Mr. 

J.  W.  Anderson.    Mr.  G.  Bruce*    Mre. 

T.  Bdtts. 
November. — Lady  of  lieuicntnt-colonel 

Flumer,  fid   Native  infantry.     R.  Lcdlie, 

es4|.  master  in  equity.     Mrs.  M.  £.  Ack 

son      Mr.  J.  SaiupsQO.    Mr.  H.  O'Ned. 

Miss  M.  Fletcher. 
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Jahvart. — Lieutenant  R .  Jones  to  Miss  M. 
A.  Freshbicr.  J.  Irwing,  esq  to  Miss  C. 
Stoiy.  Captain  N  AUen,  of  the  country 
•ervicc,  to  Miss  J.  Lanoy. 

February.— J.  Ooldie,  esq.  to  Miss  Lat- 
ter. 

March. — Captain  J.Warren,  of  his  ma- 
jesty*s  SSd  regiment,  to  Miss  A.  L.  Mar- 
ctlly.  Lieutenant  R.  A.  Willis,  2d  bat- 
talion, 9th  regiment  of  foot,  B.  N  I.  to 
Misi  A.  Brown.  J.  Annesly,  esq.  sur- 
geon, to  Miss  C  Oliver.  Lieutenant  J. 
Power,  2d  battalion,  20th  regiment,  to 
Miss  Power.  Captain  J.  Carter,  his 
majesly^s  84th  regiment  of  foot,  to  Miss 
C.  A.  R.  Von  Albcdyh.  Mr.  G.  Miles  to 
Mrs.  D  Johnson. 

A^  R 1 1  .—A.  H.  Kelso,  esq.  to  Miss  M.  R. 
Colbeornsen. 

May.  — R  Alexander,  esq.  2d  member  of 
the  board  of  revenue  to  Miss  G  Blacker. 
Captain  Kelly,  2d  sediment,  native  infan- 
try, to  Miss  M'Dowall.  Lieutenant  W. 
B  Spry,  of  the  honourable  company's 
service,  to  Miss  VI.  Carey  R.  H.  Young, 
esq.  to  Miss  £.  Wetherell.  Lieutenant 
J  Mathews,  2H  battalion  19th  re;£iment. 
Native  infantry,  to  Miss  A.  V.  Adam, 
I^ieutenant  J.  H.  Frith,  Sd  bat  aiion. 
artillery,  to  Miss  S.  Notley.  Captain  R, 
8a1e.  of  his  majesty's  12th  itgiment  of  foot, 
t^MitsF.WyBch. 


Ju  NF. -^Lieutenant CRundall,  head  assis- 
tant in  the  department  of  mtlitanr  audi- 
tor-general, to  Miss  H.  Bell.  W  Peyton, 
esq.  surgeon,  to  Eliza,  youngest  daughter 
of  the  Ute  J.  Robertson  Captain  Groobe, 
royal  navy,  to  Mrs  Watson,  daughter  of 
the  late  J   Dodson.esq. 

JuiY — W.  Cook,  esq.  of  the  honourable 
company*8  service,  to  Miss  Scouler. 
Lieut,  and  adjutant  Ewing,  2d  battalion, 
24th  regiment,  native  infantry  to  Mus 
J.  E.  John.  Quarter  master  T.  Hub- 
b&rt,  of  his  majesty's  22d  Ifght  dragoons, 
to  Mrs.  Gunninfj.  Lieutenant  W.  L. 
Cane,  his  majesty's  30th  regiment,  to 
Harriet   fifth  daughter  of  E.  Lucas,  c«|. 

August. —Mr.  S  CD  Silvj  to  Miss  J.Hes- 
sens.  Mr.  quarter-master  and  adjutant 
Muntfurd,  h  14 majesty's  22  light  dragoons, 
to  Vm.  King,  widow  of  the  late  adju- 
tant Kijig,  cavalry  depot. 

S 1.  P  I  E  M  n  K  R .—  Mr.E.  Price  to  Miss  H.  Te. 
masficld.  C  H.  El'iott,  esq  an  officer  oosi- 
manding  a  brigade  of  infantry,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  highucM  the  nizam»  to  Miss  T. 
Sauvagete.  M  r.  R.  Corner  to  Miss  A.  J>. 
i>itva.  J.Murray,  esq  commander  of  the 
honourable  company's  ship,  Devootiure, 
to  MisR  M.D.  Hughes.  W.  Erkkine.esq. 
to  A:iss  M.  Mackintosh,  daughter  of  the 
hoa.  Sir.  J.  Mackintosh,  recorder  of  Boa- 
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l>*y.    By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vaughan,  Mr. 

R.  Scott,pu;8cr  of  his  majesty's  8hip,Com. 

waHin.  to  Miss  A.  M.  Branson. 
OcTOflKM. — Lieuieaant  C.  O.  Fothergill,  of 

the  2d  battalion.  20th  regiment,  Native 

infantry,  to  Ma'amselie    N.   M.  Mone- 

rait 
JNovRMBER— Lieutenant  T.Sampson,  his 

majesty's  59th  ret^imeot,  to  Miss  M.  Da!-, 

symplc.    Lieutenant  Tucker,  of  the  SOttv 


regiment.  Native  infantry,  to  Miss  $. 
Boardman  By  the  Rev  Doctor  Bai  ,  cap- 
tain Smith.  I  St  battdt.ion  9th  regiment^ 
Native  mlantry,  to  Miss  Aylmer.  D. 
Cockburn»  esq.  of  the  hoaourable.com- 
pany's  civil  service,  ^q  Miss  Keer  Mr. 
E,  F.  W.Van  Hoaften  to  Miss  C  Pit  hois. 
Deck  m  <•.  e  r  .—  Bj^  the  Rev.  Doctor  Rott- 
ler,  Mr.  C  Martin  to  Miss  H.  C.  Fitzjean, 
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January, — ^Theladyof  nfiajor  S.  Dalrymple, 
of  the  Madra«i  artillery,  of  a  son.  'I'he 
lady  of  J  J.  OReiiiy.  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  of  a  daughter 

FftBRUART. — ^The  lii  'y  of  G.  Garrow,  esq. 
of  a  soft  The  lady  of  major  Nuthall,  of 
the  cavalry,  of  a  daughter.  The  lady  of 
captain  H.  Brome,  ot  nis  majesty's  22d 
light  dragoons  of  a  daughter.  The  lady 
of  the  hon.  Sir  T.  A  Strange,  Knt  of  a  ' 
ton.  The  lady  of  captain  R,  H.  Fother- 
ingham  of  engineers,  of  a  daughter. 
The  ladv  of  lieutenant  Michael  Smith, 
of  the  Sd  regiment,  Native  infantry,  of  a 
son.  The  lady  of  captain  C.  H.  Powell, 
of  the  2l8t regiment^  Native  infantry,  of  a 
daughter.  The  lady  of  lieutenant  Gwatkin, 
7th  vegiment  Bengal  Native  infantry, 
of  a  son  The  lady  of  captain  Moles- 
worth,  ^th  regiment.  Native  infantry,  of 
a  daughter 

March. — I'he  lady  pf  H.  Spottiswood,  esq, 
of  the  civil  service,  of  a  son.  The  lady 
of  captain  Pr^ndergast,  of  a  son.  The 
lady  of  G.  Moore,  esq.  of  the  civil  ser- 
vice, of  a.  daughter.  The  lady  of  H. 
Taylor,  WQ  of  the  civil  service,  of  a 
daughter.  The  lady  of  A.  Falconer,  esq. 
ofason.  A\  Cochni.iho  Lady  of  Li ?u te- 
nant James  Browtic,  2a  bat,  13th  Rcgt. 
of  a  daughter.  Ai  P«)n(iIchcTrv,  the  Lady 
of  Lwuu  nant-coloncl  H.  Half,  of  a  still- 
born child.  Ai  Tfanqucbar,  ihc  Ladv  of 
Capt.  Mareir,  24th  Rej^t.   N.  L  of  a  son. 

April. — At  Srrlngapatam,  ihr  Lady  of  T. 
Middlcxon,  E>q.  Quaitcr-masterof  H.  M. 
8oih  regiment,  of  a  son.  At  Vizii^apJiam, 
the  lady  of  S.  Skinnci,  E<q.  3rd  judtre  of 
the  circuit  court,  ai  Chuioor,  of  a  son.  At 
Pondjcherry,  the  L^dv  of  Major  "V/clch, 
of  adaugbtcp  At  Trichinopolv,  the  Lady 
of  Capt.  Robbins,  of  H.  M.  6oih  rc^imcut, 
of  a  daughter.'  At  Ma&uupatan),  the 
Lady  of  explain  H  Yardc,  of  a  daui;hter. 
At  Ganjam ,  the  L»dy  of  M^ot  G.  A. 
^I\ji9t,  r>t  a  son* 
Vni    vr 


May  —The  laHy  of  Captain  J.  Sadler,  of  the 
h.  C.  24rh,  K.  I.  oi  a  son.  The  Lady 
of  H.  H.  Hirrin^ton,  of  a  dau^hicr.  At 
Tiichinopolv,  th<  Lady  of  Lieutenant  H. 
Dumas.  JuBat.  3id  regiment,  N.  I.  of  a  > 
son.  1  he  Lady  of*  A.  F.owcr,  Esq.  of -a 
son.  At  Onorc,  the  Lady  of  A.  WiUon, 
Esq  ot  a  son.  The  LaJy  of  Captain  Ga- 
briel, l2Jh  N.L  of  a  daughter.  At  the 
Presidency,  I  he  Lidy  of  Major  Whitney 
M*.  Cdliy  «if  the  2oih  rejiimenr,  Nauve  in- 
fantry, of  a  5.on.  At  Bangalore,  the  lady 
of  captain  Scih,  of  his  majesty's  5Qth  regi- 
ment, of  a  daughter.  At  Quibn,  lh« 
lady  of  colonel  Chalmers,  of  a  ion. 

Jl  Nh.-*-Thclady  of  Mr.  E.  Marthei»  of  a 
son.  At  Cannonore,  the  lady  of  lieutc* 
nam  and  fort-adjutant,  Thomas  Hodgson, 
of  a  son.  At  Bangalore,  the  lady  of  S.  M. 
Mullen,  Esq.  sui>,con  of  his  Majesty's 
59'h  rtgirticni,  of  a  daughtcf.  The  laidy 
licu'cnant-colonel  Durai.d,  of  a  daugh* 
The  lady  oF  R.  Or  me,  Esq.  of  a 
daughter.  At  Masulipaiam.  ihe  iady  of 
lieuti'nani  H.  Dixcn,  is(  battalion,  19th 
regiment,^  of  a  daughter.  At  Chmorc, 
the  Ldy  of  Charlrs  Hanis,  E-q.  1st  judge 
of  the  provincial  court,  of  a  son  Th* 
lady  of  the  huuourahlc  L.  G.  K.  Murray, 
of  a  dsughrcr.  At  Bellary,  Mrs.  Duncan, 
of  a  son.  At  Bangalore,  the  lady  ol  cap- 
tain Wood  house,  yth  regiment  of  Native 
cavalv,  of  a  cir.ughicr.  At  Negajwt^m, 
Mrj?.  M.  Obdam,  ofason.  At  Bellary,  the 
lady  of  majoi  Kcasberiy,  of  a  son.  At 
Oaore,  the  lady  of  J.  A.  Anderson, Esq, 
surgeon  to  thar  Zilbh,  of  a  daughter. 
Tlieladyof  J.H.  D.  Olgilvie,  Esq.  of  a 
daughter.  At  Ellore,  the  lady  of  major 
Haslcwood,  of  the  24th  regiment,  Native 
infantry,  ot  a  daughter. 

July. — The  lady  ot  L.  Dc  Fries,  Esq. of  a 
son.  At  Bangalore,  the  lady  of  Lieute- 
nant E.  Oldnatl,  of  a  daughter.  At  Tri« 
chino^oly»  the  Jag(||^^  (^^^^  f  ni^, 
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of  the  i3tli  regHkienH  Native  infaotryi  of  a 
son. 

August.— At  the  Mount,  the  lady  of  cap- 
uin  Taynton,  of  the  artillervi  of  a  son. 
At  Columbo,  the  ladf  of  R.  Wheeler, 
fsd.  of  a  son.  At  Nasore,  lady  £.  Rich- 
ardion,  of  a  daughter*  At  the  Piesidencv* 
the  iady  of  T.  Goad,  esq.  of  a  son.  At 
the  Presidency,  the  lady  of  A.  Kennedy, 
esq.  of  a  son.  At  Arcot,  the  lady  of 
cornet  Ellis,  hit  majest/s  22d  light  dra- 
goons, of  a  son. 

Sbptembir.— At  Hydrahad,  the  lady  of 
captain  Orrbk,  his  majesty's  33d  legiment* 
of  a  son.  At  Cuddalore,  the  lady  of  J. 
G.  Rareoshaw,  esq.  of  a  son.  At  Gooty, 
the  lady  of  lieutenant  *  colonel  Bownets, 
of  a  daughter.  At  Negapatam,  the  lady 
of  J.  Cotton,  esq.  of  a  daughter.  At 
Poodichcrry,  the  lady  of  major  T.  Gur* 
nelU  of  the  sd  batt.  85ih  regiment  Native 
infantry,  of  a  son.  At  Negapatam,  the 
bdy  of  captain  J.  B.  Wainbouse,  of  inva- 
lids, of  a  son.    The  )ady  of  J.  Brown, 


esq.  paymaster  of  hb  majesty's  8odi  icgi» 
ment  of  foot,  of  a  daughter. 

October. — At  the  Presidcncv,  the  Uy 
of  camdn  A.  R.  Hughes,  5tli  icgiiDCiit 
of  Native  infantrv,  oit  a  daufibter.  At 
the  Presidency,  tne  lady  of  R.  T.  Fsf- 
quhar,  esq.  of  the  honourable  compaiiy*i 
civil  service,  of  a  son.  At  Mylapoie,  toe 
lady  of  £.  Watts,  esq.  of  a  son. 

November. — At  Pondichcrry,  the  lady 
of  lieutenant  P.  Morrill,  of  a  son.  At 
Pondicherry,  the  lady  of  T.  Tanett,  esq. 
of  a  son.  Mrs.  J.  Ravel  le,  oT  a  daughter. 
At  Porto  Novo,  the  lady  of  E.  W.  Sic- 
veoson^  esq.  auster  attendant,  of  a  daogb- 
ter.  At  Bangalore,  the  lady  of  licuicoam* 
colonel  Adams,  of  his  majesty's  t^th  re- 
giment of  light  dragoons,  of  a  daaghier. 

December.— At  the  Presideocy»  the  lady 
of  J.  Plunkett,  esq.  of  a  son.  Mn. 
Harkness,  of  a  daughter.  At  the  Pr& 
sidency,  the  lady  of  lieutenant  Coo^ 
town  adjutant^  ok  a  soik 
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January.— The  lady  of  major  S.  Dal- 
rymple,  of  the  Madras  anillery.  Mrs. 
T.  Nevflle,  rclia  of  captain  J.  Neville. 
Rev.  G.  Cran,  missionary.  Lieutenant 
J.  Cyr,  of  the  1st  batt.  8th  rccitneni  of 
Native  infamiy.  Avadanum  P.  Braminy. 
Mr.  Z.  pGlock,  deputy  lsse^sor.  At  Ma- 
aulipatam,  major  W,  Godfrey,  of  the 
^on-effective  establishment.  The  infant 
daughter  of  J.  Pluokctt,  esq.  At  Banga- 
lort»  major  Davis,  his  majesty*i  e5th  dra- 
goons.   Mr.  J.  Myers. 

Feb RUARY.~ Comet  King,  of  his  ma- 
jesty's 8th  light  dragoons.  Capuin  Vin- 
cent, 1st  batt.  soth  regiment  Native  in- 
fatitry.  Rev.  J.  Laurence,  superior  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church.  G>  R. 
Moss,  aged  12  years,  son  of  Mr.C.  Moss, 
At  Canr^norc,  lieutenant  J.  S.  Cole,  lit 
batt.  sd  regiment  Native  infantry. 

fbfARCH. — At  Salem,  the  lady  of  J.  Rich, 
esq.  assistant  surgeon.  Ar  Madras,  ensign 
Newman,  19th  legimcnt  Native  infantry. 
At  Rangoon,  Mr.  43.  Burns,  formerly  in 
his  majesty's  service  in  Ceylon.  With 
colonel  Wallace's  detachment,  lieutenant 
J.  Key,  1st  batt.  6ih  regiment  fi.  Native 
infaniry.  Mrs.  E.  Heal,  and  hcr^  infant 
daughter.  At  Seringapatam,  miijor  T. 
Whitlic,  ad  batt.  i^ih  Native  infantry* 
C  Maxtone,  esq.  senior  merchant  in  the 
hit^.r^uurable  comj^ojf'a  civil  Kivice.     At 


Camp,  10  Tranncoie,  captaio  G.  Birci, 
of  the  1st  batt.  4th  regiment  Native  io» 
fantry.  / 

Ap  m  L.— Lieutenant  T.  S*  Paget,  lit  bait, 
lAth  regiment.  At  Seriogaiiatam,  eosin 
Clelandj  sd  batt.  ifith  regiment  N.  I. 
At  Hydrabad,  Mrs.M.  C.  Heyoe,  lady  of 
B.  Heyne,  esq.  surgeon.  At  Madtui, 
lietitenanc  J.  Carroll,  his  majesty's  6qfh 
regiipent.  At  Cbittoori  Mri.Whid^ 
relict  of  the  late  major  Whitlie,  of  thg 
19th  regiment  Native  loiantr^r.  At  Palamp 
cottah,  J.  Stock»  esq.  assistant-suigcoe, 
1st  batt.  4th  regiment  Native  inSattj. 
At  Poonamalleet  lieuteoaitt  P.  Newail> 
M.  E.  regiment. 

May. — At  Ganjam,  the  infant  aon  of  ni* 
jor  G.  A.  Muat.  At  the  Prtsidcocyi 
G.  Westcotr,  esq.  senior  merchant  aod 
member  of  ihe  board  of  trade.  At  Seroor, 
col.  Wallace,  commanding  the  subsidiary 
force.  At  Trichinopoly,  captain  Cony^ 
paymaster  of  his  majesty's  69th  reffiioeoi' 
A I  Cannanore,  the  mfant  son  of  J.  Midp 
dleton,  e>q.  quarter  masicf  of  his  insje^ 
ty*s  80th  regiment.  At  Ganiam«  Mr.  I. 
Veyrnot.  At  Cuddalore,  £.  Campbell, 
esq.  At  Pulicat,  the  in^t  daughter  ofc 
J,  C.  Vischer,  esq.  Dutch  fiscal. 

June. — Lieutenant  C.  S.  Watson,  trf  bit 
majesty's  30th  regimcot.  J.  Snurt,  OQ* 
niniature  painter.     At  MnulifTaWt  J* 
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Street,  esq.  turgeoo  of  the  ztllah  of  Ma- 
auliDtUiD.  At  Bellary,  lady  0|^lby. 
At  Waltair.  near  Vizagapatam,  caused  bj 
an  apoplectic  fit.  Mr.  J.  Turiog,  aon  of 
Sir  R.  Turing,  bart.  Mrs.  C.  Limb. 
Mn.  H.  Mags.  Lately  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Ho|;>e,'^  lieutenant  J.  H.  Hamilton, 
of  his  majesty's  93d  regiment,  former^ 
lieutenant  in  the  Native  in&ntiy,  on  this 
establishment. 

July. — At  Seringapatam,  B. HodgM>n,  esq. 
of  the  Bombay  civil  service,  3a  judge  of 
the  provincial  court  of  appeal  and  cir« 
cuit  tor  the  western  division.  At  Madura, 
lieutenant  Thompson,  of  bis  majesty's  isth 
loot.  At  Madns,  H..Inmao,  esq.  At 
die  Mount,  Mrs;  V.  Cabau.  At  Cudda- 
lore,  K.  Kincbant,  esq.  compoercial  resi- 
dent at  that  factory,  and  a  senior  merchant 
on  this  establishment.  At  Wallajabbad, 
the  infant  son  of  major  T.  Gumell,  of  the 
sd  batti  s^tb  regiment  Native  infantry, 
aged  11  months.  At  Pulicat,  Dr.  C.  La- 
touche.  At  Madras,  Mr.  Salkcld,  teaches 
of  the  Harp.    Mrs. J.  Birkcs. 

August.— At  his  Garden-house,  Dr.  J. 
Anderson,  physician-general  and  president 
of  the  meoical  board  at  this  presidency. 
At  Vizagapatam,  B.  Roebuck,  esq.  of  the 
hon.  company's  civil  service.  At  Gooty, 
Mrs.  Johnson,  wife  of  captain  G.  John« 
son,  his  majesty's  34th  regiment. 

SiPTEMBER.—T.  Malcolm,  esq.  brother 
of  brigadier-general  Maloolm,  of  this  es- 
tablishment. At  Jaggeraaickporam,  Miss 
A.  D.  Topaiider,  daughter  of  L.  S.  Top- 
andcr,  esq.  in  the  Dutch  civil  service. 
At  Senngapatan,  the  tn£int  son  of  major 
Freese.  At  Palamcotiah,  H.  Wise,  esq. 
staff  suTgeooy  Travancore.  Mr.  L  P» 
Talbot. 

Oc  T  o  B  E  R  .—Lieutenant  Yule,  of  his  ma- 
jesty's 69th  regiment.      At  Poonamalle» 


the  lady  of  W.  M'Intotfa,  eso.  nxraeon 
on  this  establishment.  At  l^angaTore. 
captain  T.  C.  Gordon,  1st  batt.  8th  regi- 
ment Native  infantry.  In  Camp,  near 
,Canoul,  on  the  left  bank  of  thcTum- 
boodra,  lieutenant  M.  De  ^laberry,  o£ 
the  std  battalion  R  oyal  regimenn  At  Jag* 
cernaikpooram,  the  youngest  son  of  Dr. 
Heync,  of  the  hon.  company's  8th  rcgi- 
meot  Native  cavalry.  At  Bangalore^ 
ensign  C.  Charlesworth,  sd  batt,  15th 
regiment  Native  infantry.  AtWalbjah- 
bad)  quarter-master  and  acting  paymaster 
A.  Stewart,  of  his  majesty's  laih  regi- 
ment. At  Seringapatam,  captain  J.  Tur- 
pert  of  the  td  bau.  15th  regiment  Native 
infantry.    At  Yanam,  J.  Aucer,  esq. 

November. —  At  Pulicat,  lieutenant  P. 
Brasette,  engineer  and  Dutch  prisoner  of 
war.  At  Bellary,  captain  Bourke,  of  hit 
majesty's  86th  regiment.  Mr.  G.  Bold, 
merchant.  At  Ooore,  major  A.  Muir- 
head,  1st  batt.  18th  regiment  Native  in* 
fantrv.  At  Rajabmundrv,  lieut.  Bruce. 
1st  batt.  11th  regiment  Native  infantry. 
At  Chittledroog,  lieutenant  Jeffries,  td 
batt.  3d  regiment  Native  infantry.  Ac 
Tachinore,  near  Palamcottah,  C.  W* 
Young,  esq.  free  merchant.  At  Pataah. 
at  the  house  of  C.  Keating,  esq.  Mrs* 
Keating,  the  lady  of  the  Rev.  W.  A. 
Keating,  of  the  Madras  establishment, 
aged  30  years. 

Ds  c  E  M  B  K  R . — At  Pondicherrv,  J.  Geslin, 
esq.  At  Bellary,  capuin  f.  Campbell, 
isth  regiment  01  Native  inrantry^  and  de- 
puty judge  advocate  of  the  teded  districts. 
Mr.  J.  Baggot,  master  attendant  at  Tuti- 
corin.  At  Chittledroog,  lieutenant  J. 
Stewart,  fid  battw  t^th  regiment  Native 
in£intry.  Mr.  A.  Goodall,  tailor.  Mr*- 
J.  Gordons  cadet  of  cavahy. 


BOMBAY  MARRIAGES. 


1809* 


JanuarTw — Mfw  M.  RodrigiKs>  to  Miss 
F.  Fauvcs. 

February.— Lieutenant  Keam  his  ma- 
jesty's 47th  regt«  to  Miss  M.  Blackall. 

March.— Mr.  J.  D'Souza,  to  Miss  N. 
De  Concaicao. 

May. —Captain  R.  Salcy  his  majesty's  isth 
rcgt.  to  Miss  F.  Wynch. 

July. — Lieutenant  J.  Hawkins,  engineers, 
to  Miss  Drury.  K.  S.  Kitson,  esq.  to 
Miss  N.  West.  W.  King,  esq.  tyih 
light  dragoons,  to  Miss  M.  Keitb. 

Au  eu  ST.— Mr.  C.  L»  Waisenbcrg,  to  Mil. 


M.  Christians.  Capt.  D.  Supple,  his  ma- 
jcstv^  l^th  dragoons,  to  Miss  A.  C.  Coo- 
nell. 

Se PTE MB BR.«— Lieutenant  S.  Prendergast, 
his  majesty's  84th  regim'ent,  to  Miss  F* 
Green.  Mr.  F.  Lugrin,  to  Mrs.  R* 
Maughan.  Captain  J.  Sterling,  his  ma* 
jesty*s  84th  regimentj  to  Miss  A.  West. 

October.— Capuin  A.  G.  Waddingtoo, 
to  Miss  A.  C.  Lewis, 

November.—  Lieutenant  Wrixon*  ijtk 
light  dragoons*  to  Miss  J.  Saadwith. 
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BOMBAY  BIRTHS. 


1809. 


jAKt;ARY.«*L»dy  of  licoteiupt^colonel  J. 
Cumminci  his  mijcsty't  42ih  regiment, 
of  a.  dau^ter. 

February  . — Lady  of  licurenant  T.  Dick- 
enson ,  of  a  son.    Mrs«  Tucker,  of  *a  son. 

Mar  CM. —Lady  of  captain  J.  Hanna,  of  a 
daughter.     Mrs.  Boycc,  of  ason. 

April. — Mrs.  C.  Catchatoooi  of  a  daugh- 
ter. 

Juke.— Mrs.  Cumhcrlcdge,  of  a  son. 

JUXY.— Lady  of  captain  Eyre,  of  a  son. 
Lady  of  lieutenant  Martianam>  B«  M.  of  a 

IKMK 


August.— Lady  of  ina}.-geiienl  Joaeiy 
of  a  daughter. 

September .->Lady  of  D.  D.  Inelii^  esq. 
of  a  daughter.    Mrs.  Norman,  of  a  son. 

Oc  T  o  B  E  R . — Lady  of  O.  Woodhouic,  esq. 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  of  A.  G.  FatterioiH 
esq.  of  a  daughter. 

November. — Lady  of  major  Vinceot,  his 
majesty's  S4tb  regiment,  of  a  son.  Lady 
of  captain  T.  Anderson,  9ch  NiUve  in- 
fantry, of  a  daughter. 


BOMBAY  DEATHS. 


180». 


Januart.— A.  Gusteen,  agfdQ5. 
Tomkins.    Infant  son  of  Mr.  Fcrr 


M.A. 
tcrrar. 
February. — Lieutenant  J.  Key,  2d  batt. 

4th  regiment. 
MARCH.'-^Mrs.  F.  Tomkins.    Captain  A. 

Mattbeson,  his  majesty's  78th  regiment. 
April.— J.  Cumbcrlege,  esq.  solicitor  to 
the  company. 


Ju  K B,— C.  Watkini,  esq.     Mist  K  feta 

Lieutenant-colonel  J.  Pateraon. 
August.— Lady  of  H.  R.  Wbttcoinbe, 

esq. 
Sept  EMBER.-;- Captain  Spelipy,  4tb  r^ 

ment  Native  infantry. 
November  .—Lieutenant  8.  Simson,  6tlr 

Native  infantry.    Lieutenant  J.  Salter. 


CEYLON  MARRIAGES. 
I8O9. 


ilntlL^-^Lieotenant  G.Ingham,  his  ma- 
jesty's gd Ceylon  regiment,  toMissDevelin. 
^A.  GcmioD,  eiq«  10  Misa  S.  Shepherd. 


November.— A.  T.  GihboDty  caq* 
Miss  A.£.TraocheU. 


CEYLON  BIRTHS. 


JANUARY.— Mrs.  Lavlllicre,  of  a  son 
£  B  R  u  A  R  Y . —  Lady  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Kerr,  of  a  daughter, 


1809- 

May.— Lady  of  captain  C.  F.  Napter,  Rojd 
artillery,  of  a  daughter.     Lady  of  capoia 


Ma  r  c  h  . — Lady  of  W.  Orr,  esq.  of  a  daugh- 
ter* Mrs.V.  W.Vandcrstry  icn»  of  adaughter. 

April.— Ladv  of'.captain  J.  Brown,  hit 
majesty's  sd  Ceylon  rcgiment|  of  a  son. 


Dcnoe,  Ceylon  light  dragoons,  of  a  soo. 
JuLYi— Lady  of  6.   Lusignan,  esq.  ci% 

daughter. 
Au  cu  ST»— Lady  of  R.Wheeler^  esq.  of  • 

son. 


CEYLON  DEATHS. 


JUNE.<-«Lady  ofC  Laughtan,  esq.  .master 
-  attendant.     Major  Beaver,  his  majesty's 

19th  regiment. 
Jo-ly.— Mr.  T.  Porter,  clerk  of  Ordnance 

atores. 


I8O9. 


AucutT.— Major  ].  WilaoB,  hb  msienfl 
■  isth  regiment. 
NovEMBBR.— Lieatemot  T.  J.  Rodoey^ 

his  majesty's  19th  regiment. 
Decbmbbil.- J.G.KerbeyiCtq.  C.S, 


PRINCE  OF  WALES'S  ISLAND,  gie 


I  ai»  3 


THE   BOARD   OF   COMMISSIONERS 


jtULXHK 


AFFAlkS  OF  INDIA. 


Right  Hoooarable  Robert  Dandas^  Esq.  M.  P. 


Lord  Louvaine, 
Rt.  Hon.  LordTeignmoath,; 
Rt.  Hon.  Thos.  Wallace, 
Lord  Fjancii  A.  Spencer. 


Earl  Camdra^  K.  G. 

Earl  oF  Liverpool,  "^  Secreta- 

£arl  Bathurst,  Vres  of 

Rt.  Hon.  Richard  Ryder,  J  State. 

Rt.  Hon.  Spencer  Perceval, 

Secretary,  George  Peter  Holford,  Esq.  M.'P.  ♦. 

*  Assistant  Secretary,  John  Meheux,  Esq. 

Chief  Clerk,  John  Wright,  Esq. 

Clerks,  Richard  B.  Gibson,  T.  Bell,  Benjamin  S.  Jones,  James  Camming, 
Robert  Gardner,  H.  S.  Alves,  William  Cabell,  Robert  Lane,  Benjamin  Heniy 
Jones,  Hugh  Starke,  David  Starke,  Wm.  Lenox^  and  John  lioyd,  Esqrs, 

Accomptant,  T»  N.  Wittwer,  Esq. 

Assistants,  T.  Bell  and  Wm.  Leach,  Usqrs. 

Judicial  examiner  and  reppf  ter,  Charles  Poole,  Esq^ 

Solicitor,  William  Groom,  Esq* 

Private  Secretary  to  the  President^  Sieqjamin  S.  Jones,  Esq. 

Messengers,  William  Salmond,  James  Hardy,  John  Hagen^  ^d  Geoigf 
Parsons. 

House-keeper>  Mrs.  Amhurst. 

Chanober-keeper,  John  Howden. 
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THE  COURT  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

EAST  INDIA    COMPANY. 


Charles  Grant,  Esq.  M.  P. 

William  Astell,  Esq.  M.  P*  / 

Sir  Francis  Barings  Bart. 
♦Sir  William  Bensley,  Bart 
Sir  Hugh  Inglis,  Bart. 
Charles  Mills,  Esq.  M.  P. 
The  Hon.  William  Fullarton  Elphinstone. 
Abraham  Robarts,  Esq.  M.  P. 
Sir  Tbeophilus  Metcalfe,  Bart. 
George  Smith,  Esq.  M.  P. 
Sweny  Toone,  Esq. 
Richard  Chicbeley  Plowden^  Esq. 
John  Hudleston,  Esq. 
John  Inglis,  Esq. 
John  3ebb,  Esq. 
I  James  Pattison,  Esq. 
George  Millet,  Esq. 
Campbell  Maijoribanks,  Esq. 
John  Jackson,  Esq.  M.  P. 
George  Abercrombie  Robinson,  Esq. 
John  Alexander  Bannerman,  Esq. 
Robert  Williams.  Esq. 
William  Wigram,  Esq.  M.  P. 
James  Danielle  Esq. 

The  following  gentlemen  went  out  by  rotation  in  Aprils  I8O9 ;  y\u 

John  Roberts;  Esq. 
Jacob  Bosanquet,  Esq. 
Robert  Thornton,  Esq.  M.  P. 
Joseph  Cotton,  £^q. 
Edward  Parry,  Esq. 
Tbomaa  Reid>  Esq. 


^  Sir  W.  djriag  was  socceeded  by  Colonel  Tayfer* 
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PEJOCEEDINGS  AT  THE  INDIA  HOUSE, 

For  I8O9. 


EAST  INDIA  HOUSE. 

jlpril  I80g. 
AAer  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
ooart  bad  been  read,  the  chairman 
stated  the  present  court  to  be  called 
for  the  purpose  of  confinning  the  re- 
solutions of  the  last  court,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  military  secretary, 
and  two  assistant  secretaries  to  the 
examin«A:*s  otfice;  and  also  the  reso- 
lution ibr  establishing  a  seminary  for 
the  education  of  cadets  for  their  artil- 
lery and  engineer  corps. 

The  reports  recommending  each  «f 
these  measures  where  read, — On  the 
chairman  proposing  that  for  appoint- 
ing a  military  secretary, 

Mr.  Rock  rose  to  say,  that  after  de- 
liberately considering  the  measure,  it 
could  DOt  have  his  assent. —  Mr.  R. 
observed,  that  nothing  short  of  a  de- 
gree of  necessity,  which  had  by  no 
means  been  made  out,  could  justify  so 
considerable  an  additional  expence  in 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  com- 
pany; but  even  supposing,  for  argu- 
ment's sake,  that  «uch  officers  were 
necessary,  he  thought  they  ought  to 
be  select  3d  from  their  present  servants, 
who  were  on  all  hands  admitted  to  be 
able  and  meritorious  men.  Mr.  R. 
observed,  with  considerable  feeling, 
upon  the  painful  sensations  which 
must  accompany  a  measure,  which  he 
contended  was,  as  to  the  present  of- 
ficers of  the  house,  one  of  indignity 
and  supercession,  and  not  called  for 
by  the  circumstances  laid  before  them ; 
he  should,  therefore,  move  that  all 
the  words  of  the  resolution  after  the 
word  "  that"  be  left  out,  in  order  to 
substitute  one,  declaring  in  substance, 
that  the  servants  of  the  house  con- 
tinued to  possess  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  that  court,  &c. 
Colonel  Scott  sald^    that  although 


he  partook  of  all  the  sentiments  which 
he  had  heard  respecting  our  old  ser- 
vants, he  could  not  second  the  mo- 
tion, as  it  went  to  annul  altogether 
the.  resolution  of  the  directors,  which 
would  not  be  consistent  with  the  re- 
spect that  he  bore  towards  that  part  of 
the  court. 

Mr.  Loumdes  likewise  felt  for  th» 
situation  of  the  officers  of  the  house, 
although  he  was  not  prepared  to  as- 
cribe to  them  so  great  a  degree  of  me- 
rit as  was  conveyed  by  the  proposed 
amendment  $  they  might  or  might  not 
possess  it }  but  he  would  not  vote  such 
a  fact  to  be  true  without  the  means  of 
knowing  it.  He  said,  he  felt  rather 
disposed  to  concur  in  the  resolution  of 
the  court  of  directors,  founded  as  it 
was  upon  their  report,  provided  some 
words  or  memorandum  could  be  added, 
which  should  prevent  the  circumstanct 
of  taking  strangers  immediately  into 
their  highest  offices^  from  being  drawn 
into  precedent. 

The  Chairman  observed,  that  Mr. 
Rock's  amendment  not  having  been 
seconded,  there  was  no  other  than  the 
original  question  before  the  court, 
which  he  was  proceeding  to  put,  when 

Mr.  Jackson  .rose,  aad  referring  to 
the  observations  which  he  had  made 
at  the  last  court,  upon  the  novelty  and 
importance  of  the  measure,  not  so 
much  with  regard  to  expence,  as  to 
the  danger  of  the  precedent,  said,  ho 
should  propose  some  additional  words^ 
by  way  of  amendment.  Which  lie 
hoped  would  meet  conflicting  opinio)^, 
and  secure  themselves  iroiti  danger,  as 
well  as  soothe  the  feelings  and  tran- 
quillize the  apprehensions  of  their 
Officers,  while  it  gave  to  the  company, 
in  the  present  instance,  the  advantage 
of  the  measure.  He  said,  the  ques- 
tion naturally  resolved  itself  into  three 
considerations— namely,  the  n^essif 
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of  such  appointments  —  what  evils 
might  possibly  arise  from  the  pre- 
cedent— and  how  they  might  be  guard- 
ed against.  Upon  the^e  Mr.  Jackson 
argued  scjjarately:  ,he  admitted  the 
necessity  to  be  imperative;  he  was 
convinced,  he  said,  not  only  from  an 
attentive  perusal  of  the  reports,  but 
from  many  cases  which  had  been  before 
him  for  professional  advice, that  a  degree 
of  delay  had  very  frequently  token 
place  in  the  offices  in  question,  so 
"considerable  in  extent,  and  so  cruel 
in  operation,  as  to  aftord  in  his  mind 
a  strong  impeachment  of  the  com- 
pany's- government  J  he  hoped'  that 
this  mischief,  would  be  cured  fey 
the  propo^jcd  me^isure.  The  evils  to 
be  apprehendetl,  he  said,  weie  first 
as  to  the  ortirers  of  the  house,  and 
nexi  as  tothemse!^  es.  It  was  iinpo")^il)le 
but  th.t  the  gentlenc'i  of  ihi  house 
should  feel  chagrin  on  the  occasion, 
though  the  report  was  not  dispar.jgmg 
to  them,  for  it  stated,  they  could  noi  fill 
the  offices  in  question,  with.)Ut  bt^ing 
taken  from  otliers,  where  their  abili- 
ties had  riiidered  their  continuance 
absolutely  necessary.  I'he  fault,  he 
thought,  had  been  in  not  av(»iding  this 
necessity  of  calling  in  foreign  aid, 
by  the  due  preparation  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  young  gentlemen  for  an 
office  much  rchembling  that  of  the 
secretary  of  sta»e  for  ihe  foreign  de- 
pirtment  3  this  hot  h.u  ing  been  done, 
the  measure  had  bitome  necessaiy, 
but  he  thought  the  court  ought  to 
guard  against  future  supercej^sion  :  he 
described  the. trying  situation  of  fa- 
milies, who, -beig  receive'^  in  socit*  y 
as  gentH'folks,  hud  much  to  struggle 
with  10  keep  up  appear. ncfs  5  hiMr 
'Consolation,  and  thai  which  en  bl'- 
them  to  pSTJis  with  toniiude  so  greit  a 
•proportion  of  »heir  lives  upon  «.iich 
Darrovv  stipends,  was  the  moral  assu- 
rame  which  ihey  had  a  right  to  in- 
.  dulge  in,  from  ihe  A  no^t  nndevinnng 
history  of  (he  company  tor  ueac  three 
cenruriea,  tl)tt  'l.cy  shmld  in  tinffe 
lirri'e  at  or  i.e  r  j he  top  of  their  re- 
«pero\e  office-^ ;  a  well  {i rounded  pros- 
jKc.i  (  f  luiure  promotion  operated  wih 
$uch  pei&uus  <A  predent  rauk>  and  had 


considerable  influence  In  the  introdoc- 
tion  of  their  children,  and  the  alliances 
which  they  formed;  these  pros- 
{)ects  which,  perhaps,  might  other- 
wise be  thought  to  b*  rendered  doubt- 
ful by  the  resolution  pro^x>j»ed,  he 
thought  the  general  court  should  by 
its  declaration,  strengthen  an  *  co.ifiun, 
so  that  those  who  had  hitherto  Jor.ked 
forward  to  become  the  Jieads  o.*  offices, 
might  he  encouraged  to  con'inue  their 
arduous  and  honouiable  course  of  ser- 
vice, without  themselves  or  their  fa- 
milies having  to  live  in  dread  of  eveo- 
'tual  or  uitinmte  sitpercession.  With 
regard  to  themsdves,  he  tbojrtght  what 
they  hndtofear  was,  that  having  thus 
made  an  oi)ening  to  strangerd,  fu- 
ture governments,  or  future  directors, 
would  naturally  think  of  introJuclng 
those  who  were  allied  to  them  in  blood 
or  friendship,  at  the  expence  of  the 
servants  of  the  house,  with  whom 
they  were  not  likely  to  be  in  tt)e  habits 
©f  trieiidT»hip,  and  whose  situations  pre- 
cluded I  hem  from  that  freedom  of  accen 
necessary  for  the  repreJ>ei)tation  or  tbie 
hardbhip  of  their  cases.  He  had  no  fears 
from  the  present  directors,  none  from 
the  present  government,  and  certainly 
none  from  the  amiable  and  unassuming 
president  of  the  board  of  conrroul  j 
but  feeling  it  necessary  to  guard  the 
company  against  the  possibility  of 
evil,  as  far  as  a  resolution  of  that 
court  could  do  it,  he  should  move  an 
addition  to  the  resolution  proposed  by 
the  court  of  directors.  ' 

Mr.  Jackson  then  moved  an  amend- 
ment, uhich,  after  some  suggestions 
from  the  deputy  chairman  and  Mr. 
Twming,  stood  as  follows,  viz.: 

*^  That  tf»is  court,  relying  upon  the 
represent ai ions  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, an«!  fully  sensible  of  the  weight 
of  the  observations  contained  in  iba 
reports  now  .read,  a^  'to  the  necessity 
of  appointing  a  military  secretary  and 
two  assihtaiit  secretaries  to  the  exami- 
ners* office,  do  agree  to  the  same  :  but 
this  conn,  whiKi  it  can  have  no  doubt 
of  the  disposition  of  the  execuJive  body 
to  countenance  and  protect  the  servants 
brought  up  in  this  house,  desire  to 
express  its  own  ^Dtkny  to  continue  to 
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them  the  projection  of  the  East  India 
company,  and  do  assure  the  comt  of 
directors  of  it?*  readiness  at  all  times, 
to  concur  with  them  in  rewarding 
long  and  meritorious  services,  ^nd 
this  court  ^do  further  resolve,  that 
should  the  directors  fiiid  it  expedient 
to  appoint  to  either  of  the  said  offices 
of  military  secretary  or  assistant  secre- 
taries to  I  he  examiners'  office,  gentle- 
men who  have  not  been  regtiijrly  bred 
in  this  house,  or  in  the  service  of  the 
company,  ihe  said  appointments  sjiall 
in  no  wise  be  drawn  into  a  precedent 
for  the  appointment  of  otlier  persons 
so  circumstanced." 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  the  amendment 
so  completely  met  his  ideas,  and  re- 
moved his  objections,  that  he  begged 
kave  to  second  it.       . 

The  amended  resolution  was  then 
put,  and  passed  unanimously. 

The  Chairman  next  proposed  the 
resolution  for  establishing  a  seminary 
for  the  education  of  the  cadets  for 
their  artillery  ami  engineer  corps. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  he  had  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  this  propositmn, 
and  although  he  should  in  this  case 
also  offer  an  amendment,  it  would  not 
have  tor  its  object  to  check  or  to  re- 
strain, but  to  encourage  and  to  extend 
the  system.  Mr.  J.  after  adverting  to 
the  history  of  other  nations  who  had 
obtained  settle<nents  in  India,  said,  it 
was  reserved  for  Great  Britain  to  have 
the  renown  ftf  rendering  civilization 
commensurate  with.coi:quest,  and  of 
shewing  as  ardent  a  desire  to  diM'use 
thearf;,  as  to  extend  their  commerce; 
above  all,  the  glory  was  reserved  f<^r 
the  English  East  India  c<5mpai^y  of  giv- 
ing to  ih«,^ir  servants  an  enlightened  and 
virtuous  e'.Iucaiion,  before  it  sent  them 
into  situations  of  authority  so  extensive 
over  their  fellow-creatures.  He  then 
moved,  b)'  vvn\  of  addition  to  the 
resolution  of  trie  directors,  as  follows, 
viz.  :— 

*•  That  this  court  doth  highly  ap- 
prove of  the  proposed  plan  6f  a  semi- 
nary for  the  more  complete  and  eco- 
nomical education  of  cadets  for  their 
artillery  and  engineer  corps,  and  de- 
tires  to  expresjs  the  satistaction  it  will 


af!ord  the  proprietors,  whenever  the 
directors  shall  find  that  they  can,  con- 
sistent})  with  the  general  interests  of 
the  East  Imlra  comj^any,  extend  the 
benelit  of  such  an  institution  to  the 
cadets  at  lar^e.  And  this  court  re- 
quests, that  the  directors  will  lay  be- 
fore them,  from  time  to  time,  at  least 
oncein<-a^h  year,  an  account  of  their 
diflftreni  seminaries  in  England,  par- 
licularl)  stating  the  number  of  pupils, 
the'  expence  occasioned  thereby,  and 
their  general  state  as  to  the  improve- 
ment in  the  various  branches  of  learn- 
ing." 

Colonel  S(ott  seconded  the  annend- 
ment,  ^ut  expressed  an  anxious  wish 
that  the  officers  to  the  seminary  should 
be  taken  from  the  company's  servants, 
several  of  whom  he  mentioned  as  being 
eminenily  qualified ;  beseemed  to  think 
the  company  torgot  the  old  soldiers  who* 
had  fought  their  battles. 

The  Chairman  defended  the  court 
against  the  latter  imputation,  and  shew- 
ed that  colonel  Mudge  was  not  only  tli« 
fittest  person  for  the  office,  but  situated 
as  he  was,  nothing  but  his  zeal,  and 
that  of  the  master  of  the  ordnance, 
for  the  undertaking,  could  have  in- 
di\ced  his  acceptance  of  it.  ^ 

Mr.  Lotimdes  highly  approved  of 
the  amendment.  The  question  was 
then  put,  and  the  ameiKled  resolution 
pas«*ed  unanimously. 

The  Chairman  tben  moved  an  ad- 
jourrrment. 

Mr.  li^ck  be^ed  before  the  court 
broke  up,  to  put  a  question  to  ibe' 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
bar.  It  was  stated  out  of  doors,  that 
they  had  come  to  a  lesolution,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  report  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, on  aljuses  in  the  disposal  of 
writersbips  and  cadetshtpp  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  company,  that  all  the  per- 
sons \\'ho  had  so  procured  their  sittia- 
tions  should  be  dismissed.  He  wished 
to  know  if  his  iniormation  in  this  re- 
spect was  conect  ? 

The  Chairman  repeated  the  question 
of  adjournment. 

Colonel  Scoti  said  he  had  come  into 
the  court  to-day  fullv  impress  d  wi  h 
tke  idea,  that  some  discu9K<)^  wuuid 

Digitized  by  *  '' 


218 


AlilATIC  ANNUAL  EEGiSTER,  IBOQ. 


take  place  on  the  subject  of  the  report 
alluded  to.  He  hoped  that  a  motion 
on  the  subject  would  have  been 
brought  forward  by  his  honourable 
Ir4end  near  hiro  (Mr.  Jackson),  who 
was  on  all  occasions  so  zealous  a  friend 
for  the  interests  of  the  company.  He 
thought  it  impossible  to  read  the  report 
without  being  struck  with  astonishment 
at  perCiMving  the  figure  which  an  ex- 
director  of  tlxat  company,  M.  I'hel- 
lusson,  made  in  it.— -Who  could  be* 
lieve  it  possible  that  that  gentleman 
•boold,  in  the  common  course  of 
things,  have  given  away  to  one  person, 
bis  near  relative,  three  writerships  in 
tlie  course  of  two  years,  and  that  every 
one  of*  these  should  have  been  corruptly 
disposed  of?  Yet  the  same  gentleman 
had  been  again  tecommended  by  the 
court  of  directors  to  the  proprietors. 

Mr.  Twinirtg  said,  be  was  satisfied  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  court  to 
allow  the  report  alluded  to  to  pass 
without  a  deliberaie  discussion  upon  it. 
Tliis,  however,  he  presumed  to  think, 
was  not  exactly  the  momeni  fr)r  such  a 
discussion.  '^I'lie  court  had  not  yet  had 
time  lo  on^iier  the  report  with  such 
<lellberati«>!i,  as  toen.able  them  to  come 
to  a  dispassionate  decision  upon  it.  He 
bad  been  one  of  the  most  forward, 
some  time  ago,  to  endeavour  to  detect 
abuses  of  the  kind  here  developed. 
He  was  now  come  to  that  age,  when 
he  might  be  supposed  to  have  reined 
from  the  bustle  of  business ;  but  still 
he  could  not  allow  a  question  of  this 
nature  to  pass  over  in  silence,  lest  it 
tbonld  be  supposed  that  he  had  grown 
cool  and  indifferent  to  the  interests  of 
the  company,  or  ihat  he  had  changed 
bis  opinion  on  the  subject.  He  assured 
the  court,  however,  that  he  should  not 
allow  the  present  re{^ort  to  pass  un- 
noticed. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  he  had  been 
struck  with  surprise  on  observing  an 
intimation  in  the  public  prints,  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  a  meeting  of 
the  directors  had  been  held,  at  which 
they  bad  thought  it  necessary  to  pass  a 
resolution,  exculpating  Mr.  Thellusson 
from  all  blame  in  the  transactions  deve- 
loped in  the  report,  and  recommended 
bim  at  a  fit  person  for  the  choice  of 


the  proprietors  on  the  present  < 
He  saw,  Irom  the  silence  -of  bis  ho* 
nourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr. 
Jackson),  as  well  as  from  the  opicioo 
he  had  heard  from  the  respectable  and 
experienced  proprietor  who  had  jost 
sat  down,  'that  this  was  not  the  proper 
moment  for  discussing  the  repnort  in 
question,  which,  indeed,  was  ou\j 
printed  yesterday.  He  could  not,  bow- 
ever,  forbear  from  thinking  that  the 
honourable  gentlemen,  within  the  bar, 
had  for  the  time  forgotten  their  own 
situation,  and,  instead  of  regarding 
themselves  as  the  executive  body,  had 
supposed  themselves  the  electors. 
Either  they  must  have  done  so,  or.thej 
must  have  allowed  their  feelings,  for  ibe 
moment,  to  run  away  with  their  judg- 
ment. This  was  by  no  means  an  un- 
usual case.  We  had  seen  Ete  Lolmc, 
who,  though  a  foreigner,  was  the  best 
writer  on  the  constitution  of  this  coon- 
try  wIk)  had  ever  existed,  when  be 
himself  had  a  cause  in  court,  apply  pri* 
vately  to  the  judge,  as  if  he  had  been 
one  of  the  corrupt  judges  whom  bo 
had  been  accustomed  to  meet  with  in 
other  countries.  Even  Mr.  SheridaUr 
whose  whole  public  life  bespoke  him  a 
sincere  friend  to  the  laws  and  constiln- 
lion  of  the  country,  had  so  for  for- 
gotten hitpseif  as  to  write  a  private 
letter  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  tbc 
allairs  of  Drury-lane  theatre,  then 
under  his  lordship*s  coosideratioo. 
On  the  impropriety  of  such  candact 
his  lordship  remarked  in  open  court. 
I'hese  instances,  Imwever,  might  serve 
as  proofs,  that  where  a  person's  feelings 
were  interested,  he  did  not  always  ad 
with  that  propriety,  which,  were  be 
himself  unconnected,  he  would  expect 
to  discern  in  others.  If  the  brigbt 
eyes  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  so  ardently 
loved  and  admired  the  consliturioo, 
could  be  so  far  blinded  where  he  him- 
self was  a  party,  it  was  not  very  re- 
markable that  the  court  of  directors 
should  have  deviated  a  little  frocn  tbc 
strict  rule  of  propriety.  He  protested, 
however,  against  the  idea  of  the  court 
of  proprietors  being  supposed  to  be  in 
leading  strings,  and  that  the  directors 
should  hold  them. 
Mr.  •f^fe^.said,  the  honourable 
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proprietor  near  him  (colonel  Scott) 
must  have  completely  misunderstood 
what  he  said  on  a  former  day,  if  he 
supposed  that  it  could  be  in  his  contem- 
plation to  allow  the  report  in  question 
to  pass  without  notice.  So  far  was  he 
from  being  of  this  opinion,  that  he  bad, 
on  the  very  first  day  the  reportj  was  be- 
fore the  court,  exprt^ed  his  determi- 
nation to  found  a  motion  upon  it.  He 
was  still  decidedly  of  that  mind,  and 
was  even  satisfied  thai  nothing  but 
a  very  strong  re-ioluiion  of  the  court  of 
proprietors  on  the  subject  could  meet 
their  own  and  the  public  feeling  On  this 
occasion.  The  present,  he  was  con^ 
vinced,  was  not  the  proper  moment 
for  such  discussion.  All  the  docu- 
ments were  not  before  the  court  j  and 
until  they  were  so,  any  decision  on 
their  import  must  be  premature. 

Mr.  Elphinstone  begged  that  the 
court  would  not  separate  under  any 
impression  that  the  directors  had  acted 
amiss,  or  that  they  wished  the  report  to 
be  slurred  over.  Such  was  by  no 
means  their  intention.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  the  object  of  the  directors 
themselves  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
proprietors  to  the  purport  of  the  re- 
port. They  had  no  wish,  in  the  reso- 
lution they  had  come  to,  to  influence 
the  feelings  of  the  proprietors;  but 
simply,  by  a  declaration  of  their  own 
feeling,  to  endeavour  tb  do  away  any 
improper  prejudice  which  might  have 
been  created, 

June  2. 

A  meeting  of  the  general  court 
was  convened  by  virtue  of  a  re- 
quisition from  nine  proprietors,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  resolutions 
of  the  directors,  annulling  the  appoint- 
ments of  certain  officers,  which  was 
numerously  attended. 

Mr.  Grant  (the  chairman),  after  the 
requisition  had  been  read,  suggested 
that  the  regular  nuxle  of  opening  the 
business  was,  that  some  one  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  signed  the  requi- 
sition should  come  forward  and  state 
the  nature  of  the  business  which  they 
meant  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  court. 

Mr.  Sansom  then  rose  and  said,  that 


no  person  more  averse  than  himself  to 
corruption,  or  who  more  anxiously 
wished  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the 
East  India  company  and  their  servants. 
At  the  same  time,  he  could  not  ap- 
prove of  the  resolutions  of  the  court 
of  directors,  which,  ffom  a  view  of 
presen'ing  this  purity,  atmulled  the  ap- 
pointments of  several  young  men  who 
were,  probably,  not  parties  to,  or  cog- 
nizant of,  any  of  those  corrupt  prac- 
tices wl?ich  occasioned  their  appoint- 
ments. He  thought  that  these  reso- 
lutions had  been  adopted  with  too  much 
precipitancy,  and  were  hardly  to  be 
reconciled  to  the  common  notions  of 
equity  and  justice.  It  was  hard  to  pu- 
nish innocent  childten  for  the  faults 
of  their  parents.  He  wished  how- 
ever, that  the  resolutions  of  the  di- 
rectors should  be  read. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  as 
also  the  dissent  of  several  individual 
directors  from  some  of  these  resolu- 
tions. 

Afler  some  father  observations  from 
Mr.  Sansom, 

The  chairman  (Mr,  Grant)  rose  and 
said,  that  these  resolutions  contained 
but  a  small  part  of  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  court  of  directors  to  come 
to  that  determination.  He  therefore 
wished,  although  he  might  express 
them  inadequately,  to  state  to  the 
court  fully  what  those  reasons  were. 
It  appeared  to  them,  that  it  was  of 
the  utmost  possible  importance  to 
maintain  the  purity  of  the  court  of 
directors.  This  was  necessary,  not 
only  for  their  own  individual  charac- 
ters, but  for  the  interests  of  the  com- 
pany which  were  intrusted  to  their  ad- 
mmistration.  If  the  directors  were 
supposed  to  come  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of,the  company, 
merely  to  pursue  objects  of  thdSr  own 
private  advantage,  the  credit  of  the 
court  of  directors  would  be  destroyed, 
and  with  it  the  credit  of  the  East  India 
company.  It  was  not  to  be  denied 
that  the  £ast  India  company  had  many 
enemies,  and  many  eyes  watching 
their  conduct.  If  the  hardship  that 
a  few  Individuals  might  experience 
dwelt  so  strongly  on  the  minds  of  the 
court,  they  bad  to  consider  whether 
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the  Fast  India  company  itself  should 
be  underroined  and  destroyed  from  the 
loss  of  character  }  Independent  of 
that  consideration,  the  zea)  and  spirit 
of  A\  the  servants  of  the  company 
wonld  be  much  diminished  if  it  were 
understood  that  money  or  any  other  coTt 
nipt  consideration,  was  the  meansof 
procnrin«y  an  entrance  into  a  service  so 
honourable,  and  where  the  servants 
were  trealed  with  such  liberjlity. 
These  we^  e  considerations  which  could 
not  be  too  strongly  imprinted  on  llie 
minds  of  every  member  of  the  court. 
They  were  strongly  impressed  upon 
the  minds  of  the  directors  bv  tfie  oath 
they  had  taken.  There  h.id  been  in- 
stances of  directors  who  had  abused 
their  patrona.^e,  being  obliged  to  va- 
cate their  seats  as  soon  as  it  was  disco- 
vered. In  J  799,  the  directors  had  en- 
tered into  strong  resolutions  against 
those  corrupt  practices,  and  declaring 
tllat  all  appointments  made  under  them 
should  be  null  and  void.  They  had 
afterwards  taken  some  pains  to  insti- 
tute inquiries  respecting  the  adver- 
tisements that  appeared  in  the  papers 
from  time  to  time,  and  they  found 
that  fnany  of  ihem  were  merely  in- 
tended to  fish  for  persons  wanting 
t:t»j*e  situations,  and  afterwards  the 
interest  to  obtain  them  was  to-be 
6oUi>ht  out.  In  some ,  however,  there 
Vas  an  evident  abuse  of  patronage. 
On  »  of  the  agents  had  been  prosecuted 
antl  punished,  and^(H)e  of  their  ser- 
vants IiM'l  bt^en  dismis-^ed. 

Mr.  Siinsum  heie  interrupted  the 
•chairman,  to  assure  him  that  he  had 
-not  ihid  the  smallest  intention  of 
bringing  any  charge  against  the  court 
of  directors,  whose  conduct,  in  most 
instances,  he  highly  approved  of. 
The  Chairman  continued  and  said, 

'  that  he  did  not  suppo^^e  that  any  charge 
was  meant ;  but  still,  when  one-  -of 
their  resolutions  was  atta<.ked,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  it  was  thei|*  duty 
to  shew  the  reasons  upon  which^  they 
determined.  It  appeared  to  them 
tliat  the  purity  of  the  directors,  ort>f 

•  their  servants,  should  be  free  from 
suspicion,  esjwcially  at  a  time  that  the 
company  was  seeking  for  a  renewal 
of  its  charter.    There  would  b&  many 


persons  ready  to  fiitten  od  anj  oormp* 
tion  in  that  body  as  a  pretefice  to  op- 
pose the  renewal  of  the  charter.  Tie 
resolutions  of  1 799  declared  tbat  eveiy 
appointment  should  be  vacant  thi^ 
bad  been  procured  by  money,  or 
any  other  corrupt  means.  In  1906, 
however,  similar  resolutions  were 
not  ^nly  passed,  but  promulgated 
in  the  most  public  manner ;  they  were 
advertized  in  The  London  Gazelie,  and 
in  all  the  principal  newspapers  in  the 
empire  j  and,  therefore,  the  direct<M» 
were  as  lenient  as  possible  in  markiog 
the  time  for  carrying  their  rescdutioas 
into  effect,  from  the  lime  that  the  re- 
solutions  were  promulgated  in  a  man* 
ner  that  they  conceived  to  be  al>undMt 
notice.  If  any  hardship  then  was  suf- 
fered, he  would  ask  to  whom  was  it  to 
be  imputed  ?  Was  it  to  the  directors, 
who  adhered  to  the  resolutions  which 
they  had  entered  into  10  years  ago, 
and  promulgated  in  the  most  public 
way  in  1 806,  or  was  it  to  the  pareoti 
and  friends  of  those  young  persons, 
who,  knowing  these  regulations,  chase 
to  act  in  contradiction  to  them>  8«d 
force  their  children  in  by  oorrnpt 
means  r  It  might  be  said,  that  it  was 
hard  that  the  children  should  sufferibr 
the  faults  of  their  parents,  but  this  wai 
the  case  every  day.  If  parents  coid- 
mitted  penal  offences  and  incurred  da- 
mages, the  children  suffered  from 
their  guilt  or  imprudence.  If  no  no- 
tice were  now  to  be  taken  of  those  wbo 
had  been  discovered  to  have  come  into 
the  service  of  the  company  by  corrupt 
means,  there  would  be  no  oaeaas^'of 
preventing  it  in  fixture.  Whenever 
an  example  was  to  be  made,  the  firieals 
and  connections  of  those  implicated 
would  come  down  with  all  the  votei 
and  inHueuce  they  could  procure,  to 
contravene  the  determination  of  the 
directors.  No  resolution  that  tbey 
could  ever  enter  into  would  hewfrte 
formal  than  tbat  which  the  court  ef 
directors  had  entered  into  in  160#9 
and  if  the  plea  of  humanity  was  alio 
to  prevent  their  enforcing  their  rep* 
lations,  be  thought  there  would  be  an 
end  not  only  of  the  character  of  the 
court  of  directors,  but  of  the  East  la- 
dm  oompany  alao  i  and  if  their  obaEaQ- 
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tm  was  otioe  gone,  perhaps  tbey  roigbt 
soon  cease  to  exist    as    a  corporate 

.  Mr.  Sansom  replied  to  Mr.  Grant, 
He  thought  the  character  of  the  com- 
pany would  suffer  much  more  in  the 
public  opmioD,  by  an  act  which  was 
generally  considered  harsh  and  severe 
IB  the  extreme.  He  concluded  by 
moving  a  resolution,  containing  a  re- 
oexnmeodation  of  ihe  court  of  proprie- 
tors to  the  court  of  directors,  "  that 
tbey  would  be  pleased  to  re-consider 
their  resolutions  of  the  12th  of  May, 
as  ^  as  regarded  the  annulling  the 
appointments  of  the  persons  therein 
ttated." 

Mr.  Lushington  seconded  this  reso- 
lution, but  thought  that  it  should  be 
'  Jeft  to  the  directors,  not  as  a  mat- 
ter of  right,  but  as  an  appeal  to 
tbeir  mercy  and  their  lenity,  not  to 
remove  those  young  men,  who  were, 
probably,  entirely  ignorant  of  the  cor- 
rupt transactions  which  took  place  at 
their  appointment.  He  admitted  that 
the  directors  had  9  right  to  adhere 
to  their  resolutions ;  and  he  thought 
the  proprietors  could  do  nothing 
more  than  recommend  these  young 
men  to  their  compassion  and  their 
mercy*  He  knew  the  directors  had 
the  power  of  deciding;  but  although 
-"  it  was  wdl  to  have  a  giant's  strength," 
Jie  was  sure  the  directors  would  be 
temperate  in  the  use  of  it. 

-A  proprietor  (whose  name  we  could 
pot  learn,)  asked  whether  this  determi- 
nation of  the  d'u-ectors  was  founded  on 
any  other  evidence,  except  the  report 
of'^the  committee  of  the  House  of 
p>mmons  j  and  (being  answered  in 
the  negative,)  contended  that  their  was 
not  a  legal  or  sufficient  evidence  for 
the  company  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  thought  it  would 
be  much  the  best  way  to  close  the 
book  on  what  was  past,  and  turn 
downtheleaf. — (Applause.) — Hewish- 
pA  a  sort  of  an  act  of  oblivion  to  take 
place  as  to  what  was  past,  and  for  the 
ftttvirt,  he  thought  the  regulations  of 
the  directors  should  be  rigorously  en- 
forced. Indeed  the  law  would  give 
efficient  notice  for  the  future,  as  the 
traffiet^ngln  those  officii  was  m^de^ 


penal  -by  an  act  which  had  passed  both 
Houses,  and  now  only  wailed  for  the 
royal  as^jent. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  the  directors  bad 
acted  according  to  their  duty  as  direc- 
tors ;  but  now  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
court  of  prOprietofs  to  reconunend 
mercy  to  them  He  Uien  lold  the 
court  the  story  of  Lefevre,  from  Siernei 
and  applied  it  to  the  court  of  directors, 
by  saying  they  had  acted  very  well  as 
directors,  but  very  badly  as  men.— (^ 
laugh.) 

A  proprietor  (whose  name  we  could 
not  learn)  contended  strongly  against 
the  interference  of  the  proprietors  with 
their  executive,  about  the  dismissal  of 
their  servants. 

Mr.  Twining  thought  that  the  reso- 
lutions of  I8O6,  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently promulgated.  He  believed  that 
they  had  been  once  inserted  in  the 
London  Gazette,  and  once  in  the  pria- 
cipal  papers,  but  he  doubted  whether 
that  was  sufficient  publicity.  As  to  the 
principle,  he  thought  there  was  no  sort 
of  inhumanity  in  annulling  appoint- 
ments improperly  made.  He  was 
himself  a  father,  and  as  much  attached 
as  any  other  man  to  his  family ;  but  if 
he  had  endeavoured  to  advance  them 
by  corrupt  means,  and  in  the  teeth  of 
known  regulations,  he  would  be  the 
only  person  to'  blame  for  their  disap- 
pointment. If  then  the  resolutions  of 
1 8O6  were  sufficiently  promulgated,  he 
thought  the  conduct  of  the  director! 
had  been  very  lenient  in  not  taking 
notice  of  the  corrupt  practices  whicb 
took  place  between  1 799  and  1  &06. 

Mr.  Lowndes  agei'm  referred  to  the 
beautiful  story  of  Lefevre  in  Sterne. 

The  Chairman  called  him  to  order, 
and  said,  that  he  ought  to  confine  him- 
self to  the  question,  instetd  of  telling 
stories. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that .  the  story 
was  quite  applicable  to  the  question. 

The  Chairman  replied,  that  the 
heautiful  story  of  Lefevre  was  very 
well  in  its  proper  place,  but  when  i( 
came  to  be  told  a  second  time,  it  was 
rather  too  much. — {A  laugh.) 

Sir  T.  Metcalfe  declared,  that  the 
directors  had  conje  to  that  painful  re- 
folutioa  from  a  sense  ^6(^^^^u^y  ^^ 
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which  they  were  bound  by  their  oath. 
They  had  sworn  to  maintain  the  in- 
terests of  the  company,  and  were  not  at 
liberty  to  take  those  individual  cases 
in  the  light  that  their  personal  feelings 
might  incline  them  to. 

Mr.  Grant  said,  that  if  a  recom- 
mendation of  the  nature  proposed  were 
given  to  the  directors,  it  would  be 
their  duty  to  attend  to  it  with  all  defe- 
rence and  respect.  He  must,  how- 
ever, say,  that  they  were  bound  to 
discbarge  their  duty  according  to  the 
oaths  they  had  taken ;  and  if  this  re- 
commendation were  understood  to  be 
mandatory  upon  them,  they  would 
much  rather  that  the  court  would  at 
once  proceed  to  the  utmost  extremity 
that  they  conceived  themselves  justi- 
fied in. 

Mr.  SansQjn  denied  that  he  intended 
the  '  recommendation  as  having  the 
force  of  a  mandate.  He  merely  wish- 
ed to  submit  the  subject  to  the  further 
consideration  df  the  directors. 

The  question  wds  then  put,  and  the 
shew  of  hands  was  in  favour  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Sansom,  which  was 
accordingly  carried.  The  court  then 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,    June  21. 

At  a  quarterly  court  of  proprietors 
of  the  East  India  company,  held  at 
their  house  this  day,  for  certain  special 
and  general  purposes. 

After  the  dividend  for  the  quarter 
had  t)cen  declared  and  agreed  to,  and 
the  other  usual  business  gone  though, 

Mr  Jackson  moved,  that  this  House, 
at  its  rising  to-day,  do  adjourn  to  this 
day  fortnight,  being  the  5ih  of  July,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  House  ot  Coaa- 
mons  on  East  India  patronage,  and 
the  undue  disposal  of  writerships  and 
cadetships  in  the  company's  service.— 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  LACAM. 

The  court  then  proceeded  to,  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
court  of  directors  of  the  ytli  of  April, 
for  increasing  the  pension  of  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin I^cara,  from  600/.  to  1000/. 
per  annum,  and  for  increasing  ihepen- 
ftioAofhift  wife,  from  400/.  to  JtXK)/. 


per  annum,  in  case  dhe  should  iovivt 
him. 

On  the  motion  that  the  court  of 
proprietors  do  concur  in  this  resolutiatt. 

Sir  Robert  Preston  rose,  and  bore 
testimony  to  the  merits  of  Mr.  Lacam, 
and  to  the  very  signal  service  he  had 
rendered  to  the  country  in  general, 
and  to  the  East  India  company  in  par- 
ticular, by  the  invention  or  discovery 
of  an  eastern  passage  up  the  river  of 
Calcutta,  instead  of  the  western  pat- 
sage,  which  proved  destructive  to  two 
out  of  evei:y  three  of  the  company's 
ships.  He  was  enabled  the  better  to 
judge  on^  this  subject,  having  himself 
been  in  the  service  of  the  company  by 
sea,  and  in  that  capacity  having  ex- 
perieiKed  the  dangers  of  the  one  pas- 
sage, and  the  facilities  attending  the 
other.  He  had  also,  while  in  Parlia- 
ment, been  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  which  Mr.  Lacam's  clamis  had  beec 
referred,  and  in  that  situation  liad  occa- 
sion to  know  the  many  testimonials  borne 
both  by  naval  officers,  and  by  those 
who  had  been  in  the  company's  ser- 
vice, to  thfe  utility  of  the  discovery, 
which  had  been  made  so  far  back  as 
the  year  I77*. 

11)6  hon.  Baronet,  in  the  course  of 
his  speech  was  repeatedly  interrupted 
by  a  proprietor,  who  asserted  the  in- 
vention to  have  been  his,  and  not  Mr. 
Lacam*8. 

In  answer  to  the  baronet  he  stated, 
that  he  had  been  marine  surveyor  to 
the  company  at  the  time  the  discoveiy 
in  question  was  alleged  to  have  been 
made  by  Mr.  Lacam;  that  he  bad, 
previous  to  the  time  at  which  Mr. 
Lacam  claimed  the  merit  of  invention, 
made  and  lodged  with  the  company  a 
survey  of  the  very  passage;  and  that 
Mr.  Lacam  had  merely  availed  himself 
of  his  labours.  In  fact>  that  it  was  an 
imposture  from  beginning  to  end. 

Mr.  Behh,  one  of  the  directors,  sop- 
ported  the  assertions  of  the  last  speak- 
er, to  whose  character  for  ability 
and  zeal  in  the  company's  service  he 
bore  the  most  ample  testimony.  He 
referred  to  the  surveys  and  charts,  and 
conteiKled  that  Mr.  Lacam's  were 
made  without  skill,  and  with  as  little 
pretensions  to  the  character  of  scienti* 
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fie  charts,  as  if  be  had  been  a  person 
taking  a  walk  from  that  house  to 
Cbaring-cro88»  who  would  naturaUy 
chose  the  shortest  road. 

Mr.  E^funston,  from  the  expe- 
rience he  had  in  the  naval  service  of 
the  company >  was  enabled  to  say,  that 
the  western  passage  was  a  most  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  one,  and  which 
threatened  ultimate  destruction  to  the 
company*s  marine.  It  was  with  pecu- 
liar pleasure  he  learned,  in  the  year 
1776,  that  Mr.  Lacam  had  discovered 
the  eastern  passage,  and  though  he  was 
ready  to  concur  in  every  tribute  to  the 
ability  of  the  company's  marine  sur- 
veyor, he  must  declare  the  merit  of 
that  discovery  to  be  Mr.  Lacam's. 

Mr.  Robinson  supported  the  argu- 
jnents  and  assertions  of  Mr.  Bebb. 

Eari  St,  Ftnctnt  thought  that  this 
question  could  be  best  judged  of  by 
professional  men. — He  had  never  been 
In  the  East  Indies,  and,  therefore, 
could  not  be  supposed  a  competent 
judge.  Justice  and  humanity,  however, 
teemed  to  him  to  go  hand  in  han«.  in 
this  instance  with  professional  testi- 
mony. 

S\x  Mark  Wood  stated,  that  Mr. 
Laeam  had  coounnnicated  his  diaco- 
Tery  to  him  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1771.  He  was  convinced  any  surveys 
made  by  the  company's  marine  sur- 
veyor, whose  merits  he  should  be  one 
of  the  first  to  acknowledge,  were  then 
unknown  to  Mr.  Lacam. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  stated,  that  he  hap- 
pened, in  the  year  1775,  to  be  appoint- 
ed as  a  junior  member  of  the  revenue 
board  in  India,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  La« 
cam  the  possession  of  the  land  which 
he  was  to  receive  from  the  govern- 
I  ment  for  his  purposed  erection  of  a  New 
Harbour.  On  this  occasion,  Mr.  La- 
cam demanded  from  him  the  right  to 
the  water  also.  This  he  had  no 
powers  to  give,  and  accordingly  re- 
turned to  the  governor  and  council, 
informing  them  of  the  dc^ficiency  'of 
his  power;  and,  if  he  mistook  not, 
the  hon.  surveyor,  whom  he  now  saw 
for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  did  give  to 
Mr.  Lacam  the  possession  of  the  water. 
]/^  therefore,  the^e  was  any  objection 


to  the  grant  j  if  it  was,  as  the  hon. 
surveyor  now  stated  it  to  be,  all  an 
imposture,  was  not  that  the  most  pro- 
per period  to  have  detected  it  ?  The 
hon.  surveyor  had  also  stated  the  pas- 
sage marked  as  Mr.  Lacam*s  to  bo 
impracticable.  The  fact,  however, 
was,  that  he  (Mr.  Moore)  had  gone 
it  along  with  Mr.  Lacam  repeatedlyv 
As  to  the  plea  that  no  expense  had 
been  incurred  by  Mr.  Lacam,  that  he 
could  also  contradict  from  his  own 
knowledge.  He  had  himself,  in  Mr. 
L.'s  absence,  laid  out  equal  to  1,000/. 
at  a  time,  and  the  actual  expenditure, 
independent  of  interest,  was  60,000/. 

Mr.  Jackson  followed  on  the  same 
side,  vindicating  Mr.  Lacam  in  every 
particular;  pointed  out  the  injustice 
done  him  by  the  government  abroad, 
in  declaring  the  grant  made  to  him 
null  and  Toid ;  the  hardships  he  sub- 
mitted to  in  coming  twice  10  this  coun- 
try, where,  after  the  most  laborious 
enquiries,  his  meritorious  services  and 
unjust  treatment  were  recognized  by 
two  reports  of  different  committees  of 
the  House  of  Commons  $  the  injustice 
again  done  him  in  India  by  a  report  of 
surveyors,  as  to  the  impracticability  of 
his  passage,  which  was  absolutely  false  ^ 
the  sufferings,  imprisonments,  and 
privations,  which  he  had  thetice  siis- 
sustained,  and  to  which  now,  at  the 
age  of  upwards  of  seventy,  be  was 
Btill  exposed,  and  left' it  not  to  the  hu« 
manity ,  but  to  the  justice  of  the  court 
to  say,  if  this  paltry  annuity  was  any 
recompense  to  be  conferred  on  him  a( 
his  advanced  period  of  life.  He  pro^ 
ceeded  to  read  some  handsome  com- 
pliments paid  by  Mr.  Lacam  to  the 
company*s  surveyor,  and  recommended 
to  him,  when  he  next  talked  of  Mr. 
Lacam,  to  tbllowso  praiseworthy  an 
example. 

Mr.  Lo1vnde%  was  of  opinion,  after 
what  he  bad  heard,  that  the  compen« 
sation  was  by  no  means  adequate. 

Mr.  Grant  (the  chairman)  assured 
the  court,  that  the  directors,  instead  of 
yielding  to  the  impulse  of  humanity, 
were  of  opinion  that  they  had  left 
justice  unsatisfied. 

The  resolution  to  agree  with  tht 
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directors  lu  the  proposed  increase  wat 
t  t-ii  put,  and  agreed  to  msnunecontrq'- 
dieenie. 

SIR  JOHN  M'PHERSON. 

The  court  then  came  to  an  unani- 
mous appT(»-.  a!  of  a  resolutton  of  the 
covin  Mf  (iirrrKiTg.  to  grant  an  annuity 
of  1 ,00a/.  per  annum  to  Sir  J.  M'Pher- 
son,  l>aronet,  foimerly  governor  ge- 
neral ot  Bengal,  on  condition  of  his 
assign iiig  lo  the  company  a  cbhn  he 
h^\  against  the  naSoo  of  Arcot,  in 
•ecorii)  or  a  loan  of  10,000/.  made  by 
the  company  to  Sir  John. 

WRITERS  AND  C\D£1S. 

Mr.  Sansom  begt;txi  to  know  if  the 
court  of  director*  I  ad  come  lo  any 
deiermination,  in  consecjuence  of  the 
recommendation  made  to  them  by  the 
court  of  propiietors,  on  the  subject  of 
the  recal  from  India  of  the  young  men 
whose  situations  had  been  procured  by 
improper  means. 

jtir.  Grant  said,  the  directors  had 
paid  every  attention  to  the  r^(  oromen- 
darion  of  the;  proprietors,  and  had 
Come  to  a  decision,  which  they  should 
either  state  rK>w  or  at  the  meeting, 
when  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Jack- 
Son)  had  given  notice  of  his  motion 
on  the  subjtct  ot  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  tiie  House  ot  Commons. 

Mr.  Jackson,  in  answer  to  the  save- 
ral  que*»t ions  put  to  him,  stated,  that 
his  object  was  not  to  prdpose  a  rcvit^w 
of  the  sentence  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors on  this  p(>int. 

After  some  conversation,  it  was 
•greed,  that  the  chairman  should  now 
state  the  determinacion  of  the  directors 
on  the  subject.  He  stated,  that  in 
coming  to  the  resolnnon  they  bad 
done,  their  executive  body  had  sa- 
crificed their  own  iuciinaiions  to  an 
impeiious  sense  of  their  duty.  He 
then  read  the  resoliuion  of  the  court, 
^'bivh  was,  that  the  directors  feeling 
every  deterei.ce  to  the  opinion  of  the 
proprietors,  and  desirous,  it  in  thtir 
power,  to  yieM  to  their  recommenda- 
tion, feh  themselves  lender  the  neres- 
Mity  of'aftiimiMg  the  resolution  they 
bad  come  to.  Ihev  regretted  ex- 
tremely the  fate  ot  the  youug  men  who 
wet-e  to  iutftfT  from  this  cocision,  prin- 
cipally through  the    fault    of    their 


Others  or  other    rektiret.     But  tte  . 
safety  of  the  company,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  director*,  required  tbem  to 
abide  by  the  decision  they  bad  lormed. 

Mr.  Lushinglon  submitted  to  the 
directors  the  propriety  of  considering, 
whether  they  acted  agreeably  to  the 
different  acts  of  Parlianient,  in  pro- 
ceeding in  tj.e  DKxle  they  hrid  adopted. 

Mr.  Lowndes  recommei.ded  to  the 
consideration  of  tlie  directors  tlie  ob- 
servations unon  this  suSjcct  c  f  that 
great  man  Sir  Samuel  Roniilly,  who 
stood  so  high  in  the  opinion  of  all  par- 
ties in  Parliament,  and  throughout  the 
county ;  who  was  equally  admired 
for  the  eleg:iiice  and  diftcriaiination  of 
his  judgment,  arid  the  goodue:is  of  his 
heart,  and  whose  knowledge  and  love 
of  eqwiiy  aiid  ja>iice  siootl  unri\a]led 
in  this  country  1  hey  could  not  sup- 
p^^^e  that  th**y  did  amiss,  or  sacrificed 
ii»eirown  characters  or  the  inter&ts 
of  the  cnn)pany,  in  following  his  fug- 
gesfions 

Mr.  Twining  was  unwilling  to  start 
any  question  on  the  rights  which  the 
directors  had  so  long  been  in  the  use 
of  exercising. 

Mr.  Grant  observed,  .that  the  pre- 
sent discussion  was  irregular,  there 
being  no  question  before  the  court. 
If  the  exercise  of  the  directors*  rights 
iu  the  dismissal  of  their  servants  was 
now  to  be  endeavoured  to  be  controll- 
ed, it  would,  he  was  afraid,  lead  to 
evils  ot  wh'ch  gentlemen  were  not 
aware.  1  hi^,  however,  would  come 
more  properly  to  be  disciissed  when 
the  motion  on  the  report  was  before 
them. — Atljourned. 

July  5. — A  general  court  of  pro- 
prietois  assembled  this  day,  pursuant  1 
to  adjourr.metit,  at  the  India  house, 
I^aclui!iall-«treet.  ■  The  procced'ngs 
of  the  fcimer  court  havi»ig  been  readi 
a<*coidmg  lo  the  usual  practice,  the 
ch?!uian  informed  the  meeting,  that 
this  was  a  general  court  of  prciprieion, 
continued  by  adjournment  from  the 
day  of  its  last  meeting,  to  consider  of 
tfic  report  of  a  select  committee  of 
the  Hv^use  of  Commons,  appointed  to 
uiquire  into  any  abuses  which  may 
have  existed  m  the  appoiutmeuts  of 
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writers,  cadets,  or  students,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  East  India  company. 

Mr.  Jackson  then  rose,  and  said, 
that  the  subject,  upon  which  he  pro- 
posed lo  trouble  the  court  with  some 
observations,  was  one  of  more  im- 
portance than  any  that  had  occupied 
the  attention  of  that  court  for  many 
years  past.  In  this  representation  of 
its  importance,  he  was  but  stating  the 
common  voice  of  the  public  upon  the 
subject — a  consideration  which  ren- 
dered it  absolutely  necessary  for  them' 
to  take  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons, 
with  tliat  degree  of  attention  and  de- 
liberation, which  he  trusted  the  court 
was  then  assembled  to  give  to  the 
matter  it  contained.  It  was  onueces- 
sary  for  him  to  state,  that  character 
was  of  as  much  consequence  to  public 
bodies  as  private  individuals :  and,  if 
essential  to  any  public  body,  it  must 
be  peculiarly  so  to  a  company  such  as 
that  which  was  subject  to  periodical 
renewals  of  its  pharter.  On  every 
such  occasion,  it  was  expected  that 
accounts  should  be  rendered  both  of 
its  situation  and  the  conduct  of  its 
affairs  ;  and  if  it  should  be  found  that 
such  accounts  were  unsatisfactory  or 
insufficient,  that  circumstance  would 
justify  the  putting  an  end  to  their 
charter,  in  the  same  manner  as  it 
would  the  extinction  of  any  other 
public  establishment  which  may  have 
frustrated  the  chief  purposes  of  its 
institution.  For  many  years  back, 
reports  have  gone  abroad  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  character  and  integrity  of 
the  East  India  company ;  and  unless 
some  timely  and  effectual  means  should 
be  taken  for  removing  them,  these 
'  reports  would  be  attended  with  the 
most  fatal  consequences.  So  far  back 
as  the  year  1798,  the  prevalence  of 
such  rumours  proceeded  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  some  inquiry  neces- 
sary. The  expediency  of  investiga- 
tion was  founded  on  allegations  that  at 
the  time  induced  the  directors  to  take 
up  the  subject.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  trace  tlie  painful  steps  of  the 
inquir}'  which  then  took  place,  nor  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  rendered 
ineffectual  5  it  was  only  necessary  for 


him  to  state,  that  the  result  of  that 
inquiry  presented  such  a  picture  of 
depravity,  such  a  record  of  corrupt  prac- 
tices, as  would  make  upon  the  minds, 
of  those,  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  subject  as  the  members  of  that 
court  wererf  a  most  unfavourable  im- 
pression. Upon  that  inquiry,  it  ap- 
peared that  corruption  prevailed  in  the 
disposal  of  East  India  patronage ;  and 
yet,  as  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  corruption  had  increased  rather 
than  been  diminished  since  that  pe- 
riod, notwithstanding  the  result  of 
that  inquiry.  If  he  forbore  lo  read 
the  whole  of  the  report,  it  was,  that 
he  might  not  take  up  unnecessarily  the 
time  of  the  court,  he  should  there- 
fore content  himself  with  reading  three 
or  four  instances  out  of  the  many  con- 
tained in  that  report,  as  the  grounds  of 
the  resolution  which  he  had  to  pro- 
pose, and  in  order  to  shew  to  the 
court  of  proprietors  the  necessity  of 
adopting  it.  The  committee  who  had 
made  this  report,  was  composed  of 
men  of  the  highest  integrity  and  ta- 
lents; men  no  less  distinguished  as 
statesmen,  than  for  the  amiable  and 
endearing  virtues  of  private  life  j  men 
influenced  by  no  partialities,  nor  ac- 
tuated by  any  motive  but  a  coiiscien- 
tious  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
public,  and  the  character  and  weKare 
of  the  company.  In  the  first  part  of 
their  report,  they  had  a  satisfactory 
duty  to  perform  in  stating,  that 
in  no  instance  could  they  find  that 
corruption  was  chargeable  upon 
any  individual  of  the  whole  body 
of  the  direction.  But  after  the 
performance  of  this  satisfactory  part 
of  their  duty,  the  comcbittee  pro- 
ceeded to  detail  between  twenty  and 
thirty  cases,  of  as  foul  and  scandalous 
transactions  as  had  ever  been  brought 
to  light.  Of  these  he  proposed  to 
read  a  few  to  the  court  ^  and  in  doing 
this,  he  assured  them,  that  he  did  not 
select  the  cases  with  a  view  to  press 
upon  any  panicular  names,  but  took 
three  or  four  of  them  as  they  occurred 
in  the  report.— (Her«  the  learned  gen^ 
tleman  read  ike  particulars^  as  detoxUi 
w  thfi   report,   of  the  mmination  q 
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ifessr^s.  Houghton i  Kelly,  and  Powers 
hy  Mr.  G.  A.  Rolinson,  Sir  Theophilus 
Mttcalfy  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  re- 
sp'*clively,  together  with  one  or  two 
other  cases,) -^Thtise  were  only  speci- 
mens of  the  nature  of  the  evil  which 
existed,  and  of  which  it  was  so  much 
their  interest  to  make  a  recurrence 
impossible.  The  report  then  wenr  on 
to  slate  the  oath  taken  by  the  directors, 
and  the  solemil  declaration  required 
to  be  made  by  the  parents,  or  the 
next  a-kin  of  the  persons  nominated  : 
and  it  was  certainly  matter  of  regret 
and  astonishment,  that,  as  appeared  by 
the  report,  in  several  instances,  the 
parties  who  thus  solemnly  signed  a 
declaration  to  the  contrary,  were  the 
very  persons  who  aegotiatcd  the  cor- 
rupt ba:  gain.     The  committee  might 

.  well  deplore  the  existence  of  such 
corrupt  practices  j  and  cor.clndo,  from 
iheir  frequency,  that  the  declaration 
was  not  sufficient  to  prevent  their 
recurrence.  The  report,  in  the  next 
place,  adverted  to  the  inquiry  of  \/()S  ; 
and  for  reasons  which  it  was  inipo-^si- 
ble  to  mistake.  They  wi.I.ed  to  hold 
up  to  the  company  a  mirror,  in  which 
they  might  behold  a  faithful  rcpre«;en- 
taiiqn  of  their  conduct,  and  entered 
into  a  detail  of  the  \vh(*le  of  t!ie  in- 
fjuiry  of  1/98,  for  no  other  purpos:e 
but  to  shew,  that  it  had  led  only  to  the 
disgrace  of  having  its  object  defeated. 
The  report  noticed  the  deficiency  of 
power  in  the  court  of  directors  to  sift 
these  transactions  to  the  bfittom  :  for 
though  the  dirt'ctofs  might,  in  other 
jespects,  pos.se*Js  adefjunie  povers,  the 
"want  of  power,  legally  to  j'lni'nistci^an 
cath,  must  ever  pre\e»i  thmi  from 
wholly  checking  sncli  nbn-os.  The 
next  point  noticed  in  (lu- r('{»j:  t,  was 
that  upon  which  the  ie^o!'i*i<;ri  he  had 
to  propose  was  founded.  Ji  w  is  stated 
by  the  committee,  th:it  from  the  pass- 
ing of  nominal  ions  through  many 
hands,  opportuni'ies  were  atiorded  for 
the  abuses  complaintul  of,  and  difficul- 
ties created  in  the  way  of  any  attempt 
to  prevent  them.  After  having  touched 
tipon  all  these  various  toj)ic8,  the  com- 
mittee concluded  with  an  admonition, 
^8  kindly  and  friendly,  as  it  was  clear 

^^mdcoxDprsbewve,  intimating  to  tlic 


company,  with  the  tenderness  of « 
parent,  that  if  they  did  not  correct  the 
abuses  themselves,  the  matter  would 
be  taken  up  by  a  stronger  arm;  bat 
that  this  interference  would  not  be 
resorted  to  until  they  should  shew 
themselves  inattentive  to  their  duty. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  it  wa« 
known  to  the  East  India  company, 
that  its  patronage  had  been  made  a 
subject  of  corrupt  traffic  5  and  that  it 
would  depend  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  court  that  day,  whether  such  abuse 
should  meet  a  permanent  check,  or  an 
eventual  encouragement ;  it  would  d6- 
pcnd  upon  their  conduct  that  day, 
whether  these  abuses  should  hereafter 
become  more  foul  and  rank  than  ever ; 
whether,  when  they  should  come  to 
the  question  respecting  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  the  weight  of  such  cor- 
ruptions should  operate  against  their 
claims,  or  the  public,  upon  a^full 
view  \  of  their  conduct  and  affairs, 
should  be  compelled  to  admits  that 
they  composed  a  body  worthy  of  tbt 
couridence  of  the  nation.  Before  they 
could  judge  of  the  resolution  he  had  to 
propose,  it  would  be  necessary  first  to 
consider  the  nature  of  the  evilj  se*- 
condly,  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy  h% 
had  to  submit ;  and  thirdly,  whether 
that  remedy  could  be  applied,  consist- 
ently with  justice,  to  the  members  of 
that  court,  within  or  without  the  bar. 
As  to  the  nature  of  the  evil,  he  was 
sure  it  would  be  allowed  to  be  the 
most  odious,'  disgrsiceful,  and  disgust- 
ing, that  could  exist  in  any  public 
body.  It  was  not  to  be  endured  that 
the  patronage  of  the  company  shouW 
be  made  an  object  of  traffic  from  A. 
to  B.  and  from  B.  to  C.  and  so  on, 
like  pawnbrokers*  duplicates.  Every 
person  must  admit  that  such  an  evd 
oujiht  to  be  done  away  with.  Such 
heii  g  the  nature  of  the  evil,  he  wai 
next  to  consider  what  was  the  cure 
that  could  be  applied.  In  order  to 
ascertain  that  point,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary previously  to  inquire  into  th€ 
manner  in  which  writers  and  cadets 
were  at  present  appointed:  and  here 
he  must  be  understood  not  to  charge 
the  present  bad  practice  upon  the 
directors  of  the  present  day«  nor  upoa 
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tl^ose  of  the  last  severi,  or  of  the  last 
forty  years.     The  existing   laxity  had 
grown   up  from  the  system  of  non- 
inquiry  which  had  so  long  prevailed. 
The    practice  was,   when  a   dircctur 
wished  to  oblige  a  young  gentleman, 
he  nominated  him  a. writer.     A  peti- 
tion was  then  presented  from  the  party 
nominated   to  the  court  of  directors, 
before  which  court  he  was  called  to 
verify  his  petition,  and  then  thorc  was 
very  little   other    inquiry  made,  but 
whether  he  was  a  natural-born  subject. 
The  matter  was  next  referred   to  the 
committee   of  correspondence,  befijre 
which  the  young  gentleman  wa*?  r.ever 
obliged  to  appear,  and  whose  inquiry 
was  confined  to  an  examination  of  his 
documents.     If  these  documents  were 
found  correct,  the  party  was  reported  a 
fit  person  for  liie  situation ;  and   the 
appointment  was  complete.     No  peti- 
tion was  necessary  in  the  case  of  ca- 
dets, as  in  that  of  writers  j  and  it  was 
impossible  to  ascertain  to  what  extent 
the  corruption   had  been  carried  under 
this  head,  the  committee  ever  having 
lamented,    that,    from   the  death   or 
absence  of  parties,   they   were  unible 
to  trace   many  of  the  cases  brought 
under  their  notice.     But   it  was  ob- 
vious that  the  twenty-one  cases,  upon 
which   they  reported,   could   not  have 
been   the  whole   of  what   had   taken 
place  in  seven  years,  Mr  Shee  having 
acknowledged  that,  in  the  course  of 
the    last    year,    he    had    .sold    four- 
teen writer  and  cadet  ships.     By  the 
proposition,  he  should  submit,  he  did 
not  mean  to   take  away  the  power  of 
appointment  from   the  directors,  but 
^he  wished   to  put  an   end  to  appoint- 
ments made  as  at  present,  by  the  dis- 
tribution  of    blank  cards ;  in   conse- 
quence of   which,  one  director    had 
admitted  that  it  was   not  always  that 
the  director  knew  the  young  gentler 
man   appointed.     ArnMher,   who   had 
promoted  the  inquiry  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  had  stated  that  he  had  been 
golicited  by  a  clergyman   to  appoint  a 
cadet }  not  because  the  young  gentle- 
man was  a  promising  lad,  and  likely  to 
make  a    good   soldier,  but   to  oblige 
Miss  Elizabeth   Spindler,  from  whom 
uertainlv  no  services  in  the  field  were 


to  be  expected.     (A  laugh.)    Such  an 
evil   as  this  it  was  that   his  resolution 
was  to   remedy ;    and    the   laxity  of 
practice  had  proceeded  to  such  an  ex* 
tent,  as  to  give  the  community  a  right 
to  complain. — The.  remedy  he  had  to 
propose  was,  that  all  writers,  cadets, 
and  students,   should   henceforth    be 
chosen   in  an  open  court  of  directors  ', 
that  the  court  .should  be  bound  to  put 
certain  interrogatories   to  the  director 
recommending  the  candidate,  and  also 
be  required   to  examine  into  the  cha- 
racter, connections,  and  qualifications, 
of  the  respective  cnndidates.     In  this 
latter  point   he  was  home  out  by  the 
authority  of  Lord    Cahiiereagh,  who, 
when  making  in  the   House  of  Cotu- 
mons  an  honest  and  ingenuous  expo- 
sure of,  perhaps,  an   indiscreet  trans- 
action,  and  asserted,   that   he  should 
never  recommend  ai)y  candidate  to  the 
court  of  directors,  until  he  ascertained 
his  character,  connections,  and  quali- 
fications to  be   unexceptionable.     He 
quoted  tiiis  authority,  because  it  might 
be  objected  that  the  writers  were  now 
first  sent  to  college,    where   they  may 
acquire  the  qualification,  though  they 
were  first  irrevocably  appointed. 

The  Chairman. — **  It  is  not  so.  My 
learned  friend  is  mistaken.'* 

Mr.  Jackson  was  ready  to  qualify  the 
expression,  if  under  a  mistake.     The 
petition  was,   that  the  candidate  may 
be  allowed  to  enter  the  college,  in  or- 
der to  qualify  himself  for  the  situation 
of  a  writer,  under  an  implied  promise 
that,  when  so  qualified,  he  should  be 
appointed  to  a  writcrbhip ;  and  there 
was  scarcely  a  single  instance,  or  but 
few,  whore  such  appointment  did  not ' 
take  place.    But  the  inquiry  he  recom- 
mended ought  to  be  made  j  because  a 
person  properly  qualified  might  be  de-  • 
ficient   in  rnoral  character,  and  conse- 
quently luifit  to  be  appointed  to  a  sitna- 
tioft  ill  India.      It  was  desirable  also, 
that  the  olher  point   respecting  candi- 
dates should  be  inquired  into,  in  order 
that  persons  who  were  to  be  appointed 
to  such  dignified   situations   in  India, 
and  might  become  heads  of  the  com- 
pany's council?,  should  be  ascertained 
to  be  of  suitable  connections..  He  did 
not  mean  Ov  this  to  imoose  anv  resttic* 
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tive  law  upon  the  co^rt  of  directors ; 
nor  should  he  have  proposed  it  at  all, 
if  he  had  not  asceitaiiied  its  necessity j 
by  pursuing  the  subject  through  all  its 
ramifications.  Wi*h  a  view  to  ihe  effi- 
cacy of  this  remedy,  he  preposed  that 
every  director,  who  recommended  a 
candidate,  should  make  a  declaration 
to  this  effect  :-^"  I,  A.  B.  have  fully 
inquired  into  the  character,  connec- 
tions, and  qualifications  of  C.  D.  who 
petiiions  the  court  of  directors  for' 
a  wriiership,  &c.  and  do  declare  that 
he  is  a  fit  f)erson  to  be  appointed  to  the 
situation  herein  mentioned."  When 
the  directors  shall  have  made  this  de- 
claration, he  should  propose  that  the 
young  gentleman  should  be  called  be- 
fore the  court,  and  examined  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  obtained  the  ap- 
pointment, and  also  interrogatories  put 
to  the  director  as  to  his  motives  to  the 
appointment.  It  was  impossible  for 
them  to  legislate  perfectly  5  yet  he  was 
not  profound  enough  to  anticipate  any 
objection  that  coidd  be  made  to  this 
.  measure,  but  was  convinced  that  he 
could  not  devise  any  better  means  of 
remedying  the  evil,  Let  it  even  be 
supposed,  that  what  was  staled  out  of 
doors  was  true,  could  they  imagine 
that  any  man  would  have  the  nerve, 
after  breaking  the  law  in  violation  of 
liis  oath,  to  come  before  thirteen  of 
his  colleagues,  and  make  soch  a  decla- 
ration with  so  many  means  of  being 
detected,  and  when  detection  would 
lead  to  infamy  and  ruin}  Besides, 
this  measure  would  not  supersede  any 
of  the  existing  checks,  nor  would  it 
prevent  the  court  from  resorting  to 
any  other  measures  which  miglit  here- 
after be  tliought  necessary.  (An  ap' 
plication  was  hare  made  to  the  chair, 
iy  Mr.  Lowndes,  to  have  one  of  ihe 
windows  opened,  as  he  wished  to  keep 
his  head  oud.)  It  might  be  objected^ 
thai  these  infiuiries  would  impose  an 
additional  dmy  upon  the  court  of  di- 
rectors.  He  did  not  think  they  would; 
because,  upon  an  average,  the  number 
-of  writers  and  cadets,  appointed  in  any 
year,  did  not  exceed  tin*  proportion  of 
one  a  day.  But  if  Q\ci\  the  directors 
were  to  liold  one  extra  court  a  week, 
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the  advantage  of  getting  rid  of  an  evil 
of  such  magnitude,  or  with  a  consi- 
deration of  such  indescribable  conse* 
quence  as  the  means  of  restoring^  the 
character  of  the  company,  and  re- 
instating the  members  on  a  level  with 
the  rest  of  their  countrymen,  which 
must  be  the  case,  if  it  were  once 
known  that  no  appointment  could  take 
place  but  in  open  court.  The  next 
|X)int  he  liad  to  consider  was,  whether 
the  remedy  he  proposed  was  as  just  as 
it  ought  to  be,  and  this  depended  upon 
the  question,  whether  his  mode  of  cor- 
recting the  evil  would  operate  to  the 
abridgment  of  the  present  patronage. 
His  object  was  regulation,  not  extinc- 
tion 5  and  he  would  not  be  warranted 
in  attempting,  by  a  side  wind,  to  do 
that,  which  would  more  properly  be  a 
subject  for  discussion  on  the  question 
respecting  the  renewal  of  their  char- 
ter. There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
patronage  had  originally  been  given 
for  the  seivice  of  the  public  and  of  the 
company,  though  it  had  afterwards 
become  a  personal  right.  But  when  it 
was  considered  that  there  was  no  office 
in  the  company's  service,  with  the 
sole  exception  of  the  governor-gene- 
ral, which  must  not  be  filled  up  from 
those  who  are  first  writers  or  cadets — 
when  they  considered  the  number  of 
troops  that  may  be  placed  under  the 
command  of  such  persons,  and  tbat 
very  often  even  the  happiness  of  mil- 
lions may  depend  upon  their  conduct — 
he  was  sure  that  court  would,  be  oi 
opinion  that  too  much  circumspection 
could  not  be  used  to  guard  against 
ignorance,  or  incompetence  in  the 
selection.  When  on  a  former  occa-r 
sion,  in  IJQg,  he  had  proposed  some 
tests  for  this  purpose,  an  honourable 
director,  not  now  in  the  direction,  bad 
calculated  the  number  of  persons  who 
had  been  appointed  since  1/93,  in  or- 
der to  cast  ridicule  upon  his  propoa=- 
tion,  by  shewing  the  number  of  oatU 
that  must  be  then  taken.  The  diflfe* 
rence  between  him  and  that  honour- 
able director  was,  that  whilst  the  ho- 
nourable director  calculated  the  nuno- 
ber  of  oaths,  he  was  calculating  the 
market- price  of  all  the  situations,  to 
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appoiDted,  which  amounted  to  one 
miilioo  six  hundred  thousand  pounds. 
Ai  to  the  question  of  patronage,  there 
were  diderent  opinions  entertained  up- 
on :h3t  head.  Some  contended  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  left  to  a  company  of 
mei  chants,  but  transferred  to  govern- 
ment. O'hers  again  asserted,  that  no 
free  constitution,  from  the  earliest  days 
of  Grtece  to  the  latter  days  of  Britain, 
conld  resist  a  government  possessed  of 
such  an  extent  of  patronage.  An  ho- 
nourable friend  of  his  had  proposed, 
that  these  places  should  be  sold  as  com- 
missions were  in  the  army  ^  whilst  a 
fourth  class  of  persons  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  patronage  should  be 
distribuM  amongst  a  certain  Dumb«r 
of  the  senior  proprietors,  whilst 
enough  of  patronage  would  still  be 
lett  to  the  directors.  This  latter  opi- 
nion was  not  without  authority;  be- 
cause, according  to  the  charters  of 
Elizabeth,  of  James  the  first,  and  of 
Charles,  all  agents,  factors,  and  ser- 
vants of  the  company  were  directed  to 
be  chosen  by  a  majority  of  that  court. 
He  objected  to  this,  because  it  was 
their  business,  who  sought  reform,  to 
shew  to  the  world  that  they  were  ac- 
tuated by  no  interested  motives ;  that 
they  were  animated  by' a  singleness  of 
heart  in  their  measures,  and,  when 
their  resolution  should  be  re  :d  abroad, 
that  they  might  appear  not  to  have 
~t>een  actuated  by  any  sordid  or  selfish 
cQusiderations.  He  was  of  opinion, 
therefore,  that  the  patronage  should 
run  as  before;  but  that,  in  place  of 
absolutely  nominating,  the  directors 
should  hereafter  recommend  the  can* 
didates  in  open  court,  atul  under  tlie 
limitations  he  had  before  stated.  There 
was  one  class  of  persons,  however, 
who  would  be  deprived  of  patronage 
by  his  resolution,  tlie  members  of  the 
board  of  controul.  It  was  illegal  for 
them  to  have  such  patronage;  and 
certainly  not  very  consistent  that  a 
board,  appointed  to  controul  the  direc- 
tors, should  receive  obligations  at  their 
hands.  One  of  the  greatest  men  this 
country  ever  product,  Mr.  Fox,  had 
lost  himself  by  an  endeavour  to  take 
this  patron^e  to  himself  and  his  party ; 
and  it  was  by  steering  clear  of  that 


object  in  his  India  bill,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
had  been  able  to  maintain  himself  in 
power.  The  situation  of  the  India 
company  at  present  resembled  what  it 
was  about  a  century  since.  In  the 
former  period,  the  same  suspicions  and 
rumours  prevailed  to  its  disadvantage  3 
and  the  ablest  pens,  as  well  as  the 
ablest  heads,  were  employed  against  it, 
whether  from  envy  of  its  prosperity, 
jealousy  of  its  power,  or  in  order  to 
promote  the  purposes  of  party.  The 
India  company,  however,  stood,  and^ 
the  charter  was  renewed,  though  the 
act  he  believed  bad  not  passed.  An 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  certain 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
respecting  the  orphans*  fund  in  the 
City,  kindled  the  same  burst  of  ge- 
nerous indignation,  which  had  recently 
taken  place,  and  an  inquiry  into  the 
affairs  of  the  East  India  company  was 
the  consequence.  It  was  then  found 
that  Sir  Thomas  Coke  had,  with  tbe 
consent  of  the  proprietors,  taken  from 
the  company  a  sum  of  100,'000).,  the 
application  of  which  he  refused  to  ac- 
count for,  and  w^s  in  consequence 
sent  to  the  Tower.  He  afterwards 
made  the  discovery,  and  the  duke  of 
Leeds  was  impeached  for^  having  re- 
ceived some  of  the  money.  When  it 
was  found  that  the  company  bad 
bribed  the  ministers  to  support  the 
renewal  of  their  charter,  and  distri- 
buted considerable  largesses  amongst 
members  of  Parliament  for  tbe  same 
purpose,  after  having  withstood  the 
ablest  attacks  of  the  roont  powerful 
men  and  parties,  it  sunk  under  the 
weight  of  this  corrupt  transaction,  and 
the  new  company  was  appointed* 
Even  admitting  therefore  that  tbe  pa- 
tronage of  the  company  was  most 
purely  disposed  of,  they  should  disarm 
even  suspicion,  especially  if  they  con- 
sidered the  use  that  would  be  made  of 
it  by  their  enemies,  where  they  could 
not  be  present  to  contradict  or  refute 
them.  It  was  for  that  reason  that  he 
proposed  to  leave  out  his  majesty's 
ministers,  from  those  who  "should  have 
the  pewer  of  recomaaending.  Having 
stated  the  grounds  of  his  resolution, 
he  should  then  submit  it  in  form  for 
the  approbation  of  the  court.    '^  He- 
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solved,  that  this  court  having  taken 
into  its  serious  consideration,  the  re- 
port of  the  29th  of  March  laid  before 
it,  purporting  to  be  a  r^eport  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons, 
appointed  to  inquire  into  ihe  existence 
of  corrupt  practices  in  the  appoint- 
ments of  writers  and  cadets,  cannot 
but  express  its  deep  regret  at  the  cor- 
rupt and  improper  transr.ctions  therein 
disclosed;  and  while  it  observes  with 
pleasure  that  t^e  cammittce  acquits 
the  directors  of  being  parties  to  such 
corruption,  it  is  decidedly  of  opinion,\ 
that  more  circumspection  should  be 
tised  in  the  appointment  of  writers, 
cadets,  and  students."  The  remainder 
of  the  resolution  embraced  the  va- 
rious regulations  so  ably  detailed  and 
explained  by  Mr.  Jackson,  in  the 
course  of  his  speech. 

On  the  question  being  read — 
Colonel  ScoCt  rose  10  second  the 
motion  of  the  learned  gentleman.  The 
patronage  of  the  directors  ought  to  be 
disposed  of  to  promote  the  interests 
©f  the  India  company,  and  of  those 
who  had  long  and  faithfully  served  it. 
The  able  speech  of  the  learned  gen- 
tleman who  preceded  him,  rendered  it 
unnecessary  for  him  to  go  as  much  at 
length  into  the  subject  as  he  had  first 
intended.  He  should  only  say,  that 
the  appointntent  of  writers  and  calets 
would  afford  them  a  noble  opportunity 
of  serving  the  company  and  the  pub- 
lic. It  would  t>e  honourable  to  them 
if  they  were  to  look  oiu  for  the  de- 
scendants of  those  who  had  died  pen- 
nyless  in  their  service.  He  should 
mention  one,  the  case  of  Colonel 
Montague,  who  had  fallen  honourably 
before  Seringapatam,  leaving  three  fine 
youths  unprovided  for.  The  selectron 
of  such  pes  sons  would  be  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  party,  and  an  tionour  to 
t.he  directors.  He  had  only  to  add  his 
hope  that  the  resolution  wonld  be 
Agreed  to. 

Mr,  Lowndes  stait^d  the  case' of  an 
uncle  of  his,  who,  after  27  years  ser- 
Tice  in  the  East  India  company,  never 
arrived  at  a  higher  situation  than  first 
mate  of  a  company's  ship.  The  rea- 
son of  his  not  rising  was,  th^t  he  was 
too  honest,  and  would  not  conoive  at 


abuses.  When  he  retired,  there  vat 
no  provision  for  him,  and  if  he  bad 
not  had  a  private  fortune,  he  might 
have  been  a  beggar.  This  was  an 
abuse  of  the  patronage  of  the  direc- 
tors. He  thought  it  was  a  very  proper 
suggestion  that  a  line  of  distinciioa 
sljould  be  drawn  between  those  whose 
parents  had  rendered  service  to  the 
company,  and  strangers.  He  con- 
cluded by  expressing  his  opinion,  thai 
the  eloquence  of  his  honourable  fiiend 
(Mr.  Jackson)  was  of  a  description 
equal  to  what  bad  t)een  said  of  an 
ancient  poet,  *'  that  he  would  move 
stocks  and  stones."  His  honourable 
friend,  who  had  the  most  conciliaHn* 
manner,  had  proposed  such  things  as 
probably  the  court  would  find  it  neces- 
.sary  to  enforce  most  strongly,  when 
the  application  should  be  made  for  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Samuel  Dixon  professed  him- 
self to  be  unused  to  addressing  that 
court,  and  to  be  so  little  acquainted 
with  the  directors,  as  not  to  feel  any 
particular  interest  beyond  what  te 
conceived  his  duty,  in  the  observations 
he  should  make.  He  thought  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Jackson)  had 
rede  his  hobby  at  rather  too  great  a 
pace.  He  did  not  object  to  what  had 
been  proposed,  but  he  thought  that  the 
proposition  ought  to  have  come  in  the 
shape  of  a  recommendation  to  the 
court  of  directors,  and  not  as  a  reso- 
lution of  the  court  of  proprietors.  It 
was  very  true  that  the  trafficking  in 
East  India  patronage  was  most  scan- 
dalous. He  could  mention  not  only 
twenty  men  who  were  brokers  in  this 
sort  of  patronage,  bqt  he  could  raen- 
tion  a  number  of  ladies  also.  When 
ft  clergyman  recommended  a  gentle- 
man on  the  part  of  Elizabeth  Spindler, 
it  Vould  not  be  supposed  that  this  re- 
commendation was  on  account  of  any 
fitness  in  the  object  to  perform  ser- 
vices in  the  field.  Another  instance 
had  occurred  of  a  director  owing  his 
power  of  nomination  to  a  Mr  Scotr, 
a  tailor,  from  knowledge  of  his  wife 
about  twenty  years  before.  He  thought 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  recommend 
the  consideratioB  of  these  things  ta 
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the  directors ;  but  he  could  not  approve 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Rigby  thought  that  it  would  be 
degrading  to  the  court  of  proprietors 
to  use  nny  other  language  but  that  of 
.firmness  and  independence.  They 
•were  the  conservators  of  their  own 
Tights  and  liberties. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  thought,  that  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Samuel  Dix- 
on) uho  had  spoken  lately  in  the  dis- 
cussion, had  shewn  the  indifference  he 
had  professed.  He  had  not  even  taken 
the  trouble  of  informing  himself  re- 
specting the  constitution  of  the  company 
or  its  practice.  If  he  had  in  the  least  at- 
tended to  the  constitution  of  the  compa- 
ny, he  would  not  have  delivered  the 
opinion  that  such  a  resolution  as  was 
proposed  was  contrary  either  to  the 
constitution  or  the  practice.  In  point 
of  fact,  it  was  much  more  regular  that 
the  resolution  should  come  forward  in 
the  general  court,  than  that  it  should 
originate  with  the  directors.  If  it  had 
originated  with  the  directors,  they 
roust  themselves  have  brought  it  before 
the  court  for  its  confirmation  in  shape 
of  a  bye-law. 

Mr.  Grant  (the  chairman)  then  rose 
and  said,  that  after  what  he  had  stated 
at  the  last  court  of  the  anxious  wish 
that  was  felt  both  by  him  dud  the 
whole  court  of  directors,  to  forward 
erery  thing  which  could  place  in  the 
clearest  light  the  purity  of  the  compa- 
ny and  the  coort  of  directors  ;'  he  ho- ' 
ped  it  would  not  be  considered  neces- 
sary for  him  to  repeat  at  any  length 
the  same  statements.  He  should  now 
state,  that  it  was  neitlicr  his  intention, 
nor  the  intention  of  any  of  his  brother 
directors,  to  give  any  opposition  to  any 
measures  which  the  court  of  proprie- 
tors thought  necessary  to  preserve  the 
purity  or  the  character  of  the  East  In- 
dia company.  He  would  venture  to 
say,  howotr.  that  no  member  of  the 
court  felt  more  painfully  than  the  di- 
rectors, at  finding  that  there' had  been 
snch  an  abuse  of  patronage  as  was  ta- 
ken notice  of  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  commons. 

In  vindication  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, he  should,  however,  feel  it  his 
doty  to  state,  that  all  the  efficient  mea- 

ctiFPfi  which  had  hm^n  t.ik<»n  tn  rpmnvft 


the  abuses  of  patronage  had  originated 
from  them.  It  was  the  court  of  direc- 
tors who  suggested,  in  17y3,  the  oath 
that  was  now  required  :  it  was  the 
court  of  directors,  who,  in  1 793,  sug- 
gested tlic  inquiry,  and  they  had  also 
suggested  an.i  moved  for  the  inquiry 
in  the  case  from  which  the  report  of 
the  house  of  commons  was  made,  that 
was  the  subject  of  the  present  inquiry. 

At  th«  same  tims  that  he  said  that 
neither  he  nor  any  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors were  inclined  to  oppose  the 
present  resolution,  he  could  not  avoid 
making  some  observations  on  the  state- ' 
ments  which  I.ai  been  made  by  the 
hon.  Mover. — He  neither  agreed  in 
all  the  statements,  nor  could  he  ad- 
mit that  the  efficiency  of  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  such  as  had  been  repre- 
sented. He  could  not  admit  that  there 
had  been  a  general  carelessness  and 
laxity  about  these  recommendations  j 
although  that  might  have  been  the 
case  in  particular  instances,  he  by  no 
means  believed  this  carelessness  ex- 
tends to  the  great  body  of  directors. 

He  could  by  no  means  allow  that 
there  was  so  little  care  as  had  been  re- 
presented, in  the  examination  of  youths 
appointed  for  writerships.  Besides 
the  solemn  declaration  of  the  directors 
who  recommended  him,  there  was  al- 
ways a  considerable  degree  of  inquiry 
as  to  his  connections,  qualifications, 
&c.  The  students  admitted  at  the 
college  at  Hertford,  were  by  no  means 
irrevocably  appointed  as  writers  3  but, 
on  the  contrary,  there  were  many  m- 
stances  of  students,  whose  character 
and  attainments  were  not  suthcient  to 
procure  them  that  situation  ;  and  who 
were,  consequently,  withdrawn /from 
the  school.  As  to  the  advertisement 
for  procuring  those  appointments,  he 
by  no  means  considered  them  as  proof, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  believed  that  nine 
times  out  of  ten  they  were  inserted  on 
speculation,  and  after  a  chapman  was 
found,  then  the  interest  began  to  pro- 
cure the  appointment.  As  to  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  directors,  he  firmly  be- 
Tieved  that  there. was  no  mode  which 
could  be  pointed  out  in  which  the  pa* 
tronage  of  India  could  be  less  noxious 
to  this  country,  {jlpplause)  As  tc 
what  had  been  said  of  oroorietorfi  8har< 
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ing  in  it,  when  the  persons  appointed 
were  mere  supercargoes  of  vessels,  it 
"was  formerly  settled  by  the  public  vote 
of  the  court  of  proprietors,  but  never 
in  th'j  wav  that  had  been  mentioned  of 
oiil  proprietors  having  a  certain  patro- 
nage. The  whole  state  of  the  compa- 
ny and  their  servants,  had  changed 
since  that  ciisis,  and  he  believed  tl»at  a 
better  mode  could  not  be  pointed  out 
than  the  present.  As  to  the  general 
mode  in  which  the  directors  exercised 
their  patronage,  he  would  challenge 
the  country,  he  would  challenge  the 
world,  to  point  out  under  that,  govern- 
ment, or  in  what  country,  more  meri- 
to:Iou!»  functionarios,  both  civil  and 
miliwry,  had  ever  been  seleciedf  than 
those  who  jvere  in  the  service  of  the 
East  India  company.  (  Loud  applause,) 
As  to  the  point  which  bad  been 
stated  of  their  violating  the  law,  in  al- 
lowing some  patronage  to  the  president 
of  the  board  of  controul,  and  others  of 
his  majesty's  ministers,  he  considered 
that  minor  sacrihces  of  this  sort  might 
sometimes  be  essentially  necessary  for 
the  interest  o(  a  corporation  Ike  the 
East  India  company,  (This  expression 
appeared  to  produce  some  murmurs  of 
disapprobation.)  '  He  begged  leave   to 

•  state  the  thing  in  another  way.  Sup- 
posing he  had  patroiuige  to  dispose  of, 
and  U'h  it  his  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
East  India  company,  to  oppose  mea- 

•  siirt.s  proposed  by  the  president  of  the 
b.)ard  of  cnntroui  j  in  such  a  case  al- 
though he  hoped  he  never  would  desert 
from  his  duty  io  the  company,  yet, 
for  their  interest,  and  in  order  to  prove 
that  his  opposition  was  from  no  per- 
sonal hostjhiy,  and  that  he  hrid  no  per- 
sonal ill-wiil  to  the  president  of  t^e 
board  of  controul,  be  might  be  very 
ready  to  confer  a  personal  iict  of  friend- 
ship of  this  sort,  wiihuut  aiiy  other 
view  than  the  interest  of  the  company. 

Every  body  knew  that  when  there 
w^re  differences  of  opinion,  tho  mo- 
tives were  often  n)istaken ;     and  lie 
thought  it  might  be  sometimes beneiicial 
to  the  company  to  «<hew  i4iat  there  was 
I        no  personal  hostility  to  the  meoibers  oi 
his  majesty's  government.     The  next 
I        idea  that  had  been  started,  which  ap- 
^^P^ared  to  him  to  require  an-  answer 


was — the  patronage  of  the  directors 
ought  always  to  be  exercised  in  favour 
of  the  children  of  the  servants  of  the 
company.  On  this  point  he  should 
state  what  he  thought  could  not  be  de- 
nied, that  there  was  no  service  in  the 
world  in  which  such  attention  was  paid 
both  to  tlie  servants  (particularly  in  the 
military  line,)  and  their  families,  as  in 
the  service  of  the  East  India  company 
(applause).  Having  so  stated,  be 
would  say,  that  he  thought  that  it 
would  degrade  and  sink  the  character 
of  the  service,  if  it  were  supposed  that 
any  one  was  born  witli  a  sort  of  here- 
ditary right  to  be  employed  by  the 
company.  He  had  heard  a  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rigby)  speak  of  the  tone  of  in- 
dependence that  became  the  proprie- 
tors. It  was  his  belief  that  there  was 
no  question  about  power  or  indepen* 
dence  between  the  directors  and  pro- 
prietors. Each  of  them  wished  an- 
xiously, sincerely,  and  honestly  for  the 
good  of  the  company. — Slaving  made 
these  observations,  he  did  not  mean, 
nor  did  any  of  the  directors  wish  to 
give  any  opposition  to  the  resolution. 

Along  and  desultory  conversation 
then  took  place,  in  which  the  chair- 
man took-  an  opportunity  to  explaiOf 
that  as  to  the  case  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Lowndes  of  his  uticle,  the  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  .shipping  interests  of  the. 
company  were  the  servants  of  the  ship- 
owners, and  not  of  the  company  3  but 
that  notvvitlistanding,  there  was  an  ex- 
cellent institution  at  Poplar,  for  dccaj- 
c^d  otiicers  and  mariners  in  the  service 
of  tiie  company. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr. 
Jackson  was  passed  unanimously. 

Aitother  resolution  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Jackson,  and  agreed  to,  for  the 
thanks  of  the  court  to  Mr.  Smith, 
who  moved i  and  Mr.  Grant  who  sc* 
conded  in  parliament  the  motion  for  an 
inquiry  into  the'  state  of  East-India 
patronage,  as  also  to  such  directors  as 
being  members  of  parliament  voted  for 
i  he  same.  *■:■ 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  then  proposed, 
and  Mr.  Jackson  seconded,  the  publi* 
cation  of  those  resolutions,  both  by  giv- 
ing copies  to  the  proprietors  aiul  io- 
serting  them  in  the  public  papen. 
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This  gave  rise  to  some  debate.  The 
motion  was  objected  to  by  Messrs. 
Grant  and  Elphinstone,  on  the  ground 
of  its  conveying  to  the  public  an  idea 
of  some  serious  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  directors.  Xhis  was  disowned 
onthe  part  of  the  mover  and  seconder, 
and  it  was  finriUy  rer>()lvt  d.  that  the  re- 
solutions should  be  pjblisiied  j  but  that, 
at  the  same  time,  the  resolutions  vo- 
luntarily entered  into  by  the  court  of 
director^)  should  be  also  published. 
—Adjourned. 

Septetuler  2. 

This  day  a  quart ?r!y  general  court 
was  held  at  the  India  l).)use,  which 
was  rt*>j>ectably  attended.  After  the 
usual  furms, 

The  chi^.irman  (Mr.  Grant)  sub- 
milted  a  resolution  (»f  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, re-appoiiitin^  of  Mr.  Thos. 
Locke,  one  of  ^hk*.  carets  dn  the  Ma- 
dras establlshmeiit,  who  hal  l>eei»  dis- 
missed, in  coi;*ienneniV  i>t  li.iving  cor- 
ruptly obtained  their  appolfiiinent  in 
service.  He  then  moved,  That  the 
said  resolariou  be  confirmed,  under 
the  condition,  that  he  be  considered 
as  having  entered  the  service  de  novo. 
Which  motion  passed  unan-.nously. 
SiH  Edward  Pellew. 

Mr.  Heriott,  adverting  to  tlie  com- 
plaints which  had  been  made  in  a  for- 
mer general  court,  asked  if  an\  infor- 
mation had  been  recaved  by  the  court 
of  directors  relative  to  the  protection 
of  the  commerce  in  the  Indian  seas  ? 

The  chairman  expreshcd  his  obliga- 
tions to  the  honourable  proprietor  for 
calling  attention  to  the  subject.  After 
what  had  passed  at  a  preceding  court. 
It  becanie,  perhaps,  the  duty  of  the 
chair  to  take  further  notice  of  the  sub- 
ject. At  that  time,  the  court  were 
totally  uninformed,  they  possessed  no 
documents,  and  only  one  side  of  the 
question  was  heard;  a  matter  to  be 
regretted,  where  the  characters  of  pub- 
lic and  professiooal  men  were  con* 
cemed;  the  sobfect  had  not  been 
brought  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
directors  by  either  party,  but  the  com- 
plaints having  originated  in  the  gene- 
ral court,  it  was  but  fair  It  should 
hear  the  defence  also.     Documents 


bad  been  received  since  the  question 
was  agitated,  the  substance  of  which 
was  as  follows  ;  viz: — 

'*  That  Sir  E.  Pellew,  previous  to 
his  knowledge  of  the  memorial  against 
him  from  the  Bengal  merchants  to  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  had  stated  to 
the  Bengal  government,  that  he  had 
always  been  of  opinion,  that  the  onljr 
effectual  protection  of  the  trade  was 
the  establishment  of  regular  convoys. 
That  he  had  early  stated  this  to  the 
Bengal  merchants,  and  oflTered  to 
make  an  arrangement  for  regular  con- 
voys ;  but  they  preferred,  for  the  sake 
of  an  early  market,  to  run  as  single 
ships ;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  when 
under  convoy,  broke  from  their  con- 
voy. That  in  the  months  of  August, 
September,  October,  and  November, 
I8O7,  when  the  Bengal  merchants 
stated  that  their  trade  was  left  wholly 
without  defence,  and  many  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  lying  idle  in  the  Madras 
roads,  there  were  fifteen  sail  of  ships 
stationed  at  different  parts  of  the  bay 
for  the  protection  of  the  trade,  besides 
other  ships  continually  intersecting  the 
bay  J — more,  on  account  of  repairs 
and  necessary  services,  could  not  be 
afforded. 

*'  That  the  Bengal  government,  ia 
their  letter  to  the  court  of  directors, 
express  their  entire  corftiction,  that 
every  attention  has  been  paid  by  Sir 
Edward  Pellew  to  the  protection  of 
the  bay  of  Bengal  against  the  enemy's 
cruizers,  consistent  with  a  due  atten- 
tion to  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service. 

"  That  the  memorial  against  the 
conduct  of  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  by  the 
Bengal  merchants^  was  forwarded  to 
those  of  Bombay  for  signatures,  and 
there  unanimously  rejected. 

"  That  the  Bombay  merchants  so- 
licited, and  invariably  received,  regu- 
lar convoy  for  iheir  trade  j  and  the 
only  instance  of  capture  which  oc- 
curred, was  when  ships  had  deserted 
convoy. 

**  That  had  the  Bengal  merchants 
accepted  a  similar  scheme  of  protec- 
tion, their  property  would  have  been 
equally  secured,— a  scheme  whichj 
however,  they  had  finally  adopted.'* 
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The  chairman  then  represented, 
that  the  Bombay  consultations  of  that 
period  had  not  been  received,  but  he 
had  seen  resolutions  of  the  merchants 
of  Bombay,  with  an  address  to  Sir 
Edward  Peliew,  dated  the  19th  May, 
1808,  with  about  eighty  signatures, 
illustrating,  in  the  strongest  mnnner, 
the  anxious  attention  of  Sir  E.  Peliew 
to  the  security  of  {he  trade,  and  also 
the  complete  success  of  the  measures 
adopted  by  him. 

"  l*i)ai  Sir  Edward  Peliew  first 
•uggesied  the  system  of  regular  con- 
voys, the  inunediate  effect  of  which 
was  a  decrease  of  50  per  cent,  on  pre- 
miums of  insurance.'* 

The  chairman  concluded,  with  pro- 
ducing a  letter,  addressed  .10  him  from 
Mr.  Edward  Parry,  the  late  chairman, 
stating,  that  he,  as  well  as  other  pro- 
prietors, when  the  subject  was  intro- 
duced in  the  general  court,  was  for- 
cibly impressed  with  an  opinion  that 
Wame  must  be  imputable  somevhere, 
and  had  expressed  hiiuself  to  that 
effect,  but  his  information  of  various 
official  documa«ts  having  been  re- 
ceived since  i.e  left  the  chair,  had 
changed  his  opinion,  and  made  him 
regret  that  only  one  side  of  the  ques* 
tion  had  been  heard  in  the  general 
court  J  he,  therefore,  requested  that 
the  chairman  would  take  a  convenient 


opportunity  of  reporting  his  sentiments 
to  the  proprietors^  and  at  the  same 
time  correct  a  report  in  the  news- 
papers, of  his  speech  at  the  general 
court  before- mentioned,  wherein  be  it 
stated  to  have  asserted,  in  addition  to 
some  observations  on  the  general  sub- 
ject, that  the  naval  commander-in- 
chief  had  been  jecalled.  If  he  used 
any  words  that  could  warrant,  or 
countenance,  such  a  statement  in  the 
report,  it  was  matter  of  additional  re- 
gret to  him,  feeling  as  he  did,  how 
much  it  was  due  to  public  men,  that 
their  characters  should  be  subject  to 
no  unfounded  imputation ;  but  as- 
suredly he  could  mean  no  more  than 
that  Sir  Edward  Peliew  was,  in  the 
usual  rotation  of  command,  on  the 
way  home;  for  no  intbrmation  had 
been  received  that  he  had  been  re- 
called, and  he  (Mr.  Parry)  had  since 
learned  that  the  fact  wasdirectly  other- 
wise—that  Sir  Edward  Peilew  him- 
self, some  time  before,  applied  for 
leave  to  return,  on  account  of  ill 
healtli,  and  that,  after  some  delay,  this 
permission  was  given  him,  on  the 
ground  of  his  own  request. 

Mr.  Hcriolt  returned  his  acknow- 
ledgments ;br  an  explanation,  which 
afforded  him  very  great  satisfaction. 

The  court  then  adjourned  sine  die. 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  PARLIAMENT 

RELATIVE   TO    THE 

AFFAIRS    OF    INDIA, 
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DURING 

THE    TIIIRt)     SESSION    OP  THE   SECOND    PARLIAMENT  OP  TH«    UNITED 
KINGDOMS   OF   GREAT  BRITAIN    AND  IRELAND, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  Feb.  23. 
East  Indian  Committee. 

Mr.  Dundas  rose  to  move  for  a  re- 
Bewa^  of  the  c^mmiitee  which  hnd 
sal  last  session  on  East  Iiniia  afiuiirs. 
1  he  house  would  recollect  that  last 
session  a  petition  had  been  presented 
from  the  East  India  company,  praying 
for  a  settlement  of  accounts  with  the 
public,  and  also  for  aid.  On  this  a 
committee  had  been  appointed,  and 
though  it  had  performed  the  duty  to  a 
considerable  extent,  yet  there  were 
various  points  which  still  remained  to 
be  considered.  The  finances,  the 
trade,  and  several  other  matters  had 
not  been  so  thoroue;hly  inspected  as 
they  o\.\g{\\  to  he.  He  slated  last  year, 
that  it  wo'ild  be  most  proper  to  appoint 
such  persc^ns  as  were  most  conversant 
with  Ea:>t  India  affiirs — he  would  now 
move  for  the  re-appointment  of  the 
same  j^ersons.  with  the  exception  of 
two,  who  said  that  it  would  be  very 
inconvenient  for  ihtJiU  to  attend.  The 
excepiions  wwue  Mr.  Grenville  and 
Mr.  llobhou-e ;  niid  in  their  places, 
he  would  pi».;ju»-o  lord  Temple  and 
Mr.  Addin^u>ii.  ile  concluded  by 
moving  for  a  committee,  &c. 

Mr.  Creevey  observed,  that  he  had 
several  objections  to  the  plan,  of  con- 
stituting the  committee,  as  it  had  been 
be-  re  consiituted,  and  he  conceived 
this  lobeaproper  lime  for  briefly  staling 
these  objections.  For  the  purpose  of 
placing  these  o"bjections  in  a  just  light, 
'  *      — J  *~  *•-"  -««."« nrt ; I t#»«fl  thnt  I\ad 


been  appointed  on  the  motions  of  Mr. 
Burke  and  lord  Melville.  On  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  by 
lord  Melville,  had  been  formed  the 
board  of  controul,  and  members  would, 
no  doubt,  recollect  how  his  lordship 
had  come  down  session  afler  session, 
with  congratulations  to  himself  and 
to  the  country,  upon  the  prosperous 
state  of  our  empire  in  the  east,  owing 
to  his  system.  1  he  noble  lord  oppo- 
site (Castlereagh),  who  had  been  edu- 
cated in  his  school,  fpllowed  bis  steps 
exactly,  and  repeated  his  congratula- 
tions. In  leoCi,  however,  when  ano- 
ther noble  lord  (Morpeth),  a  friend 
of  his,  held  a  situation  in  the  board  of 
controul,  a  very  different  statement 
was  produced.  In  1807,  the  compa- 
ny had  come  to  the  house  with  a  peti- 
tion that  they  might  be  allowed  to 
borrow  money  upon  their  bonds.  He 
resisted  that  unless  they  would  consent 
to  make  a  complete  disclosure  of  their 
affairs.  This  they  promised  in  th« 
following  session,  and  a  committee  » 
was  accordingly  app:4Uted.  The  house 
was  aware  oi  the  iniportance  and  ex- 
lent  of  the  mntteis  to  be  inquired 
into.  The  house  had  passed  a  resolu- 
tion disapproving  of  further  conquests  ; 
but  instead  of  adhering  to  the  plan 
K 'onmiended  in  this  resolution,  the 
Indian  politieians  persevered  in  their 
destructive  schemes,  till  a  great  num- 
b(*r  of  the  native  princes  were  destroy- 
ed, and  the  greater  part  of  their  do- 
minions added  to  the  territories  of  the 
company.  All  the  predictions  with 
respect  to  their  finances  had  failed, 
excent  that  in  one  instance  thev   had 
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performed  a  part  of  their  engagements 
to  the  public,  by  paying  500,0001. 

The  debt,  which  was  to  have  been 
liquidated'  long  -before    the  time  at 
which  he  Was  speaking,  bad  cortteta-it- 
ly  increased.     It  was* impossible  there 
could  be  a  grosser  case.     In  addition 
to  this,  the  committee  had  to  consider 
the. declaration  of   all   the  directors, 
excepting  one,    that  the  wars  of  the 
marquis  Wellesley  were  the  cause  of 
their    embcrra^stnenis — that    he    had 
acted  in    v!t)iation  of  their  Jaws,  and 
•  bad  introduced  into  India  a  system  of 
coJnplete    desjwiism.     What    subject 
could  be  more  gr  ive  and  urgent  than 
this?  The  whole  caises  of  the  disap- 
pointments experienced  for  suchia  long 
series  of  years  j  even  the  utility  of  the 
system  of  contmul  might   be  called  in 
question,  as  well  as  thec'onduct  of  all 
those  connected  with  it.     There  might 
also  appear  some  reason  to  conclude 
that  the  conduct  of  the  directors  them- 
selves <  ugh  I  to  be  airaigieJ,  and  yet 
the  committee,  selected  to  inquire  into 
all  these  transactions,   were  the  very 
persons  whose  conduct  might  be  call- 
in      question,     as     conuecied      with 
these    transactions,      and    ihey    were 
thus  to  sit  in  judgVneut  an  themselves 
and  their  system.     (Hear!  hear!) 

There  never  was  such  a  mo-^kory  of 
inquiry  before.  The  person  who  pro- 
posed the  commitiee,  and  those  of 
vliom  it  was  to  be  composed,  was 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  board  of 
controul,  and  ntiarly  connected  with 
its  founder;  and,  therefore,  it  was  to 
i>e  presumed,  that  none  of  the  com- 
mittee could  be  so  uncivil  as  open  the 
Jip  against  that  system,  or  deny  its 
utility.  And  though  the  marquis 
could  not  be  in  that  committee,  yet 
rare  was  taken  to  place  his  connec- 
Jiops  there  i  and  the  honoural>le 
baronet  (Sir  John  Anstruther),  who 
was  the  friend  of  the  marquis  Wel- 
lesley, and  had  been  intimately  con- 
nected with  his  system,  in  his  capacity 
of  chief  judge  of  Bengal,  was  to  be 
the  chairman  of  this  committee ! 

Would  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleaian  say  a  word  upon  the  despotic 
system  of  the  marquis  Wellesley  ?  But 
then  it  might  be  said,  that  two  of  the 


were,  however,  suing  the  eommittee 
for  money,  something  in  the  manner 
of  paupers,    and  il.ey  were,    out  of 
doors,  suing  the  h^uurable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Dundas)   for  a  renewal  of 
their  charter.     It  was  not  probable, 
umier  these  circumstances,  that   they 
would  be* very  obstinate  in  their  objec- 
tion, to  whatever   policy  the  honour- 
aole  gentleman  should  approve.     But 
it  might  be  said  again,  how  could  we 
get  information  on  these  subjects,  un- 
less the  committee  was  composed  of 
such   as  were  most  conversant   with 
these  matters.    The  best  way  to  come 
at  information  was  by  the  examinatioa 
of  records  and  of  witnesses.     Those 
persons  most  capable  of  giving   infor- 
mation might  be  examined  by   impar- 
tial, though  unlearned  persons,    and 
muoh   more  good  would  result.   -  As  a 
confirmation  of  this  he  mentioned  the 
result  of  the  labour  of  the  unlearned 
committee  of  Mr.  Barke,  which,   by 
the  examination  of  witnesses  and  re- 
cords, had  produced  a  report  abound- 
ing in  information.    The  information 
given  in  by  lord  Melville*s  committee 
was  not  so  profound  and  ample  5  but 
the   rejjorts  of  both   were  admirable, 
when    compared   with   the  miserable 
production  of  last  year  by  these  know- 
ing gentlemen.     He  blamed  the  coro- 
miuee  also  for  not   producing  the  do- 
cument for  which  he  had  moved  last 
year.     It  was  the  very  worst  commit- 
tee that  could  be  appointed,  if  the  ob- 
ject was  to  give  accurate  in  formation 
to  the   public.     I'he  great  object  of 
Bonaparte  was  to  get    to  India ;  and 
he  had  already  attempted  to  pave  the 
way  to  that  object.     He   had  been 
successful  at  the  court  of  Persia  j  and 
if   he  could    reach   our  Indian   pos- 
sessions,    he    could    not    have    two 
better  allies  than  the  emban*assment 
of  the  finances,  and  the  alienation  of 
the  natives.    {Hear,  hear  !)     A  com- 
mittee of  this  kind  was  calculated  to 
preclude,  and  not  to  elicit  inlbrmfi- 
tion,  and  therefore  he  protested  against 
the  proposition. 

Sir  Arthur  iVelltsley  thought  it  ra- 
ther an  odd  way  for  selecting  a  com- 
mittee, to  fix  opon  those  persons, 
who  were  ignorant  of  the  business  to 
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elusion  of  those  who  were  informed 
on  the  subject.    The  hon.  gentleman 
had  objected  to  him  (Sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley)  in  a  pointed,  lie  might  almost 
say  in  a  personal  manner,  but  he  ap- 
pealed to  that  honourable  gentleman 
as  to  the  line  of  conduct  pursued  by 
him  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  late  committee.     He  begged  leave 
to  observe,  that  it  could  not  be  owing 
to  any  material  difference  as  to  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  views   with    respect  to 
£ast  India  politics,  for  he  (Sir  Arthur) 
had  divided  with  that  honourable  gen- 
tleman on  a  question  of  no  trifling  im- 
portance that  had  been    before  that 
committee,  and  he  did    assure    that 
honourable  gentleman, '  that  of  this  he 
might  be  sure,  that  whenever  the  con- 
duct of  bis  noble  relation   came  be- 
fore  that  committee,  the  fullest  and 
the  most  rigid  inquiry  into  that  con-* 
duct  should  at  all  times  have  his  most 
cordial    support.     Indeed,  he    never 
should  shrink  from  not  only  inquiry 
into  that,  but  in  all   that  either  re- 
spected his  noble  relation,  himself,  or 
the  marquis  of  Com  wall  is,  even  from 
the  tinae  of  the  year  1782.    That  our 
East  India  settlements  had  been  most 
considerably   extended,    he  did    not 
think  to  constitute  in  itself  a  serious 
accusation,  but  he  was  fully  prepared 
to  prove  to  the  committee,  whenever 
they  would  go  into  it,  that  the  exten- 
sion of  our  dominions  had  not  been 
owing,  as  it  had  been  presumed,  to  any 
aggression  on  our  part ;  neither  had 
they  been  undertaken  with  any  view 
of  ambitious  aggrandisement.     Whe- 
ther    and    how    far    they    were    to 
be  followed  up,  would  be  a  question 
of  a  very  different  nature.     It  was 
certain,  that  war  was  in  no  country  so 
expensive  as  in  the  East  Indies.    Since 
the  peace  of  the  Deccan,  concluded  by 
him  in  the  year  1803,  there  had  not 
been  in   that  province    the  slightest 
symptom  of  a  tendency  to  hostilities. — 
With  respect  to  the    exposition,  he 
thought  that  every  paper  relating  to  it 
ought  to  be  produced.     He  wished  the 
exposition  to  have  fair  play,    and  it 
should  be  the  intention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  give  the  details  of  all  matters  of 
exposition.     He  could  only  say,  with 


pointment,  that  if  the  house  shonld 
think  proper  to  'add  his  name  to  that 
corarour<?e,  he  would  never  oppose 
any  question  with  respect  to  India, 
and  he  would,  in  every  respect,  dis- 
charge his  duty  with  impartiality,  and 
to  the  best  of  bis  abilities. 

Mr.  Creevet/,  in  explanation,  deni- 
ed that  be  had  made  any  personal  ob- 
jections whatever  to  the  gallant  gene- 
ral 5  his  objection  was  generally  to 
those  filling  ofBcial  situations. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  regretted  that  it 
was  so  often  hjs  misfortune  to  differ 
from  gentlemen  in  that  bouse  upon  the 
subject  of  East  India  aftairs.  He  did 
think  that  the  oppressions  arising  from 
the  abuses  of  power  by  Bonaparte, 
were  norgreaier  nor  moie  unjustifiable 
than  those  practiced  by  the  British  go- 
vernment in  India,  and  there  had  been 
a  time  when  those  opinions  were  more 
generally  maintained,  and  more  open- 
ly avowed,  than  they  nOw  certainly 
were.  He  was,  therefore,  at  all  times 
anxious  for  inquiry  the  most  strict, 
which,  to  be  so,  ought  to  be  the  most 
impartial.  He  had  no  personal  ob- 
jection to  any  hon.  member  of  that 
committee,  but  he  was  sure  that  any 
member  being  personally  unobjectiona- 
ble, was  not,  therefore,  a  sufBcient 
reason  why  he  might  not  be  object ioxi- 
able  on  the  score  of  partiality, 

Mr.  IViUiam  Smith  was  satisfied 
that  there  was  nothing  personal  meant 
in  the  objection  taken  by  his  hon. 
friend,  to  the  propriety  of  admitting 
the  hon.  general  to  a  place  in  the  com- 
mittee. The  objection  referred  to  of- 
ficial capacity  only,  and  he  did  think 
the  objection  in  this  point  well  ground- 
ed. With  respect  to  precedent,  as 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  general,  he  was 
one  of  those  who  tlwught  that  forty 
precedents  together  could  never  sanc- 
tion error.  So  far  was  he  from  think- 
ing that  the  precedent  of  appointing 
informed  persons  should  only  be  ad- 
hered to,  that  he  thought  that  the  house, 
in  nominating  persons  to  this  commit- 
tee, should  rather  look  for  impartility 
with  the  means  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion, than  partiality,  however  fully 
possessed  of  that  information,  for  in 
his  experience  he  never  met  with  ma- 
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improper  or  corrupt  bias,  but  that 
tendency  to  decide  according  to  one's 
wishes  :  in  the  case  of  a  common  ju- 
ry, it  was  surely  a  matter  of  recom- 
mendation, that  they  were  wholly  igno- 
rant of  the  merits  of  any  case  they  were 
called  upon  to  try.  But  if  the  persons 
to  try  in  the  present  instance  were  not 
onfy  acquainted  with  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  question,  but  were  parlies 
in  It,  it  was  vain  to  say,  that  such  per- 
sons could  be  competent  judges. 
Here,  then,  the  objection  of  his 
honourable  friend  lay  j  it  was  not  fo 
the  individual,  bat  to  the  situation 
which  that  individual  had  been  in  ; 
and  50  far  had  he  thought  this  principle 
objectioi^able,  that  it  had  always  been 
his  opinion,  an  opinion  from  the  open 
avowal  of  which  he  had  never  shrunk, 
tlmt  the  great  mixture  of  the  officers 
of  the  crown  with  the  members  of 
that  hou.«e,  had  a  tendency  to  prejudice 
the  character,  by  improperly  uiliuenc- 
ing  the  decisions  of  parliament.  This 
had  been  at  all  times  his  opinion;  at 
the  same  time,  that  he  was  aware  of 
the  suggestion,  that  it  was  perfectly 
possible  to  let  the  otbcers  of  the  crcwn 
nave  seats  without  votes. 

Mr.  lyiller force  said,  he  was  not 
present  at  the  commencement  of  the 
debate,  but  as  he  had  a  personal  inte- 
lest  in  the  question  (he  being  one  of 
the  members  proposed  for  that  com- 
mittee), he  did  wish  to  say  one  or  two 
words.  He  dissented  altogether  from 
his  honourable  friend  who  had  just 
sat  down,  as  to  the  principle  that 
would,  in  its  application,  tend  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  servants  of  the  cro\^n 
from  a  share  in  the  debates  and  deci- 
sions of  that  house  J  in  every  tribunal 
it  was  not  to  be  doubted  that  impartia- 
lity was  not  only  a  desirablej  but  an 
indispensable,  qualification  ;  but  he 
could  not  go  so  far  as  to  assent  tl^.t 
due  information  upon  any  question  to 
be  tried  was  inconsistent  with  impar- 
tiality. How  would  such  a  princijile, 
carried  to  swch  an  extent,  apply  to  the 
officers  who  conducted  in  that  house 
Ibe  business  of  the  country  ?  Were 
they  to  be  driven  from  the  privilege  of 
defending  in  public  whatever  measures 
for  the  general  good  they  had  devised 


to  leave  to  others  to  explain  tvbat  tbey 
themselves  best  understood  ?  and  was 
it  the  most  gracious  way  to  encourage 
and  assist  their  exertioris  to  exclude 
them  from  the  common  privileges  of 
the  government,  because  they  had  up- 
on themselves  the  arduous  iTespoDsibili- 
ty  of  governing  ? — He  could  not  pa»8 
over  the  observations  of  his  honourable 
friend  insiience;  but  with  respect  to  the 
committee,  he  thought  it  an  advantage 
that  it  should  not  be  deprived  of  thoae 
gentlemen,  whose  intormation  must 
be  of  such  service  in  the  course  of  its 
inquiries:  as  far  as  respected  himself, 
he  unaffectedly  assur.ed  the  house,  that 
he  did  wish  to  decline  being  a  member 
of  that  committee. — He  was  afraid  be 
could  not  possibly  devote  to  it  as  much 
attention  as  he  wished,  and  he  should 
be  glnd  that  the  name  of  some  other 
gentleman  was  substituted  in  place  of 
his  own. 

Mr.  JVhithread  said,  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  begun  by  iu- 
forming  the  house,  that  he  bad  not 
been  prcfient  at  the  beginning  of  the 
dfbate^that  he  had  not,  was  pretty 
mr.nifcst  from  the  tenor  of  his  speech 
—there  was  in  that  speech  internal  evi- 
dence that  the  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  bear  what  had  gone  before. 
—  But  with  respect  to  the  priucipla 
laid  down  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  reference  to  public  men,  lia 
had  the  misfortune  widely  to  diiier 
from  that  honourable  genilernan.  He 
protested  against  the  principle  of  cqu- 
tidencc  in  pubic  men,  and  contended 
that  the  constitutional  principle  was 
d'uLrust — distrust  in  all  public  u^en,  bo 
they  who  they  may.  He  differed  far- 
ther from  the  honourable  gentleman  a* 
to  the  imporiance  of  iufurmation  on 
the  part  of  those  who  were  to  inquire; 
informaiion  was  seldom  unaccompanied 
with  bias  cither  to  the  one  side  or  the 
other  J  and  even  if  it  were  not,  bd 
doubted  the  great  advantages  imputed 
to  it.  They  had  in  their  recollection 
three  committees — two  of  them,  with 
respect  to  their  previous  ignorance  of 
the  matter  into  which  they  were  to 
examine,  might  be  denominated  tb« 
unlearned  committee.  1  he  unlearned 
committee  had  done  their  duty,  wbil* 
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"From  the  learned  committer. — He  had 
lieard  the  speech  of  the  gallant  gene- 
ral, but  he  had  heard   nothing  to   do 
away    the    objection    that    officially 
existed  against  his  appointment.     The 
honourable  general  had  told  the  house 
that  he  could   prove  such  and   such 
matters   in   the    committee — that   he 
could  prove  the  justice  of*  his  noble  re- 
lative's administration  in  the  east — that 
he  could  prove  also  the  justification  of 
the  measures  of  the  marquis  Cornwal- 
Jis — why,  this  was  all  very  well  in  any 
other  character,  but  not  for  the  man 
who  was  to  commence  an  unbiassed 
inquiry.     Let  the  honourable  general 
Qo  before  the  committee,  and  give  in 
his  depositions  as  a   witness,  but   let 
him  not  assume  to  himself  the  charac- 
ter of  an  unprejudiced  judge  in  matters 
Avhich  he  has  prejudged  already ;  in 
short,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  ho- 
nourable general  had  disqualified  him- 
self by  his  own  speech.     But  the  ho- 
nourable general  was  not  the  only  per- 
son objectionable.     Was  the  situation 
of  war-secretary  such  a  sinecure,  as 
that  the  noble  lord  could   be  spared 
from  that  department  to  attend  to  the 
business  of  this  committee  ?  could  the 
right  honourable  the  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  quit   his  official   situation, 
ss  the  honourable  general  had  quilted 
the  chief  secretaryship  for  Ireland,  to 
discharge  the  very  important  duties  of 
a  member  of  this  committee  ?  and  as 
for  the  director*,  and  the  members  of 
the  board  of    controul,*    he    rather 
thought  that  they  should  be  exacnined 
against  each  other  as  witnesses,  than 
be  snftered  to  preside  as  judges.   -The 
prophecies  of  Sir  Philip  Francis  were 
fully  verified,  a  man  who  not  only  pos- 
sessed information  and  integrity,  but, 
what  was  equ.iliy  miportant,  w;is  inde- 
pendent of  office.     He  did  not   think 
that  the  son  of  a  noble  lord  who  had 
established  the  boardof  controul,  and 
who  was  in  other  respects  so  interested 
in  Itidia  affairs,  or  that  the  brother  of  a 
noble  marquis,  whose  administration 
was  thought  by  some  to  be  so  hostile 
to  the  interests  of  great  Britain  in  In- 
dia, were  the  fittest  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed  members  of  this  comtnittee. 
Hedi<*pproved  also  of   Sir  John  Aii- 


struther  being  a  member  of  it,  upon 
no  other  ground,  than  that  the  mind 
of  that  gentleman  was  already  made 
up  upon  the  subject,  and  this,  he 
thought,  in  itself  amounted  to  a  dis- 
qualification. 

Mr.  Fuller  thought  the  inquiry  at 
present  unavailable,  it  was  little  mat- 
ter now  who  was  in  the  wrong,  or 
who  was  in  the  right ;  they  had,  how- 
ever, taken  much  better  care  of  them- 
selves in  the  east,  than  others  bad  done 
in  the  West  Indies  ;  these  proceedings 
had  been  carried  to  a  rigour  that  ma- 
terially affected  private  property. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  reminded  his  ho- 
nourable friend,  that  no  question  re- 
lative to  the  West  Indies  was  then  be- 
fore the  house. 

Mr.  F/z/Zerdidnot  think  he  had  deviat- 
ed into  any  strained  comparison.  He 
would  not,  however,  persist  in  it,  but 
certainly  East  India  interests  were  bet- 
ter represented  in  that  house  than  those 
of  the  west. 

Mr.  P,  Moore  supported  the  propo- 
sition of  his  honourable  friend.  From 
a  long  acquaintance  with  India,  there 
\yas  no  man  more  conversant  with  its 
interests.  It  was  known  to  the  house 
that  he  had  taken  the  opportunity  of 
exposing  the  various  means  by  which 
men  attempted  to  undermine  the  radi- 
cal interests  of  India,  by  no  other  wish 
but  to  support  their  own  views  of  pa» 
tronage  and  of  immediate  advantage. 

Mr.  George  Johnstone  did  not  see 
the  force  ot  the  objection.  He  con- 
sidered the  general  interests  of  India 
the  paramount  question.  The  motioQ 
far  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
was  then  carried. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Creevey,  for  an 
exposition  of  an  East  India  report, 
was,  after  a  great  degree  of  soiicitudf 
and  discussion,  negatived. 


EAST  INDIA  TRADE. 

Tuesday,  June  6lh» 
Mr.  Pnndergast  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  the  stale  of  the 
Eiist  India  Private  trade,  and  con- 
tended that  private  merchants  were 
very  hardly  treated  by  the  directors  of  . 
th«  company,  who  made  these  indivi-    ^ 
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dua]9  keep  pace  with  the  prodigality 
with  whkh  the  trade  of  the  company 
was  carried  on.  He  further  contended, 
that  the  directors  had  not  fulfilled  cer- 
tain engagements  which  they  had 
come  under,  to  give  facility  to  the  pri- 
vate trade.  To  prove  this,  he  moved 
for  several  papers  of  various  dates^ 
from  1797*  (o  the  present  time«  con- 
sisting of  Calcutta  gazettes;  memo- 
rials to  the  directors ;  letters  of  marquis 
Wellesley  s  lord  Melville ;  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  C.  Grant  affirmed,  that  every 
attention  had  been  paid  by  the  direc- 
tors to  the  iujterest  of  the  private  mer- 
chant that  was  consistent  with  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  company.  But  the 
truth  was,  that  nothing  could  satisfy 
these  gentlemen  short  of  having  the 
trade  thrown  completely  open.  He 
had  no  objection  whatever  to  the  pro- 
duction of  tlie  papers. 

Mr.  Creevey  observed,  that  the  mer- 
cantile transactions  of  the  company 
would  come  to  be  considered  when 
the  East  India  committee,  to  which 
these  papers  had  been  leferred,  pre- 
sented its  report.  But  he  thougiit  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  introduced 
the  subject,  might  have  said  something 
as  to  the  political  evils  connected  with 
India,  such  as  the  seizing  of  king- 
doms, &c.  In  his  opinion  it  was  pre- 
posterous, litter  the  conduct  of  mar- 
quis Wellesley  h;id  beeii  so  pointedly 
condemned  by  the  directors,  that  no 
measures  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
/uture  governments  from  following 
a  similar  course. 

Mr.  DitTidassM,  that  the  house  had 
decided  on  the  condaci  of  lord  Wel- 
lesley. 

Air.  IVallace  thought  the  papers 
ought  not  lu  be  granted. 

Alter  some  observations  from  Mr. 
P.  Moore, 

The  Speaker  stated  an  objection  to 
the  motion  in  point  of  tbrm.  It  was 
therefore  withdrawn  for  the  present. 

TRADE  TO  INDIA. 

X     Fnday,  June  gih. 
Mr.   Prendergast    observed     upon 
what  had  been  said  by  an  honourable 
gentleman  on  a  former  night,  as  to 


the  facility  with  which  he  would  re« 
fute  his  (Mr.  Prendergast*s)  assertions 
as  being  frivolous  and  erroneous.  He 
(Mr.  Prendergast)  said,  that  now  from 
documents  he  was  prepared  to  prove 
the  direct  contrary  of  the  twnourable 
gentleman's  insinuations.  As  00  the 
evening  of  his  notice  he  had  entered 
fully  on  the  subject,  he  should  not 
now  trouble  the  House  farther  than  by 
applying  his  statements  to  the  iacts. 
The  memorial  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Grant)  on  a  former 
evening  alluded  to,  he  had  never  seen 
but  from  the  advertisements  at  diffi;- 
rent  periods,  with '  regard  to  the  ^ 
amount  of  tonnage  on  import  and  ex- 
port freight  to  India.  He  did  pos- 
sess documents  sufficient  to  sup- 
port the  statements  he  had  already 
made.  The  great  ground  of  com- 
plaint made  by  the  merchants  in  India, 
against  the  directors,  was  the  applica- 
tion of  the  extra  ships  in  the  trade, 
to  destinations  foreign  from  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Act  by  which  they  were 
appointed.  Even  those  dismantled 
ships,  which  were  forced  upon  them, 
were  not  turth-coming,  and  under  the 
circumstances  of  thus  having  spared 
tonnage  in  their  hands,  they  loaded  on 
the  regular  ships  without  specific  agree- 
ment, but  under  the  conception  that 
the  freight  should  be  the  same  as  pro- 
mulgated by  the  advertisements  of  the 
difterent  seasons.  He  had  betbre  ap- 
plied to  this  conduct  the  tenns  of  in- 
justice and  oppression  ^  to  these  he 
would  now  add  fraud,  committed  UB^ 
der  the  circumstance  of  possessing 
power  to  carry  the'u'  will  into  effect. 
The  honourable  gentleman  here  enu- 
nierated  the  different  charges  of  the 
ditrereut  srasoiis  from  1803  to  1807 , 
and  a'i^eried^  that  in  India  treble  tlic 
amount  had  been  taken  of  the  prices 
charged  in  London.  The  documeots 
which  he  thus  stated  from  !.e  thought 
necessary  to  refer  to  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  himself  from  the  imputa* 
tion  of  an  erroneous  statement  on  a 
former  evening.  An  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  been  pl^ed  to  say,  that 
on  this  occasion  his  conduct  was  un* 
just  i  he  would  now  retort  that  ex- 
pression  on   the  honourable   gende- 
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man,  who«  without  sufficient  infonna* 
tion  on  the  subject^  so  inrautiously  ha- 
zarded that  opinion.  Under  this  ex- 
planation he  should  move,  "  That  the 
copy  of  a  memorial  of  the  Court  of 
directors  for  East  India  nfllairs  to  the 
lords  of  the  treasury,  dated  3d  May> 
J  797 >  together  with  the  four  appen- 
dices accompanying  that  document, 
presented  before  the  house  on  the  5tb 
June,  ]  801 ,  be  printed.** 

Mr.  Dundas  was  surprised  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  understanding 
as  he  did  that  no  opposition  was  inten- 
ded to  his  motion,  went  such  consider- 
able length  into  it.  Without  deci- 
ding whether  the  system  enacted  in 
1793,  was  the  best  that  could  have 
been  adopted,  he  contended  that  the 
documents  at  present  called  for  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  enable  parliament  to 
decide  on  the  question.  It  must  be 
taken  in  all  the  bearings  in  which  it 
could  affect  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  country.  As  it  was  impossible 
that  the  discussion  could  take  place  in 
the  present  session,  he  thought  it  hard 
that  the  conduct  of  a  respectable  body 
of  men,  such  as  the  directors  of  the 
East  India  company,  should  be  so  se- 
verely censured,  at  a  time  when  ihey 
could  not  have  the  opportunity  of  im- 
mediately defending  themselves  by  the 
necessary  documents,  which  were  so 
Toluminoos  that  they  could  not  be 
produced  in  the  present  session. 

Mr.  IVailace  contended,  that  after  the 
explanation  which  had  been  given  of 
the  conduct  of  the  directors  of  the 
East  India  cow\rat\y  by  the  chairman, 
on  a  recent  evening,  the  inference  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  tb?it  the 
East  India  company  has  been  guilty  of 
injustice  and  oppression,  mu&t  appear 
to  be  wholly  unfounded. 

Mr.  Grant  observed,  that  a  com- 
mittee was  then  sitting  on  the  subject, 
the  consideration  of  which  had  formed 
the  principal  part  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  speech.  He  repeated,  af 
considerable  length,  his  former  state- 
ments in  defence  of  the  conduct  of 
the  company  on  the  occasion  alluded 
to. 

Mr.  Howarth  justified  the  increase 
#f  freii;:ht.     It  could  tot  be  expected 


that  extraordinary  facilities  should  be 
given  to  private  traders,  at  the  expence 
of  the  company.  The  cure  for  the 
evil  would  be,  ^o  allow  the  merchants 
to  imi>ort  their  goods  in  their  own 
ships  :  subject  however  to  the  control 
and  inspection  of  the  company's  offi- 
cers. He  was  persuaded,  that  if  the 
trade  was  thrown  open,  the  whole  pro- 
duce of  the  Indies  would  be  brought 
into  the  river  Thames.,  He  condemn- 
ed some  military  innovations  which  he 
understood  had  taken  place  in  India ; 
such  as  the  introduction  of  king's  offi- 
cers into  native  battalions,  and  th« 
drafting  men  from  regiments  to  form 
a  crack  corps  or  gu^rd  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  Fun  las  disclaimed  any  official 
informal  on  of  such  practices  :  none 
such  had  been  transmitted  from  the 
court  of  directors  to  government. 

Sir  H.  Montgomery  corroborated 
the  statement  of  the  member  who 
spoke  last  but  one. 

The  several  motions  of  Mr.  Pren* 
dergrast  were  granted. 

Mr.  Prendergrasi  also  moved  for  a 
copy  of  the  oath  taken  by  the  direc- 
tors, and  the  rules  and  bye-laws  rela- 
ting to  private  trade. 

Mr.  Grant  went  into  a  long  State- 
ment of  his  commercial  concerns  in 
India,  and  the  particular  circumstan- 
ces connected  with  it,  under  which  he  • 
became  a  member  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Dun- 
das, and  from  Prendergrast  in  reply, 
the  first  motion  was  withdrawn,  as  was 
also  the  second,  which  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  wished  to  negative  if 
it  was  to  he  considered  as  put,  on  its 
being  admitted  that  the  question  had  ' 
only  been  put  upon  the  first,  and  that 
it  was  in  ilie  option  of  the  honourable 
member,  whether  he  would  wish  the 
second  to  be  pat  also. 

June  20. 
East  India  Affairs. 
Mr.  Creevey  wished  to  know,  whe- 
ther the  papers,  relating  to  the  East 
India  affliirs,  for  which  he  had  moved 
on  a  former  night,  could  be  produced 
to  the  bouse  m  the  present  session* 
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Mr: Dundas  repited,  that  it  would 
b^  absolutely  impossibte  tj  do  so. 

East  Inoca  Cadrts. 
Sir  T.  Turton,  pursuant  to  notice, 
rose,  and  after  dwelling  for  a  conside- 
rable time  on  the  injustice  and  itibu- 
tnanity  of  recalling  from  their  situa- 
tions those  young  men  who  may  be 
%norant  of  the  undue  means  by  which 
they  were^  acquired,  concluded  by 
moving  the  following  resolutions : — 
**  That  this  house  did  not  concur  with 
the  report  of  its  committee,  appointed 
to  investigate  into  the  abuses  of  East 
India  patronage,  in  that  part  which 
stated,  that,  in  consequence  of  in- 
formation before  them,  it  would  be 
immediately  necessary  to  recal  certain 
persons,  who,  by  undue  means,  had 
obtained  their  appointments,  and  de- 
clare them  incapable  of  holding,  here- 
after, any  situation  in  the  same  3  and 
that  the  house  considers  such  a  men- 
sure  one  of  extreme  severity,  as  di- 
rected against  persons  either  innocept 
or  ignorant  of  the  offence,  and  that  it 
is  repugnant  to  British  justice,  and  the 
common  rights  of  humanity.** 

Mr.  Dundas  did  not  think  the  court 
of  directors  were  influenced  totally  by 

'  the  report  from  this  house,  however 
inclined  they  may  be  to  respect  and 
attend  to  any  cominunications  it  may 
,  make.  I'hey  bad  acted  under  the  re- 
•olation  of  ld06,  not  1799,  as^  the 
honourable  baronet  had  stated,  as  he 
could  prove  by  their  advertisement  of 
IRO^.  (hat  the  proper  and  sufficient 
notiticdtion  of  consequences  ii^hich 
would  attend  an  offence  against  fheir 
resolution  had  been  fully  made.  He 
did  not  see  any  other  measure  by  which 
the  directors  could  effect. the  preven- 

.  tion  ot  such  practices  better  than  by 
the  present  one.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors exercised  only,  that  discretipn 
which,  as"  far  as  related  to'removing 
their  officers  >^'hen  il)ey  found  iiecesr 
sary,  they  were  possessed  of. ,  But  the 
resoluiion  of  the  honourable  baronet, 
if  adopted,  would,  in  fact,  be  a  man- 
date (or  (hem  not  to  exercise  thejr  own 
free  will.  Hf  should  negative  this  re- 
.  solution,  and  concluded  by  moving  the 


Mr.  Bankes  wished,  in  the  strongest 
tetms,  to  impress  on  the  house,  the 
absolute  power  which,  in  their  own 
conceriis,  was  vested  in'  the  India 
directors.  He  considered  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  honourable  baronet  nuga- 
tory, and  that  he  would  do  much  b^- 
ter  by  moving  the  repeal  of  the  act 
which  was  made  on  this  head. 

Mr.  Windham  fsaxd,  that  the  virtue 
of  some  gentlemen  was  so  outrageous, 
that  it  put  him  in  mind  of  an  opinioo 
on  female  virtue,  in  a  certain  county, 
"  that  the  nation  could  not  thrive  un- 
less a  certain  description  of  women 
were  burnt  alive**  (a  laugh).  On  such 
occasions,  the  house  had  already  inter- 
pssed,  and  it  ought  now^  in  order  to 
take  off  the  effect  of  such  a  disgacefbl 
n?easure.  It  may  be  argued,  on  the 
strength  of  an  anecdote  which  he  re- 
membered, that  if  this  measure  of 
recal,  &c.  were  adopted,  it  would  pre- 
vent the  crime.  The  anecdote  was, 
that  a  Prussian  soldier  having  his  hat 
blown  off  while  in  the  ranks,  was,  by 
the  rigid  discipline  of  the  service, 
chastised  severely,  whether  it  was  oc- 
casioned by  accident  or  not ;  however, 
fewer  hats  fell  off  after  wards  (a  laugh). 
He  did  not  think  that  would,  how^ 
ever,  warrant  such  a  measure  as  the 
present,  for  which  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity. 

Mr.  Wallace  thought  the  resolutioQ 
of  the  directors  ode  which  they 
had,  with  consistency,  and  a  1^ 
gard  to  the  efficiency  of  their  acts, 
found  necessary  to  adopt.  Though  he 
felt  much  for  the  unpleasant  situation 
Of  the  young  men,  yet  he  felt  much 
mofe  for  that  of  the  company.  The 
arguments  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man opposite,  in  extenuation,  would 
go  the  length  of  justifying  the  sale  of 
all  offices,  -         ' 

Mr.  Suphtn  warmly  supported  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  baronet. 
,  Mr.  Grani  observed,  that. the  prac- 
tice which  it  was  by  this  measure  in- 
tended to  suppress,  had  a  tendency  to 
overtlurow  the  concerns  of  the  EM 
India  establishment  altogether^  and 
consequently  be-  should  accede^  to  any 
mode- of  preventing  it.    The  question 
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ind  he  did  not  think  it  right  for  the 
house  to  interpose. 

Mr.  Freemantle  supported  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
conceived,  that  if  this  resolution  was 
adopted,  the  question  would  not  be 
left  in  that  unprejudiced  state  which 
was,  on  all  hands^  allowed  to  be  de- 
sirable. It  was  impossible  the  ho- 
nourable baronet  could  have  any  other 
intention  than  that  of  prejudicing  it 
when  he  framed  that  resolution.  If 
adopted,  the  house  should  go  farther 
than  giving  to  the  directois  a  mere 
opinion ;  they  should  tell  them  to  ex- 
clude from  their  books  the  resolution 
which  they  had  found  necessary  to 
adopt,  and,  in  fiact,  the  house  should 
make  bye-laws  for  them.  If  the 
house  should  refuse  to  give  their  ac- 
cord or  dissent  to  this  measure,  it 
would  be  much  better,  and  less  pre- 
judiced. 

Sir  S,  RomiUy  was  surprised  to  hear 
austere  sentiments  of  justice  fiom'the 
opposite  side  of  the  house.  They 
should  recollect  what  they  had  done  in 
the  case  of  a  secretary  of  sti  te,  for 
whona  they  conceived  there  may  be  a 
locus  penitentue;  and  also  the  in- 
dulgence given  to  Peachum  Hill, 
though  proved  to  receive  br  bss,  before 
they  would  proceed  to  ad(  pt  such  a 
measure  of  severity,  as  the  recal  of 
young  men,  over  whom  the  shield  had 
not  been  thrown. 

The  Attorney  General  believed,  that 
the  arguments  of  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend  were  made  use  of  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  his  closing 
reflection  (Hear,  hear  I).  The  power 
of  the  directors  was  admitted  on  all 
hands,  as  to  execute  what  they  con- 
sidered advantageous  to  their  con- 
cerns. But  would  not  t  Ms  resolution 
convey  an  intimation  to  the  directors, 
that  they  should  act  from  the  impulse 
of  t|)eir  own  sentiments?    Upon  the 


whole,  this  resolution  would  go  far- 
ther, perhaps,  than  was  even  intended 
by  the  honourable  mover. 

Mr.  P,  Moore  defended  the  motion, 
conceiving  that  the  matter  ought  not 
to  go  any  farther,  which  it  would  do, 
without  parliamentary  interference* 
Nothing  could  be  more  unjust  than  to 
visit  the  sins  of  the  father  upon  the 
children,  which  Irould  unquestionably 
be  the  case,  if  the  severe  resolution  of 
the  court  of  dinctors  should  be  per* 
sisted  in. 

Mr.  Lushington  supported  the  pre- 
vious question.  An  interference  with 
the  directors  of  the  East  India  com- 
pany, such  as  that  now  proposed,  was, 
in  his  opinion,  by  no  means  justifi^Ie^ 

Mr.  Hutchinson  argued,  that  if  the 
house  negatived  the  proposition  of  the 
honourable  baronet,  they  would  act  ia 
direct  opposition  to  the  tendency  of 
their  conduct  during  the  whole  of  the 
present  session.  He  gave  the  motion 
his  decided  support. 

Mr.  if.  Smith  maintained  the  expe« 
diency  of  coming  to  the  previous  ques* 
tion  on  the  motion  before  the  house. 

Mr,N,  ransittart  hoped  the  court 
of  directors  would  reconsider  their  de- 
termination to  recal  the  persons  al- 
luded to. 

^  Mr.  if.  Thornton  expressed  his  opi* 
nion,  that  the  proposed  resolution  was 
unnecessary.  From  what  had  been 
stated  by  the  honourable  chairman  of 
the  court  of  directors,  it  appeared, 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  enforce 
their  determination  with  the  severity 
supposed  by  the  honourable  baronet. 

Sir  T.  Turton  made  an  animated 
reply  to  the  arguments  which  had  been 
urged  against  his  motion. 

The  house  then  divided. 
For  the  previous  question.  ...77 
Against  it 85 
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,       PAPERS  RELATING  TO  EAST  INDIA  AFFAIRS. 
^Copies  qf  Letters  from  the  Governor  in  Council  at  Fort  St,  George,  to  the  Court 
of  Direetors  of  the  East  India  Company ; — in  the  Military  Depabtmbnt  ; 
datedthelQth  and  3lst  January,  and  '^d  and  2Sth  February,  I8O9  : — If^ith 
their  several  Enclosures, 


Yon  Sc.  Geom — Military  Deptrtmenf. 

No.  1.  GENERAL  LETTER,  &9th 
Jantiary  1809. 
To  ibe  Hoooarable  tfaie  Court  of  Directon 
for  Affair*  of  the  Honourable  (he  Uoiied 
Compamr  of  Meichaou  of  EiigUody  uradiog 
CO  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs^  ^ 

Your  honourable  court  have  been  already 
ifilbrmed  tint  lieutenant-general  Hay  Macdo- 
wall  had  iocimated  his  intention  of  resigning 
cbe  command  of  the  army  of  this  presicteocyt 
and  of  proceeding  10  England. 

R.—- Lieutenant-general  MKdowall  having 
addressed  to  us  a  letter,  explaining  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  led  to  his  resignation, 
we  bave  the  hooourto  forward  a  copy  of  that 
letter  to  your  honourable  court. 

3.— It  yyould  not  be  consistent  with  our 
duty  to  discuss  in  this  dispatch  the  Question, 
whether  it  may  be  adviseable,  or  otherwise^ 
that  the  comroander-in-  chief  at  Fort  St. 
George  should  have  a  seat  in  council ;  but 
we  can  have  00  hesitation  in  statine,  that  we 
consider  the  sentiments  expressed  by  licute- 
vant-general  Macdowall,  relative  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  duties  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
to  be  erroneous ;  and  above  all,  we  must  cod- 
aider  the  supposition  of  the  commander-in^ 
chief,  being  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  *^  repre- 
sentative^ oiF  the  army,  to  be  unconstitutional 
aud  fadically  inconsistent  with  the  established 
principles  of  the  British  government  in  ibis 

counto** 

4.— We  shall  not  deem  it  necessary  to  sub- 
mit ai^  explanation  on  the  other  points  ad- 
verted to  in  a  letter  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  unless  your  honourable  court  should  re- 
quire farther  explanation. 

5. — Wc  are  concerned  to  brk^  under  the 
attention  of  your  horxxirable  court,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  has  occasioned  considerable 
embarrassment  to  this  goyernmenC,  and  ex- 
treme injuiy  to  the  established  order  of  the 
public  service. 

6.— Your  honourdble  court  are  aware  that 
one  of  the  most  essential  objects  of  reduction* 


military  expenditure  of  this  presidency,  was 
the  discontinuance  of  the  Tent  contract ;  a 
measure  calculated  to  effect  a  great  public  sa- 
ving, and  to  give  an  encieascd  degree  of  ef- 
ficiency to  the  department  of  camp  equi- 
page. 

7. — On  reference  to  the  papers  which  were 
brought  tmder  the  attention  of  your  honour- 
able court  with  the  letter  of  this  governmenr* 
dated  on  ft  1st  October,  I807,  y<^  ^^^^  ^^^ 
perceived  that  the  discontiiuiance  of  the  tent 
contract  was  founded  00  a  su<;gettion  of  the 
quarter-mattter-genera],  who  having  been  cal« 
led  upon  in  a  confidential  communicaiioa 
from  the  late  commander-in-chief,  Srr  John 
Cradock,  forjiis  sentimcou,  stated  his  opi- 
nion regardtog  the  op^raiion  of  the  tent  con- 
tract in  a  very  intelligent  and  able  report. 
This  paper  was  laid  by  the  late  comtnandcr- 
in-chwf  before  the  govemmenr,  in  a  minuter, 
dated  joih  June  1807 ;  and  Sir  John  Cra- 
dock at  the  same  time  expressed  his  entire 
concurrence  in  the  coiKlusions  drawn  by  th« 
quarter-maiter-general,  stating  ihdc  they  were 
'*  the  result  of  their  joiut  icflcciioa  upon  the 
subiecc. 

o.— The  proposed  measure  of  annulling 
the  tent  contract  having  been  fully  considered 
by  this  government,  was  approved  and  recom- 
mended to  the  supieme  government,  who,  af- 
ter eapressing  entire  concurrence  in  the  opini- 
ons which  had  been  stated,  desired  that  the 
measure  should  be  carried  into  effect. 

9.— >The  orders  £ur  the  abolition  of  the 
tent  contract-were  published  in  the  month  of 
May  last,  and  the  system  of  supplying  the 
camp  equipage  of  the  army,  ui^derthe  drrccf 
lion  of  the  officers  of  the  Government,  has 
been  accordingly  carried  into  effect.  In  pro- 
uortioo,  however,  as  the  improved  system 
oas  been  been  beneficial  for  the  public. inter* 
c|ts,  it  has  been  adverse  to  the  interesu  of  in- 
dividual officers,  as  the  advantages,  derived  by 
the  officers  commanding  Native  corps  under 
the  operation  of  the  contract,  were  consider- 
able ;  and  the  effect  has  been,  that;  aided  by 
collateral  circumstances,  the  adoption  of  the 
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this  presidency  •  greit  deeree  of  clamour. 

so.— Wcfaiavc  stated  tne  circumstaocct  un- 
der which  the  sugg^ion  on  this  subject  wat 
•ubmitted  by  the  auarter-mastrr-general  of  the 
army,  ami  this  omcer  having  b^en  in  conse- 
quence cnosen  as  the  object  of  obloquy,  cer- 
tain officers,  commanding  Native  corps  pro- 
ceeded to  the  extremity  of  preferring  direct 
charges  against  him,  on  the  groan£  6f  the 
dpinion  which  he  bad  stated  in  his  official  ca- 
pacity, and  conveyed  under  the  sanction  of  a 
confidential  cofnmuDicatiod  to  the  late  com- 
mander-in-chief. 

1 1  .—It  it  proDer  to  slate  to  your  honour^ 
tbie  court*  that  lieutenant-colonel  Munro, 
tbe  Qparter-niaster-gcneral  of  the  armvi  is  an 
officer  of  great  merit  and  talents.  He  has, 
for  a  long  period  of  time,  filled  the  principal 
miliury  staff  situations  at  the  presidency ;  and 
it  is  probable  that  his  reporu  on  various  sub* 
jects  of  mitiur/  arrangemenu  will  have  at- 
tracted jrour  obaervationy  from  the  degree  of 
perspicuity  and  ability  by  which  they  are  dis- 
tinguisheo.  It  is  on  the  suggestion  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Munro,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
improvements  lately  effected  in  our  military 
establishment  have  originated»  and  we  are 
justified  in  stating  to  your  honourable  court, 
that  we  consider  the  services  of  that  officer  to 
have  been  of  the  greatest  value  and  import- 
ance* 

ta.-lThe  charges  against  tbe  quarter-mas- 
ter-general of  the  arm3f,  to  which  we  have 
adverted,  were,  we  understand,  forwarded  to 
the  head-quarters  of  the  army^  about  three 
months  ago  ;  and  though  we  were  not  unin- 
foroicd  of  this  Act,  we  concluded  that  due 
means  would  be  taken  by  the  commander-in- 
chief  to  suppreu  such  factious  proceedings, 
and  we  did  not  doubt  that  the  quartcr-master- 
Ceneral  would  receive  the  protection  which,  in 
common  with  every  public  officer  wbo  it 
faithfiil  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  duty,  he  bad 
an  undoubted  right  to  expect. 

13. — In  theK  circumstances  we  received 
withm  these  few  days,  with  great  surprise,  a 
letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Miuiro,  stating 
that  he  had  been  ordered  in  arrest  by  Che  com- 
mander-in-chief on  the  ground  of  the  charges 
in  question,  and  calling  our  attention  to  toe 
extraordinary  situation  in  which  he  was  placed 
by  this  measure,  and  to  the  probable  effect 
which  it  would  4iave  by  bringing  under  trial 
the  ptiblic  measures  of  tbe  government*  The 
letter  of  iieuienant<olonel  Munro  contains  so 
forcible  and  true  an  appeal,  regarding  the  ge- 
neral consequence  pf  the  mcaaurc,  that  we 
request    your   particular    reference  to  that 

paper- 

14.— We  thought  tt  proper,  on  receivmg 
the  above  represenution,  to  make  known  to 
the  commander-in-chief  the  painful  feelings 
which  the  event  bad  excited.  It  was  sugges- 
ted in  the  most  earnest  manner  for  his  consi- 
deration, that  the  act  on  which  it  appeared 
that  the  charges  preferred  against  lieutenant- 
colonel  Munro,  had  been  fonndcd,  was  now 
the  act  of  the  government}  having  bctn  ap* 


proved  and  adopted  in  the  moit  public  and 
tormal  manner.  We  were,  therefSwe,  called 
upon  to  state,  that  we  could  never  eiveaor 
concurrence  to  the  exposure  of  a  pablsc  offi- 
cer to  obloquy  and  degradation,  foropinkxa 
expressed  by  him  in  the  fulfilment  of  his 
puplic  duty,  approved  and  confirmed  as  those 
opinions  bad  been  by  every  competeiu  aoibo- 
nty. 

15.— it  was  stated  to  the  commazuler-ai- 
chief,  that  we  had  looked  in  vain  for  any 
just  cause  of  complaint,  that  it  might  be 
possible,  by  any  constraaion,  to  attach  to 
the  opinions  conveyed  in  the  report  of  the 
quarter-master-general,  and  that  thia  cosk- 
deration  must  add  to  the  weight  of  public 
obligation  imposed  on  this  govemooent,  to 
give  its  firmest  support  to  an  officer  against 
whom  no  other  charge  was  apparently  tm^ 
putable,  than  that  ansing  from  the  faithfal 
aiid  conscientious  performance  of  his  public 
trust. 

16.— It  hdng  impossible  that  the  conduct, 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Munro  could  be  sob- 
mitted  to  the  cognixance  of  a  court -martial, 
on  the  charges  which  had  been  preferred, 
without  involving  a  discussion  and  trial  of 
the  public  measures  of  the  late  commaaderw 
in-chief  of  the  government  of  Bort  St, 
George,  as  a^so  of  the  suprenae  govern- 
ment i  we  had  a  right  to  have  expected  a 
previous  commimication  fhwi  the  command 
der-in-chief  on  this  important  question ;  and 
could  not  but  deeply  fell  the  seotiments 
derogatory  to  the  character  and  atathority 
(tf  the  government,  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  commander-in-chief  in  a  part 
of  the  papers  connected  vrith  the  meaama 
under  consideration.  The  commander-in- 
chief  was  however  informed,  that  we  were 
disposed  to  waive  all  considerations  of  that 
nature,  and  our  views  being  solely  directed 
to  the  means  best  calculated  to  preserre  the 
foundations  of  public  confidence  and  of  pub- 
lic authority,  our  communication  was  li- 
mited to  an  earnest  recommendation,  that 
lieutenant  colonel  Munro  should  be  released 
from  the  arrest  to  which  he  had  been  sub- 
jected. 

17.— We  had,  previously  to  addressing 
the  aboTe  letter  to  the  commander-in-chief, 
required  the  opinion  of  the  advocate  gene- 
ral, as  to  the  ^idity  which  could  be  oon« 
sidered'to  be  attached  to  charges  preferred 
under  the  circumstances  which  we  have 
stated,  and  the  course  which  it  might  be 
competent  to  the  government  to  adopt. 
We  desireH  the  advocate  general  to  commo* 
nicaie  with  lieutenant^rolonel  Leith^  the 
judge  advocate  general,    on  the  question. 

18— The  report  of  the  advocate  general 
was  clear  anVi  conclusive.  He  stated,  that 
lieutenant-colonel  Munro  had  been  bound, 
bv  every  legal  tie  and  public  obligation,  tn 
advise  the  question  on  which  hisoplofoai 
had  been  required,  according  to  hia  consci- 
ence, and  the  best  of  his  judgment ;  that 
if  the  advisers  of  any  public  autboritj  1 
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to  be  am^Dtblt  to  the  individotls  affected 
by  the  advice  given,  no  man  could  do  hit 
public  dutj  with  safety  ;  that  the  opinion 
eiveu  by  the  quarter-ma^ter-general,  had 
been  entirely  founded  on  general  reatuning, 
and  had  no  reference  to  any  individual  cha- 
racter ;  and  finally,  that  heutenant-colonel 
^unro  was  entitle  to  the  decide<l  support 
and  protection  of  the  authorities  under 
which  he  acted,  to  prevent  his  being  brought 
to  trial  on  the  charges  preferred  against 
him. 

19. — ^The  advocate  general  concluded  his 
report  by  stating,  that  he  had  no  doubt  of 
the  right  of  the  government  to  interpose 
its  authority,  if  necessary,  by  discharging 
lieutenant  colonel  Munro  from  arrest,  or  bj 
adopting  such  other  measures  as  the  exi- 
gency of  the  case  might  require. 

20. — The  advocate  general,  with  the  con* 
currence  of  the  judge  advocate  general,  laid 
before  us  a  copy  pf  a  letter  which  lieutenant- 
colonel  Leith  hacl  addressed  to  the  adjutant* 
^neral,  when  called  upon  at  the  desire  of 
the  commander-in-chief  to  state  his  opinion 
regardingthe  charges  which  had  been  ad- 
duced. The  question  was  discussed  in  that 
paper  with  great  knowledge  and  ability, 
and  in  a  manner  imp  ressive  of  conviction, 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  grounds  on  which 
the  conclusions  drawn  by  lieut.-col.  Leith 
were  founded.  The  result  of  these  condn- 
•ions  was,  that  the  charges  were  of 
an  illegal  nature,  and  that  it  would  be  un. 
just  and  improper  that  the  conduct  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Munro  should  be  submit&ed 
to  the  cognizance  of  a  court-martial. 

21.— We  confess  that  we  entertained  con- 
siderable surprise,  that  the  commander-in- 
chief  should,  after  so  clear  and  decided  an 
opinion  had  been  stated  by  his  principal 
legal  adviser,  have  resorted  to  the  extreme 
measure  of  ordering  the  quarter -master- 
freueral  un.der  arrest.  Having  however 
conveyed  to  the  commander-in  chief  the 
explanation  of  our  sentiments,  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  have  stated,  fortified  as 
that  explanation  was  by  the  strongest  legal 
authorities,  we  could  entertain  no  doobt  of 
a  compliance  with  our  recommendation  for 
Che  removal  of  the  arrest,  a  recommenda- 
tion founded  on  the  clearest  principles  of 
public  order  and  justice. 

S2. — In  this  expectation  howevrr  we  were 
disappointed,  the  commander-in-chief  hav- 
ing refused  to  release  lieiitcn  mt  colonel 
Munro  trom  arrest,  and  having  even  stated 
bis  intention  of  ordering  an  additional 
charge  to  be  preferred  against  that  officer, 
on  the  ground  of  his  havmg  submitted  an 
appeal  to  the  government,  withour  which 
appeal,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  we 
should  have  had  no  authentic  information  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  until  the  con- 
duct of  lieutenant-colonel  Munro,  and  with 
k  the  proceedings  an^  orders  of  the  govern- 
ment, had  been  brought  before  a  military 
tribunal  for  decision. 
23  —We  could  not  also  but  feel,  that  the 


whole  of  this  proceeding  wis  eitrcmely  ag- 
gravated,  by  the  circumstance  of  the  com- 
mander-in- chief  having  withheld  all  ac» 
know'edgment  for   the   very  offensive  e^ 

{sessions  used  towards  the  government,  in  a 
e^ter  addressed  by  the  commander-io-chi^f 
to  the  quarter. master  general,  and  which 
formed  one  of  the  documents  submitted, 
with  the  reference  of  that  officer. 

24*— ;We  know  not  what  measure  it  might 
have  been  our  duty  to  have  adopted  under 
such  circumstances.  But  after  mature  con- 
sideration, we  determined  to  make  known  to 
the  commander-in-chief,  that  we  considered 
the  terms  of  our  reoimmendation,  regard- 
ing the  removal  of  the  arrest,  to  be  equiva* 
lent  to  an  order,  and  we  requested  to  bt 
informed  if  it  was  the  commander  in  chiefs 
intention  to  decline  a  compliance  with  tha 
requisition  under  that  explanation. 

25.~Thi6  led  to  a  farther  letter  from  tha 
commander-in-chief,  in  which  he  expressed 
himself  prepared  to  conform  to  an  order  for 
the  removal  of  the  arrest ;  but  he  protested' 
against  the  measure,  ofi  the  grounds  stattd 
in  the  letter  to  which  we  refer. 

26.-»In  the  view  which  we  have  explained 
of  this  case,  we  could  not  hesitate  to  enforce 
the  authority,  which  we  considered  our- 
selves to  have  been  legally  entitled  to  exer- 
cise, under  cinmmstances  of  such  extraordi- 
nary emergency,,  and  we  accordingly  di- 
rected that  lieutenant-colonel  Munro  snould 
be  released  from  his  arrest. 

27. — We  should  not  in  ordinary  circum- 
stances have  adopted  a  measure  of  this 
nature,  but  we  are  satisfied  that  a  more 
fatal  shock  to  the  public  authority  could 
not  have  been  experienced,  than  in  permitt- 
ing  the  charges  which  had  been  preferred 
by  the  commander-in-chief  against  lieuie- 
nant-coloncl  Munfo  to  be  bioughc  under 
the  investigation  of  a  court-martial.  This 
measure  would  have  involved  in  its  immedi- 
ate effect,  under  circumstances  of  the  most 
offensive  nature,  the  degradation  of  the 
public  acts  and  character  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  annihilation  of  all  confidence  on 
the  part  of  its  public  officers,  ani  the  utter 
confusion  of  the  departments  nnier  its  au- 
thority. 

28. — With  regard  to  the  individual  meriu 
of  the  question,  the  .circumstance  of  per- 
mitting a  meritorioQS  officer  to  be  brought 
to  trial  for  the  correct  and  able  performance 
of  a  doty  imposed  on  him  by  bis  superiors, 
must  have  been  repugnant  to  every  feehng 
of  honour,  and  every  principle  of  justice. 
Being  satisfied  that  every  praise,  and  not 
censure,  was  due  to  lieutenant  colonel 
Nlunro,'that  officer  had  an  unquestionable 
right  to  look  for  protection  agaiosr  the  act 
of  injury  to  which  he  had  became  exposed, 
in  the  zealous  and  honourable  execution  of 
the  duties  of  his  station.  • 

29  —  We  should  exhaust  the  patience  of 

?rour  honourable  court,  in  stating  the 
engthened  arguments  which  occurred  on 
this  important  question;  but  in  referring      i 
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you  to  our  recordi,  w«  are  tatiified  that 
farther  comment  from  us  cannot  be  neces* 
tary.  We  lament  the  neccMity  which  hat 
<^ccurred  for  our  interference  with  the  ordi« 
nary  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  com. 
mander- in-chief,  but  we  have  no  doubt  ihat 
the  urgency  of  the  case  must,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  your  honourable  court,  amply 
justify  the  measure. 

SO— We  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you, 
that  since  the  release  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Monro  from  arrest,  the  commander.in- 
^icf  has  forwaded  a  memorial  which  had 
been  addressed  to  your  honourable  court  by 
several  officers  of  the  army,  regarding  the 
discontinuance  of  the  tent  contract.  It 
appears  from  that  nwmorial,  that  the  officers 
who  h>id  preferred  the  charges  against  the 
<|«iarter-ma8!er  general  of  the  army,  had, 
in  consequence  of  the  declared  sentiments 
of  the  judge  advocate  general,  regarding 
their  illegality,  requested  that  the  comman- 
der-in-chief would  suspend  the  prosecu- 
tion of  them,  and  in  additilon  to  the  nume- 
rous objections  which  we  have  stated  against 
that  measure,  it  appears,  according  to  our 
conception  of  the  case,  that  this  fact  should 
have  been  decisive^  as  to  utter  inexpediency 
of  adopting  it.    ^ 

,  5^r — A$  we  consider  it  essential  lo  the  dis- 
cipline and  good  order  of  the  army,  that  this 
4]uestion  should  not  be  farther  agitated,  we 
informed  the  commandcr-in-chiff,  that  the 
subject  having  been'  disposed  of  by  ihc  orders 
V'hicb  bad  ^n  issued  regarding  the  arrest,, 
the  transmission  of  the  memorial  would  be 
o'^j  actionable  and  improper,  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly returned. 

34.— Wc  are  under  the  ncccMtty  of  draw- 
ing your  attention  10  a  farther  memoriiil^ 
which  has  been  addressed  to  your  honourable 
court,  by  a  considerable  number  of  the  officers 
of  the  company's  army  on  this  establishment, 
on  the  subject  of  the  military  allowances,  and 
laid  before  us  by  lieutenant-general  Macdo- 
wall,  with  a  strong  recommendation  conveyed 
in  a  letter,  to  which  we  refer  you. 

o^.^It  is  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that 
some  months  ago  our  prekident  was  mformcd, 
tbat  a  piopOKO  address  to  the  supreme  go- 
vrrnmem  was  in  circulation  at  several  of  the 
military  stations  under  this  presidency,  in 
which  an  application  was  stated,  that  the 
allowances  of  the  officers  of  this  establish- 
ment should  be  put  on  the  same  fiXiiing  as 
thojsc  of  the  officers  in  Bengal.  As  such  a 
measure  would,  in  the  prrsviu  smic  of  the 
finances  of  the  company,  be  attended  with 
effects  of  the  most  irjurious  nature,  as  there 
appeared  no  good  ground  for  the  proposrd 
application,  and  as  the  circunutancc  of  an 
a<ldrc»s  of  ^hM  nature  beinu  circuluted  to  the 
army  was  in  the  highest  oegrec  unmiliiaiy 
and  improper,  cir  president  expressed  these 
srmimerits  in  a  private  letter  to  the  com- 
matidv-r-in  cliicf,  who  made  corresponding 
Communication  to  the  officers  commanding 
the  priucip^l  military  station*,  (ia  a  private 


form)    requiring  them   to  adopt    the 
effectual  measures  fot  stopping  such  pcocccd- 
ings, 

34.-*-These  communications  took  place  im 
the  month  of  May  and  June  last ;  but  it  ap> 
pears,  that  though  the  mode  of  applicatioa 
has  been  varied,  the  object  of  the  original 
address  has  not  been  abandoned.  We  con- 
fess, at  the  same  time,  that  we  know  not  bov 
to  reconcile  the  circumstances  attending  the 
present  address,  with  the  orders  which  «rcae 
circulated  by  the  commander-in-chief,  for 
prohibiting  addresses  of  that  nature.  It  is 
manifest  that  thtrre  has  been,  according  to  our 
judgment^  a  failure  of  dutv ;  and,  ihoogb  we 
are  not  at  present  prentrea  to  state  where  the 
culpability  is  itnputabfe,  we  trust  that  fanher 
investigation  will  establish  the  fact. 

8,5.— In  the  mean  time,  wc  have  informed 
the  commander-in-chief,  that  it  is  impossible 
that  we  should  not  view  the  senriments  stated 
in  the  memorial  with  extreme  divipprobation ; 
and  we  have  declined  to  transmit  it  to  your 
honourable  cour'  in  its  authenticated  form^otd 
we  shall  have  received  the  sentimenu  of  the 
supreme  government  regarding  it,  as  it  is,  ia 
our  opinion,  proper  that  a  document  of  thai 
kind  should  be  brought  under  the  atteotioB 
of  the  governor-general  in  council. 
^  36. — A  copy  of  the  memorial,  without  the 
signatures*  has  been  recorded  for  your  inform 
mation.  Your  honourable  court  roust  be 
vrcll  aware  that  alt  reductions  were  in  their 
nature  anpopular,  and  it  was  impossible  that 
those,  which  were  lately  ordered  at  this  pre* 
sidency,  could  be  carried  into  effect  without 
creating  a  certain  degree  of  dissatisfaction. 
Uoder  such  circuinsunces  persons  in  an  ex^ 
tetuive  community,  aixl  still  rooie  in  an  exten- 
sive army,  will  never  be  wanting  in  promoting 
and  in  supporting  applications  of  the  natufc 
now  before  you }  but  when  there  is  leasoo  to 
be  satisfied,  that  there  is  no  just  cause  (or  soch 
remonstrances,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
principal  authority  to  reprru  groundless  cla- 
mour. 

i^.~Wiih  regard  to  the  particular  nature 
of  toe  supposed  grievaMres  stated  in  the  me- 
morial, we  consider  any  observations  to  be  at 
present  superfiuou.^.  It  is  proper,  *^wever, 
to  notice,  that  the  additional  allowances 
granted  to  the  principal  officers  of  the  army, 
aii  a  compensation  for  the  late  rcductiontyhave 
not  been  adverted  to. 

3K. — Wc  request 'roar  refetence  to  tl»e 
letters  addressed  by  tne  conimaixler-tn-cbicf 
to  this  Kovcrnmeni,  on  ceitain  point*  coo-- 
necied  with  the  duties  attached  to  the  MatiOD 
of  the  commander-in-chief.  We  observe, 
with  concern,  that  the  commander-in-chief 
has  conveyed  his  sentiments  in  terms  un- 
usual in  public  correspondence,  and  of  disie* 
sp^ct  to  the  authority  of  the  govcmmem. 
But  we  consider  it  our  duty  to  abstain,  as  fiir 
as  possible,  from  controversial  discusmD  of 
this  nature  :  and  we  trust,  that  our  desire  to 
evince  every  possible  rcsjpect  for  the  station  of 
.he  comm.nde^.H.s|.ef(WJJJ^Rificiemlr 


STATE  PAPERS. 


ut 


pparcm }  wch  corrttpondence  hat  not  &ile4 
0  be  extrencly  irksome ;  bat  we  have  no 
c$ve  lo  dwell  loDfer  on  the  subject* 
We  hive  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Sisned)    O.  H.  Bar  low. 
W.  Petrie. 
T.  Oakes. 
J.H.Casaj^ajor. 
FortSt.  Geom, 
i9ih  January*  18C9. 

-Fort  St.  George— Mil.  Depart. 
No.  i.—GENERAL  LETTER,   sist 

January,  1809. 
To  the  honourable  the  court  of  directors,  for 

affairs  of  the  honourable  the  uoiced  com* 

pany  of  merchants  of  England,  trading  to 

the  East  Indies.  \ 
Honourable  Sin, 

1.— We  had  the  honour  of  conveying  to 
'our  honourable  court,  in  our  letter  of  the 
•9th  inst.  an  explanation  on  different  pointr 
oaneaed  with  the  proceedings  of  lieutenant* 
;eoeral  Macdowall,  previously  to  his  em- 
»arkation  for  England. 

«.— We  particularly  stated  the  circnm- 
tanccs  which  had  occnt-red  on  the  subject  of 
he  measure  adopted  by  lieutenant-general 
Macdowall,  of  placing  the  quarter>mast^- 
;efieral  of  the  army  under  arrest,  and  the 
leceasity  which  was  imposed  upon  us  of 
emoving  the  arrest,  by  the  direct  authority 
►f  government.  '^ 

5.— We  were  willing  to  hope  that  the 
[oestion  was  entirely  closed,  but  it  having 
omc  to  our  knowledge  that  lieuteoant-ge- 
leral  MKdowall  did,  at  the  time  of  his  em- 
arkation,  leave  for  publication  to  the  army 
f  ebb  presidency,  a  general  order,  on  tlie 
bovc  subject,  grossly  offensive,  and  this 
rder  having  been  circulated  to  the  arm^, 
:  hat  become  our  indispensable  duty  to  vindi- 
aie  the  authority  of  government  in  a  signal 
nanner.  We  trust  that  vour  honourable  court 
^rll  be  sensible,  on  reference  to  the  papers 
lid  before  you,  that  it  was  our  earnest  wish 
>  observe  the  greatest  moderation  towards 
be  late  commander-in-chief,  though  the 
!nor  of  lieutenant-general  Macdowall^  com- 
luoicitions  and  general  conduct  bad  been, 
n  several  occasions,  highly  exceptionable; 
ut  the  general  order  in  question  is  of  so 
ijurious  a  nature,  that  we  should  be  want- 
ig  in  the  ezecutiob  of  our  du  y,  if  we  were 
>nger  to  postpone  the  public  declafatioo  of 
ur  sentiments  on  the  subject. 

4.^L<eutet»ant-general  Macdowall  4n  a  Ict- 
;r  addressed  to  this  govetomeiK  on  the  15th 
istant,  stated  his  intention  of  resigning  the 
9mmand  of  the  vtpy ;  but  he,  at  the  same 
me,  intimated  his  ioteiitioD  of  retaining  the 
ommand  uudl  the  period  of  his  embarka* 
on  for  England.  The  actual  resignation  of 
eutenaot-general  Affaoiowallhasnotyet  been 
Kieived,  m  we  conclude  that  it  may  be  his 
iteotion  to  forward  his  lesignttion  from 
f  cgapaum,  where  tho  ladiamca  will  touch 


for  the  purpose  of  4iMmbarkii^  the  troops 
destined  for  that  place,  or  from  Ceylon. 
Whatever  may  be  tne  intention  of  lieutenant 
geocr^  Macdowall«  we  have  considered  it  to 
be  our  duty  to  anticipate  the  folfilment  of  if^ 
by  publicly  removing  him  from  the  command 
of  the  army  of  tbi<  presidency.  / 

5.— We  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for 
your  information,  a  copy  of  the  general 
order,  which  we  have  published  on  this 
occasion,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  general 
order  of  the  late  commtodei-in-chief,  which 
we  have  directed  to  be  expunged  from  tht 
records  of  this  armyl 

6. — Being  solicitous  to  convey  this  infbr* 
mation  to  your  honourable  court  by  the 
earliest  opDortuniiy,  we  have  dispatched  thia 
letter  in  the  expectation  of  its  overtaking 
the  fleet  at  Culumbc;  and  we  khall  refrain 
from  a  more  detailed  explanation  of  our  sen* 
timents,  trusting  that  ihe  facts  before  your 
honourable  court,  will  eviuce,  that  from 
the  alternative  to  which  we  were  reduced, 
the  measures  which  have  been  adopted 
were  unavoidable. 

7- — The  conduct  of  the  deputy-adjutant 
general  of  thr  army  having  been  in  the 
nigheg  degree  improper,  in  giving  curreiicy 
to  the  offensive  order  of  the  commander-in* 
chief  in  opposition  to  his  bounden  duty  to 
the  government,  we  hive  directed  that  the 
deputy-adjutant-general  shall  be  'suspended 
frotn  the  service  of  the  company. 

8.-->  However  much  we  may  lament  tho 
necessity  of  resorting  to  measures  of  a 
severe  nature,  we  consider  the  calls  of  public 
duty  to  be  superior  to  this  consideration, 
at  It  is  only  by  such  measures  that  the  lat# 
inflammatory  proceedings  can  be  counteracted. 

9 — Major-general  Francis  Gowdicj  bcing^ 
senior  o£Bcer  00  this  establishment,  we  have 
appointed  him  to  the  temporary  command  of 
the  army.  t 

We  have,  &c. 
G.  H.  Barlow. 

W.  PETRtS. 

T.  Oakes. 

J,  H.  Casamajor^ 


(Signed) 

Fort  St.  George, 
3is(  Jaituary  iSo^, 


Ton  St.  George— Military  Department. 

No.  3— GENERAL  LETTER, 

3d  February,  1809. 

To  the  honourable  the  court  of   directors  for 

affairs  of  the  honourable  the  united  com* 

panv  of   merchants  of  England,   trading 

to  tne  East  Indies. 

Honoui able  Sirs,  / 

Para.  i.— In  oiir  separate  fetter  to  your 
honourable  court,  of  the  isi  instant,  we  in- 
formed you  of  the  grounds  on  which  it  bad 
become  our  dutv  to  remove  lieutenant-general 
Hay  Macdowall  from  the  station  of  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  this  presidency,  and  to 
suspend  the  deputy  adjutant-general  from  the 
service  of  the  Company. 
V  -8^— We  inform  you,  with  coocen>,  that  we 
have  been    compelled  to   adopt  the  same 
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measures  with  Vegard  to  the  adjutant-geDtraU 
aod  we  endosS^  for  vour  iuformation,  the 
copy  of  the  general  oraer  which  we  have  fob- 
lisned  on  the  occAion. 

3. — We  conclude  that  there  cannot  be  a 
dincrrnce  of  opirtfon,  as  to  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  the^  general  order  published 
tinder  the  authority  df  the  late  commander- 
in^-chief,  under  date  Uie  sSih  ult. ;  and  it 
is  a  fact  established  bn  the  clearest  prin- 
ciples oF  reason  and  d£  law,  that  penotis 
are  responsible  for  the  fcontcquences  attend- 
ing the  execution  of  illegal  and  improper 
acts,  whatever  the  sanction  may  have  been 
under  which  such  persOtis  may  have  acted. 
It  being  our  wish  that  this  letter  should  be 
conveyed  to  your  honourable  court  by  the  fleet 
about  to  sail  from  Ceyloni  the  pressure  of 
time  will  not  admit  of  our  going  into  any 
detailed  argument  on  this  subject;  but  we 
are  willing  to  hope  that  the  proposition  is 
sufficiently  obvious  to  render  detailed  discus- 
fion  unnecessary. 

4. — The  circumstances  connected  with  the 
publication  of  the  late  offensive  general  or- 
der, can  leave  little  room  to  doubt,  that  the 
measure  was  of  a  premeditated  nature,  and 
the  officers,  concerned  in  the  circulation  of 
fuch  a  paper,  are  deeply  responsible  for  an 
•ct,  involving  in  its  obvious  tendency  the 
annihilation  of  all  respect  for  public  authority, 
and  the  excitement  of  the  roost  dangerous 
•pirit  in  the  army  of  this  presidency.  The 
duty,  which  the  adjutant  general  owes  to  the 
governmcnr,  is  paramount  to  aay  obligation 
which  can  be  attached  to  his  station  as  an 
officer  acting  under  the  immediate  orders  of 
(he  commander-in-chief,  and  no  order  which 
he  might  have  received  from  the  commander- 
in-chief,  could  justify  the  ac^jutant  general 
in  the  direct  and  o(>cn'violation  of  the  supe- 
rior duty  which  he,  in  common  with  all  other 
officers,  owes  to  the  power  from  whence 
his  appointment  was  derived,  and  which  it 
was  nis  bounden  obligation  to  have  served 
with  fidelity. 

If  the  order  of  the  corofnander-ln-chicf 
•hould'once  be  received  in  justification  of 
acts,  however  criminal,  there  must  be  an  end 
of  subordination  and  military  discipline,  and 
an  end  of  public  safety. 

5.'^Of  the  legal  responsibiliry  of  the  ad- 
jutant general  there  caimot,  we  believe,  be 
any  doubt ;  and  as  that  officer  has  shewn  a 
disposition  v«ry  opposite  liom  contrition  for 
the  offensive  proceeding,  the  responsibility 
attached  to  his  conduct  weiehs  wiih  agera* 
vatcd  pressure.  We  have  therefore  had  no 
alternative  but  to  adopt  the  measure  which 
we  have  reported,  as  that  alone  by  which, 
after  the  recent  occurrfnces,  it  was  possible 
that  the  puSlic  authority  could,  under  the 
flagrant  injury  which  it  had  experienced,  be 
maintained  We  felt  extreme  regret  in  pur- 
suinj^  a  cotusc  of  proceeding  to  adverse  to 


oar  own  wisbei,  but  we  have  coasadefed 
the  calls  of  pubjic  duty  to  be  tuperior  10  ihoK 
of  personal  teeliciffs. 

We  have,  Sx. 


(Signed) 

Fort  St.  George, 
$i  February,  1809. 


G.H.Bar  LOW, 
W.Petri*, 
T.  Oakes, 

jAS.iiCASAMAJOt. 


ENCLOSURES^ 

No.  ^.— Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  coas- 
inander-in-chici;  15th  January,  1809:— wish 
an  enclosure. 

The  hon.  sir  Geoiige  Barlow,  bart.  K.  B. 
president  in  counal.  Fort  St.  George. 

Sir, — Impelled  by  a  laudable  ambiiioo, 
which  had  long  led  me  to  aspire  to  the  chief 
qommand  of  the  brave  and  respectable  araiy 
under^this  establish rpent,  I  viewed  my  sp* 
pointinent  to  that  high  office  as  the  bappKii 
event  of  my  life,  concluding  that  I  sboold 
succeed  to  all  the  righuand  piivilegesei>io)* 
ed  by  my  predccestort ;  the  decision  however 
of  the  court  o^  directors  has  placed  me  in 
so  extraordinary,  so  uucitampled,  and  so  hu- 
miliating a  predicament,  that  the  moat  painliAl 
emotions  have  been  excited,  aod  sixteen 
months  experience  has  convinced  ioe»  that 
it  is  impossible  to  remain  with  any  prospect 
of  performing  my  duty  with  credit  to  the 
East  India  companv,  01  acquiring  for  mvaelf 
any  reputation,  or  for  doing  justice  to  tiiosc 
over  whom  I  am  called  to  preside,  divested  of 
the  power  of  selccdiig  for  commands,  bv 
the  restriction  of  military  patronage^  or  of 
requiting  the  meritorious  officer:  deprived 
of  ihe  respectability  which  in  this  country 
attaches  to  a  seat  in  courKil,  and  abridged  in 
the  u^ual  emoluments  of  office,  ii  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  character  I  have  ever  esKiea- 
voorcd  to  nuintain,  to  hold  an  appointment 
of  such  magnitude,  and  responsibility  thus 
degrddfd  ;  I  nave  therefore  tnc  houosr*  ho- 
nonrnble  Sir,  to  request  that  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  resign  my  commission  of  comniand* 
er-in  chief,  and  to  proceed  to  Europe  by 
the  present  opportunity. 

Inferring  that"  the  plan,  fcr  the  exclusion 
of  the  commander-in-chief  from  cooacil, 
must  have  been  framed  with  uifficient  deli- 
beration to  preclude  the  possibility  of  any 
argument  of  mine  producing  an  alteration  ol 
sentiment  in  the  promoters  of  it,  I  decUnc 
touching  on  the  subject,  nor  will  I  con- 
descend, to  make  any  reference  to  those  who 
have  premcditately  injured  me,  aod  who  have, 
without  aconcilitating  expression  or  any  ex- 

{>lanation  wh^tsocvei,  severely  wounded  die 
cclings  of  an  officer,  who  has  served  them 
with  zeal  and  fidelity  (a  short  interval  except- 
ed; for  seveti-and-twcnty  years* 
lo  advening  once  more  to  patroiM|ge|  itii 
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not  poisiblie  to  Yiev,  withotit  the  deepest 
regret,  a  scheme  for  discoonecting  the  autho- 
rity to  command  service  from  the  power 
of  animating  it  by  reward,  and  for  allotting  to 
tht^  commander-in-chief  ^  ail  the  invidious 
duties  of  his  station,  without  the  means 
of  softening  them  to  the  armv  by  acts  of 
favour  Of  Kindness  immcdia»cfy  from  him 
srlf ;  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  ohservet 
that  the  plea  of  public  utility  ought  to  be  clear 
and  urgent,  which  c^ls  for  the  extinction  or 
abridgement  of  any  of  those  rights,  which 
the  army  through  its  material  representative 
possessv  or  which  can  justify  me  in  ad- 
mitting that  an  experiment  is  necessary 
to  ascenain  with  bow  small  a  portion  of 
power  and  influence  the  military  duties  under 
this  government  may  be  exercised. 

It  will  not  be  deemed  surprising,  if  I  jtist- 
ly  dread  the  high  displeasure  of  my  sovereign 
were  I  not  to  depart,  when  the  intention  of 
the  court  of  directors  has  become  obvious, 
and  without  compiomuing  the  dignity  of 
the  profession,  by  adhering  rigidly  to  a  point 
of  honour,  my  prospects  in  life  may  be  ma- 
tcriaUy  affected,  but  I  am  resolved  that  mv 
name  shall  not  be  branded  with  the  reproacn 
of  having  been  the  first  general  officer  who 
retained  a  situation,  after  all  hope  of  a 
restoration  of  its  former  distinction  had  ex- 
I»red. 

Notwitbstaiidiiig  these  obiervatiom,  atxl 
my  determination  to  quit  India,  should  you, 
honourable  Sir,  be  of  opinion*  that  my  per- 
sonal services  in  the  6eld  are  required  to 
carry  into  execiition  any  measures  of  energy 
and  vigour.  I  shall  consider  it  an  imperious 
duty  to  abandon  every  private  feeling,  and  to 
fubmit  to  your  judgment,  should  my  exer- 
tions be  deemed  of  importance ;  at  the  same 
time  implicitly  relying,  that  your  honourable 
board  will  sanctioii  my  departure  when  the 
cause  of  my  detention  may  be  rcmovec|« 

I  beg,  however,  that  it  may  be  distinctly 
oodert£od,  that  this  is  not  meant  as  courting 
an  invitation  to  stay ;  I  have  been  offered  an 
indignity,  and  my  pride  and  sensibility  would 
compel  me  to  retire,  even  were  the  sacrifice 
greater;  for  I  cannot  tamely  submit  to  see 
the  exalted  station  disgraced  in  my  person, 
nor  can  I  be  answerable  to  the  army  if  I  do 
not  resist  so  uncommon  a  deviation,  which 
deprives  it  of  a  representative  in  council. 

The  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from 
bis  excellency  lieutenant-general  Hewitt,  will 
inform  you,  honourable  Sir,  of  his  acqui- 
escence to  my  application  for  one  year's  leave 
of  abieoce. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Hay  Mac  do  wall, 
Macuas,  Lieut.-general. 

15th  January,  1809. 

His  excellency  lieutenant-general  Hay 

Macdowall,  &c.  &c. « 
Sir,— In  compliance  with  your   request, 
as  suted  in  your  letter  of  the  6th  past,  I  have 
tha  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that,  as  fir  at 


my  power  extends,  1  1 

your  relinquishing  ihi 

hold  in  rndia,  and  re 

the  most  convenient  oj 

ceivc,   that,  although 

the  command,  I  migh 

to  authorize  your  reiun 

the  regular  channel  of 

mander- in-chief  must   be   ihrough    the   ^o* 

vernor  and  council  of  the  presidency  to  which 

he  belongs,  and  should  any  doubi  arist-  with 

them,  I  conclude  it  will  be  refcrTcd  10  this 

government,  when  it  will  meet  the  suro^ort 

of,  Sir, 

Your  most  oHedicnt, 

and  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  G.Hewitt. 

Calcutta,  5th  December,  1808. 

No.  5.— -Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  commander 
in-chief,  19ih  January,  1809. 

To   lieutenant-general  Macdowall,  com- 
mander-in-chief 

Sia, — VTe  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the 
15th  instant,  and  we  beg  to  express  to  your 
excellency  our  concurrence  in  the  intentioa 
which  you  have  intimated  to  us  of  procce4- 
iug  to  Europe ;  as  we  are  not  aware  that  any 
public  cause  of  the  nature  to  which  your 
excellency  has  alluded,  is  likely  to  oppose  • 
the  accomplishment  of  your  excellency** 
wishes. 

We  fhall  have  the  honour  of  submitting 
a  copy  of  your  excellency's  letter  for  the 
information  of  the  honourable  court  of 
directors,  and  the  supreme  government.  • 

We  have  the  honour  to  add,  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  appointment  of  m;ijor- 
general  Fuller  to  the  staff  in  Bengal,  we 
have  thought  it  proper  to  direct  that  niajor- 
general  Gowdie  shall  proceed  without  delay 
to  the  presidency. 

We  have  the  honour  to  l^e,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 
(Signed)        G.  H.  B'a  a  l  o  w. 
W.  Pi  TRIE. 

Fort  St.  George,     T .  O a  k  f  s . 
9th  January,  1809.     J.  H.  Casamajo*. 

No.  6.— Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  comman- 
der-in-chief, 16th  January.  1809, 
George  Buchan,  Esq.  chief  secretary. 

Sir,— I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of 
the  15th  instant,  informing  me  of  the  ar- 
rangements intended  by  government  for 
preparing  a  force  to  act  in  the  bouthorn  pro* 
vinces,  and  eventually  in  Travancore. 

The  exclusion  of  the  commantJer-in-chief 
from  council  has  thrown  the  military  details 
under  this  presidency  into  a  channel  which  f 
cannot  believe  was  ever  iutended,  and  the 
whole  operations  of  the  army  are  often 
carried  into  effect  without  his  advice  being 
asked,  or  his  concurrence  obtained. 

Whatever  may  be  the  project  of  the  ho- 
nourable the  ^overnoi^t^^l^^^^il^r  the 
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ipp^Oftchiitf  cunpaign,  the  plant  for  peot- 
tratiog  tlM  aottile  province,  or  whether  it 
it  to  be  a  war  ot  conquest,  or  of  def4>iatioa 
aad  extermination,  bat  been  concealed  from 
■M,  and  I  find  m^rtCif  reduced  to  the  p  in 
liil  dilemma  of  betng  timpiy  the  executive 
lUff  officer  of  the  pretident  in  council. 

7%e  purposr  for  which  Major  Blacker  it 
tob«tentto  the  southern  division  I  have 
jet  to  leani«  This  officer  po  scMes  talent 
a|id  aetivitj ;  but  from  the  tupirior  local 
kiiowledge,  with  equal  zeal  and  abi  ities  of 
Captains.  Macdowall,  and  from  hi«  inti* 
mate  personal  acquainunce  witn  the  Dewan 
and  others  connected  with  the  government, 
I  certainly  ibould  in  preference  have  te* 
Iccted  him. 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  a  letter  from  that  officer 
before  the  honourable  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil ;  and  I  have  to  request  that  the  subject 
may  be  reconsidered^  being  clearly  of  opi  nion» 
in  a  selection  of  this  nature  from  the 
general  staff,  that  it  should  be  left  entitely  to 
my  judgment. 
•    I  have  the  honour  to  be»  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant^ 

lAadras,  (Signed)  Hat  Macd«walx.. 
I^lh  January  1809. 

Mo.  T.-^opy  Of  a  letter  to  the  comrnan- 
der-inochtef)  18th  January,  1809. 

To  lieutenant-general  MacdowaU,  com- 
mander-in-chief. 
Siay— I  am  directed  by  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  ctnincil  to  acknowledge  the  re. 
ceipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  16th 
instant. 

The  governor  in  council  is  not  aware  of 
the  particular  circiunstanoes  to  which  it  may 
be  To«r  excelleacy'i  intention  to  refer  on  the 
•abject  of  the  riscent  equipment  against 
Tvavanoore,  as  it  was  his  anxious  endea- 
▼o«r  that  every  care  should  be  taken  to  in« 
form  your  exceUei^cy  fully,  with  regard  to 
the  eauses  which  have  hnposed  upon  the 
government  the  un^voidahle  necessity  of 
resorting  to  that  measure,  and  with  regard 
to  the  views  connected  with  the  pri,secu- 
tibn  of  the  intended  service.  The  governor 
in  council  vras  alto  willing  to  hope,  that  he 
had  evinced  his  anxious  desire  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  commimicatin?  with 
your  excellency  on  the  present  as  on  all  other 
c»ccasions  connected  with  the  military  ar- 
rangements of  thtK  presidency. 

In  regard  to  the  terms  in  whi.h  it  has 
pleased  your  excellency  to  convey  your 
sentiments  on  this  question,  the  governor 
in  council  will  refrain  from  all  comment,  as 
it  could  not  be  otherwise  than  painful  at 
fkis  late  period  to  enter  into  discussions  of 
that  nature: 

On  the  subject  of  the  letter  of  Captain 
MaCftowAll,  I  am  directed  to  t:ie  state,  that 
the  ^vernor  in  council  considers  the  com- 
mum  cation  which  that  officer  has  presumed 
to  address  to  your  excdtency,  to  be  ot  » 


nature  so  disrenpectful  and  offimstve,  tint  it 
wHi  become  the  duty  of  the  governor  in 
cound*  to  consider  whether  it  may  be  pio. 
pet  that  Captain  MacdowaU  shonld  be  per. 
mitted  to  remain  in  his  present  sCation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  bumble  servaoli 
(Signed)  O.  Bocbax, 

Fort  St.  George,  Chief  Sec.  to  Gov. 

I8th  January,  1809. 


^o.  8. — Copjof  aletter  from  the 

der-in-chief,  90th  January,  1809. 
George  Buchan,   Esq.  «hief  secretary  t» 
government. 

Si  a  —Be  pleased  to  inform  the  bDOOor- 
able  governor  in  council,  that  I  have  deemed 
it  expedient  to  place  lieutenant-colonel  Mnn- 
ro,  quarter  master  general  of  the  army, 
under  arrest;  and  1  deem  it  proper  that 
gov  ernment  shoutd  be  made  acqoaimed  with 
the  circumstance;  that  should  tne  hoBoar* 
able  the  president  be  still  inclined  to  Acttch 
Major  Blacker  on  a  secret  mission  to  the 
southward,  notwithstanding  the  non-con- 
currence of  lieutenant-general  Macdowafi, 
I  have  an  oppo  tunity  of  recommending  a 
person  to  transact  the  buaineia  of  the 
office. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  8cc. 

(Signed)  Har  Macbowaix. 

Madras. 
20th  Jauuary  1809. 


No.  9  — Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  < 
der-in-chief.  9\st  Janaary  1809. 
To  lieutenant -eene  al  Macdowall, 

mand  r  in-chief. 
Sir, —  I   am  directed  by  the   hooonrabie 
the    governor  in  cuuncil   to    acknowledfe 
the  receipt  of  your  excellency**  letter  of  the 
SOth  i  s:;»nt. 

Yuur  excelVncy  having  ju'lged  it  expedi- 
ent tu  aclopt  the  measure  ot  placing  the 
quarter-master  general  of  the  army  under 
arrest,  it  is  probable  that  the  ab>eoce  of 
Major  Blacker  from  the  presidency  mijlit 
be  attended  with  inconvenience.  The  go. 
vernor  in  council  had  no  intention  of  em- 
ploying Major  BUckcr  on  any  mission  of  a 
secret  nature,  as  stated  in  yoUr  cxcellencv*s 
letter  ;  and  as^inconenitnte  would,  at  this 
period  be  liable  to  ariKe  from  detaching 
that  officer,  the  intention  uiU  be  of  course 
relinquished. 

1  have  the  honou   to  he,  Sir, 

Youc  mont  obedient,  humble  se  vant. 
(Signed)  G.  Bocuan 

Chief  Sec.  to  Go^ 
Fort  J  t.  Geo'ge, 
21st  January,  )80d. 

No.  10. — ropy  of  ilett-r  from  the  corn* 

m.iiiOrr-in-i'hicf,  iqih  January,  iHfp. 
%* — This  and    the  suD^equrui  nuinhei, 
are   Iciicis  from  genai}o^^l!?^^^'  ^ 
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«Ii!ef  tee.  to  goremment,  relative  to  the 
military  # quipment  agaiiut  Travancore. 

No.  19.— Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  quarter- 
master, general  wt  the  army   S2cl  January, 
1809. — Willi  6ve  enclosures. 
To  the  chief  secretary  of  government. 
Sir, 
The  near  dispatch  of  the  ships  has  induced 
me  to  express  a  request,  that  you    will  be 
pleased   lo  submit  lo   the  cousi  ierati'n  of 
gorerDment  the  accomprfnyiog  copy  of  a 
letter  tt»  ttte  ciiiei  secrttary  ot  government, 
^vhich  I  hivc    torw^'fled    this   f«ay  through 
the  channel  of  his  excellency  the  co  .  mander 
In-chief. 

I  have  the  hoa«  ur  to  l>e.  &c. 

^SigatdJ  J     MUNRO. 

Qr  Mt.  Genl. 
Fort  St   Ge(»rge. 
SSd  Janna  y.  :8(<9. 

To  the  chief  secretary  of  government. 
Sir, 

^iaving  been  Hirect.'d  by  the  late  com- 
l|iaoder«in  c'  ief  to  prepare  a  report  on  the 
system  for  Hie  j»-.»v,iuii  and  carriage  of 
tne  camp  equipage  or  the  native  troop*  by 
coDtract.  I  e:/e  eJ  into  an  examination  of 
that  subject,  uu  i  hultmittfd  to  S.r  John 
Cradoik  a  paper  conianins  the  result  of 
the  OonsideraTTon  which  I  bf^towed  on  it. 
That  repot t  receive  !  the  unqualified  appro- 
b^ioQ  of  the  Lite  comm/in  er  in-chief,  who, 
in  laying  it  before  gnveritment,  stated,  that 
it  was  written  in  obedience  to  his  orders, 
and  might  be  conniilere  t  as  the  combined 
result  of  his  own  reflection.  The  report 
having  been  referred  by  the  gove  nor  lord 
William  Bentinck,  to  the  examination  of 
some  officers  of  talent  an!  expci  ience,  met 
with  their  concurrence  and  although  his 
lordship  was  disposed  to  entertain  a  favoua- 
ble  opiuioQ  of  the  con«.raci  system,  he  was 
convinced,  by  the  'ea-^onings  stated  in  the 
report,  of  the  erroneous  nature  of  that 
system,  and  the  expediemv  ot  repealing 
it.  At  the  per.od  of  time  wKcn  the  report 
was  apTproved  b]^  lord  William  Bentinck, 
the  removal  of  his  Lordship  fiom  In<lia  left 
it  on  the  hands  of  his  successor,  and  as  it 
corresponded  with  Mr.  Petrie's  sentiments, 
it  was  forwarded  to  Heni^al;  it  received  the 
approbation  of  the  supreme  government, 
and  was  finally  carried  into  execution  under 
the  present  government. 

It  appears,  that  soon  after  (he  publication 
of  the  orders  for  the  abolition  of  the  tent 
contract,  a  i  Ian  was  formed  by  some  officers 
commanding  native  corps,  of  preferring 
charf;es  against  me  on  the  foundation  of  my 
report ;  and  these  charget  actually  arrived 
at  head-quarters  about  three  months  ago. 
They  were  -lent  by  the  commander-in-chief 
to  the  judge  advocate  general,  and  Ihat 


office,  having  entered  into  an  excensif* 
consideration  of  the  subject,  stated  in  de- 
cided tcims  the  illegality  of  the  charges,  and 
the  absence  of  all  grounds  of  proceeding 
upon  them.  The  commander-in  chief  wa« 
pleaded  toshew  me  the  charges,  an«  I  the  report 
of  the  judge  advocate  general,  and  I  pressed 
upon  bis  excellency's  attention  theexpedieocr 
of  bringing  the  question  to  an  eatly  dect- 
sion,  and  of  submitting  it  to  the  honourable 
the  governor  in  council,  as  it  was  ess^tially 
connected  with  the  arrangement  and  tfc^ 
authority  of  the  government;  the  com* 
mander-in  chief  did  not  express  a  decided 
inieution,  but  the  tendency  of  his  opinioiM 
appearel  to  be.  that  I  should  b.^  tried  by  a 
general  court  martial,  but  after  lepeated 
solicitations  he  stated,  that  as  the  judge 
advocate  general  had  exhibited  only  one 
side  of  the  question  he  judged  it  expedient 
to  I  efer  it  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Marsh* 
Having  renewed  my  application  for  a  de* 
cision  of  the  question,  I  was  informed  the 
day  before  yesterday  by  the  commander-iiH 
ch  ef,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  leave  the 
whoU  matter  to  the  consideration  of  his  sue*  ' 
censor,  and  in  aboat  an  hour  after  I  received 
this  assurance,  the  deputy  adjuunt  general 
delivered  to  me  a  letter  add  message  from 
the  commander-in  ch  cf,  directing  me  to 
consider  myself  as  pUied  under  an  arrest 
upon  the  cnarges  which  I  have  aemioaed. 
I  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  these  charges,  of 
the  letter  delivered  to  me  by  the  deputy 
adjutant  general,  of  my  reply,  and  of  aA 
answer  which  I  have  received  from  the,€om- 
mander- in-chief,  and  in  which  his  excel- 
lency has  been  pleased  to  ^te  some  of  the 
reasons  by  which  his  conduct  has  been  actu- 
ated 

i'he  want  ef  time  disables  me  from  stating 
the  considerations  connected  with  this  sub. 
ject  which  it  is  my  earnest  desire  to  submit 
to  the  judgtnent  of  the  honourable  the  go* 
veruor  in  ouncil.  The  report  upon  which 
the  comman'^er  in -chief,  at  the  instance  of 
some  officers  of  the  army,  has  placed  m» 
in  arrest,'  was  wiitten  by  the  special  orders 
of  the  late  commander-in-chief,  was  ap* 
proved  of  by  him,  and  declared  in  his  mi- 
nute, which  accompanied  it,  to  be  the  result 
of  his  own  rcflectio  t  and  mine;  and  it  has 
been  acterl  upon  by  the  supreme  and  local 
governments.  It  is  superfluous  for  me  to 
state  the  deep  injury  which  will  inevitably 
be  sustained  by  the  discipline  of  the  service, 
if  a  t  ubiic  staff  officer  shall  be  made  res- 
ponsible to  a  partv  of  offi'^ers  for  an  offi- 
cial report,  written  in  the  strict  execution  of 
his  duty,  and  approved  by  all  the  authori- 
ties under  ^hich  he  acts.  If  vich  a  course  of 
proceeding  shall  be  followed,  no  staff  officer 
can  ever  venture  to  execute  his  duty  with 
integrity  and  zeal  to  point  out  abuses  or 
discover  frauds:  for  the  circumstances  of 
being  liable  to  the  disgrace  of  an  arrest  and 
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trial  for  tht  discharge  of  public  duty^  will 
deter  many  men  fjom  performing  it.     That 
proceeding  will  have  the  effect  of  makiog 
the  army   the  judge*  of  the  propriety  of 
continuing  or  repealing  military  regulations. 
The  disadvantage  or  the  tendency  to  abu&e 
of  a    system    catinot  then  be  pointed  out, 
without  lusiiiuatioos  beiug  either  stated  or 
unocrstood  of  a  nature  unfavourable  to  the 
con-luct  of  the  persons  by  whom  the  system 
is  managed ;  and  if  the  public  offi(  er,  who 
points  out  that  disadvantage,  shall  be  liable 
to  be  tried  by  the  persons  vliose  interests 
are  anfected  by  his  conduct,  it   is  evident 
that   the  army    and    not   the  government, 
will  be  the  jud^^es  of  military  arrangements  ; 
that  DO  stalF  oflicer  will  submit  to  the  go- 
vernment a  plan  dispopular  to  the  army, 
and  that  the  greatest  obstacles  wijl  be  op- 
po'ied  to  the  reform  of  abuses,  or  the  im- 
provement of  the  service.      A  staff  olKcer 
must  embrace  the  alternative  of  either  neg- 
lecting his  duty  or  exposing  himself  to  the 
disgFftte,  of  a  public  trial,  at  the  instance 
of  officers  who  may  expect  impunity  for 
their  conduct  'rom  their  numbers,  or  from 
the  uncertainty  to  which  the,  event  of  all 
trials    is    subject.     If    any    illustration    of 
th^sc  observations  should  be  necessary,  the 
fallowing  case  may  be  stated  :  It  may  be  siip- 
po«ed  th.it  I  had  received  the  most  ample 
and  authentic  information  of  the  abuses  of 
•he  tent  contract  system,  tha*  this  informa- 
tion was  sufficient  to  convince  my  judgment 
and   that  of  the  commiinder-in-chief,   and 
the  government,  of  the  necessity  of  annul- 
ling that  system,  althoui^h,  from  the  infor- 
mation being  of  a  confidential   nature,  it 
oould  not  be  produced  as  evidence  before  a 
general  court-martial     It  would  have  been 
my  positive  duty  to  state,  that  the  tent  con- 
traa  system  was  replete  with  abuses,  that 
atatement  would  involve  insinuations  hostile 
to  the  integrity  of  the  officers  by  whom 
the  svstcm  was  managed,  and  I  may  ask  if  I 
ahouid  be  liable  to  the  disgrace' of  a  pubiic 
#rrest  and  trial,  for  having  declared,  what 
every  obligation  of  my   public  duty  de* 
manded,  and  what  circumstances  must  have 
prevented  me  from  proving  oefore  a  court- 
martial. 

[  >  But  (he  report  contains  nothing  of  a^  nature 
injurious  to  the  characters  of  the  officers  of 
|he  army,  it  is  founded  upon  the  general  and 
immutable  principles  ol  human  nature,  and 
wa»  not  intended  to  apply  to  the  aciual  con- 
duct of  any  class  of  persons.  The  object 
of  that  repon  was  to  expose,  on  the  general 
|>rincip!es  which  constitute  the  great  founda- 
tions of  public  regulation,  the  fundamental 
errors  of  a  system  which  was  calcuhtcd  to 
disunite  the  interests  from  the  duty  of  the 
army,  and  not  in  any  respect  to  advert  to  i^ 
roodc  in  which  that  system  has  been  executed. 
The  justness  of  the  general  grounds  which 
1  adopfed  was  sufficiently  confirmed  by  expe- 
rience, which  had  shewn  that  the  contract 
«ystem  produced  Gooaiderable  advantaam  ta 


officers  commanding  corps  in  gamno,  mi 
immense  expcnces  in  the  field.  That  this 
system  produced  unfavourable  effixts  oo  ihi 
military  ardour  of  any  part  of  tbe  army  hm 
never  bten  stated,  but  it  was  an  indispeosiMe 
obligation  of  my  duty,  in  officially  reporting 
on  ™  subject,  to  point  out  tu  tendeocY, 
under  the  operation  of  motives  that  loo 
often  influence  human  conduct*  to  prodoce 
such  effects,  of  iu  disadvantage  tbcieforc  a 
a  permanent  regulation.  In  prcparii^  the 
rtport  upon  the  cent  contract,  nothing  was 
more  remote  from  my  mind  than  to  state  a 
scniimfnt  in  any  respect  advene  to  the  ho- 
nour, mtregrity,  and  roiliury  virtue  of  any 
portion  of  (he  officers  of  the  army:  tbeie- 
port  was  entirely  dictated  by  motives  of  pob- 
he  duty,  and  founded  upon  general  grmiods; 
and  ihcy  who  view  it  in  a  diffcnm  light  ous- 
take  a  course  of  reasoning,  from  cause  to  ef- 
fect, from  principles  to  their  probable  coe- 
scqucnccs,  for  arguments  founded  upon  state- 
ments of  a  description  dishonourable  lo  the 
army.  I  do  not  mean  by  these  ezplaoaiioos 
to  disavow  any  part  of  the  report,  as  1  aa 
srill  impressed  with  the  stroogest  coovicdoii 
of  Its  justness  and  truth. 

If  (he  report  had  never  been  submitted  le 
the  government,  it  might  have  rested  with 
the  commander-in-chief  to  decide  oo  the 
charges  that  are  founded  oo  it ;  but  as  it  now 
forms  a  part  of  the  records  and  acts  of  the 
government,  any  proceedings  relative  to  k 
mu>t  necessarily  be  referred  to  tbeir  autho- 
riiy  and  decision,  considering  myself  respoo* 
sible  to  my  su|)eriors  only  for  the  official  opi- 
nions which  I  may  be  called  upon  to  state  to 
the  execution  of  my  duty;  and  the  opioioos 
whiGh  I  stated,  relative  to  the  tent  contiaa 
system,  having  been  acted  upon  by  i he  go- 
vernment, 1  lodged  it  to  be  a  duty  which  1 
owe  to  mvsclT,  to  the  station  which  1  bold, 
to  the  public  service,  sod  to  the  interests  of 
my  coiiiury,  to  submit  my  situation  to  tbe  coo* 
side  ration  of  the  govetnmeoc,  and  to  appeal 
to  their  justice  fur  the  support  of  my  public 
conduct,  and  the  vindication  of  my  chaiac- 
ter.  ' 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 
fSigned)       J.  MuNEO. 
Fort  St.  George,  Qr.  Mtst.  Gea. 

92d  January,  1809. 


Lieuienant- Colonel  John  Munro,  qoarteiw 
master  general  ot  the  army,  placed  ia 
arrest  by  order  of  the  commander-in-ebief 
on  the  fioth  Jaouaiy,  1809.  Charged » 
follows,  viz. 

Charge. 
We,  the  undersigned  officers,  do  hereby 
charge  lieutenant-colooel  John  Munro,  qa«» 
ter-master  general  of  tbe  army,  and  capiso 
jn  the  Madras  European  r^meot,  with  coo> 
duct  unbecoming  the  character  of  ao  officer 
and  a  gentleman,  in  the  following  iosance. 

VIZ.  r  Di  itiz  d  b   ' 

For  having,'^nhtli  proposed  plan  lor  the 
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efficen  commanding  Native  corpf^  made 
use  of  false  and  infamous  insinuations,  there- 
by tending  to  injure  our  cbaraacrs  as  officers, 
and  mherwise  injurious  to  our  reputations  as 
gendeman. 

(Signed)  C*  Rumley,  lieut*-co1ooel  com* 
mandintf  51H  regt.  cavalry;  A.  St. 
Leger,  Tic  111.-C0I.  command! n{;  6fh  regr. 
cavalry;  P.  H.  Vesey,  lirut .-colonel 
commanding^  sd  bat.  6(h  rrgt. ;  J. 
Knowles,  captain  commanding  1st  bat. 
3d  regt. ;  Robt.  Munro,  MHJor,  ad  bat. 
«oth  regt. ;  A  >dicw  M*D.»wcll,  Major 
15th  rrgt. ;  H.  J.  Smith,  captain  com- 
inandin);  sd  bat.  14th  regt. ;  P.Kichard* 
ion,  major  commanding  a  J  bat.  ad  regt. ; 
G.  Lo:i{;«  major  1st  bat«  I3ih  regt.; 
Cba^.  Lncas,  captain  commanding  ad 
^^*  3  ^  ■'^g'*  *  J'  Ourand.  lieui.-colo- 
nel  commanding  sd  bat.  8th  regt. ;  G. 
Martin,  lieut.<olonr]  commanding  ist 
bat.  15'h  regt.}  W.  Orock,  heut.* 
colonel  commanding  1st  bat.  8'h  regt.; 
John  De  Morgan,  1st  bat.  a  ad  regt. ; 
J.  P.  Kcashbcrry,  captain  commanding 
ad  bat.  9th  rrgt. ;  J.  Lindsey,  captain 
commamling  sd  bat.  29A  r^f^t.:  J.  M. 
Vernon,  major  commaiidmg  ad  bat. 
12th  regt. ;  T.  Whulic,  major  com- 
manding ad  bdf.  19th  regt. ;  Alex. 
Muirhead,  mnjor  commanoing  at  bac. 
iSih  regt.;  G.  Neal,  major  command- 
ing 1st  regt.  Native  cavalry ;  H.  Fra- 
ser,  major  commanding  end  bar.  5th 
regt.;  M.  Stuart,  m?jor  command- 
ing^ ad  bat.  i7ih  regt.  C.  Deacon, 
major  commatiding  1st  bat.  16th 
regt.;  C.  Farran,  captain  command- 
ing ad  bat.  si^t  regt.;  R.  Fletcher, 
lieut.>colonrl  commanding  1st  bit.  leih 
regt. ;  G.  M.  Gibson»caDiain  command- 
ing 1st  bat.  loib  rrgt. ;  J.  'Dunn,  lieut.- 
colonel  commaadtng  8tn  regt.  cavalry ; 
A.  Floyer,  lieut. -colonel  commanding  3d 
regt.  cavalry. 

Countersigned,  By  order  of  lieu»5nant  ge- 
acral  M<icdowall,  commander-ia-chief* 

(Signed)        F.  Ca p  p  i  a ,  Adjt.-gen. 

Lieut.-colonel  Munro*  quarter-master 
general. 

Sir, — Upon  a  re-perusal  of  the  papers  con- 
nected with  the  charges  given  in  against  you* 
by  a  respectable  body  of  the  officers  of  the  ar- 
my, I  have,  in  addition  to  what  I  informed  you 
of  this  morning,  found  it  necessary  to  order 
you  to  be  placed  under  an  arrest,  and  I  shall 
recommend  it  to  my  successor  to  bring  you  to 
trial  upon  the  charges  preferred  against  you, 
as  I  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  judge 
advocate  general,  any  court-martial  ordered 
to  be  assembled  by  me,  could  only  be  con- 
firmed by  my  own  signature.  I  regret  that 
this  subject  has  not  been  sooner  decided  upon* 
but  being  desiroiu  of  obtaining  every  opi* 
niooi  and  a  recent  one  oC'lome  importaoicf 


iiaving  only  been  forwarded  to  me  a  few  days 
ago,  It  was  impossible  to  avoid  deliur. 
I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)       Hat  Mac  DO  WALL. 
Madras,  aoth  January. 

To  his  excellency  lieut.  general  Macdowall^ 
&c.  &c. 

Sir,— I  have  received  the  letter  and  message 
which  your  excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
convey  to  me  through  the  channel  of  the  de- 
puty adjutant  generaU  and  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
form you  tbar,  in  obedience  to  your  com- 
mands, I  consider  myself  to  be  placed  under 
an  arrest  from  this  date.  Having  this  morn- 
ing expressed  your  intention  to  leave  the 
whole  subject  of  the  charges  preferred  against 
me  to  the  consideration  of  your  successor,  I 
cannot  refira«o  from  stating  the  sentiments  of 
surprize  that  ^  have  been  excited  in  my  mind, 
at  your  adopting  a  step  which  is  in  some  mea- 
sure decisive  of  the  question,  and  must  con- 
tribute to  embarrass  the  exercise  of  your  suc- 
cessor's discretion,  relative  to  the  naost  ad- 
visable means  of  finally  arranging  a  point* 
upon  which  a  diversity  of  opinion  has  exist- 
ed. It  is  far  from  my  wish  to  express  an  opi- 
nion regarding  the  nature  of  the  proceedings 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  follow,  but  a 
sense  of  public  duty  induces  me  to  notice  the 
extraordinary  spectacle  of  an  officer  holding 
one  of  the  first  situaiions  under  (he  govern- 
ment, being  placed  in  arrest  bv  a  commander- 
in-chief,  for  a  report  pre|)ared  under  the  spe- 
cial orders  of  the  preceeding  commander-in- 
chief,  which  the  latter  declared  upon  record 
to  be  the  combined  re&ult  of  his  own  and 
that  officer's  reflection,  and  which  has  re- 
ceived the  entire  approbation  of  this  and  the 
supreme  government. 

Holding  an  appointment  of  importance 
under  thb  governmci)t,  I  have  the  honour  to 
express  a  request,  that  your  excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  communicate  information  to 
the  nonourA>le  the  governor  in  council  of  the 
measure  which  you  have  adopted,  in  order 
that  arrangements  may  be  m^de  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  departments  which  governmenc 
have  entrusted  to  my  care. 

lam,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  Munro, 

Fort  St.  George,  Qr.  mast.  gen. 

291  h  January,  1809.        ^ 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Munro,  quarter-master 
general. 
Sir, — Actuated  but  by  one  motive,  an 
eariKst  desire  to  do  justice  to  every  individual 
under  my  command,  I  had  long  deliberatcrd 
on  the  uncommon  and  interesting  case  of 
toe  principal  officers  of  an  army  having  g>ve:i 
in  charges  agaiiist  one  of  the  general  staff,  I 
had  endeavoured  to  obtain  every  informduoii 
that  might  guide  me  in  deciding,  and  if  I 
have  cried  in  judgment  1  caimot  well  he 
accused  of  rashness.  In  place  of  enioai- 
rassiog  my  successor  by  the  step  I  have  pur- 
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ioed,  I  have  S9  cleared  tbe  path  that  be  Can- 
not ^  attrav.  I  think  yoo  should  be  tried, 
•nd  if  I  bad  left  the  papers  containing  tbe 
chared  the.  Kvcral  opitiiont,  and  tbe  expla- 
nations, to  the  general  Gowdie,  without 
puitinj(  you  under  an  arret%  I  should  have 
lefi  the  door  open  to  the  p(»$t'hle  iniroduc- 
tionof  undue  influence  and  aibit.iry  power. 
Tbe  general  has  onlv  to  assrmb'c  a  couri- 
inani.ll,  wbuh  be  wiil  be  enitblrd  to  do  in  a 
few  day>,  as  he  is  txpccied  immertiaiely  hf-ir, 
and  if  you  are  ac(|uitir(i»  you  will  ih^'n  h  ivc 
an  opportunity  oi  bringinf^  forwaid  iho^e 
who  have  endeavoured  to  traduce  your  cha- 
ractcf"* 

I  am,  &<*. 
(Signed)        Hay  Mac  do  wall. 
Madras  sist  January,  1809. 

No.   13. — Copy  of  a    Letirr    from    the 

3ttancr-maNier-g*'Of-ral  of  the  army,  S3d 
anuary  i^oo. — With  an  Eiclo&ure. 
To  the  chict  Sccretaiy  to  government. 
Sir, 
Conceiving  that  every  officer  holding  a  %U 
ttiation  under  the  government,  has  a  right  10 
appeal  to  their  auihority  011  points  connected 
with  his  public  conduct,  a»d  involving  consi- 
derationa  connectvd  with  the  authority  and  the 
mcaMires  of  the  government.  I  judged  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  addresr  a  letter  to  the  chief  se- 
cretary of  government  through  the  channel 
of  ibecommandei-in«chitf,  ou  the  subject  of 
proceedings  which  have  been  iiuiituted  against 
mc  in  consequence  of  an  official  report,  which 
fbnns  a  part  of  tbe  acts  and  recnrris  of  the 
honourable  the  governor-in-council.  The 
commander-in-chief  having  returned  that  let- 
ter, ft  has  become  my  duiy  to  transmit  it  to 
you  direct ;  and  in  b<tving  recourse  to  this  un- 
avoidable measure,  I  beg  leave  to  declare 
that  I  have  no  intention  what  ever  of  manifest* 
iog  disrespect  to  tbe  auihoiity  of  the  com- 
maiader-io-cbief  i  1  also  transmit  a  copy  of  a 
ktter  which  I  have  received  from  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. ^  If  the  suHjeci  which  I  now 
aobmit  to  the  decision  of  the  government  had 
been  purely  of  a  military  nature,  which  the 
commaixler-in-chief  is  phased  10  state*  1  cer- 
trinlv  should  never  have  'honf;ht  of  appealing 
from  his  decision,  but  in  the  itiseparablc  co«i- 
neaion  of  thattubject  with  the  arrangements, 
the  authority*  and  tbe  dignity  of  the  govern- 
ment, 1  trust  that'  sufficient  reasons  will  be 
found  for  the  measure  which  I  am  now  obliged 
to  adopt. 

I  have,  &r.  &c, 
(Signed)        J.  MUNRO, 

Quarter-maftcr-geoeraL 
Fort  St*  George, 
•jd  Jandary,  i8ct). 

lo  Lieutenam-colonel  Manro^  quarter-inat* 
•cr-geiieral. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  yoar  letter»  and  a  packet 
•ddrened  to  the  chief  secretary  of  govern- 
«aQt»  tbe  coQtcna  tjf  which  I  have  permed. 


Aa  I  cannot  admit  that  the  bonomable  dw 
govemor-in-coUTKil  can  interfere  iii  aqoestioa 
purely  military,  and  which  rests  entirely  00  my 
own  judgment,  I  cannot  submit  voor  renoih  • 
strance  and  appeal,  as  >[ou  are  pleased  to  call 
it,  to  to  the  board,  without  comproaiisioi 
the  high  situation  in  which  I  am  placed. 

Had  I  conceived  it  it  all  neceawry  to  have 
resorted  to  the  opinion  of  govcrnmeni,  I 
could  myself  hive  laid  the  ppers  before  it ; 
but  after  much  reflettion  1  have,  I  beliefe, 
adopted  a  measure  the  least  object iomUe  and 
most  likely  to  produce  a  perfect  eltKtdaiioo  of 
the  case. 

I  think  it  will  be  allowed,  that  yoor  presett 
attempt  to  make  a  refereiKC  to  a  civil  govern- 
ment IS  novel  and  unexampled,  and  strikio^i 
blow  at  the  root  of  military  authority  which 
cannot  be  sufficiently  reprowitc*l. 

1  trust  that  It  will  not  be  disputed,  that  I 
have  the  uncor.troUed  and  unaliemhle  right  of 
judging  of  the  conduct  of  every  officer  under 
my  co'mmand.  and  I  cannot  but  view  your 
present  application  as  extremely  indelicate  aorf 
disrespectful. 

lam,  Sir, 
Your  very  obedient,  bumble  servant, 
HAY  MACDOWALL. 
Madras, 
f  3d  January,  1809. 

No.  1 4.— Copy  of  a  I^ettcr  to  the  advo- 
cate general,  «3d  January  1809. 
To  tbe  Advocate  GcDcial. 
Sir, 
Par.  1.— I  am  directed  by  the  hooooiaUe 
the  gnvrrnor-iri-council,  to  transmit  to  yon 
the  enclosed  papers,  which  have  been  submit- 
ted to  the  govemoT-in-councilby  the  quaiict- 
master-general  of  the  army. 

s. — As  it  appears,  from  tbe  statetneot  of 
that  officer,  that  the  charge  preferred  againt 
him  has  been  founded  on  proceedings  wbacb 
obtained  the  most  formal  sanction  of  tbe  go- 
vernment of  Fort  St.  George  aiK)  of  tbe  su- 
preme ^overnnDeot,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  go- 
vernor-sn-council,  that  you  will  statet  with 
the  least  possible  delay,  ^our  opinion  respea- 
ing  the  oegree  of  validiiv  which  a  charge  of 
that  nature  may  be  consioered  to  povess,  aod 
the  measures  which  it  may  be  competent  to 
tbe  government  to  adopt  under  the  circuD- 
stances  of  the  case. 

3. — The  several  previous  papers  ccmnecicd 
wirh  the  subject,  arc  transmitted  for  your  pe- 
rusal. 

4. — ^The  governor-irf<ounciI  being  dcstroai 
that  a  lull  consideration  should  be  given  to 
this  question,  it  is  his  desire  that  you  will 
communicate  on  the  subject  with  ine  Jo4ge 
advocate-general,  to  whom  a  copy  of  tins  w* 
ter  has  been  forwarded. 

I  have  tbe  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  moit  obedient  aemm, 
(Sinied)       G.  BUCHAN. 
Chief  tecreury  to  Goveauneou 
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No;  15"— Copy  of  a  letter  to  tbc  Judge- 
advocate-general,  13d  January,  1809. 

To  the  Judgc-aavocatc-gcncral. 
Sir, 
1  am  dirertcd  by  'h^  honourable  the  gover- 
nor-in -council  lo'lran^mit,  for  vour  inlorma- 
tion  and  cuidhncc,  the   enclose?V- copy   of  a 
letter  of  this  date  to  \hc  adv(Karp-g-ncral. 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)         GStrachey, 
Secretary  to  govcruntent. 

Fort  St.  George, 
3d  January,  1009. 

No.    16. — Copy  of  a  letter  from  the 

advocate-general,  24th  January,  1809. 

"With  two  enclosures. 
To  the  Chief  secretary  to  c;ovemnicnt. 

Sir^         ^  Fort  St.  George. 

I  have  received  your  letter,  dated  the  23d 
tnstant,  referring  to  fny  consideration  th"  pa- 
pers submitted  to  govcrnmcni  by  the  quarter- 
master-general,  and  desiring  my  opinion  re- 
specting the  validity  of  the  charg(;s  preferred 
against  him,  and  respecting  the.  measures 
coinpetcni  to  be  adopted  by  government  upon 
the  case.  I  have^  according  to  the  command 
of  the  honourable  the  governor- in-council, 
communicated  with  the  Jud^c-advocaie-gc- 
neral  upon  the  subject  to  wbieh  your  letter 
relates. 

That  oflkcr,  in  addition  to  the  papers  fur- 
nished to  me  with  your  letter,  has  delivered  to 
me  his  opinion,  dated  7th  November  last, 
upon  the  same  subject,  which  I  now  enclose, 
and  have  no  hesitation  in  declari.ig  my  per- 
fect coincidence  in  the  result  of  his  very  able 
and  accurate  investigation  of  the  subject.  He 
has  fbmished  me  with  a  copy  of  Sir  John 
Cradock*s  minute,  upon  the  subject  oJ  the 
paper  against  which  the  charges  preferred 
against  colonel  Munro  arc  aimed.  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  paper  in  question 
4oe$  not-coniain  any  matter  which  can  be  the 
proper  subject  of  the  charges  now  preferred 
against  hiiru 

When  an  individual  thinks  proper  to  come 
forward  at  the  adviser  and  informer  of  the 
public  authorities,  he  is  bound  at  his  peril  to 
know  and  to  be  able  to  prove  that  he  is  well 
foanded  in  his  statements,  where  other  indi- 
%Yiduals  r^ay  be  hurt  by  his  suggestions.  Bui 
colonel  Munro  was  placed  in  a  situation,  in 
which  he  was  bound  to  advise  the  commander- 
in^ief  as  to  the  state  of  the  army,  to  deliver 
his  seniiracntf,  such  as  they  were,  and  from 
such  sources  as  he  might  have  opportunity  of 
fonxiing  them,  liable  Tike  all  men  to  be  mis- 
informed or  to  err  in  his  conclusions ;  if  he 
h^d  been  called  upon  to  state  his  opinions  as 
to  the  co^iduct  or  character  of  any  individual 
of  the  army,  he  was  bound  freely,  fully*  and 
conscientiously  to  do  so,  and  wm  entitled  to 
proteaioa  in  it,  however  hard  that  opinion 
■light  bear  upon  the  individual.  The  regular 
and  authorized  adviser  of  the  public  authori- 


ties, becomes  identified  ttrith  the  authorities 
which  consult  him.  He  is  answerable  to 
them  and  to  those  supeiiors  to  whom  they  are 
answerable,  but  not  to  the  persons  whom 
thu^se  authorities  have  tocontroul,  and  against 
whom  it  may  have  been  his  duty  toadv:se.  I 
p<  rfectly  accede  «o  the  proposition  of  colonel 
Munro,  that  if  the  advisers  of  ary  public  au- 
,tht»rity  were  to  be  amenable  10  the  individuals 
affected  by  the  advice  given,  no  man  could  do 
his  public  duty  wiih  safety.  But  the  jwpcr 
complained  of  appears,  and  has  ahedy  been 
shewn,  from  the  report  of  the  Jud^e-advo- 
cate-general,  not  to  contain  even  a  charge 
agaitist  any  individual  officer  or  body  of  ora- 
cers,  hui  is  merely  a  general  statement  of  the 
situitionof  the  army,  with  general  reasoning 
upon  it,  in  which  the  commander-in-chief  and 
the  government  fully  acquiesced  ;  indeed,  by 
the  cx.ract  furnished  me  of  the  minute  of  the 
late  commandef-in-cbief,  it  is  evident  that 
the  statements  and  arguments  used  in  that 
p^per,  the  result  of  the  joint  experience  as 
Weil  as  of  the  joint  reflection  of  the 
commander-in-chief  arid  colonel  Munro,  these 
suggestions  having  been  adopted  in  practice 
by  the  highest  authority  are  now  its  acts. 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  charges 
founded  upon  that  piper  of  colonel  Muni^o, 
at  the  instance  of  the  officers  affected  by  it, 
ought  not  to  be  sustained,  and  that  colonel 
Munro  is  entitled  to  the  decided  support  and 
protection  of  the  authorities  under  which  he 
acted,  to  prevent  his  being  brought  to  trial 
upon  those  charges,  or  perhaps  it  would  be 
more  correct  to  say,  that  the  superior  authori- 
ties arc  entitled  to  vindicate  their  acts  frcm 
being  questioned  by  those  under  their  con- 
troul,  in  the  shape  of  a  trial  of  the  advice  un- 
der "which  those  acts  have  proceeded. 

The  report  of  the  Judge-advocate-gei^eral 
shews,  in  a  ver)'  strong  manner,  the  cffeci 
which  such  a  trial  might  be  expected  to  pro- 
duce upon  the  discipline  and  subordination  of 
the  army. 

From  his  infornvatioD  I  am  confirmed  in 
supposing,  that  inordinary  cases  the  more  re- 
gular course  of  correcting  an  embarrassment 
would  be  through  the  intervention  of  the 
cnmmander-in-chief,  By  signifying  to  him  the 
opinion  and  intention  of  government;  but  he 
agrees  with  me  in  opinion,  that  if  in  any  par- 
ticular case  a  necessity  should  arise  (of  which 
j5o%ernment  are  the  only  judpes)to  exert  their 
indisputable  supreme  authority  directly  and 
immcQiatcly,  it  is  perfec-ly  competent  for 
thi%n  so  fo  do,  by  disi  barging  any  officer  from 
an  est,  or  such  otbrr  mcasilres  as  the  exigency 
of  the  occasion  may  require. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servt. 
(Signed)        A.  ANSTRUTHER, 
Advocaic-gencral. 
Madras,  24ih  January,  1809. 

{Here  follows  the  opinion  of  the  judge-ad« 
vocate,  but  as  the  result  is  the  same  with  that 
of  the  advoo^e-generali  it  would  seem  super- 
fluous to  ioKft  it.] 
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Minute  of  the  comtnaDder-in-chief. 

1  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  the  go- 
vernment the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
some  time  ago  to  me  quarter-master-general 
of  the  army,  which,connected  with  various 
conversations  I  have  had  with  lieutenant- 
colonel  Munro  on  the  subject  of  the  exist- 
ing regulations  respecting  the  supply  of 
camp  equipage,  has  produced  the  annexed 
reply  and  very  able  statement  from  that 
officer. 

It  would  be  superfluous  in  me  to  urge  at 
any  length  the  validity  of  the  argumenu  set 
forth  in  the  quarter master-ffenerars  report, 
as  I  may  say  they  convey  the  result  of  our 
^  joint  reflection  upon  the  subject,  tpd  ere  the 
issue  of  that  experience  which  arises  from 
our  respective  stations. 

\  feel  strongly  persuaded  that  if  the  sjs* 
tern  proposed  take  ciGM:t»  under  such  mu 
provemenu  as  the  wisdom  of  the  council 
may  suggest,  the  greatest  benefit  will  ensue, 
.  and  that  economy  and  miliury  propriety 
will  be  equally  secured.  Ttie  rormer  prin- 
eiple,  I  conceive,  will  go  to  a  much  ^eater 
extent  than  exhibited  as  with  a  design  to 
prevent  the  ehance  of  error  or  extiaordi* 
•ary  latitude  of  expense.  Was  admitted. 

I  should  not  act  fairly  with  goverumeot 
did  I  not  apprise  the  council,  that  I  imagiae 
the  plan  submitted  will  be  viewed  in  a  very 
unfavourable  light  by  the  commanding 
officers  of  regiments,  for  reasons  too  obvi. 
eus  to  require  remark';  and  ak  the  supposed 
injury  will  fall  upon  that  class  of  officers, 
whom  I  he  peculiar  and  local  circumstances 
•f  this  country  place  in  a  situation  that 
realty  demands  adventitious  support  and 
every  allevia  ion  of  expense,  I  am  most 
anxious  that  the  government  .sliould  consi* 
^er  their  case,  and  while  they  aae  about  to 
derive  an  excessive  saving  at  the  **  alleged** 
exper.se  of  tho  e  officers  who  could  only 
reimburse  themselves  for  the  past  charges  of 
war  by  the  advanuges  of  peace  in  the  exist- 
ing contract,  extend  to  them  a  reasonable 
compensation,  that  will  not  only  have  the 
cflect  of  an  apparent  act  of  justice,  but  in 
its  operation  invite  officers  of  rank  to  resi- 
dence with  their  corps,  and  turn  their  at- 
tention to  regimental  command. 

Under  this  impression  I  submit  to  govern- 
ment the  plan  as  detailed  in  the  quarter- 
master-genera "s,  letter,  accompanied  by  a 
statement  of  the  expense  of  allowing  a  su- 
perior batta  TO  lieutenant-colonels  actually 
commaoding  corps  am'  stations,  an  arrange- 
ment not  new  in  principle,  but  only  an 
extension  of  the  on.^  existing. 

The  recent  aboliiion  of  the  Bazar  fund,  a 
source  of  new  and  extreme  profit  to  the 
state,  taken  away  from  the  coimnanclinji; 
officers  of  stations,  by  the  aid  of  which, 
the  required  hospitality  throughout  this 
extensice  country,  chat  affords  no  accom- 
medatton  to  the  traveller  or  assistance  to  the 


sick  officer,  or  various  wants  not  to  beds- 
scribtd,  seems  to  plead  the  cause  of  oiEcen 
comnunding  stations  with  a  resistless  force ; 
for  the  same  demand  upon  their  feelmgsaad 
generosity  remain  undiminished,  and  thdr 
means  have  suflTered  a  deep  alteration. 
(Signed)  J.  F.  Cbabock, 

Ueutenaot-GensfaL 


No.  17. — Copy  of  a  letter. to  the  < 
der  in-chief,  24th  ^nuary,  1809. 

To  lieutenant-general  Macdowall,  coa- 
mander  in-chief. 

Sit,— Par.  1. — I  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
quaint your  excellency,  by  desire  of  the 
hoiMurable  the  governor  in  council,  that  the 
quarter-master-general  of  the  army  has  laid 
before  the  governor  in  council,  a  represeo. 
tation  of  tne  circumstances  under  which 
your  excellency  has  adopted  the  determina- 
tion ofpUdng  that  officer  in  arrest. 

S. — liie  governor  in  council  directsme 
to  sute  to  your  excellency,  that  this  event 
has  excited  in  hn  mind  the  most  painfal 
feelings.  It  is  impossible  at  the  moment  of 
the  dispatch  of  the  fleet  for  England,  to  g9 
into  a  minute  explanation  of  m1  the  conii- 
derations  connected  with  it ;  but  I  am  di« 
rected  to  suggest,  in  the  most  earnest  maa- 
ner,  for  your  excellency's  consideratiaQ, 
that  the  act  on  which  it  appears  that  the 
charge  preferred  against  lieutenani-cokuxl 
Munro  has  been  rounded,  is  now  the  act 
of  the  government,  having  b«en  appcoftd 
and  adopted  in  the  most  public  and  foraial 
manner,  both  bv  the  ffoveroment  of  fen 
St.  George,  and  by  the  supreme  govero* 
ment.  The  governor  in  council  is  called 
upon  therefore  to  state,  he  can  never  give 
his  concurrence  to  the  exposure  of  a  public 
oflker  to  obloquy  and  degradation,  for 
opinions  which  he  majr  have  expressed  in  the 
fulfilment  of  his  public  duty,  approved  and 
confirmed  as  these  opinions  nave  been  by 
every  competent  authority. 

S.— The  governor  in  council  is  at  pre- 
sent unable  to  discuss  the  particular  grounds 
of  the  opinion  in  question ;  but  he  thiob 
it  proper  to  observe,  that  he  has  looked  ia 
vam  for  any  just  cause  of  complaint,  that 
it  might  be  possible  by  any  construction  tt 
attach  to  them,  and  this  consideration  moit 
add  to  the  weight  of  public  obligatioo  in- 
posed  on  this  government,  to  give  its  finnex 
support  to  an  officer  against  whom  no  other 
charge  is  apparently  imputable,  than  that 
arising  from  the  faithful  and  cooscttmsi 
performance  of  his  public  trust. 

4. — As  it  is  impossible  that  the  condua 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Munro  can  be  sol^ 
mitted  to  the  cognizance  of  a  cour:-martial 
on  the  charge  now  preferred,  without  in- 
volving a  discussion  and  tnal  of  thepobiie 
measures  of  the  late  commanaer- in-chief, 
and  of  the  government,  the  governor  ia 
council  might  have  been'  led  to  expect  a 
previous  comnvufucatipn  from  your  excels 
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kncyonthiB  impoitint  qneadon;  and  the 
governor  in  council  caonot  but  deeply  feel 
the  semimentt  which  have  been  exoressed  by 
your  excellency  io  some  part  of  tne  papers 
aow  before  tne  governmeot.  The  go- 
▼emor  in  counci',  however,  under  the 
pre«sure  of  the  occasion,  waives  all  consi- 
derations of  this  nature ;  and  his  views  being 
•olely  directerl  10  the  means  best  calculated 
to  preserve  the  foundations  of  public  con- 
fidence and  of  public  authority;  I  have 
been  commanded  most  earnestly  to  recom- 
mend Co  yoiftr  excellency  the  release  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Munro  from  his  present 
arrest. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  G.  Blciian, 

Chief  Sec.  to  Gov. 

Fort  St  George, 
S4th  January,  1809. 

Not,  18.— Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  com- 
maoder-in^hicf,  25th  January,  1809. 
George  fiuchan,  Es^.  chief  secretary  to 
governnient. 

81m,— 1  am  CiTOttred  with  your  letter  of 
this  date,  and  have  the  honour  to  request 
that  I  may  be  favoured  with  a  copy  of  lieu« 
tcnant-colonel  Maoro*s  appeal  to  govern- 
ment, wliich  I  only  curiorily  inspected  when 
tranmittcd  to  me  liy  chat  officer;  ?nd  until 
1  have  permed  it.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to 
defer  replying  to  the  dispatch  from  you» 
wHtten  Of  the  oommand  of  the  honourable 
the  foremor  in  oooncU. 
lam.  Sir, 
Your  very  ftuibful  servant, 

a)        Hay  Macoowall. 


Toaf  very  I 

Madras, 
ft^h  Jaoaaiy,  1^. 


No.  19.— Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  com- 
vander-io^hiel,  tjth  January,  1809. 

To  licnteaant-gicnerar  Macoowall,  com* 
maoder-io-cbief. 
Sir, 

Par.  i.-»I  am  directed  by  the  honourable 
the  pernor  in  council  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  and  have 
the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  excellency,  by 
desire  of  the  governor  in  council,  the  ori- 

S'  lal  letter  received  from  lieuteoantrcobnel 
unro. 

c— It  being  an  original   paper,  it  is  the 
teqiiest  of  the  governor  in  council,  that  yo^^ 
excellency  will  give  directions^  for  iu  being 
fctumed  when  not  further  required. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  G.  Buchan, 

Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

Ko.  so.— -Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  com- 
maodcr-in<chief,  a4ib  Januaiy,  1809^— with 
one  enclosure. 
The  honourable  Sir  George  Barlow,  Bart. 

K.B.  Sccftc. 
Iir,rrl  ^^^  t^  booOilr  »  submit  fior  your 


perusal  a  letter  which  has  been  forwarded  from 
captain  Macdowall,   written  with  a  view  to 
relieve  him   from  your  displeasure.      1  sin-* 
cerely  trust  it  may  hdvt-  the  ctfc'ct. 
I  have  the  honour  10  be, 
Honourable  Sir, 
your  very  obeditfui,  hamble  servant, 
(Signed)    Hay  Macoowall, 

Licut.-gencraU 
Madras,  • 

January  t4tb,  1809* 

To  the  honourable  Sir  George  Hilaro  Bar- 
low, Ban.  K.  B.  governor  in  council, 
&c.  &c. 

Sir, -—I  am  concerned  to  find  that  a  letter 
which  I  addressed  a  few  days  since  to  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  which  his  excel- 
lency forwarded  to  government,  has  been 
viewed  in  a  ligbi  far  different  from  my  inten- 
tion^ 

Having  had  no  wish  but  to  express  my- 
self wiih  most  perfect  respect,  and  to  obtain 
the  employment  on  service  which  I  solicited, 
I  can  only  now  request  that  you  will  do  me 
the  favour  to  return  that  Ibtier,  and  permit 
roe  to  withdraw  it. 

I  have  ih<;.honour  to  be, 
with  ihc  greatest  resect,  Sir, 
your  roost  obedienr,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)        S.  Mac  bo  wall    ;, 
Assist,  adjt.  ge 
Fort  St.  George,  to  the  army» 

14th  January,  1809. 

No.  21. — Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  com* 
mandefin-chief,  st^ih  January,  1809. 
To  lieutenant-general  Macdowail,  comman- 
.  drr»in-chicf. 
Sir,— The  honourable  the  governor  having 
iccordcd  your  letter  of  the  a4ih  instant,  with 
a  letter  from  capuin  M'DoWdll,  I  have  re- 
ceived the  directions  of  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil to  return  captain  M  'Dowall's  former  letter 
agreeably  to  his  request. 

I  have  the  horiour  to  be,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  O.  Bu  c  h  A  n. 

Chief  sec.  to  govt» 
Fort  St.  George, 
S5th  Januaiy,  1809. 

No.  ee,— Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  com* 
mander«in*chief,  85th  January,  1809,  with  an 
enclosure. 

George  Buchan,  esq ,  chief  secretaiy  to 
government. 

Sir,— It  is  not  without  a  mixture  of  sur« 
fNiie  and  regret  I  have  perused  your  letter 
of  yesterday's  date,  00  the;  subject  of  the  ar- 
rest of  the  quartcr-master*general.  I  was 
totally  unprepared  to  receive  from  the  ho* 
nousable  the  governor  in  council  an  implied 
censure  on  my  conduct  as  commander-in- 
chief  of  this  army,  «ind  a  direct  interference 
from  the  civil  authority  with  the  only  pre- 
rogative almost  remaining  in  his  hanris,  ihq 
power  of  judgipg  of  the  propticty  gf  bna^        M 
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ing  to  trial  ei«»ry  officer  \vho  may  be  accused 
ot  crimes  or  misdemeanors ;  such  inter- 
ference, I  presume  to  think,  is  unprecedent- 
ed, and  strikes  me  as  encouraging  a  very  dan- 
gerous example,  by  holding  out  to  the  army 
protection  and  support,  in  defiance  of  the 
judgment  and  authority  of  the  person  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature  to  direct  and  cou- 
trol  the  department  placed  under  his  imme- 
diate charge ;  it  reduces  the  articles  of  war  to 
a  dead  letter,  and  is  destructive  of  every  mi- 
litary principle. 

The  charges  preferred  against  licuienant- 
colooel  Munro  by  a  bodjr  of  respectable  of- 
ficers, after  much  reflection,  I  saw  no  cor- 
rect method  of  disposing  of  but  by  the  mea- 
sure I  have  adopted ;  it  is  the  only  legitimate 
method  of  affording  him  an  opportunity  of 
vindicating  his  character ;  and,  m  that  event, 
being  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  a 
court-martial,  he  will  then  be  enabled  to 
bring  his  accusers  to  trial ;  they  are  answer- 
able for  their  acts ;  and  the  perseverance  with 
which  they  adhere  to  their  purpose,  has  led 
me  to  imagine  that  they  consider  their  pro- 
ceedings as  the  best  adapted  to  relieve  him 
from  ir  jurious  aspersions. 

Under  this  view  of  «^  matter,  the  obser- 
vations of  the  honourable  the  governor  in 
council,  in  regard  to  the  plans  of  the  quarter- 
master-general, having  been  approved  of  by 
government)  cannot  occasion,  on  my  part, 
any  deviation  from  the  line  to  be  pursued, 
which  is  strictly  military;  nor  can  I  evade 
bringing  the  qfuestion  to  issue  without  com- 
promising the  honour  of  the  whole  army, 
and,  therefore,  very  sincerely  have  to  lament 
that  1  cannot  comply  with  a  recommendation 
so  earnLftly  urged  by  the  hoTWurable  the  go- 
Vertwr  in  council. 

I  have  further  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  hunourable  the  president  in  council, 
that  I  shMl  direct  a  charge  to  be  exhibited 
against  lieutenant-colonel  Munro,  for  dis- 
respect to  the  com n>ander-in- chief,  in  pre- 
suming to  address  government,  it  being  con- 
trary to  established  orders,  subversive  of  mi- 
litary discipline,  and  in  opposition  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  service. 

To  elucidate  this  subject,  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  request'  you  will  submit  to  the  ho- 
.nourable  the  governor  in  council,  the  accom- 
panying extract  of  a  letter  from  the  late  re- 
vered and  lamented  marquis  Comwallis. 

The  warrant  which  I  possess  from  his 
m'ajesty,  and  the  commission  I  hold  from 
the  East  India  company,  guide  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  important  duties  attached  to 
my  situation,  and  which  vest  in  me  certain 
rights  and  powers  which  I  cannot  without 
dan^^er  abandon. 

Had  any  other  process  appeared  to  me 
practicable  for  lessening  the  dimculties  of  this 
disagreeable  case,  1  should  h  ive  been  most 
bappy  in  having  had  recourse  to  the  mildest 
means  for  bringing  it  to  a  conclusion ;  hue 
perhaps  the  honourable  the  governor  in  coun- 
^         cil  is  not  awaie,   that  if  Ijcuurnant-colonel 


Mi]fnro  was  released  from  arrest  to^,  hi 
would  to-morrow  of  himself  demand  a  irel; 
and  while  his  character  suffers  from  the 
strong  imputations  against  it,  a  court-maniil 
would  be  grant^  to  him.  Ic  seems  to  be 
impossible  to  avoid  a  series  of  court'martials; 
and  my  judgment  has  led  me  to  declare, 
that  the  quarter-master-general  shall  be  fir* 
tried.  This  officer  endeavours  to  screen  him- 
self by  stating  that  he  holds  a  situation  under 
government,  and  presumes  to  deny  the  au- 
thority of  the  commander-in-chief;  but  the 
case  IS  absolutely  the  reverse,  as  he  is  one  of 
the  principal  staff  of  the  person  at  the  hnd 
of  the  army,  and  I  deny  that  he  can  hold  any 
communication  but  through  the  chanocl  d 
his  superior. 

I  have,  at  the  desire  of  the  honourable  the 
president  in  council,  returned  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Munro*s  original  papers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)        Hay  MacdowalL/ 
Madras, 
January  85tb,  1809. 

Extract  of  a   letter  from*earl  Comwdlis; 
dated  Fort  William,  I4ih  March,  1789. 
Recorded  in  the  office  of  the  adjoiant-geoeiil 
of  the  army. 

"  I  trust,  if  it  has  not  been  already  dooff 
that  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George  will, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  see  the  necessity 
of  recalling  so  indefensible  a  resolution;  id^ 
before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  must  cxpr^ 
my  wish,  that  it  should  be  recollected  by  the 
civil  and  military  department  at  Madras, 
that  the  adjutant  general  of  the  conpny*! 
troops  on  that  establishment  cannot,  witbcut 
the  greatest  irregulaiiiy,  unless,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  the  functions  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief shoi;ld  be  exercised  by  die 
board,  have  any  direct  communication  with 
the  civil  government,  he  has  no  indepoHknt 
authority  of  his  own,  but  is  only  an  execu- 
tive instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  command- 
er-in-chief, or  of  the  senior  officer  of  ibc 
troops,  when  discharging,  as  at  present,  tbe 
duties  of  that  officer  for  circulating  his  orders 
to  the  army,  in  the  manner  that  he  may 
think  proper  to  direct.  All  minmes  of  couc- 
cil  or  orders  of  government  that  relate  » 
the  troops,  ought  to  be  addressed  directly  to 
the  commander-in-chief  or  senior  officer, 
and  be  alone  should  be  held  responsible  to 
government,  for  the  purpose  of  distribmioa 
and  effectual  execution  of  them. 

(Signed)        F.Cappei, 
(A  true  extract.)        Adjutam-GenerzK'' 

No.  23. — Copy  of  a  letter  to  thccominin* 
der-in»chieP.  fi/ihJanuarjMScg, 
To  lieutenant-general  Macdowall^  conmo* 
der-in-cbief. 

Sir,— Par.  1,— I  am  directed  by  the  bo 
nourable  the  governor  in  council,  to  acknow- 
the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  leiier  of 
the       iostaoty  and  to  aspieia  ttie  itqucftoi 
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\ht  governor  in  council  to  be  fofonncd,  wbe- 
tber  he  is  to  undcntand  from  that  commuDica- 
tk>n,  that  it  it  your  intention  to  decline  a 
compliance  with  the  order*  of  the  governor 
m  council,  on  the  tubject  of  the  release  of 
the  quarter-masfcr-gcncral  from  arrest;  as 
under  the  explanation  conveyed  in  the  letter 
which  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to 
your  excellency,  by  desire  of  the  gotrtmor 
m  council,  on  the  241  h  instant,  the  govern- 
or in  council  considered  that  communication 
to  be  equivalent  to  the  expression  of  his  orders 
OB  the  subject. 

2. — The  governor  in  council  will  be  soli- 
citous to  receive  your  excellency's  early  reply 
OQ  this  point. 

I  have  the  honour  to  br,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)        G.  Buchan, 
Chief  Sec.  to  Gov. 

Fort  St.  George.   - 
a7rti  January,  1809. 

J^o.  24. — Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  com- 
mander-in  chief,  fiyth  January,  1809. 

George  fiuchan,  esq.  chief  secretary  to 
government. 

Sir.*— I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of 
this  date,  and  lose  not  a  moment  to  reply  to 
it. 

In  my  commission  from  the  East  India 
company  it  is  stated,  that  I  am  appointed 
commander-in-chief  at  the  presidency  of 
Fort  St.  George,  subject  however  to  the 
orders  of  the  government  ia  council ;  but  as 
in  my  huwble  judgment  this  is  meant  to  im- 
pl^  that  such  orders  should  be  legal  and  con- 
fititational,  I  do  nor  see  how  1  can  yield  up 
my  military  authority  without  protesting 
a^in<  what  I  conceive  to  be  an  undue  iiitcr- 
fcrciKt.  This  I  am^compelled  to  do  in  my 
own  vir>dication,  and  to  dnsfend  me  from  the 
displeasure  of  my  sovereign. 

If  under  this  protest  the  honourable  the 
goveinor  in  council  is  pleased  to  persist  in 
conveying  to  me  a  positive  order  that  lieute- 
B4nt-<:olonel  Munro  shall  be  released,  I 
mutt  of  course  submit ;  by  this  act  the  de- 
gradation of  the  commander-io-cbief  will 
be  completed,  and  I  shall  most  seriously 
lament  that  the  honourable  the  governor  in 
council  should  have  had  recourse  to  so  unex- 
ampled a  measure. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)       Hay  Mac  do  wall; 
Madras, 
eyihjan.  1809. 

No.  25. — Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  com- 
mander-in-Chiet,' 27ih  Januarv,  1809. 
To  lieut.  general  Macdowal I,  commander- 
in-chief. 
Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  excellency's  letter  of  this  date, 
wad  t%  convey  to  yott  the  Ofdcn  of  the  go- 


vernor in  cotmcii,  that  yoa  do  forthwith  re  • 
lea^  lieuteoant-colood  Mimro  from  his 
arrest. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)        It.  Buchan, 
Chief  see.  to  govt* 
Fort  St. George, 
97tli  January,  1809. 

No.  26. — Copy  of  a  letter  firom  the  com- 
roander-in-chief,  d^d  January,   1809, — with  ' 
memorial  from  the  officers. 

George  Buchan,  esq.  chief  secretary  to 
government. 

Sir,— Placed  at  the  bead  of  an  army  of 
near  seventy  thousand  men,  comtnandcd  by 
as  brave  aixl  patriotic  a  body  of  officers  ac  ' 
ever  did  honour  to  the  profession  of  arms, 
it  is  a  duty  I  owe  them  and  to  the  high  situ* 
ation  I  hold,  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  protect  their  rights,  and  to  redress  tboir 
grievances. 

The  accompanying  memorial  firom  the 
officers  composing  the  Madras  army,  and 
addressed  to  the  honourable  the  court  ef  di- 
rectors, is  so  fully  expressive  of  their  feel- 
ings, ard  states  so  temperately  their  several 
complainu,  that  it  cannot  fail  to  maka  a  deep 
impression  on  the  minds  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  East  India  company. 

While  cheerfully  performing  their  duty, 
amidst  the  alann  and  peril  incident  to  a  sol- 
dier's life,  they  have  gradually  witnessed  the' 
annihilation  ot  every  emolument  that  could 
afford  present  comfort,  or  have  held  out, 
though  at  a  remote  period,  a  prospect  of  fu- 
ture competency,  and  a  hope  of  revisiting 
their  native  laiid ;  they  are  now  reduced  to 
a  bare  subsistence,  and  are  doomed  to  past 
their  lives  in  this  remote  and  unwholesome 
climate,  without  a  chance  of  ever  beholding 
their  families  or  connections.  Such  a  situ- 
ation must  warmly  interest  the  mind  of  the 
humane  and  liberal,  and  should  their  appeal 
acquh-e  the  additional  aid  of  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  honourable  the  president  in  coun- 
cil, joy  will  be  diffused  in  every  countenance, 
and  success  must  follow  if  their  cause  is 
espoused  by  a  just  aod  generous  govern- 
ment. 

I  have,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)     Hay  Mac  do  wall, 
Lieut.-general. 
Madras, 

S3d  Jan.  1809. 

To  the  honourable-  the  court  of  directors, 
for  the  honourable  East  India  company. 

&C.&C.  *^' 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1  — We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the 
honourable  company's  army  on  the  establish- 
ment of  Fort  St.  George,  being  firmly  per- 
suaded that  the  interests  of  our  honourable 
masters  are  inseparable  from  our  own,  and  inv 
pressed  with  full  confideoce  in  the  cando 
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and  liberality  so  eminently  tbe  characteristic 
of  the  honourable*  East  India  company,  have 
come  to  the  resolution  of  submitting  our 
grirVmcci  lo  ihe  consideration  of  your  ho- 
nourable court. 

a  — ^Tbe  officers  of  the  Madras  army  feel 
confitl'-nt  the  iuhject  will  meet  wiih  that  fa- 
vouialile  attention  which  its  importance  die- 
tares,  and  that  our  reprrvntaiion  will  be 
viewed  i  i  thr  light  inicndcd,  a  respectful 
but  solemn  ;ippeal  to  your  feeling^s  as  men, 
and  to  your  j  iNiice,  prudence,  and  imparti- 
aiifv,a8  rulers  of  a  vast  empire. 

3.-— Thr  peculiar  narure  and  constitution 
of  the  comp.uy's  army,  so  difFcrcm  from 
that  of  any  other  in  the  world,  is  in  the  first 
place  a  proper  object  of  consideration.  In- 
entering  the  national  ser  ice  of  our  country, 
siBntish  subject  may  calculate  fairly  on  spe lad- 
ing at  1  ast  a  considerable  portion  of  his  mi- 
Hury  liic  in  the  enjoyment  attendant  on  a  re- 
sidence, in  bis  n<itivc  land;  but  such  is  the 
cons(:tution  of  vour  service,  that  it  is  neces- 
sary, before  a  young  roan  cun  embrace  It, 
that  he  should  have  made  up  his  mind  to 
sacrifice,  for  the  present,  every  tie  of  kin- 
dred aud  connection,  to  submit  to  a  long 
and  painful  separation,  .in  a  climate  most 
ungenial  to  his  constitution,  from  all  that  he 
holds  mo>t  dear,  in  the  bop*:  that  at  a  future 
period  he  may  be  enabled  to  return  to  ihcm, 
crovwjrd  by  the  hands  of  honour  and  virtue, 
with  tbai  competence  to  which  he  looks  for- 
ward as  the  solace  of  his  troubles,  the  just 
reward  of  his  meritorious  services.  Deprive 
buu  of  that  prospect,  what  is  his  profession 
but  slavery  P  What  is  his  life  but  a  bur- 
den? 

4. — The  service  did  till  lately  realize  in  a 
great  measure  these  expectations,  but  the 
pr- sent  exhibits  a  melancholy  reverse.  The 
chief  sources  of  emolument  hitherto  enjoved 
by  the  army  no  longer  exist,  thus  rendciing 
our  prospects  most  eloomy,  »«  thirty  or  for- 
^y  years  must  now  oe  passed  in  the  service 
before  th^ii  rank  can  be  obtained,  which  will 
entitle  ihrm  to  leap,  in  a  small  de^^ree,  tbe 
huvest  of  their  toiK;  of  wh^i  worth  then  is 
su'^h  independence,  when  health,  the  greatest 
bl('sf.in)(  in  life,  is  flown,  and  when  age  pro- 
hibits thf  p')wer  of  cnjoymji  it? 

5. — How  few  escape  the  ravages  of  war 
ang  d.stdses  incit^cntal  to  the  climate  expe- 
rience has  shewn,  but  still  the  pro<;pect  of 
revisiting,  at  no  oid'nary  length  ot  time, 
our  Native  land  in  ctmiloii  cheers  us  in  rhe 
dreary  path;  but  if  this  object  is  removed  or 
pldccd  at  such  a  distance  as  to  be  almost 
Y'nhout  pur  reach,  hope  is  destroyed  and 
emulation  ceases  to  exist.  Families  of  re- 
S|Hci.ic>.)iiy  wiil  no  longer  consider  your  ser- 
vice as  a  libcial  provision  for  their  sons; 
vacancies  must  be  supplied  by  such  description 
of  persons  as  offer,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances the  fate  of  an  army,  which  at  this 
moment  may  be  classed  amorig  ihf  most  re- 
ipectablic  in  ine  wofld^,is.ioo  obviously  melan- 


choly to  be  contemplated  witboat  regret  aoi 
alarm. 

Among  the  many  instances  of  redaciioB 
in  the  emohimcnc  of  the  armv,  we  caonot 
avoid  considering  the  abolition  of  the,  Wnr 
allowance,  formerly  gnnied  to  officen  ia 
command  of  divisions  and  stations,  rogetber 
with  'J^r  recent  orders  of  govern mrut  pro- 
hibitiii^  full  batta  to  be  drawn  by  tbe  officen 
commanding  small  posts  and  ga*  i  iiooe,  a^  in- 
stances of  peculiar  hardship.  lo  no  country 
perh.-ip>  in  the  workl  a.e  ;he  duties  ol  hospita- 
lity more  strictly  practised  in  tbe  general  recep- 
tion and  entert^finment  of  iravelTrr-,  wbctber 
they  may  be  personally  acqoaintcd  or  sue 
Government,  in  a  general  order  uixierdate 
tb^  181  November,  1H04,  have  motr  hot^ourw 
ably  and  openly  admitted  this  principle  in  tbe 
following  paragraph: 

**  Officers  commanding  small  posts,  which 
from  their  situation  on  principal  roadv  necei* 
sarily  subject  them  to  expenses,  which  the 
allowances  of  their  rank  is  insuflkieot  to  sop- 
port." 

6. — To  these,  from  our  6rst  entering  iiHo 
the  service,  we  h^ve  been  tau^bt  to  Sook  op 
as  our  unalienable  rights.  They  h^vc  erabled 
officers  exercising  commands  to  upptirt  their 
respectability  in  the  eyes  of  the  Ntftivcs, 
and  it  may  he  safely  sai :  to  have  not  a  little 
contributed  to  rai>c  the  army  to  lU  present  state 
of  estimation,  by  hoMing  forth  an  adequate 
encouragement  to  young  men  of  respectability 
to  ei'ter  your  service. 

7. — We  are  also  impressed  with  a  joat 
sense  of  the  degradation  and  it  jury  to  which 
we  have  been  exposed,  by  the  mode  of  se- 
lecting officers  for  general  commands.  On 
this  peculiar  occasion  we  beg  to  observe,  that 
it  is  with  serious  regret  we  feel  the  necessity 
of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  your  honoarable 
court  the  frequent  disregard  paid  >co  yoar 
honourable  court's  orders  and  imtmctions 
by  the  government  ot  Madras,  part icnlaily 
in  the  instance  of  retaining  the  omcers  of  bis 
majesty's  service  in  the  command  of  princi- 
pal stations,  of  which  their  corfs  form  na 
farty  and  of  the  appointments  of^  paymasters 
CO  be  held  by  military  men,  neither  of  whirb 
have  been  carried  into  tS^ccx^  and  is  con^- 
quently  in  direct  opposition  to  your  authority. 
The  chief  object  of  the  principle  lately  as- 
sumed apixrars  to  be  the  total  exclusion  of 
the  officeis  of  your  army  from  any  situation 
of  trust,  responsibility,  or  cmolummt,  by 
the  transfer  of  the  situations  to  the  officers  of 
his  majesty's  service. 

8— We  are  far  from  wishing  to  revive 
any  invidious  distinctions  between  the  two 
services,  and  are  fully  aware  bf  tbe  wisdom 
and  necessity  of  that  rule  of  government 
which  leaves  to  the  local  autboriries  in  Ir.dia 
the  selection  of  officers  for  military  cooi- 
mands,  by  any  restriction  with  respect  to  tbe 
braiiches  of  rhe  army  frqm  which  rhe  se- 
lections are  to  be  made ;  but  when  a  derided 
preference  is  sbewiiby^atjii^  ofBcers  of  hit 
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■ujtsty^s  tenrice,  we  canoot  bot  cxpran  a 
jast  iadignatioo  at  mctsures  so  diacordaol  to 
OUT  feelings  as  soldiers,  for  we  cannot  admit 
for  one  moment  tbe  superior  right  of  his 
majesty's  officers  to  ntuations  of  general 
command  in  the  Indian  army>  as  such  ad- 
mission would  alone  be  grounded  upon  a  re- 
cognition  of  superior  aaims  and  superior 
qualifications  on  their  part,  and  a  renun- 
ciation of  our  own  of  those  advantages  which 
may,  without  presumption,  be  supposed  to 
result  from  the  devotion  of  the  chief  part  of 
our  lives  to  the  service  of  our  couociy  ao  this 
quarter  of  the  world. 

9.— We  feel  partial  redress  00  the  remov- 
ing of  his  majesty's  officers  from  subordinate 
staff  situations  latelv  held  by  them,  and  as 
the  justness  of  sucn  a  measure  so  evidently 
appeared  to  your  honourable  court,  as  to  be 
adopted  by  your  government,  we  rely  on  a 
InrtDer  extension  of  that  justness  to  a  re- 
nioval  of  the  preference  snewn  to  his  ma- 
jesty's officers  in  selection  to  commands  so 
galling  to  the  feelings  of  your  officers,  and 
to  the  lessening  them  and  yoar  service  in  the 
estimation  of  the  Native  soldiers,  which, 
with  the  other  circumstances  combined,  has 
been  already  too  much  affiscted,  aiMl  though 
not  our  province  to  remark  on  the  causes,  and 
notwithstanding  the  unhappy  tumult  appears 
to  have  subsided,  yet  we  perceive  it  a  circum- 
stance to  give  an  additional  reason  for  ixx  longer 
lielayiog  the  fiiU  expression  of  our  sentiments 
and  feelinfn,  for  which  we  deplore  beyond 
all  others  the  mekncholy  eveou  which  have 
occurred,  and  while  we  deem  it  a  duty,  at 
die  haxard  of  oiu  lives  to  contribute  at  fer 
St  lies  within  our  power  to  complete  restora- 
don  of  order,  ana  to  the  revival  of  loyalty 
and  attachment  in  the  breasu  of  the  deluded 
Narive  soldiery  of  this  establishment,  we 
roust  state  our  conscientious  belief  that  every 
ace  which  has  a  tendency  to  affect  the  nnk/ 
the  influence,  and  respectability  of  the  of- 
ficers in  the  honourable  company's  service, 
must  aixl  ever  will  in  its  result  prove  hurtful  to 
tbe  discipline  and  attachment  of  the  Native 
army,  and  consequently  injurious  to  your 
iiitereats,  and  to  tbe  Brituh  government  in  In- 
dia. 

10.— Excepting  in  a  few  instances,  an 
officer  has  nothing  now  to  look  to  but  his 
bare  pays  nothing  remains  to  reward  merit 
or  to  excite  emulation.  We* are  doomed  to 
toil  through  many  and  painful  years  on  an 
allowance  scarcely  adequate  to  our  subsistence, 
until  after  a  pmod  ot  twenty-two  years  ac- 
tual service  in  In  lit.  we  have  the  melancholy 
alternative  of  rciurning  home  to  live  in  inde- 
pendence and  comparative  poverty  on  the 
pennon  of  our  ranks,  or  of  combating  with 
age  and  infirmities  in  a  clime  avowedly  hostile 
to  our  constitutions. 

1 1 . — Did  we  conceive  the  finances  of  our 
honourable  masters  were  in  such  a  state  as  to 
retiuire  reductions,  which  render  us  poor 
indeedf  but  which  enrich  them,  we  should 


cheerfully  acquiesce  in  itich  measures;  but 
when  we  find  that  nothing  of  a  similar  na* 
ture  is  attempted  on  the  other  establishments, 
00  the  contrary,  that  the  allowances  of  the 
Bengal  army  are  superior  to  our  own  ;  we 
are  convinced  they  cannot  have  been  dicuted 
by  sound  policy  or  a  just  regard  to  your  iotc- 
leats. 

12. — It  is  almost  superfluous  to  press  upon 
the  attention  of  vour  honourable  court  the 
advanced  price  01  every  European  article  of 
coosumpTioOj  the  enhanced  value  of  the  com- 
mon necestanes  of  life,  and  increase  of  wages 
of  all  descriptiofis  of  domestics  so  peculiar 
to  this  presidency.^  It  seldom  happens  that, 
with  tbe  most  ngid  economy,  the  present 
pay  and  allowances  meet  every  reasonable 
demand  in  the  different  ranks  of  your  army. 

13  —The  next  consideration  we  have  the 
honour  to  draw  the  attention  of  your  honour- 
able court  to,  is  the  abolition  of  the  tent  con- 
tract»  recently  held  by  officere  commanding 
Narive  corps,  and  the  consequent  destruction 
of  the  most  active  principle  of  prompt  move- 
ment with  the  army.  Persons  blinded  by 
self-interest,  and  unaware  of  the  extent  and 
magnitude  of  the  designs  they  pr«posQ  to  ' 
embrace,  have  presented  specious  plans  of 
economy  to  government,  which,  though  they 
appear  nir  in  the  theory,  are  morally  impos- 
sible in  practice.  To  cultivate  these  asser- 
tions, it  is  only  necessary  to  compare  the 
Mysone  campaign  in  1709,  at  but  a  vory 
inconsiderable  distance  from  tbe  presidency, 
when  the  public  appointments  and  stores 
of  the  army  were  carried  by  government 
and  the  memorable  and  eventml  wars  in 
which  we  have  ao  recently  been  engaged  with 
the  confederate  Mahratta  chieftains,  many 
hundred  miles  removed  from  our  nearest 
frontier;  the  distress  and  inconvenience  ex- 
perienced on  the  former  occasion  were  found 
so  great,  that  the  commander-in-chief,  (ge-^ 
neral  Harris)  was  necessitated  in  general  or- 
dera  to  call  for  the  assistance  of  individuals, 
and  even  the  sepoys,  to  convey  a  part  of  the 
public  stores. 

14. — ^Tbe  active  energy  and  zeal  which 
pervaded  the  tent  department,  during  our 
long-protracted  and  desultory  war  with  the' 
Mahrattas,  not  only  affords  incontestible  evi- 
dence of  the  fidelity  of  commanding  officers 
of  corps  in  the  execution  of  their  stipulated 
engagements,  and  of  the  attention  paid  by 
them  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  their  men, 
but  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  the  difficulties 
and  emharrassmenu  experienced  in  a  cam- 
paign of  not  six  monthv duration,  and  within 
a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  our  own  territo- 
ries. 

15. — The  tent  contract  for  Native  corpc 
was  established  on  the  loih  April,  1802: 
From  that  period,  as  will  appear  by  the  ho- 
nourable Sir  Arthur  Wcllcsley's  letter  to  the 
most  noble  the  governor-general,  under  date 
Jafferabad,  the  17th  January,  1804,  many 
corps  employ<|^g.^in^|h^  Mahratto  campaign 
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had  been  io  the  field,  from  which  some  of 
them  did  not  return  till  the  middle  of  i8c6. 
The  honourable  general  in  his  letter  dwells 
strongly  upon  thr  loss  officers  sustained  indi- 
vidually in  camp  equipage  and  other  field 
ctjuipmenis,  the  same  arguments  to  the  situ- 
ation of  officers  in  gcneia!,  iis  expressed  in  the 
honourable  pcncral's  letter,  and,  in  cousc- 
<juence  of  which,  they  subsequently  received' 
fix  mouths'  battaa^  a  gratuity,  equally  applied 
to  commanding  officet s;  the  latter,  howcvc^r, 
received  no  extra  compensation  on  accurit 
of  the  heavy  damage  susiained  in  the  public 
camp  equipage  of  their  ccitps,  the  regulations 
cstabli>hcd  on  ihc  loth  Apul,  l8c2,  ha\(ijig 
expressly  provided  against  "it."  Ii  is  but  rea- 
sonable to  infer,  that  bad  t]»e  cotnm.inding 
officers  then  in  the  field  conceived  that  the 
all  iwancc  which  they  understood  to  be  solemn- 
ly guaranteed  to  them  in  the  public  orders  of 
government,  was  to  be  discontinued  the 
mument  it  became  a  temporary  advantage  to 
withdraw  it,  by  the  return  of  the  army  to 
qua.rers.  they  would  have  mad«*  a  respectful 
apj.iication  to  government  to  release  them 
from  a  burden  of  a  present  cxp  nsc,  withuut 
a  pro^HJCi  of  future  emolument  aj  an  nidcm- 
njficvion  for  immediate  lois. 

We  forb'.ar  rccuriit)g  to  every  instance  in 
which  gevornment  have  experienced  difficul- 
ties in  crnducting  the  camp  ec]uipaj:e  of  the 
army-  This  happened  more  particularly  in 
1791,  when,  at  a  mom  .;nt  of  public  distress, 
the  late  marquis  Coinwallis,  trusting  to  the 
zeal^d  ardour  t'or  the  interest^  of  their  em- 
ployers thai  have,  we  believe,  eminently  f'is- 
tiiiguished  the  coast  army  in  every  imix)riant 
crisis,  entrusted  temporarily  the  conducnng 
the  camp  equipage  to  officers  commanding 
Native  corps,  when  he  found  it  in»possiblc 
to  be  cof.ducied  by  govrrnnuni;  on  this  oc- 
casion, (as  on  every  other)  the  officers  of  the 
aimy  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  a  measure  that 
Was  productivr  of  a^lvantajics  to  the  state. 

Since  in  the  instances  above-mentioned, 
with  the  base  <nid  unfounded  insinuations 
aj.'  tiiisr  the  officers  rommanding  corps,  as  ar- 
gu.uents  u>»ed  for  depriving  ibcm  of  the  tent 
Co  itraci,  guaranteed  to  them  m  public  orders, 
m  iM  evidently  a:  the  moment  h<^ve  lost  them 
th  •  crnfidcnre  of  your  government,  so  de- 
st. active  to  t  )C  boosted  eniu'atio  ^,  zeal,  ard 
artiouf  of  y^  ir  offic;'r>,  the  service  hai  b^en 
deepiy  *Auu:.vlid,  ibcy  become  the  grounds  of 
contj'lain',  wiiioh  so  powerfully  mgc  the 
redress  wc  soIil,.;  ihiis  we,  the:  offiers  of 
the  Madras  army,  in  on;;  voice,  humbly  peti- 
tion your  hvjnoiii.ihle  court  to  grant  that  wc 
be  restored  to,  and  conti'med  in,  our  former 
privilege  of  participatuig  in  the  profits  of  the 
B'zar  Fund,  and  that  the  Madras  army  be 
j.I*cjd  permanently  on  the  same  allowances 
with  th  t  of  B  igal ;  and  in  urging  this  re- 
quest, we  ptcsumc  we  only  ask  what  justice 
oeinanri.v,  our  services  entitle  us  to,  and  what 
we  shall  ever  consider  as  our  just  rights. 

Under  the  fullest  conviction  of  that  gene- 
rosity ot   sentiment  and  confidence   in   the 


wisdom  of  couQcil,   which  prevail   la   die 

decisions  of  your  honourable  court,  we  carmoc 
but  regret,  and  feelingly  lameni,  the  injuiy 
which  iht  public  service  sustains,  from  the 
rcpnsentativf  of  the  army,  the  cominandcr- 
if'-chicf,  being  deprived  of  the  accustomed 
power,  frntn  his  exclusion  from  a  seat  xa 
council,  nor  is  it  without  considerable  alarm 
that  we  foresee,  ui:aldcd  by  bis  council  and 
advice,  our  deares:  uteirsis  may  be  unintexk- 
tionally  sacrificed,-  and  the  security  of  the 
public  safety  endangered  by  n^easurcs  whicfa, 
tioin  a  defect  in  military  experience,  arc  not 
wih  due  precision  calculated  upon,  the  ill 
effects  resulting  fr'»m  the  n-escnt  system  h^^t 
in  100  many  instances^  oeen  manifest;  we, 
therefore,  humbly  solicit  of  your  honourable 
coun  to  ia|ve  th^  subject  into  your  most  seri- 
ous comldeijtiOit  begging  to  observe,  that 
we  look  forv^Mid  with  anxious  solicitude  for 
your  favourable  decision  on  this  important 
occurrence. 

Wc  avjll  ourselves  of  this  opportunity,  to 
respectfully  touch  on  the  subject  of  the  off- 
recl>onii)^s,  which  wcie  ssid  to  have  been 
thrown  mto  a  general  fund,  under  the  pica 
that  the  colonels,  under  the  Madras  establish- 
ment, derived  greater  advantages  from  tbem 
than  that  of  Bctjgal ;  wc  should,  we  have  to 
remark,  have  been  ready  to  allow  of  the  jus- 
tice and  equity  of  the  decision,  were  it  not 
that  the  army  of  Madras  arc  excluded  from 
every  |dvantage  ?:njoyed  by  our  brother  otB- 
ccrsin  other  respect*  on  that  establishment. 

To  add  weight  to  our  claims,  we  arc  not 
v?jn  enough  to  enumerate  our  services,  which, 
without  arrogance,  may  be  allowed  at  least 
coinmcnsuraic  with  that  portion  of  your  army, 
disiii)guished  by  more  substantial  marks  of 
your  favour  and  consideration.  We  shall 
forbear  drawing  a  retrospect  of  occasions 
which  called  forth  an  unanimous  voice  of 
approbation,  it  is  enough  that  we  have  ac- 
complished what  the  wisdom  of  our  gover- 
nors dictated,  it  is  enough  for  us  that  wc  have 
extended  your  dominions,  and  secured  your 
power,  and  it  is  enough  in  our  praise  that  we 
have  done  our  duty,  and  aie  alwys  ready  to 
follow  where  i(  points  the  way. 

Bi-  assured,  honourable  Sirs,  that  our  loy- 
alty to  your  cause  is  unshaken,  but  wc  feel 
it  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves  to  state  what  wc 
conceive  leal  grievances,  thatwc  may  not  aj^ 
pear  tacitly  to  acquiesce  in  our  degradation; and 
persuaded  that  our  claims  arc  founded  io 
justice,  we  look  forward  with  confidence  to 
the  contemplation  of  otir  wishes  at  no  distant 
period;  ill  the  mean  lirre  we  await  the  op- 
portunity of  displaying  to  the  world  fas  we 
have  done  on  all  former  occasions)  tnat  in 
zral  andaidour  for  your  cause  and  the  cause 
of  our  country,  the  officers  of  the  Madras 
army  yield  to  none. 

(True  copies.) 
(Signed)    J.H.Price, 
Sec.  to  govt. 
Fort  St.  George  establishment^ 

Janu.r;,i8o9.  v^^^i^ 
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No.  27.— Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  com- . 
raander-io-chief^  qSiH  J^muary,  1809. 
To  lieuteoant-gencral  Mac<k>waU,  coiaman- 
dcr-in«chicf. 

SiKi — I  am  directed  by  the  honourable  the 
Kovcroor  in  council,  10  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  2<id 
in^ianty  aod  of  ibc  memorial  therewith  Mib* 
milted. 

The  governor  in  council  directs  me  to  itate, 
that  it  is  impossible  he  should  not  view,  wi'h 
extreme  disapprobation,  tl>c  scmm't'rs  ex- 
pressed in  thai  pa^iCr;    the  subject  will  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  honour  .ble 
court  of  directors ;  but  from  the  nature  of  it, 
the  governor  in  council  will  consider  it  proper 
to  postpone  ainy  final  orders  regarding  the  dis- 
posal of  the  paper  in  question,  uniil  it  shMl 
have  been  laid  befoje  the  right  honourable 
the  governor-general  in  council. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  mosi  obedient  humble  servant, 
(Signed)    G  BucHAK» 
Chiet  sec.  to  guvtr 

Fort  St.  Georgr', 
28ih  January,  1^09. 

No.  ?8.— Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  com- 
snandcr-in-chief,  28th  January,  1809. 
George  Buchan,  Esq.  chief  secretary. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to 
you.  for  the  purpo&c  of  bring  laid  before  the 
nonotuable  the  president  in  council,  a  mcjno- 
rial  from  almost  the  whole  of  the  oCRccu  in 
command  of  the  Native  ccrps  unucr  this 
establishment,  which  rhcy  rctjuesi  may  be 
transmitted  to  the  honourable  the  court  of 
directors. 

I  brg  leave  to  state,  that  I  had  not  seen 
this  memorial  at  the  time  I  directed  lieuic- 
nant-coloncl  Munro  to  be  placed  under  an 
arrest,  upon  charges  preferred  again&t  him 
by  the  officers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  very  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)    Hay  Mac  do  w    •  t, 

Licut.-gen. 
M^idras, 
28: h  January,  1809. 

No.  29. — Copy  of  a  Irtter    to  the   com- 
mander-in-chief, s8ih  January,  1809. 
To  lieutenant-g^-ueral  Macdowall,  comman- 
der-in-ohief. 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  honourable 
the  govemrv  in  council,  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  thi>  date, 
and  to  acquaint  you,  that  under  the  orders 
recemly  passed  on  the  subject  of  the  charge 
preferred  against  the  quartcr-master-gentral  of 
the  army,  the  governor  in  council  Considers 
the  tenor  of  the  memorial,  transmitted  with 
your  excellency's  letter,  to  be  objectionable 
and  improper  to  be  submitted  to  the  honour* 
able  court  of  directors.    1  have  accordingly 


the  honour  to  return  ihc  nemct-al  by  dc«ro 
of  ih&  governor  in  council. 

1  have  the  Wi.our  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  mo*t  obedient,  hiiUible  servant, 
(Signed)     G  Buchan, 
Chici  sec.  togiivt. 
Fort  St.  George, 
28tb  January,  1809* 

Military  department.— GENERAL  LET- 

T£R,  ftSth  February,   1808,    wuh  three 

encK')surc«i. 
To    the    hot»ourat>Ie  couit   of  directors  for 

affairs  of  the  honour^bU    'h"  uQUed  com- 

pany    of  mcrchauu  of  £i)glaDd|    trading 

to  tlie  £a<«t  Indies. 
Honourable  Sirs, 

We  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your 
honourable  court,  hy  the  presear  opportunity, 
copies  tii  our  di^p^tches  in  thi#  department* 
dated  sg  h  and  31st  ultimo,  and  ^  instant. 

2.*-rhoS''  dispatches  will  iniorm  you  of 
the  measures  which  we  cccmed  it  our  duty  to 
adopt,  With  regard  to  the  late  comtnaiider* 
in-chiei  <k  (his  pre^idencv,  and  wiih  regard  to 
the  a.ljut'tnt-ifeneral  and  deputy  adjutant-ge* 
neral  ot  ihe<>rmy. 

.  5).^ n  addition  to  the  papers  refencd  to 
in  the  above  dispatches,  we  submit,  for  your 
irJbrmatioq,  the  co^y  of  a  further  report  Uid 
before  u^  by  the  judge -advocate-general,  >Q 
which  that  ofHier  has  reviewed  with  ability 
and  judgment  the  grounds  of  proceedin^i 
adop'cd  by  this  guvi-rnnoent.  The  re(j<Mrt 
commences  from  the  period  of  the  charges 
which  were  preferred  against  the  <^uarter* 
maktcr-gencral,  and  the  points  which  k 
particularly  discusses  arc,  the  illegal  iviiuro 
of  ihoj>e  charges;  the  decided  right  o^  tbe 
quarter-masiet-general  to  immutiuy  from  all 
personal  responsibihty,  for  the  opinw^os  which 
ne  had  stated  in  the  fuihlment  of  uis  public 
duty ;  the  legal  and  clear  right  ot  the  go* 
vernment  to  interpose  its  authority  io  check- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  late  commander- 
in-chief,  aod  in  liberating  the  quarter^m/ster- 
gcneral  from  arre^u;  the  outrage  offeied  by 
the  late  commandci-in-chief  to  the  civil  «iu* 
tbority,  in  publishing  :he  general  order  vhiih 
•  led  (o  his  removdl  fjoni  thecommand  oi  'he 
army;  and  the  reprehensible  and  illegal  roo* 
duct  of  tbe  adjuiani-gciicral  arui  deputy  -d6j\w 
tant-genrral  of  tbe  army,  in  giving  curreuey 
toaninilammatoiy  paper  of  that  dcj»C(iption. 

4  — We  have,  ihoujjht  it  proper  to  state  in 
this  place,  an  outline  of  the  tcrior  of  the  report 
of  the  jjdge-advocatc-gencral;  but  from  the 
chain  of  reasoning  which  ii  conveys,  ground- 
ed on  a  series  ot  legal  auihoriiics,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  refer  you  10  the  paper  in  quesuon 
for  a  concct  view  of  the  case. 

^  — With  regard  to  the  course  which  we 
observed  towards  the  late  comm.tnficr-in-chief» 
we  believe  that  tbe  reasons  alicidy  stated  to 
your  honourable  court  in  explai.auon  of  our 
measures,  will  be  deemed  conclusive,  and 
that  your  honoutable  court  will  be  satisfied, 
that  It  was  only  by  ixk€<.iQics  of  signal  M:vcntj 
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•nd  example  Ifiat  we  coald  hope  to  maintim 
the  public  authority,  under  the  evili  to  which 
it  was  exposed  by  luch  wiotoa  and  unpro* 
voked  aggressions,  as,  whatever  may  have 
'been  the  intention  of  their  author,  were  in 
their  nature  calculated  to  excite  a'univer«d 
'spirit  of  insubordination  and^  routioy  in 
the  army,  and  to  place  the  tntlkaiy  io  cureet 
opposition  to  the  civil  power.    • 

0.  We  consider  the  same  observations  to 
apply  to  the  officers  or  the  adjutant-eeneral's 
cmice.  The  judge-advocate-genetal  has  fully 
discussed  the  legal  responsibility  of  those 
officefs,  and  the  coarse  which  it  would  have 
been  competent  and  proper  for  them  to  have 
followed^  if  they  had  been  actuated  by  a 
correct  sense  of  their  public  duty. 

7.— In  promoting  r tie  currency  of  the  in- 
flammatory order  of  the  late  commander-in 
chief,  those  officers  had  committed  an  act  of 
great  en^mity ;  but  it  was  retnote  from  our 
«iesire  to  punish  wantonly,  and  we  had  no 
wish  but  to  preserve  the  foundations  of  public 
order.  We  were,  therefore,  fully  prepared 
t»  have  received  any  acknowledgment,  which 
either  or  both  of  the  officers  in  question  might 
have  made  as  an  atonement  for  their  conduct. 

8.-— If  the  act  by  which  they  had,  to  the 
extent  of  their  means,  injured  and  insulted 
the  atKhority  of  the  governmentf  had  pro- 
eeeded  from  any  imperfect  conception  of  their 
dunr,  as  to  their  obli^atioa  to  execute  in 
order  in  itself  unciDQstitutional  and  ille^U  or 
if  they  had  entertained  a  desire  to  repair  the 
injury,  the  course  wat  open  and  obvious.  But 
toe  course  which  was  adopted  ¥ras»  in  every 
fcspect,  the  reverse  of  the  mode  of  proceeding 
which  the  public  duty  of  those  omcers  im- 
pertouilv  required.  The  language  which 
was  held  was  very  different  from  that  of  ac- 
knowledgmeot  and  atonement,  and  the  con- 
duct which  was  observed  was  calculated  to 
inflame  to  a  higher  degree,  and  not  to  allay, 
a  fermem  already  too  much  excited. 

9.^ — In  these  circumstances  the  adjutant- 
general  of  the  army,  and  his  deputy,  be. 
came  in  all  respecu  parties  to  the  dangerous 
proceedtnga  of  theUte  commander-in-chief, 
and    the   same    powerful    reasons    which 

Kompted  our  meaaures  with  regard  to  the 
;e  commander-in-chief,  compelled  us  to 
extend  the  punishment  to  the  officers  of 
liis  staff  who  shared  in  his  offences. 

10.— In  adopting  those  and  the  other 
measures  which  we  have  reported  to  your 
honourable  court,  we  have  discharged,  ac 
cording  to  the  best  of  our  iudgment  and 
conscience,  the  sacred  duty  which  we  owed 
to  the  company  and  to  our  country .  We 
ve  satisfied  tliat  those  measures  were  essen- 
tial to  the  support  of  the  authority  of  the 
government;  and  thoug;fa  the  difficultiea 
with  which  they  have  been  attended,  have 
been  of  no  ordinary  nature,  we  rely  with 
confidence  in  the  justice,  wisdom,  and  firm- 
oesa  of  your  honourable  court,  for  that 
sanction  of  our  proceedings  which  must 
be  essential  to  vender  them  effectual  and 


of  permanent  adraotaga  to  the  pubUc  in- 
terests. 

1 1  .-*We  hare  the  honour  to  forward,  £or 
your  information,  the  copy  of  a  general 
order,  which  we  judged  it  advisable  to  pob- 
lish  to  the  army,  for  the  purpoce  of  ei^ 
plaining  the  circumstances  ly'^icb  had  at- 
tended the  release  of  the  quarter- master- 
general  from  arrest,  as  it  came  to  our  know, 
ledge  that  a  great  degree  of  miaapprehension 
oxisted  on  that  subject 

IS. — In  concluding  the  general  <M-der  we 
stated,  that  having  ^ven  the  above  expla. 
nation,  we  deemra  it  our  farther  doty-  to 
observe,  that  the  question  which  had  been 
under    deliberation  was  to  be  considered  as     i 
concluded;  that   the    further    agitation   of     ! 
subjects  of  that  nature  could  he   avaiUng 
for  00  purpose  but  that  of  disturbing  the 
established  course  of  public  affairs,  and  for     i 
the  excitement  of  feelings  injurions  to  order 
and  authority,  and  it  was   accordingly  of 
importance  to  the  public  welfare  that  the 
circumstances  connected  with  it  should  be 
constf^ned  to  oblivion. 

13. — ^Lieuteuant-colonel  Martin  havinc 
been  one  of  the  officers  concerned  in  pre- 
ferring charges  against  the  quarter-master- 
raieral,  we  thought  it  proper  to  withdraw  | 
the  leave  which  had  been  granted  to  that 
officer  to  proceed  to  Surope,  until  the  dis. 
Cttssion  which  had  occurred  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  charges  should  be  temunated. 

14.-— Lieutenant-colonel  Martin  having  , 
been  subjected  to  some  expense  by  the 
forfeiture  of  the  passage  which  he  bad 
taken  in  one  of  the  ships  of  the  late  fleet, 
we  thought  it  reasonable  and  proper,  oa 
a  general  view  of  the  case,  that  on  the 
discussion  being  finally  closed  in  the  manner 
we  have  stated,  that  officer  shoukl  be  reim- 
bursed in  the  loss  which  he  had  incurred, 
amounting  to  1000  pagodas. 

15.— We  have  permitted  lientenant-colo- 
nel  Martin  to  proceed  to  England  00  the 
Sir  Stephen  Lushington. 

16 — We  have  received  an  applicadon 
from  Major  Boles,  late  deputy -adjutant- 
general  of  the  army,  to  be  pemtitted  to 
embark  on  that  ship;  but  from  tbe  nature 
of  the  service  in  which  the  Sir  Stephen 
Lushington  is  about  to  be  employed,  we 
have  considered  it  improper  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  major  Boles. 

17.— Lieutenant-colonel  Capper,  late  ad- 
jutant-general, was  permitted  to  embark 
for  England  on  an  American  vessel,  a  fev 
d  ys  after  his  suspension  from  (he  service 
of  the  company. 

18.-^ We  transmit,  by  tbic  opportunity, 
a  memorial  which  has  been  a'Idressed  to 
your  honourabfe  court  by  major  Boles; 
under  the  explanation  wnich  we  ^ve 
already  stated;  we.  consider  no  ohsCTva- 
tion  on  the  subject  of  that  memorial  te  be 
necessary. 

19.— We  have  the  honour  to.  acquaint 
yoUf  that  major-general  Gowdie^who  baa 
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ecu  for  the  present  ippoidted  to  the  coni- 
\and  of  the  army  of  this  PretHkiiCf,  hat 
rrived  from  the  northern  divinon,  tnd  hit 
Dtered  on  the  duties  of  his  station. 

20^ — It  is  extremeW  satisfactory  to  us  to 
e  enabled  to  add,  tnat  the  course  of  pro* 
eeding  which  hat  been  adopted  by  major 
eneral  Gowdie  is  of  the  most  correct 
ature  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  in  a 
hort  time  retrieye  the  military  affairs  of 
hh  Presidency,  from  the  state  of  disorder 
ito  which  they  have  been  thrown  by  the 
lisconduct  of  lieutenant-general  Mac- 
owall,  and  by  the  other  cau^s  whieh  hare 
een  made  known'  to  your  honourabie 
ourt. 

We  have  the  hononr  to  be, 
With  the  ip^atest  respect. 

Honourable  ^irs, 
Your  fatthfol,  humble  servants, 
(Signed)'        G.  H.  Bahlow. 
W.  Petrib. 
Fort  8t.  Georjjre,         T  Oak  as. 
88th  Feb.  1609.         J.Hr.  Ca«amaijok. 


?o  the  hoaourf  ble  the  eourt  of  dirtftortt 
for  the  management  of  the  ailairs  of  the 
honourabie  the  united  East  India  com* 
pany. 
Lnclosiire  three,  in  military  letter,  38th 
February,  1809 ;  memorial  of  Major  Tho- 
mat  Boles,  late  deputy  adjutant-general  of 
the  army,  and  late  major  in  the  company's 
army,  on  the  Madras esublithment. 

Humbly  sheweth, 
That  your  memorialnit  hat  terv^  nearly 
'6  yeart  in  the  British  army  in  India,  almost 
S  of  which  have  been  passed  in  the  imme- 
diate tervice  of  the  honourable  English  Eatt 
ndia  company ;  that,  during  the  above-men- 
ioned  period,  the  conduct  of  your  memo- 
iaiist  has  received  the  approbation  of  hit 
uperiort,  in  consequence  of  which,  he  hat 
or  tix  years  been  employed  in  the  depart- 
nent  of  the  adjutant>general  in  the  capa- 
ities  of  assistant  and  of  deputy  adjutant- 
^neral. 

Your  meniorialisty  in  di8chargii>g  the  du- 
ies  that  have  been  from  time  to  time  allotted 
o  him,  has  uniformly  endeavoured,  by  per- 
onai  assiduity,  and  by  strict  attention  to  the 
ules  and  regulations  of  the  service,  to 
nerit  the  continuance  of  the  favours  he  has 
njoyed,  and  to  recommend  himself  to  the 
urther  noticeof  his  imn)e<l*ate  superiors  and 
f  your  honourable  courr.  your  memori- 
list  had  every  reason  to  hope,  that  his  ef- 
3rts  were  not  altogether  unsuccesuful.  and 
3  indolge  the  flattering  prospect  of  future 
dvancement,  and  of  ultimately  receiving 
rom  the  honours  and  advantages  of  higher 
ank,  the  weli-earned  reward  of  long  and 
uthful  service  ;  but  to  his  great  sorrow  and 
liifortune,  your  memorialist  has  been  sub- 
:cted  to  a  punishment  the  most  severe 
rhich  the  government  of  Madras  could 
i^ict.  and  this  ouoithment  it  stated  to  have 


been  merited  bf  an  «et  M  the  part  of  your 
mMMMrialiit,  refarding  the  eaeciition  of 
which  he  does  not  conceiTe  that  be  had 
any  choice  or  alttrmtivc,  and  he  trusts  that 
the  absolute  and  indispensable  ncccttityof 
his  immediate  and  uncooditkMiAl  pcrform« 
ance  of  the  act  in  quettioo,  will  oe  fully 
manifest  on  the  view  of  the  circnrnttancee 
coiinected  therewith,  m  follows : 

The  dutiet  of  dapnty  adjhunt-gcneral  are 
.  not  con6ned  to  any  jparticular  branch  of 
the  busineat  in  the  office,  but  generally  to 
do  and  perform  all  tuch  dutiet  at  the  prin- 
cipal or  the  office  may  direct,  and  in  the 
abtence  of  the  principal  to  conduct  all  the 
duties  either  accord  in;  to  tfistruaiont  that 
may  be  left,  or  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  commander  .in -cbief  from  time  to 
time;  and  prcvioot  to  the  recent  occur- 
rencet.  there  it  oo  instance  in  the  practice 
or  the  usage  of  the  service,  in  which  the 
authority  of  the  commander-in-chief  hat 
been  opntidered  tobject  to  a  super  or  con- 
trool,  in  points  that  relate  to  ihe  discipline, 
the  conrtt  of  juttice,  or  the  practice  and 
eierciteof  the  army ;  a  doabt  respecting  the 
integrity  of  tbit  principle,  would  have 
been  considered  by  every  officer  in  the 
army  at  derogatbry  to  tne  dignity  of  the 
chief  command,  ami  to  the  vital  principle 
of  military  tubordination. 

On  the  3ltt  of  January  last,  your  memo- 
rialist, then  depnty-adjutant-geoeral  of  the 
army,  received  at  the  adjutant,  genefal't 
office  a  general  order  by  government,  under 
date  the  Sltt  January,  in  which  order  the 
appointment  of  lieutenant-general  Macdo- 
wall  to  the  command  of  the  army  of  thitpre- 
tidency  wm  annuUed,  becaute  he  had  ten  to 
be  published  to  the  army  a  reprimand  to 
captain  John  Munro,  (quarter  master-ge- 
neral and  nominal  lieutenant  colonel,  one 
of  the  immediate  staff  of  the  commander* 
in-chief)  and  in  which  government  order 
also  the  deputy-adjutant*  general  of  the 
army  is  suspended  from  the  service  of  the 
honourable  company,  becaute  the  above- 
mrnttoned  reprimand  was  circulated  under 
the  signature  of  that  officer.  ' 

Your  memorialist  humbly  submits  to  your 
honouiable  court,  that  any  supposed  crU 
minalitv  on  his  part  must  nece^isariiy  imply 
not  only  a  freedom  of  will  in  regard  to  the 
performance  or  otherwise  of  the  act,  but  also 
a  manifest  intention  on  his  part  to  violate 
the  duty  which  he  owes  to  the  -government, 
for  unless  it  were  at  the  option  of  your  me- 
moHalist  to  perform  or  declin(<  the  act,  he 
humbly  submits  that  no  responsibility  can 
attach  to  him  regarding  it;  and  supposing 
the  option  tree,  your  memorialist  presumes 
that  the  act  could  be  consi  ered  criminal 
only  in  proportion  as  the  ilie^lity  of  the 
order  of  the  commanderiinchief  was  mani- 
fest and  se  fevident. 

According  to  the  apprehension  of  your 
memorialist,  the  foregoing  is  a  simple  and 
candid  statemcfnt  of  bis  case,  and  upon  that 
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principle  be  will  ttodeavooF  to  exhibit  hi* 
perfect  inoo€9nce  »8  w«U  in  regard  to-  the 
mtention  a«,to  U)f  act  itself.! 

Oq  Sunday',  the  2dthi  Jtwiaiy^  your  me* 
niQriali&t,  m  company  with  his  principal, 
colonel.  Cap|)ter>  and  a  large  concourse  of 
officers  aad  others,  attended  lieutenant- 
general  Macdowall  to  the  beach,  he  being 
about  to  embark  for  Europe ;  colonel  Cap- 
per  accompanied  general  Macdowall  on 
board  ot  ship,  and  as  he  left  t be  shore,  he 
repeuted  an  order  wiuch  he  had  before  given 
to  your  rneoiorialibt,  directing,  that  the 
geneiral  order  of  the  commander- In-chief 
sliould  be  circulated  to  the.  army  that  even- 
ing. This^^eral  order,  imderdate  the  28th 
January,  had  been  received  at  the  adjutant 
general  >9  o&oe,  in  lieutenant  general  Mac- 
dowaU's  hand-wricingt.Hud  it  was  accompa^ 
nieii  by  a  direction,  that  as  thv  general's 
departure  was  near  at  hand,  every  expedi- 
tion shouti  he  useiin.eioculating  it. 

Your  metnoriatitt  «p9eAl8  te  the  princi- 
P'cs  of  miiiury  law  under  which  he  has 
been  educated,  aod  the,  usage  »f  all  armies, 
that  under  the  ctrcbmhtance  .aibove  stated, 
any  hesitation  on-  his  part  nui^tt  necessarily 
be  onsiuered  as  -  presumption  eminently 
criminal,  ami  wcaild  have  rendered  him 
io  the  opinion/  of  any  ordinary  court-mar- 
tial an  object  dcberyingjt he  severest  punish- 
ment of  the  highest  military  crime ;  Mch 
beinjj  the  only  alternative  which  your  me- 
morialist can  conceive  tx^eiist.  he  trusts  that 
it  will  fully  appear  to  year  honourable 
oourt,  that  the  act  for  whidi  he  haA  been 
so  severely  punished  was  t^\^  act  purely  of 
necessity,  and  in  n.»  respect  an  act  of  free 
will.  For  reasons  whicli  must  be  obvious, 
your  memorialist  will  not  expatiate  on  the 
consequence  which  may  be  expected  to 
Tcmilt  from  the  introduction  of  a  principle 
which  acknnwiedfpes  responsibility  in  su- 
liordinate  nlficers,  and  which  proclaims  to 
men  with  arms  in  their  hands,  that  tacit 
Mibmission  may  subject  them  to  punishment, 
and  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  question  and 
discubs  the  legality  or  the  expediency  of  a 
peremptory  ocder  from  a  military  superior; 
but  your  inemorialist  most  solemnly  declares, 
that  he  did  at  the  time  he  signed  the  order, 
consider  it  to  be  his  indispen!»ableduty  so  to 
do,  and  that  no  responsibility  whatever  was 
attaching  to  hitn  on  account  Of  that  or  any 
ot^er  order ;  he  considered  them  all  alike. 

Memorialist  having  stated  that  his  act  in 
signing  the  order  could  be  considered  cri- 
miii<il  only  in  proportion  as  the  illegality  of 
it  was  manifest  and  self-evident,  presumes 
to  offer  his  opinion,  that  even  if  hi«  option 
had  been  free,  no  blame  could  attach  to 
him  for  signing  the  ordjer. 

Previous  to  the  acK  your  memenalist 
had  never  heard  the  opinion  of  any  person 
respecting  the  order;  it  was  not  usual  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  general  orders,  particu- 
larly of  those  in  the  hand-writing  of  the 
conunander-in-chief  ;  but  since  his  sospeosiooi 


yEour  memoritlist  bat  deliberately  eooudcffd 
the  ezpreision  ani  the  substance  of  theof- 
fenftive  general  order,  be  has  consoked  with 
many  officers  of  rank  and  experience  in  his 
majesty's  and  in  the  honourable  company's 
service,  and  he  has  not  met  with  any  wtio 
consider  the  order  t^  be  directed  agahiit 
the  government;  jt*  states  that  lieutenant- 
general  M^uxk>wall  was  prevented  by  his 
immediate  leparture  from  bringing  lieote. 
nantKTolonel  Monro,  quarter-master  general, 
to  trial,  for  disrespect  to  his  coounander- 
in-chief,  for  disobedience  of  orders,  and  for 
contempt  of  military  authority,  and  that 
the  conduct  of  lieutenant-colonel  Muoro 
was  destructive  of  subordination,  subver- 
sive of  military  discipline,  a  violation  of  the 
sacred  right*;  of  the  commander-in-chief, and 
holding  out  a  most  dangerous  example  to 
thcscivice;  but  it  does  not  contain  &Dy 
comment  or  remarks  on  the  government,  or 
on  the  orders  issutd  by  the  gbvernoierJC, 
and  at  this  moment  many  respectable  o£- 
Cers  at  the  presidency  assure  me,  that  they 
did  not  consider  the  order  of  the  commander- 
in  chief  to  be  by  any  fVieans  illegal,  or  did 
they  imagine  it  would  be  so  conceived, 
imtil  it  was  declared  to  be  so  by  the  govern- 
ment order  of  the  Slst  January.  If,  there- 
fore, the  question  still  admits  of  a  doubt, 
your  memorraiist  confidently  tru»ts,  that 
the  illegality  ot  general  Macdowall*s  order 
will  not  be  coiaidered  so  manifest  or  seif- 
evident,  as  to  have  authorized  your  memo- 
rialist to  question  the  propriety  of  signiag 
it,  even  had  his  choice  been  free. 

Your  snemorialist  begs  leave  farther  to  r^ 
present  to  your  honourable  court,  thatjlteate- 
nant-colonel  Capper,  the  adjutant-general  of 
the  army,and  the  immediate  superior  of  yoor 
memorialist,  did,  on  the  Slst  January,  wait 
on  tiie  honourable  the  governor,  but  not 
gaining  an  audience,  he  informed  Mr. 
Secretary  Buchan  (who  is  also  private  secre- 
tary to  Sir  George  Barlow)  that  the  circum- 
stance of  your  memorialist  having  affixed 
hb  siguature  to  the  oflPensive  genenl  order, 
arose  from  his  (colonel  Capper's)  absence 
from  the  office,  he  having  accompanied 
lieurenant-general  Macdowall  on 'board  ship; 
that  otherwise  all  the  orders  should  have  re* 
ceived  his  (colonel  Capper's)  signature,  aad 
that  he  conceived  that  aJ  I  responsibility  for  the 
duties  of  the  office  rested  with  him  as  beiog 
the  principal,  and  not  with  your  memoria- 
list, whose  duty  was  to  yield  tacit  obedience. 

The  result  of  this  communication  was  (he 
tospenfiton  of  colonel  Capper  £rom  the 
honourable  company's  service,  by  a  goven- 
ment  order,  which  stated  that  the  adjutant- 
general  was  materially  implicated  m  the 
measure  of  giving  currency  to  the  offensive 
general  order,  but  the  memorialist  has  to 
lament  that  it  did  not  produce  any  favour- 
able change  in  his  case,  and  he  is  now  suf- 
fering the  severest  punishment  and  indignity 
that  can  be  inflicted  by  government,  widi- 
out  having  ever  been  cjled  upon  bj  the 
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goremmeRt  for  anj  ezplanatioD*  or  hmviirg 
had  any  opportanity  to  extenuate  his  sup- 
posed guilt,  by  a  declaration  of  the  inte- 
grity  and  uprightness  of  his  intentions,  in 
performing  an  act,  the  responsibility  of 
which  his  immediate  superior  has  fully  and. 
unequivocally  taken  upon  himself. 

Yuur  memoralist,  placing  the  fullest  re- 
liance on  the  liberality  and  justice  of  your 
honourable  court,  and  feeling  most  severely 
the  hardship  and  long  suffering  to  which  hts 
suspension  has  exposed  him,  and  being 
therefore  'desirous  to  bring  his  case  under 
the  consideration  of  your  honourable  court 
su  the  earliest  possible  period,  he,  on  the 
15th  instant,  addressed  a  letter  (No.  I,  in 
the  Appendix)  requesting  permission  to 
return  to  Europe,  on  the  Sir  Stephen  Lush- 
ington,  which  ship,  he  has  been  informed, 
is  t|ken  up  to  carry  the  dispatches  to  f^- 
▼cAment;  not  receiving  any  reply,  your 
memoralist,  on  the  18th  instant,  aadressed 
a  second  letter  (No.  2.)  and,  in  the  evening 
of  that  day,  he  received  a  letter  (No  S.) 
from  Mr.  Secretary  Buchan,  communicat- 
ing the  honourable  governor's  regret  at  not 
having  it  in  his  power  to  permit  your 
memoralist  to  proceed  to  Europe  by  the 
present  opportunity. 

Your  memoralist  having  understood  that 
it  is  the  desire  of  your  honourable  court,  in 
your  justice,  that  the  cases  of  suspended 
officers  should  be  brought  to  your  notice  at 
the  earliest  possible  period,  and  being  at 
the  same  time  sensible  that  ijustice  to  his 
own  character  and  his  future  prospects  in 
your  service,  imperiously  required  that  he 
should  by  every  means  endeavour  to  lay  his 
case  betore  your  honourable  couh,  had 
already  obtained  a  passage  to  Europe  on 
the  Sir  Stephen  Lushington,  and  being  un- 
able to  support  himself  in  India  on  the 
reduced  allowance  given  to  officers  under 
suspension,  he  was  induced  again  to  address 
government  on  the  19th  instant  (No.  4  ) 
solidting  the  indulgence  of  being  permitted 
to  proceed  immediately,  slating,  that  a  simi- 
lar indulgence  had,  already  been  granted  to 
Lieutenant-colonel  Capper,  your  memo- 
rialist's immediate  superior  in  office,  and 
now  in  a  predicament  J)recisely  similar  with 
him;  but  as~ there  is  every  probability  that 
the  Sir  Stephen  Lushington  will  reach 
England  before  Lieutenant-colonel  Capper 
does,  your  memorialist  entertains  serious 
apprehension  that  the  interest  of  his  cause 
may  suffer  materially,  if  he  is  still  prevented 
from  availing  himself  of  the  passage  which 
he  has  obtained  on  the  Lushington,  as 
various  causes  may  produce  delay  in  bring. 
in;?  to  the  notice  of  your  honourable  court 
all  ^  the  <Hrcumstances  of  the  case,  from 
which  however  he  confidently  hopes  for 
full  exiolpation :  he  has  therefore  presumed, 
with  the  utmost  deference  and  respect,  to 
address  tliis  memorial,  praying  tliat  your 
hofloorable  court  will  view  vrith  i  favour- 
able eye,  the  deplorable    tituatioa  of  aa 


officer  who  has  served  you  long  and  faith- 
fully, and  who  now  for  the  first  time,  dur- 
ing  26  years  of  military  service,  has  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  his  immediate  superiors, 
for  an  act  avowedly  not  his  own ;  aud  that 
upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject, 
your  honourable  court  may  be^  pleased  to 
re-instate  him  in  your  service,  and  in  the 
situations  from  which  be  has  been  thus 
removed,  and  to  take  ^nch  farther  steps  as 
may  be  deemed  by  your  honourable  court 
expedient,  in  order  to  remove  the  impu* 
tations  that  had  becU  thrown  out  against 
his  character. 

And  your  memorialist, 'as  in  duty  bound, 
shall  ever  pray. 

(Signed)        T.  Bolrs, 

Late  dcputy-adj. -general,  and 
late  Major  3d  N.  regt. 
Madras,  23d  Feb.  1 809.  < 

To  the  honourable  Sir  George  Hitaro  Bar- 
low, bart.  governor  in  council.  Fort  St. 
George. 

Sir,— In  consequence  of  my  having  been 
suspended  from  the  honourable  company's 
service,  for  the  reason  set  forth  in  the 
government  general  orJer  of  the  21st  ult. 
I  have  the  honour  to  request  permission  to 
proceed  to  Europe. 

That  I  may  not  be  deprived,  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  stating  in  person  to  the  honour- 
able the  court  of  directors,  at  the  earliest 
possible  period,  the  peculiar  hardship  of  my 
case,  I  shall  endeavour  to  obtain  a  passage 
on  board  the  honourable  company's  ship^ 
Sir  Steplien  Lushington,  which  is,  I  under- 
stand, under  the  orders  of  government,  pre- 
l^aring  to  return  to  England  im mediately; 
and. I  have  therefore  rcspectfi'ltv  to  lequest 
that  my  brother,  Lieutenant  ikilei,  of  ih^ 
9th  Native  regiment,  may  be  p^frroitted  td 
take  charge  of  the  agency  for  army  oloth' 
in^,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  th« 
year's  clothing  now  on  hand,  and  closing  my 
accounts,  and  for  the  adjuhtment  of  whicn 
ke  will  jointly  with  me  become  responsible, 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         T.  BoLis, 

l.aie  Dep.-adj^generai,  &e. 
Madras,  15th  Feb   1809. 

To  the  honourable  Sir  George  Htlaro 
Barlow,  hart,  governor  in  council.  Fort 
St.  George. 

Sir, — I  had  the  honour  to  forward  an 
application  to  the  honourable  the  governor 
in  council,  under  date  the  15th  instant,  for 
permission  to  proceed  to  Europe  on  the 
nonourable  company's  ship.  Sir  Stephen 
Lushington,  but  ds  I  have  not  been  honoured 
with  a  'cplyi  and  have  been  pressed  to  de- 
cide immediately  respecting  the  accommo- 
dation offered  me  on  baard  that  ship  for 
myself  and  family.  I  am  uiider  the  neces- 
sity of  repeating  my  request,  and  respect- 
fully  wUcit  an  *>^Xtf^'&&^^  '^ 
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being  of  conteqiience  to  me,  as  tlie  ship  it 
likely  to  sail  in  a  very  few  days. 
1  nave,  Jtc. 
(Sirned)        T.  Bolbs, 
Madras,       Late  dep.-adj.-general,  &c. 
ieth  February,  1809. 

To  Ma|or  Thomas  Boles. 
6iB,->I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  yoor  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
and  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  honourable 
the  ^venaor  in  council  refjeu  that  it  is  not 
in  his  power  to  comply  with  your  applica- 
tion for  permission  to  proceed  to  England 
by  the  present  opportunity. 

1  am.  Sir,  &c. 
(Signed)    G.  Buchan, 
Fort  St.  George,  Chief  sec.  to  govt. 

Uth  February}  1809. 

To  the  honpurable  Sir  George  Barlow,  bart. 
governor  in  council.  Fort  St.  George. 

Sia,^I  have  the  'honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  Mr.  Secretary  Buchan's  letter 
of  the  18th  instant,  stating,  that  the  ho- 
nourable the  governor  in  council  regrets  that 
it  is  not  in  his  power  to  comply  with  my 
application  for  pcfmiasioo  to  proceed  to 
£ng1and  by  the  present  opportunity. 

By  the  orders  of  the  honourable  the 
court  of  directors,  it  appears,  that  the  net 
pay  only  is  allowed  to  officers  under  sus. 
pension,  and  the  honourable  the  governor 
in  council  will  be  aware,  that  the  subsist- 
ence of  my  rank  is  very  insufficient  to  sup- 
port me  in  this  country,  for  the  length  of 
time  that  mav  elapse  before  the  decision  of 
the  honourable  court  oo  my  case  can  be 
obtained,  which  will,  by  my  remaining  in 
India,  be  very  distrcsMng,  and  my  other 
resources  are  in  £urope,  and  I  therefore 
beg  leave  to  repeat  my  request  to  be  allowed 
to  proceed  by  the  present  opportunity,  viz. 
the  hboourabte  company's  ship,  Lushington, 
on  which  vessel  I  had  obtained  a  passage. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Capper,  my  superior 
hi  office,  who  is  placed  in  the  same  predi- 
cament with  myself,  has  been  allowed  to 
return  to  England,  and,  I  trust,  the  ho- 
nourable the  governor  in  council  will  see 
the  justice  of  attbrdiu^  me  the  same  oppor- 
tunicy  of  appealing  in  person  to  the  ho- 
nourable court,  that  has  been  granted  to 
Colonel  Capper,  and  which  indulgence  is, 
I  believe,  conformable  to  the  wish  of  the 
honourable  court  of  directors  in  such  cases, 
to  enable  the  court  to  come  to  the  earliest 
possible  decision  upon  them. 

As  I  am  led  to  believe  the  ship  will  be 
dispatched  in  the  course  of  this  week,  may 
I  request  the  favour  of  an  early  reply. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir« 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  T.  Boles, 

Late  dep.-adj.-gen4 
and  late  Major  3d  K  regt. 
M;<dras, 
iKhFeb.  1809. 


Fort  St.  Geonre.— Secret  Dcpsrtnicm. 

No.  1.— GENERAL  LETTER,  131^ 
May,  1809. 

Received  per  his  majesty's  hrig.VirgtDia, 

23d  of  September,  1809. 

To  the  honourable  the  secret  committee  o£ 

the  honourable  the  court  of  directors. 
Honourable  Sin, 

Pdra.  1.  In  our  dispatches  by  the  bbnour- 
able  company's  ships,  fane,  Duchess  ol  Gor- 
don, and  Sir  Stephen  Lushingtot>,  we  com- 
municated to  the  honourable  the  coun  ci 
directors  the  measures  which  we  had  been 
compelled  to  adopt,  in  consequence  of  the 
violent  and  intemperate  acts  of  the  late  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  we  have  the  satisfactioa 
of  annexing  to  this  di>patch  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  supreme  government,  dated 
soth  of  February  last,  expressing  their  eniiie 
approbation  of  those  measures.  We  now 
transmit  to  yoiir  honourable  committee,  by 
his  majesty*^  brig,  Virginia,  a  cc>py  of  a  mf 
nute,  together  with  the  several  papers  to 
which  it  refers,  recorded  by  our  presidem  at 
our  consultation  of  the  1st  instant,  relative 
to  the  seditious  proceedings  of  certain  officcn 
of  the  army  of  this  establishment  after  the 
departure  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

8.  For  the  particulars  of  these  proceedings, 
and  for  our  sentiments  regarding  tbem,  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  honourable  committee 
to  the  minute  of  oir  George  Barlow,  and  tlie 
documents  which  accompany  it. 
'  3.  In  conformity  to  the  propositions  of 
our  president  we  came  to  the  following  reso- 
lutions:— 

That  the  under-mentioned  officers  be  sus- 
pended from  the  service  of  the  honourable 
company,  till  the  pleasure  of  the  booourabie 
court  shall  be  known  :— 

Lieut.-colonel  the  bon.  A.  St.  Leger, 
Major  John  de  Morgan, 
Captain  Josiah  Marshall, 
Captain  James  Grant. 

That  as  the  departure  of  lieu  t  .-colonel 
George  Martin  for  England  prevented  bis 
suspension  from  the  service  or  the  honour* 
able  company,  by  the  adihority  of  thu  go* 
vernment,  it  dc  recommended  to  the  honour- 
able the  court  of  directors  that  he  be  dismissed 
froin  their  tervice. 

That  lieutenant-colonel  Robert  Bell  be  re- 
moved from  all  military  charge  and  com- 
mand, until  the  pleasure  of  tl^  honourable 
court  shall  be  known;  but  that  he  be  per- 
mitted to  draw  his  regimental  pay  and  allo^ 
ances. 

That  the  under-mentioned  officers  be  re« 
moved  from  their  staflF  appointments,  and 
ordered  to  join  the  corps  to  which  they  stand 
aimchcd : — 

JLieutcnant-colonel  Cuppage,  adjutant- 
general  of  the  ^rmy.  Capt.  Coombs, 
assisunt  quartcs-master-gcneral  in  My- 
sore. 

That  lieut.-c«lonel  commaadam  QuIokh 
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removed  from  tbe  command  of  the  sub- 
liary  force  in  Travancorc. 
That  tbc  officer  commanding  the  army  in 
^f  be  requested  to  supersede  in  the  C9m- 
and  of  their  battalions  the  under-mentioned 
Bcers«  who   have  not  exerted   themselves 
maintaining  order  and  discipline  in  their 
spective  corps,    with    such  others  as  the 
ficer  commanding  tbe  army  in  chief's  iii- 
rmation  may  induce  bim  to  consider  as  im- 
roper  persons  to  be  intrusted  at  tbe  present 
oment  with  tbe  charge  of  corps : 
Captain  Sroitb»   sd  battalion,  idtb  regi- 
ment.   Major  Keasbury,  ftd  battalion, 
Qtb  regiment.      Major  Muirbead,   sd 
Datialion,  i8tb  regiment.  Major  Hazle- 
wood,  IS',  battalion,  24ih  regiment. 
That  the  officer  commanding  the  army  in 
hief,  be  also  requested  to  remove  lieutenant- 
olonel  S.umley  to  tbc  7th  regiment  of  Na- 
ve cavalry,  at  Arcot. 

We  trutt  that  tbe  measures  wbicb  we  bave 
dopted  for  the  vindication  of  tbe  honour 
nd  authority  of  the  government,  and  for  the 
naintenance  of  discipline  and  subordination 
n  tbe  military  braocn  of  this  esublishment, 
/ill  meet  with  the  approbation  of  your  ho- 
tourable  committee. 

We  bave  tbe  honour  to  br»  &c. 
(Signed)       G.H.Bar  low. 
W.  Petrib. 
T.  Oakks. 

Ja.  Hy.Casamaijok. 
P.  S.  —We  think  it  proper  to  transmit, 
tfith  this  dispatch,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
ieutenant-colonel  the  hormurable  A.  St. 
Lcger,  dated  tbe  26tb  ultimo,  from  Ooda- 
jerry  in  Travancorc.  This  letter  was  re- 
reived  on  the  fid  instant,  tbe  day  after  the 
luspemion  of  lieutenant-colonel  St*  Leger 
From  the  service  of  tbe  honourable  com- 
pany, and  affords  a  strong  additional  proof 
3f  tbe  dangerous  spirit  of  insubordination 
ivbicb  has  marked  tbe  conduct  of  that  of* 
icer. 

(Signed)       G.  H.  Barlow. 
W.  Pktrie. 
T.  Oakbs. 

jA.HY.CASAIiAlJOR. 

No.  fi.-rLETTER  from  tbe  Supreme 
government,  dated  the  fiSth  Febru:iry,  1809, 
addressed  to  Sir  G.  Barlow,  governor  tn 
council^  at  Fort  St.  George,  containing  an 
unconditional  approval  of  Sir  G.  'Bar1ow\ 
measures  respeciing  General  Macdowail, 
and  adopting  tbe  arguments  suggested  by 
Sir  G.  Barlow  himself  without  any  inquiry 
or  examination  of  the  case. 

No.  3  —Copy  of  a  MINUTE  of  the  Pre- 
sident,    of   the    1st   May,     1809;    with 
eleven  enclosures ;  together  with  a  list. 
It  is  with  seutiments  of  the  deepest  re- 
gret that  I  find  myself  under  the  necessity 
of  bringing  he  following  cases  before  the 
Board.    Tiie  6rse  relates  to  a  paper  signed 
bj  Buuy  oBxccn  of  this  army,  purporting 


to  be  a  memorial  to  tbe  right  honourable 
the  governor-general  i^^e  second  to  asi 
address  from  some  o£f  e^s  to  Major  Boles. 

The  existence  of  Qgtb  t|k.ese  papers  baa 
for  some  time  been  wtm^n  .mj  knowledge, 
and  has  no  doubt  been  equally  known  to 
the  other  members  of  the  board.  It  was 
not,  however,  imtil  lately  that  I  became 
possessed  of  a  copy  of  either  of  those 
papers,  although  every  endeavour  was  enw 
ployed  to  obtain  copies  of  them.  The 
copy  of  a  memorial  to  the  governor-gene^ 
ral,  which  I  now  possess,  has  not  been 
obtained  through  any  public  channel,  but 
its  authenticity  will  be  aufficieotly  pro- 
ved. 

Ill  order  to  bring  die  subject  in  tbe 
most  distif  ct  manner  before  the  board  I 
shall  here  state  the  order  in  which  tbe 
events  I  have  to  detail  occurred.  It  has 
been  made  known  to  me,  that  within  one 
or  two  days  aAer  the  removal  and  depar* 
ture  of  the  late  commander-in-chief,  « 
number  of  his  friends  met  in  order  to  de- 
liberate what  measures  they  should  pur* 
sue. 

The  particulars  of  the  discussion  which 
took  place  on  that  occasion  ^  are  known  to 
me  only  from  report.  But  it  is  said  that 
measures  of  the  most  violent  and  extrava- 
gant nature  were  suggest^  by  some  of  the 
peisons  present.  I  do  not,  however,  cons- 
municate  this  information  with  the  view 
of  punishing  the  individuals  concerned  in 
those  proceedings,  the  informatioa  which 
I  have  obtained  regarding  them  not  beii^ 
sufficiently  precise  for  that  purpose.  I 
sute  the  circumstances,  because  they  form 
a  part  of  the  general  information  which 
I  have  received,  and  are  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  other  transactions  which 
I  shall  proceed  to  detail,  and  because  (at 
^ar  as  these  proceedings  nuv  bave  any 
effect  on  otu*  present  deliberations)  we  are  . 
not  to  reject  the  evidence  of  common  fame 
and  notoriety,  nor  to  confine  ourselves  to 
legal  evidence  or  full,  proof  of  a  matter 
which  from  its  very  nature  is  intended  to 
be  concealed  from  us. 

There  is  full  proof,  however,  that  some 
of  the  friends  of  general  Macdowail  next 
proceeded  to  draw  up  a  statement  relating 
to  his  conduct,  and  to  prepare  the  memo- 
rial to  the  governor-j;^  neral. 

General  Macdowull  had  left  the  com* 
mander  in-chief*s  otfice,  and  all  its  records^ 
in  the  charge  of  captain  J.  M.  Coombs, 
his  aid-de-camp.  to  be  delivered  over  to 
general  Gowdie  on  his  a  rival,  and  the 
party  (consisting  of  colonel  Capper,  cap- 
tain Marshatl,  the  secretary  to  the  military 
board,  lieutenant  Stock  hi)  deputy,  lieute- 
naht-colonel  Martin,  and  Captain  Coomtn) 
were  employed  for  about  a  week  there,  and 
in  the  adjoining  ofiice  of  the  military  board, 
in  the  most  secret  manner,  in  prepajiag  the 
above-mentioned  papers.  , 
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The  ttatemeDt  I  undersund  to  have  been 
forwarded  to  «[*?**fjL  Macdowall  at  Co- 
lumbo  by  CaptafiPiRombs,  who  hired  at 
boat  to  c  nrtfjr  thicPand  other  papers  to 
the  general  at  th^i&^face.  A  copy  of  the 
stdtnncnt  IS  also  sJif\  to  have  been  earned 
to  England  bv  colonrl  Capper ;  the  manner 
in  which  this  staiemenii  and  the  memorial 
to  the  right  honourable  the  ffovernor-j^enf  ral 
were  prepared,  is  ascertained  by  the  exami- 
nation of  the  writers  employed  in  transcribing 
thfsc  papers,  taken  by  rae  on  oaih,  on  the 
11  h  ot  (his  month. 

These  persons  were  examined  in  my  pre- 
sence,  and  at  my  desire,  by  the  advocate-j-etic- 
ral,  in  the  most  solemn  manner;  and  their 
dispositions  Were  recorded  at  the  lime  by  the 
chief  secretary  to  the  government ;  the  jiidge- 
irlvocdce-grneral  attending  by  my  direction,  in 
Order  to  atford  his  assistance  in  the  conduct  of 
the  examindtion. 

Ai  the  statement  relating  to  general  Mac- 
dowalTs  conduct  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
circulated  in  this  country^  I  shall  not  at  pre- 
Santolferany  remarks  upon  it. 

It  will  distinctly apv>car  from  the  deposition 
of  the  writers,  that  the  memorial  to  the  go- 
yernor-ccncral  was  copied  by  them  from  one 
in  the  hand  writing  of  captain  Marshall,  and 
another  in  the  h;*nd  writing  of  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Martin.  A  copy  of  the  memorial  (of 
which  the  copy  annexed  to  this  minute  is  a  li- 
teral transcript),  having  been  shewn  to  two  of 
the  witnesses,  and  read  over  by  them,  they 
declared  it  to  be  a  counterpart  of  that  whicn 
they  had  transcribed. 

It  would  seem  from  the  deposition  of  one 
lt>f  the  witnesses  that  the  paper  given  to  him 
|o  copy,  in  the  hand  writing  of  captain 
Marshall,  was  the  original  dr<ift;  as  several 
words  which  he  could  not  make  out  were  ex- 
plained 10  him  by  captain  Marshall,  and  some 
Dy  lieutenani-colonel  Martin  and  licuteinnt 
Siock.  This  circumstance  of  the  original 
being  in  thebaod-wriiing  of  captain  Marshall 
appears  to  point  him  out  as  the  composer  of 
It ;  for,  although  it  is  stated  in  the  evidence  of 
the  same  witness  that  a  rough  draft  was  also 
exhibited  to  him  in  the  hand-writing  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Martin,  yet  the  particular  in- 
stance of  alteration  in  the  latter,  mcniioncd 
by  the  witness,  seems  rather  to  point  it  out  as 
an  accurate  cop)' than  an  original ;  and  it  ap- 
pears indeed  Irom  the  evidence  of  one  of  the 
witnesses  that  cajjtain  Marshall  was  considered 
at  the  lime  to  have  been  the  author  ot  the  pa- 
per. But  this  circumstance  is  not,  as  far  as 
lieutenant-colonel  Martm  is  concerned,  very 
material,  there  being  little  diQcrence  between 
the  composing  such  a  paper,  and  ihe  actjof  in- 
dpstriously  proniuiing  lU  circulation  when 
composed. 

It  appears  that  this  memorial  was  circulated 
ac  the  Presidency,  and  subscribed  by  many  of- 
ficers, whose  signatures  were  copied,  under 
the  orders  of  captain  Marshall,  by  one  of  the 
writers  of  the  military  board  who  was  eKami- 
Dcd  before  me.      It  was  i^  seat  tor  the  pur- 


pose of  signature  to  the  different  itaBoDt  of 
the  army,  Or  at  least  to  most  of  them. 

On  receipt  of  intelligence  of  this  proceed- 
ing (although  it  was  found  difficult  ai  the  time 
to  give  credit  to  the  reported  contents  of  the 
memorial)  general  Gowdie,  who  had  recewly 
assumed  the  command  of  the  ariry,  addressed 
the  annexed  circular  letter  to  the  officers  com- 
manding the  principal  divisions  of  the  army, 
desiring  to  know  from  them,  whether  any 
such  paper  had  been  in  circulation  among  the 
officer*  in  their  respective  divisions,  aiiJ  en- 
j  fining  them  to  be  vigilant  in  bringing  the  of- 
ficers under  them  to  a  proper  sense  of  ibcir 
duty,  and  of  the  dangers  which  they  musi  in- 
cur by  countenancing  any  proceeding  of  thu 
nature. 

The  replies  to  this  letter,  which  arc  annexed 
were  in  general  perfectly  satisfactory,  with  the 
exception  of  the  letter  received  from  lieutecast- 
colonel  Cuppagc. ' 

The  letter  from  this  officer  (who  at  the 
time  when  the  letter  from  major-general  Gow- 
die was  written  commanded  one  of  the  divia- 
oris  of  the  troops  serving  in  Travancore)  con- 
tains expressions  of  a  very  ambiguous  aiid  cx- 
cepiionabte  nature,  indicating  a  wish  oo  bis 
part' to  avoid  giving  a  direct  answer  to  the 
letter  which  the  general  had  addressed  to  him; 
it  also  adverts  to  memorials  from  bodies  of  of- 
ficers for  the  redress  of  suppvDsed  grievances,  in 
terms  by  no  means  tending  to  discourage  tbcio, 
and  at  the  same  time  gives  countenance  to  the 
dangerous  distinctions  (attempted  to  be  made 
also  in  the  memorial  to  lord  Minto^  bcivpcco 
the  attachment  of  the  army  lo  their  country, 
and  ihcii  obedience  to  the  orders  and  respect 
for  the  authority  of  this  government.  This 
officer  adds,  that  he  shall  not  make  any  fiinhcr 
communication  of  the  commander-in- 
chief's  letter  until  he  receives  further  direc- 
tions. 

The  lettejof  lieutenant-colonel  Cuppageti 
the  more  exceptionable  as  he  had  been  recent- 
ly selected  for  the  office  of  ad)utant-geiicral  of 
the  army,  a  situation  which  imposed  on  him, 
more  particularly  the  duty  of  stopping  the 
progress  of  impTt)per  principles,  and  which 
should  have  induced  him  to  act  under  the  or- 
ders ot  the  commander-in-chief,  so  as  to  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  doubt  with  respect  to 
the  correctness  of  his  own  conduct, 

1  he  copy  of  the  memorial  which  I  now  re- 
cord is  a  transcript  of  one  communicated  to 
roe  through  a  private  channel,  which  for  ob- 
vious reasons  I  cannot  wish  to  reveal. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to  offer  ainr 
comment  oh  this  paper  ;  the  sentiments  which 
it  convevs  are  too  unequivocal  to  suppose 
the  possibility  of  their  being  niisundcrsiood» 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  board  will  feel  R^ 
specting  it  every  sentiment  which  the  perual 
of  such  a  paper  ought  to  dictate.  It  is  how- 
ever important  to  compare  the  tenor  of  this 
memoiHal  with  the  language  held  by  general 
Macdowall  immediately  before  his  depanure^ 
which  the  preparation  of  this  paper  so  do»ely 
fioUowed ;  It  adopts  the  toiic»  and  is  in  many 
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ttrts  almost  a  repetition  of,  the  inflammatory 
;ei)eral  orders  published  by  his^  directions,  of 
be  dangerous  tendency  of  which  it  aftbrids  a 
trong  practical  proof.  After  his  example,  it 
Iraws  into  question  the  conduct  of  the  ho- 
lourable  the  court  of  directors  in  refusing  him, 
a  *'  the  ReprisenUffot  of  the  Arwty^''  a  seat  in 
he  council  of  iHe  government.  It  proceeds 
o  assert  the  same  claims  which  he  had  advan- 
ed  for  himself  and  for  the  army,  to  complain 
)f  the  measures  which  he  had  censured,  and 
o  assert  the  same  unjustifiable  pretension  to 
ndependent  authority,  and  the  same  unfound- 
ed distinction  between  the  civil  and  military 
Mwers  under  which  he  had  disputed  the  su- 
>rcmc  military  authority  vested  by  the  legisla- 
ure  in  this  government,  which  authority  the 
luthore  of  this  memorial  seem  to  be  prepared, 
)y  the  encouragement  of  his  opinion,  to  resist, 
r  necessary,  unless  thecrisissoall  be  anticipa- 
ed  by  an  acquicKence  in  their  demands. 

In  proceeding  to  recommend  the  measures, 
lecessary  to  be  adopted  wiib  regard  to'  this 
nemorial,  I  have  been  anxious  to  avoid  the 
:wo  difficulties  of  either,  on  the  one  hand, 
icting  on  insufficient  evidence,  or  on  the  other, 
>f  waiting  coo  Ibiie  for  tbe^  full  discovery  of 
ill  the  signatures  amxed  to  it.  As  I  had  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  spirit  of  dissatisCiciion 
Aras  not  gaining  groi^nd  in  the  army,  it  did  not 
ippear  that  any  danger  wz&inoirrcd  by  waiting 
iitherto  fqr  fuller  proof  as  to  the  individuals 
A^ho  had  been  concerned  in  signing  and  promo- 
;ing  the  circulation  of  this  paper. 

The  ferment  upon  this  occasion  has  been 
:hiefly  confined  to  a  proportion  of  the  south- 
rrn  division  of  the  army,  and  to  a  part  of  the 
troops  lately  serving  tn  Travancore,  under 
lieutenant-colonel  Chajmers,  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Cuppage,  and  lieutenant-colonel  the  ho* 
nourabfe  Arthur  St..  Lcger. 

I  am  in  possession  of  clear  proofs  of  the 
name  of  the  last-meotioiied  officer  having 
been  affixed  to  the  menporial,  and  also  of  his 
having  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  others  to 
sign  it;  thus  perverting,  to  purposes  the 
most  dangerous  to  the  government,  the  in* 
fluence  and  authority  derived  from  the  ho- 
nourable command  which  had  so  lately  been 
intrusted  to  him.  The  board  will,  I  am  per- 
suaded, not  expect  that  I  should  produce  the 
information  which  constitutes  this  proof,  as 
the  production  ol  it  might  deter  individuals 
from  coming  forward  with  that  information 
which  in  a  case  of  this  nature  could  not  per- 
haus  be  publicly  aud  formally  obtained. 

It  has  ako  been  distinctly  ascertained  that 
major  J.  D.  Morgan  has  been  active  in  the 
circulation  of  the  memorial,  and  the  spirit  by 
which  be  has  been  aauated  will  fully  appear 
from  his  letter  to  lieutenant-colonel  Cuppage, 
in  reply  to  the  circular  letter  of  the  comman- 
der-in-chief, being  one  of  the  enclosures  to 
which  I  shall  presently  draw  the  attention  of 
the  board. 

If  the  promoters  of  this  memorial  had  per- 
sisted in  their  original  design  of  forwarding 
k  to  lord  Minto  a  complete  discovery  of  the 


parties  to  it  would  of  coarse  have  been  obtain- 
ed; but  from  the  decided  approbation  of  the 
measures  of,  this  government,  which  his  lord- 
ship is  now  publicly  known  to  express,  it  can- 
not be  presumed  tnai  th^y  will  carry  their  inr 
teniion  into  effect.  The  information,  indeed* 
which  I  have  lately  received,  affords  every 
reason  to  believe  that  this  intention  is  almost, 
if  not  wholly,  abandoned;  but  if  it  were  cer- 
tain that  the  panics  concerned  in  framing  the 
paper  would  now  suppress  it,  the  mostsolema 
obligations  of  our  public  duty  would  demand 
that  we  should  adopt  such  measures  regarding 
it  as  the  nature  of  it  obviously  requires.  The 
persons  who  have  been  most  active  in  framing 
and  circulating  it  can  never  be  allowed  to  es- 
capa  the  punishment  due  to  so  daring  an  at- 
tempt, which  certainly  hat  not  failed  from 
any  want  of  boldness  or  malignity  on  their 
part.  They  have  employed  every  means  in 
their  power  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
their  oangerous  views,  by  preparing  and  circu- 
lating a  paper,  the  evident  object  pf  which 
was  to  overawe  the  government. 

It  is  now  to  be  considered  what  punishment 
is  due  to  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in 
preparing  this  paper,  or  who  have  affixed  their 
signatures  to  it.  I  think  it  may  be  assumed  aa 
a  clear  position,  that  all  thoso  who  have  as- 
sisted in  framing  this  paper,  or  who  have  sign- 
ed it,  have  by  their  own  act  forfeited  the  con*^ 
fidence  of  the  government,  and  cannot  any 
longer  be  considered  as  persons  fit  i6  be  en- 
trusted with  the  command  of  men  and  armi 
which  they  insinuate  the  intention  of  eventu- 
ally turning  against  the  state. 

This  remark  is  meant  to  apply  more  parti- 
cularly to  the  rank  of  field  officers,  whose 
years  and  experience  otight  to  have  prevented 
them  from  joinine  in  a  proceeding  so  t^-^h  ;i>)d 
unwarrantable.  It  is  so  consonant  tu  'he  ha* 
bitsvof  military  discipline  that  the  junior  and 
inferior  ranks  should  be  led  by  their  superiors, 
that  some  allowances  are  always  made  in  fa- 
vour of  such  as  have  this  excuse  to  plead  for 
error;  1  should,  therefore,  even  if  all  the  sig- 
natures to  this  memorial  had  been  fully  known 
and  proved,  have  proposed  that  at  present  on^ 
ly  the  officers  of  higher  rank  should  be  sub* 
jectcdvfo  punishment ;  officers,  however,  in 
the  junior  ranks,  proved  to  have  been  paiticti- 
brly  active  in  preparing  or  circulating  the  pa- 
per, form  a  proper  exception  to  this  principle  ; 
but  it  must  be  clearly  uiuierstood  that  all  those 
who  have  affixed  their  signatures  to  th^t  me- 
morial have  by  such  act  rendered  themselvcf 
liable  to  be  suspended  from  the  service,  and 
nothing  but  the  consideration  that  it  is  doc 
iiecessary  to  extend  example,  or  seme  allevia- 
ting circumstances  on  the  part  of  the  indivi* 
duals  (such  as  youth  and  inexperience,  or  ge- 
neral good  character)  can  be  considesed  to 
warrant  their  exemption  from  punishment 
where  the  f<ict  can  be  clearly  ascertained. 

Bur,  in  many  cases,  the  proof  which  I  have 
obtained  has  been,  either  in  its  oature^r  in 
the  mode  of  obtaining  it,  such  as  will  scarcely 
enable  the  board  to  proceed  to  the  puoiihrntoi 
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of  the  individutU  to  whom  this  pf06f  ap* 
plicf  I  for  while  the  framers  of  this  memorial, 
and  their  factions  ahettors,  have  studiously 
magnified,  by  the  means  of  public  rumouri, 
the  numbers  engaged  in  the  combination, 
there  has  been  observed  in  evrry  pact  of  the 
details  connected  with  it  a  caution  and  secrecy, 
which,  however,  it  may  betray  a  conscious* 
ness  on  the  part  of  its  authors  that  their  pur- 
pose was  highly  criminal,  has  the  effect  of 
securing  impunity  to  the  greater  part  of  those 
who  have  oecn' encaged  in  it;  even  those 
•fficers  (and  I  am  happy  to  know  that  thefe 
are  many  who  have  rejected,  with  indignation* 
the  attempt  to  seduce  them  from  their  duty) 
are  generally  unwilling,  from  mistaken  no- 
tions of  honour,  to  come  forward  against 
those  who  claim  their  secrecy. 

In  all  matters  of  public  feeling  the  mul- 
titude is  led  by  a  few;  atvi  I  shall  willingly 
cherish  the  hope  that  those  officers  who  now, 
from  whatever  cause,  escape  punishment, 
majj,  on  reflection,  adopt  other  views,  and 
returning  to  their  duty  and  tiue  interest,  be- 
come again  useful  and  honourable  servtnts 
of  the  public.  There  arc  some  individuals, 
respecting  whom  I  have  received  information, 
both  with  reference  to  this  memorial,  and  to 
their  gerieral  conduct,  during  the  late  a|^itatcd 
state  of  parts  of  the  army,  as  render  it  the 
indispensable  duty  of  govemitaent  to  remove 
them  from  sicttatiODt  of  jafluence  and  autho- 
rity, alt)»«^h  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  sub- 
ject them  to  a  greater  degree  of  punishment. 
The  existence  of  that  state  of  ferment  in  the 
parts  of  (he  army  to  which  I  allude,  consti- 
tutes of  itself  a  sufficient  reason  for  with- 
drawing the  coniidence  of  government  from 
the  officers  in  command  of  them,  who  have 
failed  in  fulfilling  th^  *o1Jl ligations  of  their 
public  duty,  by  not'inai^taining  order  and 
discipline  among  the  fiiccrs  under  their  com- 
mand. * 

I  shall  rK>w  priced  to  notice  the  address  to 
major  Boles.  *  r 

It  has  for 'sonTe'ffme  been  known  to  me 
that  an  address*  to  that  officer  was  in  circu- 
lation among  'rtit  officers  of  chc  army ;  but  it 
was  not  t^iil'i^ards  the  end  of  the  last 
month,  that  iftopy  of  this  address  came  into 
mvpossessilm. 

The  adAess  was  forwarded  by  captain 
Grant,  (the  officer  commanding  my  body 
guard,  who  had  been  deputed  by  the  govern- 
ment to  officiate  as  an  assistant  to  the  resident 
of  Travancorc)  in  a  letter  to  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Bwclay,  my  military  secretary,  for  the 
purpose  of  bein^  communicated  to  me. 

There  can  exist  no  doubt,  therefore,  of  its 
au'henticiiy  ;  -ShhoxiKh"  1  have  grounds  for 
siatir.g  that  there  has  been  more  than  one 
address  sent  in  circulation,  rejating  to  the  case 
of  m;ijor  Holes:  a  paper  on  tnis  subject, 
dr^wn  up  in  term*  in  the  highest  degree  re- 
preheiu»ible,  has  been  circulated  at  the  can- 
tonment at  the  mount,  under  tbe.countenance 
and  encouiagement  of  the  commanding  of- 
ficer lieuttnant-€ol9Bcl  fi^lU    The  commoQ 


object,  however,  of  liiose  of  those  papenbi 
been  a  condeimiation  of  the  oaeasuies  of  i)m 
government,  a  josiification  of  ibe  coodoaef 
major  Boles,  and  a  subscription  for  hitss|h 
port,  and  for  tbe  suppon  of  such  other M> 
ficers  as  sbduld  become  subject  to  the  dt>> 
l>leasure  of  the  government  under  similat 
circumsunces. 

The  sentiments  expressed  in  the  address  to 
major  Boles  (No.  6)  equally  with  those  stated 
in  the  memonal  to  lord  Minto,  are  in  their 
nature  and  objects  so  obvious,  that  it  aoay, 
perhdps,  be  deettied  unnecessary  for  me  to 
ofl^er  any  remarks  on  them* 

There  are,  however,  cenain  principles  nd 
legal  authorities  applicable  to  the  case  of  mi- 
jor  Boles,  which  have  been  submitted  to  mc 
by  the  judge-advocate-general,  which  Idecw 
It  of  essential  imp«rt&ce  to  enter  on  ic- 
cord. 

They  will  be  found  in  the  paper  (Na  ;) 
annexed  to  this  minute. 

In  this  paper  the  judge-ad vocate-jgeoeni 
has  shown,  with  great  force  of  reasonmgaid 
authority,  that  an  officer  cannot  be  allowed 
to  justify  his  compliance  with  an  illegal  order, 
but  he  may  plead,  in  alleviation  of  such  » 
offence,  that  he  acted  under  a  mistaken  ida 
of  his  duty,  or  that  he  had  been  misled  kf 
the  example  of  his  superior  officer. 

If  such  a  plea  had  been  resorted  to  in  At 
present  instance  I  should  have  been  happy  to 
have  attended  to  it ;  but  instead  of  ofieriog 
any  plea  of  tbi^  description,  a  justificstkn, 
intemperate  iii  iys  nature,  was  attempted  bjr 
major  Boles,  in  \  communication  which  ^ 
noral  Gowdie  was  pleased  to  hold  with  bm 
on  the  subject.  The  parriculars  of  this  coih 
versation  are  detail<:d  in  the  accompanviag 
copy  of  a  circular  letter  from  general  Gror- 
die,  addressed  to  the  officers  commaoding 
divisions  of  the  army.  Whatever  doobt, 
therefore,,  might  have  been  entertained  s  (o 
the  propriety  of  major  BoWs  suspensioD, 
under  the  idea  that  be  had  suffirred  for  a  mnt 
casual^  error  or  inconsiderate  mistake,  (al  laa- 
ny  persons  have  been  led  to  suppnse)  dut 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  asto 
the  necessity  of  that  punishment,  when  he 
thus  deliberately  attempts  to  vindicate  bit 
act,  and  even  to  consider  it  as  meritorious. 

This  conduct  on  the  part  of  major  Bolo 
may  have  proceeded  from  an  erron^oas  mode 
of  thinking,  and  from  an  adherence  to  a  £iIk 
principle;  but  if  men  will  persist  in /Mf 
errors,  and  maintain  their  false  principles, 
thev  must  also  abide  by  the  consequences  of 
such  conduct.  I  therefore  coiuider  the  car 
of  that  officer  to  be  one  holding  fofdi  to 
an  army  principles  of  the  most  daogeroo 
tendency ;  for  if  soldiers  are  saSitci  to 
acknowledge  no  superior  but  their  graenli 
a  total  dissoUition  of  all  -legal  govemoeot 
must  ensue.  '  *  - 

The  (^jects  of  the  address  are  tbe  awrcd 
approbation  and  support^of  conduct  pon'tdied 
by  government,  and  the  providing  a  compcii- 
latioa  &>r  all  officers  sttDenngi  or  who  dull 
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lereafter  iuffcr  from  the  icti  of  government, 
fbich  the  subtcribcrt  to  the  ad^reu  may  con- 
idcr  tobeexceptiontble. 

It  it  immaterial  to  the  (government  to  what 
torpOKf  officen  apply  their  money,  in  a  i^eae* 
>1  point  of  view.  But  when  money  is  ap> 
•lied  to  subvert  order  and  subordination,  and 
3  indemnify  individuals  against  the  conse* 
uences  of  misconduct,  it  is  impossible  that 
icb  a  contribution  can  be  justifiable  either 
1  a  moral  or  legal  light ;  in  a  military  point 
f  view,  it  is  in  direct  counteraction  of  the 
litbority  which  officers  are  bound  to  obey  and 
jpport,  and  tends  to  the  subversion  of  all 
;gal  government. 

If  oflkcrs  are  to  be  allowed  to  erect  tfaem- 
rlvcs  into  a  deliberative  body  to  arraign  the 
ecisionsof  their  superiors,  and  to  pronounce 
rhat  isrt^ht  or  wrong,  just  or  unjust,  by  ihc 
riterion  of  their  own  feelings,  the  meanest 
:vellermi^ht  pretend  to  be  the  best  judge, 
nd  the  voice  of  reason  and  authority  would 
e  drowned  in  the  general  clamour.  l\  is 
ot  without  the  most  strict  and  vigilant 
jperintendeoee  of  the  governing  power, 
lat  the  generality  of  meo  can  be  made  to 
ischarge  their  duty,  but  it  wouM  be  in  vain 

>  expect  from  them  the  correct  pcrform- 
nce  of  that  duty,  if  they  are  encouraged 
)  disregard  the  decision  of  their  superiors. 
Fid  invited  to  transj^ress  the  laws  by  piomise 
f  pecuniary  indemnity. 

The  objects  of  this  paper,  however  objec- 
onable,  not  being  equally  re^nt* heiuible  with 
loae  declared  in  the  memorial  addressed  to 
Mrd  Miato,  it  had  less  earnestly  engaged 
ly  atteaiion.  It  was,  however  obtruoed 
pon  my  notice  by  captain  James  Grant,  in 
manner  which  renders  it  impossible  for  me, 
Diisistendy  with  the  obligations  of  my  duty, 
»  avoid  noticing  his  conduct,  both  with  re- 
vet to  his  having  affixed  his  signature  to 
le  paper,  and  the  disrespectful  and  inipro- 
er  manner  in  which  he  has  thought  fit  to 
rin^  it  before  me.  Captain  Grants  wboae 
ficial  situation  would,  under  asy  circum- 
atKet,  have  rendered  it  neceswry  10  notice 
I  him  any  instance  of  disaffection  or  disre- 
lect  towards  the  goveinmcni»  addressed  to 
mtenant-colofiel  Barclay,  my  military  sew 
etary,  the  letter  which  I  now  communicate 
•  the  board. 

As  the  address  to  m?iot  Boles,  transmit* 
d  by  captain  Grant,  with  his  letter,  and 
hich  he  avows  to  have  signed,  contains  a 
rect  censure  of  the  measures  of  government, 
id  is  founded  on  a  principle  of  systematic 
>position  to  the  inteHtrence  of  the  civil 
jvcniment  (as  it  is  there  termed),  it  seems 

>  mc  to  be  impossible  to  overlook  the  in» 
lit  offered  to  the  authority  of  the  govem- 
icnt  by  forcing  such  a  paper  on  my  notice. 

The  paper  circidated  at  the  mount,  under 
te  countenance  and  encouragement^  of  lieu* 
nant-colonel  Bell,  was  similar  in  its  object 
id  general  tenor,  and  liable  to  all  tUe  same 
bjcctioof  u  that  tniWDittcd    by   captain 

jant. 


The  farther  replies'  to  the  circular  letters 
fr6m  msjor  genml  Gowdie  to  the  officers 
commanding  divisions,  dated  5th  March  and 
the  loth  instant,  are  annexed. 

Among  these  papers  will  be  found  the 
letter  from  major  De  Morgan,  to  which  I 
have  already  clmwo  the  attention  of  the 
board. 

.  I  conceive  that  I  should  not  discharge  my 
duty  were  I  to  conclude  this  minUte  without 
noticing  more  particularly  one  'of  the  prin- 
Opal  cau^rs  of  tne  late  reprehensible  conduct 
ol^  the  oHircrs  of  the  army ;  I  allude  to  the 
idea  conveyed  to  ihe  army  by  the  late  com- 
mander in-chicf,  that  the  governor  in  couiKil 
is  vested  only  with  the  civil,  and  not  the 
military,  goveritmrnC  of  the  Country*  This 
most  unwarrantable  inuntKiiion  was  caktili^ 
ted  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord,  disunion, 
and  jealousy  between  the  government  and 
the  army ;  and  the  honourable  the  court  of 
directors  will,  I  trust,  deem  it  proper  ta 
bring  this  ^nd  every  other  part  of  the  inciis* 
creet  and  unju&iifiable  conduct  of  the  late 
commander-in-chief  under  notice  of  the  pro- 
per authorities  in  £r  gland,  in  such  maimcff 
as  they  mav  deem  it  advisable. 

Conformable  to  the  principles  stated  in  the 
minute  I  propose  the  following  resolutipns: 

That  the  undei^mentioned  officers  be  sut- 
pended  from  the  service  of  th^  honourable 
company  until  the  pleasure  of  the.honotuable 
the  court  of  directors  shall  be  known. 

Lieut  .-colonel  the  hon.  A.  St.  Leger» 
Major  J.  Dc  Morgan, 
Captain  Jo>iab  Marshal, 
Captain  James  Grant. 

The  departure  of  lieutenant-colonel  George 
Martin  foi7  England,  prevents  my  proposing 
his  suspension  by  the  authority  of  thtsgoveiiv* 
ment,  but  I  propose  that  his  dismission 
from  the  service  be  recommended  to  the  ho» 
nourable  the  court  of  directors. 

That  lieutenant-colonel  commandant  Ro- 
bert Bell  be  removed  from  all  military  charge 
fnd  command  until  the  pleasure  of  the  ho* 
nourable  the  court  of  directors  shall  be  knoM^, 
but  that  he  be  permitted  to  draw  his  regi- 
mental pay  and  allowances.  ' 

That  the  under-memioned  officers  be  remov- 
ed from  their  staff  appointments,  sod  order- 
ed to  join  the  corps  to  which  they  stand  at- 
tached. 

Lieutenant-colonel   Cuppage,    adjutant* 
general  of  the  army.    Capt.  Coombs, 
assistant  quarcer-master-general  in  My- 
sore. 
I  That  lieutenant-colonel  commandant  Chal- 
mers be  removed  from  the  command  of  the 
subsidiary  force  in  Travancore. 

That  the  conmiander-ln-chief  be  requested 
to  SMpersede  in  the  command  of  their  bat- 
talion the  under  -  mentioned  officers,  who 
have  not  exerted  themselves  in  maintaining 
order  and  discipline  in  their  respective  corps, 
with  such  others  as  the  conimander-in-chief's 
iofonnation  may  induce  him  to  consider  as 
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improper  persons  to  be  entnstted  at  tbe  pre- 
sent Tnoment  with  the  charge  of  corps, 
Captain  Smith,   sd  battalion,    14th  regi- 
ment.   Major  Keasbeny,  2d  battalion, 
gth  regiment.      Major    Muiihead,   «d 
attalion,  i8tb  rtginysit!/  Major  fbzlc- 
Wood,  istbntialfbiH  2^  regimcat. 
That  the  commander-in-chief  be  also  re- 
quested to  remove  lieutenant-colonel  Rumley 
to  the  7ih  regiment  of  Native   cavalry  at 
Arcot,  nis  coniduct  in  the  command  of  the 
cantoniDcnt  at  Bangalore   having  been  fot 
some  thaie  past  unsatisfactory. 

(Signed;       G.  H.  Barlow. 
1st  May,  1809. 

(No.  i.H EXAMINATION. 
Eiaminatioo  of  Robert  Kentisbt  a  writer  in 

the  office  of  James  Balfour,  esq.  on  his 

oath;  lith April,  1809. 

Have  yoo  at  any  time  been  employed  in 
writing  papers  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the 
government  and  the  commander-in-chief  on 
late  occasions  ? — I  have. 

Did  you  write  one  or  more  papers  ?— I 
copied  several  papere;  first,  the  correspon- 
dence betwixt  the  commander-in-chief  and 
the  government;  also  a  statement  prepared 
by  caputn  Coombs,  in  his  own  hand  writing, 
SDOUt  seven  sheets  of  paper,  stating  the  im- 
proper acts  of  government  against  the  com- 
mander-in-chief and  lieutenant-colonel  Mun- 
ro,  as  being  a  fit  matter  of  complaint  to  the 
supreme  government. 

Bv  whose  directions  did  you  copy  that  pa- 
per ? — By  captain  Coombs*  directions,  about 
three  or  four  days  after  the  departure  of  gene- 
ral Macdowall. 

Did  you  receive  any  directions  from  any 
other  person,  or  ^'as  any  other  person  em- 
ployed about  the  paper  except  captain 
Coombs  ?—  No  other. 

Where  were  those  papers  written  by 
you?  At  the  office  of  the  commander-in- 
chief. 

Had  the  paper  in  captain  Coombs*  hand 
writing  been  previously  prepared?— Part  was 
given  to  him  to  cof^,  anid  the  remaining 
sheets  sent  in  as  witness  was  transcribing 
them. 

VVhiltt  captain  Coombs  was  preparing  the 
original,  did  he  see  any  other  persons  in  com- 
munication with  him  ?— He  saw  colonel  Cap- 
per come  in  once  or  twice. 

Was  you  employed  copying  the  paper  in  a 
public  room  or  in  a  private  one? — It  was  in 
a  public  room,  but  be  was  cautioned  not  to 
idmit  other  persons. 

Were  those  other  writers  employed  on 
the  same  subject  ?<—  Upon  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

Who  wers  those  writers  ?— Mr.  At  Dc 
Souza,  and  Anthony  Caldeira. 

For  how  many  days  were  you  employed 
on  this  business  ?-^ Above  a  week. 

Had  you  any  occasjon  to  kno\^  at  that  time 
of  any  other  papers'being  prepared  in  the 


commander>in-chief*s  or  militiry  homfttL 
fice  ?— A  young  man,  Mr.  Joseph  Hamihoi, 
said  he  had  got  a  very  well-written  ktiero 
copy,  and  supposed  it  was  to  be  forwsidedw 
the  supreme  government. 

Did  he  make  any  further  observatioas 
about  the  paper,  or  the  writer  of  it?— He 
did  not. 

Do  you  remember  his  observing  at  dx 
same  tiitie  what  a  clever  man  captain  Maisbill 
is  ?  He  doe«  recollect  it. 

To  what  did  you  consider  thatobservatioa 
as  referring?— To  the  letter  to  the  supitiBe 
government. 

Did  any  funher  conversation  take  place 
concerning  those  papers  at  the  same  time?— 
None  funher. 

Were  any  persons  then  present  bcsida 
De  Souza,  Hamilton,  Caldeira,  and  yoarRlf? 
—No  other  persons. 

How  came  you  to  be  employed  in  csptais 
Coombs'  office  in  writing  those  papeis?— 
I  am  a  writer  in  Mr.  Balfour's  office ;  be  scot 
me  there. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  further  conccniiiig 
that  or  any  other  paper? — Nothing,  eiccpt 
of  a  private  letter  from  captain  Coombs  » 
general  Macdowall. 

Do  you  know  what  became  of  that  staR> 
roent  and  papers  of  which  you  made  a  copy  ? 
— One  co|)/  was  forward^  by  Tappal  la 
general  Macdowall,  captain  Coombs  kept  lbs 
others. 

(Signed]       Robert  Kentish. 

Examination,  on  oath,  of  Anthony  De  Sons; 
11th  April,  1809. 

Are  you  a  writer  in  the  commaoder-is- 
cbief'somce  ? — 1  am. 

Were  you  employed  soon  after  the  depir- 
ture  of  general  Macdowall  incop>'inganypS' 
pers  relative  to  the  disputes  between  geoaal 
Macdowall  and  Government  ? — I  was. 

What  papers  ?— A  part  of  a  paper  which 
was  drawn  out  by  captain  CoomtM,  enck»i)g 
the  letters  from  general  Macdowall  to  govent- 
ment,  and  from  government  to  general  Mac- 
dowall, regarding  lieutenant  colonel  Mumo. 

Did  you  know  of  any  other  papers  prejwtd 
at  that  time  in  that  omce,  or  in  the  militsy 
board  office  P — I  know  ok  no  other  paper, 
nor  of  any  thing  done  in  the  military  boaii 
office,  being  employed  in  the  upper  rooo  is 
the  commander -m  chief's  office. 

(Signed)    A  N  TU  o  N^  De  Sov  z a* 

Examination,  on  oath,  of  Anthony  Caldeiii; 
1  ith  April,  1809. 

Was  you  a  writer  in  the  board  of  reveooe 
office  at  the  time  the  late  commaoder-io- 
xhief  went  away  ? — I  was  at  that  time  es- 
ployed  as  a  sectioner  in  that  office. 

Was  you  about  that  time  employed  in  yn« 
ting  any  papers  in  the  coauDander-in-diicf^ 
office? — I  was. 

What  papers  ?— I  had  to  enter  in  the  book 
latiers  to  chegeoeral  from  the  govetniacHi. 
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W«i  yoQ  enipIo)%d  in  writing  any  other  pa- 
sen  2—1  copied  papcn  given  me  by  captain 
Coombs,  the  purport  of  which  I  cannot 
rightly  recollect.  I  made  several  copies  of 
that  paper  and  its  enclosures,  being  copies  of 
letters  from  and  to  government. 

What  do  you  mean  by  that  paper  ?— -It  was 
1  paper  referring  to  those  several  enclosures, 
ind  making  observations  upon  them. 

Did  you  copy  a  memorial  to  the  govcrrior 
general  ? — No,  I  did  not. 

(Signed)        Anthony  Caldeira. 

Examination,  on  oath,  of  John  Perrlman; 
nth  April,  1809. 

I  believe  you  arc  a  writer  in  the  military 
board  office  ?--l  am. 

Do  vou  remember  having  been  employed 
soon  after  the  departure  of  (general  Macdowall 
in  copying  any  papers  relative  10  the  disputes 
between  general  Macdowall  and  govern- 
ment ? — I  recollect  being  employed  to  copy 
a  memorial  to  the  court  of  directors,  and 
several  htters  to  the  commander-in-chief. 

Were  you  not  employed  in  copying  a  me- 
morial from  the  omcers  addressed  to  lord 
Minto  ? — No,  that  memorial  was  copied  by 
Mr.  Hamilton. 

Did  you  at  that  time  see  that  memorial  1 
— ^I  did  sec  it,  1  think  I  made  one  or  two  co- 
pies of  it. 

Do  you  recollect  who  directed  you  to  copy 
that  memorial  F'-captain  Marshall  and  col- 
lonel  Martin  directed  roe  to  copy  it. 

In  whose  band-writing  was  the  paper  front 
which  you  made  the  copies? — In  the  hand 
writing  of  Mr.  Hamilton;  but  1  saw  the  ori- 
ginal, which  was  in  captain  Marshall's  hand 
writing. 

Did  you  copy  any  other  papers  at  the  same 
time  oftbe  same  tendency,  particularly  an  ad- 
dress to  colonel  Capper,  or  to  major  Boles  ? 
—  No,  I  did  not. 

Did  you  see  any  such  papers  ? — I  did  not 
tee  any  but  a  Urge  packet  addressed  to  major 
Boles. 

A  paper  purporting  to  be  a  memorial  to 
the  right  honourable  lord  Miniogovernor-ge- 
neral,  is  shown  to  the  witness^  and  he  is  asked, 
If  the  contcnu  be  simihr  to  those  of  the  pa- 
per which  he  copied  ? — Witness  having  read 
over  the  paper,  replies,  that  the  contenu 
appear  to  t>e  the  rery  same. 

Did  you  know  of  any  other  writers  having 
been  employed  in'  writihg  papers  on  that 
subject  besides  Hamilton  r— No  -,  I  did 
not. 

{Signed}       John  Perriman. 

Examination  of  Jo^pb  Hamilton,  on  oath  ; 
11th  April,  1809. 

Are,  you  a  writer  in  the  military  board 
office  ?— 1  am.      v 

Was  you  employed,  soon  after  the  depar- 
ture of  general  Macdowall,  in  copying  any 
paperi  respecting  the  disputes  between  him 


and  {^vemment  ?— I  know  a  paper,  of  which 
captain  Marshall  desired  me  to  make  several 
copies,  which  was  signed  by  the  officers ;  it 
was  a  memorial  to  lord  Minto. 

A  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  Memorial  to  ' 
the  right  honourable  lord  Minto,  governor 

Soeral,  is  shown  him,  and  he  is  asked,  if 
e  contenu  be  similar  to  those  of  the  paper  he 
copied  ?— Witness  having  read  the  paper,  sayi 
the  contenu  are  the  veij  same. 

In  whose  hand- writing  was  the  original 
from  which  you  made  those  copies  ?— The 
first  paper  I  copied  was  in  the  hand-writing  of 
captain  Marshall ;  another  copy  of  the  same 
paper  was  in  the  hand-writing,  as  I  believe, 
of  colonel  Martin,  who  directed  me  to  copy 
it. 

Were  any  other  writers,  besides  you  em- 
ployed in  copying  the  memorial  r— Yes  ; 
John  Perriman.  was  employed  in  copying 
It. 

Did  yon  receive  any  order  at  that  time  con- 
cemingthator  any  similar  paper  from  any 
other  persons  besides  captain  Marshall. and 
colonel  Martin  ?— 1  did  not. 

You  have  described  the  memorial  as  hav« 
ing  been  signed  by  officers,  did  you  see  the 
signatures  ? — 1  saw  a  number  of^ signatures  ; 
I  had  a  list  of  them  to  make. 

Who  directed  you  to  copy  the  list?— 
captain  Marshall  gave  it  him  ;  the  list  was 
attached  by  a  thread  to  the  paper. 

Have  you  any  copy  of  that  list  ?— I  have 
not. 

Do  you  remember  any  of  the  names  yoa 
saw  annexed  to  that  paper  ? — I  do  not  recol- 
lect any  of  the  names. 

Which  of  the  papers  did  you  first  copy, 
that  in  the  hand- writing  of  captain  Marshall, 
or  that  written  by  colonel  Marrin  ?—!  first 
copied  that  written  by  captain  Marshall. 

Did  that  appear  to  be  the  original  draft  of 
the  memorial  i* — It  did  appear  to  be  the  ori- 
ginal draft;  several  words!  could  not  make 
out  were  explained,  some  by 'captain  Mar- 
shall, some  by  colonel  Martioi  and  some  by 
lieutenant  Stock. 

Did  the  paper  in  colonel  Martin's  hand- 
writing appear  to  be  a  fair  draft  ? — ^That  ap- 
peared to  be  a  rough  draft ;  several  words 
were  scratched  throuth  in  it,  amongst  others 
the  word  depudiated  had  the  pen  run  through 
it ;  and  the  word  degraded  was  written  above 
it. 

Were  you  employed  about  any  other  paj^^r 
beside*  the  memorial  ?  —No,  I  was  tiot. 

(Signed)       J.  Hamilton. 

Examination  of  Matthew  Read ;  j  ith  April, 
4809. 
Was  you  employed  in  the  office  of  iBe  mi- 
litary board,  or  in  the  office  of  the  comman- 
der-in-chief at  the  time  of  general  Macdow- 
alPs  departure  from  the  coast  ?^-I  was  em- 
ployed as  a  writer  in  the  office  of  the  military 
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Was  you  about  ih«ttime  cmploypd  in  pre- 
paring any  papen  rc«pccrinjc  the  dispute  be- 
tween general  Macdowall  and  government  ? 
-—There  w«ts  a  paper  which  captain  Mar* 
shall  gave  me,  which  I  di^tribuied  to  the 
writers. 

What  was  that  paper  ?  -1  did  not  read  it, 
but  gave  it  to  Hamilton,  a  writer  for  th'e  mi- 
H.Kjry  fund. 

Do  you  know  the  general  description  of 
the  paper ;  what  fort  of  paper  was  it  ? — I 
did  nor  read  the  p?per ;  it  was  written  on  two 
sheets  of  foolicap 

Do  you  know  if  it  was  a  memorial  ? — It 
was  an  address  to  the  right  honourable  lord 
Minto  ;  I  did  not  read  it. 

In  whose  hand-writing  was  the  address  ?— 
In  the  hurry  of  business  1  did  not  particularly 
observe  tt>at. 

.  Do  you  remember  any  other  p;»pers  upon 
the  same  sufcnect  ;«fter  the  departure  of  general 
Macdowall  i^— No  I  do  not. 

(Signed)        Matthlw  Read. 

(No.  2.)  General  GowditU  circular  letter  to 
comm:iiKling  officers  of  divisiosis,  calling 
upon  them  to  suppress  all  improper  address- 
•    €s  or  rocmorials. 

(Circular.) 
To  the  oificer  commanding  the  division  of 
the  army. 
Sir, — I  have  received,  with  the  de'bpest 
te«;ret,  accounts  of  the  circulation  throughout 
the  army  of  addresses«of  a  most  improper'* 
nature  attd  seditious  tendency.  Alihouj;h  I 
cannot  believe  a  proceeding  so  repuf:nant  to 
the  first  principles  of  discipline  and  iluty,  so 
•pi'egtiant  with  the  most  di.st;raccrul  ami  tlis- 
-attro^s  consequences  to  the  service  over  which 
1  hate  been  placed,  yet  every  oH!ip;ation  of 
nw  duty  demands  that  l  should  omii  no  means 
'^i  prcvcrrrir^  the  fatal  ends  which  the  adop- 
tion of  that  proceeding  would  elfrcni:4lly  pro- 
duce. It  is  entirely  unnect*s^.iry  for  mc  to 
advert  to  the  public  measures  which  have  re- 
cently occurrfd,  as  they  are  nndcr  reference 
to  ihe^puly  powers  to  which  the  authorities 
'ihit  ad'^pt.-d  those  mra.ures  are  reijM>nsible. 
Any  bficccrdings  on  the  part  of  the  army 
with  rr.\p*rt  to   those  measures   would    be 

•  hunf^Jl  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  dis- 
cipline and  subordination,  which  d  rect  im- 
pli^f  obedience  to  tlic  government  onder 
which  it  is  placed,  It  wooM  be  contrary  to 
ili  cUegrance,  which  demands  ihai  it  should 
manifest  an  implicit  and  rtsp'^ctfiil  submission 
to,  the  ultimate  decision  of  irs  *overcign  and 
its  country  :    and  it  would  be   ruinous  to  the 

•  honour  of 'the  army,  as  those  proceedings 
must  be  regarded  as  a  wanton  and  unjustiBablc 
breach  of  discipline.  It  is  accordingly  my 
duty  to  call  on  you,  in  the  most  impressive 
manner  to  employ  every  cxnricn  of  yonr 
vigilance  and  authority  in  maintaining  the 
discipline  of  the  officers  and  men  intrusted  to 
your  com)nand.  I  also  desire  that  officers 
commanding  corps  may  be  held  responsible 
io  the  most  rigorous  acceptaiiou  ufmiliury 


obedience  for  the  good  condtict  tnd  dbcijKiae 
of  the  olTicen  under  their  orders.  Oncen 
commanding  corps  possess  the  most  eSectnl 
means  of  mainiauiing  subordination,  and  they 
will  incur  the  most  serious  respooiibility  m 
countenancing  or  permitting  of  my  proceei* 
ings  contrary  to  it. 

For  my  pert,  the  army  may  be  asiuredtfait 
I  shall  never  deviate  from  the  line  of  condoct 
prescribed  by  the  most  solemn  obligations  of 
duty  ;  and  of  offering  a  most  detcrmuwd  op- 
position to  every  plan  of  a  nature  iiKompati- 
ble  with  the  discipline,  the  dignity*  or  the  bo* 
nour  of  the  array,  with  the  authority  of  the 
government  and  the  interests  of  my  cono- 
try. 

(Signed)    Francis  Gowdie, 

Major-general  commaoding. 

Coramandcr-in-chiePs  office, 
Fort-St.  George,  ^rh  March,  1809* 

No.  3. — Answers  to  the  circular  letter 
of  general  Gowdie,  from  colonel  Tavlor, 
commanding  northern  division  ;  general  P^tcr, 
commandmg  the  Ceded  district  j  colonel  Wil- 
kinson, commanding  the  southern  divisioo; 
colonel  Da  vies,  commanding  the  Mysore  divi- 
sion ;  colonel  Mnnireson,  commanding  Hy* 
drahad  force  ;  colonel  Wallace,  commanding 
Poonah  force ;  colonel  Cuppage,  commanding 
Malabar  division.  All  or  which  state  tbst 
the  measures  ordered  by  general  Go^pdie 
have  been  adopted,  but  that  the  general  good 
conduct  o\  the  officers  render  it  impossibk  o 
account  for  the  suspicions  exprened  in  the 
general's  letter. 

(No.  5. )  The  memorial  to  lord  Minto, 
To  the  right  honourable  lord  Minto  govcnor 

general,  &c.  &c. 

The   respectful    memorial  of  the  officcfi  of 

the  Madras  army, 

Humbly  shcvvcth. — That  your  memoriaHstSi 
dcepl)  ituprisNcd  with  the  sense  of  the  duty 
which  they  owe  to  their  country,  eamesily 
implore  your  gracious  interference  for  the 
purpo  e  of  fonccti  ig  a  system  which  has 
occasioned  the  mn«t  st-iious  alarm,  lest  the 
ru'es  and  ordtn.ince';  which  define  their  plaa 
in  thecomtnannv  K  completely  subverted. 

Your  memorui»>ts  are  i>ot  infliienced  by 
extravagant  notiors  of  fret^dom,  or  by  soy 
ideas  of  independence  inconsistent  with  tK 
rigid  subordination  which  characterizes  tbcir 
profession,  arul  is  essential  to  its  existence. 
They  do  not  exjvct,  nor  do  they  ask  for, 
the  relaxation  of  any  tie,  or  the  dissoIotioB 
of  any  bond  by  which  the  stupendous  fabric 
of  an  extensive  army  is  sustairtcd  in  a  state 
of  subserviency  to  the  supreme  power  of  the 
constitution,  of  which  it  forms  a  part,  beii% 
justly  sensible  that  inconsiderate  ifidulgeQce 
or  immunity,  onder  habits  of  licentioutncis, 
necessarily  tend  to  destroy  the  prirKiple  of 
military  discipline,  and  to  render  that  bodf, 
which  was  formed  for  the  protection  of  the 
state,  subversive  of  its  tranquillity  ;  but  your 
roemoriaiisu,  the  free  children  of  that  coaxi-> 
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tiy,  whicb^  while  the  rtst  of  Europe  is 
enslaved,  boasts  a  constitution,  the  basis 
of  which  is  liberty.  Your  humble  memoria- 
lists, not  the  abject  slaves  of  a  country  en- 
thralled by  despotism^  rcspcctfullv  assert  a 
claim  to  certain  rights  and  privileges,  the 
engagements  of  which  may  be  allowed 
to  them  without  impairing  or  encroaching 
on  the  dignity  of  government)  or  in  any  wty 
interfering  with  the  other  dcpHrtmcnts  of  the 
sta;e. 

Your  memorialists  have  to  lament,  gene- 
rally, that  although  their  body  is  now  ex- 
tremely numerous,  and  the  question  regard- 
ing their  duties,  their  claims,  and  their  pri- 
vileges, so  multifarious  as  to  require  the 
asstsunceof  practical  cxpeiicnce  in  discusMug 
the  merits  of  them,  ycithcy  have  not  a  repre- 
sentative in  the  council  of  government  where 
alone  the  discussions  can  be  agitated :  to  this 
cause  may  be  ascribed  the  recent  measures, 
which  make  it  necessary  for  your  memorialisu 
to  implore  your  gracious  interposition,  as 
they  are  directly  subversive  of  those  prin- 
ciples of  honour  and  discipline  wliich  har- 
monize and  cement  the  constitution  of  a 
military  body,  and  are  at  the  same  time  gross- 
ly insulting  to  the  general  character  of  the 
military  profeuion. 

A  succinct  notice  of  these  measures  will 
amply  dcvelope  the  principle  by  which  your 
memorialisu  estimate  the  injuries  they  have 
alread>[  received,  and  the  further  abuse  of  the 
authority  which  they  have  reason  to  appre- 
hend, unless  the  system  so  manifestly  hostile 
to  the  honourable  feelings  of  a  military  body 
be  seasonably  checked.  It  may  be  already 
known  to  your  lordship,  that  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Munro,  ji  member  of  the  body  to  which 
your  memorialists  belong,  having  incurred 
the  suspicion  of  having  acted  in  a  manner 
that  was  most  generally  considered  to  have 
been  criminal,  was  openly  and  publicly  im- 
peached by  a  considerable  number  of  respec- 
ublc  officers,  who  preferred  militarv  charges 
against  .him.  This  measure  was  adopted  in 
the  hope  that  a  candid  examination  before  the 
honourable  tribunal  of  a  court  martial  might 
confirm  the  supposed  guilt,  and  lead  to  ade- 
quate punishment;  or,  if  guilt,  reallvdid  not 
exist,  that)  puriBed  by  that  ordeal,  he  might 
return  to  a  place  in  that  society,  in  which,  as 
must  be  well  known  to  your  lordship,  suspi- 
cion is  considered  equivalent  to  infamy.  In 
consequence  of  the  charges,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  warrant  which  gave  to  the  command- 
er-in-chief, and  to  him  only,  the  judicature 
over  the  M  "Ir  \s  army,  and  vested  in  him 
alone  the  juiis'iction  of  it  for  the  time  being, 
lieutenant  -  gcieial  Macdowall  placed  lieu- 
teoant-coioncl  Munro  under  arrest;  from 
which  arrest  he  has  since  reluctantly  released 
that  officer,  in  consequence  of  the  inrerfe- 
reiKe  of  the  civil  government,  who  have 
thus  disunited  the  chain  upon  the  integrity^  of 
which  the  principles  of  military  subordmation 
depend ;  for  if  the  source  from  whence  au- 
thority indfubordinatioQ  flow  to  all  the  mem- 


bers of  the  fnilltarj'  body  be  violated,  the 
subordinate  branches,  which  derive  their 
existence  from  if,  must  lose  their  virtue. 

Viewing  the  inrerfcrence  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment to  check  the  prescribed  laws  of  nuii- 
tary  dependence  as  a  dangerous  innovauon  and 
infrinj^eineiu  of  the  solemn  laws  of  the  ormy, 
your  memorialists  perceive  in  it  uiilicenccd 
confusion  and  anarchy. 

No  clesulfor>'  exoicisc  of  arbitrary,  power, 
however  severe,  can  be  c  Xjiccied  to  restrain 
the  passions  or  feelings  of  enlightened  men, 
although  it  may  distress  and  monify  indi- 
viduals. The  doubt  rej;arding  its  Icgaliiy, 
and  the  pernicious  principles  .by  which 
it  must  ever  be  regulated,  deprived  of  that  au- 
thority and  lespect  whicli  attached  to  an  es- 
tablished svstem  of  jurisprudence,  sanctioned 
by  the  If  giilature,  by  picscription,  by  habit, 
.  and  by  the  feelings  of  those  estimated  under  its 
influence. 

In  order  to  vindicate  the  character  of  his 
profession,  and  to  maintain,  the  iHtegriiy  of 
his  military  authority  over  ibssc  under  his 
command,  lieutenant  general  Macdowall  di* 
rccted  the  publication  of  a  general  order, 
conveying  a  reprimand  to  lieutenant-colonel 
Munro,  for  disrespect  to  his  commander-in- 
chief,  in  not  abiding  by  the  regular  course  of 
enquiry  laid  down  (or  similar  cases. 

/is  the  former  act  of  government  had  pro- 
claimed lo  the  army  that  lieutenant-colonel 
Munro  was  not  amcnHblc  to  military  law  on 
this  occasion,  that  officer  was  declared  to  be 
superior  to  the  control  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  by  the  publication  of  an  order,  in 
which  lieutenant-general  Macdowall  is  re- 
presented to  have  acted  in  a  manner  derogatory 
to  the  character  of  government,  and  sub- 
versive of  military  discipline,  and  the  foun- 
dation of  public  authority,  although  the 
order  of  general  Macdowall  refers  merely 
to  the  disrespect,  the  disobedience  of  orders, 
and  contempt  of  military  authority  manifesred 
by  an  officer,  who  was  not  only  under  his 
gerieral  control,  as  belonging  to  thq  army 
which  he  commanded,  but  who,  attached  to 
his  immediate  staff,  owed  him  particular  re- 
spect and  obedience. 

Your  memorialists,  accustomed  to  judge 
of  the  acts  of  military  men  as  referable  to 
the  standard  of  right  and  wrong,  which 
has  been  established  by  the  legislature  for 
the  control  of  their  body,  cannot  discover 
any  relation  between  those  orders  of  govern- 
ment and  the  rules  and  discipline  of  subordi- 
nation. Equal Iv  subversive  of  the  foundation 
of  authority  is  that  resolution  of  government, 
by  which  the  adjutant-general  and  bis  deputy 
are  ignomiuously  suspended /rom  the  service 
for  having  obeyed  the  orders  of  their  com- 
mander-in-chiei;  which  obedience  is  stated 
to  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  duty  of  those 
officers  towards  the  government. 

It  must  be  painful  to  your  lordship,  ss  it  it     ; 
to  your  memorialists,  to  contemplate  the  tx>s- 
iibie  consequences  of  a  proceeding,  equally 
unprecedented  as  ii  is  tinaccounuble,  by  any 
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Other  Tu\ts  but  those  of  blbd  prejudice  or 

deluded  infatuation. 

Your  memorialisii  perceive  i  commander- 
in-chief,  who  has  long  lived  among  them, 
who  was  pcrsooalJy  beloved  by  many»  and 
was  known  by  all  to  hava  manifested  great 
forbearance,  under  circumsiarccs  extremely 
mortifying,  from  the  conduct  which  the 
goveinmcnt  observed  toward*  him. 

They  perceive  the  character  of  such  a  man 
crossly  caluirvniated  while  their  rrg^et  for 
his  departure  was  yet  fresh ;  they  see  two 
officers  of  high  rank,  character,  an'd  respecta- 
bility, publicly  degraded,  deprived  of  ihcir 
particular  rank,  and  suspended  from  the  ser- 
vice, for  having  obeyed  their  commander-in- 
chief  in  signing  and  publishing  an  order 
written  by  himself,  for  the  ptirposeof  vindi- 
cating the  dignity  of  his  military  authority, 
which  had  been  flagrantly  violated  by  one  of 
his  own  staflf,  who  openlv  defied  and  disre- 
garded the  suprerne  military  commission. 
They  perceive  this  officer,  who  had  been 
publicly  impeached  under  charges  of  a  seri- 
ous nature,  and  who  had  insulted  bis  coin- 
mander-in-chief,  shielded  from  the  natural 
effects  of  such  misconduct  by  the  inicrferejice 
of  government.  Your  memorialists  cannot 
avoid  declaring,  that  they  perceive  in  this 
inversion  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  disci- 
pline, a  most  dangerous  infringement  of  ihe 
military  code,  that  bulwark  which  preserves 
a  state  from  the  licentiousness  of  an  armed 
rabble,  and  protects  a  disciplined  army  from 
ihe^  insults  of  an  arbitrary  power,  a  power 
subject  to  no  control  except  the  caprice  or 
prejudice  of  an  individual ;  and  your  memo- 
rialists feel  a  just  alarm,  lest  the  repetition 
of  acts,  which  are  not  guided  by  any  rule,  may 
tend  to  wean  their  aiiVctinns,  and  dispose 
them  to  consider  as  enemies  those  whose 
sitiiation5  should  make  ihr m  iheir  friends. 

Your  memorialists  have  learned  with  in- 
dignant roi;ret  that  their  enemies,  and  the 
enemies  of  their  cour.trv,  have  represented 
as  public  disaffection  the  discontL-m  produced 
by  local  and  partial  injuries  ari«!ing  from  the 
present  ay  stem.  But  thcv  confi'irni'.y  appeal 
to  rhe  zeal  and  ardour  with  which  ;i  large  pro- 
portion of  ihcm  are  now  discharging  the  most 
aidupas  duties  in  the  service  of  the  state. 
They  appeal  to  the  moderation  with  which 
they' have  stifled  those  feelings  which  the 
recent  conduct  of  the  Madrts  government 
was  calculated  to  in>pire;  and  while  they  de- 
clare their  inviolable  attacbment  to  the  con- 
siiuiiion  under  which  they  serve,  and  .to  the 
profession,  as  rc;;uhiedby  its  own  law»,  th<yr 
cannot  suppress  the  expie>$ion  of  their  coh- 
ccrn  at  the  manner  in  which  the  exclusive 
rights  of  the  army,  have  recemly  been  vio- 
lated, and  of  their  sanguine  hope  aixl  earnest 
intreacy  that  the  supreme  govemn^ent  ma^ 
in  its  wisdom  be  induced  to  appease  their 
just  c  aims,  and  to  anticipate  the  extreme 
crisis'  of  their  agitation,  by  releasing  them 
from  the  control  of  a  ruler,  whos^  measures 
guided  by  the  council  ofabeir  implacable 


enemies,  are  equally  detrimeiital  to  tbeial^ 
rest  of  the  state,  as  they  are  repulsive  to ik 
feelings  of  a  loyal  and  patriotic  army. 
"-      (A  true  copy.) 
(Signed)        A.  Fa  l  c  o  N  a  r, 
Chief  Secresaty. 
January,  1809. 

(No.  6.)— Address  to  Major  Boles, 
Sit, — ^The  officera  of  the  Madras  armf, 
whose  names  are  hereunto  annexed,  can  no 
longer  abstain  irom  expressing:  to  yoa  their 
surprize  and  concern  at  the  severe  and  umne- 
'lited  punishment  inflicted  on  ycxi  by  an  aa 
of  the  civil  government  of  Fort  St.  Ccorge, 
for  no  other  reason,  that  is  stated,  but  &i 
you  obeyed  the  oidcrs  of  their  commaodei^ 
m-chief  in  a  case  purely  mi Ittary.         * 

Feeling  the  question  to  involve  circoD* 
stances  essential  to  their  best  inirrest.%  and 
fundamental  to  the  character  and  rcspcctiiHtjr 
of  the  army,  no  less  than  to  the  jprinciples 
of  martial  law,  they  consider  tbemselm 
called  upon  to  signify  to  you  their  marked 
approbation  of  your  conduct,  as  an  officer 
on  the  general  staff  on  that  occasion. 

Whilst  your  brother  officers  setie  this  0|^ 
poruinity  to  express  their  sense  of  thepropri* 
ety  of  your  conduct,  they  fully  appicciate 
the  personal  inconvenience  to  which  yoa 
are  ex^M)sed  by  suspension 'from  office  sod 
the  service ;  with  these  feelings  they  reques 
the  honour  of  repairing  your  injunes  in  the 
mean  time,  as  far  as  lays  within  their  power, 
by  subcrihing  and  paying  to  your  order  oMmb* 
ly»  the  full  amount  of  that  pay  and  staff- 
allowance  of  which  you  have  in  thjaextiaar- 
dinary  manner  been  deprived. 

As  your  conduct  on  the  occasion  alluded 
to  is  exactly  conformable  to  what  the  under- 
signed, if  placed  in  your  stuiation,  would 
have  pursued,  they  cannot  avoid  makiog 
your  case  their  own,  and  under  existir^  cir- 
cumstances such  mutual  support  must  be 
expected  and  accepted  by  all  who  like  your- 
self have  or  may  suffer  through  any  such  ex- 
ci  ptionable  measures  on  the  part  of  the  civil 
govt* rnment  of  Fort  St.  George  as  have  ren- 
dered necessary  the  painful  step  we  have  aow 
taken. 

(True  copy,) 
(Signed)         A.   fALCONARy 
SecrcUry  to  government. 

(No.  7.)^Paper  of  authorities  submiitrd 
by  the  judge-advocate-general,  in  respect  to 
the  suspension  of  colonels  Capper  and 
Boles. 

(No  8.)  General  Oo^ie's  circular  letter 
on  the  subject  of  the  address  to  Major 
Boles, 

To  the  officer  commanding  the  division. 
(Circular.) 

Sir, — It  having  come  to  my  knowledge 
that  papers  of  a  very  improper  nature  are 
in  circulation^  amosnt  ^^Qfif:ers  of  the 
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irmy,  reftrdin^  the  suspeDsion  of  Major 
ioles  from  the  situation  of  deputy  adjutant- 
peneral  of  the  army^  in  consequence  of  his 
laving  affixed  his  signature  to  the  general 
>rder  of  the  28th  January  last;  and  as  the 
ircumstance  has  not  come  before  me,  jn 
iny  public  or  authenticated  form,- 1  am 
n<luced  to  notice  it  to  you  in  this  way,  ra- 
her  than  through  the  channel  of  a  general 
»rder. 

The  paper  in  question,  if  I  am  rightly 
aformed,  has  for  one  of  its  objeas  the 
oHection  of  a  snbbcriprion  for  the  relief  of , 
i^ajor  Boles,  a  circumstance  which  as  com- 
lander  of  the  army  I  could  take  no  interest 
3,  as  officers  may  apply  their  money  for  the 
•enefit  of  whom  they  please,  did  it  not  at 
Ke  same  time,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
itimate  an  intention  of  supporting  all 
theri)  who  may  in  like  manner  fall  under 
be  displeasure  of  government,  and  imply 
Iso  a  justification  of  the  principle  upon 
rhich  Major  Boles  acted. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  commander  of  an 
lngli)>h  army  to  take  a  passive  part  whilst 
jch  things  are  trunsaccing  amongHt  those 
nder  hi$  command ;  as  these  officers,  by 
lacing  their  principles  in  direct  opposition 
>  that  of  government,  and  holding  out  a 
.'curiiy  and  indemnity,  in  fact  encourage 
isohedience  and  revolt,  in  so  far  as  it  is 
ossibic  for  them  to  do. 

It  were  needless  for  me  to  explain  to  a 
erson  of  your  experience,  that  an  officer 
nder  an  English  government  caR,  only  be 
istifiable  in  obeying  a  legal  order;  and  thiit 
It  -  ler  in  question  was  of  a  nature  cal- 
jlatvd  to  excite  sedition  in  the  army,  and 
»  such  unjustifiable  and  illegal  on  the  face 
f  itf  and  ought  accordingly  to  have  been 
eclined  by  every  well-informed  'officer, 
lajor  Boles  must  be  supposed  from  his 
ation  to  have  known  that  the  governor 
id  council  of  Fort  St.  George  are  not  only 
le  civil,  but  by  the  express  enactment  of 
le  British  legislature,  the  military  govern- 
lent  also  of  the  country;  the  whole  civil 
id  military  government  of  the  presidency 
f  Fort  St.  George  being  vested  in  a  gover- 
or  and  three  councillors  by  the  a^  of 
793. 

Although  it  can  never  be  proper  to  accus- 
im  officers  to  hesitate  as  to  obeying  the 
mal  commands  of  their  superiors,  yet  this 
rinci^'e,  if  not  limited  by  law  would  in  its 
peration  tend  to  the  subversion  of  all 
Dvernment,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of 
ly  desperate  leader,  by  indemnifying  all 
Oder  him,  to  issue  what  orders,  and  do 
hat  ac^s  he  chose.  But  fortunately  the 
rinciple  is  suffidcntly  understood  m  an 
nglish  army,  that  the  military  state  is, 
ibordinate  to  the  civil;  and  that  Wfiere 
lere  is  no  right  to  command,  there  ctn  be 
3  duty  to  obey.  As  I  deprecate  the  dis- 
ission  in  pubbc  orders  of  odious  and  deti- 
ite  questions,  and  as  I  am  onwilling  to 
iblisb  8U)y  general  order  on  a  tabject  l# 


perfectly  understood  (and  which  but  for 
the  prejudices  of  the  moment  could  never 
be  mistaken)  I  chose  rather  to  trust  to  your 
discretion,  that  you  will  exercise  the  influ- 
ence of  your  situation  in  explaining  to  those 
under  your  conunand  the  impropriety  ofv 
tl^ir  conduit  in  thus  giving  circulation  to 
sentiments  of  such  unfounded  and  pemi* 
cioos  tendency  as  are  said  to  be  found  ia 
that  paper  regarding  Major  Boles,  and 
which,  I  am  much  afraid,  may  be  attended 
with  very  serious  consequences  to  those 
who  have  been  so  ill  advised  ai  to  affix  their 
signatures  to  it,  for  when  a  paper  of  this» 
or  of  any  other  factious  nature  conies  before 
me,  I  can  have  no  difficulty  in  advising  go. 
vemmcQt  how  to  dispose  of  the  authors 

<rf  if-  .  .  ^ 

As  compaMioo  for  Major  Boles  may  have 
drawn  in  the  officers  to  this  measure,  1 
think  it  proper  here  to  explain,  that  Major 
Boles  has,  in  my  opinion,  deprived  himself 
of  any  particular  claim  to  feelings  of  that 
nature.  It  had  never  been,  I  was  per- 
suaded, the  intention  of  government  to 
deal  severely  with  that  officer,  but  only  to 
vindicate  that  respect  due  to  their  own 
authority  which  every  government  must  be 
anxious  to  maintain;  and  accordingly  (bat 
without  any  instructions  to  that  effect)  soon 
after  my  succeeding  to  the  command,  I  took 
the  occasion  to  signify  to  Major  Boles,  that 
if  he  would  express  any  adequate  regret  for 
what  he  had  done,  as,  that  when  he  affixed 
hi-  signature  to  the  order  he  was  not  aware 
of  the  consequences  and  thought  he  was 
acting  right,  without  meaning  any  offence 
to  government,  i>ut  was  novi^  sorry  for  what 
jiad  happened,  I  would  make  it  my  busi- 
ness to  get  him  reinstated  in  his  rank  and 
official  situation;  But  this  explanation,  so 
natural  to  have  been  expected,  and  which 
included  in  it  no  personal  concession  of 
character,  was  rejected,  (and  not  without 
some  warmth)  by  liis  exclaiming  that  he 
was  sorry  for  nothing  that  had  happened, 
or  wOrds  to  that  effect. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  follow* 
ing  extract  of  a  general  order  by  thii  go* 
vernment  of  30th  December,  1799,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  the  restrictions  to 
which  the  circulation  of  addresses  to  the 
army  has  been  limited. 

'*  His  lordship  in  council  also  prohibits, 
under  the  strongest  injunctions,  the  publi- 
cation in  future  of  any  addresses  to  the 
army,  or  to  any  division  of  it  by  any  per- 
son or  persons  whatever,  without  the  pre» 
vious  sanction  of  his  lordship,  or  of  the 
governor  general  in  council.** 

1  hare  to  rely  on  your  discretion  that  yoil 
will  adopt  the  means  suitable  to  the  occa« 
Sion  for  the  discouragement  and  prevention 
of  the  a<)dress  above  alluded  to,  or  of  any 
other  of  a  similar  description  in  the  division 
under  your  charge. 

(ffigned)       Francis  Gowdie, 
Ma}or-gfiicr»l  comdg. 
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Kb.  9.^L«tter  from  captain  Grant  to 
lleutenant-coioiiel  Barclay. 

(Private) 

Camp,  19th  March,  1809. 
My  dear  Barclay, 
It  is  impoMible  for  me,  perhaps,  to  state, 
in  a  full  and  satisfactory  manner,  all  that 
might  be  said  oa  the  bubjecc  which  induces 
me  now  to  communicate  with  you ;  but  even 
were  it  possihle,  it  might  be  little  atteodett 
to,  and  probably  considered  superfluous. 

I  shall,  therefore,  only  touch  upon  my 
own  situation,  and  act  that  part  which  my 
own  judgment  dictates.  , 

I  have  the  honour  of  commanding  the 
body-guard  of  (he  honourable  Sir  G  Bar- 
low, and  have  for  yeara  held  that  appoint- 
ment with  pride,  pL-as^ure,  and  honour* 
•  I  am,  I  trust,  as  much  alive  to  the  fortu- 
nate distinction  which  has  attended  roe  in 
this  and  in'  other  situations  in  the  service  as 
it  is  possible  for  any  soldier  to  feel,  and 
•qoally  antioiis  to  continue  deserving  of 
honour  and  reputation  as  any  officer  in  any 
•enrice. 

Under  such  impressions  I  now  address  you. 
That  it  is  done  with  pain  and  with  extreme 
reluctance,  you  will  at  once  credit,  when  I 
acquaint  you,  that  it  is  my  determination  to 
resign  the  command  of  the  body-guard. 

My  feelings  towards  this  corps  can  only 
be  known  to  myself ;  and  I  shall  not  attempt 
an  impossibility,  by  a  vain  endeavour  to 
convey  to  others  what  never  can  be  con- 
ceived by  them.  1  can,  however,  assure  you, 
chat  I  have  not  writteti  thus  far  without  both 
a  pang  and  a  tear. 

It  is  due  to  my  own  character,  that  I 
should  explain  my  reasons  for  this  measure; 
Imd  I  request  that  they  may  be  communicated 
to  the  honourable  Sir  G.  Barlow. 

You  must,  as  well  as  every  other  officer, 
be  informed  of  the  agitation  which  at  present 
is  general  throughout  the  service,  ana  at  the 
same  time  acquainted  wich  the  causes  which 
have  given  rise  to  so  much  discusbion. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  enter  into  them 
at  present,  hirther  than  respects  my  own 
character  and  con'Iuct  upon  the  occasion. 
This  I  have  ever  held  sacred,  and  maintained 
pure  from  every  tinge,  even  of  distant  sus- 
picion. 

Anxious  and  resolved  tn  pursue  the  same 
course,  I  decline  letaiainea  situation  which, 
ii  ma\  be  stated,  is  ai  vnriance  with  my  con- 
duct, as  I  have  this  day  subscribe!  my  name  to 
a  letter  addressed  to  m:ijor  Boles  by  a  jjreat 
many  distinguisiied  and  able  cfHcers,  who 
feel  equally  jnterebted  and  concerned  at  the 
situation  in  which  he  is  placed,  and  at^the 
reasons  which  have  been  assigned  for  this 
measure. 

I  have  done  this  upon  principle,  and  upon 
principle  I  shall  support  it. 

There  are  men  who  might  subscribe  to  the 
letter  1  have  mentioned,  and  still  retain  a 
situation  of  some  trifling  emolument ;  such 
is|not  the  line  of  conduct  I  wish  to  pursue ; 


yet  no  man  is  more  dcnrous  than  myself  to 
fulfil  all  his  duties,  and  none,  I  presume  to 
state,  more  ready  or  willing  to  evince  erety 
honourable  feeling  of  zeal  and  ardour  icr 
his  own  reputation,  and  the  glory  of  hit 
country. 

I  enclose  'a  copy  of  the  letter  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  in  orjer  that  you  may  potiea 
full  information  on  this  subject. 

My  resignation   of  the  body-guard  pPB* 
ceeds  by  this  day*s  tappall  to  Nladras, 
Your  ever  sincerely. 
(Signed)  J.  Gramt. 

Major  Barclay, 
Military  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  Ac, 
r  ort  St.  George, 
(A  true  Copy  ) 
(Signed)  A.  Falcohak. 

Chief  Secretary  to  (sovcrnmest 

No.   10. —and    11. — Further     replies  to 
general  Gowdie's  circu  ar  letter  of  the  3tix 
March,  and    lOth  April  fcom  colouei  Cop. 
page,  commanuing  Malabar. 
Col'-nel  Davis,  Mysore. 
General  Pater,  Ceded  District*, 
Colonel  Chalmers,  Quilon. 

(No.  4.)— Copy  of  ihc  general   orders  of 
the  1st  ol  M^v. 
[Inserted  m  the  Ma&ras  ocatrrmce*  for  Maj] 

No.  .5. — General  Orders,  ist  of  May,  by 
the  Madras  government,  appointing  ofEcm 
in  lieu  of  those  displaced  by  ttic  former  ortkr 
of  the  same  date. 

No.  6.-— Letter  from  the  Madras  gown- 
mcnt  to  the  commandet-in-chicf,  direciing 
him  to  supersede  ccruin  officers  not  suspcpdd 
in  the  orders  of  the  1st  of  May.  * 

'  No.  7. — Extract  from  the  minutes  of  coo- 
sultation  in  the  secret  department;  datfd 
21st  April,  1809. 

(Secret  d'-partmcnt.) 

The  president  pioposes*  that  for  reasom 
which  be  will  state  at  a  future  mcctingf  ibc 
following  letter  be  dispaiched  to  the  officer 
commanding  at  Vi/agapatam : — 
To  Hcutcnani-coloncl  Atskill»  or  officer  com- 
manding at  Vizagapaiam. 

Sir,— 1  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  tbn 
it  having  been  ascertained  that  capiain  Josdh 
Marshall  was  principally  concerned  in  pre- 
paring and  circulating  to  several  of  the  »• 
nous  of  the  army,  a  seditious  paper,  jwr- 
|K>riing  to  be  a  memorial  from  the  ofikcn 
of  the  army  on  the  establishmeni  of  Fort 
St.  George,  to  the  right  honourable  ibe 
governor-general,  it  is  intended  that  capoia 
MaTshall  shall  be  suspended  from  the  scryja 
of  the  honourable  company,  and  reqaired 
to  embark  on  one  of  the  honourable  com- 
pany's ships,  which  vill  shortly  touch  it 
Vizagapatam  on  her  way  to  Bengal,  htwi 
whejice  captain  Marshall  will  be  ordered  «> 
proceed  to  £ogUud  od  the  fleet  which  viU 
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Mil  m  the  month  of  June  next ;  you  ztt  di* 
scctrd  to  commanicate  to  captstin  Marshall* 
notice  of  his  intended  suspension  from  the 
merriccj  and  require  him  to  embark  on  the 
ahip  which  will  be  ordered  to  receive  him  at 
Vizagapatam. 

You  arc  authorized  to  receive  charge  of 
CBpuin  Marshall's  oHice  of  paymaKicr  ac 
Vizagapatam,  until  an  arrangemexit  can  be 
made  for  the  conduce  of  the  duties  of  that 
Office.  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant* 
(Siened)  A.  Falconar» 

thief  secretary  to  Government. 

Fort  St.  George, 
ftist  April,  1809. 

No.  S. — Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  officer 
commanding    at    Vizagapatam ;    1st    \lay, 
iScq. 
To  lieutenant-colonel   Francis  AiskiU,  or 

officer  commaiidiiTg  Vizagapatam. 
Sir, — You  are  hereby  dirccied  to  cause 
captain  Josiah  Marshall,  late  paymaster  at 
Vizagapatam,  who  has  been  sujspended  from 
the  service  of  the  honourable  company,  to 
embark  on  board  the  honourable  company's 
ahip,  Asia,  Trcmenbecrc,  esq.  commander,  as 
foon  as  thai  vessel  shall  arrive  in  Vizagapatam 
roads. 

Captain    Tremenbtere  has  been  directed 
not   to  leave  Vizagapatam  road  until  he  shall 
baye  received  captain  Marshall  on  board  his 
ship,  and   you  will  be  held  responsible   for 
any  delay  that  mav  occur  in  his  embarkation. 
I  have  toe  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.Falconar, 
Chief  secreury  to  government. 
Fort  St.  George, 
1st  May,  iScp. 

No,  9. — Copy  of  a    Letter  to  the  com- 
mander of   the  honourable  company's  ship 
Asia,  1st  May,   1809. 
To  captain  Tremenheerc,  commanding  the 

honourable  company's  ship  Asia,  Madras 

roads. 

Sir,— I  am  directed  by  the  honourable 
the  governor  in  council,  to  desire  that  on 
yoxir  arrival  at  V\z;df^A\^i»m,  you  will  receive 
captain  Jf)siah  Ma)shdl)«  late  paymaster  at 
that  siaiion>  who  has  been  suspended  from 
the  service  of  the  honourable  company,  and 
convey  him  to  Brngal. 

On  your  arrival  there,  you  will  yait  the 
orders-  of  the  gi  vtrnor-gcncral  in  council 
regarding  C7|)*-><i  Vlarshall,  who  is  not  to 
'  be  permuted  10  Inive  your  ship  until  you 
shall  have  received  the  orders  of  the  supreme 
government  for  that  purpose. 

You  will  not  proceed  on  your  voyage 
from  Vizagapatam  until  you  shall  oave 
received  captam  Marshall  on  board  your 
ship. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.  Falconak, 
Chief  secretary  to  goveriudent. 

Fort  St.  George> 


No.  le.— »Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  officer 
commandirtg  the   southern  division  of   the 
army,  1st  May,  1809. 
To  colonel    Wilkinson*  commanding    the 

southern  division  of  the  army,  Trichono- 

poiy. 

Sir,-— You  are  hereby  directed  to  use  your 
discretion  in  permitting  lieut.-colonel  the 
honourable  Arthur  St.  Legcr,  v»nho  ha^  been 
supended  from  the  service  of  the  honour- 
able company,  and  directed  to  hold  himsrlf  in 
readiness  to  proceed  to  Engfand.  to  remain 
at  Trichonopoly  for  a  perioid  not  exceeding 
ten  days,  for  the  purpose  of  sciding  his 
private  affairs. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.  Fa  L  c  o  N  A  R , 
Chief  secretary  to  government* 

Fort  St.  George, 
1st  May,  18&9. 

No.  1 1 . — Letter  from  the  Madras  govern- 
meot  to  the  govemor-jjcncral,  referring  to 
Sir  George  Barlow's  minute  and  the  general 
orders,  1st  May,  and  reporting  the  means 
adopted. 

No.  12. — Copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant- 
colonel  A.  St.  Lcger,  s6(h  April,  1809:  with 
an  enclosure. 

To  the  chief  secretary  to  government,  Fori 
St.  George. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for 
the  information  of  the  honourable  the  go- 
vernor in  council,  a  Copy  of  a  letter,  only 
received  last  night,  although  of  date  the  7tn 
instant,  and  in  consequence  of  which  I  shall 
lose  no  time  in  repairing  to  Trichinopoly. 

That  the  letter  I  have  herewith  the  ho- 
nour to  ctkIosc  was  intended  by  the  honour^ 
able  the  governor  in  council  to  hurt  my 
feelings  1  am  fully  satisfied  ;  that  he  has  suc- 
ceeded lam  unable  to  deny;  but,  although  it 
may  be  in  the  power  of  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council  to  wound  mv  feelings, 
and  degrade  me  from  command,  I  am  igno- 
rant of  any  power  or  authority  vested  in  him 
to  annul  that  title  to  which  my  birth  has 
elevated  me,  and  of  which  your  letter  above 
alluded  to  deprives  me;  a  deprivduon I  ne- 
ver once  experienced  when  from  my  services 
relief  was  expected  from  the  apprehended 
dangen  in  Travancorc. 

As  removal  from  command  is  generally 
coiiceivcd  a  punishment  for  an  offence  com- 
mitted, 1  am  relieved  from  much  anxiety  as 
to  the  cause  of  my  removal,  by  having  re- 
ceived oflBcialty  the  copy  of  a  Icitjr  addressed 
by  the  present  commander-in-chief  to  ihc 
officer  commanding  in  Travancore,  respect- 
ing the  expression  of  the  general  sense 
of^  tbe  army  ou  the  unfortutiaie  siruarion 
of  major  Boles>  a  paper  to  which  I  affix- 
ed ray  name,  as  being  purely  exprcsMvc 
of  my  sentiments  on  the  *ubj  rt  10  which 
ii  relites;  and  further,  I  hau  s.o  h«'siiaiion 
to  declare,  that  h^d  1  been  ap^>  y.ncdi  to  sitas 
member  of  a  geneial  court  iiiJiiL>dl  to  iiivei- 
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tigatc  the  ccmdoct  of  major  Boles,  «s  having 
Totised  to  sign  and  publish  the  orders  of  his 
immediate  commanocr-in^hief,  ona  subject 
so  purely  military  I  should  haye  awarded  casb- 
krmg,  as  a  punishment  only  adequate  to 
such  disobedience. 

I  cannot  abstain  from  addinf^,  in  support 
of  my  sentiments  on  this  subject,  that  I 
believe  the  fiist  and  only  lime  that  the  obli- 
gation of  an  officer  to  obey  in  all  cases  the 
orders  of  his  superiors  became  agitated  be- 
fore the  house  of  commons,  was  at  the  in- 
itigation  of  general  Burj»oyne,  at  the  com- 
meijccmcnt  of  the  impeatbrnent  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  when  I  brlicve  it  was  admitted, 
chat  in  cases  where  the  orders  to  be  obeyed 
were  of  a  treasonable  fuiiure,  and  in  these 
cases  only  dijd  the  responsibility  aiurh  to 
the  officers  who  executed  the  commands  of 
his  military  snp-riors. 

From  a  reference  to  the  public  lettcn  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  the  ho- 
nounble  the  governor  in  cnur»cil  during  the 
whole  of  the  period  of  my  command  of  the 
detachment  of  troops  serviijg  in  Travancore, 
I  have  been  led  to  consider  that  my  conduct 
had  met  the  approbation  of  the  government 
of  Fori  St.  George;  and  although  removal 
from  command  in  this  degrading  manner 
be  the  only  mode  adopted  to  leward  or  mark 
that  approbation,  I  khall  nevertheless  at  all 
timc^  f'j*  I  the  purest  gratification  in  cxcr.ing 
tny  best  abilities  for  the  good  of  that  service 
to  whnh  1  have  hid  ih'-  honour  to  belong  for 
weiiTlv  ihi'ty  yiars  and  tor  whose  rcspccta- 
bihty  I  must  ever  ieel  the  warmcs-  interest. 
1  have  the  houoor,  &c. 
(Signed)  A.  St.  Lrcer, 
Lieuteoani-colonel . 

Camp  at  Oodaghcrry, 
t6th  April,  1809' 

(Enclosure.) 

To  JLicutenant-colonel  Macauly,  resident  in 

Travancore. 

SiB, — 1.  I  am  directed  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult., 
intimating  that  you  had  instructed  Lieute- 
nant-colpnel  St.  Ledger  to  proceed  with  the 
troops  imder  his  command  to  Vcedagherry, 
and  that  Lieutenant  colonel. Chalmers  has 
been*  directed  to  return  to  Quilon. 

2.  You  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  Lieute- 
siant-colonel  St.  Legcr  to  return  to  Trichi* 
nopoly,  leaving  at  Voedagherry  the  force 
which  you  have  been  authorized  to  place 
in  that  fortress. 

flf.  The  governor  in  council  approyesyoar 
application  to  Lieutenant-colouel  St.  V/tger^ 
for  a  small  party  of  cavalry  consisting  of  a 
bavildar,  oaick,  and  twelve  troopers  to 
Mrve  as  youo^escort. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c.  &a 
(Signed)  A.  Falconak. 

Chief  KC.  to  govt* 

Fort  St.  George, 
7th  April,  1809w 


No.  IS.— Copy  of  m  letter  to  tb* 

commanding  the  iotitheni  dmsion  of  ^ 

army. 
Colonel  Wilkinson  comniaiidiii|[  the  aoatb- 
eni  division  of  tbe  anny,  Trichsiiopoly. 
Sir,  sa  May,  1809. 

1.  I  am  directed  by  tbe  bonoorable  the 
governor  in  council  to  transmit  for  yoor 
information,  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieot^ 
nant*colonei  the  honourable  Arthur  St 
Leger,  dated  the  26th  ultimo,  and  received 
yesterday. 

St  I  am  also  directed  to  inform  yon  tbat 
in  consequence  of  the  letter  above  men- 
tioned the  governor  in  council  has  tboi^|liC 
proper  to  rescind  his  orders  ^o  yon  of  the 
first  instant,  which  left  it  at  voor  diacretioa 
to  ailow  Lieutenant-colonel  St.  Lefcr  to 
remain  at  Trichinopoly  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  ten  days;  and  alto  to  rescind  that 
part  of  mt  general  order  of  the  Itt  sosaK 
which  directed  that  officer  to  repaif  to  the 
presidency,  and  to  adopt  the  following  reso- 
lutions regarding  him,  which  yon  are  hcrcbj 
required  to  see  obeyed,  via. 

1st.  That  Lientenant-colonel  tbe  hoqov* 
able  Arthnr  St.  Leger  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted  to  visit  Trichinipoly. 

Sd.  That  he  shall  be  required  to  proceed 
from  Pallamcottah,  or  Madnra,  according 
as  the  orders  may  reach  him,  to  the  sen- 
coast,  and  to  pioceed  by  that  ronte  as  ^  as 
Sadras,  from  whence  he  is  to  repair  with^ 
practictble  dispatch  to  Foonamalle;  repos-t 
his  arrival  to  the  officer  commanding  that 
station,  and  wait  there  for  the  further  or- 
ders of  government,  without  coming  nearer 
to  the  presidency. 

If  Lieutenant-colonel  St  Leger  does  noi 
give  hit  word  of  honour  to  the  oflsccr  who 
may  be  iut  rusted  by  Colonel  Wilkinson  to 
communicate  these  orders  to  him  at  Palam- 
cottah,  Madura,  or  any  other  place,  that 
he  will  confoim  to  them  in  every  respect, 
the  officer  making  the  comrounicatkm,  and 
who  may  not  receive  such  an  aasnranee 
from  Lieutenant -colonel  St.  Leger,  is  to  be 
required  to  send  him  under  an  escort  by  the 
prescribed  route  to  Poonamallee. 

4.  That  if  Lieutenant-colonel  St.  Leger 
should  bv  any  accident  arrive  at  Trichiao- 
poly  without  having  received  these  orders, 
ne  shall  not  be  permitted  to  remain  there 
above  twelve  hours ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  he  has  gone  there,  after  having  received 
a  commnnicatioB  of  these  orders^  he  abaH 
be  sent  to  Poonamallee  with  an   tMOft  of 
European  infantry. 
I  am.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  eervaat, 
(Signed)        A.  Falconab, 
Chief  tec.  to  govt. 
Fort  St.  George, 

Sd  May,  1809w 

Fort  St.  George.— Secret  departraeot. 

No.  I.— General  letter,  6th  Sept.  1809.-* 

Received  per  Ganges,  S4thlan.  lSi9. 
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0  the  hoDonnblt  the  lecMt  committM  of 
the  honourable  the  court  of  directors^ 

Honourahlc  Sir*, 

1.  Your  honourable  committee  has  been 
>prised  of  the  reprehensible  proceedings 
:  a  Urge  proportion  of  the  omcers  of  the 
iny  of  the  honourable  company,  antece- 
uit  to  the  publication  of  our  general  or- 
srs  of  the  Ist  of  May  last*  and  also  of  the 
ntimenu  of  the  supreme  government  re- 
lectin^  those  proceedings  and  orders,  as 
ated  m  their  letter  to  this  government, 
sted  the  S7th  of  the  same  month. 
S.  We  are  now  preparing  for  transmit- 
on  to  your  honourable  committee,  by  a 
»-conTeyance,  a  full  detail  of  the  unpre- 
sdented  events  which  have  since  occurred 

1  the  army  of  this  establishment.  In  the 
tean  time  we  have  deemed  it  to  be  advis- 
ble  to  transmit  to  you,  by  an  ovcr-land 
ispatch,  the  following  summary  accoimt  of 
UMC  events,  and  of  the  nfeasures  which  we 
ursued  for  the  support  of  the  authority 
f  the  government,  and  Ite  the  security  of 
le  public  interests. 

3.  No  ihMsuret  had  been  adopted  by  this 
DTemmentf,  relating  to  the  army,  subse- 
uent  to  the  publication  of  our  ciders  of 
le  1st  of  May*  and  we  entertained  a  con- 
dent  expectation  that  the  •  examples  of 
unishment  antiounced  in  these  orders  would 
a¥e  suppressed  the  spirit  of  insubordina- 
on  which  had  manifested  itself  amongst 
iie  officers  of  the  army. 

4.  We  are  concerned,  however,  to  state 
[lat  these  examples  failed  to  produce  the 
ene6cial  effects  which  we  had  every  rea- 
»n  to  expect  from  them ;  and  that  priaci- 
•les  of  insubordination  and  sedition  conti- 
ued  to  prevail  among  the  company's  offi- 
ers,  if  possible,  with  aggravated  violence. 

5.  The  officers  of  the  Hydrabad  subsi- 
itary  force,  whose  conduct  had  been  fa- 
ourably  noticed  in  our  orders  of  the  Ist 
f  May,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
hose  orders,  publicly  announced  to  the 
rmv  their  participation  in  the  sentiments 
f  tLe  disaffected  officers,  and  intimated, 
1  a  threatening  tetter  transmitted  by  the 
ost  directly  to  our  president,  their  inten- 
ion  of  separating  themselves  from  the 
nthority  of  this  government,  unless  we 
onsented  to  rescind  our  general  orders  of 
he  1st  May.  The  garrison  of  Masulipa* 
un,  about  the  same  time,  broke  out  into 
pen  rebellion,  and  imprisoned  their  com- 
landing  officer. 

6.  Anxious  to  impcess  on  the  minds  of 
he  officers  a  sense  of  the  impropriety  of 
heir  conduct,  we  published  to  the  army 
he  dispatch  from  the  supreme  government, 
ated  the  27th  of  May  last,  in  which  the 
eprehensible  nature  of  the  conduct  of  the 
lisi^ected  officers  was  fully  explained,  and 
he  measures  adopted  by  this  government. < 
D  consequence  of  that  oondact,  entirely 
pproved.  This  solemn  decision  of  the 
upreiot  authority  in  Iadi»«  also  proved  iii« 


tffectuaL  The  officers  at  Hydrabad,  in 
prosecution  of  the  determination  which 
thev  had  announced  of  throwing  off  the 
autnority  of  the  government,  refused,  in  a 
paper  addressed  to  the  officer  commanding 
the  subsidiary  forces,  to  permit  the  march 
of  a  battalion  ordered  from  that  station  to 
Goa,  declaring  that  they  might  shortly 
have  occasion  for  its  assisunce  to  support 
their  cause.  Those  officers,  at  the  same 
time,  published  to  the  army,  and  forwarded 
to  this  government,  a  most  seditious  paper, 
which  they  denominated  their  ultimatum; 
requiring,  among  other  demands,  a  public 
revocation  of  our  orders  of  the  1st  of 
Mays  the  restoration  of  all  officers  who 
have  been  removed  by  this  government: 
and  finally  an  amnesty  for  the  whole  army. 
The  garrison  of  Masulipatam  had  placed 
itself  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion;  th# 
troops  at  Hy^drabj^d  and  Seringapatam  had 
followed  their  example;  and  an  or^nized 
system  of  combination  for  the  purpose  of 
subverting  the  authority  of- the  government 
by  force  of  arms,  was  established  throughout 
the  greatest  part  of  the  company's  army  of 
this  establishment. 

7.  These  proceedings  evinced  that  the 
disajffected  officers  had  been  actuated  by  a 
determined  spirit  of  revolt,  and  which  it  oe^ 
came  indispensably  necessary  to  repress  by 
the  strongest  and  most  decided  measures,  in 
order  to  obviate  the  fatal  consequences  which 
must  have  resulted  from  it  to  the  constitution 
and  the  authority  of  this  government,  at 
well  as  the  other  governments  in  India.  To 
have  prostrated  the  public  authority  by 
yielding  to  tlie  menaces  of  a  body  of  men 
m  a  state  of  open  rebellion,  would  have 
been  a  most  criminal  desertion  of  our  duty* 
and  of  the  interests  of  our  country  com- 
mitted to  our  char|;e. 

We  considered  it,  therefore,  to  be  incum« 
bent  on  us  to  resist  every  appearance  of  con- 
cession to  the  threats  of  faction  and  sedition; 
and  we  determined  to  employ  the  power  and 
resources  at  our  disposal  for  the  restoration 
of  subordination,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  honour  ami  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

9. — With  this  view  It  became  necessary 
to  ascertain  the  sentiments  and  disposition 
of  ail  the  officers  of  the  company's  army« 
that  we  might  know  to  whom  we  could, 
with  safety,  intrust  the  arms  of  the  s.^te. 
A  letter  was  accordingly  addressed  on  the 
26th  July,  to  officers  commanding  the  several 
divisionsof  the  army,  directing  them  to  re* 
quire  from  the  company's  officers  a  declara- 
tion upon  honour,  ticy  would  obey  the 
orders  and  support  the  authority  of  the 
government  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  confor* 
mity  to  the  tenor  of  their  commissions. 
The  officers  commanding  the  divisions  were, 
at  the  same  time,  ordered  to  remove  for  a 
tiikiefrom  the  exercise  of  their  military  func- 
tions such  officers  as  should  refuse  to  sub- 
Kribe  to  the  decUratioi^  placing  other  offi* 
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cert  of  his  majeflty*s  or  the  hqnourable  com- 
pany*8  service  in  the  charge  of  their  corps. 
The  officers  so  removed  were  directed  to 

Sroceed  and  take  up  iheir  residence  at  the 
ifferent  places  on  the  sea  coast,  between 
Sad  r as  and  Negapatam.  Every  necessary- 
precaution  was  taken  to  ensure  the  success- 
ful ezecBtion  of  the  measure,  and  it  was 
carried  into  effect  at  most  of  the  principal 
stations  of  the  array  to  the  southward  of 
the  river  Kistnah. 

10— By  the  adoption  of  this  measure vre 
secured  the  services  of  a  large  proportion 
of  our  Native  army,  and  prevented  the  dis- 
affected  officers  from  involving,  hy  meant 
of  delusion  and  misrepresentation,  the  corps 
under  their  command  in  the  general  com- 
bination and  rebellion  against  the  authority 
of  the  government.  Trie  Native  troops, 
during  the  execution  of  these  arrangements 
manifested  the  greatest  steadiness  and  attach- 
ment to  the  state ;  and  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity wasx  offered  of  explaining  to  the 
Kative  officers  the  situation  of  aflmfys,  and 
the  nature  of  their  duty  to  the  government, 
they  uniformlv  expressed  their  firm  deter- 
mination to  aohere  to  their  allegiance  to  the 
company,  and  to  obey  such  officers  as  the 
government  might  think  proper  to  com- 
mand them.  In  some  few  instances  the 
Motive  troops  had  been  misled  by  the  mis- 
representations  of  their  guilty  omcers,  but 
they  generally  soon  discovered  the  decep- 
tion, and  manifested  an  anxious  desire  to 
adhere  to  their  duty  to  the  jrovcrnment. 

11. -.We  shall  here  only  add,  that  the 
plans  of  the  disaffected  have  been  entirely 
defeated;  that  all  the  officers  who  were  in 
open  rebellion  (cxceptine  the  officers  at 
Jaulnah,  whose  public  submission  we  are 
informed  by  the  resndent  at  Hydrabad  mav 
be  daily  expected)  have  submitted  uncondi. 
tionally  to  the  authority  of  the  government, 
have  signed  the  declaration  prescribed  by  its 
orders  oftbe  26th  of  July,  and  have  thrown 
themselves  on  its  mercy. 

19  ..We  ascribe  the  early  and  favourable 
termination  of  the  late  disorders  chiefly 
to  the  successful  result  of  the  measure  of 
the  26th  of  July,  to  the  loyaltr  and  disci- 
pline manifested  by  his  majesty  s  troops,  to 
the  exemplary  conduct  and  example  of 
a  considerable  body  of  the  most  respectable 
of  the  company's  officers,  to  the  fidelity 
generally  evinced  by  the  Native  officers  and 
men,  to  the  impression  made  b^  the  bodies 
of  troops  assembled  in  the  vianity  of  the 
presidency  for  the  protection  of  the  seat 
of  government,  and  at  other  command- 
ing situations,  and  to  the  declared  deter- 
mination of  the  government  to  employ 
all  its  power  and  resources  for  the  maintain- 
ance  of  its  authority. 

13  -  Ituow  only  remains  to  reward  those 
officers  who  have  faithfully  discharged 
their  duty  to  their  country,  to  punish  those 
who  have  violated  that  duty ;  and  to  make 


such  arrangements  as  shall  effectmlfy  puH 
the  public  interests  against  the  recontAce 
of  the  dangers  by  which  they  have  bcca 
assailed. 

14. — We  hare  judged  it  to  be  our  ditty  to 
reserve  the  consideration  of  these  imponast 
questions  until  the  arrival  of  the  right  honooN 
ablethegovernor-gen.whose  wisdom  wiU,«« 
are  persuaded,  adopt  such  decisions  regard- 
ine  them  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  etfa> 
blish  the  public  anthority  and  interests  ca 
the  most  secure  and  lasting  foundations. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  tk 
greatest  respect, 

Honourable  Sirs, 
Your  faithful,  humble  servants, 
(Signed)        G.  H.  Baslov, 
W.  ParaiE, 
J.  Oakes, 
Fort  St.  George,  J.  H.  CasamaU<». 

6tb  September,  1809. 


ENCLOSURES. 

(No.  2.)— In  Madras  secret  letter,  of  ^ 
September,  1809. 

General  Orders.     Head-quarters  of-Ae 
army.  Choultry  Plain,  3d  August,  1809. 
[InterUd  in  the  Madrmt  Qcturtemts  fir  Aip£[ 

(No.  d.)— Orders  br  the  Madras  got  era- 
ment,  4th  August,  and\6th  August,  1809: 
and  7th  August,  containing  further  detiilj 
of  appointments  to  supply  the  vacaocio 
occasioned  by  the  orders  of  the  1st  Maj, 
and  ihe  refusal  of  the  test. 

\IiU9rted  in  tht  Oeatmnccs  at  Madru.fiflii 
WMtth  o/Aigutt,'] 

No.  A.— -The  G.  O.  of  licui.  Minto,  of 
«oih  July. 

{^Inserted  in  the  occurrencesfor  Madras  fir 
the  month  of  Sept'] 

No.  5.— General  orders  by  Madras  go«ns 
mcni,  9ih  August,  proclaitning  pardon  to  die 
non-commissioned,  and  private  soldiers,  at 
Masulipatam. 

[Imerted  In  the  occurrences  at  Madras  fif 
she  month  of  August."] 

No.  6. — G.  O.  X2Jh  August  recapituhting 
the  proceedings  relative  tome  army,  from  tk 
departure  of  general  Macdo\v*all,  to  the  pre- 
sent time ;  justifying  all  the  acu  of  ibc  go- 
vernment. 

[Infcrtfdin  tbr  Madras  occurrences jw  w 
month  of  y/u^ust,] 

No.  7 — G.  O.  by  gov.  i8ih  Aogaa, 
1809. 

Announcing  the  victory,  obtaitied  otw  tvo 
battalions  of  stpoys,  who  wrrc  attKkcd.  «* 
the  march  to  Scringapatam,  bv  the  fbrceior 
dci  the  command  of  colonel  Gibbs. 

[Inserted  in  the  Madras  occumnces  fif 
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Fort  St.  George. — Secret  Dfoartmcnt. 
rENERAL   LETTER,   loth  September, 
809. — Received  per  Rattlesnake,  the    I2ih 
^^xch,  1810. 

To  I  he  honourable  the  secret  commitite  of 
i*-  honourable  court  of  director?.. 

Honourable  Siis, 

We  had  the  honour  of  iransroltting  to  your 
nnourablc  committee  00  the  28th  of  June 
j>t,  through  the  chnnncl  of  your  secretary,  a 
opy  of  the  letter  from  the  supreme  govcm- 
irnt,  under  date  the  27th  of  May  lasi,  on  the 
jhjcci  of  the  reprehensible  conduct  of  a  con- 
idcrabl.i  numbt-r  of  the  officers  of  the  compa- 
y's  army  of  this  cstablishmenr. 

2.  Since  the  date  of  those  dispatches,  the 
rditious  proceedmgsof  the  disaffected  officers 
ave  threatened  the  most  serious  danger  to  the 
ublic  interests ;  it  is  with  sentiments  of  the 
rcaicst  satisfaction  we  inform  you  that  me 
icasuw!Sof  the  government  have  entirely  suc- 
ccdcd  in  re-establishing  obedience  to  its 
uthority  throughout  the  army  of  this  presi- 
cncy. 

3. — Your  honourable  committee  have  been 
Ircady  apprized  t>f  the  events  which  rendered 
t  necessary  to  adopt  the  measures  communica- 
sd  to  the  aimy  in  our  general  order  of  the  1st 
.lay  last:  in  publishing  those  orders,  we 
nichained  a  confident  expectation  that 
le  examples  of  punishment  which 
hey  announced,  and  which  were  confined 
5  the  officers  who  were  generally  known 
nd  fully  proved  to  have  been  principally  in- 
irumcntal  in  promoting  disaffection,  would 
ave  effectually  checked  the  criminal  course 
f  proceedings  which  iheyhad  pursued,  and 
revenred  the  necessity  of  more  extensive  pu- 
ibhrnents  ;  the  immediate  result  of  iboss  or- 
crs  corresponded  with  our  exprctarions,  and 
onfirmcd  the  correctness  of  the  grounds  on 
?hich  they  were  issued,  the  justness  of  the 
.rinciples  which  ihey  were  Cnlculated  to  en- 
tree, and  the  necessity  of  the  examples  of 
luniihment  which  they  announced  were  ge- 
icrally  acktjowledged  ;  they  produced  an  ipi- 
ression  entirely  favourable  10  the  public  in- 
jrcstt  throughout  the  gftaiesi  part  of  the  ar- 
ly,  and  would  have  suppressed  for  a  time  the 
pirii  of  iniubordination  which  pievailed,  if 
tiac  spirit  had  not  been  again  excited  by  the 
roceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  subsidiary 
^rcc  at  Hydrabad. 

4. — It  wa>  judged  expedient,  on  grounds  of 
olicy  and  justice,  to  distinguish  by  the  appro- 
ation  of  the  government,  in  the  orders  of 
St  of  May^  those  branches  of  the  army 
hich  bad  manifested  a  zealous  sense  of  pub- 
c  duty,  by  refusing  their  concurrence  co  the 
riminal  proceedings  of  the  disaffected  ofli- 
:rs ;  the  thanks  otthc  governinerit  were  ac- 
Drdingly  conveyed  to  his  My)>;s;y^»  11  oops, 
id  to  tne  company's  officers  attached  to  the 
l>V,abad  subsidiary  force ;  but  this  expression 
f  public  approbation,  so  creditable  to  the 
erM^ns  ^o  whom  it  was  applied,  and  so  grati- 
nug  to  the  feelings  of  soidiersy  was  received 
y  the  oflicers  of  the  subsidiary  force  in  a  man- 


imtfaer  dcienringof  that  honourable  testimony 
nor  free  from  the  seditious  spirit  with  which  a 
large  proportion*  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
were  so  deeply  affected. 

5,— Dissatisfied  with  expressions  of  appro- 
bation which  they  conceived  were  calculated 
to  separate  them  from  the  rest  of  the  army^ 
and  to  ascribe  to  them  a  disapproval  of  the 
proceedings  of  their  brother  officers,  and  an 
acquiescence  in  the  propriety  of*  the  measures 
of  ihc  government,  they  circulated  on  the  l8tb 
of  May,  an  address  to  the  army,  intimating 
their  entire  approbation  of  the. seditious  pro-' 
cccdings  which  had  been  adopted  by  thrc  disJ- 
affected  officers,  their  unquaiificd  condemna- 
tion  of  the  acts  of  the  government,  their  re- 
sol  utiou  to  contribute  towards  the  support  of 
the  officers  who  had  fallen  under  its  displea- 
sure, and  their  readiness  to  join  in  any  legal 
measures  lor  the  restoration  of  those 
officers  to  their  situations  in  the  service. 

6.— Lieutenant-colonel  Momicsor,  the  of- 
ficer commanding  the  subsidiary  force,  having 
obtained  private  information  of  the  intention 
to  prepare  this  address,  reported  the  circum- 
staticc  to  the  officer  commanding  the  army, 
and  urged  the  most  forcible  argumenu  to  dis- 
suade the  officers  from  adopting  a  step  so  rc- 
f>ugnant  to  every  obligation  of  their  duty; 
icutenant-colonel  Monire&or,  however,  (uii- 
fonunately  io  our  jvidgment)  did  not  on  thii 
occasion  deem  it  advisable  to  adopt  those  time- 
ly measures  of  decision  which  could  alone  have 
been  expected  tt^  check  the  progress  of  sedi- 
tion. 

7. — ^The  example  of  thejsubsidiary  force  at 
Hydrabad,  which  derived  importance  from 
its  strength  in  company's  troops,  iu  position, 
and  complete  state  of  its  .equipment  for  field 
service,  had  powerful  effeciion  the  rest  of  the 
army,  and  was  generally  followed. 

8. — A  spirit  of  sedition  again  broke  out,  and 
the  measures  of  the  government  were  discus* 
&cd  and  conucmncd  in  the  most  public  and  in- 
decent manner,  and  committees  of  officers 
were  established  at  all  the  military  stations. 
These  committees  assumed  the  exercise  of 
the  highest  powers,  and  commenced  an  active 
correspondence  wiih  each  otheri  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  forming  and  combining  their  plans  eC 
revolt. 

o.— The  ostensible  objects  of  the  disaffected 
officers  were,  a  redress  of  alleged  grievances, 
the  obtaining  of  Bengal  allowances,  the  dis- 
missal of  unpopular  officers  from  thcif  offi- 
cial situations,  and  the  restoration  of  the  offi- 
cers who  had  been  removed  from  office,  of 
•uspcndcd  from  the  $cr\  ice  by  the  governmcnr. 
There  is  every  reason,  however,  to  believe 
that  those  objects  were  considered  as  prelimi- 
nary only  to  the  accomplishment  of  more  ex- 
tensivs-  and  dangerous  views,  and  parti- 
cularly the  subversion  of  ih^  presci  t  govern- 
ment. 

10. — ^The  correspondence  of  the  committees 
were  conducted  wiih  the  greatest  secregr,  and 
we  were  induced,  for  a  short  period  of  time, 

hv  an  anivnrar»re  of  Older.   tO  CriCOUrafiC  a  bC" 
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Iief  that  the  officers  had  begun  to  abandon 
their  improper  proceeding. 

11. — ^This  belief  was,  however,  toon 
proved  to  be  without  foundation,  by  the 
conduct  of  the  Hydrabad  force,  who  after 
the  circulation  of  their  address  to  the  army, 
which  we  have  already  mentioned,  commu- 
nicated to  their  commanding  officer  a  draft 
of  an  address  which  they  proposed  to  trans- 
mit to  the  g9^rnment.'  They  threatened  in 
that  pa|)er  to  ^eparare  themselves  from  the 
authority  of  the  government,  unless  their 
demanda  should  be  granted,  and  intimated 
that,  in  case  of  a  refusal,  the  scenes  acted  at 
Tellore  might  be  repeated  with  increased 
effect.  ^  The  officers  were  induced,  by  lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Montre8or*s  remonstrances,  to 
delay  for  a  few  days  the  transmission  of  this 
•editiout^dress;  they,  however,  employed 
the  interval  in  obtttnine  the  signatures  of 
that  part  of  the  fone  which  is  sutioned  at 
Jalnah,  in  the  province  of  Berar,  and  on 
the  23d  of  Jime  they  forwarded  the  paper 
directly  to  the  Government,  with  the  si^na- 
tures  of  one  hundred  and  eigh:  j-siz  officers 
affixed  to  it,  and  with  nomatenal  alteration' 
from  the  draft  submitted  to  colonel  Montre- 
lor,  excepting  the  omission  of  the  observa- 
tion relative  to  the  mutiny  at  Vellore. 

IS — During  the  occurrence  of  these  trans- 
actions at  Hydrabad,  the  officers  at  Masuli- 
patam  formed  ai'd  executed  a  plan  of  open 
mutiny.  This  event  originated,  in  reality, 
in  the  prevailing  spirit  of  disaffection  and 
revolt.  But  it  will  be  necessary  to  review, 
in  a  nummary  manner,  the  circnnutances  by 
which  that  mutiny  was  ostensibly  produced. 

13 — ^The  Madras  European  regiment  sta-  ' 
tjoned  at  Masuiipatam,  had  been  for  some 
time  temarkable  for  a  relaxation  of  disci- 
pline.  The  intabordinution  of  that  corps 
(which  had  been  consid^  r^blv  increased  by 
the  very  exceptionable  speech  addressed  to 
it  by  the  late  commander-in  chief)  induced 
major-general  Gowdie  to  select  Iieu:enant- 
colonel  Innes,  an  officer  of  approved  zeal 
and  pubhc  spirit,  for  the  charge  of  it,  and 
we  at  the  same  time  appointed  that  officer  to 
the  command  of  the  garrison  of  Masuli- 
paum. 

14 -—Lieutenant-colonel  Innes  found  it 
necessary,  immevlijteiy  on  as^^ing  the 
command  of  Masuiiparam,  to  exert  his  autho- 
rity in  checking  the  intemperate  proceedings 
of  his  officers.  The  violent  and  disrespect- 
ful conduct  of  lieutenant  Forbes  and  Mait- 
land  at  the  mess  of  the  regiment,  on  the 
evening  of  lieutenant-colonel  Innes's arrival, 
obliged  him  to  recommend  to  the  officer 
commanding  the  army  in  chief,  the  measure 
of  marking  their  misconduct  by  detaching  the 
former  to  a  remote  station,  and  su jesting 
the  removal  of  the  latter  from  the  iituation 
of  quarter-master.  The  officers  affected  to 
Consider  this  measure  as  an  act  of  unmerited 
rigour,  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the 
regiment,  and  of  the  strvice^ 

li.— About  this  time  an  argent  applies** 


tion  was  received  by  us  from  the  navdcoB. 
mander^n.chief,  for  the  services  of  100 
Europeans  to  act  for  a  time  as  marines  da 
board  of  his  majesty's  ships.  It  had  for  tooie 
years  been  customary  to  detach  parciei  of 
troops  to  serve  as  marines  on  board  bis  mi. 
jesty's  ships,  when  required  by  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  public  i^rvice.  Orders  bad, 
however,  been  recently  received  from  hii 
royal  highness  the  Duke  oi  York,  forbid- 
ing  the  employment  of  his  majesty's  troops 
on  that  duiy,  excepting  in  case>  of  tbe 
greatest  rmergency.  His  majesty's  rtp* 
ment  had  for  some  years  furnished  the  par. 
ties  required  .for  this  duty,  and  several  of 
those  parties  had  been  nearly  two  vears  de. 
tached  from  their  corps. .  Tbe  Madras  £aro- 
pcan  regiment  had  been  long  unemployed, 
and  the  services  of  the  whole  corps  were  aot 
required  at  Masulipaum  ;  we  determined, 
therefore,  to  comply  at  once  with  iheurgeot 
application  of  the  naval  coirmander-in-die^ 
and  the  orders  of  bis  royal  highness  theDnke 
of  York,  by  directing  a  detachment  from  the 
Madras  European  regiment  of  three  offioen 
and  100  men  to  embark  on  his  majesty's  ships. 
The  ships  of  war  intended  to  receive  thoM 
men  airived  at  Masulipatam  on  the  24th of 
June.  I 

16. — The  officeis  of  the  European  regi- 
ment being  prepared  for  mutiny  by  the  coo> 
curring  causes  already  described,  resolved te 
avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  ez^ 
cute  their  purpose;  and  to  obtain  tbe  c»- 
operation  of  their  men,  they  persuaded  the 
men  that  the  embarkation  of  the  detachnteot 
was  only  a  preliminary  step  to  brealdo; 
the  regiment,  and  transferring  the  men  ts 
the  navy.  They  assured  the  men  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  resist  this  unjust  and  op- 
pressive act  of  the  government,  and  called 
upon  them  in  return  to  support  their  officers. 
A  deputation  from  tbe  ofHcers  of  tbe  gar* 
rison  waited  upon  coioael  Innes,  informed 
him  of  their  determination  to  resist  tbe  orden 
for  the  embarkation  of  the  detacbmeot, 
recommended  tu  him  to  wait  the  result  of 
a  reference  to  Madras  on  the  subject,  aad 
proceeded,  on  being  a^.prized  of  bis  deter- 
mination to  execute  the  orders  of  the 
government,  to  place  him  in  close  arrest. 
Major  Storey,  of  the  19th  regiment  of  Ni- 
live  infantry,  the  officer  next  in  seniority  at 
Masulipatam,  assumed  the  command  of  the 
garrison,  to  obviate,  as  he  pieteoded,  tbe 
dangerous  consequences  which  would  hate 
resulted  from  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  cn»« 
barkation  of  the  detachment.  It  h» 
been  asceitained,  that  the  whole  ci 
this  proce  ding  had  been  concerted 
and  communicated  to  the  rest  of  the  armf 
some  time  previous  to  the  period  of  its  ae- 
cution. 

17.— On  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
mutiny,  we  appointed  lieutenant-coKmd 
Malcolm,  in  whose  zeal  and  talents  «e 
entertained  the  fullest  confidence,  to  the 
conunand  of  the^Madrat  European'  regimett, 
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and  the  garrison  of  Masulipatam,  for  the 
purposes  of  re-establishiog  the  authority  oF 
the  government  over  the  troops,  inquiring 
into  the  causes  of  the  mutiny,  and  placing 
the  most  guilty  of  the  offenders  under  ar- 
rest. Lieutenant-colonel  Malcolm  was  not 
famished  with  any  written  instructions  :  it 
was  left  to  his  discretion  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  circumstances  might  render  advi- 
sable,  with  the  view  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  objects  of  his  deputation. 

18. — Lieutenant  colonel  Malcolm  imme- 
diately proceeded  by  sea  to  Masulipatam : 
on  his  arrival  i^e  found  that  the  officers  of 
the  garrison  had  formed  themselves  into  a 
committee,  in  which  every  officer  had  a 
voice.  The  greatest  anarchy  and  confusion 
prevailed,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he 
prevailed  on  the  officers  to  acknowledge  his 
authority. 

19.-* As  it  was  never  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  government  to  disband  the  Euro- 
pean regiment,  it  was  expected  that  I  jeute- 
nant-colonel  Malcolm  would  have  taken 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  communicate  to 
the  men  a  distinct  and  public  disavowal  of 
that  intention  on  the  part  of  the  goveni- 
meat,  and  have  employed  the  most  strenuous 
exertions  to  recal  the  men  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty,  by  impressing  upon  their  minds 
the  degree  of  guilt  and  danger  in  which 
their  officers,  for  purposes  entirely  personal 
to  themselves,  had  endeavoured  to  involve 
them.  It  was  also  expected  that  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Malcolm,  by  establishing  his 
influence  and  authority  over  the  troops 
composing  the  garrison,  would  have  secured 
their  obedience,  and  by  that  means  have 
deprived  the  officers  of  the  power  of  pro- 
secuting their  designs,  and  brought  the  lead- 
ers to  trial  for  their  mutinous  conduct. 

20. — Lieutenant -colonel  Malcolm  ap- 
pears, however,  to  have  adopted  a  course 
of  proceeding  entirely  dilFerent  from  that 
'which  we  had  in  view  in  deputing  him  to 
Masulipatam.  He  abstained  from  making 
any  direa  communication  to  the  men ;  and 
when  we  authorized  him,  with  a  view  of 
detaching  the  troops  from  the  cause  of  their 
officers,  to  proclaim  a  pardon  to  the  Euro- 
pean and  Native  soldiers  for  the  part  which 
they  might  have  taken  in  the  mutiny,  he 
judged  it  to  be  proper  to  withhold  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  pardon  from  an  apprehen- 
sion (as  suted  in  his  letter  to  our  president, 
dated  the  IHth  of  July,)  of  irritating  the 
minds  of  the  European  officers,  and  driving 
them  to  despair. 

21. — ^To  this  apparently  unreasonable 
Iprbearance  and  attention  to  the  feelings  of 
^cers,  who  had  by  their  acts  of  violence 
aad  aggression  forfeited  all  claims  to  such 
consideration,  may,  we  conceive, be  ascribed 
Lieuteoant-colonel  Malcolm's  failure  in  the 
establishment  of  anr  efficient  controul  over 
thfi  garrison;  and  ne  appears  to  have  been 

Erincipallyoccapied,  during  the  period  of 
is  residence  at  >  Masulipatam*  ia  negotia- 
V0J..ti.  U 


tions  with  the  disorderly  committees,  calcu- 
lated in  our  opinion  to  compromise  rather 
than  establish  his  authority,  and  in  fruitless 
attempts  to  induce  them  by  argument  to  re- 
turn to  their  duty,  and  abandon  the.  criminal 
combination  in  which  ihcy  had  engaged. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Malcolm's  reasons  for  pur- 
suing this  line  of  conduct,  and  for  recom- 
mending to  us  the  adaption  of  conciliatoiy 
and  temporizing  measures,  are  deiaiUd  in  his 
letters  to  our  president  dated  the  4th,  5th,  and 
6th  of  July.  In  those  Icucrs,  he  siaies,  that 
the  officers  at  Masufpatam  bad  received  as- 
surances from  mostof^thc  military  stationsof 
the  army,  applauding  ibeir  conduct,  and  pro- 
mising them  effectual  support ;  that  the  whole 
army  were  united  in  a  resolution  to  oppt)se 
the  authority  of  government ;  that  the  com- 
bination was  general ;  ihat  there  was  not  a 
single  corps  from  Qangam  to  Cape  Comoriii 
which  was  not  prepared  to  break  out  into 
open  rebellion.  The  measures  iccommcnded 
by  licuteriani-c«)lonel  Malcolm,  as  constituting 
in  his  opinion  the  only  means  of  averting  the 
most  dreadful  calamities,  consisted  of  a  mo- 
dified repeal  of  the  orders  of  the  first  of 
May,  the  restoration  to  the  service,  and  to 
their  appointments,  of  all  the  officers  whom 
we  had  found  it  necessary  to  suspend  or  re- 
move, with  an  intimation  to  the  arniy,  that 
their  claims  to  Bengal  allowances  would  be 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  honounible  court 
of  directors.  Lieutenant-colonel  Malcolm 
returned  to  Mad ns  on  the  ariival  of  m^ijor- 
gcneral  Pater  at  Masulipatam  to  assume  the 
command  of  the  northern  division  of  the 
army,  haviug  succeeded  no  further  in  accom- 
plishing the  object  of  his  mission,  than  in  pre- 
venting iheomcers  from  adopting  any  flagrant 
acts  ol  outrage  to  authority  dunng  hi^  lew- 
dence  at  Masulipatam. 

22. — Previously  to  lieuicnant-colcncl  Mal- 
colm's return  to  the  presidency,  we  received 
advices  from  lieutenant-colonel  Montrcsor, 
stating  that  the  officers  at  Hydrabad  had  in  a 
body  refused  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  go- 
vernment, for  the  march  of  a  battalion  from 
that  station  to  Goa.  Those  officers  addressed  a 
letter  to  colonel  Montresor  on  this  occasion,  in 
which  they  stated,  that  having  united  amongst 
themselves,  and  with  the  whole  army,  in  a 
resolution  to  obtain  a  redress  bf  grievances, 
they  consider  any  attempt  to  divide  tncm  as  in- 
compatible with  that  resolution ;  that  they 
would  not  therefore  consent  to  the  march  of 
the  2d  battalion,  loth  regiment  of  Native 
infantry,  whose  assistance  might  soon  be  ne- 
cessary to  them,  and  of  whose  attachment  to 
their  cause  they  were  assured,  but  that  they 
were  ready  to  obey  all  colonel  Montresor's 
orders  for  the  internal  regulation  of  the  force. 
Every  argument  was  used  by  colonel  Mon- 
tresor to  induce  the  officers  to  abandon  the 
datigerous  and  criminal  intention  which  they 
had  amiounccd,  but  his  remonstrances  were 
ineffectual. 

&3*— The  officers  at  Hydrabad  followed  up 
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this  act  by  presenting  to  colonel  Mont resor, 
on  the  21st  of  July,  a  paper  containing  cer- 
tain demands  vhich  they  styled  their  ultima- 
tum, but  at  the  same  time  pledged  themselves 
to  remain  qulci  uniil  ah  answer  could  arrive 
from  the  government.  This  pdpcr  demanded, 
fir*t  the  repeal  of  ihc  general  order  of  the  ist 
M-»v,in  the  same  public  manner  in  which  that 
order  was  promulgated.  Secondly,  the  res- 
toration of  every  officer  who  had  been  remo- 
ved or  suspended  by  the  government.  Third- 
ly, the  trial  of  lieutenant-colonel  Innes,  for 
his  general  conduct  at  Masulipatam.  Fourth- 
ly, I  he  removal  from  office  of  the  officers  of 
the  general  staff,  whom  they  supposi^d  had 
advised  the  government.     And  lastly,  age- 


to  the  efficiency  of  their  own  bcdy,  yAa.i 
must  always  depend  00  its  disci plioe,  to  tk 
authority  of  the  ^overnipent,  and  ioikea> 
terests  of  the  nation.  We  have,  thcirfw, 
during  the  whole  progress  of  the^distoiirj. 
ces,  been  influenced  by  an  earnest  solicita:^ 
to  suppress  a  course  of  procecuiogs  so  prcf* 
nant  with  disastrous  consequences  ;  aod  ve 
conceived  that  this  important  object  would  ^ 
accomplished  by  a  firm,  but  temperate  avuc 
tenance  of  our  authority,  by  pursutDg  eio- 
sures  equally  remote  on  the  one  har^  ka 
increasii^g  the  spirit  of  insubordination  m  i^ 
army  by  an  appearance  of  weakness  oo  \k 
part  of  the  governmenr,  and,  00  ibc  otSc 
from  exciting  discontent  by  undur  sewi.7, 


neral  amnesty   for  the   measures  which   the     by  making  seasonable  af>peals  to  (be paoic:- 


officers  of  the  coast  army  had  adopted.  The 
signatures  of  all  the  officers  of  the  subsidiary 
force,  excepting  the  staff,  were  affixed  lo  this 
address- 

24. — The  nature  of  the  conditions  con- 
tained in  that  paper,  so  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour and  authority  of  thr  government,  and  so 
rcpUf^nani  to  r very  principle  of  military  dis- 
ci plii.r,  .ifTordcd  a'cortvincifigproof  of  the  de- 
termined spirit  of  sedition  which  prevailed  in 
the  army  at  that  period  of  time.  The  resi- 
dent at  Hydrabad,  in  a  letter  pdc'rcsscd  to  our 
president,  described  the  extreme  agitation 
which  prevailed  in  tht*  aimy  ;  dwelt  on  the 
calamitous  conscqi.rnces  winch  must  result 
from  the  threatened  !>vpTr,'.rion  of  the  civil 
and  military  auihoriiits,  and  a^^pcarcd  to  an- 
ticipate the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  unless 
means  could  be  devised  to  appease  the  irrita- 
tion in  the  minds  of  the  officers,  whose  men 


ism,  the  reason,  and  the  zeal,  of  tbeo&tn. 
and  finally,  by  exbil^iting  salutary,  but  moc- 
rate  examples  of  puni&hmcnt,  when  oe 
measures  became  necessary  to  rep(etfta&> 
ordination,  and  to  enforce  discipline.  It  ^. 
a  leading  priQciple^;n  our  proceedinisitom^ 
per  punishment  with  clemency,  toavoicl  wn- 
sures  of  Unnecessary  rigour  or  improper  ci3c- 
cession,  and  to  maintain  the  auihoiiiy  of  cbe 
government  by  a  just,  dignified,  and  d(M 
exercise  of  its  powers.  We  coDcludcd  ila 
there  were  a  number  of  loyal  and  ihickr; 
men  in  the  army,  who,  although  misled  f^ 
a  moment  by  the  influence  of  drcurottaen 
would  abandon  their  designs  wbentlif)t6 
came  likely  to  produce  serious  co^sequcK^; 
and  we  supposed  that  the  army  in  gem. 
when  they  found  that  ibe  govemmcaiwa 
not  to  be  intimidated  into  a  compliance  r^ 
their  demands,  would  return  to  their  ordzcr 


he  stated  were  prepared,  he  believed,  to  sup-     habits  of  obedience  and  discipline.    Oarc®- 


port  their  officers  m  their. opposition  to  the 
authority  of  the  government.  In  a  subse- 
quent letter  of  the  23d  July,  the  resident, 
however,  nicntioi.eil,  thit  upon  full  enquiry 
he  did  not  find  ihnt  tlic  European  officers  had 
taken  any  steps  to  gnin^the  Native  troops  to 
their  cause. 

25.-^  On  the  cSfh  of  July  our  president 
acquaiiitrd  the  rendcat,  through  the  channel 
of  his  niilji  TV  secrecjry,  that  it  was  the  firm 
and  unalterable  d'icrmlr.ation  of  the  govern- 
m^^nt  130'l  to  coTi^  jomisc  the  public  autho- 
rity in  the  sllgbt(5i  degree,  as  -.wy  such  com- 
promise would  lead  to  evils  o{  thr  {.rcaiest 
magnitirl^',  wh"ch  would  b-  irrc'mediahle. 

26 — 1  he  force  at  Jaitlr.ah  prepared,  on 
the  5th  July,  an  iDtt-mperdte  addr'ss  to  the 
govcrnor-gen  Tjl,  reciOv'stiiig  that  he  would 
proceed  to  Fori  St.  Gv*orge,  and  assume  the 
government  of  jhis  presidency,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  army  from  the  intolerable  oppres- 
sion under  which  they  stated  it  to  oe  la- 
bouring The  aldrcs  was,  however,  rc- 
tprned  to  its  authors  by  lieutrnanf-coloncl 
>!ontresor,  and  was  not  forwarded  tc  the 
governor-general. 

S7. — It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  thar  the 
army  had  no  grievances,  and  no  caus>ej»  of 
complaint:  the  licentious  and   iurbult;iit  spi- 


duct  was  .regulated  by  these  coQ&tderAtcB<s 
until  tbe  proceedings  of  the  amy,  in  opa> 
sition  to  all  our  endeavours,  anivedatk^^ 
which  imperiously  deinande<i  the  mos* figs- 
ous  measures  for  the  preservation  of  liicias 
from  ibe  evils  attendant  on  military  ararcb 
arid  a  complete  dissolution  of  all  legal  lutbc 
riiy.  The  memorial  of  the  array,  on  ik  si- 
ject  of  the  Bengal  allowances,  altboagl:  it 
iixiicated  a  considerable  relaxation  of  dio* 

f)liDc  in  that  body  did  not  demand  a  wrrcu- 
ar  exertion  of  our  authority  ;  and  toe  icr* 
mal  manner  in  which  that  highly  imprc^ 
paper  was  recommended  lu  our  favoji^ 
nonce  by  the  late  commaudci -in  chief,  to- 
dercd  it  difficult  10  mark  our  di^plc-i^ci 
its  contents  without  adopting  cjtrrrm' o 
surcs  towards  that  officer.  The  $ub>t,jac£: 
conduct  of  the  commatjcicr-in-chlef,  i  c^ 
nectioo  With  his  former  procccdiiigii  *** 
too  dangrioas  to  the  public  authui  y  to  be 
permuted  to  pass  unnoticed,  consisicnily  ^'th 
the  mdinienaiKic  ot  the  fiiM  prir.cipcsoi  go- 
vernment, and  wtih  ihr  6tate  of  jfTii'^*  '^ 
time  under  th!>  prtsjdcncv.  Wc  vrcic  ot 
opinion,  that  the  example  of  necessav  pi-.  >D' 
mem,  adopted  o«i  ihi>  occaMon,  wou'd  N^ 
effectually  checkccl  'he  spur  .»t  i.iiub']r'r> 
pi-     tion  which  appeared  II)   the  anuy;  *'.t^'*"'^- 
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•ersons  Were  again  employing  endeavours  to 
foment  that  spirit,  ^c  judged  it  to  kc  suffici- 
ent to  order  the  conimandcr-in-chirf  10  ap- 
prize the  urmy,  in  a  circular  letter,  dated  Ac 
5ih  of  Marchjof  the  improper  and  criminal 
natuic  of  their  proceedings  and  to  call  upon 
them,  by  the  most  powerful  motives  of  no- 
DOur«  loyalty,  and  duty,  to  relinquish  those 
proceedings.  In  the  same  tempter  we  pub- 
fished  to  the  army  the  letter  from  the  supreme 
government,  dated  the  20th  of  February  last, 
which  gave  the  sanction  of  the  hii^hcsi  autho- 
rity m  India  to  thd  measures  which  we  had 
adopted.  These  communications  having 
been  found  insufficient  to  check  the  activity 
of  the  faction  formed  in  the  army,  we  judged 
it  proper  to  direct  the  coniimmder-in  thief  to 
issue  another  circular  letter,  dated  the  loth 
of  April,  explaining  the  power*  and  autho- 
rity of  the  government,  describing  the  pe- 
nalties which  would  attend  a  violaion  of  that 
authority,  and  again  exhorriog  the  officers, 
by  an  appeal  to  their  reason,  their  discipline; 
and  their  patriotism,  to  adhere  to  their  duty. 
The  improper  proceedings  of  the  army  had 
hitherto  been  carefully  concealed,  and  these 
appeals  to  their  honour  and  virtue  had,  there- 
fore, no  appearance  6f  concession  or  of  weak- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  government.  The 
minds  of  the  officers  had  however  received 
ac  this  time  too  strong  a  bias  towards  dis- 
order and  turbulence  to  be, reclaimed  by  the 
voice  of  reason,  and  their  proceedings  as- 
sumed a  character  of  unqualified  insubordi- 
nation and  sedition,  which  again  demanded 
an  example  of  punishment.  The  gcnerjl 
orders  oi  the  1st  of  May  could  not  indeed  h  ac 
been  dcijycd  without  producing  the  deeix'st 
injury  to  the  authority  of  the  i/)vernment, 
and  hastening  the  arrival  of  anexirrnie  crisis, 
which  they  had  the  effect  of  reioiding.  The 
state  of  lubmisiion  and  obedu  nre  produced 
by  these  orders,  would,  no  d'^ub^,  hiVe  con- 
tinued for  a  considerable  periofl  of  ciaic,  if 
it  bad  not,  as  already  stated,  boen  ir.tcrrupicd 
by  the  procecdm;;s  of  a  f'-w  facti'.us  i  Ihoers 
at  Hydrdbdd.  Encouragefl  to  pur>ue  th.  ir 
designs  by  »hc  impunity  which  attended  their 
first  acts  of  insubordination  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  orders  of  the  i>t  of  May, 
those  officers  took  the  lead  in  exciting;  n  hel- 
lion, and  their  example  was  soon  followed 
by  a  large  proporiion  of  the  officers  of  the 
army.  The  first  menioiial  to  the  govern- 
ment for  the  repeal  oJ  th  orders  of  the 
1st  of  May,  and  the  intelligence  of  the 
mutiny  at  Ma^^ubpa-am,  re^fhtd  the  pre- 
sidency about  the  same  period  of  time. 
On  a  cardul  tuMsidcMiion  of  the  measures 
proper  to  he  adopt-. d  in  thi*  conjcttuie,  it 
appeared  to  be  advisable  to  adheie  to  the 
principle  which  we  h»d  hnherto  observtd 
of  nuiiutamuig  ducipline  by  a  firm,  deur- 
tnined,  dtid  dignified  exercise  of  the  public 
aulbuiiy.  The  events  which  had  occurred 
at  Hvarabad  and  Ma^ulipatain  could  not 
be  viewed  with  m  m  losulatcd  li^ht.    It  was 


necessary  to  act  regarding  them  with  reference 
to  their  connection  with  the  feelfngs  of  a 
large  proportion  of  the  army,  and  to  the 
general  maintenance  of  the  public  autho- 
rity. The,  memorial  from  the  officers  at 
Hydralud  was  of  a  roost  criminal  nature,  and 
demanded  our  serious  notice;  but  as  the 
officers  professed  their  willingness  to  exe- 
cute their  duty  until  they  should  receive 
an  answer  to  that  paper,  it  was  expedient 
to  postpone  a  consideration  of  it  untU  the 
more  dangerous  occurrences  at  Masulipatam 
should  be  brought  to  a  satis^ctory  termi- 
nation. The  officers  of  this  garrison  were 
in  open  rebellion;  it  was. indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  reduce  them  to  order;  and  the 
means  of  accomplishing  that  object,  was 
a  question,  the  determination  of  which  was 
attended  with  thr' greatest  difficulty:  it  was 
to  be  effected  either  by  concession,  by  force, 
or  by  putsumg  fuch  a  line  of  conduct  as 
would  avoid  the  danger  of  these  two  methods, 
and  re-establish  order  by  the  ordinary  exercise 
of  authority.  Concession^  in  the  face  of  open 
mutiny,  was  inconsistent  With  every  principle 
of  government,  and  entirely  inexpedient,  while 
any  other  means  remained  of  removing  the 
evil.  To  subdue  the  mutiny  by  force  could 
be  effected  only  by  sending  a  body  of  troops 
to  Mdbuhp^tam  ;  but  it  was  believed  that 
this  measure  would  precipitate  the  officers 
there,  and  at  Hydrabad,  and  even  in  other, 
pans  of  I  he  army,  into  o}>en  rebellion,  * 
state  of  ihings  to  be  avoided  until  the  last 
extremity.  It  was  therefore  judged  advisable 
to  send  to  Masulipatam  an  officer  of  rank, 
talents,  and  exixrrience,  vested  with  full 
powers  to  ad^'^pt  the  most  cfiectual  measures 
for  the  restoration  «>f  order,  an  arrangement 
which  appeared  to  promise  success,  when 
it  wa:»  considered  that  the  soldiers  had  no  in- 
terest in  snp^Kjrting  the  cause  of  their  oficers. 
We  had  hitherio  continued  to  expect  that 
the  firmness  of  our  measures,  and  the  good 
sense  of  the  ofHcers  of  the  army,  would 
have  find'ly  succeeded  in  restorini;  oixier; 
hut  we  were  cotwinced  by  the  failure  of 
lieutesiant-coloncl  Malcolm's  mission,  ty 
the  adJrcssri  leceived  fion\  Hydrabad,  and 
by  the  intci-!|;cnce  obtained  from  other  quar- 
ters, that  it  was  neees  ary  to  calculate  on  the 
possibility  of  the  ollicers  piocecding  to  the 
Itist  extremities  of  rebellion,  and  to  consider 
the  means  of  prevcniuig,  or  finally  of  meet- 
ing, that  ardu'  us  state  oi  things.  The  mg- 
derjie  couisc  of  coiuiuct  pursu''d  by  ihe  go«* 
ven Mut  nt,  .md  which  wa^  founded  o»i  a  fa- 
vour-iMe  opinion  of  ih^:  lovaUy  of  the  army, 
had  tailed,  a:  d  we  were  rtduced  to  the  al- 
fcrntivi  .)f  making  the  concession  demanded 
by  the    Ihcers,  or  subduing  ihcm  by  foice. 

".8. — We  considered  concession  ro  the 
demaiids  of  the  dis.  ffectcd  officers  to  be 
p'-cgnant  with  consequences  more  danKcrous 
10  Th(  public  interests  :han  any  which  could 
rcsun  trom  the  roost  strenuous  efforts  tortbe 
mainicnaucc  ot    our  authority)    coDce^sioo 
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vr  juld  liave  effectually  confirmed  the  spirk  of 
fcdiiion  and  insubordination  which  pervaded 
the  army;  it  would  have  esublished  an  as- 
cendant power  in  the  army  uncontrollable 
by  the  government,  it  would  have  sircngih- 
ened  the  presumption,  contempt  for  autho- 
rity* and  confidence  in  their  power,  which 
were  but  two  prevalent  in  the  army,  and, 
if  it  had  not  actually  caused  (he  subversion 
of  the  government,  would  have  reduced  it 
to  a  degree  of  weakness  which  would  have 
led  to  the  most  fatal  disorders.  Any  attempr, 
even  for  the  purooses  of  conciliation,  in  the 
existing  state  of  things,  would  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  equally  pernicious  effects.  To 
bave  endeavoured  to  conciliate  at  a  time 
when  the  conduci  of  the  army  demanded 
signal  punishment,  would  naturally  have  pro* 
duced  the  conclusion,  that  our  measures  were 
dictated  by  a  consciousness  of  our  weakness* 
and  would  in  fact  have  borne  the  appearance 
of  submission  to  the  outrageous  conduct  and 
inenacing  language  of  the  army.  These  con- 
siderations derived  force  from  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  demands  of  the  army.  They 
required  the  repeal  of  orders  issued  bv  the 
govemmciit  for  the  punishment  of  otiiccrs 
who  had  committed  great  offences.  The  re- 
peal of  those  orders  would  in  fact  have  becrr 
an  acknowledgment  of  their  being  either 
unjust,  or  ot  the  arhiy  having  a  right  to 
skrecn  persons  from  the  punishment  due  to 
their  offences.  In  either  case,  that  measure 
ivould  have  transferred  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant rights  of  government  to  the  army, 
and  Irave  made  thai  body  entirely  independent 
of  the  law.  We  therefore  resolved,  afier 
mature  reflection  on. all  the  considerations 
which  entered  into  this  most  important  ques- 
tion* to  avoid  concession,  and  to  maintain 
the  just  right  and  powers  of  the  government 
f>y  a  firm  exertion  of  its  authority,  and  by 
a  prompt  employment  for  that  purpose,  of 
all  the  means  at  our  command.  This  resolu- 
tion was  also  founded  on  a  consideration  of 
,  the  resources  at  our  disposal  for  defeating 
the  designs  of  the  disaffected  officers,  if  ihcy 
sl^ould  proceed  to  exiremiiitrs.  Wc  knew 
that  his  majesty's  troops  were  entirely  loyal, 
and  we  calculated  on  having  at  our  command 
a  force  sufficient  to  overawe  the  disaffected' 
officers,  or,  if  necessary,  to  reduce  thctn  by 
force. 

29.— 'We  were  not  insensible  to  the  great 
responsibility  which  wc  should  encounter,  in 
the  execution  of  this  resolution,  to  maintain 
the  authority  intrusted  tous  unimpired,but  wc 
entertained  no  doubt  of  the  ultimate  success 
of  that  course  of  pTocreding;  and  as  wc 
have  already  stated,  wc  were  convinced  that 
it  would  involve  no  consequences  which 
.  were  not  infinitely  less  dangerous  to  the  na- 
tional interests  than  those  which  would  have 
inevitably  resulted  from  submission  to  the 
mrnaccsof  a  revolted  army. 

3*.— Having  found  it  necessary  to  take 
inio  our  coniernpiation,  the  possibility  of 
the  disaficci^d  omccrj  oroceedin?  to  ez^rcmi* 


ties,  we  lost  no  time  in  making  the  militjiy 
arrangements  which  would  be  rcquisitt,  in 
that  event,  for  ihe  public  security.  Thoc 
arrangements  were  directed  to  the  immcdiMt 
objects  of  obtaining  the  services  of  th: 
largest  proportion  practicable  of  bis  majes}'} 
troops,  and  making  such  a  distribution  oftbc 
company's  army,  as  would  place  it,  »  the 
greatest'  possible  extent,  uncler  the  contiOwl 
of  his  majesty's  regiments.  Akhoupb  ut 
had  a  considerable  force  of  bis  inajc$t>i 
troops' at  our  command,  we  deemed  i:  to  be 
advisable  to  apply  to  the  governments  ot 
Bombay  and  Ccvlon,  for  the  services  of  sach 
proportions  of  his  majesty's  troops  ascca^ 
be  spared  by  those  governments.  Arran^- 
ments  were  at  the  same  time  adopted,  for 
making  such  a  distribution  of  the  compoofi 
troops,  as  would  place  the  principal  bodies  o( 
ihehi  at  the  same  stations  with  his  mijcstr'j 
regimeaiS)  and  divide  the  rest  into  small  pir* 
ties. 

^  I . — ^Thc  march  of  a  battalion  of  the  icth 
regiment  from  Hydrabad,  formed  a  pan  d 
those  arrangements.  Three  battalions  M 
also  been  ordered  to  match  from  TravaDCorc, 
where  there  was  a  preponderating  force  of 
the  company's  ttoop».  His  mcjestj-'s  ua 
regiment  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Scrifsa- 
pjtam,  in  order  to  secure  that  impona«fc> 
iiL'Ss,  but  having  experienced  great  sickixa 
on  its  rout,  it  w.is  permitted  to  hah  aiTncfc- 
nopoly  ;  it  then  became  necessary  to  wti- 
en  the  garrison  of  Seringapatam,  which  wi 
entirely  comjKjscd  of  the  company's  trocpii 
in  order  to  prevent  them  from  mainraio*q{ 
themselves  in  that  large  fortress.  A  battalaa 
of  sepoy?,  and  a  company  of  artillciT,  *Tn 
vaccordinglv  oidcred  to  march  fioim  ocrii^ 
patam  to  Bjnj;alorc. 

3?. — ^The  oiders  for  all  ibeac  moKtorM 
of  the  company's  troops  were  issuedoniae 
9th  of  July,  but  in  consequence  of  sab«> 
qucnt  intelligence  of  the  designs  of  the  da- 
affected  officers,  we  found  it  necessary,  oa 
the  12th  of  July,  to  direct  the  disposable  rrocpi 
lu  the  ccn'rc  division,  to  cucamp  in  the  f  ca- 
nity of  Fori  Sr.  Georce,  for  the  porposc 
of  protecting  the  scat  of  jrovcrnraent,  over- 
flwing  the  di.scontcnted  officers,  and  i^aos^g 
ourselves  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  the  po- 
secution  of  such  measures  as  might  cfcntaal'j 
become  necessary. 

33' — T^he  officers  at  Hydrabad  bad  now, 
in  the  manner  already  aescnbed,  op^ 
thrown  off  their  allegiance,  and  <^l^JCt 
that  the  whole  ar«>y  had  united  with  their, 
and  the  intelligence  icceived  from  every  oclsc 
quarter  confirmed  the  truth  of  thcit  d«l 
tion. 

34.  —In  this   state  of  things,   U    , 
imperiously  necessary  to  adopt,  immodiKc' 
cither  a  course  of  condliation  and  coocetst 
or  to  prepare  to  oppose  the  design  <h 
disaffected  officers  by  open  force.    Tka  " 
of  the   former  course  of  proceediog:_^^ 
great  and  ccriaid,  aodapparcnrly  irrcp»J»' 
while  it  anceared  to  be  Drobible« 
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vij(orous  course  of  measures  in  support  of  the 
authority  of  the  government,  would  cither 
overawe  the  disaffected  officen,  or  force  ihcm 
into  submission  ai  an  early  period  of  time. 

35.— In  order,  however,  to  be  able  to 
adopt  a  system  of  vigorous  measures,  with 
hopes  of  early  and  decided  succes5,  it  was 
essentially  nccessjry  to  ascertain  the  real  dis- 
position of  all  the  troops  under  our  authority, 
to  secure  immediately,  on  the  side  of  the 
government,  the  largest  proportion  practica- 
ble of  the  Kative  troops,  to  remove  from 
authority  all  officers  who  had  imbibed  sen- 
timents of  sedition,  aud  to  apprize  the  Na- 
tive troops  Rcncratly  of  the  designs,  and 
deliver  them  from  the  influence  of  the  dis- 
affected officers.  The  officers  at  Hydrabad 
had  declared,  that  the  whole  army  were 
imited  in  their  cause,  and  the  troops  assem- 
bled by  government  for  the  enforcement  of 
its  authority  might  be  ex^Kcted,  in  a  situation 
of  emergency,  to  join  the  revolted  officers 
and  act  a^inst  the  state. 

36. — These  considerations  induced  us,  on 
thcs6th  July,  to  adopt  the  rej»oluiion  of  de-  " 
xnanding  from  the  officen  of  the  honourable 
company's  service  a  pledge  of  their  fidelity  to 
the  government,  and  of  removing  for  a  time 
from  the  exercise  of  authority,  such  officers 
as  should  refuse  to  give  that  pletige.  We  were 
satisfied  of  the  practicability  of  carrying  this 
important  measure  into  execution  at  all  the 
stations  to  the  southward  of  the  river  Ki^tnahy 
without  material  difficulty  or  danger,  as  the 
company's  iroojis  at  most  of  those  stations 
were  under  the  controul  of  his  majesty's  regi- 
ments. ...  f 

37  —We  accordingly,  in  circular  letters 
which  we  addressed  on  jIjc  26th  of  July  to 
to  the  officers  commanding  the  principal  di- 
visions and  stations  of  the  army,  fwho  hap- 
poned  fortunately  to  be  officers  of  his  majes- 
ty*$  and  the  honourable  company**  service, 
on  whose  fidelity  we  could  dnpend)  enclosed 
copies  of  the  letters  from  th-  (officers  at  Hydra- 
bad  to  lieui.-colonel  Montresor,  announcing 
their  determination  to  resist  ihc  ordersof  the 
government  for  the  march  of  the  2d  battalion, 
loth  regiment.  We  pointed  out  the  indis- 
])cnsablc  necessity  which  existed  for  the  adop- 
tion of  a  course  of  measures  of  a  most  deci- 
ded nature,  as  the  plans  of  the  disaffected 
threatened  either  a  civil  war,  or  such  a  blow 
to  the  power  and  constitution  of  the  govern- 
ment as  would  produce  evils  of  the  most 
fjtal  nature:  wc  expressed  the  satisfaction 
which  wc  derived  from  the  gratifying  reflec- 
tion, that  wc  might  confidently  rely  on  the 
diMiipline,  zeal,  and  national  attachment  of 
his  majesty's  troops,  together  with  a  persua- 
sion that  a  number  of  the  company's  officers 
would  be  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  dan- 
gers which  the  infatuated  conduct  of  a  party 
of  disaffected  men  threatened  to  themselves 
and  to  their  country,  and  would  avoid  all 
participation  in  a  course  of  proceedings  of 
the  deepest  guilt,  and  pregiont  witb  the  most 


fatal  calamities.  We  further  pointed  out  to 
the  officers  commanding  divisions,  the  abso* 
lute  necessiiy  which  existed,  at  that  alarming 
and  unprecedented  crisis,  to  employ  all  the 
means  at  our  disposal  for  the  suppression  of  a 
spirit  of  insubordination,  sedition,  and  usur- 
pation, which  menaced  the  subversion  of  the 
government.  We  informed  them  that  these 
considerations,  the  actual  state  of  affiiirs,  and^ 
the  necessity  of  averting  such  serious  dangers, 
had  rendered  it  requisite  that  we  should  as- 
certain the  principles  and  senrimeots  of  the 
officers  entrusted  with  authority  under  us; 
that  we  did  not  suspect  individuals,  but  that 
when  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  army  had 
manifesteaa  determined  spirit  of  revolt,  we 
considered  it  to  be  essentially  requisite  that 
the  zealous  and  faithful  should  be  distin- 
guished from  those  who  were  not  disposed 
to  support  the  authority  of  government,  and 
that  the  latter  should  t>e  riolonger  permitted 
to  exercise  functions  which  they  were  un- 
willing to  employ  in  the  service  of  their 
country.  Influenced  bv  these  reasons,  we  di- 
rected them  to  assemble  immediately,  on  the 
leceipt  of  our  instructions,  all  the  European 
officers  of  the  company's  service,  at  their 
respective  stations,  to  communicate  to  them 
the  tenor  of  those  instructions,  and  to  call 
on  them  to  subscribe  the  following  declara- 
tion : — 

'♦  Wc,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  ho- 
nourable company's  service,  do,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  declare  upon  our  word  of 
honour,  as  British  officers,  that  we  will  obey 
the  orders,  and  support  the  authority  of  the 
governor  in  council  of  Fort  St.  George,  agree* 
ably  to  the  tenor  of  the  commissions  which 
we  hold  from  that  government." 

38.— Wc  farther  directed,  that  such  of  the 
officers  as  should  decline  to  subscribe  thb  de- 
claration, should  be  forthwith  removed  from 
the  execution  of  duty  with  the  troops,  and  al- 
lowed to  resign,  drawing  their  ordinary  allows 
ancesat  such  stations  on  the  sea  coast  as  they 
might  select  for  their  residence,  between  Sa- 
drasand  Negapatam,  until  the  state  of  affair?, 
and  the  temper  of  tiicir  own  minds,  should 
admit  of  their  being  aeain  employed  with  ad^ 
vantage  to  the  state.  Wc  added,  that  those 
officers  could  have  no  reason  whatever  to  com- 
plain of  this  measure,  or  consider  it  a  hard- 
ship, for  they  could  no:  expect  that  the  govern- 
ment would  intrust  them  with  an  authority 
which  they  were  not  willing  to  employ  in  its 
support. 

<?9.  We  farther  instructed  the  officers  in 
command  of  divisions,  to  assemble,  after  the 
execution  of  those  orders,  all  the  native  offi- 
cers, to  explain  to  them  with  cai:Joiir  and 
confidence,  the  grounds  on  which  the  orders 
were  issued  ;  to  inform  them,  that  cenain  Eu- 
ropean officen,  in  pursuit  of  objects  entirely 
personal  to  themselves,  bad  formed  designs 
against  the  government  of  the  most  criminal 
nature,  and  were  desirous  of  involving  the  na- 
tiveuoop.ia  the  ^iU^ao^Jfyggii^endiDg 
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their  cxrcut'on  ;  and  to  impress  upon  the 
m  nd'i  of  the  native  troops  that  their  first  duty 
wjs  to  the  government,  and  that  they  were  to 
rdiisc  a  belief  to  any  su;:gcstions  calculated  to 
nii<  ead  ilicir  minds,  or  excite  discontent. 
Wcfanlicr  instructed  the  commanding  of- 
firtrs  to  state  to  the  Native  officers  th;?i 
the  j^overnmenl  were  ino'C  anxious  to 
impiovc  then  situation  than  (as  hiid  been 
repo-^t'.d;  to  render  it  less  favourable,  and 
•to  recall  to  their  minds  the  consiant  soli- 
citude which  the  government  had  manifested 
for  their  welfare;  and,  finally,  to  assure  them, 
that  ihti  utmosJ  confidence-  WdS  placed  in  their 
dis'-tplinc  and  fidelity  ;  that  the  existing  dis- 
tujba<ices  would  be  soon  composed  ;  atjd  that 
the  govi  rnnieni  entertain,  d  a  fiini  |^rsud"iion 
thai  the/  would  on  no  account  violate  the  duty 
which  they  owed  to  the  state. 

40. — The  oihrers  commanding  diviNioris 
were  finally  apprt^cd,  that  sinii'.ar  instructions 
hdd  been  coimiunicaied  to  all  the  oilircrs 
commanding  divisions  of  the  army  to  the 
southward  Oi  Ki.Ntnah. 

41. — As  the  orders  of  the  26th  of  July 
very  considerably  inflnen"ed  sue  ccdinj^  events, 
and  materially  cuntribui;d  to  the  suppression 
of  the  laedisoniers,  we  think  ii  proper  to  de- 
tail their  immediate  ciicelsin  the  several  divi- 
sions of  iht'  a:  .iiy. 

4a— The  orders  wCiC  carried  mto  immc- 
di.'teainl  cnmpiete  tx  cuiion  throughout  the 
wln;le  of  the  centre  divis;o:u^f  'he  ^rmy,  in- 
cluaifig  the  gar: ISO. I  of  Fort  Si.  G^of-ge,  the 
camp  in  the  virmitvof  Fnri  St.  G-o/i;;,  the 
gariisonof  Vcilore,  and  the  stveril  subordi- 
nate po'its.  All  the  companv's  oiHc  ts  (with 
the  exception  of  the  stalF,  and  a  few  others) 
Kiving  prtviously  pledj^.d  themselves  to  sup- 
port each  other  in  then  pi  mb  of  sedition,  re- 
fused to  ign  the  drlatiiion  ;  thry  w  re,  in 
consequence,  inimfdu'tel  removed  from  the 
exercise  of  ilieir  niiinaiy  lu.^iions,  and  order- 
ed to  proceed  with  ad  pracne.'bie  exp.  dmon 
to  suth  places  on  the  s;a  roassbvtwecn  Sadras^ 
and  Neg.^pa'.^m,  as  they  m;^ht  ^^elect  hn-  their 
residence  ;  olhcers  ol  approved  uyalty  were 
aitacht.d  to  the  coi^js. 

4P,.— Lieiitcnaiu-t.oionel  Conran,  command- 
in^;  the  troops  at  Fort  St.  G- orj^e,  licuteriant- 
colonel  Hare»  commandiiig  ihe  camp  formed 
near  the  mount,  «ii-d  licu'(.itant-color»e  Lan^, 
commanding  at  Velio  re  casiied  i!i  snvMSure 
into  effect  with  ex.mpiafy  fmniieN:.  and  abi- 
lity, and  were  supj  or  tui  m  the  most  z"alous 
manner  bv  the  troops.  The  iiriuve  ttoe'ps  at 
all  those  Mjiiori!.,  on  r<  ccivin^  thecxpiaii?!!ons 
which  wt  had  pitscnbed  in  our  oid.r^  ot  the 
ft6th  of  jule,  immediately  icco^rized  tlie 
obvious  principles  of  duty  which  we  had  s'a- 
tcdto  them,  »nd  unanimo.isiy  declared  their 
firm  d<ieuiuiia'iDn  to  dd!;ere  to  their  alleui- 
anccio  the  staic>  io«)bey  no  orders  but  those  of 
the  goveiument,  and  of  th(  ofiti.  ers  whom  the 
government  might  appoint  10  confimand  them. 
The  immediate  result  of  the  measgrc  of  ihe 
•6th  of  Juiy in  the  centre  divsMou  wis,  that 
^  aU  the  Company's  tr©ops    were  broiT^ht  com 
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and  that  every  officer  disposed  to  disobey  tti 
orders,  or  disturb  public  order,  was  removed 
from  the  exercise  of  his  functions. 

44. — The  same  result  tcx>k  place  in  the  Ce- 
ded districts,  under  thcordeis  of  rP3Jorg''ne- 
ral  Croker.  The  company's  officers  at  Bel- 
lary,  Gooty,  and  Cummum,  were  removed 
from  authority,  in  consequence  of  tbe:r  rcfb- 
sal  to  sign  the  declaration :  officers  of  known 
zeal  were  appointed  to  supply  their  place,  a-ad 
the  troops  manifested  the  most  uushaki!t  fide- 
lity and  aitachmenr  to  the  governmem.  Ma- 
jor-general Crokei*s  conduct,  on  this  emer- 
gency, reflected  great  credit  On  his  rcso.iMicn  , 
and  zeal.  ' » 

45. — Colonel  Wilkinson,  commar.dirrg  the      | 
southern  division  of  the  at  my,  cjrricj  the  or-      | 
ders  of  the  e6th  of  July  into  complete  cxrcu-      1 
tion  at  Trichmopoly,  where  a  t;reaier  namber       1 
of  the   cotnpany's   officers  adhered     to  their       I 
duty  than  at  the  other  siauOiis  above  tnentioj*- 
ed  ;  a  con  iderable   proportion,   however,  of      | 
the  companv's  officers  declined  to  sigti  the  de- 
claration, and  w(*rc  removed    from    authorinr 
Colonel  Wilkinson  proceeded,  in  corTcMmity      , 
to   our   instructions,  to  Dendegul,    Madura,      I 
and  Pillumcottah,  a  the  head  of  a  revpectablc 
detachment  of  troojis,  and  enforced  the  ck- 
cuiionof  the  orders  of  the.  26ih  of  July  at 
these  stations. 

46. — It  has  already  been  slated,  that  orden 
were  issued  on  the  9th  July  for  the  march  of 
three  battalions  from  Travancore.  1  hcsc  or- 
ders were  also  disobeyed  ;  the  company's  oi* 
ficers  having  declared  in  a  body  to  lieutenani- 
ccdonel  Stuart,  the  officer  comman';ing  ia 
Travancore,  that  as  they  perceived  it  was  the 
intention  of  government  to  detach  and  divi«  | 
the  Native  corps »  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
them  under  the  controul  of  his  majesty's  re- 
giments, ihev  would  not  yield  obedience  to 
the  orders  for  their  march.  Licurenaot-A- 
lonel  S'.nart  soon,  afterwards  received  our  in-  ! 
strut tions  of  the  26th  of  July,  but  he  sas- 
pr  tied  the  execution  of  them  from  an  appre- 
hension, that  the  attempt  might  be  atieoded 
with  da::^.  rous  consequences. 

47. — Itaving,  however,  repeated  our  in- 
structions in  the  most  positive  terms,  and  re- 
jected, for  obvious  reasons,  a  conditional  de- 
claration which  the  officers  in  Travancore  bad 
tendered,  lieutenant-colonel  Stuart  earned  our 
oiders  into  complete  eflPeci,  and  removed 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  companv's  officci^ 
who  did  not  deny  that  they  were  involved  in 
the  criminal  combination  agaii^st  the  povem- 
mcnt.  The  native  officers  and  men  m  Tr»- 
vancore  manifested  the  utmost  steadii^ess  2xd 
attachment  10  the  state,  a  circuitistance  wbkh 
proved,  that  the  apprehensions  which  hadbtcn 
iDfinstriouslv  excited  in  the  mind  of  heutc- 
naiif-colonel  Stuar,  were  without  foundatiofl. 

48. — Lieutenant-colonel  Foibes,  command- 
iiu;  m  Malabar  and  Canara,  also  »ook  upon 
himself  to  susp'^nd  the  enforcement  of  the 
orders  of  the  26th  Julv.  and  had  been  it>duced 
to  accept  from  the  officers  a  qualified  decla- 
ration, entirely  incompatible  with  the  object      , 
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F  the  declaration  prescribed  by  those  orders. 
Colonel  Forbes,  however,  on  receiving  a  re- 
cti Hon  of  our  ordtrs,  copied  them  finally 
ito  effect  with  the  same  success  which  at* 
:nded  their  execution  at  the  other  stations 
/hirh  wc  have  ni»*n'ionftd, 

49. — In  the  several  military  divisions 
bove  specified,  our  orders  of  the  26th  Ju  y 
rere  carried  into  complete  eftect,  aithuugn 
1  some  cases  owing  to  the  indecision  of 
ommandtn^  officers,  with  consit^erabe  de  . 
iy  ;  and  the  result  of  those  orders  fully 
orresponded  with  ourviews  in  issuing  thtm 
>r cater  difficultieit  were,  however,  found  to 
ttcn.l  thei  execution  in  Xiyso  e,  in  the 
lorthern  division  and  at  Hydrabad. 

SO — C  lonel  Davis  the  otficer  command- 
ng  in  Mysore,  had  proce?t'e.'  f  om  Benga- 
or''  hisusua'  head-quarters  fowar.Js  ^erin- 
^ap  nam  ;  and  the  troops  wtnch  on  the  9th 
»f  Juy  weorderei  to  ma  chfrom  '^e^  ngapa- 
am  to  Bangal'  re  det;  ycd  their  mfve.Tients 
mtil  the  JOth,  and  then  refused  to  leave  thai 
>lace.  Lieutv  nant-colonel  Gibbs  th-- scni- 
>r  olficer  ai  Banc;4]ore,  suspended  in  the  Hrst 
nstancc  the  execution  of  our  instructions  of 
he  fi6ih  of  July.  On  receiving  a  repeii- 
ion  of  those  orders  he  carried  thf^m  into 
:ffcct,  but  after  a  delay  which  mi^ht  h^vc  (»c- 
:asio'  ed  con5lderab!'*  emharrassmrnt  Col- 
>ne!  Davis  was  at  Mvsore,  in  the  vicinity  of 
5eringap5faaj,  when  thr  orders  ot  the  s6ch  of 
July  reached  him  :  ibefciress  ot  Seringa- 
satavn  w-is  then  orcupiod  h\  a  smdll  party  of 
lie  8ofh  re'^imf  f>t,  tw(^  con  p.mifsof  artillery 
ind  two  baitalicns  of  Srpoy;;,  uridt  r  the  com- 
r»and  of  the  s<  nior  oliiJ.r,  lieutenant-co- 
lonel John  Bell. 

51.— -A  considcroble  degree  of  agitation 
^ad  prevailed  for  some  t  inc  among  th^ 
Dffi.TCts  of  »hat  girriion,  originating  in  the 
tfditious  spirit  which  obtained  in  the  army, 
riie  officers  havj'g  received  a  vajiue  report 
srisin^  possibly  from  the  di>pcj»^Mion  of  the 
native  coips,  which  had  been  apprised  of  the 
intention  of  government,  to  adopt  some 
measures  with  re^Tid  to  the  European  offi- 
cers; and  havinj^  been  apprised  also  of  ihc 
refusal  of  the  officers  of  the  Hvdrabid  force 
to  allow  of  the  march  of  the  battalion  of 
the  io;h  re^lm<  ut,  they  declared  their  deter- 
iuiiial!dn  not  to  permit  th"  march  of  the  na- 
tive baiiallon  and  company  ofaTiillery,  which 
bad  been  ordered  to  move  from  Scringapatam 
to  Bingalore.  Lieutenant-colonel  Davii  pro- 
ceeded immediately,  on  the  receipt  of  our 
instructions  of  the  26. h  of  Julvi  from  the  re- 
sidency at  Mysore,  where  he  was  residing  in 
extreme  ill  health  into  the  fort  of  Seringppjtam, 
but  found  ihe  garrison  in  a  state  of  ferment  and 
agitation  which  rendered  it  entirely  inexpedient 
to  attempt  to  carry  his  orders  into  immediate 
execution,  especially  as  he  was  unsupported  by 
a  commanding  force  of  his  majesty's  troops. 
It  was,  however,  soon  understood  in  the  fort 
that  lieutenant-colonel  Davis  had  received  the 
orders  of  the  government  for  the  removal 


of  the  officers,  and  great  confusion  in  con- 
sequence prevailed. 

52.— The  prtxreedings  of  the  officers  of 
the  garrison  soon  assumed  the  appearance 
of  open  rtbellion.  They  intimated  to 
Lieutenant-colonel  Davis,  that  he  would 
not  be  allowed  to  leave  the  fort,  and  requir- 
e-f  Of  himself  and  his  Staff  to  confine  them- 
selves to  the  houjie  in  which  they  resi  \ed. 

53. —  I  he  ofilice  s  then  proccedei*.  t»n  the 
30th  of  July,  ro  se.ze  the  public  treasure 
be  ongmg  to  the  iicpartment  ot  the  acting 
collector  Mr.  James  A.  Casamijor,  tovihose 
spirited  ren.onstrance  they  paid  no  attention, 
and  on  tho  same  eveuing  inti  ated  to  Licu- 
teu<int  colonel  Davis,  in  reply  to  hiS  repre- 
senration,  that  he  might  quit  the  fort,  pro- 
vided he  would  promise  to  make  no  attempt 
agdiost  them;  they  further  informs  him 
that  his  detention  had  been  unintentional, 
and  that  the  guard  placed  over  him  was 
meant  as  a  mark  of  respect.  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Davis  immediately  returned  to 
Mysore,  but  without  acceding  to  the  pro- 
mise which  the  oiticers  had  attemptel  to 
exact  from  him 

54. — On  the  following  day  LieutenanC- 
coloi.el  Davis  sent  the  declaration  prescribed 
by  our  orders  ot  the  iiOth  Julv  to  Lie.itc- 
nanc  colonel  Bell  as  senior  ofiicer.  with  in- 
structions to  tender  it  to  the  Kifficers  of  tht 
garrison^ for  their  bignature.  an^i  in  the  event 
of  their  relusal,  to  endeavjur  to  prevail  on 
them  to  accept  theoptioi  allowed  ly  these 
orders,  of  returning  trom  the  exercise  of 
their  military-  fiiuctions,  until  cir>.UfMstances 
sliould  admit  of  their  resuming  them  with 
houour  to  themselves  and  advantage  to  their 
country 

55. — Lieutenant-colonel  Bell  returned  ihe 
declaration  with  his  own  sipnahire  affixed 
to  it.  as  stated,  that  he  had  lost  all  authority 
over  the  garrison,  but  at  the  same  time  ex- 
pres<;ed  his  intention  of  remaining  in  the 
fort,  as  long  as  he  conceived  his  presence 
might  be  of  service  to  the  stale;  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Davis  received  Lieutenanr«co!onel 
Bell's  signature  to  the  declaration  with  sen- 
timents of  the  highest  satisfaction,  and  ac- 
quainted him,  that  Mr.Lole,  the  acting  resi- 
dent, and  himseif,  would  be  happy  to  reci  ive 
him  whenever  he  thought  proper  to  leave 
the  fort;  Colonel  Btdl,  when  he  returned  the 
declaration  with  his  own  s  f,naturo,  stated, 
that  the  officers  of  the  garrison  ha  1  unani- 
mously rejected  it,  and  had  subscribed  in- 
stead of  it.  a  paper  of  a  mo  t  mntiuou!.  and 
seditious  tendency,  declaring  that  they  would  ' 
not  obey  theord  rsor  support  the  authority 
of  Sir  (ieorge  Barlow. 

56". — ^The  conduct  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Bell  had  previously  been  by  no  means  i^atis- 
factory,  and  it  appeared  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  mutiny  of  c'eringapatam, 
he  had  acted,  after  the  suhver^on  of  his 
authority  as  coinmauding-officer,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  4  committee^  wiiich  bdd  SMSUmed  the 
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controul  over  the  Garrison  under  the  appel- 
lation of  the  committee  of  safety. 

57.  -On  the  receipt  of  his  signature  to  the 
declarat:";  Colonel  Davis  concluded  how- 
ever that  I»si  had  determined  to  withdraw 
himself  frf>m  the  seditious  proceedings  of  the 
garrison,  an-l  s:ave  him  credit  for  the  utmost 
sincerity  in  subscrioing  so  solemn  a  pledge 
ofallc)(janceto  the  Government  of  hiscoun- 

;7S  —On  the  SIst  of  July  the  garrison 
drew  itp  the  Iraw-bri^lges  of  the  furt,  and 
cut  off  A  1  ommunication  with  the  country, 
the'  seized  the  paymaster's  cash  chest,  con 
tain:ii;i  .ihout  J 0,000  Pap  dan  and  detached 
a  ^varty  o.  troops,  which  intercept! d  and 
seize  la  sum  of  80,000  Pagodas  which  was 
on  't    way  to  the  paymaster  from  the  ceded 

:  1.  -These  acts  of  violence  and  outrage 
inl-i'  I  I  he  acting  rcMdent,  Mr  Cole,  in 
cui\.(.it  with  I/eutenant  colonel  Davis,  to 
apply  to  the^ovemmei):  of  his  Highness  the 
Rkj.;";i  i)t  Mvaore  for  assisra-ice  and  to  adopt 
Rurli  precaun  n«  as  mikHit  lie  IIece«»^a^y  to 
p'-c\eni  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  muti- 
iiec'f  s  to  seiz^e  tht-  rort  of  Mysore  and  the  per- 
son of  ill'  Hi^ihne^s  the  Rajuh. 

';  \ — On  the  d  of  Auq-u^t,  the  garri.>on 
dctiH.Iied  a  be  ' .  >  •■  trocps  with  jjuns  for  the 
pjif  j^e  it  ...i  supposed  of  meeting  and 
es^  ''<.«ng  into  the  fort  rw.;  'lattalrons,  whi'  h 
the  liad  ca  le.l  from  Chiitiedroog;  and  on 
the  3'!,  they  si'iii  tut  ofti:  ".iriboii  the  par- 
ty of  his  Mii;'"^i}  \  !>Oth  rcj»im<-nt.  with  orders 
not  to  procve  to  Mysore,  the  party  how- 
ever  reached  Mysore  by  a  circuitous  route. 

rs] . — It  no  ^'  ''  ame  evident  that  the 
orfi.ersofthe  ■  .  on  ot  Scringapatam  had 
rcso  ved  to  pt'  ->  vcr .  in  a  courhC  of  open  re- 
bc'.ium  to  the  .  •■»  ority  of  the  government, 
and  th.1t  tiie  adoi.ton  of  the  most  vig')rou8 
ini  i.-ures  was  abi,:4utely  necessary  to  reduce 
tlum  to  obedien  c. 

G:  Uj'tni  this  trying  and  unprecedented 
orr:4S!j').  Pin^rniah,  the  '^ewan  of  the  Raj.<h 
of  Mysore.  afFordeCi  to  the  renident  that 
rpt  y  and  cor«!ialsi:pport  which  mi<dit  have 
Ivjfn  oxpe  tP'l  f  om  bin  known  fidelity  and 
altAcdhnv'iil  to  the  British  government  A 
boilv  «.*'  :J  )'X)  Silladar  horse,  which  had 
previously  received  orders  to  hold  itself  in 
r  uil  ne^^,  was  directed  to  invest  the  lort,  and 
to  cir  off  all  its  snpjdies  and  .he  whole  of 
the  resources  of  the  Mysore  irovernment 
wci  •-»  immediateiy  placed  at  our  disposal 

3.— Lieutenant  colonel  fJibbs.  the  senior 
ofhcer  at  Ban^jalore,  had  been  directed  by 
Lieutenant  colonel  Davis  to  proceed  with  a 
par'  of  his  fore  towards  Seringapatam,  but 
in  consequen^'e  of  the  delay,  which  we  have 
already  stated  had  occurred  in  tlie  execution 
of  our  orders  of  the  t^(5th  July  at  Bangalore, 
and  a  want  of  money  to  pay  Vhe  troops,  this 
oihrer  bad  not  been  able  to  comply  w  ih 
Colonel  Davis's  requisition.  Colonel  Davis 
had  received  intelligence  that  the  battalion 
of  Nutive  Infantry  stationed  at  Chittlcdroog 


had  plundered  the  Rajah's  treasniy  tt  tint 
place  to  the  amount  of  about  IS^OOOPagodas^ 
and  that  this  corps,  together  with  a  battalioo 
of  the  8th  regiment  of  Native  Infantry,  then 
on  its  march  from  Bedenoor  to  the  centre 
division,  having  been  summoned  by  the 
ofhcers  in  Seringapatam  to  join  them,  had 
actually  commenced  thdr  march  to  efiiect  a 
junction  with  the  troops  compociog  that 
garrison. 

64.— It  appearing  tliat  the  objects  of  the 
disaffected  officers  were  to  assemble  in  the 
first  instance  a  large  force  at  Seringapatam, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  maintain  thax 
fortress  against  the  t*  oops  of  the  government, 
until  the  force  at  Hydrabad  ^should  march 
into  the  Carnatic.  and  afterwards  to  concen- 
trate at  Seringapatam  all  the  native  batta- 
lions in  Mysore  and  the  adjoining  ivisions, 
for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  their  mea- 
sures of  opposition  to  the  public  authdriry; 
Colonel  Davis  determined,  at  all  hazards,  to 
intercept  any  corps  that  might  attempt  to 
move  towards  Seringapatam,  and  to  make 
every  possible  exertion  to  deprive  the  garri- 
son of  an  accession  of  force,  which  might 
enable  them  not  only  to  maintain  themselves 
in  the  fort,  but  to  commence  ofFensive  ope- 
rations against  the  subjects  of  hi»  hi^hness*s 
government. 

6.y — A  detachment  consisting  of  1,500 
Peons,  and  30C0  Sillndar  hor&c,  was  cooac- 
qacnily  sent  to  impede  ihc  progress  of  the  iwo 
l»an;dion-i,  which  were  expected  from  Cbittle- 
droo^,  and  positive  iiutructions  were  trans- 
mined  to  colonel  Gibbs,  who  bad  at  Icnjrth 
carried  the  orders  of  the  26th  July  into  exe- 
cution, 10  move  with  the  whole  of  his  force, 
wiih  ibc  exception  of  a  small  detachment  to 
he  left  at  Bangalore,  with  all  practicable  ex- 
pedition to  Scruijiapaiam. 

66. — Licuttnant-coloncl  Bell,  in  viobtion 
of  the  solemn  pledge  which  he  had  given  to 
adhere  to  his  duty,  remained  in  the  fort,  and 
idForded  the  sasiciioii  of  his  authority  to  the 
ouiragc'ous  aud  rebellious  conduct  of  the  gar- 
rison, hut  Mr.  Cole  and  lir'utenant-colond 
D<:vis  5:j11  cnteruincd  a  hope  that  he  had  been 
ir.ducctl  to  remdin  by  the  consideration  stated 
in  his  letter  to  ihem,  or  that  he  bad  been  de- 
tained and  confined  by  ibc  garrison. 

(7. — On  the  6ih  Au>iust,  however,  colonel 
D.JVI*  received  from  lieutenani-coloncl  Bell  a 
letter,  in  which  he  affected  to  consider  the 
fortress  oF  Setin;iap3tam  to  be  in  danger  of  an 
aif:^ci<  from  the  Nlyj>ore  government ;  and  Mat- 
ing, that  as  be  was  not  in  possc>sion  of  the 
fort  and  island,  it  became  his  duty  to  bis  King 
and  country  not  to  deliver  it  up  but  to  IcRal 
authority,  and  lie  therefore  requested  that  this 
intention  might  be  communicated  to  the  i;0- 
vcrnor-gctnrrdl.  It  was  difficult  to  discovt'i 
the  real  object  of  this  address.  Colonel  Bell, 
at  the  same  time  despatched  a  letter  to  the  De- 
wan,  complaining  of  bis  prevcniiog  provi- 
-sions  from  passing  into  the  fort  of  Senngapa* 
tarn,  accusing  him  of  having  broken  tbe 
treaty  with  the  British  govenunenty  and  ihint* 
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nin^  him  witb  vengeance,  if  he  persevered 
1  hiw  operations  again- 1  :hr  j4aiii<;on. 

6?^.  — Ir  aoiwcrto  tins  letter,  Poor.iah,  with 
r<  ;ii  prc^rifty,  referred  him  to  the  resident, 
s  the  oropcr  channel  ot  commun.^ai'on  with 
h'  Mysore  povt-rnment.  This  answer,  it  is 
upjx).,cd,  led  to  ih'--  me.tsurv*  adopted  by  the 
fhccr<,  of  placing  ^  guard  over  iht-  Dcwan's 
itni >e  in  the  fort,  in  which  the  whole  of  his 
►nvnie  property,  and  part  of  the  Rajah's,  was 
c.  ONicd. 

69  —The  party  of  Mysoie  troops,  which 
jad  been  dispatched  i:r'-lcr  the  rommand  of 
l<im  Row,  an  ahle  and  spirited  officer  of  the 
wlysorc  government,  10  meet  the  bnttalions 
dv.t.cmg  from  Chiitlodr^>op,  fell  in  with 
ho'f*  corps  at  the  distance  of  jbout  thirty  miles 
rom  S^ringapaiam. 

70 — Captain  Mackintosh,  the  officer  in 
omniand  of  the  battalior ,  icq'iestcd  a  con- 
srcncc;  in  consequence  of  which  Ram  Row 
/aind  upon  him,  and  informed  him,  that  he 
ad  received  orders  from  his  government,  to 
»revent  the  advance  of  the  detachment  10 
Icringapatam. 

71 '--Captain  Mackintosh  informed  Ram 
I'  w,  ihat  he  wai  at  liberty  to  act  as  he  mi^^hl 
uJgc  proper,  bur  that  he  was  determined  not 
0  draw  his  sword,  or  adopt  any  offensive 
neasurcs.  Up«  n  this  comMinnintion  Ram 
<.o  V  >ppiie.'  to  Mr  Co^:-  inr  <v'UT,,  and  re- 
e  vid  in  reply  positiv;  :.  ti  i'  ;<  h  s  liom  that 
ifhccr  r»na  lieutcnr  :-Kn  ,  :!  Davis,  10  use 
very  X:  rtion  to  ir  \.  n-  <[}  i  :."  ce  of  the 
Mr.dbons  until  he  ihojii:  U.  j)i.Kd  by  the 
orcc  from  B.mcaiore. 

7?  — Ram  Row  was.  however,  directed, 
vtoie  he  prorteHvd  to  iTU'^^ures  of  hostility 
*:i*iiJS!  the  biit.iwons,  to  communicate  to  the 
fficer  cotnrr,  ir.  h:)^:  ur.m,  a  paper,  stj:'  vd  bv 
Jr.  Cole  i.a  colonti  D'vis,  and  stati ;.;.',  that 
he  furrh-i  advance  of  the  corp«  would  not  be 
•entiiited;  ihal  the  officers  must  either  sign 
ic  declaration  pr-scribd  bv  the  orders  of  the 
ovcrnmerji  of  ihc  vdih  July,  or  accept  the 
iterojiivc  of  with  ir.wv.r.jr  from  the  exercise 
f  their  military  fu  >ctioi  s;  ihat  any  aiten'pt 
)  advance  would  be  re.<l>;ed  by  the  troop>  un- 
ci the  commaid  ol  R  ini  Row,  and  bv  the 
^ircc  from  Bm^^alore,  under  th«'  rommand  of 
eatrnant-rolo.iel  Gilbs;  and  finally,  ihar  if, 
ftcr  the  receipt  of  this  C{)intnunication,  they 
icu!d  attempt  to  proceed  toward*  Sermgapa- 
ini.  Ram  Row  had  received  iho  most  posi- 
vc  forders  to  oppose*  their  advance,  and  to 
insider  them  as  enemies  of  the  Biitish  go- 
?rumcnt. 

73-~Ram  Row  was  ;^lso  furnished  with 
aiislations  of  our  general  ord.^rs  of  the  3d 
kUgust,  which  he  was  directed  to  distribute 
Tiong  the  troops. 

74. — The  detachment  tmder  licutenanr^o- 
)Tiel  Gibbs,  consisting  of  His  Majesty's  e5ih 
rginrientof  light  dragoons,  the  5ih  regimeot 
r  Native  cavalry.  His  Majesty's  ^qth  regt, 
id  a  battalion  of  the  3d  regiment  of  Native 
ifantry,  and  a  company  of  artillery,  had  ar- 
vcd  in  the  vicioity  of  Scringapataoi,  And  had 


encamped  within  three  miles  of  ihe  fort  on  the 
loth  August. 

7.'>. — Notwithstanding  the  positive  and  re- 
peated orders  commumcaied  to  the  officers 
commanding  the  battalions  from  Chittledroog 
they  persisted  in  their  advance,  to  join  the  re- 
volted troops  at  Seiiiig^paiam,  and  compelled 
the  British  authotitics  to  prevent  ihcir  entiance 
by  force. 

76. — The  details  of  the  action  which  fol- 
low«d  between  these  batahons  and  ihc  troops 
under  the  comman  i  of  colonel  Gibbs  and  toe 
Mysore  horie,  arc  contained  in  the  reports 
of  that  oificer,  and  o^  lieuienant'Coloncl  D»- 
vis. 

77.— It  appears  that  about  2^0  of  the  sepoys 
are  killed  and  wouiKled,  the  rc^t  disper^d* 
and  most  of  them  made  their  way  into  the 
frni ;  captain  Mackintosh  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner,  and  lieutenant  Best,  of  the  8tK 
regiment  of  Native  infantry,  died  the  night 
after  his  arrival  in  the  fort,  in  consequence  of 
iattguc.  In  lieutenant  colonel  Gibbs  s  detach- 
ment, the  only  casualties  which  occurred  was, 
lieutenant  Jefferics  of  ihc  25th  regiment  of 
dragoons,  slightly  wounded,  and  one  horse  of 
the  9.,5ih  dragoons  killed,  and  one  wounded. 

78. — During  the  engagement,  the  fort  can- 
nonaded colonel  Gibbs's  camp,  and  a  party 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Robert  Munro,  with 
10  guns,  made  a  sally,  but  was  driven  back  by 
captain  Bean  of  the  95th  dragoons,  who  com- 
manded the  troops  left  for  the  protection  of  the 
camp.  ' 

yc)* — During  the  night,  the  garrison  kept 
up  a  heavy  fire,  and  boiubaided  the  camp, 
but  with  liiile  effect,  a  few  followers  and  horses 
having,  been  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  12th,  lieutenant-colonel 
Gibbs  changed  his  gtound  for  a  greater  dis- 
tance from  the  fort,  and  delivered  over  the 
command  of  the  force  to  colonel  Davis,  who, 
althoui^b  labouring  under  severe  indi&potition, 
with  that  zeal  and  ardor  which  has  so  emi- 
nently marked  his  conduct  during  the  late 
transactions,  proceeded  from  Mysore,  and  cf* 
tablished  his  head-quarters  in  cantp. 

80.— It  appeared,  from  the  report  of  the 
prisoners  (which  has  been  subsequently  con- 
nrmed)  that  the  officers  had,  by  misrcpresenti- 
tions,  deluded  the  unfortunate  men  under 
thtir  command,  and  had  succeeded  in  pcr- 
su  iding  them,  that  the  Dcwan  of  Mysore  was 
in  rcbcili  ^n,  and  that  they  were  marching  in 
concert  with  the  European  force  fipm  Banga- 
lore, for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  tort 
of  Ser  ii^aparamfor  the  British  government. 

Si. — in  consequence  of  the  critical  state  of 
affjiTs  in  Hydrabad,  we  deemed  it  expedient 
to  appoint  colonel  Close  to  the  command  of 
the  subsidiary  force,  under  a  conviction,  that 
his  rank,  eminent  talents,  and  distinguished  cha- 
racter, would  contribute  most  essentially  to 
re-esublish  discipline  and  subordination  in  that 
force. 

82. — We  dispatched  to  that  officer,  and  to 
major-general   Pater,  commanding  the  north 
crn  division  of  the  army,  copies  of  the  oidei 
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of  chc  26tli  of  July  leaving  it  to  the  discretion 
of  thesf  officers  to  carry  'he  orders  inro  cx-^ 
cctition  or  not,  as  ciicumstdncci  might  render 
advieable. 

83  —  G'^ncral  Pater  did  not  deem  it  Cxpe- 
A'wnt  r.i  attempt  the  execution  o^  the  orders  at 
Mrsijlt  aiani^^  urjdt.r  an  .n^pn  hersion  as  he 
staled,  that  he  would  h^ve  a  ;,r.iv  i;^  d  he  spirit 
of  rrvoh  Vhich  re'gned  i-i   hjt  ^arciso!!. 

84.— CoL-jidcrdblc  appr<  haision  had  been 
exrl'ed  in  tlie  mind^  of  the  otfifcrs  of  the 
Hydrjbad  subsidiaiy  force,  bv  the  apj'oint- 
mrntof  coloi.el  Close  to  the  cominandof  that 
force,  as  his  appointment  was  a^crib  d  by  the 
officers  to  a  desij4n  on  the  part  of  goven  ment 
of  employing  his  influence  with  the  Narive 
troops,  for  the  purpose  of  separating  them 
from  the  Europcon  officers. 

85. — While  colons  I  Close  was  on  his  way 
to  Hydrabad,  he  received  a  letter  frv:>m  the 
officers  of  the  Hydrabad  force;  in  which 
they  intimated  that  his  services  were  not  re- 
quired, in  a  military  capacity,  as  commandant 
of  the  force;  but  'hat  in  conjunction  with 
lieutenant-colonel  Malcolm,  he  might  be  use- 
ful at  the  presidency  '\p  promoting  the  cause 
of  the  army.  They  therefore  reconi mended 
him  to  pursue  his  journey  to  Madras,  but  in 
any  event  to  halt  at  one  stage  from  Hydrabad. 
A  p^ixir  of  propowK  containing  tour  articles, 
which  they  termed  their  ultimatum,  and 
which  was  similar  to  the  paper  which  had  been 
transmitted  by  them  to  the  government,  was 
lubiuifjcd  to  their  Iwter. 

06. —  Colonel  Close  arrived  at  Hvdrabad 
on  the  3d  of  August,  and  determined  to  lose 
no  time  in  carrying  the  orders  of  the  «6th 
July  inro  effect. 

87. — As  preparatory  to  the  execution  of 
this  measure,  he  resolved  to  place  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  troops,  and  to  endeavour 
to  establish  his  .^ufhority  over  them. 

88. — For  the  details  of  colonel  Close's 
proceedings  on  the  3d  of  August,  with  a 
view  to  the  accomplishmem  of  that  object, 
we  b  g  leave  to  refer  your  honourable  com- 
'miitt-c  to  his  report  of  that  d-ite. 

89. — On  the  day  following  a  letter  was 
addressed  by  the  officers  of  the  subsidiary 
force  to  colonel  Close,  stating  that  his  con- 
duct in  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  go- 
vernment being  highly  prejudicial  to  that 
confidence  which  subiisied  between  the  se- 
poys and  their  officer*,  and  subversive  of 
that  discipline  which  they  wei^  anxious 
to  maintain ;  they  required  him  to  depart 
from  H)  drabad  in  the  course  of  that  day,  inti- 
mating, that  on  the  event  of  his  refusal,  more 
unpleasant  and  decisive  measures  would  be 
adopted  with  regard  to  him. 

90.— For  the  reason  stated  in  his  letter 
of  the  4th  of  August,  colonel  Close  left 
Hydi^bad  and  retired  slowly  towards  Foo- 
niah. 

91. — The  zealous  and  spirited  exertions 
of  that  highly-distinguished  officer  on  this 
trying  occasion,  although  they  failed  io  their 


object  of  immediately  establishing  his  an> 
thorny  over  the  force,  produced  the  moa 
salutary  impression  on  the  minds  "both  of  the 
officers  and  men,  and  essentially  coniriburcd 
to  the  favourable  and  important  result  which 
soon  afterwards  occurred. 

99. — ^The  officers  at  Hydrabad  could  have 
no  doubt  of  t!ie  general  object  which  the 
government  had  in  view  in  the  appointment 
of  colonel  Close  to  the  command  of  the 
subsidiary  force;  that  thev  were  awape  that 
they  had  already  incurred  the  penally  of 
mutiny  and  rebellion,  they  wefe  bourid  to 
support  what  was  termed  the  cau.«>e  ol  the 
army,  by  the  most  solemn  pledges,  they  bad 
in  fact  been  the  instigators  of  rcbellioa 
throughout  the  army«  which  looked  up  to 
them  for  support ;  and  they  felt  that  if  colo- 
nel Close  were  allowed  to  assume  the  com- 
mand  of  the  force,  his  W':ll-kr>own  character, 
and  personal  weight  and  influence  with  the 
Native  troops,  would  speedily  remove  the 
veil  which  they  had  drawn  over  tlieir  own 
conduct,  and.  by  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
sepoys  to  the  guilt  and  destruction  in  which 
their  officers  were  endeavouring  to  involve 
them,  at  once  defeat  their  plans. 

93. — With  the  view  of  preventing  this 
result,  and  maintaining  their  influence  over 
the  minds  of  the  troops,  various  misrepre- 
seniaiions  were  circulated  among  them.  Pri- 
vate information  was  received,  that  the  mea 
were  told  that  it  was  the  intention  of  govern- 
ment to  disband  half  the  battalions,  to  reduce 
the  pay  of  both  officers  and  men,  and  in  the 
event  of  resistance  being  made  to  these  ar- 
rangements, that  the  king's  iroops  would  be 
ordered  to  march  against  them,  and  put  ihetn 
all  to  the  sword.  The  men  were  ar  ihc  same 
time  assured  that  fiieit  cffirers  vrere  deter- 
mined to  protect  them,  to  stand  by  them  to 
the  la5t,  and  to  assist  them  in  opposing  the 
unjust  and  arbitrary  decrees  of  a  government 
equally  hostile  to  thi  m  all.  Other  arguments 
ot  this  nature  were  employed  to  misled 
and,  irritate  the  minds  of  the  Native  troopc, 
and  thev  were  pauicularly  caufioned  agaiost 
colonel  Close,  who  they  were  informed  was 
charged  with  the  execution  of  these  obnoxi- 
ous measures. 

94.—- The  most  vigilant  exertions  were 
also  etn ployed  by  the  officers,  tQ  suppress 
and  keep  from  the  knowledge  of  the  men, 
the  general  orders  and  proclamations  whtch 
we  had  deemed  it  expedient  to  address  fo  the 
Native  troops,  and  also  to  conceal  from  tbcm 
the  line  of  conduct  adopted  by  the  Native 
officers  and  men  at  the  other  siaiioos  of  the 
army. 

95. — Under  these  circumstances,  and  at 
the  same  time  awed  by  the  presence,  aod 
probably  by  the  threats  of  their  officer,  it 
cannot  be  matter  of  surprise  that  the  men 
should  have  resisted  at  the  moment  the  stre- 
nuous endeavours  of  colonel  Closi  10  esta- 
blish his  authority  over  them.  But  the  deep 
impression  which  the  conduct  of  cdoaei 
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Z  bse  on  the  8th  of  August  produced  on  their 
nindsf  soon  became  apparent :  it  induced 
hem  to  reflect  upon  the  situation  of  affairs ; 
t  di^overed  to  them  the  real  view«  and  de- 
igns of  their  officers;  an4  wr  are  persuaded, 
Ujt  its  immcdntc  cfFecis  essentially  contri- 
>  ited  to  the  early  submission  of  the  officers» 
iV  convincing  them  that  the  men  would  not 
oin  in  cheir  plans  of  revolt. 

96. — Upon  the  departure  of  colonel  Close 
"i  oin  Hydrabad,  the  committee  at  that  station 
f  ispitched  a  requisition  to  the  detachment  at 
JTdulnah  to  join  them  without  delay.  Sevc- 
<«1  applications  to  the  same  effect  had  been 
previously  made  to  ihe'letachment  at  Jaulnah* 
i\'ith  which  thev  had  not  however  .thought 
proper  to  comply. 

97 — The  sprit  of  rebellion  appeared  to 
:)rcak  out  now  among  all  the  comjMnv*s 
:roops  which  had  rot  been  secured  on  the  side 
of  the  govcrrimeni  by  the  operation  of  our 
~»rdcrs  of  tho  fiSih  of  July,  and  daily  mani« 
rested  its -if  in  open  acts  of  violence,  out- 
ragf*,  and  rfvolt. 

98. — The  officer!  at  Hydrabad,  in  addition 
to  th'\r  requisitions  10  the  troops  at  J^ulnah, 
summoned  'he  corps  at  M^su'^a^ir*!.  and  in 
the  nonhern  Cirrars.  lo  jotu  ihe.n  wuh  all 
rxpodifion  ;  ind  no  douSi  can  be  tncc^t^ined 
that  thfv  had  resolved  10  p  r^'-vere  in  the 
p^iilt  of  rebellion,  and  to  march  mto  the 
Carnatic  for  the  purpose  of  subvening  the  go- 
vernment. 

99. — The  troops  at  Masulipa'am  continued 
in  a  state  of  open  mutiny,  and  had  actually 
made  the  necessary  pre parii ions  for  their 
march  towards  Hydrabad. 

100. — A  garrison  order  directing  the  troops 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march,  and 
orders  to  the  different  dep^irtments  to  prepare 
the  necessary  equipments  for  their  accommoda- 
tion, were  issued  by  major  Storey  a$  senior 
olliccr. 

lot. — The  officers  of  the  1st  battalion  of 
the  2|ih  regiment  at  Ellore,  seized  the  per- 
son of  (h;tr  commanding  officer,  lieutenant- 
colonel  Fletcher,  who  had  formed  a  plan 
to  remove  them  from  the  exercise  of  the 
military  functions,  and  drove  him  from  the 
place. 

102. — This  zealous  and  spirited  officer 
had  ascertained,  that  the  whole  of  the  officers 
of  his  battalion  were  hostile  to  the  authority 
of  the  government,  and  4iad  entered  into 
the  lebellious  combination  which  pervaded  so 
large  a  proportion  of  the  army.  He  accord- 
ingly determined  to  remove  them  from  the 
exercise  of  authority,  and  by  these  means 
to  secure  the  fidelity  of  his  cor^ ;  and  he 
would  have  succeeded  in  the  execution  of  this 
determination,  but  for  the  treachery  of  bis 
Native  adjutant,  to  whom  he  had  communi- 
cated his  iutemion,  and  who  betrayed  him  to 
the  officers. 

103.— The  battalions  at  Samulcottah,  Chi- 
cacole,  and  Vizagapatam,  had  seized  the  pub- 
lic treasure  in  their  respective  districts,  and 
commeoced  their  march  to  the  southward. 


for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  Hvdrabad  subsi- 
diary force,  and  thegarnsonof  Masulipatam, 

104. — The  garrison  of  Scrin^^patam  con- 
tinued in  a  state  of  active  hostility  against 
the  troops  of  the  government,  and  ir  was  con- 
cluded that  thcforre  at  Jau I nah  would  com- 
mence Ihcir  march  immrdiatt'ly  to  join  the 
rebellious  troops  at  Hydrabad,  and  in  the 
northern  Circars. 

105. — A  large  proportion  of  the  officers 
of  the  company's  service  had  now  placed 
themselves  in  a  state  of  declared  rebellion 
to  their  country  ;  and  in  siiup?ions  where 
they  still  retainellhe  'tommand  of  their  corps, 
they  had  employed  misrcpnsenta  ion,  srduc- 
tion,  promises,  and  threats,  to  engage  iheir 
men  to  supv>ort  them,  and  had  actually  com- 
menced a  civil  war. 

106. — Having  found  that  measures  of  mo- 
deration and  forbearance  were  entirely  nuga- 
tory, that  we  had  appealed  in  vain  10  «he 
discipline,  duty,  national  attachment, v  and 
professional  honour  of  the  company's  officers  j 
that,  on  the  contrarv,  the  spirit  of  rebellion 
was  daily  gaining  ground,  and  threatened 
the  most  calamitous  consequences  to  the  Bri- 
tish empire  in  India  ;  we  felt  ourselves  com- 
pelled to  have  recourse  to  the  most  vigorous 
and  decided  measures  for  the  preservation 
of  the  state,  and  to  prepare  even  for  the  em- 
ployment of  a  military  force  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  this  daring  and  unprecedented  revolt. 
In  this  arduous  situation,  it  was  a  most  gra- 
tifying circumstance,  that  the  distinguished 
zeal  and  loyalty  of  hit  majesty's  tioops,  and 
of  a  considerable  number  of  the  most  re- 
spectable of  the  company's  officers,  the  fa- 
vourable result  of  the  decided  measures 
which  we  had  already  adoprcd.  and  the  timely 
assistance  which  we  received  from  the  go- 
vernments of  Ceylon  and  Bombay,  enabled 
us  to  make  the  most  efficient  airangcmcnts 
for  the  prompt  suppression  of  this  unnatural 
rebellion. 

107. — The  operation  of  the  orders  of  the 
26th  of  July  had  secured  the  services  of  all  the 
Native  troops  to  the  southward  of  the  river 
Kistnab,  with  'he  exception  of  the  garrison 
of  S^-ringapatam;  and  in  addition  to  his  ma- 
jesty\  regiments  '  serving  on  this  establish- 
ment,' a  regiment  of  European  infantry  had 
arrived  from  Bombay*  a  large  proportion  of 
two  regiments,  and  a  detachment  of  roval 
artillery  from  Ceylon,  and  another  of  nis 
majesty's  regiments  was  on  its  march  from 
Goa 

108. — The  only  troops  in  rebellion  which 


could  oppose  resistance  in  the  field  to  the 
British  forces,  were  those  at  Hydrabad  ,'Jaul- 
Dah,  and  in  the    dOrrhern  division   of^^  the 


army ;  and  it  appeared  to  be  indispensably 
requisite,  that  a  considerable  body  of  troops 
should  be  put  in  motion  towards  Hydrabad* 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  force  there 
at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  of  pre- 
venting their  march  to.  the  southward,  in 
the  event  of  their  having  determined  to  adopt 
that  course  of  procee£ogy  of  isainuimug 
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tranquillity  in  the  dominions  of  his  highness 
the  Nizam,  of  preventing  the  incursion  of 
•ny  of  the  large  bodies  of  predatory  horse 
which  were  assembled  on  our  northern  fron- 
tier, and  generally,  of  acting  in  support  of 
the  interests  of  the  state,  as  circumstances 
might  dictate. 

109.—  Anangements  were  accordingly  m?dc 
for  the  formation  of  a  force  in  the  Ceded  dis- 
tricts, of  iSjOOo  men,  of  which  upwards 
of  4000  consisted  of  Europeans,  and  it  was 
intended  10  place  this  force  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Close,  who  was  returning 
slowly  from  Hyderabad,  in  order  that  he 
ipight  be  in  readiness  to  join  it.  A  respec- 
table force  under  the  command  of  lieute- 
tenant>colonel  Davis  blockaded  Seringapa- 
tam,  and  maintained  the  public  authority  in 
Mysore. 

i  10. — A  considerable  detachment  was  form- 
ed in  the  southern  dlvi«iioii  under  colonel 
M^ilkinson,  and  put  in  motion  towards  Tin- 
ncvelly,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  tranquil- 
lity in  Travancore  ;  and  an  efficient  force, 
under  the  commnnd  of  licuttnani-colunel' 
Hare,  was  retained  in  the  virinity  of  the 
prciidency,  iin  order  to  proicct  the  seat  of 
covcrnmenr,  and  be  in  rcatliness  ro  sn|>j>ort 
the  public  auihoriry  in  any  other  quarter. 

111.— These  arr«i!ij;enicnis  were  conducted 
by  the  officers  to  whom  they  were  intrusted, 
with  the  greatest  zeal  and  energy,  and  were 
calculated  to  suppiess  the  rebellion  at  an  early 
period  of  time. 

11  a. —  Lieutenant  -  colonel  Conran,  with 
the  toKc  place  under  his  command, 
commenced  his  march  from  the  Mount 
on  the  i3ih  ol  August.  This  force  pro- 
ceeded to  Gootty,  the  ^int  of  junction 
with  the  troops  from  Goa  and  the  Ceded 
districts. 

113.— We  judged  it.  to  be  expedient,  al 
this  momentous  juncture,  to  publish  to  the 


armv  a  general  order  (dated  the  I2ih  of  Au- 
cuit)  stating  the  measures  of  moderation  and 
forbearance  which  we  had  pursued,  with  re- 


spect to  the  disaffected  officers,  the  obstmaie 
and  criminal  perseverance  of  those  officers 
in  a  course  ot  sedition  and  revolt,  and  ihc 
necessity  which  was  imposed  on  us,  of  adopt- 
ing the  most  strenuous  and  determined  mea- 
sures for  the  raaintenancc  of  the  public  au- 
thority, and  the  preservaiiou  of  xhc  national 
interests. 

114. — We  have  already  stated,  that  the 
Native  troops,  at  all  the  stations  where  the 
prescr.ce  of  his  majesty''!  regiments  facilitated 
the  enforcement  of  our  orders  of  tha  fi6th 
of  July,  manifested  the  most  unshaken  hde- 
lity  to  the  state  ;  but  as  these  orders  could  not 
be  carried  into  eflVct  at  Hydrabad,  Joulnah, 
and  in  the  Northern  division,  the  Sepoys, 
ignorant  of  the  real  situation  of  affiiirs,  con- 
tmued  under  the  influence  and  control  of  their 
European  officers. 

115. — Wc,  however,  omitted  no  suitable 
means  of  rendering  the  whole  of  -the  Na- 
'  tive  army  acquainted  with  the  real  designs  of 


heir  European  officers  ;  a  general  order  ym 
published  for  this  purpose,  on  the  3d  of 
August,  stating,  that  we  judged  it  proper  to 
atmounce  to  the  Native  troops»  that  the  very 
improper  conduct  of  some  of  the  European 
officers  of  the  company's  service,  and  the 
refusal  of  others  to  acknowledge  their  alle- 
giance to  the  government,  bad  rendered  it 
indispensably  necessary  to  icmovcy  for  a  time, 
a  considerable  number  of  European  officcn 
from  the  exercise  of  authority.  That  this 
measure,  however,  would  not,  m  any  respea, 
ati'ect  the  sitaatiod  of  the  Native  troops, 
who  must  know,  that  their  fixst  doty  is  to 
the  government  which  they  serve,  and  from 
which  all  authority  is  derived.  That  we  coo- 
tinued  to  entertain  the  same  solicitude  for  the 
welfare  and  comfort  of  the  Native  troops, 
which  had  been  invariably  manifested  by  the 
British  government.  That  we  had  no  inten- 
tion of  making  any  change  in  their  situatioa, 
and  that  we  expected  the  Native  troops  would 
display,  on  every  emergency,  the  umhakeo 
fidelity  to  government,  which  constitutes  the 
first  duty  of  a  soldier ;  that  they  wouki  dbcf 
with  zeal  the  orders  of  the  officers  whom 
the  government  might  place  in  authority  over 
them;  that  they  would  refuse  a  belief^  to  all 
reports  calculated  to  agitate  their  minds,  and 
dmiinish  their  confidence  in  the  govemtncm; 
and  that  they  would  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  involved  in  measures  in  any  respect  advene 
to  their  duty  and  allegiance. 

116. — Wc  conclude  by  expressing  oor 
approbation  of  the  good  conduct  which  bad 
been  recently  manifested  by  the  Native  troops 
at  the  presidency,  in  the  camp,  at  the  mouot, 
at  Trichinopoly,  and  Vcllore;  and  by  de- 
claring our  confidence,  that  their  behaviour 
woula  be  equally  correct  and  loyal  at  all 
other  stations  of  thie  army.  Translations  of 
this  order  were  circulatea,  and  communica- 
tions were  road<  to  all  the  Native  corps, 
calling  upon  them  to  adhere  to  their  allegiance 
and  duty. 

117. — A  proclamation  was  also  issued  on 
the  9th  of  August,  declaring  that  all  troops, 
movmg  without  orders,  were  to  be  considci- 
ed  to  be  in  open  rebellion  against  the  ff>- 
vernment,  i  and  to  be  opposed  accordingly, 
by  all  civil  and  military  officers. 

118.— These  measures  produced  djemoK 
beneficial  effects,  and,  together  with  the 
impression  made  by  colonel  Close's  exenwos 
at  Hydrabad,  on  the  3d  of  August,  induced 
the  Native  troops  there  to  express  to  ibeir 
officers,  their  determination  to  adhere  to 
allegiance  to  the  government,  and  not  to 
marx:h  without  our  orders.  This  circutn- 
stance,  combined  with  the  advance  of  ibc 
lar^^e  force  in  movements  towards  Hydrabad, 
and  our  declared  determination  to  maintain 
our  authority,  discovered  to  the  officen  the 
desperate  situation  in  which  they  were  in- 
volved. In  a  private  letter  of  the  6th  of 
August,  from  the  resident  at  Hydrabad  to 
the  miiiuiy  seacury  of  our  prcsiaeoTi  itv« 
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•  iggeafed,  that  a  genera]  amnesty  would  ip- 
ciuce  the  force  to  return  to  their  allegiance, 
as  they  now  saw  noting  but  ruin  could  at- 
tend their  ftinher  perseverance  in  their  cri- 
minal course  of  proceeding.  Any  intention, 
however,  of  granting  an  amnesty,  or  of 
listening  to  any  terms,  but  unconditional  »ub- 
mission  to  authority,  was  dis  inctly  dis- 
avowed in  our  president's  reply  to  captain 
Sydenham. 

119. — On  the  ijih  of  August  the  whole 
of  the  officers  of  the  subsidiary  force  spon- 
taneously subscribed  the  declaration  of  the 
^th  of  July,  offered  their  unconditional  sub- 
mission to  the  authority  of  the  government, 
and,  '\n  an  address  to  the  right  honourable 
the  governor-general  (whose  arrival  was  daily 
expected  at  the  Presidency)  expressed  a  hope, 
that  his  lordship  would  be  pleased  to  grant 
a  general  amnesty  to  the  army,  for  the  part 
they  had  taken  ,in  the  late  irregularities. — 
They,  at  the  same  time,  circulated  to  several 
of  the  stations  of  the  army,  a  paper,  suting, 
that  imperious  circumstances  and  mature  re- 
flection had  induced  them  to  i'lf^n  the  decla- 
ration^ and  that  they  earnestly  mtreatcd  ihcir 
brother  officers  to  follow  their  example; 
and  submit  to  the  authority  of  the  govcin- 
tnent. 

120,— An  addresi  of  the  most  violent  and 
intemperate  nature,  dated  the  yth  of  August^ 
had  been  received  by  us  from  the  garrison  at 
NIasulipatam.  The  events,  however,  which 
took  place  at  Hydrabao,  on  the  1  tth  of  Au- 
gust, soon  opened  the  eyes  of  that  garrison 
to  a  sense  of  their  situation. 

I2i.— We  have  already  stated,  that  at  ao 
early  stage  of  tho- mutiny  at  Masuiipatam, 
we  had  authorized  the  grant  of  a  pardon  to 
the  men,  with  the  view  of  separating  their 
cause  from  that  of  their  officers;  but  that 
^lieutenant-colonel  Malcolm  had  not  judged 
it  to  be  expedient  to  carry  that  mea&ure  into 
effect* 

122.— The  orders  of  the  26th  of  July  had 
been  transmitted  to  major-general  r;ii*r, 
bu,  as  we  have  before  observed,  that  officer 
abstained  from  making  any  attempt  10  carry 
them  into  execution. 

123. — Although  the  men  were  not  origi- 
nally disposed  to  deviate  from  their  duty 
it  was  probable  that  the  scenes  of  irregu- 
larity in  which  they  had  now  been  so 
long  engaged,  would  have  almost  eradicaied 
from  their  minds  all  sense  of  subordination ; 
we  nevertheless  were  not  without  hopes 
that  they  might  still  be  recalled  to  their 
duty,  and  were  of  opinion  that  a  proclama- 
tion of  pardon  might  induce  them  to  submit 
to  the  authority  of  the  government,  and 
save  themselves  from  the  punishment  due 
to  their  crimes.  We  accordingly  repeated 
pur  iustructions  ou  this  subject  to  ^lajor- 
general  Pater,  who  having  paraded  the 
troops  made  a  tender  of  pardon  to  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  of  the 
Madras  European  regiment,  and  to  the 
Native  coxnmissioacd^on-cominissioned  offi- 


cers and  priYatet  of  the  Snd  battalion  19th 
regiment  Native  Infantry,  upon  condition 
that  they  would  support  his  authority  and 
return  to  their  duty  to  the  state.  Thit 
offi2r,  however,  was  generally  rejected,  with 
a  con&iderible  degree  of  clamour,  because 
their  officers  were  not  included  in  the 
pardon. 

124. — From  the  confidence  with  which 
the  officers  allowed  General  Pater  to  com- 
municate with  the  men,  it  may  be  concluded 
that  they  had  fully  prepared  them  for  the 
occasion,  and  that  thej  bad  completely  suc- 
ceeded in  extinguishing  in  their  minds  all 
sense  of  duty  and  discipline. 

125.— On  the  16th  of  August,  however, 
the  officers  at  Masulipatam  having  received 
intelligence  of  the  submission  of  the  Hy- 
drabad  subsidiary  force,  Major  Storey  and 
Captain  Andrews  addressed  a  letter  to 
General  Pater,  stating,  that  the  time  was 
arrived  when  they  found  that  they  could  no 
longer  oppose  the  authority  of  the  govern* 
ment  without  injury  to  the  interests  of 
their  country ;  that  they  therefore  invited 
him  to  assume  the  command  of  the  garri- 
son,  and  pledged  ihemiclves,  upon  the 
honour,  to  obey  all  his  commands,  and 
submit  entirely  to  his  authority.  On  the 
same  day  General  Pnter  proceeded  to  the 
•  fort,  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  the  com- 
mand, and  ot  receiving  the  signatures  ot 
the  officers  to  the  declaration  of  allegiance. 

126. — General  Pater  found  the  garrison 
in  a  state  of  the  greatest  agitation,  arising 
from  the  apprehension,  on  the  part  of  the 
men  of  the  Madras  European  regiment, 
that  this  sudden  change  in  the  conduct  of 
the  officers,  and  their  readiness  to  sign  the 
declaration,  indicated  an  intention  of  de- 
serting their  cause,  and  of  abandoning  them 
to  punishment;  General  Pater,  in  conse- 
quence, judged  it  to  be  expedient  not  to 
present  the  declaration  to  the  officers  for 
signature,  and  to  rest  satislicd  with  the  wil- 
lingness which  all  of  them  had  nianifested 
to  subscribe  it. 

127.— The  agitation,  however,  continued 
among  the  men;  they  assembled  tumultu- 
ously,  and  threatened  to  shoot  any  officer 
who  should  offer  to  sign  the  declaration. 
General  Pater  states,  that  not  knowing  to 
what  extremes  this  agitation  might  lead, 
and  apprehensive  of  the  occurrence  of  a 
scene  of  disorder,  he  was  induced  to  yield 
to  the  clamours  of  the  soldiery,  and  pro- 
mise, in  the  name  of  the  government,  a 
general  pardon  to  both  officers  and  men. 

128. — This  proceeding  pacified  the  men 
for  the  moment,  but  they  still  were  unable 
to  account  for  the  sudden  change  in  the 
plans  of  their  officers,  and  continued  to 
apprehend  some  concealed  treachery  towards 
themselves. 

129.— The  confusion  and  disorder  pre- 
vailed during  the  whole  of  the  next  day. 


and  180  men  of  the  European  regiment^ 


with  a  few  artillery-men,  came  to  the 
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this  resolution  General  Pater  appears  to 
hare  given  his  consent,  and  the  party 
marched  under  charge  oi  officers  who  were 
selected  by  the  men,  and  who  were  per- 
miited  by  General  Pater  to  accompany 
them.  After  the  departure  of  this  detach- 
ment, tranquillity  and  subordination  were 
completely  restored  in  the  garrison,  and  the 
whole  of  tiie  officers  signed  the  declaration. 
130.— The  treasure  which  had  been 
seized  at  Cocanada  was  restored  by  the  offi- 
cers who  had  taken  possession  of  it,  on 
finding,  as  they  stated,  that  the  general 
opposition  of  the  army  to  the  measures  of 
the  government  ought  no  longer  to  exist. 

J 3 1. —The  first  battalion  of  the  11th 
regiment  also  returned  to  Samulcottab,  and 
the  officers  signed  the  declaration. 

.  f 3.^  — All  the  officers  in  the  northern 
division  followed  the  example  of  the  garri- 
ion  of  Masuiipatam,  and  signed  the  decla- 
ration  successively,  as  intelligence  reached 
them  of  the  submission  of  the  Hydrabad 
force. 

133.— MaJDr-general  Pater  took  upon 
himself  to  extend  the  pardon,  which  he 
had  granted  to  the  garrison  of  Masuiipa- 
tam, to  all  the  officers  in  the  northern  divi- 
sion. We  considered  it  our  duty,  however, 
to  lose  no  time  in  distinctly  disavowing  the 
pardon  granted  by  General  Pater,  as  bcrig 
an  act  for  which  he  had  no  authority.  We 
at  the  same  time  directed  the  Madras  Euro- 
pean re^ment,  and  the  battalion  of  the 
19th  regiment  of  Native  infantry,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  presidency,  with  a  view  to  re- 
move th«m  from  a  scene  where  they  had 
witnessed  every  species  of  disorder  and 
irrcgularitv,  and  of  bringing  them  more 
immediately  under  the  controul  of  autho- 
rity. 

1 34. — Whilst  these  occurrences  were  pass- 
ing to  the  northward.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Davis  had  continued  to  blockade  Seringa- 
patam,  and  to  cut  off  all  supplies  from  the 
garrison.  « 

135. — A  sally  had  been  made  on  the  My- 
sore side,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Turner,  but  without  any  effect ;  and  seve- 
ral letters  had  been  addressed  by  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Bell  to  the  governor,  and  to 
Major-general  Gowdie,  the  contsnts  of 
which  were  of  the  same  extravagant  nature 
IS  those  of  the  letter  from  that  officer  al- 
ready notced.  When  the  officers,  how- 
ever, received  information  that  the  force  at 
Hydrabad  had  submitted  unconditionally, 
and  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  their 
obtaining  support  and  aJ.ibtance,  the  whole 
of  the  troops  which  composed  the  garrison 
surrendered  at  discretion,  and  marchtd  out 
in  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  Augist.  leav- 
ing their  arms  upon  the  parade ;  tiie  corps 
were  separated,  and  march-d  to  different 
•tations  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
fort,  to  await  our  orders  respecting  them. 
The  dec)araiiou  with  the  uignatures  or  the 
Olttcers  in  berin^aoacam.  was  accomoanicd 


by  a  very  intemperate  and  seditions  addra 
to  the  governor-general,  by  no  means  coo- 
sistent  with  a  reluming  sense  of  duty. 

136«— The  senior  officer  of  the  garrisoo, 
the  ofhcers  commanding  corps,  and  those 
who  had  been  particularly  active  in  tbe 
rebellion,  were  ordered  into  close  arrest, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  oKicers  were 
placed  in  arrest  at  large,  until  such  time  as 
the  pleasure  of  the  governor-general  should 
be  known  respecting  them. 

137. — The  artillery  and  the  Nadve  batta- 
lions had  their  arms  restored  to  them,  and 
those  corps  we^e  placed  under  the  orders  of 
officers  in  his  majesty's  service. 

138.— The  detachment  at  Jaulnah.  ia 
compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  Hj* 
dr^bad  force,  already  noticed,  quitted  thar 
post,  and  advanced  towards  Hydrabad  on 
the  10th  of  August,  the  troops  having  beet 
previously  harangued  by  Lieut cnant-colooel 
Doveton,  with  the  view  of  insuring  their 
steady  adherence  to  the  cause  of  the  officers. 
1 39. — ^The  annexed  declarations,  several 
copies  of  which  were  found  in  the  private 
letters  from  Jaulnah,  intercepted  bv  our 
orders,  signed  by  Lieut eoant- colonel  t)Dve- 
ton,  and  the  whole  of  the^  misguided  offi- 
cers of  that  detachment,  and  circulated 
Kreviou!.ly  to  their  march,  will,  no  doubt, 
e  perused  by  your  honourable  committee 
with  equal  concern  and  astonishment. 

140.— On  the  15th  of  August  the  force 
reached  Partorr  about  thirty  miles  to  tbe 
southward  of  Jaulnah :  at  this  place  they 
received  information  from  tbe  officers  at 
Hydrabad,  that  they  had  submitted  to  the 
authority  of  the  government,  and  that  the 
presence  of  the  Jaulnah  force  was  neither 
required  nor  wished  for  by  the  officers  of 
the  force  at  Hydrabad.  The  Jaulnali  force, 
in  consequence,  returned  to  that  station, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  18th  of  August. 
141.— Lieutenant-Colonel  Doveton  ^ubse• 

Suently  endeavoured  to  justify  his  own  con- 
uct,  bv  stating,  thai  the  troops  having 
resolved  on  proceeding  with  him,  he  thought 
it 'advisable  to  accompany  them,  in  order  to 
prevent  bloodshed,  and  that  he  had  with 
difficulty  prevailed  upon  them  to  return  to 
Jaulnah. 

142.— The  intercepted  letters,  however, 
leave  no  room  to  'loubt,  that  he  was  the 
leader  in  the  rebellious  proceeding  of  the 
force  under  his  command  ;  and  a  degree  of 
guilt  attaches  to  his  cocduct,  proportionate 
to  the  importance  of  the  charge  confided 
to  him. 

143.— The  submission  of  the  force  st 
Jaulnah  completely  terminated  the  dariDg 
course  of  opposition  to  the  public  autho- 
rity, which  had  been  pursued  by  the  dis- 
aftectcd  officers,  and  the  whole  army  re- 
turned to  its  'iuty. 

144. — I.  Mill  he  a  most  satisfactory  rrflcc- 
tlou  'f-youi  Vonourablt  commu  ec,  that  this 
hit;!;iy  imjvjrtaiu  rcs^di  has  been  ob(  i))ed 
without  the  least  compraaiiN  of  the  aaihonty 
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of  the  govcmmfnt,  and  without  involving  a 
condition  in  any  lespect  incompatible  with  iis 
honour  and  digiity. 

14^. — We  have  every  reason  to  believe, 
that  me  troops  at  Hydrabad  would  not  have 
marched  against  the  ^uvt.  foment,  and  that  the 
disatfccicd  ofliccrs  would  cveiy  where  have 
been  very  soon  emirtlyabctndcnedbv'thcirmen, 
if  they  had  persisiea  m  their  couisc  ot  revolt. 
£vcnif  ihey  had  experienced  a  firmer  sup- 
port 10  their  cause  from  the  troops  to  the 
northward  of  the  Ki^tiiah,  they  could  not 
have  sustained  the  attack  of  the  powerful 
force  which  would  have  been  brought  against 
them.  By  their  tiniciy  submission  ihey  avei  t- 
cd  the  afflicting  co;-s.  t^^ucnccs  which,  in  ci- 
ther case,  must  have  iallen  on  themselves. 
That  submission  is  regarded  by  us  with  seiui- 
ments  of  the  most  cordial  satisfaaioo,  as  it 
has  afforded  to  the  pubhc  interests  all.  ihe  ad- 
vantages of  success,  Without  the  evils  of  a  con- 
test in  arms. 

i46.— It  is  a  most  gratifying  part  of  our 
duty,  to  express  to  your  Jjonourable  commit- 
tee, the  sentiments  of  approbation  and  confi- 
deiKe  that  have  been  cxtiied  inour  minds  by 
the  conduct  of  parts  of  the  army  acting  under 
this  government.  Our  first  acknowieug- 
mcnts  are  due  to  his  majesty^s  troopi,  who 
have  manifested,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
the  greatest  zeal,  loyalty,  obedience  and  dis- 
cipline, during  the  late  com'uoiiotis.  Al- 
though endeavours  were  employed  to  seduce 
aome  of  his  majesty's  ('roops  fiom  iheii  duiy, 
they  were  resisted  with  the  irost  honoun^ble 
firmness.  Our  confidence  in  |he  support  of 
his  majesty's  service,  afforded  considerable  en- 
couragement to  the  prosecution  of  thoie  decid- 
ed measures,  which  have  saved  the  govern- 
ment from  the  evils  of  anarchy,  and  nnhrary 
tisurpation.  Indeed,  the  exemplary  conduct 
of  those  troops  was  conspicuous  on  every  oc- 
C^on,  and  gives  them  the  itronj;est  claims  to 
the  approbation  of  their  sovereign  and  their 
country. 

147. — A  number  of  able  and  respectable  oK 
ficers  of  the  company's  service,  also  displayed 
during  the  whole  ot  the  transactions  winch  we 
have  described,  a  zealous  spirit  ol  pitrioti^m, 
and  affdrded.  by  their  steady  adherence  to  their 
duty,  by  their  exertions  and  example,  a  useful 
aixl  sea*)onable  support  to  the  mcM^ureJ•  of  <Uc 
government.  The  conduct  of  the  na'ivc 
troops  panicularly  deserves  our  commenda- 
tion. Exposed  to  seduction  by  ofht  ers  to 
whom  the)' were  taught  to  look  up  with  sen- 
timents of  respect  and  obedience,  and  jitu- 
rally  ignorant  of  the  true  situation  of  aff<is» 
they  were  placed  in  a  situation  pai(icu*Hily 
calculated  to  mislead  them  from  ihv^r  du»y. 
Notwithstanding  these  circumstances,  the  na- 
tive rroop»  mat  1  tested  a  firm  and  uii»hakrn  at- 
tach itent  to  their  a;lej^iance,  they  obryed  wih 
jtfrfdi:  C'N,  ch.t  tuior^s,  and  ztai  the  otfit.rs 
Wh  )Tt  w.»  paced  in  dUtboMtv  ovci  tb«  m,  ^nd 
ibaniof  cd  t*-  c.ms  of  t  i'  t^  officers  wbetu  ver 
th*v  hjd  rhc  rn,.,'*sof  ^<^  «  ve  ^  iheirrealdc- 
su!Lt.  rhctouUuciot  .ticiiJ.ivr .,.» .;'H."nti'lc* 


them,  in  an  eminent  d^'grec,  to  the  confidence 
of  the  government,  and  removes  any  doubis 
that  mav  have  been  excited  by  former  cv-nis, 
of  their  hdelity  and  attachment. 

148. — To  express  to  your  honourable  com- 
mittee our  sentiments  respecting  all  the  of- 
ficers who  merit  our  approbation,  would  ex- 
rend  this  report  beyond  the  limits  which  we 
aredesirousof  prescribing  to  oursclvei.  But 
wf  consider  it  to  be  an  act  of  indispensable 
justircjto  express  our  sense  of  the  benefit 
which  the  public  inierests  have  derived  from 
the  assist.Mice  which  wc  leceived  from  major- 
general  Gnwdie,  the  officer  commanding  the 
army  in  chief,  wIto,  throughout  the  late  pe- 
riod ot  comtnciion,  hasmmilested  the  same 
hor^ourablc  and  loval  principles  which  have  al- 
ways disnnguishtd  his  character,  and  who,  by 
his  conduct  and  example,  has  afiordcd  us  the 
most  importaot  aid  in  maimaining  the  public 
amhority. 

149. — It  is  also  our  duty  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  your  honourable  committee,  the 
zealous  and  able  conduct,  in  the  execution  of 
our  orders,  of  mijor-gcn.  Cokcr,  commar^d- 
injpn  the  Ceded  districts,  Col.Close, Col.  Wil- 
kinson, commanding  the  southern  division  of 
the  army,  lieutenant-colonel  Connn,  who 
commanded  rhc  troops  at  Fort  St.  George, 
lieutenant-colonel  Davis,  commanding  at  My- 
sore, and  iicutenant-coloncl  Hare,  command- 
ing the  centre  division  of  the  army. 

150. — We  have  great  pleasure  in  being  able 
to  state,  that  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the 
company's  dominions  under  this  presidency, 
suffr  red  no  interruption  during  the  late  com- 
motions in  the  army.  Ihe  revenues  have 
been  realized  in  th"*  most  satisfactory  manner, 
^and  no  dispo>i!icui  has  been  manifesicd  by  the 
people  to  ;ake  advantage  of  those  commotions* 
Our  external  gelations  have  also  continued  UQ- 
intcnup'Cd 

j^i.—  vVc  have  already  staled  to  your  ho- 
nouiable  commiut :,  in  our  letter  of  the  6ih 
instant,  that  wc  hid  t  •>iMvcd,for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  rij^ht  ho  ,  >u  xble  the  governor 
general,  the  measure*  w  Mf  b  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  adopt  with  re^pvCt  to  the  officers  who 
have  beet)  prin>  ipally  concerned  in  the  late 
criminal  proceed  lijiS.  as  wd I  as  anv  arrange- 
inenu  which  may  be  requisite  to  afford  to  the 
goveriinient  complete  srrurity  agaiosC  thcrc- 
currrnceof  similii  disortlrr.-. 
Wc  have  the  honoui  to  be, 

with  me  grca;  sf    cp  ec 

hoiiourdble  Sns, 
your  faithful,  humble  ^ervants^ 

G.  f4.  B^RioW, 
W.  Ph. not, 
T    Oar/s, 
J.  H.  Casamajor* 

ij.h  S". .  .  1809    ' 

No  1  —T     Majur  )^eaer«u  Q^ffdlc,  cc«U 
oiaiidiog  tiic  «rmy. 
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Sir, 

It  is  with  regret  I  have  to  state  to  yoa, 
that  the  government  order  of  the  1  »t  of 
May,  has  caused  an  uneasiness  in  the  minds 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  company's  officers 
belonging'  to  this  force.  They  had  cer- 
tainly shewn  the  greatest  degree  of  mode- 
ration, in  regard  to  the  events  which  have 
of  late  so  much  agitated  the  army,  and,  I  am 
persuaded,  were  anxious  to  avoid  any  discus- 
sion that  could  disturb  their  quiet ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, they  conceived  that,  by  the  or- 
der in  question,  the  army  would  suppose  they 
implicitly  approverJ  ot  some  late  acts  of 
government,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not 
the  case,  notwithstanding  the  respectful  and 
proper  silence  the  officers  have  shewn. 

As  soon  as  I  heard  the  effifct  the  order  bad , 
I  used  my  influence  in  strongly  recommend- 
a  continuation  of  the  same  contluct,  which 
had  been  marked  by  the  approbation  of  go- 
vernment, stated  how  creditable  it  was  to 
the  force,  and  that  the  orders  was  of  course 
never  intended  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  sub- 
sidiary force  approving  or  disapproving  the 
acts  of  government,  but,  mere'y  in  justice 
to  the  officers,  took  notice  of  their  correct 
conduct.  An  impression  of  a  coutrary  nature 
IS,  however,  so  strong  in  the  minds  of  the 
great  majority,  thai  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  not  rest  satisfied  until  it  is  explained. 

To  give  orders  against  the  promlilgation 
of  an  address,  vhich,  I  was  convinced, 
would  be  made,  was  likely  only  to  cause 
irritation,  and  not  to  be  attended  with  any 
good  effect,  but  I  used  all  the  influence  I 
possessed,  to  urge  the  officers,  in  any  ex- 
pressioir  of  their  sentiments,  not  to  permit 
the  most  distant  idci  being  entertained,  that 
any  act  contrary  to  the  strict  rules  of  ho- 
nour, order,  and  subordination,  would  be 
supported  by  them,  or  that  they  would  ever 
deviate  from  the  line  of  conduct  which  fheir 
profession  required  of  them,  and  which 
their  country  would  approve  of. 

From  what  I  hear,  and  I  have  no  douht 
of  the  fact,  the,  greater  part  ol  the  officers 
mean  to  make  it  known  to  the  officers  of 
the  army,  that  they  t'eem  it  necessary,  in 
consequeneof  the  orders  of  the  1st  May, 
to  explain  to  them,  that  by  no  means  they 
approve  of  the  suspension',  without  trial,  of 
so  many  of  their  brother  officers,  and  that 
they  shall  endeavour  to  support  them  by 
every  legal  means,  hut  with  temper, firmness, 
and  dignity.  At  the  same  time,  whilst  ihey 
thus  avow  their  sentiments,  they  will  per- 
severe in  the  observance  of  that  spirit  of 
order,  discipline,  and  subordination,  they 
have  hitherto  observed,  being  convinced 
their  best  mode  of  obtaining  redress  is  to 
shew  their  superiors  that,  by  their  modera- 
tion and  forbearance,  they  deserve  it. 

I  hive  spoken  to  several  officers  on  this 
•ubject,  and  lean  venture  to  say,  if  an  ad- 
dies*  is  sent  forth,  the  sentiments  contained 
in  it  will  be  nearly  similar  to  what  I  have 
stat«d,  that  the  expiessions  will  be  moderate 


and  respectful,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  force  will  contixme  to  be 
marked  by  a  temperate  conduct  and  con- 
formable to  the  rules  of  dUcipliDC  and  asb- 
ordination. 

Tbos  G.Mobttbesoe, 
Lieutenant  -  CoIoik]. 
Secunderabad,  15th  May,  1809. 

No.  I  also  contains  the  reply  of  the  oon- 
mander-in-chief  to  lieutenant-colonel  M<n- 
tresor,  commanding  the  subsidiary  force 
serving  with  ^his  highness  the  Nizano^  dated 
a.**  May,  1809,  which  acknowledge*  the  re- 
ceiptjof  the  letter,  is  concerned  that  the  a&ctn 
should  be  dissatisfled  at  having  obtained  the 
approbation  of  the  government,  directs  that 
col.^nel  Montresor  will  take  the  moat  didfrve 
measures  to  prevent  combination  of  the  ofi- 
oers,  cr  the  circulation  of  addresses,  and  de- 
sires that  colonel  Montresor  will  assemble 
officers  commanding  corps,  and  read  this 
letter  to  them,  informing  theni,  that  any 
combination,  however  limited,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  signing  an  address  in  opposition  to 
the  proceedings  of  government,  will  be  con- 
sidered a-<  disobedience  of  orders,  and  wiU 
be  punishable  as  such. 

In  this  number  is  also  included  a  Tetter 
from  colonel  Montresor  to  colonel  Barday, 
dated  18th  May,  communicating*  for  the 
information  of  tlie  governor,  a  report  simi- 
lar ta  that  ma  le  to  general  Gowdie,  on  the 
I5ih. 

And  lastly,  a  letter  from  colonel  Barcfoy, 
to  colonel  Montresor,  dated  :^7ih  May, 
acknowled,«ting  his  letter,  and  urging  the 
firm  exerci.se  of  the  powers  vested  in  him. 

No  2. — Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  officers 
of  the  Hydribad  subsidiary  force,  to  the 
officers  of  the  Madras  army. 
Gentlemen, 

In  the  late  government  orders^  dated 
May  the  Ist,  the  conduct  of  the  officers  cf 
this  force,  wi-h  respect  to  the  late  ocmr- 
rences,  is  particularly  mentioned  Intermsof 
approbation . 

This  unexpected  ctmipliment  may  pro- 
bably have  impressed  our  brother  officers 
throuchout  the  army  with  the  idea  that 
we  have  tacitly  approved  of  those  acts  of 
government,  to  which  the  orders  refer,  and 
that  we  are  divested  of  those  sentiments  and 
feelings  which  have  been  excited  throughout 
the  army. 

Under  these  impressions,  we  feel  it  a 
duty  incumbent  oa  us  to  declare,  that  srr 
have  viewed  with  the  most  lively  emotioos 
of  concern  those  extreme  acts  of  power  aod 
exertion  of  authority,  by  which  so  maoj 
valuable  and  respectable  officers  have  beea 
displaced  from  their  commands,  and  sds- 
pended  the  service ;  and  while  we  assure  yoa 
of  our  resolution  to  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port of  those  offieers,  who  have  incurred  the 
displeasure  of  government  fbr  their  ezcrtioos 
in  a  cause  which  we  must  pronounce  to  bt 
justj  we  f tudl  b<  ready  to  coatribut*  im  usf 
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fcgal  measures  of  temperance,  difrnity,  an 
irinnest,  which  may  he  thought  effectual  i^ 
emove  the  cause  of  the  present  discontent) 
nd  to  restore  our  brother  officers  to  the 
lonourable  situations  from  which  they  have 
teen  removed. 

Here  follows  4  letters  to  lieutenant  colonels 
Chalmers  .Beli.  St.  JLeger,  and  captain 
vlarshail,  dated  Jauloa,  'iOth  May,  1809, 
nd  expressing  that  the  officers,  serving  in 
^rar,  experienced  much  surprize  and  con- 
em  at  the  arbitrary  removal  or  suspension 
f  the  officers  whom  they  address;  declaring 
hat  they  will  adopt  any  measure  thsit  may 
end  to  their  reinstatement,  and  towards 
lleviating  the  difficulties  of  their  present 
itoation. 

N.  B.  These  letters  have  no  signatures. 

Secunderabad,  30th  May,  1 809. 

Ko.  3  — DeaftSir, 

1  Have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the 
eceipt  of  your  private  of  the  22d  instant, 
nd  of  your  public  letter  of  the  following 
ay,  which  came  by  express. 

I  feel  too  confident,  in  the  knowledge  you 
lust  have  of  my  sentiments,  to  doubt  you 
nil  impute  my  not  conforming  to  your  or- 
ers,  but  to  the  best  intentions.  It  nas  been 
y  a  conciliatory  conduct,  and  obtaining  the 
onfidence  of  the  officers,  that  I  have  been 
ble  to  prevent  an  address  being  forwarded 
rom  hence,  which  contained  expressions  less 
espectful  to  government,  and  of  a  more 
xcepcif^nable  nature,  than  that  which  I 
itely  had  occasion  to  notice.  Had  I  pur- 
ued  another  line  of  conduct,  the  address 
rould  have  been  forwarded  in  its  ongioal 
)rm;  the  contents  would  have  been  pro- 
ably  withheld  from  the  officers  more 
-nmediately  in  mv  confidence,  and  I  should 
e  ignorant  of  what  is  passing. 

I  am  so  perfectly  convinced  of  the  temper 
f  the  force,  that  hs^d  I  acted  in 
onformity  to  your  orders,  evtry  officer  in 
he  company's  service,  under  my  orders, 
staff  excepted)  woufd  have  immediately 
•ublicly  avowed  his  signing  the  address,  and 
•een  equally  implicated  in  the  framing  of 
1  am  further  convinced  it  would  have 
ed  to  a  much  less  temperate  address;  and 
lie  influence  I  possess,  i  n  urging  the  officers 
o  a  moderate  conduct,  would  be  considera- 
*\y  weakened,  if  not  lost.  Jn  short  it  would 
rritate  them  in  the  highest  degree  ;  and,  I 
lave  DO  doubt,  be  attended  with  the  worst 
onsequences.  I  trust,  under  these  cirr um- 
tances,  you  will  approve  of  what  i  have 
lone,  and  rest  assured,  that  nothing  but  a 
trong  conviction  on  my  mind  of  what  I 
tave  stated,  would  malce  me  hesitate  in 
ibeying  your  orders.  If,  a|(er  what  I  have 
tated,  you  should  stiH  be  of  the  same  opi- 
>ion,  I  must,  of  course,  conform  to  your 
nstructiona,  but  I  earnestly  intreat  it  may 
lot  be  insisted  on,  and  that  you  will  rely  on 


and  doing  that  which,  at  this  Critical  period, 
is  best  for  the  service. 

I  have  now  to  give  you  information  of  a 
subject  that  causes  me  great  concern ;  ac- 
counts arrived  here  by  some  m^ns  yesterday 
of  the  serious  discontents  in  other  parts  of  the 
army,  and  oftheir  pursuing  measures  which 
muse  cause  the  greatest  alarm.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  I  understand  a  meeting  of 
officers  has  taken  place,  and  an  address  fram* 
ed  which  was  privately  commuuicated  to  me. 
The  objca  of  it  was  to  state  to  government 
the  information  that  had  been  obtained,  of 
the  very  alarming  state  the  country  is  in,  and 
earnestly  to  recommend  the  recall  r.f  the  or- 
ders of  the  1st  May,  regarding  the  suspen- 
sion of  officers,  as  the  best,  and.  perhapt, 
only  means  of  allaying  the  ferment:  but 
there  were  parts  of  it  I  thought  so  objection- 
able, that,  upon  my  sentiments  being  known, 
it  has  again  I  understand,  been  taken  into 
consideration;  and  I  have  some  hopes,  upon 
my  making  you  publicly  acquainted  with 
the  sentimeou  of  the  force,  no  addtess  will 
take  place ;  but  such  is  the  agitation  and 
warmth  it  is  taken  up'  with  by  sQme,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  say. 

Excuse  the  liberty  1  talce,  in  requesting 
that  the  contents  of  this  letter  may  be  mad« 
known  to  government,  as  the  late  hour  pre« 
vents  my  writing.        I  remain,  &c. 

(Signed)    *rn#.  G.  Montresoi. 

P.  S.^.-A  paper  has  just  been  shewn  me, 
which  differs  a  little  ftom  that  I  saw  this 
morning,  and  though  it  may  not  be  for- 
warded, contains  the  sentiments  which  I 
know  generally  prevail. 

(Signed)        T.  G.  M. 

P.  S. — I  am  just  mformed,  that  my  in- 
forming you  of  what  is  passing,  ana  the 
sentiments  that  prevail,  has  led  to  dropping 
the  address  altogether,  and  I  believe  it  to  be 
rhL  case;  I  shall,  however,  write  to. morrow, 
in  the  mean  time  beg  to  say,  no  measure  of 
any  nature  will  take  place  without  my  pre- 
vious knowledge. 

(Signed)        T.  G.  M. 
Secunderabad,  Sltt  May,  1809. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  a  postcript  of  the  letter  I  had  the  plea- 
sure of  addressing  to  you  yesterday,  I  stated 
my  hopes,  that  the  idea  of  forwarding  an 
address  from  the  officers  of  thii  force,  and 
which  had  been  so  warmly  taken  up  irf 
the  greater  part  of  them,  would  be  aban- 
doned. 1  now  wiite  to  inform  you,  that  I  have 
learnt,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  that  the 
officers  have  wisely  relinquished  all  inteutCon 
of  forwarding  any  address  whatever. 
I  remain,  dear  Sir. 

Your  very  faithful  servant. 
Signed)        T.    G.   MeNTRBsoa. 
To  Major- General  Gowdie, 

Commanding  the  Army. 

No.  4 — ^To  the  honourable  Sir.  G.  Bar. 
low,  K.  B   pivernor  in    fouj\ciU4mt  Si. 

George.  Digitized  by  ^ 

Henourable  Sir, 
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bad  tttbaduuy  force,  viewioe  with  the  most 
poignant  teniationt  of  grief  and  concern, 
the  present  unexampled  and  alarming  crisis, 
conceive  it  a  duty  incumbent  upon  them, 
as  forming  a  considerable  and  respectable 
part  of  the  coast  armv,  and  consistent  with 
that  anxiety  they  feel  for  the  public  interest 
and  welfare,  to  come.forward,  at  this  pe- 
riod, with  a  proffer  of  their  sentiments  to 
government. 

The  late  acu  of  government,  and  parti- 
cularly the  order  of  the  1st  May,  has  excited 
such  a  serious  degree  of  alarm  and  *ppi'^ 
hension  throughout  the  minds  of  theomcert 
of  the  army,  that  they  fear,  nothing  but  some 
act  of  conciliation  on  your  part,  can  tend  to 
lessen  or  remove  it.  lliis  order*  Sir,  remoT- 
ing  from  their  situations,  and  involving  in 
disgrace,  so  many  valuable  and  respectsUe 
officers,  for  their  seal  and  exertions  in  a  cause 
which  their  acu  have  rendered  sacred  to  the 
army,  has  excited  such  great  and  general  irri- 
tation, that  we  have  strong  reason  to  fear  the 
most  fatal  and  disastrous  consequences.  Un- 
der these!  impressions,  we  feel  compelled  to 
make  some  efforr  to  avert  the  evils  we  see 
impending ;  or,  what  may  be  the  possible, 
-  and  probable  consequences,  the  separation 
of  the  civil  and  military  authorities.  The 
destruction  of  all  discip'ine a  d  subordination 
amongst  the  Native  troi>ps,  the  ultimate  loss 
of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  British  posses- 
sious  in  India,  and  the  dreadful  blow  it  will 
inflict  on  the  mother  country;  these.  Sir, 
are  the  fatal  prospects  we  forsee,  with  the 
moit  painful  emotions  of  grief  and  con- 
cern. 

We  are  anxious.  Sir,  tliat  government 
should  be  undeceived,  as  to  this  irritation  and 
discontent,  being  but  partially  diffused 
throughout  the  army  :  we  are  all  well  auured, 
that,  with  the  excepCioa  of  a  few  indivi- 
duals, holding  confidential  stafftxtuations,  or 
dependent  upon  government's  favour  and 
interest,  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the 
army  possess  but  one  sentiment  abd  opinion 
-relative  to  the  late  acu  of  government  i  they 
are  actuated  by  one  common  feeling,  and 
consider  themselves  solemnly  pledged  to 
support  each  other  in  obtaining  redress. 

Such,  Sir,  we  are  confident,  is  the  general 
sentiment,  and,  under  this  conviction,  we 
cannot  but  apprehend  the  fatal  effects  that 
may  ensue,  by  a  perseverance  on  the  part 
of  government,  in  u>ing  coercive  measures. 
If  the  irritation  and  discontent,  as  ihey  con-' 
ceive,  were  but  partially  excited,  such  steps 
might  tend  to  effect  the  de^iiei  ot  ject;  but, 
in  the  present  case,  where  all  are  united  in 
a  cause  which  they  con^der  themselves 
solemnly  hound  to  Kupport,  it  can  only 
widen  the  breach,  and  aggravate  the  evil. 

We  trust.  Sir,  that  government  will  justly 

appreciate  our  motives  for  coming  forward 

at  rhis period;  we  are  actuated  solely  by  our 

anxiety  for  the  public  good  and  welfare,  by  a 

^  serious  contemplation  of  the  evils  we  have  so 

^        much  reason  lO  dread,  and  an  ardent  desire 


intention  to  dictate  to  govemment,  or  cam» 
ment  on  their  acts ;  our  only  object  ia,  to  ex- 
hort them  to  a  serious  coosideratioii  of  tfee 
present  crisis,  and  to  induce  them  to  adopt 
some  measure!  conducive  to  public  Craaqiu- 
Uty. 

We  have  00  doubt  within  our  owo  miads 
that  this  much-desired  object  would  be  eSBea- 
•d,  by  rescinding  the  orders  of  the  Itt  of 
May,  and  restoring  to  the  service,  and  their 
jituations,  all  those  officers  who  have  been 
suspended.  Such  an  act,  we  feel  conSdeot, 
would  effipctually  appease  that  spirit  of  alann 
and  irritation  which  now  exists;  aad 
the  officers  of  the  army  would  pariemiy 
await  the  dedsiou  af  their  superiors  at 
home. 
We  have  thtf  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed   by  one  hundred   aiul  fifty- 
eight  officers  of  the  JaoUiAh  and 
Hydrabad  forces.) 
Camp,  Jaulnah,  15th  June,  I8D9. 

[Here  follows  a  letter  from  colonel  Mon- 
tresor  to  general  Gowdie,  rioticing  the  con- 
struction of  the  preceding  addreu  by  the 
Jaulna  force.] 

No.  5.^To  the  adjutant-general  of  the  araiy. 
Fort  St.  George. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  yoii«  that  b 
the  afternoon  ofjresterday,  I  recdv^  a  aes- 
saee  from  the  officers  of  the  garrison  of  1^ 
suTipatam,  informing  me,  that  a  ficiment  of  a 
most  serious  nature  existed  among  the  tiocps. 
I  was  at  that  time  in  the  caatoomenty  boi  ai 
soon  after  I  had  received  this  inforinaiioo  as 
possible,  I  proceeded  to  the  fort,  and  00  mj 
arrival  found,  in  consequence  of  an  opimoa 
that  prevailed  amongst   the^  officers  of  che 
garrison,  that  it  was   |he    intention  of  m- 
vernment  to  disperse  and  finally  disband  At 
MadrasEuropean  regiment,  th^hadeumescly 
iutreated  lieutenant-colonel  Inoes  10  d^o 
the  three  detachments  ordered  to  embark  ai 
marines,  until  a  representation  00  the  sobicct 
had  been  submitted  10  the  commander-in-cmef 
for  the  decision  of  the  govcmor^in-couoril 
Colonel   Innes  positively  refused  to  compiT 
with  their  request,  stared  his  dcienninatioo  lb 
cany  the  orders  regarding  the  three  detadt- 
ments,  into  execution  by  force,  and,  lor  tbc 
purpose,  threatened  to  get  a  bodv  of  idco 
landed  from   his  Majcuy  s  «hips  then  in  tbt 
roads,  and  a  detachment  of  arullery.- 

When  I  reached  tbe  general  parade  of  the 
garrison,  I  was  informed,  that  the  Madm 
European  regiment  was  paraded  in  the  sqoaie 
of  their  barracks,  ^hat  the  Native  troops  woe 
also  drawn  up  in  their  respective  barracjis,  aad 
every  thing  seemed  to  be  10  a  state  of  prcpaia- 
tion  to  resist  the  execution  of  the  oriders  al- 
luded to;  I  immediately  waited  upon  colopel 
Innes,  and  stated  to  him  the  siiuktion  of  tbe 
troops  in  garrison.  He  sitil  per»isicd  in  his 
former  detciinii.:iiion;,a'  ^i  as  I  had  every  rea- 
son 10   hrluvDigitt^fc^fbyWP^fiUermiited  to 


STATE  PAPERS. 


307 


the  most  senous  and  dangerous  conse- 
[]uences,  to  prevent  which,  I  deemed  it  my 
iinperious  duty  to  plare  him  under  restraint, 
HM  assume  the  command  of  the  ganiton  ;  I 
ihcn  ordered  the  senior  officers  present  to  dis- 
miss the  men  of  the  different  corps,  which»  I 
im  happy  to  say,  was  done  with  the  greatest 
reguliinty,  and  tranquillity  immediately  re- 
»torcd. 

In  a  short  time  afterwards^  it  was  intimated 
to  me,  that  the  artillery  stationed  at  the  can- 
lonment  were  also  determined  to  support  the 
Lioops  in  the  fort,  at  the  request  of  the  officers 
of  the  garrison.  1  herewith  transmit  their 
reasons  for  wishing  to  detain  the  three 
ietachmenu  of  the  Madras  European  rci^i- 
mcnt. 

(Sifped)        J.  SroREY, 
Major,  lo  charge  of  Masulipatam. 
Masulipaum, 

s6ih  June,  1809. 
The  deputation  appointed  by  the  officers 
:ompO)ing  I  he  garrison  of  Masulipatam,  have 
ihe  Donour  to  present  to  lieutenant-colonel 
[ones,  theanntxcd  explanation  of  the  i^koiu- 
ioos,  with  which  they  yesterday  evening 
Dade  htm  acquainted. 

In  order  to  enter  upon  the  cause  of  the  pro- 
'feedings  which  were  yesterday  adopted,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  revert  to  the  measures  of 
government  with  regard  to  lieutenants  Forbes 
ind  Maitland,  who,  upon  the  repre;ientatton 
>f  lieutenant-colonel  Iiincs,  without  any  trial 
w  investigation  into  their  conduct,  as  specified 
o  have  been  observed  on  the  yth  May,  at  the 
nesvroom  in  the  Madras  European  regiment, 
vcre  immediately  punished ;  the  one  by  being 
Icprived  of  the  appointment  of  quarter-mas- 
er  to  the  regitneiu,  and  the  other  bv  being 
»rdeted  to  proceed  and  take  charge  of  Conda- 
nliay,  (and  relieve  the  officer  then  command- 
ng  It,  with  a  pany  of  &epoys  from  his  own 
orps)  with  positive  orders  not  to  qutt  it  till 
iccessitated so  to  do  by  ill  health. 

The  letters  which  contained  the  removal  of 
teutenant  Mai  tlaiid  from  his  appointment,  and 
he  appointment  of  lieutenant  Fotbes  to  the 
aVitity  command  of  Condapillay,  particularly 
pccify,  that  these  steps  were  taken  in  order 
J  mark,  by  a  suitable  example,  the  authors  of 
he  exceptionable  conduct  that  had  come  to 
lis  (the  commander-in-chief's)  notice.  The 
ime  letter  direcu  lieutenant-colonel  Inncs  to 
xprcss  to  the  officers  of  the  Madras  European 
rgtment,  the  officer  commanding  the  army's 
lighest  disapprobation  of  such  conduct,  and 
ilorm  them,  a  repetition  ot  such  irregularity 
rill  involve  the  tt/^o^ C^r// in  the  severest 
erialiy  to'  which  such  insubordinate  proceed- 
igs  are  liable.  This  letter  lieutenant-colonel 
(Hies  thought  proper  to  insert  in  the  re* 
imcQial  orderly  book  of  his  corps,  and  con- 
:queiitly  obtained  publicity,  not  only  among 
3e  officers,  but  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
era  and  privates  of  the  regiment ;  can  it  then 
c  woodcred  at,  that  the  serious  alarm  which, 
3  the  first  instance,  pervaded  the  diff*ereoc 
anks  of  the   Madias  European   regiment, 


should  have  extended  to  the  other  corps,  not 
onljr  in  the  garrison,  but  in  the  district  and 
division  ? 

Nor  was  the  substance  contained  in  the  above  , 
reprimand  the  only  source  of  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended :  lieutenant-colonel  Innes  informed 
a  deputation  of  five  officers,  Vho  waited  upon 
him  with  a  request  that  they  might  be  furnish- 
ed with  a  copy  of  the  mformation  which 
bad  been  sent  to  government,  relative  to  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Madras  Euro- 
pean regiment,  at  their  mev-ioom,  on  the  night 
of  the  7th  of  May,  that  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion of^  government,  in  consequence  of  the  ' 
report  received  of  th^  irregular  and  itisubordi- 
nate  behaviour  of  the  regiment,  xodishand  it 
and  place  the  officers  on  half-pay.  As  British 
subjects,  we  have  a  right  to  demand,  whe- 
ther the  Madras  government  have  the  power 
to  inflict  punishment  of  so  severe  a  nature  oh 
their  officers  and  men,  on  the  mere  report  of 
an  individual,  without  giving  them  a  fair  trial, 
as  enacted  by  the  laws  of  our  country. 

While  lieutenants  Maitlaud  and  Forbes  were 
suffering  under  the  imputation  of  insubordinate 
and  highly  irregular  conduct,  a  party  was  or- 
dered from  the  European  regiment,  to  prepare 
to  ;;o  on  board  one  of  his  Majesty*s  vessels, 
and  act  as  marines,  and  lieutenant  Maitland 
expressly  pitched  upon  to  command  them ;  at 
the  same  time,  lieutenant  Forbes  was  ordered 
to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  the 
presidency,  and  thence  to  Penang,  iu  order  to 
relieve  capta'm  Phillips. 

Lieutenant  Forbes,  who  was  accused  of 
being  the  author  and  suppoiter  of  that  htghlj 
indecorous  conduct,  contrary  to  every  pnnct- 
ple  of  military  subordination,  wht(h  was  ob- 
served at  the  mess-room  of  the  Madras  Eii- 
ropean  regimetit,  being  fully  sensible  of  his 
innocence,  lequested  an  investigation  into  his 
conduct  by  a  court  martial,  but  was  denied 
that  indulgence,  on  the  plea  of  iu  being  **  in- 
admissible,** notwithstanding  his  character  if 
a  soldier  had  been  so  materially  injured,  and 
publicly  made  known  to  the  regiment  ac 
lar^e. 

Ihe  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  Madras 
European  regiment  had  likewise  the  honour 
of  addressing  theadjutant-generalot  the  army 
on  the  27th  May  last,  begging  leave  to  assure 
him,  for  the  information  of  major-general 
Gowdie,  that  the  account  he  had  received  of 
the  conduct  of  those  officers,  who  were  pre- 
sent at  the  mess  on  the  evening  of  the  yih, 
was  erroneotis,  and  requesting  to  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  the  information  which  had 
been  received,  so  prejudicial  to  the  character 
of  the  officers  of  the  Madras  European  regi-* 
ment ;  that  they  might  thereby  be  enabled  to 
convince  the  officer  commanding  the  army  ia 
chief,  that  their  conduct  did  by  ik>  means 
merit  the  severe  censure  with  which  it  had 
been  marked ;  but  even  this  indispensable  ror 
quest,  so  absolutely  necessary  to  clear  the  chap 
racten  of  the  numerous  body  of  oQcer  scorn- 
posing  the  regiment,  from  the  stigma  thev  baA 
received*  has  not  been  complied  with* 
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These  unmerited  hardships,  and  deprivation 
of  the  privilege  of  British  subjects,  which 
•rda)ns  their  not  being  condemned  without 
a  hearing,  together  with  the  information 
received  from,  lieutenant-colonel  Innes,  that 

tovemment  had  it  in  cociten?|)lation  to  dis- 
andthe  Madras  European  regiment,  follow- 
ed up  by  three  detachments  therefrom,  being 
ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  proceed 
on  board  his  m;ijr»ty*s  vessels  to  act  as  'marines, 
appearing  to  us,  (and  cen^inly  with  great 
reason  J  as  the  first  step  towards  disuniting 
the  corps,  previous  to  the  measure  above 
alluded  to  ;  have  created  in  our  minds  the 
HK>st  serious  alarm  lest  this  system  of  punisb- 
nient,  on  the  bare  and  false  reports  ot  an  in- 
dividual, should  extend  itself  to  other  parts 
•f  the  Madras  army»  and  have  determined  us 
to  resist  such  dangerous  and  unprecedented 
acts,  until  a  hiv  investigation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  of  the  Madras  European 
regiment  shall  uke  place  before  a  military 
triDunal. 

We  have  not  here  noticed  the  former  acts 
•f  govcniment,  of  a  similar  nature,  in  sus- 
pending some,  and  removing  others  of  our 
most  valuable  officers  from  situations  of  trust 
and  confidence  without  any  tiial  whatsoever) 
but  we  cannot  help  expressing  our  fear  lest 
this  system  of  terror  should  exceed  the  bound$ 
•f  forbearance,  and  ultimately  produce  con- 
sequences of  the  most  serious  nature. 

At  the  same  time,  we  beg  to  assure  the 
governor  in  council,  and  the  commander-in- 
chief,  that  wc  continue  as  heretofore,  the 
supporters  of  the  Briiish  interests  in  India, 
and  faithful  and  loyal  subjects  of  our  kmg 
'diid  country. 

fSigucd)        H.Kelly, 

Capt.  isi  bar.  19th  rcff.  N.  I. 

U.Harrington, 
Cnpt.  1st  bat.  19th  reg.  N.  I. 

G".  L.  Nixon, 
Lieut.  Mddras  Europ.  Reg. 

Chas.  Forbes, 
Lieut.  Madras  Europ.  Reg. 

J.  S.  Spankie, 
Lieut.  Madras  Europ.  Reg. 
for  the  garrison  of  Ma- 
sulipatam. 
(A  true  copy.) 
(Signed)  T.  N.  Balmain, 

Asiist.-adj.-gcn. 
Masulipatam, 
251b  June^  1809. 

To  the  adjutant  general  of  the  army.  Von 
St.  George. 
Sir, — I  have  tht  honour  of  reporting  to 
you,  for  the  information  of  the  officer  com- 
manding the  army  in  chief,  and  the  honour- 
able the  governor  in  council,  the  pantculurs 
of  the  daring  and  premeditated  mutiny  which 
occurred  here  ou  ^Sunday  the  z^ih  of  June, 
i*  lOUt  two  or  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,when  three 
4ctachmcou  of  the  Madras  European  regi- 
ment were  ordered  ;o  ewbduj^  <m  board  tke 
W4  ISJMilDncs. 


tf  -^On  the  arrival  of  the  PiedmofMaue 
frigate,  and  Samarang  sl(X)p  of  war  at  this 
place,  I  sent  off  a  letter  to  captain  Foot  com- 
manding the  two  ships,  intimating  that  the 
three  detachments  of  the  Madras  European 
regiment  were  leady  to  embark,,  was  he  jwt- 
p^rcd  and  authorized  to  receive  them  on  board 
his  ships ;  the  non-commissioocd  officers  and 
privates  appeared  to  be  highly  pleased  at  going 
on  this  duty. 

3. — About  sun-set, I  observed  a  bqat  landing 
with  some  naval  officers,  and  having  invited 
captain  Foote  on  shore,  wetu  down  to  meet 
and  receive  him  at  the  sea-gate,  to  conduct 
him  to  my  quarters,  that  we  might  commu- 
nicate fully  on  every  subject  which  could  tend 
to  promote  the  public  service,  in  carryii^ 
the  orders  of  the  officer  commaodiog  tbs 
army  in  chief  into  execution. 

4.— -Just  as  the  naval  officers  were  rmriy 
landed,  I  was  called  a^ide  by  ItcurcQaat 
Charles  Forbes,  of  the  Madras  Europoa 
regiment,  who  was  accooipanicd  by  captuos 
Kelly  and  Harrington,  of^  the  1st  bartalioa 
iQth  regiment  N.  I.,  lieutenant  and  adjutaoi 
Nixon,  and  lieutenant  and  quarter- master 
Spankie,  of  the  Madras  European  regiment. 
Giptain  Kelly  then  read  a  paper,  which  tbey 
were  deputed  to  communicate  to  me,  not 
only  by  the  officers  of  the  ^rrisoo  (biu 
those  of  this  division,)  requesting  I  wou^ 
postpone  the  embarkation  of  the  detachmectt 
of  the  Madras  European  regiment  till  tbey 
could  receive  an  answer  to  an  address  ihey 
bad  it  in  contemplation  to  submit  10  tbc  com- 
Kiander-io-chief,  and  the  honourable  the  go- 
vernor in  council,  demanding  a  redress  o£ 
grU^vancfS,  To  this  applicaiioa  I  poituetfly 
objected,  having  00  authority  to  set  aside  rbc 
instructions  I  received  from  the  commaoder- 
in^cbief.        . 

^, ^Lieutenant  Spankie  then  boasted  of 
their  having  the  most  positive  assuraiKe  of 
support  from  the  troops  at  Hydrabad,  Jaulnah, 
the  Bombay  army,  and  every  division  00  the 
coast;  I  then  observed,  that  I  hoped  those 
expectations  would  not  induce  them  to  resist 
the  embarkation,  by  being  guilty  of  isutiiiy, 
and  by  trying  whether  the  troops,  would  obey 
them  or  me  ;  to  order  the  whole  in  arrest  was 
mnjo  my  only  alternative:  this  however  I 
could  not  attempt,  or  expect  their  obedience 
to  my  authority,  under  existing  cirtuis- 
stances,  '*  and  standing  alone.*' 

6.^- At  this  instant,  the  purser  of  the 
Piedmontaise  delivered  to  me  a  letter  froo: 
captain  Foote  annexed,  which  upon  o^uaB% 
it,  proved  to  be  an  official  letter  from  the 
chief  secretary  of  government,  dated  s^ 
June  1809,  ordering  me  to  embark  tbc  de- 
tachments of  his  majesty's  59tb  regimcisiif 
foot  on  board  the  Samarang  with  the  loBt 
delay ;  I  then  enquired  of  the  ^r^cr  if 
he  hfad  not  brought  ariy  other  letter  for  ate 
from  captain  Foote ;  he  replied  in  tbc  nega- 
tive ;  nor  did  be  bear  of  any  detachments 
being  prdcred  on  board  but  that  of  tbc  5^  • 
this  the  depuutiop  saw  and  heard. 
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if;h.— Bat  apprehending  some  mistake  bad 
ccurred»  I  told  the  dcpuiaiion  I  expected  a 
rply  to  my  letter  of  that  day  sent  to  captain 
■"ootc,  which  would  elucidate  the  subject ; 
t  lo  o'clock  P.  M.  it  reached  me;  I  of 
curse  concluded,  that  the  one  from  the  se- 
rctary  of  government  was  the  one  he  alluded 
3,  arid  sent  captain  Foote*s  letter  to  lieute- 
ant  and  adjutant  Nixon  directly,  and  we 
oDcludcd,  that  the  detachmenis  of  the  Mad- 
ss  European  rc><iment  were  not  expected 
:)  embark,  which  I  communicated  to  the 
ffircrs  on  parade  next  morning,  adding, 
lat  they  must  be  prepared  toembarkaionc 
our*s  notice  on  any  other  ships  that  ii^ight 
rri\c  to  receive  them  onboard,  which  ap- 
eared  to  give  much  satisfaction,  finding 
icy  were  not  going  by  this  opportuniiy; 

8. — About  one  o'clock  P.  M.  the*  purier 
nd  Mr.  Midshipman  Shcppard  of  »he  Sama- 
mg,  returned  from  the  Petiah  to  my  quar- 
'rs,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  put  captain 
'oote's  first  and  original  letter  (alluded  to  in 
is  second)  into  my  hands ;  which,  by  inis- 
ike  they  had  omitted  to  do  the  previous 
vening.  I  then  expressed  my  regret  at  what 
ad  ()assed,  although  I  was  convinced  it  made 
o  difference,  as  I  conceived,  from  what  had 
Qssed  the  evening  before,  that  the  embarka- 
on  of  the  Madras  European  regiment  detacb- 
lents  would  be  resisted  by  the  officers  of  the 
arrison.  ^ 

8> — I  then  tent  for  lieutenant  and  adjutant 
Jixon,  shewed  him  captain  Footers  letter, 
io*  4,  and  directed  him  to  have  the  parties 
eady  to  go  on  board  at  6  P.  M.  and  to  send 
tie  officers  ordered  on  this  duty  to  receive 
ly  instructions.  I  at  the  same  time  observed 
)  the  adjutant,  that,  from  what  had  passed 
tie  previous  evening,  I  bad  every  reason  to 
jppose  the  embarkation  would  be  resisted, 
nd  begged  andconjured  him  to  consider  of  the 
onscquences ;  aiKl  to  inform  the  officers,  that 
:'  they  ^vould  pledge  their  honour  not  to  in- 
rrfere  with  roe  in  the  execution  of  my  duty, 
y  carrying  the  orders  of  the  commander- 
i-chict  and  government  into  execution,  it 
rould  afford  me  the  highest  satisfaction,  and 
reserve  order  and  tranquillity. 

lo. — If,  however,  resistance  was  intended 
3  be  offered  by  the  officers  to  the  embarka- 
[on,  I  should  reliictantiy  be  reduced  to  the 
isagreeable  necessity  of  applying  to  captain 
*'oote,  of  the  Piedmontaise,  to  land  the  ma- 
ines  of  both  ships,  and  every  seaman  who 
ould  be  sywrcd,  to  see  the  orders  of  govem- 
icni  and  the  commander-in-chnf  rexfected^ 
nd  to  enable  rac  to  carry  them  ii"<)  execution. 

11. — So  soon  as  thfc  order  for  embarking 
t^as  made  public,  and  shewn  to  the  officers, 
hey  ran  in  a  disorderly,  tumultuous,  and 
nutinous  manner  to  the  barracks  of  the 
Vladras  European  regiment,  and  the  1st  bat- 
alion  19th  regiment  Native  infantry,  calling 
m  the  men  to  arms,  and  prevailed  on  them 
o  join  them  in  the  mutiny  and  opposition 
o  my  orders,  and  those  of  the  commander- 
o-cbief  and  the  boDOurablc  the  governor  in 


12.— Captain    Kelly  and  lieutenant  and 

guarter^masrer  Spankie,  and  some  other  of- 
cers,  came  over  to  my  quartern,  conJQring 
me  not  to  insist  on  the  embarkation,  or  to 
send  to  captain  Foote,  for  assistance,  which 
could  only  occasion  the  shedding  of  much 
innocent  blood,  and  endanger  the  loss 
of  the  country  ;  all  this  passed  before  the 
nav^l  gentlemen;  their  first  observation 
was  a  most  serious  one,  having  got  the  two 
corps  to  join  them  in  the  mutiny, 

13'— Another  party  of  officers  came  shortly 
after  up  to  my  quarters,  repeating  what  the  - 
others  had  done,  and  upbraiding  me  with 
giving  incorrect  information  to  government 
and  the  commander-in-chief,  relative  to  what 
had  oassed  on  the  7th  ultimo  at  the  mess, 
on  which  they  acted,  and  dispersed  the  re- 
ginient,  on  my  suggestions,  as  a  punishment, 
which  they  never  would  accede  to.  Many 
other  observations  passed,  which  I  do  not 
exactly  recollect;  but  I  again  intimated  to 
the  gentlemen,  that  had  they  obeyed  the  or- 
ders  issued,  no  mutiny  could  have  occurred, 
or  the  public  service  impeded  by  their  con- 
duct and  exertions. 

-  ,14. — Major  Storey,  who  had  been  sent 
tor  by  the  officers  in  the  Fort,  to  join  in  their 
mutiny,  then  came  to  my  quarters,  told  me 
the  two  corps  wtre  under  arms,  and  would 
not  be  dismissed  but  by  a  proper  authority, 
and  that  he  was  called  upon  oy  tne  gentlemen 
to  assume  the  command,  and  put  me  under 
close  arrest,  for  the  preservation  of  the  garri- 
son. 

15. — I  observed  to  major  Storey,  that  I 
peither  could  nor  would  acknowledge  his 
illegal  arrest  and  usurped  authority  (although 
he  might  put  me  into  close  confinement,)  for 
which  he  and  the  officers  would  have  to 
answer  hereafter,  having  not  only  mutinied, 
but  prevailed  on  the  troops  in  garrison  to  do 
so,  by  ordering  them  under  arms,  (without 
my  aiiihority)  which  they  prevailed  upon  them 
to  resist.      ^  . 

16. — Major  Storey  then  ordered  my  letters 
to  be  seized,  that  were  coming  from  the  post 
office,  to  be  examined  by  bim,  and  not  to  allow 
an^  to  pass  out,  or  any  gentlemen  to  visit  me 
without  his  permission ;  He  then,  ^  I  hear,** 
issued  a  garrison  order,  assuming  the  com- 
mand (as  captain  Andrews  did  of  the  Ma- 
dras European  reginfient)  and  sent  off  letters 
to  Hydrabad,  Jaulnah,  Bombay,  Travancore,. 
and  every  other  station  and  encampment  that 
bad  united  with  them  in  the  diabolical  con- 
spiracy against  the  government  of  Fort  St. 
George,  as  will  appear,  on  reference  to  the 
register  of  letters  dispatched,  after  having 
completely  laid  aside  the  mask,  publicly  avow- 
ing, and  boasting  of  the  support  they  depend- 
ed upon  receiving  from  their  friends  ;  in  hav« 
ing  their  grievances  redressed,  imposed  on 
them  by  their  tyrannical  government. 

17. — Here  it  is  requested  to  observe,  that 
lieutenant-colonel  ''Dr.  Anderson,  and  .Mr. 
assistant-surgeon  Jones,  of  the  Madru  £u< 
ropeaa  regiment,  did  not  join  in  the  mucinyi 
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nor  do  I  think  the  non-commissIoncd  and 
pu*»it%  of  rhe  Madras  European  regiment, 
or  the  Native  commissioned,  non-commis* 
sfonrd  ofhcers  and  privates  of  :be  ist  battalion 
19th  Native  nfantry, would,  bad  they  not  been 
misf^uieUd  by  iU^u  guiky  officert^yf  ho  even 
gbent  *'  I  b*!ar,"  had  «ome  difticulty  to  pre- 
vail on  their  to  mutiny  against  my  authority, 
and  that  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  go- 
ve»"n'nent. 

J  8. — Lieutenant  Cecil,  who  commanded 
the  main  guard,  having  declined  (on  every 
or-aiion)  to  join  the  other  officers  in  their 
disorderly  and  insubordinate  conduct  (by  rc- 
siiMng  the  measures  of  government),  was* 
rch'  ved  from  ahe  main  guard  by  the  muti- 
neers, no:,  however,  till  he  had  tnvUe 
wared  on  me,  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  the 
second  time  after  I  was  arrested,  when  I  told 
him  to  .fcuhmit,  opposition  being  then  of 
ro  use,  and  being  ill,  to  report  sick,  to  avoid 
future  ill-treatment  frooi  the  mutineers. 

19. — Finding  my  letters  seized  by  the  mu- 
timers,  I  sent  a  letter  secretly  to  captain 
Fooie  by  his   purser,  with  request,  that  co- 

f)ics  of  it  might  be  transitiitted  without  de- 
ay  to  the  commander-in-chief  and  the  ho- 
noufiiMe  ihe  goyemor  in  council,  for  their 
information,  having  no  other  means  of  re- 
port i  tig  10  them,  till  I  was  liberated,  when 
a  statement  of  circumstances  would  be  duly 
forwarded  ;  which  will  fully  pro^e,  that  no- 
thing  was  panting  on  my  part  to  carry  my 
inshuctions  into  execution  instantly,  not- 
withstanding the  state  of  affairs  here,  so  fre* 
quenily  reoorted  since  my  assuming  the  com- 
xuaud  o{  the  Madras  European  regiment,  the 
garrison,  atid  (division,  previous  to  which 
their  opposition  to  ihe  measures  of  govern- 
ment, and  confederftcy  alluded  to  already, 
hat  commenced  with  the  Madras  and  Bombay 
armies. 

ao  —In  justice  to  the  purser  of  the  Picd- 
inoiifai\e,  I  roust  here  observe,  that  his  mis- 
take ?n  not  delivering  the  letter  sooner,  was 
of  110  other  cons<tjaence,  but  that  of  delay- 
in^  the  mutiny  a  few  hours,  it  being  regularly 

0  ^anizcd  and  resolved  upon,for  some  time  past, 
aiidmy  br  ii)garrc.s'((i,that  1  might  not  impede 
rhrir  sediuous  ptans  against  government, 
'o  actively  cairied  on,  sorry  I  am  to  add,  with 
">o  much  success.  Undersiandmg  that  general 
JVcr  will  not  reach  this  place  before  July  15, 

1  foivardrd  this  letter  in  the  most  private  and 
secret  manner,  ihjr  government  may  be  in 
pos><&&fon   of  the   fullest  information  on  the 

[J  of  Julv,  in  case  I  may  be  put  to  death 
>y  the  mutineer  before  or  aftr;  the  arrival 
of  major-general  Pacer,  commanding  officer 
of  thij  division. 

(Signed)        James  Innes, 
Lieut  .-col.  command.  Ma»ulipatana. 
Masuliparam, 
fi6djuue,  1809. 

FHrre  follows  the  correspondence  bctweitfi 
coloTiel  LiiK  $  arid  captain  FootCi  commanding 
hit  majesty's  ship,PiedmoDtaiie.] 
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Letter  from  colonel  Innes  to  the  adjuiaot 
general  of  the  army.  Fort  St.  Geoq^,  daccd 
S9th  of  June,  1809  ;<--suggesiing,  chat  ki- 
ters  may  be  intercepted  and  insuectrd,  aol 
complaining  of  the  hardship  ami  indigtrry, 
with  which  he  has  been  treated,  on  accoont 
of  bis  being  ^friend  to  governmeot. 

No.  6. 
Extract  from  the   Madras  Gazette  of  the 
S4tb  of  January,  1809. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Masulipatam, 
dated  1st  of  January. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  general 
reviewed  the  Madras  European  regiment, 
which  after  passing  in  review  performed  a 
variety  of  manoeuvres,  ai^  at  the  conchisioo 
his  excellency  was  pleased  to  address  colonel 
Tavlorat  the  head  of  the  regimeot,  nearly  as 
follows : 

•*  Colonel  Tavlor,'  in  performing  »  nern- 
sary  part  of  my  duty  by  reviewing  the  diffe- 
rent corps  on  this  establi aliment,  it  was  my 
peculiar  wish  to  see  those  in  the  Nonbera 
circars,  and  particularly  the  Madras  £un>- 
pean  regiment;  from  many  circumstaaces, 
this  regiment  has  in  a  manner  beea  over- 
looked, indeed  I  may  say  neglected  ;  pUced 
in  a  corner  of  this  extensive  country,  u  hs 
seldom  had  its  jtractice  of  duty  with  the  ocbcT 
corps  of  the  army. 

**  Notwithstanding  these  circumstances, 
from  my  knowledge  of  your  zeal  and  ability, 
colonel  Taylor,  1  was  confident  1  sboold 
find  this  corps  in  the  high  aute  of  disciplHie 
it  has  this  moVning  evinced ;  and  it  shall  be 
my  business,  as  much  as  lays  in  my  power, 
to  let  the  service  benefit  from  this  state  of 
discipline,  by  calling  it  into  more  geneial 
notice,  for  I  know  that  this  state  of  ioac- 
tiviiy  must  be  painful  to  the  feelings  of 
honourable  gentlemen  and  officers,  and 
pinful  to  the  feelings  of  brave  k«idiers; 
indec  d  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  the  reason 
for  this  ncglt!Ct.  This  regiment  has  alwiys 
been  forward  for  its  courage  and  loyalty; 
you  are  composed  of  the  same  materialsv 
as  the  other  European  corps  in  the  service,  aod 
1  arn  certain  that  the  same  brave  aod  gcncroiB 
spirit  actuates  you. 

**  Any  praise  1  can  bestow  upon  you,  co- 
lonel Taylor,  individually,  would  add  but 
little  to  the  character  of  an  officer  of  your 
rank  and  long  standing  in  the  army,  and  to 
one  who  has  always  given  much  satis&nioQ 
to  his  honourable  employers,  aod  tome,  ever 
since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaint 
ancc. 

*'  Have  the  goodness  to  convey  my  rhatla 
to  the  officers,  who  from  the  business  of  1^1 
morning  appear  to  have  givcQ  you  so  mncl 
support  aod  assistance ;  assure  the  lesimtnt 
at  large  of  my.  sincere  approbatioo  for  its 
appearance  this  moroinf^,  aod  of  my  coo* 
fident  hopes  that  they  willdojosdce  tony 
partiality,  if  that  praise  caa  be  caUed  so, 
which  is  so  justly  merited*** 
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No.  7. 
(Private  and  secret) 
>ear  Sir»  Masulipaum;  4th  of  July. 

I  arrived  here  early  this  morning ;  notning 
an  be  worse  than  the  s&ie  in  which  roatten 
rere.  Major  Storey  seema  a  weak  man,  and 
}C  uprriaoo  was  commanded  by  a  committee 
f  violent,  spirited  yoong  men.  They  de- 
berated  after  my  arrival  on  the  measures 
ley  were  to  pursue,  and  were  at  first,  I  am 
ituredy  disposed  to  resist  my  authority; 
3ey  next  made  a  demand  of  an  act  of  am- 
esty  for  all  late  proceedings  in  the  garrison 
f  Masulipatam.  This  I  told  them  it  was  quite 
npossible  for  me  to  grant,  that  a  regular 
lifitaiy  proceeding  had  been  instituted  to 
iquire  into  late  proceedings,  and  that  I 
ould  declare,  it  was  the  intention  of  go- 
ernment  to  order  a  court  martial  to  try  any 
erson  this  court  thought  ought  to  be  tried, 
ut  I  could  say  no  more.  They  had,  {.found, 
Icdged  thenuelves  most  deeply  to  resist  so- 
emment,  to  almost  all  the.  stations  in  toe 
rmy,  and  had  received  the  strongest  assuran- 
es  of  support  from  Hydrabad,  and  1  believe 
movement  towards  that  quarter  was  intended 
1  a  day  or  two.  The  puolic  avowal  of  their 
Btermmation  to  resist  eovemment,  made 
tiem  feel  rehictant  to  relax  in  their  opposi- 
lon,  and  their  fear  of  sufferimg  for  what  has 
assed  rendered  them  quite  desperate.  They 
owever,  after  a  conference  of  some  hours, 
ecame  more  reasonable,  and  professed  their 
bedience  to  my  authority,  and  their  acquics- 
Cfkce  in  the  enquiry  that  had  been  ordered. 

issued  the  general  orders  anddireaed  the  in- 
tant  release  of  lieutenant-coloneY  Innes  from 
rrcst.  I  saw  him :  he  is  no  doubt  a  very  good, 
ut  he  is  a  weak  man  :  he  feels  naturally  veiy 
adignant  at  what  has  past  i  but  will  be  i^ode- 
ate  in  his  conduct.  I  could  have  had  no  idea 
»r  the  length  to  which  matters  have  proceed- 
d  before  to  day ;   an  organized  opposition 

0  government  was  to  have  commenced  as 
he  day  after  to-morrow ;  and  in  the  present 
emper  of  men,  I  know  not  if  that  event 
an  be  avoided.  Nothing  can  be  so  unfor- 
unate  as  the  occurrence  of  the  mutiny 
lere,  as  numbers  have  been  hurried  into  guilt, 
rom  which  they  see  no  escape,  but  in  all 
>eing  equally  involved.  This  is  a  melan- 
;holy  state  to  have  minds  in ;  I  have  cer- 
aiidy  succeeded  in  making  them  abandon 
heir  violent  measures  for  the  moment,  but 

1  relapse  is  to  be  apprehended,  particularly 
ks  it  would  appear  aifficult,  if  not  impos*- 
lible,  to  tranquillize  them  by  an  aa  of  am- 
nesty. What  am  I  to  do,  in  case  of  an  ex- 
treme ?--the  combination  is  general.  Excuse 
ibis  hurried  note. — I  have  not  a  moment. 

I  am.  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)       John  Malcolm.. 

^        (Private  and  secret.) 
I^car  Sir,      Masulipatam,  5th  July,  1800. 
I  wrote  you  a  hurried  letter  last  night.  I  have 
iioce  come  to  the  knowledge  of  many  addi- 


tional &ctg«  and  have  had  tome  ume  to  re- 
flect on  what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  and  I 
thould  be  as  wanting  in  my  duty  to  you,  as 
to  my  country,  if  1  was  withheld  by  any 
motive  whatever,  iii  stating  my  sentiments 
in  the  most  undisguised  manner,  on  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affi|irs;  and  whether  you  coin- 
cide in  my  opinion  or  not,  you  can  have  no 
doubt  regarding  those  mouves  that  led  me 
to  express,  in  that  sacred  confidence  which 
your  knowledge  of  my  character  authorises 
me  to  use,  the  conviction  of  my  judgment 
on  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  upon  the 
present  unformnate  crisis.  I  have  now  seen 
the  concerted  plans  of  almost  the  whole  of 
the  army  against  the  authority  of  govern- 
ment, and  can  say  with  almost  an  assurance, 
that  I  am  correct;  that  there  is  not  one  com- 
pany's carps,firom  Cape  Comorin  to  Gaijam, 
that  is  not  implicated  in  the  general  guilt, 
and  that  is  not  pledged  to  rise  against  govern- 
ment, unless  what  they  deem  their  grievan- 
ces arc  redressed.  Be  assured,  that  no  com- 
manding officer,  whatever  they  may  write, 
has  any  real  authority  over  their  corps ;  and 
though  in  some  places  where  there  are  king's 
^gimeots,  they  are  more  guarded,  their  re- 
solution is  the  «ame,  and  they  mean  to  act 
the  moment  the  example  is  shewn  by  those 
partt  of  the  army  who  they  consider  u  most 
likely  to  be  successful  in  their  first  efforts. 
The  Hydrabad  and  Jaulnah  force  are  chiefly 
looked  to,  and  the  northern  division  of  the 
army  and  the  European  regiment,  has,  from 
what  they  style  its  regimental  grievances,  be- 
come the  corps  from  which  they  expect  the 
first  act  of  opposition.  Its  late  proceedings 
are  applauded,  and  confirmed  hy  the  force  at 
Hydrabad,  and  I  know  it  was  intended,  if 
there  had  been  the  slightest  indication  of  any 
coercive  measures,  or  even  had  the  com- 
mander-in-chief arrived,  to  have  marched 
this  corps,  and  the  two  Sepoy  battalions,  in 
the  division  to  effect  a  junction  with  the  Hy- 
drabad force,  in  oider  to  organize  an  army, 
to  commence  hostilities  with  government. 
Their  march  was  to  have  taken  place  as  to- 
day, and  it  was  for  five  hours  after  my  arrival, 
a  subject  of  warm  d  scussion,  whether  I 
should  be  recognized  or  not  as  their  com- 
manding officer  ;  and  after  stating  every  thing 
a  man  could  state,  to  reclaim  them  to  better 
feeling,  I  was  obliged  to  give  them  the 
choice  of  the  extreme,  of  cnher  immedi- 
ately submitting  to  the  order  of  government, 
or  of  opposing  it.  They  chose  at  last  the 
former,  but  placed  it  on  the  grounds  of  that 
general  respect  which  was  paid  by  them,  and 
all  their  brother  officers,  to  my  character ; 
I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  fight  regarding 
the  grounds  of  their  obedience  on  this  point, 
being  satisfied  with  the  substance,  and  par- 
ticularly as  1  had  received  this  proof  after 
they  .were  informed  of  my  sentiments  and 
intentions.  Though  an  immediate  opeti 
rebellion  agaiiut  government  has  been  pre- 
vented by  my  arrival  at  Masulipatam,  \W 
dMKcr  H  not  pwj,^  sm^  w^n^«jttn.t  d«f 
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ourselves,  cr  any  longer  evade  this  serious 
question :  TBe  ^ctrt  rf  the  company's  army  on 
the  coast,  are,  no  doukt,  at  this  moment^  in  a  state 
%f  attual  insMrrection  against  tbegovemsnenty  aild 
the  coinbiuarioo  against  authority  is  every 
moment  maturing,  and  spreading  wider.  I 
h  '.ve  seen  the  letter  from  the  Bombay  army 
to  that  of  the  coast,  and  it  is  unqualified  in 
its  conHemnatioo  of  the  orders  of  the  )st  of 
May,  and  its  promise  ^nd  support;  several 
private  letters  have  been  received  from  Ben- 
gal, and-  an  address  from  that  army,  to  the 
same  effect  as  that  of  Bombay,  is  expected. 
At  all  events,  they  appear  certain  that  no 
human  power  will  lead  the  Bengal  troops  to 
act  a^ii^st  them.  I'hey  calculate  upon 
opposition  from  the  king's  army,  and  their 
plans  af-e  concerted  to  meet  it.  These  de- 
luded men  are  aware  of  the  ruin  they  are 
bringing  upon  themselves,  but  their  infatu- 
ation is  so  g  eat  that  they  are  reconciled  to 
that  ruin,  in  the  expectation  that  it  will 
equally  involve  that  government,  against 
which  their  rage  has  been  so  industriously 
and  so  successfully  excited.  All  attempt  to 
reason  with  men  in  the  state  of  mind  they 
are  appears  vaiii  .  even  the  circulation  of  the 
able  letter  from  Bengal, is,  ai  I  apprehended, 
likely  to  inflame  instead  of  appeasing  their 
passions.  It  is  so  true,  that  when  men's 
minds  have  gone  completelv  wronj^,  that 
which  ought  to  put  them  right,  has  in  gene- 
ral a  direct  contrary  effect ;  and  the  fact  is, 
that  all  those  correct  principles  and  loyal 
feelings  which  are  so  e«oquently  expressed  in 
the  letter  from  the  supreme  government,  but 
serve  to  impress  them  more  forcibly  with  a 
aense  of  that  guilt  into  which  they  have  so 
precipitately  rushed,  and  to  render  them 
more  desperate  in  their  proceedings  ;  as  they 
can  after  what  has  past,  and  particularly  late 
events  at  this  place,  only  see  individual  safety 
in  all  being  equally  involved  in  the  deepe«t 
guilt.  I  inireat  you  to  b^  persuaded,  that 
tbe^e  sentiments  are  quite  general,  or  at  least, 
that  the  few  who  do  not  entertain  them  have 
neither  the  means  nor  the  courage  to  oppose 
the'r  progress,  and  allow  themhelves,  with 
an  indefensible  pastiveness,  to  be  borne  along 
with  the  tide 

Under  such  a  state  of  circumstances,  all 
hopes  of  this  spirit  of  insurrection  subsiding 
muKt  be  at  an  end ;  some  steps  must  instantly 
be  taken,  and  no  good  can  result  from  the 
application  of  any  partial  remedy.  The 
disease  is  general  and  the  reirvedy  must  be 
80  also;  it  remains  with  you  to  decide  on  the 
measures  that  are  to  be  adopted.  The  first 
and  most  military,  though  not,  perhaps,  the 
most  political,  that  suggests  itself,  is  the 
employment  of  aaual  force.  In  such  a  con- 
lest,  however,  not  only  the  means  must  be  . 
calculated,  but  the  result,  and,  as  far  as  I 
can  judge,  success,  evep  in  this  extreme, 
would  not  save  us  from  the  most  baneful  con- 
aesfiiences.  It  seems,  therefore  not  wise  to 
haTereso^  to  such  a  measure,  till  every  other 
that  h  ii  poaiiblc'forgbveriunent  to  take. 


without  the  annihilation  of  its  own  \ 
and  dignity,  has  been  tried,  and  failed: 
qualified  concessions  to  the  demand  of  the 
army,  either  in  dismissing  public  senraots  of 
government,  or  in  rescinding  its  orders, 
would  be  a  virtual  resignation  of  iu  power, 
and  cannot,  therefoie,  be  trade;  it  would, 
indeed,  be  better  and  more  honourable,  ^ 
matters  %oere  at  the  worst,  that  govemmeat 
should  fall  by  any  handa  than  its  own. 
Should  government  not  resolve  on  having 
immediate  recourse  to  force,  one  line  only 
remains  that  could,  at  the  present  moraem, 
afford  a  rational  hope  of  the  necessity  of 
having  recourse  to  that  extreme  being 
avoided,  or,  at  least,  of  its  l>eiog  resorted  to 
with  advantage ;  which  is,  to  meet  the 
crisis  at  once  by  a  general  order  to  some^ 
thing  of  the  following  purport.  **  Govern- 
ment finds,  with  concern,  that  it  can  no 
longer  indul;;e  that  sanguine  hope  whick 
it  once  entertained,  that  the  irritation, 
which  a  variety  of  causes  have  combined 
to  produce  in  the  minds  of  the  company's 
army  on  the  coast,  would  subside;  and  as 
it  is  satisfied,  that  the  evils  which  must  re- 
sult from  the  existence  of  those  combtna* 
tions  agaiivst  its  authority,  that  are  now 
formed  in  almost  every  station,  will,  if  sof* 
fered  to  continue,  be  as  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic interests,  as  if  those,  by  whom  these  pro- 
ceedings are  carried  on.  were  in  a  state  of 
open  hostility  to  government ;  it  feels  com- 
pt-lfed  to  anticipate  every  extreme  ihat  can 
occur,  and  to  publish  to  the  army  at  larg* 
the  final  resolutions  which  it  has  adopted, 
under  this  extraordinary  and  unparalleled 
situation  of  affairs;  and  these  resolutions 
will,  it  is  satisfied,  be  found  to  combine  as 
much  attention  to  the  feelings  of  the  army, 
as  it  is  possible  tc  shew,  without  a  sacrifice 
of  the  public  interest,  and  an  abandonment 
of  the  authority  and  dignjty  of  govern- 
ment. 

*•  The  governor  and  coanril  can,  and  does, 
make  every  possible  allowance  for  feelings 
so  strongly  excited  as  those  of  the  officers 
Of  the  coast  army  have  been,  and  is  disposed 
to  refer  that  great  agitation  of  mind,  into 
wliich  they  have  l>ecn  thrown  by  a  concur- 
rence of  causes  which  must  greatly  mitipte, 
if  they  do  not  altogether  extenuate,  th^t  de- 
greeo  criminality  which  must  alwa3rs  anack 
to  such  proceedings ;  and,  under  such  im- 
pressions, he  can  view  their  extreme  solici- 
tude regarding  those  of  their  brother  officers, 
whom  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  suspend  the 
service,  v^ith  that  consideration  which  is 
due  to  a  highly  meritorious  body  of  offi- 
cers acting  under  the  st**one  impulse  of  warn 
and  Honourable,  but  mistaken,  f^eUngs  ;  and 
with  such  sentiments  he  cannot  deem  it  dero-  * 
gatory  to  government  to  state,  that  he  in- 
tends, in  the  full  confidence  that  the  officers 
of  the  coast  army  will  abandon  their  pre* 
sent  dangerous  course  of  proceeding,  to 
recommend  to  the  honourable  the  court  of 


directors  the  rcstor^i 
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lose  officm.  whoie  totpentton,  and  the  rea- 
3nt  which  led  to  it*  have  been  reported  to 
Kem,  and  who  are  consequently  the  only 
uthority-by  which  that  act  can  be  repealed ; 
■til  he  can  have  no  doubt  but  the  earnest  de- 
ire  of  their  brother  oifvcers,  combined  wjih 
he  hi^h  character  which  most  of  the  officers 
nder  suspension  formerly  lieid  will  in* luce 
he  honourable  court  to  overlook  their  late 
onduct,  and  comply  with  his  rccommen-- 
ation.  Acting  upon  the  same  principle, 
ovcrnment  is  pleased  to  appoint  colonel 
lell  to  the  charge  of  the  battalion  of  artiU 
.>ry  at  the  Mount,  and  colonel  Chalmers  to 
le  command  of  the  subsidiary  force  in  Tra- 
ancore 

**  Lieut.  Maitland  is  appointed  quarter- 
laster  of  the  European  regiment  of  lutantry. 

••  The  committee  of  inquiry  ordered  to 
ssemble  at  Masulipatam,  is  repealed,  and 
o  act,  either  of  any  body,  or  of  individual 
dicers  in  the  company's  service,  of  Which 
o  cognizance  has  vet  been  taken,  and  which 
ccurred  before  tne  present  date,  will  be 
lade  subject  to  future  notice,  or  even  ope- 
ate  to  the  disadvantage  of  such  body  of  offi. 
ers  or  intlividuals,  unless  they  should,  by  a 
erseverance  in  the  same  course,  and  a  repe- 
tion  of  the  same  conduct,  forfeit  all  claims 
>  such  lenity  and  consideration.  At  a  mo. 
lent  when  government  has  taken  such  steps 
9  tranquillize  the  agitated  minds  of  the 
rmy,  and  to  leave  even  the  most  mistaken 
rithout  a  plea  for  perseverance  in  their  prc- 
*nt  dangerous  course,  it  must  declare  its 
ositive  and  fiual  resolution,  neither  to  alter 
r  modify  this  proceeding.  It  will  yield  no 
lore  to  the  intreaiies  or  demands  of  the 
rray,  and  if  any  officers  are  so  infatuated 
nd  so  lost  to  every  consideration  of  the  pub- 
c  good,  and  the  general  prosperity  of  their 
r>uotry,  as  not  immediately,  on  tbc  promul- 
ation  of  this  order,  to  abunbon  their  pre- 
?nt  course  of  proceeding,  government  must, 
3wever  much  it  mav  deprecate  such  an 
ctreme,  meet  it  witd  that  firmness  and 
murage  which  becomes  a  constituted  autho- 
ly  of  the  empire  of  Great  Britain.  It  has 
>ntemplated  this  possible,  though  it  trusts 
ighly  improbable  event;  and  the  different 
ificers  entrusted  with  command,  are  direct- 
i.  should  any  spirit  of  turbulence  and  iu- 
ibordination  appear  among  the  officers  of 
le  troops  under  their  command,  to  punish 
e  individuals  with  all  the  severity  of  mar- 
i\  law;  and  should  the  operation  of  the 
pillar  course  of  justice  be  inipeded  either 

:*  combination  among  the  officers  or  men, 
cli  .will  instantly  be  proclaimed  rebels 
^inst  the  legal  authority  of  government 
id  their  country;  as  government  is  per. 
ctly  satisfied,  that  the  public  interests  will 
ceive  more  injury  from  any  effort  to  con- 
iate  men  who  persevere  (after  what  has 
ist)  ia  pnnriples  so  opposite  to  the  resto- 
tion  of  order  and  discipline,  than  it  even 
n  nieet  from  them  at  open  enemies  to 
eir  kin|^  %nd  qountry" 


1  am  aware  that  athoutand  objeetions  maj 
be  made  to  an  order  of  this  nature,  but  it 
must  only  be  tried  by  the  times  Matters 
have  arrived  at  that  crisis,  that  something 
decisive  must  instant/ybt done  There  is  not 
an  hour  for  delay ;  and  what  1  have  sug- 
gested is  only  the  first  proclamation,  in  a 
war,  that  seems  to  me,  even  with  this  step, 
almost  unavoidable.  If  human  means  coukl 
avoid  it,  this  act  will,  for  it  holds  out  every 
motive  that  can  incline  men  to  good,  and 
deter  them  ft  om  evil.  It  concedes,  no  doubt, 
in  some  points,  but  the  case  is  urgent,  and 
the  spirit  of  concession  is  ccirrected  by  th« 
firmness  and  resolution  which  is  ^  ixed  with 
it;  but  your  own  mind  will  suggest  every 
thing,  (am.  as  you  know.  <  e vote  I  to  the 
cause  of  my  country.  It  will  depend  upon 
you  where  I  am  to  act.  If  matters  draw  t<r 
an  extreme  !  should  prefer  my  station,  My- 
sore, as  that  in  which  I  have  most  influence* 
and  cou  d,  in  consequence,  contribute  ^most 
to  the  support  of  the  puMic  interests.  I 
cannot  concude.  without  again  intreating 
you  not  to  allow  yourself  to  be  lulled  into 
secur  ty,  and  to  be  ^tihfied  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  taking  some  .vtep  or  another  to 
save  the  state  from  tJie  imminent  danger  to 
which  it  is  exposed.  But  inaction,  even 
dangerous  as  it  is,  may  be  better  than  the 
commencement  of  a  coercive  system,  before 
steps  have  been  taken  to  gaiu  more  friendt 
to  government  than  it  has  at  present  m  the 
army.  And  I  confess,  I  can  see  no  mode  of 
doing  this,  but  by  a  measure  which  is 
completely  decided  and  final ;  and  which, 
while  it  grants  every  induljjente  even  to 
erroneous  feel.ngs,  looks  to  the  close  of  this 
great  question,  with  a  moderate  and  con- 
ciliatory, but  a  firm  and  manly  spirit,  f 
shall  b«  most  anxious  for  your  sentiments 
as  soon  as  possible,  on  the  line  I  am  to  pur- 
fue  at  this  place.  The  question  of  the  ma- 
rines and  the  removal  of  some  of  the  officers, 
had,  I  find,  (for  they  have  shewn  m?  all 
their  papers,)  been  anticipated  by  the  other 
stations,  and  the  opposition  here  was  in  part 
by  instruction,  an  i  sub«eqiieiic  letters 
sufficiently  shew,  that  this  case  is  no  longer 
that  one,  nor  of  theg.irrisoiiof  Masulipatam, 
but  of  the  whoie  army,  and  that  they  are 
most  deeply  pledged  to  thesuppoit  of  each 
other.  Indeed,  tlgre  cannot  be  a  doubt,  but  he 
punishment  of  any  one  would  cause  the 
who'e  to  break  out  This  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  avoid,  as  well  as  to  prevent  their  march- 
ing, which  was  their  intention,  and  which 
they  expect  to  be  called  upon  to  do,  till  I 
know  the  general  line  you  mean  lo  pursue, 
lam,  my  dear  Sir, 
With  respect, 
your  fait hful  servant, 
(Signed)  J.  Malcolm. 
Hon.  SirG.  H.  Barlow,  Bart.  K.  B. 

In  this  place  is  introduced  a  further  Vtter 
from  B.  General  Malcolm  to  Sir  <;.  ri.  jar- 
low ;  confirmiug  his  former  statemenik. 
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To  die    preceding  correspondence  with 
Sir  G.  Barlow,  are  added  two  confidential 
letters  to  colonel  Barclay ,  to  the  same  pur- 
port, with  the  letter  to  the  governor. 
No.  8. 
Fort  St.  George,  1 2ih  July,  I809. 

pear  Malcolm, 

Sir  George^  Barjpw  has  received  your  let- 
ter of  tlie  4tn  insunt,  and  he  desires  me  to 
express  his  entire  approbation  of  all  your  pro- 
ceedings, as  reported  in  that  letter. 

The  obedience  to  your  authority,  manifest- 
ed by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  garrison, 
has  aflPorded  to  the  governor  the  greatest  satis- 
faction. 

As  it  is  possible  that  considerable  delay  may 
arise  in  the  arrival  of  the  other  meinbers  of 
the  committer  apfiointcd  to  enquire  into  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  late  occur- 
rences a-MasoIipatam,  the  governor  authorizes 
you,  if  the  measure  should  appear  to  you  to 
be  advisable,  to  proceed  in  that  enquiry  by 
yovrsclf,  reponine  the  resuh  for  the  infor- 
mation and  orders  of  government. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir  George  Barlow 
leaves  it  to  your  discretion,  to  grant  a  pardon 
to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
of  the  Madras  European  regiment,  and  to  the 
Native  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
officf  rs  and  privates  of  the  Native  corps,  for 
any  part  which  they  may  have  taken  in  the 
late  irregularities. 

The  governor  presumes  that  vou  have  ex- 
plained the  circumstances  whicn  led  to  the 
orders  for  the  purix)se  of  performing  marine 
duty  on  board  of  His  Majosty's  ships ;  and 
that  you  have  distinctly  stated,  that  there 
never  existed  any  idea  or  intention  on  the  part 
of^govemment,  to  disperse  or  break  the  Ma- 
dras European  regiment,  and  place  the  offi- 
cers on  half-pay,  or  inflict  any  punishment, 
or  impose  any  mark  of  disgrace  or  disapproba- 
tion whatever  on  that  corps. 

Sir  George  Barlow  has  also  received  your 
letten  of  the  ffh  and  6th  instant*  and  will  re- 
ply to  them  without  delay. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)         R.  Barclay,  - 
Military  Secretary. 
To  colonel  Malcolm. 

Fort  St.  George»  12th  July,  i8«9 
Dear  Malcolm, 

You  will  have  leceived  my  letter  of  this 
date,  in  replv  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst. 
^hich  related  more  immediately  to  the  recent 
occurrences  at  Masulipatam,  and  to  the  mea- 
sures which  you  had  adopted  with  regard  to 
that  garrison. 

I  am  now  directed  by  Sir  George  Barlow, 
jto  reply  to  your  letters  of  the  5th  and  6th  inst. 
rcspectmg  the  state  of  the  army  generally,  and 
the  course  of  policy  which  you  recommend  to 
he  pursued. 

Sir  George  Barlow  desires  me  to  express  to 
you  his  thanks  for  the  very  unreserved  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  comolunicated  to 
^im  your  opinion  on  this  important  subject* 

After  the  matureit  coaiidcntion»  be  cannot 


satisfy  his  mind  of  the  policy  of  tbecowKt^f 
measiires  which  you  haverecommeoded  to  lai 
adoption. 

You  have  indeed  been  long  apprized  of  the 
sentiments  of  Sir  George  Barlow  with  re^ 
to  that  course  of  policy,  and  the  informatioQ 
which  you  have  now  communicated  to  hin 
instead  of  altering  those  senthnents,  has  coo- 
firmed  him  in  his  opinion  of  the  necenity  of 
maintaining  the  authority  of  the  g;ovenniKnt 
with  unshaken  firmness  aiKl  resolution. 

You  cannot  now  render  a  more  acccptsUe 
service  to  the  public  interests,  than  by  eirn- 
ingyour  influence  and  ability  in  keeptntdie 
garrison  of  Masulipatam  firm  to  their  doiy, 
and  in  satisfying  the  officers  that  it  is  not  las 
for  their  interest,  than  it  is  consistent  wltli 
that  duty,  to  await  the  decision  of  the  atnbo- 
rities  in  England^  on  the  several  ^vestiooi 
which  have  occasioned  so  much  a^tatiooio 
the  minds  of  a  considerable  portiooof  die 
army  of  this  establishment. 

As  Sir  George  Barlow  entertains  thefiiOest 
confidence  that  your  endeavours  for  this  pur- 
pose will  prove  successful,  that  no  exucflie 
cases  of  the  nature  of  those  to  which  yoa  al- 
lude occur.  If,  however,  any  such  can 
should  occur,  he  leaves  it  entirely  to  yoor 
discretion  to  adopt  such  measures  as  yoa  nnjr 
deem  best  calculated  to  meet  the  exigenqr  of 
the  occasion^  aivl  to  enable  yoo  to  maiiHain 
your  authority  in  the  garrison  tinder  yoor 
command. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  oooi* 
municated  by  you.  Sir  George  Baifaw  bis 
deemed  it  to  be  expedient  to  assemble  a  con- 
siderable force,  consisting  of  His  Majotj^ 
and  the  honourable  company's  troops  it 
the  neighbourhood  of  Madras,  for  the  po^ 
pose  of  protecting  the  seat  of  govemmeot, 
and  enabling  the  government  to  maintain  in 
authority  tmder  all  possible  circunmaooes. 
I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  Ba  R  c  lay, 

Military  Secreuy. 
Colonel  Malcolm. 

No.o. 

Letter  from  colonel  Miallcolm,  dated  Masu- 
lipatam, 17th  July,  to  Sir  G.  Barlow,  ir- 
knowledging  the  receipt  of  colonel  B.'i  of 
the  12th,  and  urging  (with  apology)  the  srp 
menu  used  in  his  letters  of  the  5th  and  otb, 
also  earnestly  begging  permission  to  goto  M> 
dras,  for  the  purpose  of  makioc  coDUDimica- 
tions  on  the  sute  of  affain,  whkh  it  waiia>- 
possible  to  convey  in  a  letter. 

Letter  firom  the  same  to  colonel  Bordajr  it- 
ted  the  18th  July,  reportinc  fiirtber  iofiocBa- 
tion  he  had  received,  that  the  officcn  of  die 
garrison  were  required  by  those  at  Uydnhad^ 
to  keep  possession  of  Masulipatam.  ^ 
Letter  from  colonel  Barclay  to  cokv 
K^Icolmy  dated  Fort  St.  George,  ssd  Jiqri 
1800,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  feiiff 
of  the  17th,  referring  him  to  the  letters  of 
the  ifith,  and  desiring  that  cobnd  M*wiU  oa 
no  account  leave  Mnalinanoi  ]iftthott  Sk  G- 
Barlow's  oidcis.  ^  b7v2iODgR 
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No.  11. 
(Private  and  confidential.) 

Masulipatam,  iBch  July,  1809. 
My  d«ir  Barclay, 

I  last  niuhi  received  your  letter  of  the  i£th 
nstanr;  and  am  most  h^ppy  to  learn,  that 
!ir  Gtforge  Barlow  approves  of  my  first  pro- 
ccdings. 

I  expect  that  Berkeley  and  Evans  will  be 
ere  the  fiitt  or  2«d,  and  it  is  my  decided 
pinion,  no  invesMgation  should  be  made  till 
^cy  arrive.  This  enquiry  must  be  considered 
y  the  whole  army  as  a  regular  military  pro- 
reding,  and  the  imprc»;Mon  made  by  the  ap- 
omtment  of  such  a  commiiife  would  be 
jst,  if  I  vras  to  execute  1  s  uuties, — besides, 
ic  dfl<»y  is  trifling  If  S  r  Gcorf>e  adopts  no 
icasurt- whirh  supers*  Hcs  th"  object  of  this 
ommitice,  1  should  wish  to  be  authorized  to 
aryythc  report  to  Madras.  I  will  travel 
)awkc,  and  can,  if  required,  return  in  the 
imp  way.  General  Pdier  will  be  herci  and 
(erkeiey  can,  if  necessary,  be  appointed  to 
ic  temporary  command  of  the  regiment, 
f  Taylor  is  not  brought  down,  *whick  I  think 
e  ought,  from,  Vizagapatam,  believe  me,  it 
f  of  tie  utroostconseauf nee  I  should  person- 
lly  communicate  with  Sir  George  Barlow 
pon  this  important  subject.  I  am  glad  Sir 
reorge  Barlow  has  placed  it  at  mv  discretion 
>  pardon,  if  I  rhought  it  necessary,  the 
on-commissioned  officers  and  privates  (Tay- 
>r  is  an  excellent  steady  officer,  has  great 
reigbt  with  the  regiment,  particularly  the 
len,  and,  though  he  signed  some  papers,  is, 
feel  satisfied,  true  to  his  country  and  the 
overnment)  of  this  garrison  ;  but  nocircum- 
ance  short  of  an  open  attempi  to  throw  off 
ly  authority,  can  ever  lead  me  to  think  of 
jch  a  step,  as  it  would  immediately  drive  to 
espair  the  European  commissioned  officers, 
n  whose  temper  and  moderation  depends,  at 
lis  moment,  the  allegiance  of  almost  all  the 
[ficers  of  the  company's  army  on  the  coast, 
'*w  9ne  line  knotvledge  at  this  moment 
>read  the  flames  of  mutiny  over  the  peniosu- 
u  Under  such  circumstances,  of  what  con- 
|qucncc  would  even  a  triumph  over  a  few 
Seers  at  Masulipatam  be,  supposing  that 
?rtain,  unless  you  were  prepared  for  contest 
rer>'  where  ?  I  will  never  abandon  my  autho- 
ty,  or  fail  in  the  performance  of  my  duty. 
It  I  never  shall  [unless  positively  ordered) 
ke  any  step  that  I  conceive  likely  to  involve 
ly  country  in  a  civil  war.  Such  an  extreme, 
must  be  the  wish  of  government  to  avoid, 
long  as  it  possibly  can ;  nothing,  indeed, 
in  justify  its  cominencemeot  but  the  total 
ilurc  of  every  possible  means  to  prevent  its 
xurrence.  The  present  combinations  of 
le  officers  of  the  company's  army  against  the 
dvemment,  has  hardly  a  feature  common 
ith  an  ordinary  roititaiy  mutiny,  and  there* 


lore  the  principles  thit  would  tpply  to  the 
one,  are  w  no  means  applicable  to  the  other. 
It  is  not  tne  reduction  of  a  corps  or  garrison 
to  order  and  obedience,  but  the  reclaimiog  a 
large  body  of  men  to  their  atuchmentand  al- 
le((iance  to  the  state  they  serve,  which  is  the 
object ;  and  this  never  can  be  done  by  partial 
ircasures,  whether  these  are  of  a  lenient  or  a 
coc  reive  nature.  I  have  no  doubt  but  eo- 
vemment  would  ultimately  triumph  in  the 
contt-st,  if  it  commenced  this  moment,  but 
'it  would  be  a  triumph  over  its  own  strength, 
and  the  occurrence  of  such  a  rupture  must 
produce  consequences  that  will  shake  our  In* 
dian  empire  to  \U  base. 

From  the  progress  of  the  present  agitation, 
I  frar  government  will  not  have  much  time 
for*  consideration,  and  it  should  always  be 
recollected,  fhat  m  a  crisis  like  the  present, 
every  thing  depends  on  the  moment  ar  which 
measures  are  adopted;  and  the  same  act. 
which  would  be  successful  to-day,  would 
perhaps  totally  fail  of  producing  the  desired 
effect,  if  adopted  a  month  hence.  You  will 
satisfy  Sir  George  Barlow,  that  one  of  the 
first  things  I  did  after  I  came  on  sbore»  was  to 
satisfy  the  minds  of  the  officers,  and  through 
them,  of  the  men,  of  the  intentions  of  go- 
vernment, in  ordering  a  party  of  marines 
from  the  corps;  and  you  will  see,  by  the 
enclosed  extract  from  my  Journal,  tnat  I 
took  the  first  good  opportunity  that  offered^ 
of  stating  this  fact  in  the  most  public  and  im* 
pressive  manner  to  the  whole  regiment. 

I  am  most  anxious  to  hear  from  Sir  George 
Barlow,  subsequent  to  his  receipt  of  my 
letters  of  the  5th  and  6th  instant,  as  my 
mind  is  in  a  state  of  the  most  distressing 
anxiety.  I  have,  however,  to  support  me,  . 
the  consciousness  of  having  fulfilled  my  duty 
to  him  and  to  my  country. 

1  am  ever  your  s  sincerely, 
(Signed)       JoBif  Malcolm* 

Another  letter  date  same  from  the  same  to 
the  same,  saying,  that  he  will  in  fourdays  go 
to  Madras,  with  a  report  of  the  enquiry 
he  IS  making. 

A  third  letter  from  the  same  to  the  aame^ 
dated  81st  July. 

A  fourth  letter  from  colonel  Malcolm,  to 
Sir  O.  Barlow,stating  that  the  orders  from  the 
Hydrabad  commander  had  produced  an  exces* 
sive  ferment,  that  the  officers  had  been  in- 
structed to  call  upon  colonel  Malcobn  for  an 
assurance  that  the  orders  of  the  Ist  of  May 
would  be  rescinded  ;  and  if  this  was  refused, 
they  were  instantly  to  throw  off  their  allegi- 
ance to  government;  that  in  consequence  of 
his  arguments,  the  officers  had  engaged  to 
remain  dutiful  and  obedient,  until  colonel 
Malcolm  should  go  to  Madras  with  his  report, 
and  return. 


*  There  are  two  distinct  meatures  now  in  progreis,  one  an  Affeal  to  Bengal f  and  the 
ber  a  flan  to  obtain,  by  operations  of  acombinea  oatiuc»^if  ibcy  caoDOfrby^ijUMKDiU'iK^ 
le  repeal  of  the  ordcn  of  the  lit  May.  *i  i^^d  byVJOUgie 
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Also  ^stating  that  he  had  deferred  every 
attempt  to  detach  the  men  from  their  officers^ 
because  he  knew  that  would  be  a  signal  for 
the  whole  ro  throw  off  their  allegiance,  and 
because  he  was  doubtful  of  the  success  of 
inch  an  attempt.  Bc^ifJes,  ♦•  such  an  expe- 
dient would  have  l>een  Saneful  to  the  service, 
and  was  not  to  be  resorted  to,  while  a  hope 
remiiaed  of  reclaiming  the  officers  to  a  sense 
of  their  duty.''  The  letter  concludes  with 
the  following  explanation  of  the  motive*  of 
fail  conduct. 

I  hope  the  e  reasons  will  satisfy  you  of  the 
wisdom  o5  the  part  I   h;ive  taken  ;  and  you 
rr.iin  see*  that,  unless  I  wished  to  precipitate 
the  general  icvott  of  the  whole  of  the  com- 
pany's army,  I  could  nol,if  Irema'ned  here, 
^     anri  waited  your  answer  to  r.iy  repor*,  ta^e 
any  steps  with  the  men  to   secure  their  fide- 
litv;  and  I  sha'l  (if  it  is  your  wi*h  I  should) 
retufi  10  this  command  with  your  final  or- 
ders, as  strong,    and  p  o'oahly  stronger,  in 
inBnence  (as  coming  direct  from  the  scat  of 
authority)  as  I  hhonld  have  been,  had   I  re- 
mained till  your  answer  was  received.  There 
is  little  chance  of  any  thing  occurring  when 
I  am  away  as  most  stations  look  to  this ;  and 
the  result  of  your  proceedinijs  on  the  report 
I  make  will  be  awaited.     Thus  the  govern- 
ment  will  gain  time,   which,  under   every 
plan  you  can  roe^n  to  pursue,  must  be  an 
advantage  to  you,  and   a  disadvantage  to 
those    cpmbined     ai^ainst     vour  authority. 
Their  insanitv  is  at  this  instant  at  its  height, 
and   every  moment  that  action  is  delayed, 
reason  has  a  chance  of  operating;  besides, 
their  committees  are  likely  to  differ  in  opi- 
nion ,  and  this  is  a  proof  of  weakness  some 
of  them  already  begin  to  discover.     I  hive 
not  lost  a  moment .  as  I  will  shew  you  by  my 
journal  and  letter-book   when   I  arrive,  In 
disseminating  eorrect  sentiments,  and  in  ex- 
posing to  them    in  the  boldtfst  manner,  the 
true  nature  ot  that  deep  guilt  on  which  they 
are  rushing    I  have  drawn  their  attention  to 
a  different  nature,  of  the  dangers  and  ruin 
that  will  attend  their  perseverance  in  this 
course,   from  what  they  have  hitherto  con- 
templated ;  and  though  thr  proceedings  have 
brought  a  rhousund  cahimnies  upon  my  head, 
I  know^eat  effect  has  bee.,  produced  in  the 
quarters  whfre  it  is  most  essential,  the  senior 
.ind  thinking  part,  whom  it  has  been  my  ob- 
ject to  rouse;  as  I  am  sati'ified,  if  extremes 
are  resorted  to,  they  will  command  the  men. 
When  to  all   the  reasons  I  ha^e  stated  for 
njy  proceeding  to  Madras  immediately  (rhut 
is    in  three  or  four  driys  from  this  date;  is 
idde'  tlie   i^dvan  wge  you  may  receive  from 
the  very  <  xteiwive  information  I  can  give  you 
of  the  temper   of  the   army,  and  of    their 
ge»)er«l  ^dansof  combination  and  action,  I 
cannot   but  ami  ipate  your  approbation  of 
thin  stf-p.     At  all  events    you  must  he  satis- 
fifd,  nothing  but  a  conscientious  conviction 
•f  its  being  essential  to  the  public  interest-, 


could  have  led  me  to  take  it  4^ichotit  joor 
previous  sanction. 

I  am  with  respect, 
yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)  J  Malcolm. 
Sir  G.  H.  Barlow,  Bart.  K.  B. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
p.  S.— I  have,  since  writing  the  above, 
seen  sjinc  ol  the  senior  cffaccrs*  who  astuie 
me,  thai  ihcy  and  their  officers  are  as  jeaiooi 
of  mv  honour  as  (hey  would  be  of  their  own. 
a  id  that  d  I  think  it  nrccssary  to  go  lo  Ma- 
dras, thfy  will  pL'dgc  ihemstlvcs  tor  the  or- 
derly and  dutiful  conduct  of  the  whole  till 
my  return,  unless  in  the  very  ur»likcly  case  of 
o:hcrstdi2ou%  rising  in  arms,  which  ihey  willed 
every  th.in^  in  their  pt^wer  to|Vcveni,  by  re- 
presenting to  them  the  pledge  they  have  made, 
which  ihcy  wiUa'.iurc  them  is  voluntary,  and 
hds  been  made  without  the  ^li^jhiisc  promise 
from  me.  I  have  indeed  cautiously  avoided 
any  comniunicaiion  that  could  lead  them  to 
believe  I  entertained  an  opinion  thai  govern- 
ment would  make  any  concession ;  a^d  tbe 
same  language  is  held  m  the  privaic  letters  I 
have  communicated  to  ihcm,  with  reg<2id  to 
the  actual  situation  of  the  army  at  thu  mo- 
ment- 

I  feci  now  much  more  assured  of  the  con- 
tinued subordination  of  this  ^arri^on  during 
the  period  of  my  absence,  than  if  I  was 
present. 

(Signed)         J.  Malcoim. 
(True  Copies.) 

(Signed)      A    Falconer, 
Chief  Secretary  to  govt. 

Enclosure  No.  12. 
To   the     honourable    Sir    G.    H.    Barlow, 

Bart.  &c.   K.   B.   governor  -in- council. 

Fort  St.  Geoige. 

Letter  from  colonel  Malcolm,  to  the 
governor,  dated  1st  August,  statiug  that 
he  has  transmitted  to  the  Commander-i»- 
chief  an  account  of  the  inquiry  into  the 
proceedings  of  the  officers  at  Masulipatam, 
previous  to  his  arrival  there,  and  recapiia- 
latiog  the  occurrences  during  his  command 
of  the  garrison. 

Extract  from  lieutenant-colonel  Mal- 
colm's Journal  ;  containing  substance  of  a 
communication  made  by  him,  on  the  mori^ 
in^  of  the  18th  July,  1809,  expo»tulatiog 
With  an  officer,  on  the  criminality  of  tbe 
proceedings  of  the  officers,  and  represents 
in  lively  terms,  the  difficulties  which  are  op- 
posed to  the  successs  of  their  views  from 
the  inefficiency  of  their  means,  tbe  dis- 
union of  their  plans,  and.  above  all,  the 
badness  of  the  cause  in  which  they  weie 
engaged. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  at 
Masulipatani,  dated  23d  July,  shews  that 
the^Committee  at  MasuHpaUm  propose, 
for  the  consideration  of  tne  other  Com- 
mittees, certain  questions    respecting    tbe 
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nature  of  the    conditiout  to  be  required 
from  the  goverimient. 

To  Major-GeneralGowdie,  Commander  i a- 

Chief  of  the  Forces. 

Sir, — I  have  before  infurmed  you,  that  in 
coustfquence  of  instructions  1  received  from 
the  honourable  the  governor,  through  the 
medium  of  licuienant-colonel  Barclay,  mi- 
litary secretary.  1  proceeded  ( without  wait- 
ing the  assemblin^^of  the  Committee  that 
-was  ordered)  to  make  au  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  garrison  of  Masulipatam. 
J  considered  that  the  best  form  in  wFiich  I 
could  make  the  inquiry  was  to  codect  from 
lieut.-colonel  Innis  every  information  he 
could  givey  and  to  obtain  such  evidence  from 
the  officers  of  the  garrison  as  appeared  ne- 
cessary to  estabhsh  the  leading  facts  of  the 
transactions  it  was  my  object  to  investigate. 
I  judged,  that  a  minute  and  formal  personal 
examination  of  the  parties  was  equally  un- 
necessary to  the  object  of  the  preHmmary 
enquiry  with  which  I  was  charged,  and 
unsuited  to  th**  temper  of  the  times,  or  to 
the  fulfilment  of  those  objects,  which  I  con- 
ceived the  honourable  the  governor  to  have 
had  in  vje%v  at  the  time  I  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  garrison  of  Masuli-. 
patam. 

The  officers  of  the  garrison,  whom  I 
called  upon  for  information,  were  of  course 
cautious  in  committing  to  writing,  or  in- 
deed in  verbally  stating,  any  thing  that 
might  criminate  themselves;  and  I  was 
induced  by  manv  reasons  to  avoid  any  ex- 
amination of  toe  men  of  the  European 
regiment  or  Native  battalion;  such  evi- 
dence was  not  necessary  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  principal  facts,  and  it  could 
not  have  been  obtained  without  a  cbmpkte 
sacrifice  of  that  temper,  which  it  was  my 
object  to  maintain,  until  the  government 
was  in  possession  of  the  general  result  of 
my  inquiry,  and  of  that  important  infoima- 
tioo  regarding  the  state  of  not  only  Masuli>- 
patam  out  of  other  stations  in  the  army, 
which  my  emplovment  upon  this  duty  had 
enabled  me  to  collect. 

I  enclose  a  statement  given  in  by  lieutenant 
ttolonel  Inuis,  with  an  appendix,  and  two 
private  notes  in  reply  to  queries  I  put  to 
him  subsequent  to  his  delivering  in  his 
first  statement.  J  also  enclose  a  paper 
which  contains  the  subs- ance  of  the  infor- 
mation given  me  by  captain  Andrews,  of 
the  European  regiment,  and  captain  Kelly, 
of  the  Ist  batt.lion  I9lh  regiment  of  N.  I , 
and  which  was  coroborated  by  several  of 
the  officers  of  the  garrison.  I  transmit  a 
paper  from  lieutenant  Nixon,  the  adju" 
tant,whom  I  examined  relating  to  the  differ- 
ent causes  which  had  led  to  agitate  the 
minds  of  the  men  of  the  European  regi- 
ment, and  to  make  them,  as  lyell  as  their 
•fficers,  forget  their  duty. 

You  are  to  possession  of  major  Storey's 
liBtteri  Mating  the  nature  of   the  situation 


ia  which  he  was  placed,  and  the  steps 
which  he  adopted.  In  addition  to  that  do- 
cument, I  enclose  the  substance  of  a  verbal 
declaration  which  major  Storey  made  to  me 
upon  this  subject,  and  which  shews  the  lead- 
ing considerations  which  he  states  to  havt 
governed  his  conduct  upon  this  occasion. 

I'hese  enclosures  will  throw  complete 
light  upon  the  conduct  of  both  lieutenant- 
colonel  Innis,  and  the  officers  of  the  garrison 
of  Masulipatam;  and  I  shall,  in  the  course 
of  the  lew  observations  which  I  feel  it  my 
duty  ro  offer  upon  their  contents,  state  such 
additional  facts  ^  came  to  my  knowledge 
from  verbal  communicati  ns  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 

It  is  not  possible  to  contemplate  the  con', 
duct  of  the  officers  of  Masulipatam  through- 
out the  dilForent  stages  of  this  tmnsaction, 
without  cont^tant  reference  to  the  general 
discontent  and  disaffection  to  government* 
which  at  the  moment  of  their  proceedings 
prevailed  in  the  mimls  of  a  large  proportion 
of  the  officers  of  the  company's  army  on 
this  establishment,  and  which  must  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  chief,  if  not  the  sol* 
cause,  of  their  excesses. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Injjjs  appears  'from 
his  statement  to  have  joined  the  corps  he 
was  appointed  to  command,  with  an  im- 
pression that  the  officers  of  it  were  dis- 
affected to  government,  and  with  a  resolu- 
tion to  correct  such  improper  principles 
in  whatever  plate  or  shape  he  met  them. 

He  landed  at  Masulipatam  on  the  7th 
May,  and  was  invitea  on  the  same  day 
to  (line  at  the  mess  of  the  rcKiment; 
asid  it  was  after  dinner,  on  this  first 
day  of  their  intercourse,  that  the  ground- 
work was  laid  of  all  their  future  dispatches. 
The  only  substantial  fact  adduced  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Innis  on  this  occasion, 
and  admitted  by  the  other  parties,  was, 
that  *«  the  friends  of  the  armv,"  was  given 
as  a  toast  at  thi^  meeting  by  lieutenant 
D.  Forbes,  and  seconded  by  lieutenant 
Maitland,  quarter  master  of  the  corps^ 
I'his  toast  lieutenant <o;onel  Innis  requested 
might  be  changed  for  **  the  Madras  army  ;** 
but  his  proposition  was  not  acceded  to, 
and  he  in  consequence  left  the  table.  This 
appears  to  be  the  only  proved  fact.  Several 
observations  are  stated  by  lieurenant- colonel 
Innis  to  have  been  made  by  officers  at  the 
table,  that  were  disre  peciful  to  govern- 
ment, and  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
subordination  and  good  order ;  but  the 
only  one  of  the<»e  observations  that  he  spe- 
cifics, is  ascribed  to  lieutenant  Maitland, 
in  a  letter  to  that  gentleman,  which  forms 
a  number  of  the  appendix.  In  that  letter, 
lieuienant-colonel  Innis,  after  regretting;, 
th^t  lieutenants  Maitland  and  Forbes  had 
not  made  the  apology  he  required  of  them, 
for  their  conduct  on  the  evening  of  th^  7th 
of  May,  adds,  "  I  will  forward  any  expla** 
nation  you  muy  state  to  me  with  respec^ 
to  the  Usgrvaiio/ii  ycu  made  at  the  mess  on  th< 
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7th  instant  to  puhliely  with  respect  to  the 
Nizam* s  deuchment  and  officers,  who  are 
not  friends  of  the  army."  Lieutenant 
Maitland,  in  his  reply  to  this  letter,  states 
his  wish  that  government  will  not  decide 
upon  lieutenant-colonel  Innis's  report,  until 
he  has  an  opportunity  of  defending  him- 
self ;  and  further  observes,  until  I  received 
your  letter  this  day,  I  never  knew  for  what 
words  or  actions  of  mine  an  apology  was 
required  ;  for  I  most  solemnly  deny  ever 
having  given  vay  opinion  in  any  manner 
regarding  the  Nizam's  detachment  and  its 
officers  that  night,  or  at  any  other  time  in 
your  presence." 

When  Lieut.-Col.  Innis  left  the  mess-room, 
which  he  did,  as  has  been  before  stated,  in 
consequence  of  their  refusing  to  change  the 
toast  to  *•  the  Madras  Army,"  as  he  had 
proposed,  ic  appears  the  officers  proceeded 
to  drink  their  original  toas;  in  the  manner 
they  were  accustomed  todnnk  it,  with  three 
cheers;  and  these  it  is  not  unlikely  may 
have  been  mistaken  by  Lieut.-Col.  Tunis  for 
further  remarks  of  disrespect  to  him,  and 
consequently  to  the  authority  by  which  he 
was  appointed  ;  but  the  officers  of  the  reel- 
ment,  who  were  present  at  table^  deny  the 
existence  or  expression  of  any  such  senti- 
ments. ' 

These  different  statements  Cannot  be 
deemed  surprising,  when  the  nature  of  this 
meeting  is  considered.  The  parties  could 
indeed  hardly  have  been  personally  known 
to  each  other ;  and  although  no  doubt  can 
be  entertained  of  the  goodness  of  Lieut.-Col. 
Innis's  motives,  and  the  character  of  his 
laudable  zeal  for  the  government  he  served, 
^t  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  his  first 
effi^rtsto  correct  the  pnnciples  of  theofficers 
of  his  corps  should  have  been  made  at  a  con- 
vivial scene,  where  it  was  to  be  supposed 
men  would  be  less  under  restraii\t  than  in 
any  other  situation,  and  therefore  less  dispos- 
ed to  attend  to  either  the  voice  of  counsel  or 
authority.  But  Lieut.-Col.  Innis,  from  his 
statement,  appears  sensible  of  this  fact :  He 
observes,  after  recapitulating  the  motives 
that  led  him  to  report  privately  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  at  that  dinner 
on  the  7th  of  May  to  a  confidential  Staff 
officer,  from  whom  he  received  what  he 
terms '  bis  original  instructions,*  *'  I  at  the 
same  time  particularly  requested  that  no 
pnUie  notice  might  be  taken  of  what  I  found  it 
expedient  to  state,  unless  I  should  bo  com- 
pelled subsequently  to  brine  the  business  re- 
luctantly forward  officially,  having  intimated 
that  I  expected  an  apology  to  be  tendered  to 
me  by  Lieutenants  b.  Forbes  and  Maitland, 
for  their  improper  conduct  on  that  evening, 
when  the  general  order  of  the  Ist  May  last 

Sas  commented  upon  at  the  mess-room  of 
le  Madras  European  Regiment.** 
That  such  was  the  impression  upon  Col. 
Ianis*s  mind,  is  confirmed  by  a   note  from 
Lieut.  Nixon,  the  adiutant  of  the  regiment, 
^ia which  ht  »tferu^  that  he  made  no  official 


report  of  the  occurrence.  It  appear%how. 
ever,  that,  contrary  to  Lieut  Col.  Innis's  ex- 
pressed expectation,  you  considered  it  your 
duty  to  notice  the  private  communicaticn 
he  had  made  of  the  occurrences  of  the  eveiw> 
ing  of  the  7th  of  May ;  and  the  letter  which 
the  adjutant  general  wrote  to  Lieut.-CoL 
Innis  upon  that  subject,  under  date  the  17th 
May,  was  immediately  put  into  the  regimen- 
tal or  erly  book  of  the  corps.  It  would  be 
superfluous  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  irrita- 
tion which  the  measures  that  were  adopted 
upon  this  occasion,  and  the  mode  of  carrying 


them  into  execution,  excited,  in  the 
of  the  officer!*  of  the  regiment.  The  Da^^ 
ture  and  extent  of  that  irritation  are  suffici- 
ently explaim  d  in  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments. Its  grounds  were,  the  supposed  in- 
correctness of  Lieut.-Col.  Innis's  private 
communication  to  head-quarters;  the  neg- 
lect with  which  the  representations  of  the 
officefs  of  the  reeiment  upon  this  subject 
were  treated  ;  thehardship  of  a  respectable 
staff  officer  being  disgraced  by  a  removal 
from  his  sution,  without  knowing  of  what 
he  was  accused,  or  being  permitted  to  say  a 
word  in  his  defence  ;  and  the  unusual  and 
extraordinary  measure  of  detaching  (as  a 
pimishment,)  an  officer  of  the  regiment  to 
the  command  of  a  post,  where  there  was  not 
one  man  of  his  corps,  and  the  refusal  of  a 
court  martial  to  tne  officer  on  whom  this 
unprecedented  mark  of  disgrace  had  been 
indicted. 

In  addition  to  these  subjects  of  complaiot, 
the  officers  seem  to  have  censidercd  the  pub- 
lication of  the  letter  from  lieutenant  colooe! 
Conway  in  the  orderly  book  as  an  unneccssaty 
promulgation  of  the  dispicdsure  and  censure 
they  had  incurred  among  ihc  men  of  the  re- 
giment ;  and  lieutenant  colonel  Innis,  woold 
appear  to  have  been  sensible  some  time  aficT- 
wards  that  f his  was  the  fact,  as  he  dcflrcd  the 
letter  to  be  expunged  from  the  orderly 
book. 

You  will  observe  from  the  documents  en- 
closed, all  ihai  took  place  connected  with  the 
ap|)ointment  of  lieutenant  Spankie  ;  regarding 
which  an  impression  was  received  by  the 
officers  of  the  regiment,  from  a  communici- 
tion  made  by  lieutcnani-coloncl  Innts,  on  the 
ground  of  a  private  letter  (which  he  stated  to 
them  he  had  received  from  vou)  thai  u  was 
in  conlcmuhiion  to  disband  ihc  regiinem- 
and  place  tnc  officers  on  half  pay,  if  thty  did 
not  alter  their  conduct ;  but  that  the  fate  of 
the  corps  would  in  a  great  digrec  be  deter- 
mined by  the  step  which  lituicnant  Spankie 
mi^hlVakc,  thai  is,  by  his  refusal  or  acc-^ 
tance  of  the  station  of  quartcr-ma>tcr.  Tlni 
idea,  which  I  cannoi  think  it  was  ever  the  in- 
teniion  of  your  letter  to  convey,  was  dirrct^ 
intimated  b^  licutcnanT-colonci  Inni%  in  the 
following  private  note  to  lieui.  SpaK.kie  : 

*•  1  believe  that  1  fo'got  to  fir  a»k,  tint 
your  situation  and  liruicnant  Fmwick**  are 
vciy  difiVrent  now;  under  cxi^sin)^  ciTcufR- 
ttancci,  it  was  equally  proper  fox  hia  \9 
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decline  accepting  of  the  outtennaiienhip,  as 
it  is  absolutely  proper  and  necessary  that  yoo 
shoald  accede  to  the  general's  wishes,  to  save 
a  whole  regiment.— Think  pf  this.  Your^s 
inily,  (Signed)  J.  I  n  n  i  s,** 

This  proceeding  could  not  but  greatly  in* 
crease  the  irritation  that  before  existed.  It 
save  too  much  ground  for'  the  propagation  of 
a  belief,  that  the  general  punishment  of  the 
whole  might  depend  upon  the  conduct  of  an 
individual  (a  young  officer  in  the  corps)  on 
a  question  ofaparticul;ir  and  personal  nature  ; 
aod  it  was  not  possible  for  an  impression  to 
have  been  made  more  calculated  to  incrrasc 
rhc  irriution  and  spirit  of  discontent  which 
before  prevailed  ip  the  regiment. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  a  concise  view  of 
the  circumstances  which  relate  to  the  order 
for  tbe  en;bjrkitiQn  of  a  detachment  of  the 
Madras  European  regiment,  fqr  marines,  and 
of  the  occurrences  which  took  place  on  the 
2jtb  June,  regarding  which,  however,  the 
documents  alrndy  in  your  possession  are  so 
ample  as  to  require  little  further  to  complete 
your  information  upon  the  subject. 

When  lieutenant  Forbes  was  directed  to 
proceed  to  Pcnaug,  and  a  party  of  marines  un- 
der lieutenant  Maitland  to  be  in  readiiKts  to 
embark  on  board  the  Fok  frigate,  do  idea  ap- 
pears to  have  been  emertained  of  opposition 
to  diose  orders,  though  the  officers  of  the 
corps  felt  that  lieutenant  Forbes  and  Maitland's 
being  particularly  ordered  on  these  duties 
cotild  only  be  as  a  punishment ;  and  to  avoid 
the  stigma,  which  they  had  conceived  this 
proceeding  would  bring  upon  the  corps,  they 
solicited  lieuteoant<oloii<el  Innis  to  allow 
other  officers  to  exchange  with  lieutenant 
Maitland  and  lieutenant  Forbes,  and  at  the 
same  time  assured  him,  there  was  not  an  offi- 
cer in  tbe  rcsiment  that  wbt  not  ready  to  take 
their  turns  ot  duty.  This  application,  which 
proves  the  officers  had  no  intention  at  that 
period  of  resisting  the  orders  of  government 
was  refused  by  lieutcnam<olonel  Imiis,  for 
reasons  stated  in  his  note  to  me  of  the  &2d 
July,  which  forms  a  number  of  the  appea- 

Bcfdre  tbe  orders  were  received  at  Mtsufi- 

Etam  for  an  increased  number  of  marines  cm- 
rking  on  board  his  majesty's  ships jPicdmon* 
taise  and  Samarang,  the  minds  of  the  officers 
of  thac  garrison  had  been  much  inflamed  by 
communications  they  had  received  from  the 
different  stai  ions  of  the  army.  These  expres- 
sed (agreeable  to  the  statement  of  captain 
Andrews  and  captain  Kelly)  a  general  opinion 
of  the  illegality  of  the  orden  regarding  lieui- 
tenant  Forbet  and  lieutenant  Maitland,  and 
of  tbe  unjust  manner  in  which  the  Madras 
Xuropeao  regiment  had  been  treated.  It  was 
also  reported,  from  a  variety  df  quaners,  that 
tbe  regiment  was  to  be  dispersed  asd  disban- 
ded; and  these  repom  obtained,  from  the 
nature  of  preceding  occurrences,  a  very  readf 
belief  both  among  the  officen  aitd  mei^  of  the 
corps. 
ThcDB  caot  howevei>  be  no  doubt  that  tbe 


garrison  at  Mttulipatam,  at  Well  as  other 
stations  with  which  they  communicated,  con- 
templated the  detachment  of  so  large  a  party 
as  that  ordered  from  the  European  regiment 
as  a  serious  diminution  of  their  strengtht  and 
consequently  injuiious  to  the  interests  of  the 
confederacy  against  goveinmcnt  in  which  they 
were  so  deeply  engaged,  and  that  this  consider- 
ation in  some  dcgiec  influenced  them  to  that 
criminal  coarse  which  they  pursued  ;  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  this  motive  unaided  by  others 
would  have  led  them  at  ^hat  moment  to  so 
bold  and  daring  an  opposition  to  orders. 

The  account  given  by  lieutenant-colonel 
Innis  of  the  proceedings  of  the  S^th  June 
is,  I  am  S'itisfied,  perfectly  correct.  It  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  atfbid  any  further  infor- 
mation than  what  you  will  derive  from  that  do- 
cument, major  Storey's  official  letter,  and  the 
substance  of  that  officer's  verbal  declaration  to 
me  (which  forms  a  number  of  the  appendix.) 
I  can  only  add  my  conviction  of  two  fiicts  2 
1st,  that  lieutenant-colonel  Innis  had  it  not 
in  bis  power  to  coerce  the  obedience  of  the 
nrrison,  in  the  sute  it  was  in  ;  and,  sdly, 
that  had  bloodshed  taken  place,  it  would  (aa 
major  Storey  states  in  his  verbal  declaration) 
have  been  the  signal  for  the  compamr's  offi- 
cers at  many  other  stations  throwing  off  their 
alle|;iance  to  government. 

The  accompanying  deposition  of  lieote- 
nam  and  adjutant  Nixon  is  entitled  to  some 
attention.  Ihere  is  no  doubt  of  the  general 
facts  which  that  officer  has  stated ;  theyare, 
indeed,  proved  by  diie  conduct  of  tbe  men  of 
the  European  regiment,  who  gave  a  ready 
support  to  their  officers  in  in  act  which  they 
must  have  known  was  meritorious,  which  it  ia 
not  likely  they  would  have  done  if  they  had 
not  received  unfavourable  impressions  of  the- 
intentions  of  government.  These  impres- 
sions were,  however,  the  only  predisposing 
causes  ;  the  immediate  impulse,  tinder  which 
the  deluded  men  of  the  regiment  acted  was 
a  wish  to  support  c^ers  who  had  been  long 
with  them,  and  a  feeling  oJF  resentment  at 
threatened  coercion  i  and  under  the  action  of 
this  impulse,  they  would  no  doabt  have  op- 
posed any  troops  that  had  been  brought 
against  them. 

Though  nothing  can  justify  nrntiny,  it  ii 
impossible,  when  we  consider  that  the  non- 
commisioncd  officers  and  men  of  the  Madras 
European  regiment  acted  00  this  occasion  at 
the  call  of  almost  all  tbeir  regimenul  officers, 
not  to  acquit  them  in  a  verv  great  d^ree  of 
that  share  of  criminality  which  must  attach 
to  all  the  individuals  implicated  in  such  pro- 
ceedings. I  am  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  which 
lieutenant  Nixon  states,  regarding  the  dis- 
content that  exists  amoiig  die  men  of  the 
corps  who  have  enlisted  for  an  unlimited  pe- 
riod of  service.  These  men  gave  me  a  pe-  ' 
tition  upon  this  subject,  and  prayed  I  would 
bring  it  to  your  notice.  I  communicated 
this  petition  to  major-general  Pater>  aS  I 
thought  it  implied,  from  the  terms  in  which 
it  was  expressed,  that  they  were  aware  of  their 
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siiuation,  and  were  disposed  to  maintain  their 
obedience  fo  government.  It  was  at  all  cveutt 
clearly  to  br,  inferred  from  ibe  mode  and  sub- 
aiantc  of  this  representation,'  that  those  by 
vhoin  it  was  m^de,  were  sensible  of  the  na- 
ture of'ihc  times  and  thought  them  favourable 
for  the  acrompliihrocnt  of  their  ol>j^•ct.  It 
is  impowiblc  for  ine  to  state  wh*it  officers 
have  been  most  culpable  in  their  irregular  and 
u:imilitary  procecdinj^s,  fnto  which  I  have 
been  directed  to  inquire;  bu',  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  siatfd  in  lieutenant -colonel 
Inni.s's  Ifttci  (who  bad  in  (act  no  means  of  be- 
ing us'ful)  I  briieve  that  nil  ihe  officenprc- 
•ent  with  the  Madias  EuroiKan  rrgimcni,  and 
the  isi  battalion  of  the  I9ih  regiment,  were 
implicated  in  the  general  guilt.  Those  that 
took  the  most  forward  part  are  stated  in  lieu** 
tenant-cuionel  Innis*s  letten.  The  company 
of  artiller)'  statit>ned  out  of  fort  had  no  con- 
cern whatever  in  these  trantacnoas,  and  has 
icmained  throughout  perft  cily  faithful  to  its 
^uty  and  to  governmeTii.  I  need  hardly 
tcatc  that  the  Nacive  officers  and  men  of  the 
garrison  of  Masulipatam  had  no  concern  in 
thiii  Mutiny.  They  fell  in  on  their  parade  on 
the  day  of  the  251  h  June,  because  a  number  of 
the  omceri  of  the  corps  called  upon  them  to 
4oao. 

It  is  a  justice  I  owe  to  major  Storey  and  10 
Ctptain  Andrews,  senior  officers  of  the  £u- 
fOi)ean  regiment,  to  state,  that  from  the  2^th 
lune  until  the  4th  of  July,  ihe  day  on  which 
I  took  (he  command,  the  utmost  subordination 
tiKl  good  order  had  been  observed  by  the 
troops,  and  the  duty  of  the  garrison  had  ht^en 
carried  on  wuh  a%  great  rpgnlaViiy  an.  1  order 
at  if  iu)thtiig  had  occurred  to  disturb  the 
nsual  routine  of  niiliid»y  dijicipline. 

I  feci  it  would  De  presumption  in  me  to 
oflcra«y  opuuou  on  the  sul  j-ct  of  my  inqui- 
ty,  and  I  have  therefore  cotjfined  rovseli  to 
the  object  of  laying  before  vou,  in  as  clear  and 
concise  a  manner  as  I  could,  the  leading  and 
priiicipiil  fact^  of  those  proceedings  which  I 
was  directed  to  inve«tigate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)        John  Malcolm, 

Lt.  Col.  Com. 
Madras, 
1st  August  18^9. 

The  numerous  enclotures  in  the  above 
letter  confirm  the  general  •tatcnventt of  ipene- 
ral  Malcolm,  but  do  not  seem  to  reqiiire  a 
particular  insertion  in  thisr  place. 

Encloture,  No.  IS. 
To  Major  Vernon,  Military  Secretanr  to  the 

officer  commanding  the  Aimy  in  Chief. 

Sir, — You  are  desired  to  lay  the  enclosed 
paper  before  the  officer  commanding  the 
army  in  chief  for  his  information,  and  ulti- 
mately that  of  Government,  as  the  unaltera- 
ble reso'ution  of  that  part  of  the  honourable 
•ompany's  force  at  Hydrabad  and  Jaulnah. 

H^drabjd,  11  h  July.  180Q 

To  the  HydiaKad  Committee 

Geatlemciiy— It  it  the  firm  determinatioa 


of  this  force  to  affiord  the  Madras  Eoropraa 
regiment  assintance,  and  it  is  their  wishtkat 
this  intention  should  be  made  knows  to 
Government.  ' 

The  Committee  of  the  Jaulnah  Force. 
Approved  by  the  Hydralsad  Commioee. 
Hydrabad,  1 1th  July,  1809i 
Jauhiah,5th  July  1809. 

To  the  Honou^ble  Sir  Georfre  Hilaro  Bar* 
low,  Bart.  K.  B.  &.c   &c.  Sic. 
Sir. — I  do  not  lose  a  moment  in  traaiinit- 
ting  to  you  a  copy  of  a  private -letter  whidi  f 
have  just  receivea  from  Lieut. -Co.onel  Moo- 
tresor.     The  Coloi>el  has  written  to  Majjr- 
General  Gowdie,  and  has  xio  doubt  comni- 
nicated  every  circumstance  to  him. 
I  have,  &c.  &c. 
V        (Signed)  T.  Sydenham. 
Hvdrabad,T8th  July,  1809. 
The  letter  of  Col.  Montresor,  indosed  it 
the  above,  is  a  mere  abstract   of  the  S1lbt^ 
quent  letter ;  it  is  therefore  omitted. 

To    Major-Genera]    Gowdie,    commandiof 
the  Army,  Fort  St.  Geoigc. 

Sir, — ^The  Letter  I  had  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress to  you  yesterday,  ivilt  hare  infonad 
vou  of  the  violent  resolutions  entered  iato 
oy  the  officers  of  the  honourable  company^ 
service  belonging  to  this  force,  regardinf 
the  march  of  the  2d  battalion  lOth  regiment; 
I  now  inclose  you  copies  of  the  papers  ad- 
dressed to  me,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  frcsi 
me  to  Major  Neale  on  the  occasion,  and  will 
state  to  ^ou  what  has  passed  00  this  sul^ecL 

I  received  a  letter  from  the  Quarter-maUff 
General  of  the  Army,  conveying  your  otdm 
for  the  march  of  the  2d  battalion  10th  regi- 
ment from  this  station  to  Goa.  On  recdpc 
of  the  order,  I  communicated  the  contents  ta 
the  Resident  at  this  court,  who  informed 
me  there  was  no  reason  of  a  political  nature 
to  prevent  your  orders  being  carried  im» 
execution ;  and  on  the  same  day  I  desired  the 
deputy  quarter-master  general  of  this  forte 
to  acquaint  Major  Hawes,  that  orders  for  the 
march  of  his  corps  would  be  issued,  and  that 
the  supreme  government  attached  an  impor- 
tance to  its  early  arrival  at  Goa.  The  nexi 
day  (the  17th)  orders  to  that  effect  wot 
issued  in  detachment  orders. 

In  tht  evening  I  was  waited  upon  by  the 
officers  commanding  corps,  to  request  that  I 
would  rescind  the  orders  of  the  monxog.  I 
told  them  of  the  impropriety  of  tlieir  eren 
taking  such  subjects  into  diiicussion,  and  that 
nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to  tbeir 
duty  than  to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting ma  to  rescind  the  orders  1  have  given,  i& 
compliance  with  the  instructions  I  had  r^ 
ceived  ;  I  stated  that  no  discretionary  power 
vras  left  to  me,  anid  that  were  I  to  peM  to 
their  request,  my  own  conduct  might  be  in* 
plicated  by  it  •  I  pointed  out,  with  all  the 
force  I  could,  the  disgrace  that  must  fall  M 
them  if  they  persevered  in  their  plans,  vd 
that   if  they  combia«d  f9r  tht  purpoit^ 
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ikinf  me  rescind  my  oi»<!ert,  I  could  gite 
>  other  name  to  tneir  proceedings  than 
itiny.  I  read  them  their  own  letter  to  me, 
which  they  pledged  themselves  to  ubserx-e 
forbearance;  I  reminded  them  of  their 
lemn  assurances  to  me  to  maintain  due 
bordination,  and  contrasted  their  present 
ndua  With  those  assurances  •  in  short,  I 
ged  every  thing  I  could  to  make  them  de- 
I  from  their  imentions.  The  officers  Ictt 
?,  I  am  sure  the  greater  n  un^her,  convinced 
the  truth  and  justice  of  my  remarks,  and 
(till  had  hopes  1  had  succeeded ;  but  yester- 
y  I  receiveidthe  paper  conveying  their  re- 
;ution8.  ' 

To  attempt  to  force  compliance  I  knew 
IS  impossible,  whilst  I  couKt expect  no  sup- 
rt  but  from  hit  Majesty's  regiment ;  and 
Kink, under  these  circumstances,  and  the 
tical  situation  of  this  turce  with  regard  to 
r  suspidousalfies,  I  should  have  been  cul- 
ble  to  have  made  an  attempt  at  coercion 
lich  could  onlv  have  faiira,  and  indeed 
ne  greater  mischief. 

To  express  the  anxiety  of  my  mind  and 
ep  concern  on  this  occasion  is  beyond  my 
wer;  but  you,  sir,  will  judge  of  it,  and  my 
;)enors  will  deternuae  if  I  bav6  ccted  as  I 
ght. 

1  shall  onlv  add,  I  have  seen  some  officers 
day,  and  find  my  letter  to  majcu-  Ncalc 
s  made  a  &trryig  impression  on  many ;  but 
?ar  little  is  to  Dc  cxpccird  ;vbiltt  the  minds 
officeis  are  agitated  with  such  ungovernable 
tlence. 

I  haVe,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)     ThOS.  G.  MONTRESOR. 

Lieut.-col. 
kfcunderabadf 
h  of  July,  1809. 

To  lieut  -colonel  Montreaor, 
Hydrabad,  18th  of  July,  1809. 

Sir, 
t  is  with  infinite  pain  that  the  officers  of 

force'  have  at  length  been  driven  to  the 
cmity  which  the  enclbsed  paper  will  in- 
n  you  of.  We  deprecate  any  disrespect 
ou  in  this  transaction,  and  beg  leave  to 
re  yoo  of    our  unalterable  esteem,^  which 

have  so-wclLmeiited  sitne  wc  have  bad 

bonoor  of  being  under  your  command; 
we  beg  leave   td"  assure  you,  ihit  wc  will 

continue  10  obey  all  orders  recrwed  from 

which  are  not  injurious  to  the  cause  of 
coast  ai  mv* 

(Signed)      The  Hydrabad  committee, 
for  the  rest  of  the  officers. 

lieut.-colonel  Momresor,  commanding 

the  Hydrabad  subsidiary  force. 
Sir, 

fe  the  officers  of  the  honourable  corn- 
et service,  of  the  Hydrabad  subsidiary 
ii  having  united  amongst  our&eivcs,  ^nd 
united  with  tbc  wHolq  army  besides,  in 
»Uuion  to  obtain  redress  of  our  gricvan- 
ibc  particulars   of  which  have  alrtady 


been  laid  before  government,  deem  any  at- 
tempt to  divide  us  as  incompatible  wiih  and 
destructive  of  that  resolution.  Wc  ihcrc- 
fore  will  not  consent  to  the  removal  of  the 
2d  battalion  loih  regiment  Native  infaniry^ 
whose  assistance  may  soon  be  necessary  to  us, 
and  whose  ^tiacbment  to  our  cause  Kve  are  as« 
surcd  of.  But  we  will  nevertheless  obey 
all  orders  addressed  to  us  by  the  officer  com- 
manding this  force  for  the  interior  regulation 
of  its  duties. 

(Signed)  CtEO.  Neai.e, 

Major  1st  reg. cavalry; 
and  the  other  officers  of  the 
Hydrabad,  Hydrabad  subsidiary  force  * 

i8ih  July,  1809. 

Letter  to  major  Neale,  commanding  the 
1st  rrgimem  Native  cavalry  from  colonel 
Montresor;  expressing  the  concern  he  fecla, 
at  finding  that  the  officers  of  the  Hydrabad 
force  have  associated  themselves,  witb  the 
other  parts  of  the  army,  in  the  excesses  and 
irregularities  which  have  prevailed;  and 
strongly  remonstrating  with  him  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

Enclosure,  No.  14. 
(Separate  and  confidential.) 

Letter  from  captain  Sydenham  to  the  go* 
vcrnor»  dated  sist  of  July,  seating,  that  he 
has  made  arrangements  to  facilitate  colonel 
Close*t  journey  to  Hydrabad  ;  and  expressing 
his  apprehensions  that  the  Native  officers  and 
men  will  support  the  European  officers. 

(Confidential  )  . 

To  licuienanl-coloncl  Barclay,  military  se- 
cretary. 
Sir, 
I  request  you  will  do  me  the  honour  to 
lay  the  enclosed  papers  before  the  honour- 
able the  governor  in  council ;  tbey  have  been 
this  moment  submitted  to  me  by  the  senior 
officers  of  jhe  force,  and  I  promised  to  for- 
ward them*,  wiih  an  earnest  request  that  I 
may  obtain  an  answer  by  return  of  Tappaul. 
It  is  by  so  doinc;  the  officers  have  pledged  me 
their  word  to  remain  quiet  till  the  time  1  may 
expect  an  answer.  I' have  given  no  pledge 
whatever  in  return,  but  merely  told  them, 
I  \AOuid  forward  it^;  and  that  it  I  had  any  in- 
fluence, it  should  be  exerted  in  recommending 
what  tbey  propose.  It  must  not  be  supposed, 
in  consequence  of  what  I  am  doing,  that  I 
am  ignorant  of  what  is  due  to  the  digni>y  of 
govcmmcDt.  I  know  it  well.  I  know  how 
n  cessary  it  is  ie  should  be  supported  to  the  ut- 
most,  in  order  ib  enable  it  to  maintain  its  au- 
thority J  how  incumbent  it  is  on  every  officer 
at  this  moment  to  stand  forward  in  defence 
of  the  government,  and  consequently  how 
unjustifiable  •have  been  the  late  proceedings 
of  the  ainiy;  but  I  also  know  the  dangers 
to  be  apprehended,  if  what  is  proposed  it 
not  acceded  to.  I  im  corvinccd,  that  the 
whole  t>f  the  army  in  the  company's  ser- 
vice is  unitc:d'  in  this  cause ;  that  the  officcr- 
-^ecm  the  plcdses  tbcv  have  irivcn  m  *or4 
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other  irrevocable ;  that  they  are  determined 
to  stand  by  each  orhcr  to  the  last ;  that  ihey 
have  the  most  perfect  reliance  on  the  S(> 
poys;  and  that  should  there  ever  be  acoii- 
tcst,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  it,  it 
will  be  the  death-blow  to  the  country.  It 
is  my  opinion  (and  I  hope  at  this  momentous 
criiis  I  may  be  permitted  to  ^ive  one)  that 
government  will  best  shew  its  dignity  by 
yielding  to  necessity ;  and  that  by  a  timely 
concession,' I  hey  may  prevent  a  sanguinary 
conflia,  which  must  involve  the  ruin  of  the 
ttate. 

*  I  have,  &c.  &c. 

(Sigoed)    Thos.  G.  M0NTRESOR9 

Lieut.-cobuel. 
Sccunderabady 
tut  July,  1S09. 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Montresor,  command- 
tsg  the  Hydrabad  subsidiary  force. 
Sir, 
The  undersigned  officers  commanding  corps 
in  the  Hvdrabad  subsidiary  force,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  their  officers  respectively, 
most  anxious  to  avert  the  dreadful  calamities 
immediately  impending,  earnestly  intreat  you. 
Sir,  to  convey  to  government  the  enclosed 
proposition  of  measures,  which,  if  adopted 
"by  chcm,  we  are  well  assured,  Sir,  will  efcc- 
(ually  restore  that  state  of  order  and  tran- 
quillity so  much'  desired  at  this  fatal  crisis. 
We  exhort  you,  Sir,  to  recommend  it  most 
strongly  to  tneir  attention.  We,  unequivo- 
cally on  our  part,  most  solemnly  pledj^e  our- 
selves to  be  satisfied  wiih  the  concession  of 
government  to  the  above-mentioned  propositi- 
ons ;  that  we  will  most  strenuously  recommend 
the  same  to  the  rest  of  our  brother  officers 
in  the  other  divisions  of  the  army  ;  and  we 
have  no  doubt,  from  the  general  confidence 
they  have  placed  in  this  force,  that  they  will 
most  readily  concur  with  us. 

We  have,  Sec,  Sec. 
(Signed)      Geo.    Neale,   major  ist  reg. 
N.  C. — J.  Crosdcre,  major.—H.  Ma- 
scy,  major   ^ih    N.  I.— W.  Hawes, 
major  i*ih  reg. — Chas.  Deacon,  ma- 
jor i6ih  reg. — Chas.  Fatran,   major 
sist  reg.  ^ 
Secunderabad, 
21st  July,  1809. 

,  Hydrabad,  21st  July,  1809. 

1st.  The  rescindmeni  of  the  general  orders 
of  the  1st  of  May  last,  to  be  acknowledged 
and  published  by  government  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  order  nsclf.    | 

2d.  The  restoration  ofe^eiy  officer  who 
has  been  removed  from  his  situation  or  sus- 
pended the  setviccy  to  the  service  and  his  si- 
tuation* 

3d.  The  trial  of  lieutenant-colonel  Innes, 
by  a  general  court  martiaj,  for  his  general 
conduct  at  Masulipatam  while  in  command 
of  the  Madras  European  rcpiment. 

4th.  The  removal  of  those  officcta  on  the 
gCDer^l  sta£F  from  their  situations,  who  ad- 


vised govemmait  to  proiecale  tlie  nones 
wbicii  have  ciuse^  the  preseot  coouDoeoD 
in  the  army. 

5th.  A  geoeral  amoealy,  to  indemnify  tk 
proceedings  of  the  coast  annv  in  the  ipemaa 
they  have  been  grMJuaUy  led  into,  and  nlfr 
matcly  forced  to  adopt. 

N.  B.  Modification  of  the  4tb  artidc,  a 
inserted  in  the  original  docament  drdilaied 
throughout  theo(£r  divisions  of  the  amy. 

4.  ft  is  earnestly  requested  and  recocDBcai- 
cd,  that  the  officers  on  the  gcsseral  staS^  who 
by  their  conduct  have  forfeited  the  confcdfnfr 
of  the  army,  be  removed  from  their  tf»- 
tions.^ 

This  ultimatum  having  been  made  poblic 
to  the  rest  of  the  army,  and  some  modifr 
cations  and  alterations  having  been  now  ndc 
in  it ; 

The  Hydrabad  force  can  only  answer  fat 
themselves ;  but  they  eiuenain  every  &to«* 
able  hope,  and  will  strenuously  vccomiBciid 
to  their  brother  officers  of  the  ocbcr  divisoni, 
to  acquiesce  in  this  ultimatum  at  it  now  ap- 
pears. 

Hydrabad, 
21st  Ju\y,  1809. 

Letter  from  captain  Sydoiliam  to  n 
George  Barlow,  expressing  his  opioioii  dM 
colonel  Montresor  has  ac^  judicioosly  ii 
forwarding  the  propositions  firoro  theoAon, 
as  time  will  be  gained  by  die  refinenoe. 

(Private  and  confideotial.) 
Sir,  Hydrabad  83d        1809. 

I  have  seriously  reflected  opoo  the  pRieBi 
awful  aisis  of  affairs ;   I  have    gives  dw 
subjea  all  the  attention  in  my  power;  mi 
I  have  lost  no  opportimity  <^  proauiog  ibe 
most  complete  and  precise  information  of  At 
feelings  of  the  officers,  and  of  their  oliiiB«e 
desigiis.    There  is  no  penoo  who  is  bem 
acquainted  than  mytelt  with  the  nattne  laJ 
extent  of  the  calamities  which  meiace  m, 
or  who  has  a  more  exact  conception  of  ^ 
ruinous  consequences  that  must  ineviiaUf  ki- 
low  the  pursuit  of  those  desperate  meaoict 
which  the  officers  are  prepared  to  undernb. 
I  ain  convinced,  that  the  laost  uAoBoami 
binding  pledges  and  promises  of  nmonl  a^ 
port  and    assistance  have   been  intercfaangtid 
through  all  parts  of  the  company's  staqr; 
that  the  officers  are  prepared  to  sacrifioe  dn 
lives  in  the  support  of  that  dreadful  case  ii  , 
which  they  are  irrevocably  eiyaged:  ihef 
foresee  the  ruin  and  destruction  in  which  ibcf 
are  about  to  involve  themselves  and  the  aair, 
but  they  have  calmly  and  deliberately  reaM 
to  meet  that  ruin  and  destruction,  rather  dat 
forsake  those  solemn  promises  which  ikf 
have  given  and  received. 

At  the  same  time,  I  am  well  coanaai 
that  the  majority  of  them  are  deeply  affscied 
with  the  preseot  dej^orable  sute  of  afiin, 
and  that  (hey  are  solicitous  and  aaxiovo 
avoid  a  dreadtu)  and  unnatoial  cooflia  agana 
the  established  authority  of  goveraocBt* 
But  they  conceive  tfactr  titnadooio  be  do- 
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tente,  ftnd  chat  tobtnission  woold  be  follow- 
rd  by  UMtaot  destruaion.  Tbcy  are  persuad- 
:d  that  they  have  advanced  too  &r  to  retreat 
vith  either  safety  or  honour  to  themseKes. 
Lvery  pastion  wnkh  can  agitate  the  human 
»rcasr  impels  thetn  forward,  and  their  only 
onsoSation  ia^  the  expectation  that  the.  ruin 
^bich  awaitt  them  will  extend  totboie  by 
trbom  they  consider  themselves^  injured.  I 
in  aware  (hat  my  lanftiiaKe  is  plain  and 
troof^,  but  it  is  the  bnguage  of  tratb.  L  coo- 
cientiously  believe  that  i  have  ^en  you  an 
:xact  description  of  the  feelings  of  the  of- 
iccrs. 

1  assure  you,  that  I  have  done  every  thing 
ti  my  power  to  moderate  and  repress  the 
eelings  which  I  have  described ;  but  the 
'oice  of  reason  is  feeble  in  a  contest  against 
h«  passions,  and  the  remonstrance  of  any 
ndividual  can  have  little  influence  over  the 
gitated  feelings  of  a  whole  army. 

In  the  circumstances  in  which!  am  placed, 
have  thought  it  my  especial  duty  to  com- 
nunicate,  unreservedly,  to  you  and  to  LK>rd 
wlinto,  all  th«  Information  which  I  could  ob- 
ain.  I  am  too  conscious,  Sir,  that  neither 
ay  talents,  my  age,  my  experience,  nor  my 
er vices,  entitle  my  opinions  to  any  weight 
>r  coQsideratioo  with  those  who  are  so  much 
nore  capable  of  deciding  upon  the  momen- 
oua  question  before  them  ;  I  have  therefore 
LOt  presumed  to  offer  any  opinion,  but  I 
oQceived  that  a  knowledge  of  facts  migb* 
>e  useful  to  those  whose  province  it  is  tode- 
ide  ;  and  I  thought  it  would  be  equally  un- 
pardonable in  me  to  withold  or  to  disguise 
uy</act  which  came  to  my  knowledge.      \ 

During  the  present  course  of  our  affairs,  I 
tave  received  all  pos^ble  assistance  from 
Jeut.-Col.  Montresor,  whose  discretion, 
idgment,  and  couciliatory  conduct,  both  on 
lit  public  proceedings  and  personal  demea- 
or,  have  produced  the  happiest  effects,  and 
ppear  to  me  to  deserve  the  highest  com« 
lendation.  Those  persons  who  are  ac* 
uainted  with  some  circumstances  (which  it 
I  unnecessary  and  would  be  disrespectful  to 
btrude  upon  your  notice)  mnU  be  convinc- 
d  that  in  saying  what  I  have  done  regard- 
ag  the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  colonel 
^ontresor,  I  can  be  actuated  by  no  other 
lotive  than  to  render  justice  to  the  services 
f  ao  honourable  gentleman  and  a  meritori- 
•us  officer. 

1  have  already  taken  the  liberty  to  declare 
ly  sentimenu  respecting  the  advantages  of 
fie  respite  which  has  been  obtained,  by  a 
eferenceto  your  authority,  of  the  proposals 
rom  the  omcers  of  the  army.  Without 
(resuming  to  offer  any  opinion  upon  the 
ature  of  thosy  proposals, )  conceived  that  a 
reat  advanuge  had  been  gained  by  arresting 
be  progress  of  destruction  ;  and  thott?h  it 
hould  only  be  for  a  fortnight,  i  conriiiered 
hat  thedeky  of  a  fortnight  was  ioeAtiiridble. 
Then  every  day  and  every  hour  w^re  of 

alnt.    It  IS  upon  these  grounds  that  I  veiw 
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*tigg^tious,  which,  whatever  b€  the  ultimate 
result  of  them,  promise  at  least  a  further  res- 
pite from  danger. 

In  conveismg  with  some  gentlemen  re- 
specting the  nature  and  extent  of  the  proposals 
which  nave  been  submitted  to' your  considera- 
tion, 1  have  pointed  out  the  difficulty  of  ma- 
king any  concessions  ^  that  no:  only  may  be 
jud||^  inconsistent  with  the  dif^nity  and  au- 
thority of  government,  but  which  it  may  be 
now  out  of  vour  power  to  make  without  the 
sanction  of  the  govcrnor-in-council,  by  whom 
the  measures  oT the  Madras  government  have 
already  been  approved  and  confirmed.  This 
observation  led  to  a  discussion  from  which  I 
am  induced  to  hope  that  some  advantage  may 
be  derived,  from  a  reference  to  the  authority 
of  the  suprrmc  government.  It  appears  to  mct 
that  the  officers  would  take  no  further  steps  in 
the  prosecution  of  their  present  designs  until 
an  answer  should  be  procured  from  Fort  Wil- 
liam, provided  they  were  assured  that  the 
Madru  government  would  not  in  the  mean- 
time take  any  measures  to  break  the  present 
combination,  either  by  the  employment  of 
actual  fcrce,  orby  any  movement  of  the  King's 
troops  towards  them.  The  officers  are  so 
suspicious  and  jealous  of  every  act  of  govern- 
ment, that  they  feel  alarm^-d  lest  the  govern- 
ment should  take  advantage  of  the  delay  pro* 
duced  by  reference  to  Fort  William,  to  coun- 
teract their  present  designs,  and  to  diminish 
their  present  strength ;  they  are  ceruinly  pre- 
pared to  throw  off*  all  obedience  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Madras,  but  they  would  pro* 
bably  be  willing  to  refrain  from  so  desperate 
and  extreme  an  act,  provided  they  were  assured 
that  a  referciKe  would  be  immediately  made 
to  the  supreme  government,  and  I  think  it 
more  than  likely  that  they  would  remain  tran- 
quil until  an  answer  to  that  reference  shall 
have  been  received:  such  an  anangemcnr,  if 
it  were  adop  ed,  would  be  productive  of  a 
further  delay  of  six  weeks. 

In  order  that  I  may  not  be  misunderstood, 
I  will  take  the  liberty  to  state  the  arrangement 
of  which  I  allude,  in  a  distinct  and  precise 
form. 

I.— If  the  government  of  Madras  does  not 
consider  itself  at  liberty  to  revoke  its  orders, 
or  to  make  any  other  concession,  without  a 
reference  to  the  supreme  government  which 
has  sanctioned  those  orders,  and  if  the  Ma^ 
dras  government  will  condescend  to  refer  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  supreme 
government,  the  officers  of  the  army  will  re^ 
main  tranouil  lentil  an  answer  be  priKured 
from  Fort  William. 

2.—-]n' the  above  case,  it  is  expected  that 
the  Madras  government  will  take  proper 
means  to  cpnimunicate  to  the  officers  its  in- 
tention of  referring  the  subject  to  the  con- 
sideiaiion  of  the  mprcmc government. 

3.*— But  the  Madras  government  in  the 
meantime  is  nnt  to  ajopt  any  hostile  measures 
against  the  officers,  or  they  will  be  coni- 
pelled,  in  their  owu  defence  and  for  their 
OWt)  safetv.  to  resort  to  their  ureaent  desiona. 
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4."^The  officers  will  not  relax  in  any  uica- 
8urc5  which  they  may  have  conccricd,  to  pre- 
pare for  an  ultimate  appeal  to  drms,  in  case 
their  overtures  be  finally  rejected,  either  by 
the  Madras  government  or  the  supreme  go- 
vernment. 

I  have  ventured  to  state  the  arrangement  in 
*B  precise  form,  in  order  to  guard  against  any 
misconception.  But  the  object  of  the  ar- 
rangement is,  that  circumstances  may  remain 
exactly  in  their  present  state  until  the  pleasure 
of  the  governor-general  be  made  known  to 
the  army, 

It  is  proper  that  1  should  observe,  that  the 
arrangement  does  not  come  in  the  shape  of 
proposals  from '  the  officers.  It  has  occurred 
lo  myself  as  a  mode  of  procuring  a  fuiiher 
respite  from  the  instant  danger  of  a  general 
insurrection,  and  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
it  would  have  the  elfect  of  tranquillizing  the 
minds  of  the  officers  for  the  present,  and  of 
leading, gradually  to  some  plan  of  reconcilia- 
tion between  the  government  and  the  army, 

I  take  thisopporrunify  of  acquainting  vou, 
that  I  have  ascertained  that  the  report  or  ihe 
Native  officers  having  sworn  to  follow  their 
European  officers,  is  without  foundation.  I 
have  been  assured  that  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  corps  have  hitherto  made  no  attempt 
to  debauch  the  minds  of  the  Native  troops, 
and  that  they  do  tiot  intend  to  communicate 
any  part  of  their  designs  to  the  Natives,  unless 
some  attempt  be  previously  made  to  detach  the 
Natives  from  their  European  officers.  Ifany 
procecoing  of  that  nature  be  aitctnpted,  it  is 
probable  that  the  officers  will  immediately 
communicate  their  dcM^ns  to  the  Natives  un- 
der their  commai  d.  In  the  meantime,  they 
feel  no  doubt  of  the  perfect  obedience  and 
attachment  of  their  men. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect.  Sir, 
your  most obedien  ,  humble 

servant, 
(Signed)       T.  Sydenham* 

To  the  honourable 

Sir  G.  H.  Barlow,  Bart.  K.  B, 
&c.  &c.  &c, 
Fort  St.  George. 

Letter,  d.iifd  28th  July,  from  colonel  Bar- 
clay to  capiain  Sydenham,  siaiing  that  it  is 
the  unalterable  deiemjinjiiion  of  Sir  G.  Bjr- 
low  not  to  C(">m promise  the  public  nuihotitv, 
in  the  slightest  degree — forwnfdmgchc  test,  lO 
be  used  ;)t»he  di>cretion  of  the  superior  autlio- 
•  rities  at  Hydr.jbad.  and  urgifg  that  no  impro- 
per cHect  C'ln  b'-  p'^oduccd  |jy  det.jching  the 
menirom  'he  offia-^s;  as  th-  lattei  oui.;ht  not 
10  pDisess  .su<  h  au  riflnence  C'vrr  \\\^'  lv}rmer, 
as  to  induce  them  10  take  up  a  :ns  ugamst  go- 
vernment. 

Enclosure,  No.  16. 

(Confident!  a!) 

Secunderabad,  Jyly  11, 1809.      ^ 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  regret  in  being 
under  the  necctiity  of  laying  before  you 
tht  copy  of   a    cgrfeipoadence    between 


lieutenant-colonel  Doveton  and  tapAU  n- 
lative  to  an  address  which  he  hat  reqoaied 
me  to  forward  through  yon  to  the  gorer- 
nor-general. 

Lieatenaotwcolonel  Dovetpn*t  cofnmae. 
cation  of  the  6th  instant,  is  the  first  I  kifc 
received  from  him  of  any  nature  iodicatiTe 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  officers  it  Janhiah; 
though  I  have  Jong  had  reason  to  scHpm 
they  have  been  far  from  moderate.  1  fear 
my  representation  is  not  likely  to  be  attended 
with  the  effect  it  ought  to  have,  in  whid 
case  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  forward 
the  address  in  a  puhlic  and  official  shap^ 
I  wished,  however,  in  the  mean  while,  ic 
make  you  acquainted  with  the  temper  ef 
the  officers,  and  trust  yon  will  apfUDve  cf 
what  1  have  done. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir, 
your  faithful  and  obedient  servact, 
(Signed)        T.  G.  MoNTatiot. 
To  Major  General  Gowdie, 

&c.  &c.  &e. 

(Copy.) 

To  the  officer  commanding  the  Hrdrabad 

subsidiary  force,  Secnnderabad. 

Sir, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  yn 
by  express,  an  address,  which  has  been  edi. 
vered  to  me  by  officers  commanding  cvpi 
and  detachment  of  the  force  at  Jaolnaii,  ta 
the  right  honourable  the  govemor-geeoa! 
in  council,  to  be  laid  before  the  governor sf 
Fort  St.  George,  through  the  officer  coo- 
manding  the  army  in  chief. 

(Signed)         J.  Dovzton, 
Lieut  -col.  comdg.  detachment  inBcnr. 

JauUiah,  July  6, 1809. 

P.  S.  I  have  likewise  forwarded  a  copy  d 
the  address  to  the  British  resident  at  Hj- 
drabad. 

(Signed)        J.  DovETOK, 

Lieutenant'^okneL 
(Copy.) 
To  major-general  Gowdie,  commandii^  the 
army  in  chief.  Fort  St.  Geoi^. 

Sir,>>I  have  the  honour  to  report  for  yeor 
information,  that  on  the  morning  of  tbe 
5th  instant,  I  was  waited  on  at  my  quartm 
by  the  officers  commanding:  corps  and  df- 
tvchments  of  the  force  under  my  connnaod, 
with  the  accompanying  address  to  the  r%bt 
honourable  the  governor-general  in  cosd- 
cl,  and  which  I  have  deemed  it  absolutefj 
necessary  to  transmit  by  express  to  tbeofr 
cer  commanding  the  subsidiary  force  it 
Secunderiibad,  in  order  tii  be  sobmitted, 
through  you,  to  the  honourable  the  govff* 
nor  in  council. 

1  have  been  induced  to  this  meatnre,  bsdi 
from  the  conviction  of  my  o\^n  miiid  iha 
I  should  have  been  guilty  or  k^ferelictioa  of 
my  duty  bad  1  omitted  to  do  so,  as  well  as 
from  the  observations  which  I  have  been 
able  to  make  of  the  present  fermeat  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  the  officers  compos- 
in;^  tills  detachment,  by  the  recent  occir- 
rencet  in  the  northern  oiviiion  of  the  amy 
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For  my  owq  part,  Sir,  I  most  anxiously  ' 
mpiore  the  honourable  the  goveraor  iu 
Quncil  to  abstain  from  further  acts  of  seve- 
ity  and  irritation,  lest  a  fcene  too  horrid 
9r  the  niind  of  man  to  contemplate  should 
e  the  consequence ! ! ! 

It  is  my  thorough  a^uaintance  with  the 
isposition  of  the  natives  of  this  country, 
s  well  as  the  impression  of  events  but  too 
ecent,  have  forced  the  above  sentence  from 
le,  and  for  which,  requesting  your  excuse, 
1  remain  with  respect  aud  esteem, 
your  very  obediect  servant, 

(Signed)        J.  DovETON, 
Lieutenant  colonel  commanding 
a  detachment  in  Berar. 
Jatilnah,6th  July,  1809. 

No.  4. 

.^o  Major-general  Gowdie,  commanding  the 

army  in  chief. 

Sir, — We  have  the  honour        enclose  an 
ddress,  signed   by  all   the   officers  of  the 
orps  under  our  charge,  and  have  to  re- 
lUest  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  forward 
:  to  t  he  right  honourable  the  governor-ge- 
neral in  council. 
M.  £>tewart.    major,  Sd  battalion   17th 
regiment. — J.  Pollok,  captain,    12th 
regiment.-;-!.  L.  Lushington,  cap- 
tain,  4th  regiment,   N.  C.— G.  M. 
Gibson,  captain,  1st  battalion,  10th 
regiment.  —  C.  Hopkinson,   captain 
compy  artillery. — J.  W.  Poignand, 
captam  light  horse    artillery  -—A. 
M  Leoil,  captain  of  the  8th  N.  C. 
Jauhiah,  6th  July,  1809. 


honourable 


^o   the  light  honourable  Lord  Minto,  go- 

vemor.general  in  council,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

My  Lord, — We  the  undersigned  officers 
f  that  part  of  the  Hydrabad  subsidiary 
oice  serving  in  Berar,  have  for  a  long  time 
iewed  with  deep  concern  the  extreme  acts 
f  power  of  the  governor  of  Fort  St. 
George,  under  the  conviction  that  if  such 
iolent  measures  were  persisted  in,  they 
lust  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  conse- 
[uencesto  the  British  interests  in  India. 

The  governor  of  Madras,  not  withstand- 
ng  he  must  be  well  aware  of  the  general 
entiments  of  the  coast  army,  has  continued 
o  adopt  measures  the  most  unadvisably 
tppresMve,  and  uncalled  for. 

Animaud  with  loyalty,  and  possessing  the 
lost  unh«>«U(icd  attachment  to  our  coun- 
ry,  we  conceive  it  absolutely  necessary  no 
9nger  to  defer  addressing  you,  and  to  in* 
reat  that  you  will  immediately  repair  to  the 
^residency  of  Fort  St.  George,  in/>rder  by' 
our  presence,  and  an  accurate  investiga- 
ion  of  the  causes  of  complaint  on  the  p^rt 
>f  the  coast  army,  to  check  the  evils  that 
lave  already  arisen,  and  thoae  which  must 
necessarily  follow,  by  a  perseverance  on  the 


You  must,  my  lord,  be  already  acquainted 
to  wbac  a  xlesperare  extremity  this  conduct,  has 
driven  the  Northern  divisions,  and  we  earnest- 
ly rcqufsi  your  lordship  to  be  convinced  of 
our  positive  and  unalterable  sentiments  on 
that  head,  and  beg  you  will  not  consider  this 
as  an  unavailing  observation,  but  as  the  reso- 
lulion  of  free-born  Britons. 

We  cannot,  however,  for  a  moment  doubt 
that  your  lordship  will,  by  your-  immediate 
presence,  relieve  us  from  the  intolerable  evils 
which  threaten  us,  and  restore  thai  subordina- 
tion in  the  coast  army,  for  Avhich  it  has  ever 
been  renowned,  and  which  noihing  but  the 
impolitic  and  unnectisary  system  of  oppres- 
sion that  has  lately  been  introduced,  could 
ever  even  have  shaken. 

We  arc  fully  aware  of  the  resixjnsibility.  as 
well  as  of  the  important  interests  confided  to 
our  care,  from  our  peculiar  situation  on  the. 
frontier,  aod  therefore  consider  ourselves 
bound  not  to  lose  sight  of  these  important  ob- 
jects unless  driven  to  the  last  extremity  ;  and 
we  accordingly  againf  intreat  you  to  proceed 
to  the  >eat  of  government  on  the  coast,  and, 
in  your  ^visdom,  adopt  such  measures  as  may 
appear  to  your  lordship  most  likely  to  r.*storc 
order,  and  banish  that  discontent  which  now 
pervades  the  army  at  large. 

Signed  bv  all  the  officers,  attached  to  the 
cor|»s  with  tne  Jaulnah  foice. 
Jaulnah,  5th  July,  1809.] 

Letter  from  colonel  Montw-sor,  to  lieute- 
nant colonel  Doveton,  commanding  detach- 
ment of  the  subsidiary  force  in  Berar ;  recom- 
mending, for  certain  reasons  explained,  that 
the  foregoing  addrdss  to  lord  MintOt  should 
be  withdrawn. 

Secundcrabad,  18th  July,  1809. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received 
this  morning  from  lieutenant-colonel  Dove- 
ton.  That  there  is  a  general  pledge  and 
combination  of  officers  throughout  the  army 
to  support  each  other,  I  am  Brmly  convincea^ 
but  to  what  extent  I  cannot  say  ;  therefore, 
lest  I  might  err  in  my  opinion,  I  think  it 
right  merely  to  give  coll  Dovctoii's  letter  with- 
out comment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
dear  Sir, 
Your  faithful  and  obedient 
servant, 
(Signed)        T.  G.  MontresOr, 
To  M.ijoT  General  Gowdie, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(Secret.) 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  lieutenant-colOnel 
Doveton,  to  lieutenant-colonel  G.  Montre- 
sor,  commanding  subsidiary  forccy  Secunde* 

Sir, 
Since  forwarding  you  my  dispatch  of  yes- 
terday, I  have,  by  an  extraordinary  occurret:ce, 
obiamcd  undoubted  information  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  subsiiiiary  force  at  Secutderjbad, 
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'  in  the  most  solemn  and  irrevocable  manner  to 
march  to  the  support  of  the  oflicers  at  M»u* 
lipatam,  should  goverDment  attempt  to  em- 
ploy force  against  them. 

Let  me  conjure  you  therefore,  Sir,  to  lose 
DO  time  incommimicttingihiscircuinstancc  to 
government,  in  order  that  those  evi!s,  which 
in  such  case  must  unavoidably  he  the  result, 
may  be  avoided  by  their  wisdom  and  for- 
bearance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
(Signed)       J.  Dove  ton, 
Lieut.eol.  comdg  detachtin  Bcrar. 
Jaulnah* 
7ihjuly,  1809. 

Letten  from  sir  Georee  Barlow  and  colo- 
nel Barclay  to  colonel  Close,  dated  14th  and 
15th  July,  acquainting  him  that  the  emer- 
gency of  the  present  occasion,  has  induced 
the  govt,  to  appoint  him  to  ihc  comoiaDd 
of  the  Poonah  and  Hydrabad  forces. 

Letter  from  colonel  Barclay  10  captain  Sy- 
denham, dated  15th  July,  informing  him 
that  colonel  Close  had  been  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Hydrabad  force. 

From  the  same,  to  colonel  Montresor,  in- 
forming him  of  cobnel    Close's    appoint- 


From  sir  G.  Birlow  to  general  Maitland, 
15'h  of  July,  s<  t'ciiing  the  aid  of  all  the 
uoops  he  can  spare. 

Circular,  from  colonel  Barclay,  to  officers 
commanding  divisions,  directing  their  vigil- 
ance to  mamtain  discipline,  and  to  check  the 
circulation  of  opinions  or  reports  unfavor- 
able to  the  government;  and  stating  that  more 
detailed  instructions  %irill  be  communicated 
wiUiout  delay. 

From  colonel  Barclay,  21st  of  July,  to 
the  resident  at  Mysore,  directing  that  2000 
Mysore  cavalry,  may  be  assembled  and  placed 
at  the  d'sposal  of  colonel  Davis,  also  requi- 
ring a  supply  of  dragoon  horses. 

^  From  the  same  to  colonel  Davis,  informing 
him  of  the  orders  sent  to  the  resident  of  My- 
sore. 

From  colonel  Wilkinson  to  colonel  Barclay, 
acknow!cd>;in|»  iho  receipt  of  the  l*ttcr  of  the 
l4ih of  Jaly,and drsinng  to  know  if ; he  punisb- 
ment  ^ue  to  rebels  is  not  to  be  wjlkied  im^ 
tHediatt'lYi  on  any  who  may"  be  taken  in  arms 
again&t  the  government. 

From  colonel  Davis  to  colonel  Barclay, 
dated  icth  Julv,  at  knowledgicig  the  receipt 
of  bis  letter  of  ih^  14th  and  stating  that  he  will 
make  every  arangcment  in  his  power  to  sup* 
poet  the  authority  of  govcramcnt. 


From  general  Crokrr,  ackoowle^fii^ 
colonel  Barclay's  letter  of  the  14th,  aid  10- 
ti^  that  he  \yill  employ  every  iDeaiis  iokii 
power  to  maintain  toe  good  order  and&sc^ 
pline  of  the  troops  under  his  command. 

Letter  dated  Fort  St.  George,  191b  Jid^, 
1809 — From  colonel  Barclay  to  co&ood  I^orCt 
enclosing  copy  of  the  circubr  letter  to  on- 
cers commaiKifng  divisions,  and  desiring  dxt 
he  will  take  measures,  to  put  down  cooiam- 
tees  of  officen  which  arc  staled  to  be  fonnei 
9t  Vcllorc. 

Colonel  Long,  ssd  July,  replies  to  cokxtel 
Barclay,  states  that  he  will  adopt  the  pre- 
cautionary measures  suggested. 

Colonel  Barclay  to  colonel  Close,  ssd  Joly, 
acquainting  him  that  12,000  tioops  will  be 
prepared  to  move,  and  to  be  placed  uixler  bis 
commaiKl. 

Letter  dated  THchioolopy,  «i$t  July.  1809, 
From  colonel  Wilkinson  to  colonel  Barclav, 
offering  his  opinion  that  it  will  be  czpcdicat 
to  remove  the  whole  of  the  ofl^rs  of  the 
Native  corps,  and  to  replace  them  by  king^ 
officers  engaging  to  ettect  this  measare  « 
Trie hinopoiv, and  recommending  that  the  one 
may  be  doiie  at  the  same  time  in  every  pvt  of 
the  Camatic. 

Enclosure,  No.  18. 

(Copy.) 

To  colonel    Wilkinson,    cotmnandiog  the 

Southern  division. 

Sir,— You  will  no  doubt  have  been  indu- 
ced to  adopt  measures  of  precaution,  in  coih 
sequence  of  the  spirit  of  insubordtnatiooaod 
sedition  which  prevailed  in  certain  parts  of 
the  company's  army. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  deliverrd  by 
the  officers  attached  to  the  Hydmbad  sobir 
diary  force  to  lieutenant-cok>ncl  Mootieaor, 
the  officer  commanding  that  force,  and  tf 
ceived  by  the;  honourable  the  governor  in 
council  on  the  S4th  instant,  renden  it  iodis* 
pensably  requisite  to  presciibe  a  course  of  pro- 
ceedinp;  of  a  more  decided  nature,  as  the  pianf 
of  the  disaffected  party  threaten  either  a  civil 
war,  or  suck  a  blow  to  the  power  and  con- 
stitution of  the  govemroem,  as  would  prodace 
evils  of  a  far  more  ^al  nature  than  caa  re- 
su  1 1  from  the  nnost  stremioos  exenions  for  the 
maintenance  of  iu  aathort^. 

Every  obligation  of  public  duty*  and  every 
consideration  of  government  and  poKcy,  ur- 
ges the  expediency  of  adoptiii^  the  most  vi- 
gorous and  effecttial  meaaurcs  tor  the  purpose 
of  frustrating  the  execution  of  those  phas 
so  pregnant  in  any  event  with  disastrous  coo- 
sequence  to  the  interest  of  our  country;  sod 
it  IS  a  source  of  the  most  gratifying  rrflectioQi 
that  the  discipliric,  zeal,  and  natiooal  atta^ 
ment  of  his  majesty's  troops  may  be  cpa6- 
dently  relied  upoQ>  at  this  arduous 
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fer  the  pmenratioo  of  tlie  empire,  which 
their  acerdoot  have  so  much  contribated  to 
ol>taio« 

The  gofcnnnent  arc  also  penuadcd,  that 
a  Damter  of  the  company's  oflfccrt  will  be 
imprcswd  with  a  sense  of  the  dangers  which 
the  infeioated  conduct  of  a  oarty  of  disaf- 
ftxced  men  threatens  to  themselves  and  their 


afford  the  required  pledgcaind  place thecom pa* 
ny's  troops  under  such  officers  as  you  may  con- 
sider 10  be  deserving  of  confidence  ;  you  will 
even  place  king's  oJERcers  in  command,  if  all 
the  company's  officers  should  decline  to  de- 
clare in  support  of  the  government,  and  will" 
extend  the  same  arrangement  to  thd  artillery. 
In  the  event  of  any  of  the  staff  officers  of 


country,  and  that  they   will  avoid  all  part  your  divisions  refusing  to  make  the  dccla- 

in  a  course  of  proceeding  of  the  deepest  jguilt,  ration  renuired,  they  will  of  course  be  rcroov- 

«od  pregnant  with  the  most  fetal  calamities.  ed  from  the  exercise  of  all  military  functions, 

Theundiminished  power  of  the  govern-  and  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  appo'mt 

mem  if  in  thiscoumry    so  indispensable  to  officers  of   his  majesty's  or  the  honourable 

its  existence,  that  any  courae  of  proceeding  company  s  service  to  those  situations  until  the 

calculated  to  weaken  its  authority,  or  impair  plwsure  of  the  governor  in  council  is  known. 

would  be  productive  of  the  most  ^  You  wiU  be  pleased  to  transmit  without 


in-OMincil  at  tli'e  present  unpiecedenied  crisis  shall  refuse  or  omit  to  sign  it,  and   you  will 

thcaixJuouftaskof  suppressiig,  by  a  vigor-  immcdiatelv  publish  these  lists  in  division  or* 

out  employment  of  the  means  at  his  dispo-  ders,  that  the  troops  may  know  what  officers 

sal.  •  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  sedition,  and  they  are  to  obey,  and  what  officers  have  been 

UWirpation,    which    if    submitted    to    would  si".>^ndi.H  from  ihr.r  funci.nn*. 


effectually  disable  the  government  from  exe- 
cuting the  ordinary  functions  of  adminis- 
tratioo.  . 

These  considerations,  the  actual  state  of  af- 
fa  irs,  and  the  necessity  of  averting  sixch  scri- 
00s  dangers,  have  rendered  it  requisite  that 
the  government  should  ascertain  the  senti- 
ments and  principles  of  the  officers  entrusted 
with  authority  under  it ;  the  government  do 
not  suspect  individuab,  but  when  so  great  a 
portion  of  the  army  has  manifested  a  deter- 
mined spirit  of  sedition,  it  is  esscniiallv  rc- 
3ui$ite  that  the  zealous  and  faithful  should  be 
istinguished  from  those  who  arc  indisposed 
to  support  the  authority  of  government,  and 
that  the  latter  should  be  no  longer  admitted  to 
exercise  functions  which  they  are  unwilling 
to  employ  in  the  service  of  their  country  ;    I 
am  accordingly  directed  by  the  honourable  the 
govemor-in-council  to  desire  that  you  wiU 
assemble  all  the  European  officers  of   the 
company's  service  at  Trichinopoly,  explain 
to  them   the  considerations  stated  in  this  dis- 
patch, and  obtain  from  such  of  them  as  may 
be  resolved  to  adhere  to  their  duty,  a  decla- 


ration of  the  purport  expressed  in  the  accom-    state. 


suspended  from  their  functions. 

After  the  execution  of  these  measures,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  assemble  all  the  Native 
officers,  and  explain  to  them,  with  candour 
and  *  confidence,  the  grounds  on  which  they 
were  adopted  ;  you  will  inform  them  that 
certain  European  officers,  m  pursuit  of  objects 
entirely  personal  to  themselves,  have  formed 
pI<*n«of  the  most  criminal  nature,  and  desi- 
rous of  involving  the  Native  troops  in  the 
danger  and  guilt  attending  their^exccution. 

You  will  impress  u()on  the  minds  of  the 
Native  officers  that  their  first  duty  is  to  the 
government,  and  that  they  are  to  refuse  a  be- 
hef  toany  suggestions  calculated  to  mislead 
their  minds  or  excite  discontent;  you  will 
inform  them  that  the  government  are  more 
anxious  to  improve  than  to  injure  their  situa- 
tions, and  will  recal  to  their  recollection  the 
constant  solicitude  which  it  has  manifested  for 
their  comfort. 

You  will  finally  accjuamt  them,  that  the  ut- 
most confidence  is  placed  in  their  discipline 
and  fidelitv,  that  the  present  disturbances  will 
be  soon  composed,  but  thai  they  must  on  no 
account  violate  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the 


panying  paper.  Vou  will  explain  to  the  offi- 
cers, that  such  of  them  as  may  decline  to 
aSbrd  the  pledge  now  required,  will  be  remo- 
ved from  the  immediate  execution! of  duty 
with  the  troops,  and  allowed  to  remain  -at 


Having  made  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  securing  the  services  of  the  company's 
troops  at  Tnchinopoly,  you  will  adopt  proper 
measures  for' carrying  the  same  plan  into 
effect  with  all  the  rest  of  the  corps  under  your 


some  particular  station  (which  it  is  left  to  command,  moving  a  force  to  any  other  point 

your  discretion  to  prescribe)  on  the  receipt  of  in  >our  divison,  if  you  shouUl  find  that  step 

their  ordinary  allowances,  until  the  situation  necessary,  to  effect  the  object  described  this  in 

of  aC^rs,  and  the  temper  of  their  minds,  dispatch 


admit  of  their  being  employed  with  advan- 
tage to  the  state.  Those  officers  can  have  no 
reason  wnatever  to  complain  of  this  mea- 
sure, or  consider  it  a  hardship,  for  they  can- 
not expect  that  the  government  will  entrust 
them  with  an  autbonty  which  they  are  not 
willing  to  employ  in  its  support.  After  this 
proceeding,  you  will  immediately  remove 
WomfiincuoQ  all  officers  who  shall  decline  to 


Instructions  similar  to  these  have  been  com- 
municated to  all  ihc  officers  commanding  di- 
visions south  of  the  Kisinah;  and  the  govern- 
ment trust  that  the  services  of  all  the  com- 
pany's troops  in  these  divisions  will  be  effec- 
tually secured  by  the  prompt  aod  decided  exe- 
cution of  this  order. 
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It  is  proper  not  to  conceal  fSrom  you,  that 
the  present  crisis  detnands  the  most  strenuous 
«x:riions  for  the  preservation  of  the  national 
interests,  and  the  lnca^ures  now  communicated 
to  you  arc  essentially  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  this  most  important  object.  . 

To  officers  commanding  divisions. 
Sir,— Government  having  received  infor- 
mation that  correspondence  of  a  most  seditious 
and  dangerous  nature,  is  carried  on  between 
a   number  of   British  officers  of   the  com- 
pany's armv  of  this  establishment,  you  arc 
hereby  authorized  and  directed   to  open  all 
public  rap^)ais,  and  also  all   private  tappals, 
conveyed    by  priv.!tc   hir'^airahs  or  messen- 
gers, and  to  opan  any  suspicious  letter  which 
may  be  contained  in  the  same,  and  to  forward 
them  tb  govemment  should  tiicy  contain  mat- 
ter of  a  seditious  or  improper  Jiaiure, 
I  hive  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  seivalit, 
(Signed)        A.  Falconar, 
Chief  secretary  to  goverpmcot* 
Fort  St.  Geoi-gc, 
ft6ih  July,  1809. 

Letter,  dated  26th  of  July,  from  colonel 
Barclay,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  ^forcr 
going  to  colonel  Close,  to  be  used  at  \iis 
discretion. 

Letter,  dared  fi6th  of  July,  from  the  sams 
to  general  Pater,  uaosmitting  the  copy  as 
above* 

Letter,  dated  tt6ih  of  Julyi  from  the  same 
to  colonel  Lang,  transmitting  the  copy  as 
above  ;  and  desiring  the  immediate  execution 
of  the  order. 

Letters  from  the  deputy -quarter- master- 
general,  stating  that  most  of  the  officers  at 
the  Mount  had  refused  the  test,  and  that 
they  had  been  removed  from  command,  and 
the  king's  officers  substituted  in  their  stead, 

A  further  demand  o£  %^o  horses  from  the 
Mysore  govcTOrocnt. 

Letter,  dated  16th  of  July,  from  colonel 
Stuart,  commanding  in  Travancore,  to  the 
chief  secretary  of  government,  stating  that 
the  greatest  ferment  and  discotjtent  prevails 
through  the  officers  of  the  Native  corps,  and 
that  he  has  reason  to  apprehend  the  worst 
consequences. 

From  the  chief  secretary,  dated  28th  of 
July,  to  colonel  Stuart,  acknowledj;ing  his 
letter,  and  acquainting  him  that  he  may  ex- 
pect assistance  from  Ceylon.         * 

From  the  chief  secretary  to  colonel  Wil- 
kinson, dated  ftSth  of  July,  desiring  that  he 
will  form  a  field  dctaduncDi  at  Trichino- 
poJy. 


The  same  to  colonel  Forbes,  dedriog  tint 
be  will  hold  all  his  disposable  force  in  read^ 
ness  for  service. 

From  the  same,  acquainting  colonel  Davis 
with  the  ioregoing  order. 

A  further  requisition  for  troops  from  Cc)'- 

lon. 

Colonel  Croker,  on  the  a5th  of  July,  re- 
ports that  the  officers  under  bi$  command, 
are  in  communication  wul;  the  other  paruof 
the  army,  thai  hisendcavifurs  shall  be  ttscdu> 
avert  the  apprehended  evils. 

Sir,  Quilon.Bt St  July,  1809. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowlcujic  ibc  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  pf  the  i4ih  inrant. 

In  my  reply  to  the  chief  ^crctary  to  go» 
vernmeut,  dated  the  i6th  of  this  month, 
I  fully  staled  what  I  ut»derstood  to  be  the 
general  scninnenis  of  the  com)iaoy*s  oScen 
m  ^is  command.  I  am  now  happy  to  sqr, 
from  some  private  communicaiion<  which 
have  since  been  made  to  roe,  thai  I  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  of* 
ficers  of  the  three  corps  at  this  station  10  re- 
main quiet  and  peaceable  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  and ,  I  hdvc  no  doubt  they  will 
continue  m  their  obedience  to  any  orders, 
except  one,  which  is  to  march  against  the 
rest  of  the  army;  this  1  know  they  would 
resist  and  disobey.  If,  therefore,  I  can  keep 
them  quiet  here  in  the  present  serious  and 
alarming  situation  of  a0airs,  it  will  be  as  much 
as  can  be  expected. 

Any  act  of  violence  on  the  pan  of  his  ma- 
jesty's regiment  here  would  be  aiteiMled  with 
the  most  fatal  consequences  (when  the  num- 
bers are  50  unequal)  and  create  a  sc«nc  of 
dreadful  confusion,  and  the  regiment  would 
be  left  in  Travanccrc  with  every  Sepoy  its 
open  and  avowed  enemy,  and  probably  they 
would  be  joined  by  all  the  people  of  ta^ 
country. 

What  the  sentiments  or  intentiofu  of  the 
corps  at  the  other  station  may  be,  I,  of  course, 
cannot  be  so  well  informed,  buc  I  have  great 
hopes  that  they  also  may  remain  quiet. 

All  opinions  on  the  present  sutc  of  afiain 
arc  kept  in  profound  secrecy,  not  do  1  ever 
hear  of  their  being  privately  or  publicly  dis- 
cussed. 

L request  you  will* assure  the  governor, 
that  I  shall  ao  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
check  any  improper  proceedings;  and  that 
whatever  may  happen,  I  shall  act  according 
to  the  best  ot  my  judgment  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)       P.  Stuart, 
Lieut.-col.  comg.Trayaocore* 
Licut.-col.  Barclay, 
&c.  &c. 

Letter  from  the  acting  resident  io  Mysore, 
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ing,  that  the  bones  will  be  supplied  by 
Mysore  government;    and   concluding 
h  (be  expression  of  bis  own  atuchment  to 
govcriimenc. 

[Colonel  Macaulay,  resident  in  Travancore, 
wards  a  report  of  colonel  Stuart,  of)  the 
riuing  state  of  bis  force. 

Sir,  Quilon,  sgd  July,  i8oe. 

[  beg  leave  to  report,  for  the  informa- 
n  of  the  bonourabie  the  governor,  that  I 
s  day  assembled  ihe  officers  commanding 
uive  corps  in  ibis  cantonment,  to  request 
:y  would  impress  on  (he  minds  of  their  of- 
ers,  in  the  most  forcible  manner,  ihene- 
»sttv  there  was  for  the  strictest  adherence 

their  duty;  to  point  out  to  ihem  the  fatal 
nsequences  th»t  must  result  from  a  ditter- 
t  line  of  conduct  :  and  also  to  shew  how 
iolutcly  necessary  it  was  to  check  the  cir- 
lation  of  any  report  prejudicial  to  govern- 
t?ni,  or  any  animadversions  on  itscoriduct. 
I  must  do  those  ofHccrs  the  justice  to  say, 
at  they  appear  fully  aw.iie  oi  the  necessity 

the  above  measures,  and  will  do  their  ut- 
ost  to  inculcate  them  into  the  minds  of  their 
£ccrs. 

In  the  course  of  the  above  conveisation 
was  mentioned  to  me,  that  thcie  was  a  rc- 
Dtt  in  circulation,  which,  though  iheythem- 
Ives  disclaimed  any  belief  in  it,  still  mit>ht 
perate  strongly  in  the  minds  of  violent 
r  prejudiced  men,  unless-  contradicted  by 
itnortty:  this  was,  that  government  had 
lade  use  of  agents  throughout  the  different 
}rps  in  the  country,  to  endeavour  to  alienate 
le  attachment  of^  the  Native  officers  and 
epoys  from  the  European  officers,  that  in 
tse  of  any  disturbances  the  former  might 
kke  the  commatid  of  the  corps  and  secure  the 
itter  This,  I  qf  course  told  them,  was 
01  worthy  of"  belief,  but  must  have  been 
irculated  by  some  mischievous  incendiary 
>  inflanie  the  already  agitated  minds  of  the 
fiicers. 

At  the  same  time,  1  beg  leave  to  be  allowed 
3  suggest,  that  if  the  above  report  wascon> 
radirted  by  government,  and  that  made  known 
3  officers  commanding  regiments,  it  would, 
D  my  opinion,  be  productive  of  very  bc- 
eficial  consequences. 

1  am  happy  in  being  able  to  add,  that  I 
lever  felt  a  greater  degree  of  confidence  in 
be  kteadiness  of  the  battalions  at  this  station  ; 
ind  1  shall  lose  no  time  in  urging  officers  com-, 
nanding  corps  at  oih.  r  places  to  use  the  same 
:autioi)  in  quel  lux  the  ferment  that  may 
:xi$t  amoog  the  olHcers  under  them,  and 
minting  out  the  absohite  necessity  of  strict 
idberence  to  duty,  and  obedience  to  the  orders 
)f  goveroment. 

1  have  the  honour,  &c, 
(Signed)        P.Stuart, 
Lieut.*coK  comg*  Travaacore. 
Lieat.<ol  Barclay^ 
^c,&c« 


Letter  from  colonel  Long,  dated  sStb  July, 
itatii^,  that  eve/y  officer  belonging  to  ibe 
garrison  had  refused  to  give  the  test. 

(Private.) 
Dear  Barclay,    Cranganore,  23^  July,  1809. 

L  have  not  heard  further  from  colonel 
Stuan.  Enclosed  is  a  short  note  from  Mr. 
Macaulay,  whom  I  am  obliged  to  call  upoo, 
cm  account  of  my  state  'of  health  ;  the  reports 
respecting  the  deposition  of  the  Nayrs  agaia 
to  rise,  have  been  no  doubt  set  on  foot  by 
designing  men. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  unhappy  ferments 
in  the  armyi  I  explained  myself  fully  to 
miijor  Blacker  whci:  here;  bad  what  was 
then  suggested  been  adopted,  it  is  my  opi- 
nion that  discipline  and  good  order  would  have 
prevailed. 

I  remain,  dear  Barclay, 

Your*s  sincerely, 
(Signed)       Macau  lat« 
Lieut.-col.  Barclay, 

&C.&C. 

Mv  dear  Uncle, 

You  will  have  heard  from  colonel  Stuart 
the  reports  (hat  are  in  circulation,  respecting 
the  disposition  of  the  Nayrs. 

I  believe  that  Mr.  Arthux  is  the  author  of 
some  of  them. 

Thij.k  of  the  officers  commanding  the 
Native  corps  having  each  oidered  a  piquet  6f 
100  men,  under  an  European  officer,  to  pre- 
vent their  bt'iijg  surpriaxd  and  disarmed  by  co- 
lonel Stuart  1  this  is  open  mutiny. 

The  day  being  bad,  I  am  doubtful  if  I 
shall  start  before  to-morrow. 

Your's  very  truly, 
(Signed)        K.  Macaulat. 

(Confidential.) 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Barclay,  militaiy  te* 

crctary. 

Sir»*-I  have  the  honour  to.  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  requiring  of  me 
to  m«kc  a  report  of  the  state  of  the  troops 
under  my  command,  for  the  information  of 
sir  George  Barlow. 

To  report  the  real  state  of  affairs  without 
any  reserve,  and  even  to  offer  an  opinion 
thus  confidentially,  when  I  think  it  may  be- 
nefit the  country,  I  have  always  conceived- 
it  my  duty  ;  and  though  I  may  have  to  state 
faas  whicn  give  me  the  deepest  concern, 
and' which  must  be  distressing  to  the  ear  of 
government,  still  I  shall  continue  to  do  so, 
and  nothing  shall  damp  tjny  ardour. 

You  require  of  mc  to  employ  the  most 
effectual  measures  to  maintain  the  order  and 
discipline  of  the  company's  troops.  It  be- 
comes me  then  to  say,  in  unequivocal  terms, 
that  the  authority  of  government,  as  it  tends 
to  prosecute  measures  against  the  officers  who 
have  incurred  their  censure,  is  totally  disre- 
garded. It  would  be  impossible  (or  me  to 
enforce  any  order,  however  iEiviaJl«^4)i^(  jvas 
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known  to  hive  that  tendency ;  a  campliance 
wttb  my  request  might  induce  the  omcers  to 
concede  aome  points,  aod  many  have  been 
obtained  in  dehcacy  to  me ;  bat  I  repeat,  no- 
thing can  be  enforced.  It  is  well  known* 
that  all  the  officers  ^staff  excepted)  aie  sworn 
>to  support  each  other.  They  know  ihey 
must  sull'er  if  they  Biil  in  the  present  strugglet 
and  that  nothing  is  left  to  ihem  without  una- 
nimity and  perseveiance.^ 

It  IS  no  longer  now  the  justice  of  their  cause 
they  preimd  to  maintain,  on  the  contrary, 
they  Kiiow  how  unjustifiable  t^e  been  their 
proceedings,  that  the  charge  ct  jnutiny  must 
even  attach  to  them.  But  the  grciter  ^eir 
error  is*  and  the  stronger  they  are  uinted  with 
crime,  the  more  necessary  it  appears  to  them 
CO  bold  out  in  the  present  cause. 

To  check  the  circulation  of  opinions  and 
reports  unfiivoarable  to  government,  has  al- 
ways .been  a  great  objea  6f  my  attention ; 
buty  for  these  two  months  past,  that  has  been 
impossible.  Bef<>re  the  ferment  had  arisen 
to  so  great  a  height,  and  that  the  army  had 
organized  its  opposition,  I  was  enabled,  in  a 
great  measure,  through  tbe  sta£Fand  command- 
ing officers  of  corps,  to  chrck  the  propaga- 
tion of  those  rnxHia,  which  were  often  evi- 
dently circulated  with  the  most  malicious 
intent;  but  it  is  long  since  commanding 
officers  of  corps  themselves  have  lost  the 
infloenoe  they  ought  to  possess,  particularly 
since  they  have  let  part  of  their  authority 
€ill  into  the  hands  of  oommittees*  whose 
power  seeAis  uncontrollable. 

As  to  the  Sepoys,  there  is  IK>  doubt  they 
have  long  espoused  the  cause  of  their  officers. 
They  have^  I  underitand,  been  made  to  be- 
lieve that  the  European  officers  were  about  to  be 
deprived  of  a  conaiderable  part  of  their  allow- 
ances, aod  that  it  would  probably  be  a  prelude 
to  greater  reductions,  which  mi^ht  affi:ct 
themaelvts ;  whoever  is  well  acquainted  with 
their  dispositions,  must  be  convinced  how 
eagerly  they  would  Inten  to  such  a  subject, 
acid  enter  into  such  a  cause  they  have  been 
made  believe  ao  nearly  aflfecu  their  inte- 
rests. 

To  attempt  to  set  the  troops  against  their 
officerSf  in  a  coontr3r  where  treason  is  so  in- 
fectious, and  when  its  effects  may  prove  ao 
fiiul>  would  never  be  a  remedv  resorted  to 
by  any  ope,  except  in  a  case  where  no  doubt 
could  exist  of  its  producing  a  safe  and  perfect 
cure,  and  I  should  conceive  myself  guilty  in 
fbe  extreme,  did  I  not  say  I  am  convinced 
the  attempt  would  completely  fail ;  and  the 
best .  that  could  be  expected  from  the  mea- 
aure  would  be,  the  total  disorganization  aoKl 
ruin  of  the  forces 

His  luaiesty's  83d  regiment  is  at  my  com- 
mand, and,  I  have  no  doubt,  thoroughly  to 
be  depended  on;  but  surely  no  man  ot re- 
flection will  ever  pretend  that  with  a  regiment 
of  500  effective  men,  I  could  succeed,  and 
force  obedience  to  mv  command  against  a 
firaaly  united  body  of  four  complete  batta- 
Hom  o£  in&miyy  t  regtmeot   of  cavaby. 


and  a  large  body  of  European  aniHery.  The 
3gd  regiment  would.  I  am  stire,  do  its  doty ; 
but  I  should  never  be  excused  for  engan^t 
them  in  a  contest  which  would  prove  their 
destruction,  and  I  have  no  doubt  be  foUowed 
by  a  scene  which  can  be  better  conceived  tha 
described.  But  supposing  for  a  moment  I 
could,  after  a  bloody  ctMiflict,  maintaia  a 
temporary  authority,  there  is,  at  the  oQ 
of  the  troops  stationed  h-re,  a  force  in  the 
field  conaisnng  of  three  battalions  of  infaotiy, 
two  regiments  of  cavalry,  with  horse  and 
foot  artillery,  which  it  requires  every  aa  of 

Sirsuasion  to  keep  from  roshii^  iixo  action, 
y  coercive  means  to  enforce  uie  aothony 
ot  govemment,  I  min  repeat,  is  impossible; 
and  I  pledge  my  character  as  an  officer,  tbi 
to  make  the  attempt  woukl  be  a  wamoo  sacri- 
fice of  bicxxl,  causing  ibe  moat  £ual  aniinontf 
among  the  troops,  and  leading  to  nmi  of 
which  the  extent  cannot  be  foretokX. 

I  fear,  by  the  removal  from  command,  go- 
vernment IS  already  displeucd  at  the  heedom 
with  which  I  have  delivered  my  opsnioa ; 
but  they  may  be  assured,  there  is  not  in  his 
majesty's  service  an  officer  who  has  bceo 
more  zealous  in  the  support  of  their  autborkf, 
who  has  been  inore  indefatigable  in  checking 
the  prormilgation  of  seniimenu  conti»y  10 
the  principles  of  discipline  and  sobordisadoB, 
and  in  persuading  the  officers  how  sacred  a 
duty  it  wu  to  use  the  arms  with  which  tbcy 
were  entrusted,  for  the  support  of  legii  aa- 
thority. 

There  are  officers  who  shoddci'  at  the  idea 
of  the  miseries  they  probably  may  cause  bv 
the  present  proceeding;  but  the  effica  d 
all  reasoning  is  lost.  They  are  aware  of  the 
excesses  tb<^  have  commioed,  aod  acknow- 
ledge the  extent  of  their  guilt;  but  the  con- 
sciousness of  it,  iost^  (?  making  them  re- 
cede, seems  only  to  make  them  more  des- 
perate. It  is  no  longer  the  secret  mcetiag 
of  the  seditious,  intriguing  to  gain  ccitaia 
ends;  it  is  the  open,  determined  opposition 
to  government,  as  the  last  reaooroe  af  de- 
spair. '^ 

It  is  then  evident,  that  a  general  coafciion 
in  the  force  would  be  the  immediaie  and 
ineviuble  effect  of  any  coercive  act  of  miae ; 
and  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  oonsequenoe  I 
should  endeavour  to  preveiK  it.  To  check 
any  sudden  and  vio!em  commotion  has  heca  a 
mat  rule  of  my  conduct  durtnff  the  pfcseat 
ferment  of  the  army,  and  I  shall  think  it  my 
duty  to  adhere  to  that  rule  m  much  aa  possihk, 
unnl  the  period  I  make  over  my  commaDd  to 
the  superior  judsmem  of  colonel  Qoae.  la 
the  mean  while  I  shall  exert  the  utaaastof 
my  ability  in  aapport  of  gofcmment,  aad 
trust  with  confidence,  that  ny  coadnei  wiA 
he  ultimately  approved  of. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servui^ 
(Signed)   THOf.G.MoNTABsc 

Secunderabad»      r  v^^^i^ 
•4th  July,  i8o9^dbv^OOg^^ 
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Tvo  letters  follow  here;  one  from  colonel 
ong,  fcUtive  to  the  rcfiisal  of  an  officer 
)  sign  the  test ;  and  another  from  colonel 
orbes,  respecting  the  state  of  the  nature  of 
}rps  under  his  command. 

Letter  from  captain  Sydenham  to  the  gover- 
9r,  dated,  ftSth  July,  forwarding  copy  of  a 
:(tcr  oe  addressed  to  colonel  Dovcion,  com- 
landing  in  Berar,  wherein  be  remonstrates, 
tid  prohibits  the  march  of  any  part  of  the 
kiar  force,  except  by  public  authority. 

A  further  letter  from  captain  STdcnham 
3  colonel  Doveton ;  deprecating  the  march 
f  any  part  of  the  Jaulnah  force  to  Hydra- 
ad,  describing  the  militarv  force  of  the 
eighbouring  powers,  and  tneir  disposition 
3  uke  advantage  of  such  a  mo▼emen^ 

24th  July, — From  colonel  Close,  stating 
bat  he  will  leave  Poonah,  on  28th  Julv,  and 
roceed  with  the  utmost  celerity  to  Hydra- 
ad. 

Enclosure,  No.  21. 

To  the  military  secretary  to  the  honourable 
[le  governor,  «c.  &c. 

From  colonel  Wilkinson,  30th  July,  re- 
orting  the  seizure  of  16  officers  who  had 
efused  to  sign  the  test,  and  forwarding  the 
ames  of  those  who  had  signed  it. 

To    lieutenant-colonel  Barclay,  military 
(cretary  to  the  honourable  the  governor. 
Sir, 

At  a  late  hour  last  night  I  had  the  honour 
3  receive  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  by 
xpress,  conveying  to  me  copies  of  letters  to 
eutenant-colonel  Davis,  of  the  26th  and 
7th  instant,  and  directing  me,  in  the  event 
f  lieutenant'Coionel  Daviea  not  having  re- 
jmed  to  Bangalore,  to  proceed  to  carry  in- 
1  e^ct  the  orders  of  the  governor  in  coun- 
il  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  26th  instant. 

impressed,  as  I  have  been,  by  experience, 
ince  I  have  had  the  honour  of  commanding 
liem,  with  a  high  sense  of  the  state  of  dis- 
ipline,  correctness  of  conduct,  and  attach- 
lent  to  this  country,  of  the  two  native 
orps  at  this  station,  it  could  not  but  be 

most  painful  and  distressing  part  of  my 
uty  to  assemble  the  respectable  bodyof  ofB- 
ers  composing  them,  to  tender  for  their 
ignature  a  paper  so  evidently  implying 
trong  suspiaons  of  their  loyalty.  In  com- 
pliance, however,  with  the  instructions  I 
ecetved,  the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the 
lonourable  company's  service  stationed  here 
let  at  eleven  o*clock  this  forenoon,  at  my 
natters,  when  I  communicated  to  them  the 
irders  of  government,  as  conveyed  to  me, 
nd  presented  the  declaration  for  signature ; 
rith  one  voice,  they  professed  their  firm 
ttachment  to  their  King  and  country,  their 
inahaken  fidelity  to  their  employers,  and 
heir  indignation,  that  while  unconscious  of 
leriting  suspicion  such  a  paper  should  be 
ireaented  to  them ;  and  ili  firm  but  respect<- 


fn!  language  declined  subscribing  to  it,  con- 
fident that  in  no  instance  whatever  have 
the  officers  of  the  company's  service  under 
my  command,  attempted  to  oias  the  opiiuons 
of  their  native  officers  and  men,  or  to 
estrange  their  aiffections  from  the  govern* 
ment  $  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  havo 
been  particularly  guarded,  not  to  discuss 
ever  in  their  presence  the  causes  of  their  pre- 
sent discontent,  or  events  which  have  occur- 
red connected  with  it  in  other  quarters. 
And  viewing  with  well.fouuded  alarm  the 
probable  dreadful  consequences  of  removing 
the  whole  of  the  officers  of  the  two  native 
corps,  and  placing  those  corp>  under  the 
command  of  others  whom  they  know  to  be 
of  a  different  service  to  themselves,  I  ven« 
tured  to  deviate  in  some  degree  from  the 
instructions  conveyed  to  me;  and  on  receiv« 
ing  a  solemn  pledge  from  the  officers,  col- 
lectively and  individually,'  that  they  would 
not  in  the  interim  take  any  step  whatever  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  these  men  from  the 
government,  I  allowed  them  to  return  to 
their  duty  with  their  corps,  till  I  am  ho- 
noured with  further  instructions. 

I  trust  the  honourable  governor  in  council . 
will  not  condemn  my  presumption  in  ^bus  de- 
ferring the  execution  of  an  order  conveved  to 
roe  by  him,  or  that  he  will  not  for  an  instant 
suppose,  that  I  have  acted  otherwise  than  by 
an  ardent  zeal  for  the  public  service,  and  the 
most  anxious  desire  to  cootiibute  all  in  my 
power  to  the  preservation  of  that  harmony 
between  the  two  services,  and  between  the 
company's  army  and  the  government,  which, 
I  am  happy  to  say,'  as  far  as  I  have  had  an 
opportuMty  of  judging,  has  ever  existed 
among  the  troops  under  my  command.  I 
tru^t  u  will  not  be  considered  thai  the  latitude 
1  have  taken  is  greater  than  the  nature  of  the 
circumstances  1  have  stated,  and  the  present 
temper  of  the  times,  fully  warrant.  If  I  have 
erred,  it  has  been  in  judgment,  but  certainly 
with  the  best  intentions.  It  will  appear  to 
the  honourable  the  governor  in  co«incil,  that 
should  he  persevere  in  his  resolution  of  sus- 
pending all  the  officers  of  the  company's  ser- 
vice at  this  station  from  the  exercise  of  their 
military  function.s,  the  measure  will,  at  any 
future  moment,  be  equally  i^racticable  as  now, 
while  they  continue  boiind  in  honour  to  uke 
no  steps  towards  frustrating  it ;  the  delav  may 
also  enable  government  to  «end  other  officers 
of  the  company's  service  to  take  charge  of 
the  two  corps,  and  preclude  the  necessity  of 
appointing  those  of  bis  majesty's  service.-- 
I  have  •  this  day  communicMed  to  lieuteoantr 
colonel  Davis,  commanding  this  divtsion| 
my  proceedings  on  this  oecaiioo,  and  shal| 
await  such  further  touructions  as  I  may  re? 
ceive  from  him  or  from  government. 
1  have  ihe  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  S.  Gibb^, 

|ieat.-col.  comminifiqi 
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Fort  St.Gcorgc,  3d  August,  1809. 
Sir,— 1  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3isr  ultimo,  to 
the  military  secretary  to  the  EoDOurable  the 
governor,  and  am  directed  by  the  honourable 
the  governor  in  council  to  acquaint  you,  that 
while  he  gives  you  every  credit  for  your  mo- 
tives for  suspending  ihe  execution  of  the  or- 
ders of  government  of  ihe  26th  of  that  month, 
with  respect  to  the  officers  of  the  honourable 
company's  service  at  Bangalore,  he  thinks  it 
proper  to  desire  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in 
carrying  those  orders  into  effect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  A.  Fa  l  c  o  n  a  r  » 

Secretary  to  government. 
Licat.-col.  Gibb«, 
commanding  Bangalore. 

Enclosure,  No.  23. 
Lieut  .-colonel  Barclay,  military  Secretary, 
&c.  &c. 
Mysore,  25th  July,  i8og. 

Sir, — It  is  with  the  most  painful  sensation, 
that  1  address  you  upon  a  subject  which  dis- 
tresses me  even  to  think  of. 

Yesterday,  at  12  o'clock,  I  received  the 
letters^  Nos.  t  and  2,  from  lieutenant-colonel 
Bell,  commanding  Seringa  pa  tam,  stating  the 
hard  duty  which  the  2d  battalion  of  the  i^th 
would  undergo,  urovided  that  the  2d  battalion 
of  the  igih  left  the  garrison. 

Nos.  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  are  likewise  from 
that  officer,  containing  three  letters  from  the 
ofticers  of  the  15th,  19th,  and  the  company 
of  artillery  now  under  orders  for  Banga- 
lore. . 

The  bold  spirit  so  strongly  expressed  in 
those  letters  calls  forth  my  utmost  indignation^ 
but  as  the  means  of  compulsion  arc  wanting, 
I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  complying 
with  colonel  BeiPs  request,  and  postponea  the 
movement  of  the  19th  and  the  artillery  till 
I  ^m  honoured  with  the  further  commands  of 
Wf  George  Barlow. 

No.  7  is  a  copv  of  a  letter  written  by  my 
order  to  colonel  Bell  in  reply  to  bis,  No-  l 
and  2,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  I  have 
complied  with  colonel  Bell's  requisition,  at 
«hc  desire  of  colonel  Munro,  thus  far  pre- 
serving the  appearance  of  discipline. 

I  am  this  instant  honoured  with  your  letter 
of  the  21st  instant. 

As  1  happen  to  be  at  the  residency  I  have 
communicated  with  Mr.  Cole ;  and  the  5,000 
Seladars  will  be  olaced  at  Cloreput  in  the 
course  of  a  very  few  days. 

Every  exertion  shall  be  made  10  equip  the 
troops  at  Bangalore. 

(Signed)        Henry  Davis, 

Lieut.-colonel  at  Mysore. 

[Here  foHow  the  copies  of  the  letters  re- 
ferred to  in  the  preceding  correspondence  of 
colontl  Davis.] 


EnclotUFC,  No.  24. 
A  further  letter  from  colonel  Davis  n 
lien  tenant-colonel  Barclay,  military  iecrctaiy, 
&c.  dated  Fort  of  SeriogapaiaxD,  SsOib  Joly, 
1809  ;  reporting  the  present  state  of  the  g«- 
risou  as  before.  ^ 

A  letter  from  colonel  Barclay  to  cdknd 
Davis,  approving  bis  conduct. 

Another  letter  from  the  chief  sccretart  to 
government  to  the  honourable  A.  Cole, 
sanctioning  bis  acts,  and  commonicatingtJK 
authority  of  government  to  pass  an  amixsn 
to  the  privates  and  non-cocnmissiooed  of- 
ficers. 

Enclosure,  No.  2S. 

To  A.  Falconar,  Esq.  Chief  secretary  ta 
government 

Seringapatam,  SOtb  July,  1809. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  dispatch  under  date  the  2€tii 
instant . 

My  letter  of  yesterday's  date  to  lieutenant 
colonel  Barclay  will  have  made  the  honor- 
able thegovernor-in  council  acouainted  vitii 
the  state  of  the  minds  of  the  omccrs  of  this 
garrison;    and  I  now  have  the  hoiKMir  of 
transmitting  to  you  an  address  which  vai 
last  night  delivered  to  me  by  a  deputation  of 
oflicerb,  which  seeming  to  aiuicipate  uoda 
a  more  unfavourable  mode  of  pi  oceedia; 
the  instructions  contained  iu  your  dispatdi, 
I  deemed  it  expedient,  for  my  own  persooal 
liberty,  to  postpone  the  execution  of  tiie 
order  of  the  honourable  the   governor  in 
council  until   I  should   be   able  to  remove 
myself  and  staff  beyond  the  walls  oi  this 
fort.  It  having  come  to  my  knowledge  that 
orders   wece  given  to  prevent   any  officer 
from  leaving  the  fort  without  special  per- 
mission from  the  senior  officer  of  the  troops. 
In   order  to    eH'cct  this   purpose,  without 
giving  cause  of  suspicion,    I  requested  the 
whole  of  the  European  officers  of  the  com- 
pany's   service  might  be   desired    to  wait 
upon  me  this  morning,  which  after  ffiuc^ 
hesitation  and  delay  was  complied  with.   I 
admoni&hed  them  to  return  to  their  obedieocc 
to  the  government ;  not  10  be  alarmed  in  coo- 
sequence  of  the  report  they  yesterday  heard 
of  the  intention  of  employing  the  njih's 
troops  to  act  against  them,  as  that  was  not 
the  case ;  and,  in  short;  cndeavcn^t^  lotrao- 
quillize  their  minds   as  much   4i    possible, 
(or  their  own  personal  safety  ;  aitd  coocluded 
by  telling  them  that  it  was  my  intentioo  to 
return  to  Mysore    immediately.     They  it- 
plied  by  assur.  n:es  of  their  readiness  to  obcf 
9.\\ /fgal  orders,  but  required  from  mcatk- 
claration  that  I  had  received  no  instructioos 
to  seize  their  j^nonst  and  by  force  scpsiaie 
them  from  their  men.    I  declined  nokit^ 
known  to  them  the  orders  I  bad  reccivw 
from  government,  and  ibcy^  then  (in  die 

Digitized  by  VjOOv  IC 


STATE  PAPERS. 


333 


shape  of  a  request  that  I  would  remain  with 
them  for  tbar  fruectiony  and  to  prevent 
the  alarm  which  my  leaving  them  would  cre- 
ate in  the  then  aei^ated  state  of  their  minds) 
gave  me  to  understand  I  could  not  quit  the 
tort.  Thus  situated  I  found  it  necessary  to 
communicate  to  them  the  paragraph  of  the 
instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch,  re- 
prding  the  mode  which  the  govermnent 
meant  to  pursue  for  the  disposal  of  such  of- 
ficen  as  were  unwilling  to  enter  into  the 
oblig[ation  prescribed,  and  that  communica- 
tion IS  now  under  their  discussion.  I  remain 
in  'a  state  of  uncertainty  with  regard  lo  my 
own  situation,  whether!  am  at  this  moment 
(2  P.  M  ]  a  prisoner  or  not. 

At  a  quarter  before  three  captain  Webster 
addressed  a  letter  by  roy  order  to  colonel  Bell, 
intimating  that  it  had  come  to  mv  knowledge 
that  orders  had  been  given  by  him  that  no 
officer  should  be  permitted  to  leave  the  fort 
without  his  authority ;  and  that  as  it  was  my 
intention  to  proceed  immediately  to  Mysore, 
I  desired  orticrs  might  be  given  to  the  officers 
OQ  duty  to  allow  myself  and  staff  to  pass  the 
gates  without  any  opposition.  To  this  no 
answer  was  sent,  but  at  a  quarter  past  three 
the  town-major  called  and  informed  captain 
Webster  that  an  answer  was  preparing,  and 
that  until  it  was  sent  in  I  could  not  be  per- 
mitted to  leave  the  fort ;  that  orders  not  to 
pass  me  had  been  given  to  the  officer  on  duty ; 
aixi  that  he  was  then  going  to  repeat  those 
ord^  to  the  guards.  He  further  said  that 
colonel  Bell  requested  neither  myself  nor 
my  etas',  would  quit  the  compound  of  the 
house  io  which  we  were  living.  A  note 
which  I  sent  by  an  orderly  trooper  to  deliver 
to  Mr.  Cole  at  Mysore  was  stopped  at  the 
tate,  and  returned  to  me  by  the  town-major; 
toe  man  remains  with  his  horse,  and  is  a 
prisoner  in  the  gate-guard.  At  half  past 
three  I  received  the  letter  No.  i  from  colonel 
Bell.  At  four  o'clock  lieutenant-colonel 
Monro  waited  upon  me  with  paper  No.  & ; 
in  answer  to  which  I  desired  him  to  inform 
colonel  Bell  that  I  would  make  no  cot)- 
promise  of  my  authority ;  and  to  tell  colonel 
Bell,  and  the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, (for  in  the  course  of  his  conversation  it 
came  out  that  colonel  Bell  was  one  of  the 
committee)  it  was  my  determination  to  re- 
main no  longer  in  the  fort ;  and  that  if  the 
gates  were  not  open  to  me  at  five  o'clock  I 
could  only  consider  myself  a  prisoner.  At 
a  quarter  after  four  Mr.  Smiih  the  paymaster 
called  and  informed  me  he  had  been  stopped 
at  the  gate,  and  just  at  that  moment  a  note 
was  p«c  into  his  hand  from  the  town-mitjor, 
inforratng  him  that  he  could  not  be  pcrmiued 
to  go  out  of  the  fort ;  at  a  quarter  before  five 
lieutenant-colonel  Munro  returned  with  <^olo- 
nel  Bell's  answer  that  I  might  save  myself 
the  trouble  of  leaving  the  house  as  1  could 
not  be  permitted  to  pass  through  rbe  gates. 
At  half  past  six  a  deputation  from  the  coTrt- 
mittee  of  safety  waited  u|X>n  me  to  assure 


me  that  it  was  entirety  a  mistake  my  beiiig  de- 
tained in  the  fort,  as  it  was  never  their  inten- 
tion to  lay  any  restraint  upon  my  person  or 
that  of  my  staff",  and  that  the  guard  at  my 
house  was  intended  as  an  honorary  guard  only, 
&c.  &c.  I  immediately  left  the  fort  and  return- 
ed to  Mysore. 

Mysore,  3i$t  July,  1800. 
Not  having  had  the  means  of  dispatching 
the  above  until  a  very  late  hour  last  night  1 
was  induced  to  delay  it  until  this  morning, 
in  hopes  that  the  accounts  of  what  had  taken 
place  at  Madras,  and  in  the  camp  near  the 
Mount  (which  they  were  in  possession  of  in 
the  evening),  would  make  some  alteration 
in  the  conduct  of  the  officers  at  Seringapatam. 
No  reply  has  however  been  yet  received  to 
the  communication  made  to  them  res[)ecting 
the  pledge  required.  It  was  not  in  my 
power,  situated  as  I  was  in  Seringapatam, 
to  assemble  the  Native  officers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  the  matter  to  them;  for 
although  the  European  officers  thought  pro- 
per to  remove  the  restraint  they  had  placed 
upon  my  person^  I  had  every  reason  to  sup- 

re  my  authority  remaiiied  equally  invalid, 
is  therefore  mv  intention  immediately  to 
call  upon  colonel  Bell  in  my  absense  to  put 
in  force  the  orders  of  the  government,  and 
the  result  be  communicated  to  morrow,  or 
as  s«K)n  as  received. 

During  the  whole  of  yesterday  the  draw- 
bridges of  the  fort  were  upt  and  the  greater 
part  if  not  the  whole  of  the  garrison  under 
arms. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaim  you  that  I 
have  this  morning  taken  the  necessary  mea- 
sures in  concert  with  Mr.  Cole,  for  searching 
the  public  tappalsy  and  stopping  the  circub- 
tion  of  all  seditious  papers  and  letters.  I 
cannot  conclude  this  dispatch  without  re* 
questing  vou  will  assure  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil that  Mr.  Cole,  the  acting  resident,  and 
the  dewan  6f  Mysore,  have  shewn  the  utmost 
zeal,  alacrity,  atid  ability  in  forwarding  the 
views  of  government  on  this  trying  occasion; 
and  I  feel  that  I  shall  receive  from  them  the 
most  useful  assistance  in  carrying  into  ex** 
<y:ution  their  orders. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  mention  that  I  have  di- 
rected this  month's  pay  to  be  withheld  from 
the  refractory  tfoops,  until  the  pleasure  of 
government  is  known. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 
(signed)        Henry  Daviji, 
licut.-col.  Mysore. 

P.  S.  From  the  commencement  of  the 
present  unhaopy  disturbances  it  has  been  my 
anxious  study  to  avoid  having  recourse  to 
coercive  measures,  and  nothing  but  actual^ 
necessity  will  force  me  to  proceed  to  extre- 
mities. 

Signed  as  above. 
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To  lieutcBant'4:o1onel  Davis,  commanding  in 
Mysore,  &c.  &c. 
Sir,— The  mott  alarming  intefligence  for 
tome  days  has  been  current  (as  a  former  com- 
munication already  before  the  government 
'vriW  have  shown)  and  has  now  been  conveyed 
to  us  from  other  quarters,  as  the  voluntary 
declaration  of  some  among  the  oldest  and 
most  respectable  Native  officers  in  the  ser- 
vice; they  clandestinely  informed  their  of- 
ficers of  the  most  dangerous  and  detestable 
means  being  resorted  to  by  lieutenant-colonel 
John  Munro  to  tamper  with  and  seduce,  by 
Native  agents,  the  fidelity  and  attachment  of 
the  Se^ys  from  their  ofnccrs,  supported  by 
the  unjustifiable  and  groundless  accusation, 
that  the  views  of  the  Xuropcan  officers  are 
to  subvert  the  government;  and  daring  to 
implicate  the  govcmnnent  in  this  in&mous 
transaction,  by  holding  out  promises  of  future 
rewards  and  indulgencics  in  the  name  and 
canction  of  that  authority }  thus  adopting  a 
line  of  conduct  directly  opposite  to  the  salu- 
tary measures  which  a  late  government  pur- 
sued in  times  of  the  most  imminent  danger  to 
the  British  interests-in  India,  arising  from  the 
tScat  of  a  disposition  which  such  machina- 
tions cannot  fail  a^in  to  excite. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  present 
critical  conjuncture,  which  no  mind  can  con* 
template  but  with  horror,  we,  with  the  con- 
fidence of  men  actuated  solely  by  a  feeling 
for  the  public  safety,  most  earnestly  in  treat, 
that  you  will  exert  the  influence  which  be* 
longs  to  your  character  and  situation  to  inter->^ 
pose  with  the  government  on  the  momentous 
occasion,  when  even  the  most  moderate  are 
compelled,  by  a  sense  of  common  interests, 
to  take  part  in  the  cause,  in  order  to  arrest 
the  dreadful  consequences  that  must  ensue 
from  the  dangerous  councils  which  are,  at 
present  adopted,  of  separating  the  interesu, 
not  only  of  Europeans  and  Natives,  but  even 
of  Europeans  themselves. 

(Signed)  J^Bell, 

Lieut.-col.  acting  for  self 
and  officers. 
R.  Munro, 

l^ieut.-coU  com.  sd  bat. 
15th  rcg. 

D.  C.  Kt^NNY, 

Major  com.  fid  bat. 
19th  reg. 

The  compaiiy's  officen  of  this  garrison  re- 
quest colonel  Davis  will  have  the  gopdneu 
not  to  quit  the  garrison  until  the  answer  from 
government  to  tbcir  address  of  yesterday,  and 
to  bis  intention  of  not  acting  upon  the  orders 
ne  has  shown  them  this  day,  is  communicated 
to  them  ;  and  that  he  will  assure  them  those 
orders  have  not  been  acted  upon  with  any  of 
the  troops  under  his  command  ;  and  tl^t  he 
will  make  them  acquainted  whether  any  vio- 
lent or  coercive  measures  are  meant  to  be 
uken  towards  the  company's  officers ;  or 
until  it  may  be  deemed  ncccitary  for  the  be- 


nefit of  his  health  to  proceed  to  the  cost,  ia 
which  case,  however,  they  further  reqiaesthis 
assurances  that  he  will  issue  do  ordcn  aigaimt 
their  safety. 

My  dear  Sir, 

You  having,  in  the  conference  of  this  d^ 
expressed  a  Keling  of  discontent,  under  thie 
idea  that  your  orders  would  not  be  obeyed  io 
this  garrison,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  asure 
you  that  every  order  from  you  shall  be  obqp- 
cd  which  does  not  involve  the  safety  of  the 
company's  officers. 

Whatever  may  be  their  actioiis  in  the  ose- 
sent  important  and  emergent  crisis,  the  wbole 
of  the  officers  are  anxious  to  assure  you  of 
their  unalterable  respect  and  esteem. 

(Signed)        J.BiLt. 

Colonel  Oavies. 

30th  July-^Mr.  Cole  resident  at  Myatxe 
reooru  to  the  chief  secretary,  meatorcs 
which  he  has  taken,  and  repeats  the  asmnBCCS 
of  his  zeal.     . 

3i8t  July— From  the  same,  stating  the  tea* 
diness  of  the  Mysore  government,  to  pro- 
mote  the  views  of  the  &&dras  govcmmeob' 

Enclosure,  No.  26. 
Contains  correspondence  between  the  9c6og 
collector  and  the  commanding  officer  at  Se* 
ringapatam  respecting  the  removal  of  public 
treasure. 

Enclosure,  No.  S7. 
Comprises  letters  of  5th  August  from  the 
secretary  of  government  to  colonel  Davics  ap» 
proving  his  measures,  and  directing  a  impo- 
sition of  the  troops. 

Letters  from  Mr.  Cole,  actti^  resident  at 
Mysore,  3d  August  to  govemmenr,  reportiof 
that  he  aiid  colonel  Davies  had  written  to  the 
officers  hi  SeriogapatLm,  again  pointii^  oot 
the  criminality  of  their  condua,  and  enorv 
ipg  them  to  return  to  their  duty. 

From  colonel  Davis,  3d  Aiigust,  to  govern- 
mcnt,  forwarding  duplicates  of^his  coneraoo* 
dence,  and  refcmng  to  Mr.Cole^  letter  ot  the 
same  date. 

To  lieutenant  colonel  Davis,  commaDdiogia 
Mysore. 

Para.  I.  Sir,  I  am  directed  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  to  convey  to  you  the  governor  io  coiuh 
cil*s  strongest  approbation  of  the  measares 
therein  reported. 

s.  The  govemor-in-couiK:il  vfstsfoawitl  ^ 
fall  powers  for  adopting  any  measures  yoa 
may  consider  necessary  tor  re-cstabUsbiogtbe 
autnority  of  government  in  the  garriioaof 
Seringapatam,  and  for  reducing  to  obedienci 
any  troops  that  may  be  acting  in  op^ositioa 
to  your  tmiers,  01  tooee  of  ^enuneitt,  but 
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he  dettr^  that  yoa  will  not  enter  into  any 
terms  with  the  instigators,  or  priDfipaloffioers, 
concerned  in  the  mutinous  proceedings  at 
Scringapatain*  that  may  preclude  those  offi- 
cers from  being  brought  to  trial  for  their  rn- 
minal  conduct; 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  sfcrvant, 
(Signed)     A.  Falconar, 

Chief.  Sec.  to  Gt. 
Fort  St.  George, 
8th  August  1&09. 

From  Mr.  Cole,  ist  August,  forwarding  to 
government  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  officers  in 
Seringapatam  desiring  that  guards  which 
had  been  posted  without  the  fort,  might  be 
withdrawn,  and  concluding  with  Mr.  Cole's 
assurances  that  to  his  life's  end,  he  will  stand 
by  the  government. 

To  A.  Falconar,  esq.  chief  secretary  to  go- 
vernment. 
Sir,— In  my  dispatch  of  yesterday  you  were 
informed  of  ray  intention  of  calling  imme- 
diately on  colonel  Bell,  the  senior  officer  of 
the  troops  in  Seringapatam,  to  put  in  force  the 
orders  of  government  as  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  ft6ih  ultimo.    I  accordingly  did 
so";  and  although,  from  the  temper  of  the 
minds  of  the  £uropean  officers  of  the  garrison 
I  bad  little  expectation  of  finding  obedience 
to  my  orders,  I  could  not  suppose  it  was  pos- 
sible their  conduct  could  have  been  so  wide 
.  of  decorum,  and  the  sense  of  propriety,  by 
which  gentlemen  are  generally  guided,  as  it 
has  proved  to  be.    My  letter  to  lieutenant 
colonel  Bell  was  retumed»  with  the  note  which 
accompanies  this  ;  the  seal  was  not  broken, 
but  the  envelope  was  torn,  and  robbed  of  |»rt 
qf  its  contenu,  viz.  the  extracts  of  the  in- 
structions of   government,  and  the  pledge} 
my  leuer  alone  was  returned.    The  extracts 
contained,  in  addition  to  what  I  communica- 
ted to  them  the  day  before,  the  paragraphs 
respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  native 
omcers  were  to  be  addressed.    The  officers 
of  the  garrison  have  proceeded  to  the  extre- 
mity of  seizing  the  paymaster's  cash-chest, 
which  contains  about  10,000  pagodas;  this 
was  done    yesterday   evening    by  the  town 
major,  and  a  member  of  the  committee  going 
to  the  office,  and  demanding  in  the  name  of 
the  commanding  officer  the l^eys,  which  on 
being  refused,  he  forcibly  took  from  the  Coni- 
copoly;  thus  have  the  company's  officers  in 
Scringaparam  declared  themselves  in  open  ho- 
stility to  the  government. 

Tne  Native  officers,  two  Subadarsf  and  one 
Jemidar  of  the  Raji*h*s  and  resident's  guards 
at  this  place,  have  been  assembled,  and  the 
whole  matter  fully  and  properly  explained  to 
them  by  Mr.  Cole,  at  my  request,  and  in  my 
presence^  they  without  any  hesitation  declared 
iheir  inviolable  attachment  to  the  government, 
whose  salt  they  had  so  long  eaten ;  the  senior 
Subidar  said>  he  bad  served  the  company  46 


years,  and  the  other  twt>  officen  fis  and  ao 
years  respectively. 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  yoor  letter  of  the 
fi6th  ultimo  to  lieutenant  colonel  Gibbs,  com- 
manding at  Bangalore,  with  directions  to  carry 
into  effect  the  orders  contained  therein,  and 
after  doing  so,  to  dispatch  two  squadrons  of  hit 
Majesty's  £^th  dragoons,  and  three  corn- 
names  of  his  Majesty's  fiQih  regiment  to 
Mundiuro,  on  the  Seringapatam  road,  dis- 
tant about  17  milts,  there  to  wail  my  further 
orders ;  to  that  detachment  I  shall  add  ,500  of 
the  Silladar  horse,  and  keep  the  whole  m  rea- 
diness to  act  as  circumstances  may  render  ne- 
cessary. The  present  appearance  of  a&iis 
threatening  the  necessity  of  ultimately  having 
recour^  to  hostile  operations,  I  beg  I  may  be 
honoured  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  orders 
of  government  for  my  guidance  in  the  event 
of  matters  not  wearing  a  more  tranquil  appear* 
anceeby  the  time  I  may  be  prepare  to  act. 

Two  companies  of  nis  majesty's  59ih  regi- 
ment are  permanently  stationed  in  the  fort 
of  Bangalore,  as  a  garrison  for  that  place« 
in  the  event  of  matters  requiring  the  march 
of  the  remaining  part  of  the  European  troops 
from  the  cantonment.  There  are  no  Native 
troops  stationed  in  that  fort,  and  only  one 
company  of  artillery  without  guns. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 
(Signed)  Hbnry  Davis, 

Lieut.-col.  at  Mysore. 

My  dear  colonel. 
You  must  be  perfectly  aware  of  the  state 
of  the  garrison,  which  I  reported  to  you  long 
since,  and  it  is  at  the  peril  of  my  freedom  to 
open  any  public  communications. 

I  am,  my  dear  Colonel, 

Your*s  sincerely, 
(Signed)  J.  Bell. 

Seringapatam, 
31st  July,  1809. 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  DvAs,  commandinf 
in  Mysore. 
Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  yoia 
the  declarations  of  the  officers  of  the  garrison, 
which  I  am  sorry  to  say  have  now  fully  pro- 
ved what  I  formerly  stated  to  you. 

(Signed)       J.Bell, 
Lieut.-col.  acting  senior  officer. 
Seringapatam, 
3d  August,  1809. 

N.  B.  I  shall  remain  here  while  there  is 
a  hope  left  of  doing  good,  except  I  receive 
orders  from  you  to  the  contrary.  The  de- 
tachment of  the  80th  I  have  been  commanded 
to  direct  should  march  to  Bangalore ;  on 
enquiring  the  cause,  I  wa»  informed  it  was 
occasioned  by  the  conduct  of  colonel  Forbes 
at  Cannanore. 

(Signed)       J.Bell. 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  ho- 
nourable company's  service,  do  in  the  mot 
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solemn  manner  declare  upon  our  words  of 
honour,  asBnitsh  officers,  that  we  will  obey 
tlie  orders  and  support  the  authority  of  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council  oF  Fort 
St.  George,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the 
commission  which  we  hold  from  that^ovem- 
siem* 

(Signed)        J.  Bell, 
Lieuienant-cotonel  artillery. 

Tolieuicwnt-coloncl  Bell. 
Sir,— I  thank  you  for  your  communica- 
tions. My  heart  and  house,  and  those  of 
Mr.  Cole,  arc.  open  to  you  ;  and  whatever 
arrangements  can  convenience  you  will  be 
itadify  agreed  to 

by  your's  obediently, 
(Signed)  H.  Da  vies, 

Lieut.-col.  com.  Mysore. 
Mysore, 
|d  August,  1809. 

Letter  from  the  honourable  A.Cole,  repro- 
bating the  refusal  of  colonel  Gibbs  to  march 
«  firom  Bangalore,  to  form  a  junction  wiih  the 
Mysore  troops. 

Enclosure,  No.  28. 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Barclay,  military  secre- 
tary. 
Bangalore,  5(h  Aug.  1809. 

Sir^ — 1  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you, 
for  the  information  of  the  honourable  the 
j^vernor  in  council,  th^t  I  this  day  cai- 
ricd  into  effect  the  orders  of  government, 
bearing  date  the  26th'*July,  and  /agreeably 
thereto,  su$peii<li  d  every  officer  of  the  ho- 
nourable company's!  service  at  this  station 
from  \beir  military  functions,  they  having 
one  and  all  refused  to  sign  the  paper  tendered 
lo  them  by  order  of  government,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  orders  received  this  morning  from 
the  officer  commandmg  the  division,  directed 
that  they  repair  to  O-soor,  there  to  remain 
for  further  orders ;  this  differs  from  your  let- 
ter of  291  h  ultimo^  which  I  have  reported 
to  lieutenbnt-colonel  Da  vies.  I  beg  to  add  a 
copy  of  the  orders  1  this  day  issued,  and 
trust  they  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council. 

I  have  to  add,  that  the  Native  officers  all 
declared  their  faithful  adherence  to  the  com- 
pany, and  their  readiness  10  obey  such  officers 
as  the  government  placed  over  them. 

I  have,  &c. 

S.GlBB^, 

Lieut.-col.  comg. 

To  the  miliury  secretary  to  the  commander- 
in-chief. 
Bangalore,  August  6th,  1809. 
Sir,---I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  letter 
received  from  major  Welsh  this  morning, 
with  an  address  to  the  commander-in-chief, 
bom  the  officers  sutioocd  at  Nuodydroog, 


which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  forward  fi»r 
bis  iotbrmation. 

Ibave,  &c. 
(Signed)        S.  Gibbs, 

Lieut-col- 

Lieutcoant-colonel  Gibbs,  commaDdiDg  Ban* 
galore. 
Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  forward  a  pa- 
per, which  I  have  to  request  you  will  forwaid 
to  Madras  without  delay. 

I  beg  leave,  at  the  same  time,  to  offer  apo- 
logies for  making  you  the  channel  of  &ucl» 
a  communication,  which  proceeds  from  tKe 
absence  of  colonel  Davis,  ar.d  an  auxicty 
lo  anticipate  the  orders  of  government,  ihac 
we  may  share,  in  common  with  our  brother 
officers  at  Bangalore,  that  tcmporarv  disgrace 
which  sir  G.  Barlow  has  determined  to  inflict 
on  them* 

I  have,  &c. 

J.  Welsh, 
Major,  commanding  Nundydrooj^^ 
August  5,  1809. 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  gar- 
rison of  Nundydroog,  understanding  that  our 
brother  officers  at  Bargatore  have  been  called 
upon  to  sign  a  paper,  promising  implicit  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  ok  the  honourable  sir*G. 
'Barlow,  governor  in  council  of  fort  St. 
George,  and  threatened  with  suspension  in 
case  of  a  refusal,  conceive  it  our  duty,  un- 
asked, to  step  forward  and  declare,  that  un- 
der existing  circurastanct^  we  shall  declice 
signing  any  such  paper,  if  tendered  to  us; 
at  the  same  time  we  think  it  incumbent  on  us 
to  assign  our  reasons  for  this  act  of  disobe- 
dience to  the  mandates  of  our  immediate  supe- 
riors. It  is  not,  at  this  late  period,  neces- 
sary to  state  all  those  grievances  under  which 
compan>'s  officers  alone  labour  (for  the  of- 
ficers of  his  majesty's  service  have  been  en- 
tirely exempted  from  a  participation  of  them). 
It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  declare,  that  we  are 
from  principle  embarked  in  one  common 
cause,  and  that  we  have  voluntarily  pledged 
ourselves  to  cooperate  with  our  brother  of- 
ficers in  all  legal  means  to  obtain  redress. 

It  will  therefore  clearly  appear,  that  sign- 
ing such  papers  as  the  one  in  circulation  would 
be  a  breach  of  those  sacred  principles  of  ho- 
nour by  which  we  are  actuated,  a  breach  of 
faith  towards  our  suffering  brother  officers, 
and  a  tacit  acquiescence  in  those  measures 
which  we  conceive  to  be  of  the  most  pernici- 
ous ndiorc  to  the  interests  of  the  honourable 
comp<tir,  (our  masters)  and  of  the  piojft  de- 
grading tendency  to  our  whole 'body,  andibc 
service  lu  general. 

We  fuiiher  have  .reason  to  suspect,  that 
were  we  base  enough  to  bign  such  a  promise 
(through  fear  of  losing  commissions  now 
no  longer  valuable,  if  we  cannot  hold  them 
with  ho(ioui)  that  our  swords,  hitherto  only 
dr^VQ  agaiost  the  CDcmics  ot  our  country, 
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voQid  be  directed  Against  the  bosoms  of  our 
brother  officers,  and  our  energies  employed 
in  overturnin|r  ihai  empire  which  our  honour- 
able masters  have  acquired  bv  our  unremitting 
excnions.  and  purchased  at  the  expense  of  our 
blood.  ^         *^ 

The  right  honourable  lord  Minio  has  ad- 
mitted the  ri^ht  of  soldiers,  is  on  some  occa- 
sions, to  consider  fhe  nature  and  trndcncy 
of  orders;  under  which  sanction  we  solemnly 
protest  against  measures  whichf  if  persisted 
in,  cannot  fail  to  ruin  our  hofK)urable  employ- 
ers. 

We  see  the  evil  already  far  advanced  ;  we 
behold  the  probable  consequenoes  of  the  pre- 
sent system,  and  wc  shudder  foe  the  fate  of 
British  India. 

We  dcfjare  ourselves  true  to  the  service 
of  our  masters,  and  ready  to  sacrifice  our 
lives  in  defeiKe  of  their  rights  and  territory ; 
but  at  the  s&me  time  resolved  never  to  com- 
promise our  own  honour. 

(Signed)      3d  regiment,  major  J.  Welsh. 
Captain  neut enant  Thos.  Stevenson. — 
Lieutenants  Jas.  Walker ;  Jas.  T«gg » 
T.  W.  D<iw>on* 
Nundydroog.  August  5th)  1809. 
Letter  from  Mr.  Cole,  to  the  secretary  to 
govemment»  informing  him  of  some  military 
arrangements. 

To  A.  Falconar,  Esq.  Sec. 
Sir, — SiiKe  the  dispatch  of  my  letters  of 
this  day  the  enclosed  communication  has  ta- 
ken pbce  with  colonel  Bell. 

Colonel  Davis  requested  roe  to  forward  it 
to  government,  and  to  add  his  congratula- 
tions to  mine  on  the  happy  change  of  affdirs. 

Wc  jointly  hope  that  government  will 
Dot  consider  out  conduct  as  indicative  of  too 
much  moderation  ;  and  wc  beg  to  assure  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council  that  we 
would  not  purchase  even  peace  at  the  expense 
of  its  dignity,  or  with  the  compromise  of  our 
own  honour. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.  H.  Cole. 
Mysore,  5th  August,  1809. 

Seringp:iiain,  ^ih  August,  18^9. 
Sir, — It  has  been  communicated  to  me 
that  the  board  of  officers  who  control  in  this 
garrison  have  come  to  the  dctcnnination  not 
to  be  the  first  aggressors  on  the  present  alarm* 
ing  crisis,  will  in  a  little  time  come  round, 
and  follow  the  example  set  by  so  many, 
sooner  than  run  a  ruk  of  the  loss  of  British 
India. 

(Signed)        J.  Bell. 
To  colonel  Davies, 
&c.  &c. 

To  lieut.-col  Bell,  Seringapatam. 
Sir, — I  thank  you  for  your  letter,  in  reply 
to  which  I  hate  only  to  ^ay  that  Mr.  Cole 
ynd  I  Will  sacnfice  every  private  considera- 
tion for  the  public  vTelfarei  and  use  our  ut* 
most  efforts  to  promote  peace  and  submission 
to  ihc  Wishes  of  government. 

I  have,  &c. 
fSicned)        H.  Davis. 


To  the  hoDoarahle  A.  M.  Cole. 
Extract  of  a  letter. 
Sir, 
The  govemor^tn-council,  adverting  to  the 
information  conveyed   in    lieutenant-colooel 
Bellas  letter,  dated  the  ^th  instant,  and  being 
anxious  to  avert  the  evils  which  must  result  to 
the  officers  of  the  garrison  of  Seringapaum, 
by  pcrMTvering    in    their    present    desperate 
course  of  proceeding,  authorizes  you,  in  the 
event  of  your  having  reason  to  believe  lieute- 
nant-colooel BelTs  opinion  is  well  foundedf 
once  more  to  letider  to  thciti  ihealternative  pre- 
scribed in  the  orders  of  the  govcrnor-in-coun- 
cil  of  the  26; h  uhimo. 

(Signed)       A.  Falconar. 

Fort  St.  George, 
icth  of  August,  1809.  / 

To  Alexander  Falconar,  Esq.  Secretary. 
Sir, 

Since  my  letter  of  yesterday  nothing  parti- 
cular has  occurred  here,  nor  do  we  kooW  ex- 
actly the  state  of  the  coiv/f^'/r  within  the  fort; 
they  are  however  evidrntly  distracted,  and  the 
badness  of  the  cause  shakes  the  determination 
of  the  boldest. 

I  have  the  pleasiire  to  report  that  two  squa* 
drons  of  his  Majesty's  25th  dragoons*  and 
three  companies  of  the  59th,  may  be  expected 
within  a  short  march  of  Seriogapatam  during 
to-morrow,  colonel  Gibbs  having  at  length 
complied  with  the  orders  of  colonel  Davis  re* 
specring  their  dispatch* 

A  letter  from  the  amildar  of  Cl^ittledroog 
this  day  received,  reports  that  the  corps  there 
had  plundered  the  rajah*s  treasury  to  the 
amount  of  above  eighteen  thousand  pagodas, 
and  that  a  third  battalion  has  reached  that  gar- 
rison, supposed  to  be  either  tst  pf  the  10th, 
or  2iid,  lately  on  their  march  to  Goa,  but 
more  probably  five  companies  of  the  3d  from 
Bednour. 

4. — As  soon  as  the  Ban^lore  detachment 
shall  arive,  colonel  Davis  will  arrange  for  the 
interception  of  those  corps,  in  the  event  of 
th^ir  coming  forward  in  this  JiriCiion  $  in  the 
mean-while  a  party  of  Sillad^r  horse  arc  post- 
ed M  Sarah  to  obstmct  th<-t»  p:  grcssi 

We  are  not  aware  of  the  result  of  the  ten- 
der to  the  corps  at  Chiitledro'^g  of  th*'  go» 
vernmeni  orders  of  the  e6th  ultimoi  but  should 
they  be  fairly  explained,  wr  have  liiilc  doubt 
of  their  entire  succe^  in  detaching  the  men 
from  their  officers;  the  great  dimcuUy  on 
thii  point  which  obstfucts  us  at  Scnngapatam 
is  our  inability  to  procureacccis  to  the  Native 
soldier,  who  consequently  gives  implicit  cre- 
dence to  the  word  of  his  officen. 

At  Nundidroog  two  companies  have  taken 
refuge  in  the  hi  1! -fort,  but  the  commanding 
officer  of  Bangalore  will  take  measures  to 
prevent  their  leaving  that  fort,  where  they  can 
do  no  injury. 

Should  the  Seringapaiam  officers  secede, 
all  oppjsiiion  to  govcrrm<nt  in  Mysore  will 
terminate,  and  a  disposable  force  may  be  at 
the  service  of  government  for  their  Support  in 
other  Quarters,   particularly  if  the  781b  foot 
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8. — It  would  perhaps  be  advisable,  on  my 
part,  to  suggest  that  the  hoar urablc  the  go- 
vernor-in-council  would  wilie  |x:rsonally   to 
the  dewan  on  the  present  occasion,  nor   ihat 
he  requires  a  stimulus   to  aid,  wiih  all   his 
power  the    British  government,  but   merely 
to  corroborate   my  explanations  of  the    pre- 
sent exiraordinary  aod  unparalleled  crisis. 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.  H.  Cole. 
Mysore, 
6th  August,  1809. 

N.  B.  Should  any  regiments  come  up  by 
Guzzlchutty,  of  which  there  is  a  report,  ar- 
rangements are  in  train  for  their  reception ; 
bur  I  still  hope  the  last  extremity  may  not  be 
necessary.- 

(Signed)        A.  H.C. 

To  Alexander  Falconar,  Esq,  Secretary. 
Sir, 

By  desire  of  colonel  Davis,  I  refer  to  the 
belter  judgment  of  the  honourable  the  go- 
▼ernor-in-council  the  enclosed  letter,  received 
last  night  from  colonel  Bell. 

Coronel  Drfvis  and  I  are  totally  at  a  loss  to 
comprehend  its  meaning,  and  we  therefore 
desisted  to  reply  to  such  a  compfxmd  of  in- 
comprehensible confusion  of  ntattcr.  The 
aim,  evidemly,  is  to  ^uin  time,  and  10  fabri- 
cate excuses  for  conduct  which  even  the 
brightest  genius  could  not  palliiite 

It  is  of  course  an  object  with  the  malcon- 
tents in  the  fort  to  court  our  continued  forbear- 
ance, (which  is  now  only  caa.scd  by  » f«lo:jel 
Gibbs's  delay  in  bringing  forward  the  Bang.--.- 
lore  force)  u  nil  she  gnri^on  can  be  r#mto£ccd 
by  th-'two  corps  at  Climlcdroog. 
4. — Tl^csc  bdttalu  n^are  now  on  their  majch, 
and  a^  extremities  in  the  picseiit  cii.'is  jppcar 
inevitable,  1  have  with  the  acquicsceiKc  of 
colonel  Davis,  dispatched  fifteen  hundred 
Peons,  armed  with  matchlocks,  &.c.  and 
three  thousand  Silladar  horse,  to  prevent  at 
any  risk  their  forming  a  junction  with  the 
faction  in  contioul  of  Stringapatam. 

^. — Moderation  has  now  been  carried  ^  us 
to  Its  utmost  length;  and  upou  a  v:cw  of  the 
a^^essing  conduct  of  the  enemy,  and  insi- 
dious vile  acts  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the 
M  §0  v:  government  (as  the  enclistxi  corres- 
pondence with  the  drwa.i  wili  deirxlnsiratc) 
ind  overturn  the  p-csent  kapuv  vyirem  of  af* 
fairs  in  this  country,  I  feel  coulidcnt  \h*x  no 
blame  can  attach  to  colonel  Davis  »nd  tne  for 
now  deciding  upon  cvtry  inraaiiT  r^'cu'afd 
to  overthrow  the  projects  of  rr»H:i  Km  and 
to  enforce,  at  the  poiut  of  tht:  bavoiui,  sun- 
mission  to  government  and  obedience  to  its 
decrees. 

6- — The  underhand  conduct  of  colonel 
Bell  is  unaccountable,  and  I  regret  to  perceive 
in  a  British  ofiicer  of  his  high  ra<tk  and  long 
aervices  so  lamentablo  an  instance  of  an 
absence  of  all  faith  arid  truth. 

7.— Colonel  Gihbs's  detachment,  I  lament 
to  say,  cannot  arive  oear  Seringapa  am  br(ore 
the  9tb;  in  their  absence  a  force  from  th^  fort 
will  probably  maicb  to  conduct  in  the  Chit- 


^  8. — The  failure  of  our  wishes  in  ihit  p«r- 
ticular  (should  it  unfonunately  occur),  musit 
bt*  attributable  solely  and  entirely  to  colonel 
Gibb&'s  tardiness  in  marching  from  Bangalore* 
9. — The  officers  of  the  two  companies  at 
Nundydroog  have  succeeded.  Thr  company 
of  Manartoodv  shall  be  obstructed,  and  the 
collector  of  Bhnwane  has  been  requested  by 
me  to  destroy  all  the  boats  on  the  Bhowane 
river,  to  prevent  the  Sankareedroog  force 
from  en  cring  Mysore  via  Guzzleputiy. — 
Sl^ould  this  force  however  ascend  the  ghaust 
the  bridge  over  the  Capanee  at  Nunjingood 
shall  be  destroyed,  and  by  this  measure  all 
communication  with  Senngapatam  will  be 
cut  oGF. 

10. — The  attempt  by  colonel  Bell  to  shake 
the  dewan  has  of  course  failed  of  success,  aid 
that  old  statesman  continues  firm  to  his  en- 
gagements, ardent  in  his  attachment,  and  full 
of  resource  and  vi^ur  in  support  of  the  Bri- 
tish government. 

It-  His  conduct  is  indeed  exemplary, 
and  should  we  liinentably  be  forced  to  draw 
blood,  I  anticipate  the  utter  extinction  of  the 
promoters  of  rebellion  in  this  district.      * 

12. — The  moment  he  received  colonel 
Bell's  artful  communication,  he  requested  a 
conference,  to  which  he  brought  the  letter 
and  \\\%  own  reply.  The  honourable  the 
governor  in  council  will  00  doubt  experience 
the  utmost  satisfaction  at  the  continued  stea- 
dir^ess  of  thi.s  approved  ally,  in  circumstances 
thjt  might  infuse  fear  even  into  the  heart  of 
the  mo&t  firm. 

13 — I  have  writtrn  to  Canvay,  to  request 
that  no  tro(  p$,  save  those  of  His  Msjeity's 
service,  be  jicrmiitcd  to  pass  through  the  ter- 
ritories oi  his  highness ;  and  I  hope  to  obvi<ttry 
by  precautionary  measures,  AX  dagger  of  an 
increase  of  foe  to  the  British  interests  in  this 
divi&ion. 

14.— The  dewan  has  this  day  furnished  us, 
at  the  request  of  colonel  Davis,  with  four 
six-pounders,  and  an  ample  supply  of  ammu- 
nition, &t.  His  zeal  and  activity  in  bringing 
all  the  resources  of  the  Mysore  state  at  this 
arduous  crisis  are  much  beyond  my  praiw:; 
they  will  I  am  sure  he  duly  appreciated  by 
iht  honour 4blc  the  governor-in-cfHincil. 

15. —  The  dciachmeni  of  his  Majesty's  8oih 
regnnant  arrived  ar  Mysore  this  moriun^ 

16. — I  have  great  satisfaction  in  reporting 
that  the  whofe  of  the  public  cattle  belongio  r 
tc  the  company's  depot  at  Hunsoor  have  heea 
u.ke.»  possession  of ;  and  that  the  public  trca- 
fluie  in  charge  of  the  late  agent  has  been 
made  over  to  me  by  lieutenant  Harvey. 

17.—  I  shall  make  immediate  arrangemenu 
in  communication  with  calonel  Davis  for  the 
temporary  management  of  this  important 
branch  of  oui  military  establishment.  The 
guard  who  escorted  the  treasure  have  declared 
a  determination  to  continue  sted fast  in  their 
allegiance  to  the  Britl»h  government ;  I  have 
accordingly  ordered  tht  m  to  do  duty  here, 
and  that  their  pay  my  be  distributed  to  them. 
I  have,  &c      (Signed;    A.  H.  CoLt. 
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To  HeuteDaot  colonel  Daivis  commandiDg 
n  Mysore. 

fieringapatam,  6th  August,  1809. 
Sir, 

Fnvm  the  present  melancholy  posture  of 
iffairs  1  think  it  -necessary  to  lay  before  you, 
or  the  information  of  the  officer  in  com- 
nand  of  the  coast  army,  and  ultimately  to 
rovernment, 

That  on  my  return  from  furlough  in 
'ehruary  last,  I  soon  learnt  there  wa<  a  most 
Jarming  ferment  «t  the  presidency  by 
^pponing  parties,  and  being  not  able  to  form 
.  juHgment  of  the  case,  I  immediately  de- 
ermined  not  to  take  a  decided  part,  other- 
eise  than  giving  an  opinion  when  called, 
n  what  was  in  my  conception  most  likely  to 
»rinf  those  unhappy  difleiences  to  a  speedy 
nd  amicable  lerminiition. 

Notwithstanding  the  distressing  orders  of 
he  1st  May  last,  and  the  personal  insult  c»st 
ipon  me  in  consequence,  I  have  alwavs  con- 
inued  chat  line  of  conduct  most  likely  to 
•re vent  a  loss  of  such  consequence  as  the 
Iritish  interests  in  India. 

Since  my  arrival  in  this  garrison  I  have 
lot  had  the  smallest  intimation  from  any 
uihority  of  I  he  objects  government  have 
eally  in  view.  I  have  been  treated  with  the 
^eatest  possible  neglect;  and  an  entire 
rant  of  th^t  confidence  which  I  would 
uppose  my  conduct,  situation,  and  rank, 
n  the  service  merited,  has  been  studiously 
nthheld  from  me. 

These  circumstances  have  rendered  it 
m possible  for  me  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
;arrison,  and  ta  maintain  that  order  and  dis- 
ipline,  as  I  have  before  explained  it  to  you, 
teceesary  to  carry  any  points  into  effect. 

I  hear  from  all  quarters  of  preparations 
oakiog  by  the  Mysore  government  of  an 
tostile  nature,  and  several  acts  have  alre<idy 
»een  committed  by  the  Mysoreans  in  diract 
ireacli  of  the  Mysore  treaty. 

You,  Sir,  who  during  the  whole  trans- 
ction.  have  acted  in  the  most  indirect  man- 
ler  with  me,  have  not  dared  to  inform  me  if 
uch  preparations  and  acts  had  the  sanction 
►f  the  '  supreme  government,  or  of  the  j^o- 
remment  at  home,  who,  I  presume,  are 
lone  empowered  to  trans^ess  or  alter  anv 
•olitical  measure  or  treaty,  m  which  the  wef- 
are  and  safety  of  the  empire  is  involved;  nor 
ia«  thrt  resident  been  more  communicative 
han  yourself. 

The  position  of  this  fortress,  in  the  ccn- 
re  of  the  Mysore  kingdom,  and  in  the 
icinity  of  its  capital,  demandi  that  the  rea- 
ons  for  giving  it  up  to  the  troops  of  that 
ountry  be  known,  and  well  weighed,  before 
hey  are  listened  to. 

The  seniority  of  my  rank  has  consign'-d 
he  Fort  and  Island  of  Seringapatam  to  my 
harge  and  defenc'; ;  and  it  behoves  me,  as  I 
jve  my  country  and  m\  kinj»,  and  as  I  value 
ny  commission  and  character,  not  to  resign 
:  until  I  am  warranted  so  to  do  by  legal 


I  have  been  always  aware  that  the  conse* 
quences  of  an  il'egal  act  can  affect  the  per- 
sona who  commits  it  only;  and  whep  this 
principle  ha<^  been  so  lately  reiterated, 
through  the  medium  of  the  genera)  orders, 
to  every  officer  in  the  army,  a^  well  by  the 
Madras  government  as  by  that  of  Bengal, 
there  would  rema\n  no  excuse  lor  my  con* 
duet  were  I  by  surrendering  tt  is  place  to  act 
so  directly  contrary  to  those  injunctions  ;  it 
even  makes  me  snudder  that  such  a  step 
might  involve  the  nation  to  which  I  belong 
in  a  long  and  sanguinary  warfare;  and  that 
I  should  then  have  ju&tly  to  reproach  myself 
with  the  l>lood  of  my  brother  soldiers,  from 
inattention  to  my  duty,  or  as  some  miglit 
suppose,  intimic'ation. 

It  may  in  tm-es  of  war  be  expedient  (to 
effect  the  object  in  view)  that  an  officer  in  ^ 
command  should  act  by  his  own  discretion  ;  " 
and  he  may  be  warranted  in  taking  a  place 
he  has  instructions  so  to  dO;  or  he  may  give 
up  a  place  which  has  been  taken  dufing  the 
campaign,  anf^  is  not  yet  fixed  hy  any  treaty. 
But  I  p  esume  it  wouU:  be  ih^  act  of  a  trai- 
tor only  to  abandon  a  fortress  of  this  import- 
ance, attached  hy  treaty  to  the  British  em- 
pire, without  legal  authority,  particularly  in 
times  of  profound  peace  with  our  neighbours, 
when  the  delay  of  a  few  weeks  to  obtain 
that  authority  cannot  be  of  consequence. 

I  have  therefore  written  to  the  dewau 
of  Mysore,  warning  him  of  the  part  he  is 
unwarily  led  In  act ;  and  I  recommend  it  to 
you.  Sir,  anr  to  Mr.  Cole,  to  advise  him  to 
the  same  effect,  for  you  may  rely  on  it,  that 
unless  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  supreme  government  to  deliver  over 
this  valuable  part  of  the  British  pc  sessions 
to  a  power  which,  from  its  HJtuation,  we 
should  be  so  jealous  of.  no  e(fort  nor  attack 
will  induce  me  to  open  the  gates  to  its 
troops;  and  however  moderate  I  wish  to  be 
if  the  aggression  on  the  part  of  the  M\  so- 
reans  should  continue,  I  may  probably  be 
induced  in  my  own  defence  to  repel  it. 

It  appears  to  be  of  the  utmost  consequence 
that  you  should  forward  by  etprc^V  this  let- 
ter to  his  excel leucy  Lord  Minto,  and  com^ 
municatc  to  me.  more  folly  than  you  have 
hitherto  dune,  what  the  intentions  of  govern- 
ment are. 

I  have,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)     J.  Bell, 
Lieutenant  colonel,  commanding. 

Translation  of  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  Bell, 
commanding  Seringapatam,  to  Purniah. 

(After  the  usual  compliments.) 
I  have  heard  with  surprise,  and  it  has 
occasioned  me  much  concern,  that  you 
omitted  to.  perform  certain  articles  of  the 
treaty  that  was  concluded  some  time  ago 
between  his  Higness  the  Rajah  of  Mysore 
and  the  honourable  East  India  Company,  by 
pr<?venting  provisions  fiom  passing  on  the 
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British  garrisoo,  by  dotug  wkich  you  have 
acted  contrary  to  the  agreement  with  the 
English  government,  and  have  forsaken  its 
friendship. 

It  will  be  well  if  you  take  this  subject  into 
your  consideration,  and  quickly  make  pro- 
per  arrangements  to  prevent  a  continuance 
of  those  proceedings,  but  if  not,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  you  will  incur  the  displeasure 
of  the  British  government. 
A  true  translate, 

(Signed}  A.  H.Coie^ 

Ist  Assistant  in  charge. 

Here  follow  several  letters  interchanged 
between  Colonel  Davies,  and  Colonel  Gibbs, 
respectinff  tlie  march  of  troops  from  Banga- 
lore to  Mysore. 

Appointments   supplying  the    vacancies* 
occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  company's 
oflicers. 
To  Lieutenant>Colonel  Davis,  commanding 

in  Mysore. 

Seringapatam,  8th  August,  1809. 
Sir, 

As  I  continue  in  the  determination  ex- 
pressed in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  6th  in- 
stant of  not  surrendering  this  fort,  what- 
ever attacks  may  be  made  npon  it ;  and  as 
1  have  *within  these  two  days  received  a 
report  of  an  accession  of  European  troops 
to  the  forces  likely  to  move  againat 
this  place,  I  find  myself^  under  the  neces- 
sity of  securing  the  Island  against  any  pos- 
sible surprise  by  cutting  the  bridges  on  the 
Cavery,  which  it  is  now  my  intention 
tb  do.  But  as  the  superintending  engineer 
has  given  his  opinion,  that  after  cutting 
bridges  of  that  construction,  in  the  present 
,  state  of  the  river,  there  is  scarce  a  {>ossi- 
*  bility  that  they  should  stand,  unwilling  to 
involve  our  governmentt  as  that  of  Mysore, 
into  unnecessary  expense,  I  have  deemed  it 
£t  to  make  you  thia  statement,  that  you  may 
avert  the  calamity  arising  from  the  destruc- 
tion of  those  edifices,  by  pledging  yourself, 
as  well  as  Mr  Cole,  the  acting  resident, 
ahd  Purniah  Behauder,  the  Mysore  Dewan, 
on  youi^orrls  of  honour,  that  until  an  an- 
swer is  received  from  the  right  honourable 
lord  Minto,  governor-general,  to  my  letter 
to  you  abuvementioned,  no  force  shall' 
attempt  to  pau  on  the  inland,  or  by 
their  approach  to  those  avenues  cause  any 
alarm  to  the  garrison ;  th^it  also  until  that 
time  the  sepoys  of  the  ^veral  guards  at 
Mysore,  &c  belonging  to  the  corps  here 
.  shall  not  be  tampered  with,  or  any  further 
measure  taken  to  prevent  their  joining, 
if  they  ch(H>se  it. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be^  8(c.&.c,  &c. 
(Signed) 
J.Bell,  Lieut.-col.  senior  officer. 
fCopy.) 
Fort  St.  George,  14ih  August,  1811. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council  to    acknowledge  the 


receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th,   with 
enclosures  from  1  to  2.  * 

It  i^ill  be  desirable,  that  in  the  event  of 
your  not  being  able  to  take  the  command  of 
the  Bangalore  force  in  person,  you  should 
give  the  most  positive  iftstructionfl  t» 
lieutenant-colonel  Gibbs  to  use  every  poe* 
sible  exertion  to  intercept  the  corps  now  on 
their  march  from  Chittledroog,  and  to 
prevent  them  either  forming  a  juncdoo 
with  the  muti nous  garrismi  of  SeringapataBi, 
or  returning  to  Chittledroog.    ^ 

Should  the  officers  of  these  corps  be 
infatuated,  or  so  far  lost  to  all  sense  of  their 
duty  to  their  King  and  Country  as  to  at^ 
tempt  to  offer  resistance  to  his  Majesty's 
or  the  honourable  company's  arms,  you 
will  not  hesitate  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  may  be  necessary  to  reduce  them  t« 
immediate  obedience,  and  compel  them 
to  accept  the  alternative  of  surrenderiaf 
at  discretion,  or  meeting  on  the  spot  the 
fate  of  rebels  and  traitors. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  8cc.  &e. 
(Si^ed)  A.  Falcowar  ,  Chief  Sec.  to  Gort. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Davis. 

A  letter  is  introduce<d  here  from  AT r.  CoV, 
to  the  Secretary  to  government,  but  the  coo- 
tents  of  it  being  generally  repeated  in  the 
subsequent  letter,  it  is  omitted. 

To  Alexander  Falconar,  Esq.  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  government. 

Sir,  Fort  St.Georg^. 

I.  I  have  the  honour  to  communicate 
that  the  Bangalore  force  will  encamp  this 
day  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Island; 
and  as  the  Chittledroog  relief  cannot  be 
expected  for  two  days  by  the  mutineers, 
their  junction  with  the  fort  will  be,  I  tiust, 
foiled. 

2.  No  report  is  made  to  meto-day  of  thecon. 
sequences  of  Buckshee  Ram  Bow*s  meeting 
with  the  Chittledroog  party,  but  I  hope 
to  give  a  better  account  of  his  proceedings 
to-morrow. 

3.  A  guard  is  placed  in  the  fort  over  the 
Rajah's  private  property,  as  welt  as  the 
Dewan's ;  and  I  greatly  fear  the  deposits  of 
his  hiehness  and  minister  amount  to  a  very 
considerable  sum  General  Wellesley, 
formerly  leflecting  on  the  superiority  of 
Seringapatam  fort  over  that  of  Mysore, 
had  recommended  all  the  valuables  of  this 
court  to  be  placed  there.  He,  however,  j 
little  knew  that  they  would  become  the 
prey  of  a  lawfess  banditti;  that  the  very 
means  taken  to  effect  their  security  would 
eventually  prove  their  ruin. 

-}.  I'he  Dewan,  1  am  persuaded,  expc* 
rienced  only  a  momentary  annoyance  on 
the  subject ;  for  his  zeal  and  feeling  for 
the  British  cause  are  not  to  be  anected 
by  any  probable  events.  * 

5.    The    lengths    to    which  our  enemy    i 
were  preparcded^((gi|C^  matters    will    be 
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arther  made  evident  ;when  I  inform  the 
ionourable  the  governor  in  council,  chat 

confidential  Parsee  servant  uf  the  late 
lajati  ot  Coorg,  named  Byranjee,  having 
leen  intercepted  and  brought  hither,  on 
it  route  to  Mercaia,  by  our  horse  this  day, 
afomujthat  he  was  desired  by  che  principal 
gitators  of  evir  in  the  fort  to  take  a  letter 
0  the  Coorg  Ranee,  with  an  offer  of  friend- 
hip  to  her  Highness,  iccompanied  by  a  re- 
[uest  that  she  would  facilitate  the  progress 
tiiuugh  her  dominions  of  a  mutinous  corps 
in  its  march  from  Canouore,  and  destined 
o  support  the  berou  of  Seriogapatam. 

Considering,  however,  that  this  man 
night  probably  betray  their  secret  to  me, 
hey  did  not  afterwards  employ  him  on 
heir  important  mission. 

HaviDg  reason  iq  put  confidence  in  By- 
anjee  Parsee,  I  reiterated  my  request 
hrougb  him  verbally,  and  by  letter  to  the 
loorg  government,  that  no  Sepoy  battalion 
«  permitted  to  pass  through  his  highnesses 
ountry  on  any  errand;  in  fact,  1  have 
Dforaied  the  present  minister  that  the 
ight  honourable  the  goveiiior-general  in 
ouiicil  expects  this  mark  of  friendship 
rom  bim,  and  will  be  highly  disappointed 
hould  his  wishes  be  unattended  to. 

The  rel>ort  of  this  day  is,  that  the  appear* 
ince  of  the  force  under  colonel  Gibos  is 
0  be  the  signal  for  the  demolition  of  the 
irid^es  of  the  Island. 

The  destruction  of  these  edifices  appears 

0  my  judgment  to  be  rather  a  desirable 
)bject,  ant  may  be  the  means  of  rendering 

1  portion  of  our  cavalrv  available  in  the 
iveiit  of  no  outwarn  foe  oeing  expected. 

I  believe  in  a  former  dispatch  I  have 
"xaggerated  the  number  of  Europeans  in  the 
brt  of  seringapatam ;  they  axe,  however, 

fear,  still  sumciently  numerous,  in  our 
iresent  total  non- equipment  of  guns,  to 
told  possession  of  the  garrison  until  we 
»ecome  provided  with  means  to  carry  on  a 
ieg;e. 

The  officer  deputed  to  select  horses  at 
^Hosepett  has  informed  Colonel  Davis,  th^t 
he  required  uumber  {\i50]  have  been  chosen, 
Lnd  dispatched  by  him  to  the  presidency, 
vhere  I  liope  they  will  meet  th£  purposes 
or  which  they  are  designed. 

I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  enclose  the 
ranslation  of  another  letter  from  Colonel 
aell  to  the  Dewan,  with  his  reply.  The 
me  is  insidious  as  the  other  is  honour- 
ible ;  and  I  hope  to  find  Poorniah  ever  true 
o  the  latter  feeling  in  his  engagements  with 
;he  British  government, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  3cc. 
(Signed)  A.  H.  Cole, 

1st  Assist,  in  charge. 

Mysore,  10th  August,  1809. 
Translate   of    a    letter    from  colonel  Bell, 

without  date  tp  Poorniah,  the  Dewan  of 

•Mysore. 

(After  compliments.^ 

I  have  received  your  letter,  and  understand 


Its  contents.  It  appetrt  that  yon  have 
ordered  European  omcert  and  sepoys,  who 
may  pass  on  leave  to  visit  their  families,  to 
be  apprehended.  I  am  given  to  under, 
stand  that  this  order  is  rigidly  enforced 
without  having  the  fear  of  God  before 
your  eyes,  and  in  the  face  of  your  engage- 
menu  with  the  company.  It  is  perfectly 
well  )uiown  that  you  are  doing  great  in- 
juiy  to  the  company,  and  I  have,  in  conse« 
quence,  imprisoned  all  the  persons  of  your 
Circar  now  within  the  fort,  until  instruc- 
tions are  received  from  the  right  honourable 
the  governor-general  of  Bengal.  If  in  fu- 
ture, during  this  bminess,  you  conduct 
yourself  well,  we  shall  behave  in  like 
manner,  I  have  also  given  orders  to  prevent 
your  thmgs,  and  those  belonging  to  his 
Highness  the  Rajah,  from  being  removed 
out  of  the  fort ;  and  if  you  ag^ain  stop  pro. 
visions  and  necessaries  required  for  the 
people  of  this  garrison,  all  your  disposable 
articles  will  be  taken  possession  of  and  an 
account  rendered  of  the  same. 
What  more ! 

(A  true  translation.) 
(Signed)  J.  Sulxvan, 

Assist.  Resident. 

Translate  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  Bell  from 
the  Dewan  of    Mysore,  without  date. 

(After  compliments.) 
I  have  received  your  letter,  which  states 
as  follows,  (here  Colonel  Bell's  letter  is 
reciteil)  to  which  I  reply,  I  am  not  em- 
powered, neither  do  I  ever  act  of  iny  own 
accord.  When  his  highness  the  Ra)ah*s 
government  was  established,  the  right  ho- 
nourable the  governor-general  was  pleased 
to  appoint  a  resident  to  this  Circar,  with 
full  powers,  and  my  conduct  and  actions 
are  always  governed  oy  his  dire  ttions.  No 
Sirdars  have  ever  corresponded  with  me 
before  this  time ;  neither  have  I  of  myself 
held  any  oorr^ponJence  with  them,  nor 
have  I  ever  failed  in  my  engagements  with' 
the  company . 

The  house,  servants,  &c.  belonging 
to  his  highness  the  Rajah  and  myself, 
were  placed  in  the  fort  of  Serfngapaum 
by  the  advice  of  the  governor-general 
and  of  general  Wellesley.  Colonel  Davis 
is  now  in  the  place  of  that  officer,  and  Mr. 
Cole  is  in  the  place  of  the  resident,  therefore, 
whatever  orders  they  give  me  I  consider  as 
coming  from  the  governor-general.  I  have 
informed  them  of  what  you  have  vrritten 
to  me.  Until  this  moment  I  have  never 
received  any  orders  from  the  government 
differing  from  each  other.  I  have  always 
considered  the  resident's  orders  as  one  and 
the  same  with  the  government,  and  I  con- 
tinue in  the  same  opinion.  The  Rajah's 
property  and  mine  is  the  same  as  the 
governor  general's,  who  is  the  preserver 
of  us. both.  I  have  never  done  any  thing 
contrary  to  my  engagements,  neither  wil 
1  ever  in  future.    Lee  what  will  happen. 
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Ihall  always  continue  faithful  and   unalte* 
rable  in  my  engagements  to  the  company. 
(A  true  translation.) 
(Signed)  J.  ^uuvan, 

Assist.  Resident. 
(Tcue  Copies.) 

^Signed)      A.  Fa  icon  ar^ 

Chief  Sec.  to  Gov. 
Enclosure,  No  29. 
To  Alexander  Fafconar,  Esq.  Chief  Secretary 
to  government. 

t^ir,  Fort  St.  George. 

l.~Ram  Rao's  party  met  the  Chittledroog 
\)attalions  .about  thirty-five  miles  from  the 
object  of  their  march. 

2. — The  officer  in  command  sent  to 
tay  he  wished  to  have  a  conference ;  Ram 
Rao  accordingly  attended  upon  him,  and 
informed  him  tnat  he  had  received  Orders 
from  his  government  to  prevent  the  detach- 
ment from  advancing  upon  the  fort  of 
Seringapatam  ;  the  omcer  captain  Mack- 
intosh  I  believe,  of  the  8th  infantry, 
replied,  that  he  might  do  as  he  liked, 
but  for  his  part  he  was  determined  not  to 
draw  his  sword,  or  to  act  in  an  offensive 
manner ;  this  staggered  Ram  Rao  a  good 
deal,  and  he  sent  to  me  Cor  orders. 

3. — I  accordingly  directed  he  should  in- 
.form  the  officer,  that  it  was  my  express 
order,  and  that  of  colonel  Davi«,  that  every 
means  should  be  used  by  the  Nlysore  horse 
and  Peons  to  prevent  a  }unction  of  the  de- 
tachment with  the  fort;  and  I  forwarded 
to  Ram  Rao  the  accompanying  paper, 
to  be  shewn  to  the  officer  in  command,  to- 
gether with  several  copies  of  translations 
of  the  general  orders  of  the  3d  instant, 
to  be  distributed  among  the  Native  officers 
and  Sepoys. 

4. — If  therefore  the  detachments  from  Ckit- 
tledroog  are  obstinate  on  pushing  forward, 
an  action  must  take  place  ;  and  though 
,Ram  Rao  may  r^ot  be  able  to  beat  off  the 
pa^y,  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  so  detain  them 
thdi  the  arrival  of  rhe  Bangalore  force  will 
quickly  ensure  their  submission. 

5  — The  bridges  I  understand,  on  each 
tide  of  the  Lland,  have  been  broken  up 
by  colonel  BeHin  the  centre,  andamoveatile 
platform  thrown  over  each  conduit,  to  im- 
press upon  our  minds  the  idea  that  he  fears 
an  attack  upi>a  the  fort,  for  with  his  com- 
mand'of  artillery  over  both  brid:;es  no  ac- 
(  tempt  could  succeed  by  the  route  of  either. 
6.-^1  regret  to  say  that  colonel  Gibbs  has 
great  appreheo  ions  of  the  fi  ielity  of  the 
Native  corps  in  his  detachment ;  I  trust, 
however,  that  this  proceeds  only  from  a 
temporary  feeling  of  annoyance  at  their 
recent  separation  from  their  officers 

7 •!  have  the  honour  to    enclose  an 

intercepted    letter,    in  cyphers,  whi(;h  was 
defTvered  to  a  king's  officer,  doing  duty  with 
the  5th   Native  cavalry,  on   the  march  of 
that  corps  from  Bangalore. 
$«^The  maa  upon  whom   it  was  found 


said  he  was  directed  to  give  it  to  captsta 
Smith,  of  the  ^h  Native  Cavalrv,  or  to 
Mr.Blackestone  of  the  engineers,  and  that  he 
had  received  it  from  lieutenant  Maclumosh, 
of  the  artillery  at  Seringapatam. 

9. — ^These  circumstances  may  lead  to  a  di^ 
covery  of  the  key  to  this  c^her,  which  I  am 
unable  to  master. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

(Signed)         A  H   Cole, 

1st  Assist,  in  charge. 
Mysore,  August  11th,  18C9. 

To  Captains  As^il  and  Mackintosh,  or  senior 
officers  in  charge  of  the  battalions  ad- 
vam  jug  from  Chiitledroog. 
Ram  Rao,  the  bearer  of  this,  has  the 
orders  of  lieutenant-colonel  Davis,  the  officer 
coraman^ling  the  Mysore  division,  and  the 
honourable  Mr.  Cole,  the  acting  resident 
in  Mysore,  to  inform  the  officers  command- 
ing the  battalions  advancing  from  Chic- 
tlerJroog,  that  they  will  not  be  permitted 
to  move  one  step  farther  with  the  troops  ; 
that  they  must  either  sign  tiie  pledge, 
obey  the  orders  of  the  government  of  Fort 
St  George,  or  accept  the  alternative,  as 
directed  by  the  general  order  published  br 
the  honourable  the  goveri<or  in  counciJ, 
under  date  the  26th  July;  and  that  any 
attempt  which  may  be  made  by  them  to 
march  on  will  be  resisted  by  the  troops  tin- 
der the  command  of  Ram  Rao,  and  by  the 
force  from  Bangalore,  under  the  orders  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Gibbs,  which  is  now  en* 
camped  in  the  vicinity  of  Seringapatam. 

Ram  Rao  i.s  further  directed  by  lieu- 
tenant -colonel  Davis,  and  by  the  honourable 
Mr.  Cole,  to  acquaint  the  officers  command- 
ing the  battalions,  that  in  the  event  of  their 
refusing  to  sign  the  pled>;e.  and  consenting 
to  accept  :hc  alternative  off<fred  by  the  ho- 
nour<ible  the  governor  in  council  in  the  ge- 
neral ordeis  above-mentioned,  ihe  whole  of 
the  officers  will  ini mediately  srpa.aic  from 
their  nirii,  and  repair  without  delay  to  My- 
sore, for  the  purpose  of  being  peiroitted  to 
march  ro  the  sea-co*»st,  in  confoimiiy  to  the 
orders  of  government ;  the  men  are  to  re- 
main on  (heir  present  ground,  until  further 
arrangements  shall  be  ni^de.  R;)m  Rao  is 
ptsi/ivefy  directs  J  by  the  authorities  above- 
named  to  prevent,  at  any  risk,  the  further 
advance  of  the  battalions  in  the  event  of  their 
m^tking  any  attempt  to  march  on,  after  the 
officers  shall  have  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  directions  herein  contained.  - 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals, 
(Signed)        A.  H.Cole, 

1  St  asistant  in  charge. 
H.  Davis, 
Lieutwx>l.  com.  Mysore. 
Here  fucceeds  a  correspondence,  expres- 
sive of  suspicion  of  the  loyalty  of  certain 
Native  troops  attached  to  colonel  Gibbs's  cooa- 
mand. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 
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To  A.  Falconar,  Esq. 

Sir,— 1  have  ihe  honour  w  rcj^ort,  for  the 
informatton  of  government,  that  an  officer 
is  this  moment  arrived  from  coioncl  Gibb^'s 
C4mp,  to  report  that  an  action  loOk  place  this 
chvf  about  twelve  o'clock,  between  the  25th 
dra;»oons,  aided  by  the  Mysore  horse,  ^c. 
and  the  Chittfedroog  detachment ;  the  latter 
were  completely  routed,  and  rnany  of  them 
killed.  The  panicuiars  of  this  affair  lam 
unacquainted  with,  but  my  dispatch  of  to- 
norrow  sh^ll  detail  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)        A.  H.  Cole, 
Mysore,  1st  assistant  in  charge. 

lnhApgust,  10  P.M. 

N.  B.  The  affair  took  place  within  a  co$« 
of  the  fort  of  Seringapatani ;  colonel  Davis 
will  have  the  honour  to  address  government 
to  morrow. 

,  Camp  near  Seringapatam, 
iith  Aug.  1809. 

Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that 
at  about  eleven  o'clock  this  morning  I  heard 
some  firing  towards  the  Chittledroog  road,  and 
instantly  dispatched  a  patrol  of  dragoons  to 
learn  the  cauw ;  having  received  information 
from  the  resident  that  the  Sitlidar  horse  would 
give  timely  information,  I  was  easy,  although 
ready  to  turn  out  almost  immediately.  Three 
of  his  highness  the  Rajah*s  Stllidar  horse  came 
to  report  that  a  force  from  Chittledroog  was 
advancing.  Just  at  the  same  time  a  letter  from 
the  officers  in  Seringapatam  was  sent  to  me, 
desiring  a  conference,  but  of  which  I  took 
no  notice ;  this  letter  lieutenant  Dick  of  the 
80th  regiment  will  deliver  to  you  ;  he  hsnd- 
aomely  volunteered  his  service  with  ihe59fh 
rcgimrnt. 

I  ordetrd  the  line  to  turn  out,  which  was 
done- with  the  utmost  expedition,  the  S^po)^s 
joining  the  EUiropeatis  with  the  gre<rre$t  alacri. 
ty.  I  formed  the  advance,  consisting  ofa  squa- 
dron of  light  dragoons,  the  light  inbntry  com- 
pany of  the  59th  regiment,  and  one  galloper, 
under  the  command  of  major  Cardin.  1  left 
lieutenant-colonel  Adams  to  bring  up  tl^e  re- 
mainder, which  he  did  as  soon  as  it  w?s  possi- 
ble, considering  the  nature  of  the  ground.  The 
difficulties  the  troop  had  to  encounter  through 
paddy-firlds  and  deep  morasses  made  this  a 
very  difficult  task,  but  the  troops  surpassed 
every  obstacle,  and  joined  in  the  pursuit.  See- 
ing these  unfortunately  infatuated  people  flying 
in  confusion,  h^rd  pressed  by  the  oillidar  horse, 
I  desired  major  Cardin,  if  jx^'^Mhle,  to  overtake 
them  by  a  circuitous  wn  ,  -(n  we  could  not 
cross  the  Nuller  in  our  'r  i,*,  <ind  to  spare  the 
effil^ion  of  blood.  I  wi\li  -!  a  white  11  ig  to  be 
sent  them  by  an  officer,  which  lieutenant  Jrlf- 
erics  of  the  25th  light  dragoons  most  hand- 
Mxncly  volunteered  taking,  as  my  brigade  ma- 
j  )r,  captaiii  Campbell  59th,  had  been  dis- 
pa*ched  with  orders  to  another  part  of  the 
field.  As  major  Cardin,  with  two  squadrons 
of  the  25th  dragoons  and  one  gun  approached 
ihc  rear  of  their  column,  lieutenant  JeflFcries 
advanced  with  a  white  flag ;  the  icpoys  aala- 


med,  but  an  Europcart  officer  ordered  them 
to  tire  ;  the  Sillidar  horse  gallantly  rushed  m 
to  his  rescue.  Having  mj^ic  the  necessary 
arrangements  to  prevent  any  interruption  from 
Seringapatam,  I  advanced  with  the  flank  com- 
panies of  the  59ih  towards  Wcbb*$  monu- 
ment, but  could  not,  with  our  utmost  exer- 
tions ;  head  or  evci)  come  up  with  these  Ut- 
talions  but  from  the  hard  pressure  on  them 
by  the  light  dragoons  and  Stllidar  horse, 
(which  latter  took  fiom  tlicm  two  guns,  and 
both  colours  from  one  battalion)  1  have  every 
reason  to  think  that  very  few  reached  the 
fort.  During  these  transactions  the  troops 
from  the  fort  had  marched  to  attack  our  camp, 
for  the  protection  of  which  I  had  left  the 
piquets,  quarter-guards,  and  the  5th  Native 
cavalry,  with  one  gun,  under  the  command 
of  captain  Bean.  The  force  from  the  fort 
was,  I  understand,  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Munro,  with  two  companies 
of  anillery  and  ten  guns,  under  maj  ^  Freese  ; 
they  immediately  retired  when  fired  upon  by 
captain  Bean,  who  then  detached  the  5(h  ca- 
valry to  the  support  of  the  infantry,  posted 
in  front  of  the  brid^^e,  witha  village  on  their 
right,  on  which  point  this  force  was  immedi- 
ately marching. 

The  prisoners  t^en  report  that  their  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  considerable  ;  as  far 
as  I  could  judge  I  estimate  the  killed  at  ooe 
hundred  and  fifty ;  on  our  side,  I  am  happy  to 
say  not  a  man  was  hurt,  with  the  exception 
of^  lieutenant  JefFeries  slightly  wounded ;  one 
horse  of  the  a5th  killed,  and  one  wounded. 
The  casualties  in  the  Sillidar  horse  have  not 
yet  been  reported  to  me,  but  I  believe  they 
arc  very  trifling. 

During  these  operations  the  fort  fired  ae- 
veiai  shots  of  large  calibre. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

S.'GlBBS, 

Lietlt.rcol.  command. 
Field  detachment. 
To  the  chief  secretary  to  government. 

Camp  near  Seringapatam, 
12th  Aug.  loco. 
Sir,-^I  had  the  honour  yesterday  of^ trans* 
mitting  to  you  a  ropy  of  my  report  to  liea- 
lenant-colonel  Davis  commanding  the  divi- 
sion* detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  de- 
tachment luider  my  command,  and  I  am  now 
to  acquainryou,  for  the  information  of  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council,  that 
soon  after  12  o'clock  last  night  a  heavy  can- 
nonade and  bombardment  were  commerKed 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Lol  Baugh, 
in  the  island  of  Seringapatam,  but  with  no 
other  effect  than  the  loss  10  us  of  1  grass-cut- 
ter of  the  5th  cavalry,  and  four  horses  of 
the  25th  dragoons  killed;  some  followerii 
and  a  few  cattle  wounded. 

1  have  the  honour  to  foe.  Sir, 
Your  roost  obedient  servant, 
•(Signed)        S.  GiBBS, 
Lieut.-col .  command. 
Field  detachment. 
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To  bit  excellency  the  right  honourable  G. 

lord  Minto,  govemor-generaU  &c.  &c« 
My  Lord,  Fort  Si  George. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  compunction  that  I 
address  your  lordship  out  of  the  usual  channel, 
an  expedient  I  never  would  have  recourse  to 
were  I  not  directed  to  it  by  the  moM  imperious 
circumstances. 

I  have  used  every  endeavour  to  obtain  colo- 
nel Davis's  confidence,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
honourable  Mr.  Cole,  acting  resident,  but  to 
no  purpose,  in  order  to  learn  what  are  the  real 
intentions  of  government  in  regard  to  this 
place . 

After  having  for  several  days  observed  pre- 
parations of  an  nostile  nature  round  this  place, 
and  having  been  given  to  understand  from  va« 
rious  quaners  that  the  whole  of  the  Mysore 
forces  and  resources  were  about  to  be  employ- 
ed to  reduce  this  fortress^  without  being  able 
to  ascertain  the  authority  for  such  measures  fur- 
ther ih^  that  they  were  encouraged  and  sup- 
ported by  the  acting  resident,  and  by  the  of* 
nccr  commanding  the  forces  in  Mysore,  I  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  lieutenam-colonel  Davis  on 
the  subject,  and  ipihat  letter  I  communicated 
roy  determination  to  resist  whatever  force 
miKht  appear  before  this  place  until  I  was  sa- 
tisfied that  the  breach  ot  the  Mysore  treaty 
had  the  approbation  of  the  supreme  govero- 
mcni. 

Colonel  Davis  has  not  deigned  to  reply  to 
my  letter.  I  likewise  wrote  to  the  Dewan  of 
Mysore,  warning  him  of  the  consequences  of 
the  conduct  he  was  induced  to  pursue,  in  or- 
der to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  spilling  of 
blood,  but  his  answer  was  far  from  satisfac- 
tory. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  in  my  letter 
of  the  81  h  instant  to  lieutenant<olonel  Davis  a 
further  endeavour  to  prevent  mischief*  by  in- 
forming that  officer  of  my  intention,  in  the 
event  of  an  European  force  co-operating 
with  the  troops  of  theDewan  against  this  place, 
to  cut  the  bridges  over  the  river,  a  measure 
which  might  occasion  the  total  destruction  of 
thasc  edifices. 

Copies  of  all  these  letten  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  forward  for  your  excellency's  con- 
sideration, together  with  one  to  Mr.  Smith  the 
paymaster,  which  be  has  not  replied  to,  and 
another  to  the  DeWan  of  Mysore,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  great  nuinber  of  small  guards,  afid 
other  detatcbed  parties  of  Native  troops,  ha- 
ving  been  seized,  disarmed,  and  confined  by 
his  orders.  ' 

I  therefore  trust  your  excellency  will  honour 
me  with  your  commands,  and  instruct  nu:  in 
the  line  ot  conduct  I  am  ro  pursue  in  this  dif- 
ficult part,  so  as  not  to  endanger  the  country, 
or  to  commit  the  character  of  the  British 
arrov. 
I  have  the  hoiK>ur  to  be,  my  lord, 
Your  lordship's  most  obedient, 
and  humble  servant, 

(Sigiied)       J.Bell, 
Lieut.-col.  senior  officer. 
Seringapatam, 
9th  August,  i8o9« 


loth  Atigusf,  P.  M. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  ab«jvc  an  encamp* 
ment  has  been  rt>rroed  to  the  north-east  of  this 
place  at  the  distance  of  about  2§  miles.  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  what  force  ic 
is,  but  suppose  it  ro  be  the.  European  corps 
from  Bangalore.  Every  thing  here  is  in  rea- 
diness for  the  defence  I  am  determined  to 
make,  until  1  receive  your  excellaicy's  in- 
structions. 

(Signed)        J.  B. 

A  report  of  colonel  Davis  of  the  attack  of 
the  Chittledroog  battalions  to  the  effect  of 
the  letter  from  colonel  Gibbs. 

To  Alexander  Falcorar,  Esq.  Chief 
secretary  to  government. 
Camp  near  Regav»ah*8  choultry, 

August  13th,  1809, 
Sir, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  any  accurate 
information  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Chit- 
tledroog battalions  since  mv  dispatch  of  yester- 
day, but  I  have  reason  to  beiicve  from  a  re- 
port which  has  just  reached  me,  that  the  gar- 
rison have  received  an  accession  of  strength  to 
the  amount  of  about  five  hundred  men.  The 
whole  of  the  European  officers,  with  the  ex* 
ceprion  of  captain  Mxkintosh,  were  sticcess- 
ful  in  making  iheir  escape  into  the  Cbrt,  and  I 
understand  that  lieutenant  Best,  of  the  lu  bat- 
talion 8th  regiment,  expired  last  night  of  his 
wounds. 

I  calculate  that  nearly  one  half  of  the  force 
which  originally  advanced  from  Chittledroog 
have  been  either  killed,  wounded,  or  taken 
prisoners. 

2.— The  honourable  the  govemor-in-ccun- 
cil  will  determine  what  line  of  conduct  shall 
be  eventually  pursued  towards  captain  Mack- 
intosh, who  is  now  wounded,  and  a  prisoner 
on  his  parole  at  Mysore. 

3. — Since  my  dispatch  of  yesterday,  which 
was  written  the  instant  I  arrived  in  camp,  I 
have  had  a  particular  conversation  with  lieuter 
nant-colonel  Gibbs  as  'o  the  feeling  which  in 
his  opinion  pervades  the  Native  corps  forming 
a  part  of  this  force. 

4.*— I  perform  a  painful,  though  necessary 
duty  in  acquainting  the  hotu>uiable  the  go- 
vernor-in-council,  that  from  the  information 
with  which  colonel  Gibbs  has  furnished  me,  I 
think  there  exists  ^rcat  reason  to  question  the  ~ 
part  which  they  would  take  in  the  event  of  my  * 
being  compelled  to  lead  them  against  any  dis- 
affected corps. 

5. — Colonel  Gibbs  has  reported  that  when 
the  tioops  were  preparing  to  advance  in  support 
of  the  Mysore  horse  on  the  nth,  a  jemidarof 
the  1st  baitahon  of  the  3d  was  deputed  by  the 
officers  of  iih  cor^s  to  inform  the  colonel  that 
they  were  determined  not  to  fire  against  the 
Chittledroog  battalions ;  a  report  nearly  simi- 
lar in  nature  has  been  made  to  me  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  5th  cavalry.  I  do  not  see  any  im- 
mediate reason  to  question  their  allegiance  to 
government,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  inrorm  the 
honourable  the  govemoi^iD-council  that   1 
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cannot  place  that  degree  of  confidence  in  them 
which  ts  80  necessary  to  ensure  aiy  advantage 
from  their  service. 

6. — Enclosed  I  do  myself  the  honour  to 
trai^mit  copy  of  a  letter  froni  capiam  Lucas 
of  the  3d  regiment  commanding  at  Bidnore, 
by  which  the  honourable  ibc  governor-ln- 
coUDCiI  will  prrccrive,  thai  thou|^h  the  officers 
of  :hat  station  have  refused  to  sign  the  requi- 
red pledge,  yet  they  have  done  so  in  a  manner 
ihe  least  reprehensible. 

7. — I  have  great  satisfaction  in  transmitting 
with  ihi^,  copv  of  a  letter  from  captain  Pur- 
chase of  the  ft5ih  Native  infantry,  by  which 
the  honourable  the  governor- io'^ouncil  wiU 
perceive  that  th«  most  commendable  feelings 
actuate  the  mind  of  captain  Purchase  at  this 
unhappy  pciiod. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 
(Signed)        H.Davis, 
Licat.  col.  comm.  Mysore. 
To  Alexand«'r  Falconar,  Esquire, 
Camp  near  Re'gaviah  choultry, 

August  i4ih,  iSo'^. 
Sir, 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  affair  of  the 
lith,  lieutenant-colonel  Gibbs  received  a 
letter  from  the  officers  in  garrison  of  Sermga* 
pacam*  soliciting  a  confcrrnce,  which  that  of- 
ficer ac  the  tin^c  very  properly  declined  noti- 
cing. 

sd  —Having  maturely  considered  the  state 
of  affairs  in  tb^  garrison,  and  bein^  desirous 
to  prevent  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  and 
to  avert  the  rmny  horrid  consequences  which 
I  apprehend  might  ensue  from  a  con- 
tinuation of  our  existing  relations  with  that 
garrison,  I  determioed  to  avail  myself  of  the 
opening  which  the  officers  in  Seringnpatam 
had  made  by  their  letter  to  colonel  Gibbs,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  insight  into  their 
real  wishes  and  intentions- 

3.— With  this  view  I  yesterday  dispatched 
lieutenant  Grove  of  his  MaiesiyS  8oih  ifgi- 
mcnt,  to  the  fort,  under  a  ffig  of  truce,  and 
with  a  letter,  informing  the  olHcers  that  I  was 
willing  to  acquiesce  in  the  desire,  which  they 
had  expressed  Tor  a  conftrence.  The  enclosed 
report  will  inform  the  honourable  the  go- 
vemor-in-council  of  the  transactions  which 
occurred  during  that  officer's  stay  in  the  gar- 
rison. 

^  4- — The  letter.  I  found  was  answered  by 
licutenant-coloriel  Bell,  who  informed  me 
that  two  officers  would  be  deputed  from  the 
fort  to  meet  any  two  whom  I  might  depute 
from  camp.  . 

5.— In  consequence  of  this  communication 
lieutenaor^coloncls  Gibbs  and  Adams  repaired 
this  inorning  by  my  desire  to  a  spot  within 
two  miles  of  the  camo;  they  wcic  there  met 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Mimro  and  by  captain 
dc  Havilland  from  the  fort  j  much  vague  con- 
versation passed  during  the  interview,  but  I 
do  DOC  thjiik  it  necessary  to  report  any  thing 


further  than  the  following  declaration  made 
by  the  officers  of  Seringapatam ;  that  it  was 
the  inflexible  determination  of  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Bell  to  surrender  the  fort  of  Seringapa- 
tam  on  the  order  of  Lord  Minto  onfyf  and 
that  when  that  ordei  was  received,  he  would 
most  willingly  make  it  over  to  any  one  who 
might  be  authorized  by  his  lord  hip  to  take 
charge  of  it ;  ail  the  officers  deny  that  the 
.fl<*g  of  truce  sent  in  by  lieutenant  Jeffries  was 
intentionally  fired  upon,  and  I  am  willing  for 
the  honour  of  the  British  character  to  give 
credit  to  their  assertions. 
6. — The  officers  from  the  fort  having  requi- 
red of  lieutenant-colonels  Gtbbs  and  Adams, 
whether  a  dispatch  from  the  garrison  to  lord 
Minto  would  be  permitted  to  pa6$  through  the 
camp,  the  lieutcnant<olonels  guaranteed  its 
safe  dispatch,  and  I  shall  have  the  honour  to 
forward  it  to  the  honourable  the  govemor-in- 
council  by  to-morr.^w's  po.<t. 

7.— I  have  also  ihe  hcKiour  to  forward  a 
statement,  drawn  ap  by  in  olFicer  belongiitg 
to  one  of  (he  Cbittleciroog  banaiions,  who  ia 
now  in  the  fort ;  this  statement  is  very  wide 
of  the  truth  in  some  respects,  and  I  think  the 
honourable  the  governor-in-council  will  b^  of 
opinion  that  it  contains  as  candid  a  confe^ston 
of  rebellion  and  evil  purposes  as-  ever  wjs 
perused.  > 

8.-— A  quarter-master- Serjeant  of  the  1^5  h 
Native  infantry  is  now  a  prisoner  in  cam^  ; 
from  him  I  learn  that  the  officers  never  in- 
formed the  sepoys  of  their  real  intention  ia 
marching  towards  Seringapatam  ;  they  delu- 
ded the  poor  wretches  by  giving  out  that  the 
company  wcreab<»ui  to  war  on  Poorniah,  and 
that  thev  were  advancing  for  the  purpose  of 
fighting  the  Mysore  troops. 

Captain  MackintDsh's  accounts  give  mc 
reason  to  believe  that  the  officers  in  the  garri- 
son of  Seringapaiam  were  not  tDoie  candid  to 
their  brethren,  for  they  cautiously  avoided 
giving  them  any  intimation  of  the  approach 
of  the  Bangalore  force,  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  which  would  most  pnibably  have  prevent- 
ed the  effusion  of  the  blood  which  was  spilt 
on  the  nth. 

9. — 1  he  honourible  the  governor-in-coun- 
cil may  tc  assured  that  nothing  which  my 
judgment,  aided  by  ihat  of  Mr.  Cole,  could 
sug)<est  has  been  omitted  to  ensure  protection 
to  the  interests  of  the  Mysore  state  in  these  ' 
times  of  ari?rchy  and  revolt. 

10 — It  is  my  intention  to  remain  encamp- 
ed  on  the  ground  which  I  at  present  occupy, 
until  further  instructions  reach  me  from  the 
honourable  the  governor-in-council. 

11. — The  g^jrrison  fire  many  limes  both 
dijnng  the  ni^ht  and  day.  I  cannot  speak 
with  any  certainty  what  object  this  hostility  is 
directed  to,  bur  I  apprehend  at  the  Mysore 
troops,  and  the  inhabitants  endeavouring  to 
quit  the  pettah. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 
H.  Davis,  liei^t.-col.  Mysore. 
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[Annexed  to  the  prcccdinj;  Ictttr  is  ihe  re- 
port of  ihc  oificer  braruig  ibc  flag  of 
trurc.]  • 

We,  the  officers  of  the  Isc  8th.  and  1st 
15th,  having  heard  that  a  gross  misrepresen- 
tatioa  v)f  jhe  affair  of  the  Hih  has  been  cir- 
culacfj,  on.etveit  proper  to  makearull 
stater'  nt  ot  facis. 

On  our  march  from  Chittle  iroog  to  tliis 
'  place  ve  tell  in  with  a  larpe  bndy  of  Po.>r. 
niah's  horse,  who  said  they  haJ  orders  to 
prevent  cmr  lurrher  progre&s  but  as  our  tlc- 
terminatiou  was  fixed  to  r*?ach  this  pi  jce, 
W*  told  thtrm  plainly  and  clearly  what  the 
crmsequence*  would  be  if  ihey  attempted  to 
stop  us;  they  assured  us  in  return  that  they 
did  not  wish  to  have  recourse  to  hostile 
measures*,  thoir  actions  too  showed  evidently 
tlvcy  did  not,  althougli  they  certainly  re- 
mained near  us  constantly.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  3d  day,  after  first  falling  in  with 
them,  ^aad  within  sight  of  Serinjjapa*a.T», 
]u3t  as  the  corps  had  passed  a  little  village 
beyond  the  Pench  rockn,  they  cut  in  upon 
our  baqg^ge,  and  wounJed  some  people, 
without  the  sttia'lcrt  provocation  on  our 
side  ;  upon  which  we  instantly  prepared  for 
our  own  defence,  and  to  get  into  Seringa-, 
patAm  ^*  soon  as  possible ;  from  this  time 
till  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  above  place, 
yte  were  constantly  fired  nponby  the  horse- 
men, which  of  course  was  returned.  We 
hal  now  f-'M>iy  favourable  prospect  of  reach- 
ing Serinsapatiim  without  much  loss  (ex- 
ceptinf  the  baggage,)  \vhenthe25th  dragoon* 
shewed  themselves  on  the  rising  ground; 
immediately  some  of  the  oflficers  were  seen 
to  join  a  large  body  of  horse  in  our  left, 
and  after  a  sh^^rt  conference,  gallopped  oflT 
to  their  own  regiment,  when  the  horse  and 
draeoons  immediately  poured  down  upon  our 
re^r.  Very  shortly  before  this  lieutenant 
"Walker  Jscld  out  a  white  flag,  and  approach- 
e  f  an  olliccr  o(  dragoonR,  who  seemed  to 
como  ft>rward  to  meet  him,  but  witJioul  any 
fla^  that  we  «ould  see;  however,  before 
they  C'n»l  I  ronie  .together,  the  dragoon  offi- 
cer made  orVaa  I  joined  the  party  of  the  cne- 
mv  in  t!ie  -ear,  consisting  of  Poorniah's 
h(>i>'-.  Jin  I  the  *25t\\  dragoons  when  thcv 
in'-ian*  v  o'^min^pnced  cutting  up  our  men, 
who  vrere  t>y  this  time  completely  exhausted 
wiih  tVtii^u/,  althouijh  they  still  kept  up  a 
light  fire  on  the  horse;  the  dragoons  were 
never  firid  upon  until  they  joined  the  horse, 
anti  wert'  in  tlieact  of  hostility. 

'Sijriud)         Charlks  a.  Walkf.f, 

L'f^nienuU  1st  battalion  8th  rc:;iment  N.  I. 
fTnif^  Copies.) 
A,  Falconar.  chief  secretary  to  j^«'vt. 
Seniig-'patam,  4th  August,  l6(t) 

Knclonure,  No   fJO  - 

Cnntains  a  report  <»f  general  Pater   on  1st 

An  mr.'to  the  government,   that  the  dtitiet- 

of  the  parrlscm  are  conducted  with  the  jjreat- 

csi  re^uUrity,  but  th»t  he  ascribes  this  to  the 


expectation  that  colonel  Malcolm's  eommnm- 
cations  will  prevent  any  rigorous  measures  oa 
the  part  of  government. 

Colonel  Wilkinson  to  government,  SSd  Au- 
gust, sugge^iing  the  expediency  of  examining 
all  traveller!*  for  letters. 

To  Alexander  Falconar,  Esq.  chief  secre- 
tary to  ^•ivcrnmenc 

'2'\  Auj^ust,  letter  from  the  officer  com- 
maiidlr.i:  in  the  ceded  districts,  enclosing  list 
of  t!)e  ouiccrs  who  have  signed  and  who  have 
declinetl  to  sign  the  lest. 

From  T.  Sydenham,  29  July,  enclosing 
letter  from  the  oflirers  of  the  Jaulna  Force, 
containing  a  'equest  that  their  address  to  the 
governor  in  council  may  be  withdrawn. 

From  colcmel  Wilkinson,  3d  August,  en- 
closing lieutenant  Cunningham's  rcsignatioo 
of  the  service. 

f  Confidential.) 
To  lieutenant  colooel  Barclay, 
Miliury  secretary 

Sir, 
1  have  thepainfulduty  to  report  to  you  for 
the  information  of  Sir  George  Barlow  that  I 
received  intcliigencc  last  night  of  the  ofli- 
cers  at  this  station  having  dispatched  letters 
in  the  course  of  the  day  to  colonel  Close, 
statin  e;  to  him  that  they  would  not  submit  to 
»ny  order  of  his  as  commanding  the  Subsi- 
diary force,  without  he  first  made  a  declara- 
tion o^  his  sentiments  ;  that  they  would  send 
out  a  deputation  to  meet  him,  and  that  it 
--would  depend  on  their  report  whether  or  not 
he  was  received.  In  consequence  of  this  in- 
telligence I  assembled  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  corps  this  morning,  and  reprobated 
their  condnct  in  strong  terms;  I  used  every 
argument  to  dissuade  them  from  it  in  vain, 
till  at  last  I  told  them  it  was  such  chat  I  would 
immediately  Te»ii^n  the  coimnand  of  the  force 
as  destitute  (»f  influence  and  authority,  and 
that  1  would  leave  them  to  disorder  and  con- 
fusion if  they  di^  not  recall  their  letter  to 
colonel  Close,  and  promise  to  receive  him 
with  the  respect  that  was  due  to  his  rank, 
talents,  and  personal  character,  lam  happy 
in  having  to  say  th.it  my  remonstrance  liad 
the  desired  effect,  and  the  officers  left  me 
promising  faithfully  to  compl,  with  my  de- 
sire. I  shall  not  enter  into  further  particulars 
oF  what  passed,  but  only  say,  I  acted  that 
part  which  my  conscience  and  duty  dictated, 
and  which  I  deemed  most  likely  to  support 
the  "luthority  of  governmenf. 

I  enclose  tor  .sir  G.orge  Barlow's  informa- 
tion the  ropv  of  a  p^ipcr  which  1  understand 
was  reccivfti  y  stcrday  from  Scringapatam,  aod 
circulated  ii:  this  foire. 

I  have  ihc  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Sjgned)        -G.  T.  Montresor. 

To  the  officers  of  the  Hydrabad  force. 

There  is  now  more  occasion  than   ever  to 

*»'»  u|>oo  your  guard,  heads  of  divisions  here 

ba/e  declf>red  to  heads  of  coip-,  that  it  is  the 

intention  of  govcrnoiem  to  evince;  the  answer 
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from  heads  of  corps  has  been  most  spirited, 
this  vou  may  rely  upon. 

\Vc  cannot  reconcile  the  asscnions  of  colo- 
nel Malcolm,  as  coniaincd  in  a  letter  of  dare 
the  9th,  received  here  from  Masulipatam, 
wiih  measures  government  have  taken  since 
his  report  must  have  been  received  at  Madras. 
Thatm  the  assembly  of  troops  attheniount 
we  are  assured  that  tbe  plan  of  bribing  has 
already  commenced  amongst  the  Native  troops. 
This  ought  more  and  more  to  determine  us ; 
and  sir  C  and  his  advisers  ou^ht  to  be  decla- 
red enemies  and  traitors  10  their  country. 

All  this  division  arc  ready  to  act. 

Seringpaiam,  ^ 

fi  1st  July,  1809. 

Officers  of  the  Hydralwd  force. 

Every  thing  appears  more  my%terious  daily, 
The  89th  from  tcylon,  and  561  h  from  Bom- 
bay, arc  expected  daily  at  Madras.  The 
royals  are  ordered  to  hold  thcmsc  Ivcx  in  rea- 
diness to  leave  Madras.  It  is  well  knovkrn 
I  hey  would  not  act  against  ui>)  except  Tiger 
Con  ran. 

The  king's  andcom^iany's  officers  at  Muttra 
have  not  only  agreed  to  stjpport  us,  but 
enrered  into  a  large  subscription  for  oar  sus- 
pended officers.  Commanding  officers  of  di- 
visions make  no  secret  that  government  are 
drtcrmined  to  persevere.  Commanding  of- 
ficers of  corps  have  given  them  a  most  spirited 
answer  ;  a  frigate  arrived  at  Madras  with  di*- 
|>atches.  Colonel  Hare  says  he  will  rut  up 
the  black  mtitineers;  500  pagodas  monthly 
allowed  him  as  table-money. 

Seringapatam, 
22d  July. 

From  general  Croker,  dated  3d. of  August, 
reporting  that  the  suspended  officers  have 
moved  away. 

From  colonel  Close,  dated  tyth  of  July, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  ihe  account  of 
the  occurrences  at  Masulipatam. 

From  General  Paier,  dated  ad  of  August, 
reporting  that  the  agitation  among  the  officers 
ftt  Masulipatam  continues  to  incieasc. 

From  the  same,  dated  3d  of  August,  stating 
-  that  ihc  troops  are  preparing  to  march  with- 
out bis  authority. 

From  colonel  Wilkinson,  dated  2d  of  Aug. 
containing  an  application  tor  cavalry  officers 
for  the  6ih  regiment ;  and  forwarding  a  pri- 
vate leuer  which  had  been  comtnunicaicd  to 
him. 

Resolu'ion  of  that  part  of  the  Hydrabad  sub- 
Mciiury  force  serving  in  Berar. 

C4ih  July,  iScp. 
We,  the  officers  of  the  Berar  detachment, 
having  united  amongst  ourselves,  and  also 
united  with  the  rest  cf  the  army  in  a  resolu- 
tion CO  obtain  redress  of  our  grievances,  the 
Mrtiiubrs  of  which  have  alicady  been  laid 
before  go^'ernmcnt,  deem  a?iy  attempt  to  di- 
vide, us  as  incompatible  with  and  destructive 
CO  that  resolution. 


We  shall  therefore  disregard  every  ordct 
to  that  effect ;  but  we  will  nevcrihcless  obey 
all  orders  addressed  to  us  by  the  officer  com« 
manding  this  force  for  the  interior  regulation* 
of  its  duty. 

Signed   by  all  officers  of  the  Julni 
ioice,  the  commandant  and  staff'- 
excepted. 

Three  letters,  dated  Rih  of  August,  from 
government  to  colonel  Wilkinson,  approving 
the  measures  he  has  reported. 

From  colonel  Barclay,  dated  8th  of  August, 
forwarding  to  colonel  Close  accounts  of  the 
occurrences  at  Bcllary,  Seringapatam,  and 
Mai»ulipaiam. 

Fji^m  Mr.  Gowan  to  sir  G.  Barlow,  re- 
porting that  he  had  taken  charge  of  the  resi- 
dency at  Poonah. 

Here  is  inserted  a  letter  from  colonel 
Stuart  to  tbe  secretary  of  government,  ac» 
knowlcdging  the  receipt  of  the  test,  and 
stating  his  reasons  for  not  carrying  it  into 
effect. 

As  also  a  letter  from  colonel  Forhf5,  at 
Cananore,  of  the  same  tendency  with  the 
letter  last  adverted  to. 

Lieutenant-colonel  the  honourable 
P.  Stuart. 

Sir, —I  am  directed  by  sir  George  Barlow 
to  acrjuaint  you  that  tne  orders  or  the  fi6ih 
July  have  been  carried  into  execution  by 
inajor-geueral  Croker,  at  Bellary,  and  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Gibbs,  at  Bangalore;  that 
few  of  the  company's  officers  at  the  former 
station,  and  not  one  at  ihe  latter,  signed  the 
declaration  recjuired,  but  that  every  one  of 
those  who  refused  their  signatures  at  both  the 
stations  submitted  to  the  other  terms  of  the 
orde/s  with  the  utmost  propriety,  and  left  th« 
cantonments  immediately,  preparatory  .to  their 
proceeding  to  the  places  on  the  sea  coast  allot* 
cd  for  their  fumre  residence. 

Colonel  Wilkinson  has  also  carried  the 
same  orders  into  eflcci  at  Tiichinopoly.  He 
fourid  a  considerable  number  of  officers  who 
signed  ihe  declaration,  but  i be  suspicious  con- 
duct of  those  who  refnsrd  ro  sign  it  induced 
him  to  march  them  aw/iv  liom  the  cantonment 
to  the  distance  of  30  utiles  under  a  guard. 

When  the  orders  were  explained  to  the 
Native  officers  at  ihc  three  principal  statiori* 
above-mentioned,  ihey  to  a  man  professed  ihcir 
loyalty  «nd  atiaihroent  10  the  govemmtni, 
and  their  readiness  to  obey  such  officers  at 
might  be  placed  over  them,  a?  well  as  to  pro- 
ceed on  any  service  ihav  might  be  required,  in 
terms  still  sironjicr  and  more  expressive  thai\ 
those  which  I  had  the  honour  of  stating  to 
you  had  bren  t- inployed  on  a  similar  occasion 
by  the  Native  officers  of  the  corp\  in  this 
garrison,  and  in  camp  near  St.  Thomas's 
mount 

Major-general  Croker,  cdone!  Wilkinson, 
and  colonel  Gihbs,  proceeded  im  oediattiv  to 
replace  the  st-  H  officers,  and  to  appoint  otneri 
from    his    Mij  sty's    ic|;iiDent   under  their 
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immediate  command  to  the  charge  of  the 
Native  corps  whose  proper  officers  bad  been 
removed,  and  they  all  report  that  the  duties 
in  their  respective  stations  were  going  on  as 
regularly  as  ever. 

The  reports  from  all  other  stations  are  uni- 
form as  to  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of  the 
Native  troops,  and  sir  George  Barlow  docs 
not  entertain  the  smallest  doubt  of  a  similar 
result  whenever  the  appeal  is  made  to  the 
troops  in  Travancore.  He  considers  that  your 
own  regiment  is  sufficient  for  cnaSlingyou  to 
enforce  the  orders  of  the  26ih  July,  among 
the  corps  in  the  cantonment  of  Quilon,  and 
that  having  done  so  there,  and  placed  a  few 
officers  of  his  majesty's  19th  regiment  in 
charge  of  tbe  Native  corps,  yoQ  may,  with 
perfrct  safety  and  advantage  to  the  service, 
move  to  all  the  other  stations  in  Travancore, 
for  tbe  same  purpose.     I  have  further  the 

Sleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  orders  have  been 
ispatched  to  day  to  colonel  Wilkinson  to 
march  upon  Travancore  with  the  flank  com- 
panies of  the  i2(h  regiment,  the  30th  regi- 
ment, and  a  proportion  of  Ndtive  troops,  by 
the  rout  of  Dindigul,  Madura,  and  ralam- 
cottab,  for  your  support. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)       R.  Ba  r  c  la  y  , 

Military  sec* 

5lh  of  August.— -Colonel  Wilkinson  re- 
poru  that  be  has  received  tbe  orders  for  his 
march  and  will. 

List  of  officers  at  Diudigul  who  signed  the 
pledge. 

Colonel  Croker,  on  the  jtb  of  August, 
reports  that  the  suspended  are  proceeding  to 
Negapatam. 

Colonel  Bowncss,  5ih  of  August,  reports 
that  tbe  officers,  at  Gooty,  decline  to  sign  the 
test.  ^ 

10th  of  Aueust.^  Secretary  of  govern- 
ment, regrets  tnat  general  Pater  bad  not  cm- 
I>loyed  decided  endcavoun  towards  tbe  execu- 
tion of  the  orden  of  the  26th  of  July ;  ar.d 
directs,  that  they  may1)e  carried  into  effect  at 
every  hazard. 

To  the  chief  secretary  to  government. 
Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you, 
(or  the  information  of  the  hoiKmrabie  the 
governor  in  council,  that  on  receipt  of  your 
dispatch  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  detei mined 
immediately  to  assemble  the  officers  of  the 
company's  service  at  the  station,  and  inform 
them  of  tbe  orders  of  government. 

I  accordingly  did  so  this  morning;  read 
to  ihem  the  rostructious  I  had  received,  and 
recommended  strongly  the  line  of  conduct 
'hey  ought  to  pursue ;  ihcy  were  perfectly 
res^^ectful,  and  requested  a  sbort  time  tocon- 
iidcr  tbe  business. 

They  then  acquainted  me,  that  as  the  order 
^^hich  I  had  commuoicaied  to  them  required 
}i,dccUration  from  them  to  the  purport  of  the 
p»per  accom^Mijying  it,  they  wished  I  would 
Mibkiitute  the  one  which  they  then  presented 
ta  lieu  of  the  other,  as  the  purport  of  the 
jncdgc  \%  hrch  they  then  gave  me,  signed  by 


every  officer  in  tbe  cantonment,  declared  their 
sentiments  of  supporting  govcmmcm  and 
obeying  its  ordcn,  with,  as  it  appears  to  roe, 
no  material  alterations  froin  toe  other.  I 
asreed  to  forward  it  and  wait  the  dcclaratioo 
ot  government. 

Isincercly  hope  it  may  meet  with  approba* 
tion,  coosidermg  the  ferment  and  inicatioo  of 
tbe  times, 

'  I  am  happy  also  in  being  able  to  mcntidn 
that  the  officers  stationed  at  this  place  have 
expressed  to  me  their  disapprobation  of  tbe 
precipitate  measiu-es  adopted  by  the  Hydrabad 
force,  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  express  to 
you  more  fully  to-morrow. 

They  have  pledged  themselves  to  me  so- 
lemnly that  no  step  whatever  shall  be  takca 
by  them  in  any  respect  without  my  aanction, 
until  an  answer  to  this  letter  arrives  from  go- 
vernment. 

I  am  sorry,  however,  to  state  what  baa 
been  reponed  to  me  to-day,  that  in  conac- 
quence  of  the  late  orders  fur  the  march  of  two 
corps  from  this  station  a  considerable  degree 
of  murmuring  and  discontent  b?s  taken  place 
among  the  Sepoys,  from  their  not  having  re- 
ceived their  butting-money;  that  in  coosc- 
quence  of  this,  and  their  having  been  at  a 
great  expence  in  bringing  back  their  families, 
which  had  been  sent  away  previoiu  to  the 
campaign,  and  the  late  period  of  lecciving 
their  pay  here,  which  is  seldom  before  the 
latter  end  of  the  sd  anonth  ;  they  are  most  of 
them  in  great  distress.  Complaints  from 
£Scpoys  I  am  informed  are  very  unusual,  and  I 
should  think  at  such  a  period  as  this  the  cause 
of  them  ought  to  be  removed  as  scx>n  as  pos- 
sible. 

I  have  thought  expedient  under. all  circum- 
stances to  order  the  march  of  the  i^t battalion 
&d,  and  ist  battalion  4th  regiment  to  their 
destination,  as  ordered  by  the  quarter-master- 
general,  as  soon  as  money  can  be  procured 
to  settle  their  arrears. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)        P.Stuart, 
Lieut. -col.  commanding 
Quiloii,  in  IVavancore. 

3d  August,  1809. 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  ho- 
nourable company's  service  do,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  declare  upon  our  words  of 
honour,  a$  Briiish  officers,  that  we  are  gene- 
rally arid  individually  animated  by  sentiments 
of  the  purest  loyalty  and  attachment  to  our 
king  and  country,  arc  ready  and  willing,  under 
every  circumsrance,  to  support  their  interests  at 
the  expense  nf  our  lives*  and  to  obey  the  order, 
and  suppon  the  authority  of  tbe  government 
of  Fort  Si.  George,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of 
our  commissions,  as  are  most  fully  cxplaitied 
in  paragraphs  60th,  6tst,  63d,  iS^th,  72d, 
74th,  to  the  8oih  inclusive,  of  the  letter  horn 
the  right  honourable  the  governor-general  in 
council  to  the  honourable  tne  governor  in  coun- 
cil, of  Fort  St.Gcorge,  under  date  Fort  Wil- 
liam, «7ih  May.  1809. 

(Signed)     W.  Hargrave,  lieut.  4ih  N.  I. 
— W.  Williams,  licui.  isi  bat.  4th 
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Ks.«»HeDfy  Skcen^  lieut.  itt  bat. 
4m  N.  R.— J.  Tones,  licut.  diuo*— 
Alexander  M*Leod,  capt.  2d  bat. 
9ih  reg.— H. Wcp,  ensign,  ditto,— 
Alexander Balinatn»  capt.  7th  reg-— 
Lc  Rote,  lieut.  ditto. —  Thomas 
Arthur,  ensign,  diiro. —  Thomas 
Ahmuty,  sd  bat.  loih  reg. — J.  J. 
Backintosb,  capt.  artillery. — C.  Su- 
disteo,  lieut.  2d  bat.  91  h  irg. — C. 
Elphinttone,  lieut.  ditto. — £.  Os- 
born,  lieut.  ditto. —E.  filackman, 
lieut.  ditto.— A.  M*Kenzif,  lieut. 
ditto. — George  Vald,  lieut.  ditto. — 
R.Swyeii,lieut.  ditto. — ^John  Dame, 
ensign,  ditto.—  P.  R,  Thordick, 
ensign,  ditto. —  D.-  M.  Andrew. — 
W.  Harris,  lieut. — George  Moore, 
lieut. — J.  Dabzul,  licut.  4th  reg.— 
W.  Robenton,  capt.  4th  reg.— 
M.  Campbell. —  R.  Hoi,  major, 
41b  regt.  N.  I.— D.  He  wall,  capt. 
4ih  N.  R.— Richard  Burn,  capt, 
J  St  bat.  2d  regt.— G.  Pepper,  capt. 
ditto.— 3*J' Hodson,  lieut.  ditto.— 
W.Gordon  Tharriii,  licut.  fid  bat. 

fith  reg.  N.  1. —  J.  Prendcrgast, 
ieut.  ditto. —  W.  C.  Nidham, 
lieut.  ditto. — J.  Roger,  lieut.  ditto. 
— W.  Horskey  Bowlcy,  lieut.  dit- 
to.— R.  Maiktoiz,  ensign,  ditto.— 
Geo.  Stoct,  ensign,  ditto.— Charlei 
Gahagan,  capt.  artillery. — H.  Sar- 
zent,  ensign,  ditto. — A.  Hammond, 
^t.  1st  bat.  4th  ree. — H.  Wallis, 
ensign,  ditto. — R.  rrmgle,  ensign, 
ditto.— A.  Sibbald,  ensign,  ditto. — 
John  Payne,  ensign,  ditto.— J. 
Hicks,  lieut.  2d  bat.  9th  regt.  N.  1. 
— M.  M.  Houghton,  as&istant-tur- 
geon,  anillery, — J.  Dalgauns,  lieut. 
7th  reg.  N.  I. 

Fort  St.  G^orse, 
Sir,  loth  August,  1809. 

I  am  directed  ty  the  honourable  the  gover- 
nor to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Icuer 
of  the  3d  instant  to  the  chief  secretary  to  go- 
vernment, with  an  enclosure,  and  to  repeat  to 
you  his  comounds,  that  you  will,  without 
any  delay  whatever,  or  without  any  further 
retcrence,  require  from  the  oiRcers  of  the 
company's  service  under  your  command,  thbir 
unqualified  signature  to  the  declaration  which 
accompanied  tne  orders  of  the  26ih  July  last, 
and  in  the  event  of  their  refusing  to  sign  it 
that  you  will  carry  ihoie  ordere  fully  into  cncct, 
by  renioving:  those  ofBcers  from  the  execution 
of  their  military  functions,  and  that  you  will 
cause  them  to  proceed  with  all  practicable  dis- 
patch to  the  limits  assigned  iii  subsequent 
orders  for  their  residence,  supplying  their  pla- 
ces in  the  best  manner  that  you  can  by  ofiiccrs 
of  his  ii»ajesty*s  service. 

I  aave  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)        R.^.^f^CLAY. 
Licu^•coI.  the  hon.  r.  Stuart, 


Enclosofe,  No.  31. 
To  the  honourable  sir  G.  H.  Birlow. 
Bart.  K.  B. 
Honourable  Sir, 

I  do  ^royself  the  honour  to  acquaint  you 
that  I  reached  'Hydrabad  yesterday  morrung. 
Having  made  a  full  report  of  my  immediate 
proceedings  at  this  place  to  the  officer  com* 
manding  the  army  in  chief,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  that  report  for  detailed  informa- 
tion of  the  circumstances  which  took  pUce 
yesterday  noon  in  the  caotonmcnt  of  Sccun* 
derabad. 

I  understand  that  those  events  produced 
considerable  agitation^amongst  the  company's 
officers  at  this  station ;  their  committee  coo- 
tinued  their  deliberations  till  a  late  hour  in  the 
evening,  and  1  find  from  colonel  Montresor 
that  they  dispatched  a  summons  to  Jaulna  for 
the  immediate  march  towards  Hydrabad  of 
the  whole  of  the  Berar  detachment:  Thqr 
also  seem  to  expect  that  the  detachment  will 
be  headed  by  lieutenant-colonel  Doveton.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  summons  which 
was  formerly  sent  for  the  march  of  a  certain 
portion  of  the  ifoops  at  Jaulna,  was  revoked 
in  consequ/ence  of  the  remonstrances  of  coIo« 
nel  Montresor,  and  of  a  letter  from  ^ptain 
Sydenham  to  licutenant-colooel  Dovecoo, 
which  was  read  to  the  officers  here  bv  colonel 
Montresor.  But  it  is  strongly  to  be  apfMe- 
hended  that  the  present  orders  will  not  be 
complied  with  by  the  officer  at  Tsulna. 

From  the  information  which  1  this  mortt- 
ing  received  from  lieutenant-colonel  Montre- 
sor, it  appears  probable  that  the  company's 
troo|}shere,  after  having  been  joined  by  their 
associates  from  Jaulna,  will  move  towards 
Masulipatam,  or  some  other  station  in  the 
Camatic  as  circumstaiKes  may  hereafter  sug* 
gcst. 

Whilst  I  was  writing  this  dispatch  I  re- 
ceived from  the  company's  officers  a  letter,  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copr« 
directing  me  in  positive  terms  to  leave  the 
vicinity  of  this  place  in  the  course  of  the 
dsy.  I  had  reason  to  expect  such  a  reqtsisi- 
tion  from  them  ;  and  I  had  intended  to  per- 
mit them  to  place  me  in  confinement ;  but 
from  the  tenor  of  colonel  Barclay's  secret 
dispatch  of  the  £2d  instant,  which  I  only 
received  last  night,  it  appearing  to  be  the 
intention  of  government  to  require  my  ser- 
vice with  the  force  that  is  to  be  sent  in  this 
direction,  1  thought  proper  to  comply  with 
the  requisition  which  was sentto  me. 

The  result  of  yesterday's  proceedings  con* 
vinced  me  that  i  must  despair  of  being  able  to 
bring  back  the  company's  troops,  either  ac 
this  pidce  or  at  Jaulna,  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty,  without  having  recourse  to  actual  force 
of  arms;  and  this  impressiori  b further  con- 
firmed bv  intciliKcnce  which  1  have  just  re- 
ceived, that  the  European  o/ficers  this  mom* 
iiig  imparted  their  situation  and  design  to  the 
Native  troops  under  their  co  pmand,  and 
that  (h:  Native  troops  assuied  the  European 
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o'^i  Ts  jn  ific  moft  solemn  manner  of  ibelr 
c.    Mcncc  ind  attachments 

i  jud^fd  u  of  imporrancc  to  enquire  of 
lieutcnant-colontl  M  mtrevor,  whcthtT  in  the 
even'  of  the  companv's  iroon<  leaving  this 
ftt^rion,  and  marching  towards  the  Carnatic, 
thry  would  permit  his  maje >ty*s  re^jimcnt  to 
remain  at  Hydrabad  without  taking  any  meims 
of  divabling  ii.  The  colonel  s'.cmed  coi'fi- 
dently  of  opinion,  thit  in  ihe  cvcni  to  which 
I  alluded,  the  company's  iroop>  woul<l  mit 
offer  any  molestation  to  his  ni^joNiy's  regi- 
ment ;  my  object  in  makinj^  this  inquiry 
waa  with  a  view  to  thr  future  security  ol  the 
residency  of  the  court,  and  the  means  of  fur- 
nishing such  a  reinforcement  to  the  military 
•tation  near  the  capital,  as  nr^ighi  enable  the 
resident  to  support  the  national  interests  in 
these  territories,  until  the  state  of  affairs  be- 
came more  irauqml. 

But  since  the  receipt  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Barclay's  dispatch  of  the  sed  of  July,  it  hi^$ 
occurred  to  me,  that  if  circumstances  should 
delay  the  march  ok  the  whole  of  the  subsi- 
diary ff*rre  into  the  Carnatic,  and  that  in  the 
interim  the  force  destined  to  act  in  jhe  Dec- 
cm  be  put  into  motion  towards  the  Kistnah, 
it  i«  to  be  apprehended  that  the  duatfectcd 
corps  here  would  unite  their  eiforts  n^ain-st 
his  majesty's  regiment,  and  would  endeavour 
to  destroy  it. 

Allowins  sufficient  time  for  the  communi- 
eaiion  of  inc  summons  which  has  been  dis- 
))atched  to  Jaulna,  the  preparation  of  the 
troops  there  for  movement,  and  their  mnrr h 
tc  Hydrabad  at  this  season  of  the  ye;ir,  \h*-y 
could  scarcely  effect  their  ju!  c  »on  it)  ilrs 
quarter  before  the  1st  of  Srptembcr.  it  is 
proSablc  that  the  force  destined  to  act  in  the 
1)  ccan  could  not  assemble  at  any  point  on 
the  Ki.stnah  before  that  pcr'od;  by  which 
time  the  company's  troops  collected  at  Hydra- 
bad would  amount  to  about  300  artillery-men, 
l.ttoo  cavulry,  5,800  Native  infantry,  with 
^  pieces  of  cannon,  of  which  14  arc  drawn 
by  horses. 

In  the  report  %»hich  I  have  made  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  army  in  chief,  I  ex- 
pressed ITiy  intention  of  retaining  at  this  re- 
sidency until  I  should  be  furnished  with  fur- 
ther iiutructions  for  my  conduct ;  but  having 
judg.  d  it  advisable  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
sition of  the  officers  here  to  remove  from  this 
quarter,  I  propose  to  retire  gradually  towards 
Poona,  by  which  plan  any  dispatches  that 
may  be  addressed  to  me  will  readily  reach  me 
on  the  road,  if  directed,  under  cover,  to  cap- 
tain Sydenham* 

1  bavo  the  honour  to  be,  &c.&c. 
(Signed)  B.  Close, 

Hydrabad,  4th  Aug.  1809. 

To  colonel  Close,  resident  at  Poona. 

Sir;— The  officers  of  theHydrabad  force  hav- 
ing considered  your  conduct  yesterday  in  ex- 
ccutioti  of  theordenof  governmenf  as  highly 
prejudicial  to  thtt  confidenoc  which  subsists 
between  the  Sepoys  aod  their  officers,  and 


stibversive  of  that  discipline  thry  are anxions 
to  maintain,  they  do  declare,  ihai  your  pre- 
sence in  ihv  vicinity  of  this  cantonment,  after 
such  conduct,  ipu%t  be  dis^;rnsed  with ;  and 
they  hcieby  dirrct  you  to  Ic-vc  the  place  ia 
the  course  of  this  day,  lest  more  unplcasaiit 
deciftivc  measures  shoultl  be  necessary. 
We  arc,  Sir, 
The  officers  of  the  Hvdrabad 

Subsidiary  force. 
(A  true  copv.) 

(Signed)        B.  Closf, 
Cintonmetit,  Colonel. 

4th  August,   1809. 

To  in aj 01 -general  Gowdie,  commanding  the 
aiiny  in  chief. 

Sir, — I  h^.vc  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  in  obedience  to  the  otderscf  the  honour- 
able ihe  govern?  !  in  council  of  the  14th  July, 
1  proceeded  towards  Hydrabad,  and  left  Poona 
in  the  morninj^  of  the  Ggth  instant.  On  the 
road  I  received  several  private  commui3iC'<i:ans 
from  captain- S)dtnhajn,  from  which  it  was 
evident  ih^i  the  aspect  of  affairs  in  the  can- 
tonment of  Sccutidcrabud  did  not  become 
nunc  favourable  ;  on  the  contrary,  rumcuis 
«)l  the  movement  of  ttoops  from  Jaulna  to 
Hvdrabad  were  prevalent,  and  the  minds  of 
offireis  in  Secunderabad  were  agitated  by 
^ittcrent  reports  of  the  determination  of  go- 
vernment to  enforce  obedience  to  its  aurhonty. 
It  api")eared  to  captain  Sydenham^  that  con- 
sider ble  jealousy  and  ap^Tehension  bad  been 
excited  by  my  apiH)inimcnt  to  the  commarxl  of 
thr  iiibsidiaryforcr,  as  the  object  of  that  mea- 
sure was  ascribed  by  the  ofiiccrs  to  a  design 
on  the  pjrt  of  government  to  emplov  my  in- 
fluence with  the  Native  troops  for  the  purpose 
of  sejwraiin;;  them  from  their  European  of- 
ficers. A  letter  from  captain  Sydenham, 
stating  that  colonel  Montresor  had  learned, 
with  great  conc'*:n,  that  the  officers  had  di*- 
patchcd  a  lericr  to  me,  to  ^quaint  me,  that 
they  would  not  admit  of  piy  assuming  ibe 
command  cf  the  forcr  without  a  formal  de- 
claration of  my  sentiments  and  intcntiom; 
that  a  deputation  from  the  officers  would  meet 
me  previously  to  my  arrival,  for  the  purpose  of 
asccnaii  ing  mv  sentiments,  on  which  would 
depend  their  obeying  or  not  obeying  tn}'  cr- 
deis.  In  consequence  of  the  remonstrances 
which  were  addressed  to  the  senior  officers 
by  colonel  Montresor,  it  was  at  length  deicf 
mined  that  I  should  be  permitted  10  come  00 
to  the  residency,  wbr  re  I  was  to  be  met  by  a 
dcp'j'a"on  from  the  i-fficers. 

As  I  s'lll  advanced  towaids  Hydrabad  an 
Hircarrah  delivered  into  my  hands  the  letter 
from  the  officers  alluded  to  by  colonel  Mon- 
tresor. It  expressed  a  high  respect  for  my 
character  and  talents,  and  a  confidctKe  in  the 
weight  of  my  influence  at  Madras,  in  accota- 
plisbing  a  reconciliation  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  army.  The  object  of  the  let- 
ter was  simply  to  let  me  know  that  my  ser- 
vices were  not  required  in  a  military  capacity 
as  comoMndui)  of  the  force,  Uit  tliat  io  con* 
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junction  with  liculfnaofcoloncl  Malcolm  I 
mi^hi  be  us.ful  at  ihc  presidency  ii»  pro- 
niuctng  their  cause,  ibx^y  ihcrclore  rcconi- 
fncmlcd  me  fo  pursue  my  journey  to  N'adia^, 
but  in  any  cvcul  :o  hull  at  one  iukc  tVom  H\- 
drabad.  A  p^P"*"  ^^  pro|X>3.ils  co  itaain  g 
five  ijriiclc\%  which  they  iciir.».ci  then  ul  t- 
matuiD,  anclstjuiiar  to  the  paper  ihai  h^d  hicu 
iransmiitcd  to  Madras,  wjs iubjoiocd  to  ihcir 
leitcr- 

k  is  proper  that  I  should  h«re  renwrk, 
that  looking  to  the  motives  \*^ich  led  to  my 
apppo.ntment  to  llie  command  of  the  Hy- 
drabad  Subsidiary  force.  I  always  coubidercMl 
it  to  be  an  object  »)f  primary  aiid  esseutiitl 
importance  to  endeavour  by  every  means  in 
my  power  to  prt>cecdto  the  cantonmuiit  for 
the  purpose  oif  thowing  mystU  to  the  troops, 
and  assuming  ihe  coramaod  of  them  m  per- 
son; under  the  impression,  it  was  my  de- 
termination to  have  pursued  my  way  to  the 
cantonment,  even  if  the  remonstrances  of 
colonel  Montresor  had  no;  pupersedpd,  in  ef- 
fect, the  letter  from  the  oiTl,ers,desiiing  me 
to  slop  at  one  stage  short  of  *Hydraba»l. 

On  my  arrival  at  Pullum  Churroo,  I  hJid 
the  pleasure  to  meet  captain  Sydenham,  who 
had  advanced  to  that  place  for  the  pui  pose 
of  affording  me  every  information  in  his 
possession  regarding  the  trooj-s  at  Secims'e 
rabad.  On  our  meeting  captain  Sv<lenhara 
delivered  to  me  a  packfet  to  my  ad  Iress  from 
lieutenant  coltmel  Barclay,  coutaiuing  a  copy 
of  the  chief  secretary's  Ictcr  to  colonel 
Wilkinson,  reg^arding  the  system  of  mea- 
sures to  be  pursued  for  the  purpose  of  bring. 
ing  to  a  test  the  sentiments  of  the  jjjTicers 
towards  the  government  of  Fort  St.  Gc«>r^e. 
Lieutenant  colonel  Barclay  «  letter  ascriued 
the  effect  produced  by  the  application  of 
those  measures  to  the  company's  tro<»ps  in 
the  garrison  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  in  camp 
at  the  Mount. 

Before  Ileft  Pullum  Churroo  I  had  inti- 
mated to  colonel  Montresor  my  wish  to  «ee 
htm,  lieutenant-colonel  Gore  and  the  otfi- 
ccrs  of  the  general  staff,  on  m;-  arrival  at  the 
resi'?ency.  This  morning  captain  Sy<lenham 
and  myself  came  from  Pullum  Churr(x>  to 
the  residency,  escorted  by  a  party  of  .Mo- 
ghul  Horse,' which  his  highness  the  Nizam 
had  sent  to  receive  me. 

Soon  after  I  had  reached  the  residency  I 
was  waited  upon  by  lieutenant-colonel 
Mgntresor,  lieutenant-coloticl  (rore.  and  the 
officers  of  the  general  stall,  with  the  Sub- 
sidiary force. 

I  took  colonel  Montre^or  into  a  private 
apartment,  and  communicatee  to  himrthe  or- 
ders which  I  had  received  for  the  regulation 
of  my  conduct.  I  pointed  out  to  him  that  I 
thought  the  nature  of  my  orders  left  me  no 
discretionary  power,  and  no  option  but 
that  of  asserting  the  authority  with  which 
I  was  invested.  That  having  been  called  to 
the  command  of  the  Subsidiary  force,  under 
circumstances  of  peculiar  delicacy  and  im- 
puctaace,  and  having  quitted  Poona  for  the 


express  purpose  of  carrying  into  effisct  th« 
measuies  of  government  with  regard  to  the 
troops,  I  conceived  th^t  I  could  not  fufil  tiie 
expectations  of  government  without  veotu-* 
ring,  at  all  ba^rds,  to  place  myself  at  the 
head  of  the  troops. 

It  appeared  to  lieutenant-colonel  Montre- 
sorto  be  ve  y  doubtful  whether  tlie  officers 
would  permit  me  to  enter  the  cantonment^ 
or  whether  my  remonstrances  to  the  Native 
troops  would  induce  them  to  abandon  the 
cause  of  their  Europe  mi  officers.  Without 
refusing  weight  to  those  objections,  I  told 
him  that  my  experience  of  the  character  and 
disposition  of  the  Native  troops,  the  per« 
suasion  of  my  name  being  long  known,  and 
the  successful  result  of  the  late  experiment 
at  and  near  the  presidency,  rendered  roe 
rather  confident  of  the  probable  effect  of 
my  immediate  presence  in  front  of  the  Na* 
tive  corps  before  they  could  be  put  under 
arms.- 

It  occurred  to  me  that  by  first  proceeding 
to  the  barracks  of  his  majesty's  European 
regiment,  putting  it  under  arms,  and  marclv- 
ing  it  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  force,  my 
ol>ject  in  appearing  in  front  of  the  Native 
corps  might  be  attained  with  the  greatest 
security.  This  pi  n  b?  n^  propose!  to  co'o-  ' 
nel  .'\Jontre60r,  he  declared  his  persuasion, 
that  if  I  first  appeared  at  the  quarters  of  hi* 
.majesty's  regiment,  the  vigilance,  jealousy, 
and  agitation  which  existed  amongst  the  om- 
cers  were  such,  that  the  line  of  Native  In- 
fantry, with  the  artillery,  would  be  instantly 
under  armii  and  prepared  for  a  content.  He 
stated  that  the  distance  from  the  barracks  of 
the  king's  regiment  to  the  ri^iht  and  nearest 
part  of  the  ane,  being  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile,  rendered  t;  e  plan  which  had  oc- 
curred to  me  still  less  practicable.  On  taking 
these  and  other  ciicumstances  into  conside- 
ration it  appeared  to  me  on  the  whole,  that 
the  most  likely  mode  of  ensuring  success  to 
the  object  which  I  had  in  view,  was  to  enter 
the  cantonment  at  a  central  point,  and 
hnltiiig  in  front  of  tlie  line  of  one  of  the 
Native  corps,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
senor  officer^. 

It  was  therefore  resolved  that  I  should  pro- 
ceed withotK  loss  of  time  to  the  cantonment, 
accompanied  by  lieutenant-colonel  Montre- 
sor,  iieuteuant-colonel  Gore,  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  itaff,  and  escorted  by  a  troop  of 
cavalry  from  the  residency. 

As  I  was  about  to  depart.  Major  Neale 
waited  upon  me  for  the  purpose  of  intimat- 
ing that  the  commanding  officers  of  corps 
were  in  their  road  to  the  residency,  and 
wished  to  know  when  it  would  be  conveni- 
ent for  me  to  receive  them.  .  I  sent  for  major 
Neale,  and  told  him  that  Ihad  received  the 
command  from  lieutenant-colonel  Montresor, 
and  that  I  was  about  to  proci'ed  to  the  can- 
tonment, where  1  should  be  happy  to  receive 
the  heads  of  corps  Major  Neale,  strongly 
affected  at  meeting  me,  expressed  the 
greatc<»t  anxiety  ri^specting  the  resolution  of 
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government  on  their  late  proposals.  I  re- 
plied, that  I  had  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  pleasure  of  government  subsequently  to 
its  receipt  of  those  proposals ;  that  I  should 
speak  to  him  on  that  subject  when  1  met 
the  officers  in  cantonment,  and  that  I  thought 
my  communication  was  calculated  to  satisfy 
them. 

In  pursuance  of  the  scheme  above  stated, 
I  proceeded  to  the  cantonment.  The  main 
picquet  got  under  arms  and  saluted  me  as  I 
passed  on,  enterius  the  cantonment,  and 
naltiag  in  fiont  of  the  lines  of  the  2d  bat- 
talion 16th  regiment.  There  was  every  ap- 
pearance of  tranquillity  throughout  the  line. 
1  desired  the  deputy-adjutaut-general  to  ac- 
quaint the  heads  of  corps  that  I  was  prepared 
to  receive  them.  The  troops  of  cavalry  drew 
up  near  me,  and  having  occasion  to  pass 
them,  I  looked  at  them  individually,  and 
each  salamed  as  I  passed .  While  the  deputy- 
adjutant-geaeral  was  absent,  major  Neale 
and  major  Deacon  came  up  to  me.  The 
deputy  adjutant-general  at  length  returned, 
to  tell  me  that  he  had  delivered  my  mes- 
sage to  the  other  field  officers,  whp  had 
given  no  reply  to  it.  I  sent  him  a  second 
time,  with  a  similar  message,  and  he  returned 
without  being  able  to  procure  any  answer 
from  them.  About  this  time  an  officer  near 
me  observed  that  the  artillerymen  ^Yere  man- 
ning their  guns.  1  now  despaired  of  seeing 
any  more  of  the  field  officers ;  and  as  major 
Neale  w^  the  senior  company^  officer  with 
the  force,  and  the  commaiuiant  of  the  regi- 
ment  of  cavalry,  and  as  the  appearance  and 
demeanour  of  both  this  officer  and  major 
Deacon  inspired  me  with  hope  that  they 
would  listen  favourably  to  what  I  had  to 
communicate  toi  them.  I  thought  no  time 
ought  to  be  lost  in  making  them  acquainted 
with  the  measure  proposed  by  government. 
I  read  to  them  the  declaration  of  their  senti. 
ments,  to  which  it  was  expected  they  should 
subscribe.  I  said  that  it  was  of  course  un. 
Decessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  desperate 
situation  in  which  their  late  proceedings  had 
reduced  them;  for  they  must  be  well  aware 
that  they  had  placed  tliemselves  in  hoKtility 
against  his  majesty's  crown,  the  laws  of 
their  country,  and  their  own  |;overnroent  of 
Fort  St  George ;  that  in  this  situation  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that-  the  government 
should  ascertain  the  sentiments  and  princi- 
p'es  oF  its  officers,  in  order  that  tlie  loyal 
imd  faithful  should  be  distinguished'  from 
those  who  were  indisposetl  to  support  the 
authority  of  government  3  that  of  course  it 
woulii  be  mont  satisfactory  to  the  government 
to  find  its  officers  willing  to  subscribe  to  the 
proposed  declaration;  but  such  was  the  con- 
sideration of  government  for  any  feeling  of 
difficulty  to  which  they  might  conceive 
themselves  subjected  from  pledges,  or  pro- 
mises, thit  an  alternative  was  held  out  by 
which  t'  ey  could  retire  from  the  further 
exercise  of  military  functions  until  the  situ- 
ation of  affairs,  and  the  temper  of  their  own 


mindsf  would  admit  of  their  heinr  etfiploted 
with  advantage  to  the  state.  The\'  repbed 
that  they  had  looked  forward  with  strong 
expectation  to  the  acceptance  by  government 
of  their  late  proposals,  and  that  the  present 
measure  did  not  offer  any  security  to  their 
brother  officers  at  Masulipatam :  they  also 
observed  that  all  the  officers  of  the  army 
were  firmly  imited  by  common  bonds,  from 
which  they  could  not  separate  without  re. 
dress.  To  this  point  I  immediately  answered 
that  a  large  portion  of  their  brother  officers 
had  already  accepted  of  one  of  the  alterna- 
tives proffered  to  them,  and  therefore  there 
was  now  a  fair  and  honourable  opening  for 
them  to  retire  from  the  unhappy  cause  hi 
which  they  were  engaged. 

The^  then  urged  the  necessity  of  being 
allowed  time  to  consult  their  brother  officers, 
and  to  deliberate  upon  the  proposal  which 
had  been  explitined  to  them.  I  replied  that 
I  was  instructed  to  make  a  distinct  proposal 
to  them,  and  that  I  had  no  authority  to  admit 
of  delay  for  consultation. 

After  this  a  great  d^I  of  anxious  conver- 
sation passed  between  us ;  during  which  I  re- 
peatedly pressed  major  Neale  to  accept  of  the 
proposal  which  was  made  to  him.  I  brought 
to  his  recollection  the  long  period  of  his  ser- 
vice, his  rank,  his  peculiar  situation  in  the 
force;  and  1  urged  him  to  avail  himself  of 
this  occasion  to  return  with  honour  to  the 
bosom  of  his  country  The  major  seemed 
deeply  affected  by  this  last  appeal  to  his  feel<' 
ings,  and  lamented  the  impossibility  of  his 
submitting  to  either  alternative. 

I  then  expressed  my  concern,  that  the  an* 
thority  of  the  government  had  been  rejected 
and  spurned  at  by  the  Kuropean  officers  of 
the  force  I  said  tnat  I  had  other  instructions, 
aiul  now  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  communi- 
cate direct  with  every  native  soldier  in  the 
cantonment.  During  the  time  that  was  oc« 
copied  by  tliis  conversation,  a  considerable 
number  of  the  men,  and  apparently  the  fol- 
lowers of  corps,  ranged  themselves  between 
us  and  the  barracks,  and  appeared  to  observe 
what  was  going  on.  1  immediately  turned 
to  the  troop  ot  Cavalry^  and  addressed  them 
nearly  to  the  following  effect :  ** That  they 
must  be  well  convinced  of  the  allegiance 
which  was  due  to  the  government  which 
they  served;  that  1  was  the  senior  officer  of 
the  troo^M  appointed  by  the  authority  of 
government,  and  that  in  that  Capacity  it  was 
necessary  for  them  to  obey  my  orders ;  that 
major  Neale,  their  commanding  officer,  and 
certain  other  European  officers,  had  entered 
into  a  dispute  with  the  government,  upon 
points  which  were  entirely  personal  to  them* 
selves;  that  the  points  in  dispute  did  not 
relate  to  the  present  moment,  but  would  be 
adjusted  at  some  future  period.**  'I1iey 
listened  to  me  with  attention,  drew  up  to- 
wards me,  and  appeared  to  assent  to  what 
I  had  said.  At  this  moment  I  observed  the 
Sepoys  of  the  '2d  battalion  16th  regiment 
nishini;  out  of   their  place  of   annsy  and 
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formiog  in  dmtlbiis  imxneiHately  before  me. 
The  European  officers  were  exerting  them- 
selves to  form  the  divisions  with  regularity^. 
I  then  beckoned  to  tlie  cavalry  to  follow  me, 
and  rode  into  the  divisions,  ca  ling  upon  the 
native  officers  to  let  me  know  why  the  men 
had  taken  to  their  arms    and   what  was  the 
cause  of  their  agitation   and  alarm      T  told 
them  that  I  wastheir  leader  and  their  friend  ; 
that  the  government  wa^  their  support;  and 
that  as  I  was  appointed  to  be  theirjeaderby  :ie 
governmenty  i  called  upon  them  to  look,  up 
to  me  abne,    and  to  obey  my  orders;    to 
stand  fast,  and  by  no  means  to  move ;  one 
native  officer  in  particular  I  took  by  the 
shoulderi  and  begged  he  n  ould  acquaint  me 
whv  the  men  were  falling  in,  and  priming 
and  loading;  but  I  could  not  prevail  upon 
him  to  make  me  any  aiuwer.  ^  I  laid  hold  of  ' 
the  same  native  officer  a  second  time,  repeat* 
ing  my  question  to  him,  but  could  obtain  no 
reply  from  him.     I  addressed  the  same  ques* 
trans  to  several  of   the   non-commissionei 
officers,  bm  with  no  effect ;  during  this  time, 
the  divisions  were  preuin^  div'uion,    I  made 
the  tame  attempts  to  procure  an  explanation. 
but  without  success.     When  the  whole  corp» 
•waa  formed,  I  pushed  on  to  the  front  division, 
and  made  another  attempt  to  check  them.    I 
took  the  subidar  of   cavalry  by  the  hand,  and 
desired  him  to  accompany  me ;  he  rode  with 
me  a  few  yards,  but  then  quitted  me  ;  and 
the  troopers,  though  they  made  a  movement 
9X  first  as  if  they  intended  to  follow  me,  soon 
held  back.     I  advanced  to  the  front  division 
of  the  battalion,  but  could  not  persuade  any 
of  the  men  to  listen  to  me.     By  this  time  the 
battalion  bad  closed  to  the  right,  and  com- 
pleted its  formation  with  (he  other  battalions 
aad   the  park  of  artillery;  a  good  deal  of 
bustle  took  place  until   the  formation  was 
completed,  but  after  that '  the  most  perfect 
silence  and  regularity  reigned  throughout  the 
line  ;  two  battalions  were  formed  on  th^  left 
9f  the  park,  and  two  others  un  the  right  of  it, 
ia  a  direction  perpendicular  to  that  of  the 
battalions  on  the  left  of  the  park. 
£>urtn^  the  whole  of  this  struggle,  I  thought 
It  probable  that  some  attempt  might  be  made  to 
i^curc  mv  person  and  place  mc  in  confinement. 
Bat  no  disposition  whatever  of  th.it  kind  was 
mnifestcd,    and  every  mark  of  indi;*nity  or 
[isrcspcci  to  my  person  scrupulously  avoided. 
M««jor  Ncalc  and  major  Deacon,  approached 
nc,  aod,  in  very  polite  terms,  exprt  bscd  their 
Icep    rc|i(ret   that    any  circumstances    should 
tlace  fhcm  in  opposition  to  me.      I  addressed 
nyself  to  major  Neale,  and  siid,  ih.it  as  he 
r3%  ihc  >efiior  officer  prtscnt  at  the  shameful 
pposi'ion  which  had  been  shewn  to  my  orders, 
should  consider  him  as  pnnicularly  rejiponst- 
Ic  For  wh^t  had  occurred  ;  that  as  my  autho- 
ity  h^d   been  so  openly  and  so  completely  re- 
:ccrd,    I  could  consider  myself  in  no  oihcr 
Khc  but  as  bis  prisoner ;  and  that  as  the  ohjecs 
?  my  appointment  to   the  command  of  the 
ihsiuiary  force  had  been  defeated,  I  regarded 


lieutenant-colonel  Montresoras  the  comqiand- 
ant  of  the  force  as  if  1'  had  never  entered  the 
cantonment. 

After  this  I  accompanied  colonel  Montresor 
to  his  quarters;  in  a  short  time  the  whole  of 
the  field  officers  came  to  the  coloncTs  quarters, 
and  expressed  a  wish  to  see  mc,  and  to  deliver 
an  address  to  me.  I  made  known  to  thetr* 
that  I  had  noohjection  to  hear  what  thev  had 
to  say,  but  I  declined  receiving  any  address. 
When  they  came  to  mc  thry  re^ieaied  nearly 
the  substance  of  the  letter  which  thev  address- 
ed. They  s«d  they  had  great  confidence  in- 
thc  influence  which  I  possessed  with  govern- 
ment ;  and  they  requested  me  to  proceed  to 
Madras  to  excrci.se  that  influence  in  person,  lo 

romote  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  army, 
lold  them  plainly  that  I  did  not  consider  my- 
self at  liberty  to  proceed  to  Madras  ;  and  ihat 
I  cenainly  should  not  undertake  any  office  of 
the  nature  alluded  to  ;  upon  hearing  this  an* 
sw.'rihey  bowed  and  retired. 

Lieuicnant-colonel  Montresor  expressed  a 
wish  that  I  should  still  continue  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  force,  but  I  replied  that  from  the 
mdiiner  in  which  I  had  left  my  station  at 
Poona  it  was  probable  I  should  shortly  be  or- 
dered back  to  it ;  that  my  remaining  in  the 
ostensible  Command  of  the  force  could  answer 
no  useful  purpose,  and  would  only  subject 
me  to  a  repetition  of  addresses  or  j>crsonal  ap- 
plication, with  none  of  which  would  it  be 
r>ssible  for  me  to  comply  ;  and  tha',  therefore, 
thought  it  would  be  mo|^  consistent  with 
my  own  dignity,  and  with  the  intentions  of 
government,  to  withdraw  from  the  canton- 
ment and  retire  to  the  residency,  until  I  should 
be  honoured  with  further  instructions  from  go- 
vernmept. 

(Signed)  B.  Closi?.,  colonel. 
Hydrahad  residency,  3d  August,  1809,  night. 
Lieut.  Col.  Montresor,  &c.  &c. 
Sir,— Our  high  respect  for  your  character  and 
conduct  towards  us  during  the  present  crisis, 
induces  us  to  act,  in  every  respect  that  cir- 
cumstances will  allow,  with  the  utmost  deli- 
cacy towards  you.  Bui  after  the  conduct  of 
government  to  the  other  Native  corps  at  the 
Mount,  the  presidency,  and  other  places,  all 
doubt  must  cc^se  as  to  th^rir  intention  against 
us  ;  our  persor  d  security,  thcicfore,  and  the 
srcuriiy  of  ihoic  under  us,  compel  us  to  adopt 
measures  of  precaution  which  most  intcifere 
with  your  command,  and  perhaps  occasion 
much  perioual  uneasiness  ;  we  therefore 
submit  10  you  the  propriety  of  the  honourable 
coinpai>y's  troops  serving  with  the  Hydrahad 
subtidiary  force  separating  ffom  your  Command. 

The  exigency  of  the  times  compel  us  to 
adopt  j^encrdl  regulations  and  orders  that  you 
Cannot  possibly  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  or 
to  be  informed  of. 

As  we  intend  to  encamp  close  in  the  vicinity 
ol  the  rantonmcnt,  we  shall  be  happy  to  afford 
any  ;issistanre  thii  may  be  required  in  furnish- 
ing any  small  guards  which  the  security  of  the 
lines  may  require  j  any  request  therefore  of 
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that  nature,  which  you  shall  make,  shall  be 
cwnplied  with. 

Whenever  ihc  present  unhappy  dissenlsons 
shall  be   icrminated,  wc  shall    r<'joicc  and 
place  ourselves  again  under  your  command.' 
Weart,  &c  Sec 
(Signed)         **  The  select  Coinmiiicc." 
Sccundc.abad,  8ih  of  August.  1809. 
Major  Ncdlc,  cttmg.  l$i  rej;!.  Naiivc  cavalry. 

1  yesterday  received  a  letter  from  several  ol- 
'  ficers,  calling  ihcm:.elvts  ihe  select  commitee, 
but  wuhout  any  !»»j>:iatarus  aihxt^d  10  11 ;  and 
as  1  have  reason  to  fear  that  you  arc  uniortu- 
naielya  racniber  of  that  commmee,  I  must 
necessarily  address  my  answer  to  you  as  the 
senior  officer  of  the  honourable  company  s 
service.  ,  -  , 

1  srize,  however,  an  opporiunity,  which 
may  not  :>gdin  present  iiselt,  lo  say,  that  al- 
though I  have  had  occasion  repeatedly  to  ad-- 
dress  myself  to  you,  as  senior  othccr  durmg 
ibcs^:  dreadful  disscntsons,  I  kn-^wVoar  m- 
tlucncc  has  been  often  used  to  turn  the  otti 
ccrs  from  their  iat.il  error. 

When  the  olficns  of  the  honourable  com- 
iwny's  seivjce  assert  that  they  mc;iti  to  adopt 
Kcneral  regulations  andordeisihdil  am  not  to 
be  allowed  to  uucifere  with,  or  eyca  to  be  in- 
formed of,  and  ih.^t  they  mirnd    10   encamp 
viihvui  my  orders,  it  is  a«it:tu:  to  Mj^^,esi  tne 
propriety  ot  sepatatiut;   trcm   my  coirunand; 
Therefore,  to  avoid  ai;  mi.inicrpreiai.on   on 
this  poini,  1  do  hcKby  solo.unly  protest  a^aaist 
your  proceeding*,  and  agamsi  any  actot  yours 
iiiai  has  not   my  sanction,  or  the  tanciion  ot 
superior  and  lawfn.ly  constituted  auihomy ; 
and  1  protest  ajjainsi  any  movement  ot    inc 
troops,  or  taking  oi  the  public  stores,  but  m 
contornmy  10  my  ord^^ri. 
Any  ace  whatever,  conaary  to  the  above  pro- 
test, I  can  lool;upon  in  nooihtr  light  than  as 
di>HVowing  and  ccasmg  to  f ecoguize  the  auiho. 
liiy  with  which  1  am  mvrsied  by  government 
for  the  command  of  this  force. 
'      Now  thai  1  have  thus  formally  protested 
against   your  proctcdn>gs,   1  once  more  con- 
iurc  vou  to  r<  llcci  upon  your  conduct.     Look 
into  'the  dange.s  with  which  you  a-e  abr.uc  to 
surround   yourselves,    and   to   the   uei^-h    ot 
Ruilt  you  are  about  to  be  plung^-d.     Let  these 
who  have  dcv(wol  gtcai  part  of  rh.ir  lives  to 
the  service  ot  auir   K^g  and  couiray  co.n- 
iMrc  then  procn:  n»w»ery  wuh   their  past  hap- 
piness.      Let  them  tclL-ci  ihat  they  are  on  the 
point  of    disuniting     ih<imsclvc»    tto.u    their 
Xing   and   country,  which  has   so  n.aly  ^nd 
generously  snpponcO^hcm,  ^r-^  UXcmiK-vu 
Sk.i  ,la.V..uih.Ms.      L...L.  .-■■   .'r■^tK^I^ 
p^ua-n,;n>   .^k  j  .,  um>  to.  L.c  o     :.....>  an-i 
tu  li  in  ^^ll  <-h,  tn   a  p  .>cvo.inre   In  ihc^r  pre- 
fcem  line  ..1  conn.ui,  a.cy  a-cr  lu.'.iy  vy  be    in- 
volved-       Lu    in:n>  .i-a,l>  ve   t  •..'   eXtel.l  of 
w:c.chtdntss  b.-t<ne  tocvr.        :'   ^^-}  ^^''Ve  pa- 
rents   d  iu>  n.iv;-  j^icnub,  tell  ih-iin  they  arc 
Eboui  10  •a;i....J>ui  ih^m  tu  .'I  (,  afJ  iosc  sight 
it.!  ever  ot  iiuir  mothct  cnu.i'iy. 
.     In   siioil,    let  uo  exertion   be  wanting   to 


shew  thero  how  they  have  been  dduded  by 
their  passions,  and  a  false  point  of  bonoar. 
(Signed)         T.G.MONTRESOR, 
Lteuteoant-colootl. 
Sccundfrabad,mh  August,  1809. 
To  captain  Syifcnham,  resident  at  H3racrabad, 
Sir^ — When  I  had  the  honour  of  iraownix. 
ting  to  you  last  night  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  committee  of  officers  in   this  force,  an- 
fwuncuig  their  positive  intention  of  srparatiM 
ihcmsclves    from    my  command,    I     could 
scarcely  entenain  the  most  distant  hope  that  1 
should  be  able  to  succeed  in  my  end  ^vMiis  to 
draw  the  officers  from   the  abyss  of  iinn  m 
which  they  were  about  to  throw  themselves. 
I    thought,    therefore,  that  the  only   ch»xe 
that  remained  was,  after  shewing  them  th^ 
danger  and  guilt  in  the  strongest  light,  to  ad- 
dress myself  to  their  feelings.      I  now  rqoke 
in  having  it  in  my  power  to  say  my  reprwcota- 
tions  have  had  the  happiest  effect  ;  and  I  ear- 
nestly hope  that  government  will  still  l^re 
open  the  road  foi  the  officers  to  reiiirn  frooi 
the  paths  of  error  into  which  they  have  strayed. 
To  quiet  ihe  minds  of  the  officers,  aud  10 
relieve  them  from  an  alarm  which  mUht  pco- 
duce  fatal  effects,  I  have  told  them  thai  until 
I  receive  a  reinforcement  of  troops,  which  I 
tru>ted  (heir  conduct  would  render  unnecessary, 
they  might  be  assured  1  could  not  inak^  a  hos- 
tile attack  on  them  with  his  Majesty *s  33d  re- 
giment, provided  they  pledged  their  word  that 
no  consideration  should  induce  them   in  any 
way  to  u$e  force ap.^inst  his  Majesty's  regiment. 
In  consequence  of  this  all  mutual  distttiRis 
vanished.        I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)    T.  G- Montre&or, 
Lieutenani-coloQct 
Sccunderahad,  Qih  of  August,  1809. 

Fort  St.  George,  i6th  August,  1800. 
Sm,— 1  am  directed  by  the  honourable  ibc 
governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  9th  instant.  , 

Sir  George  Bailow  has  perused  with  great 
satisfaction  the  account  of  the  convcnaiion  be- 
tween you  and  lieuicnani-colcmcl  Mootrcsor, 
wiih  major  Nealc  and  nwjor  Deacon.  The 
governor  anxiously  hopes  that  this  first  indica^ 
lion  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of 
the  llydrabad  force  to  return  to  a  scnac  of 
then  duty,  will  be  shortly  followed  by  that 
full  ai)d  unquahffcd  submission  to  the  aathoriif 
of  the  goveinmcni,  which  can  alone  be  ac- 
ceptcd,  and  which  vou  so  properly  recom- 
mended to  them.  Vou  will  point  out  to  the 
orticcrs  who  proposed  forwarding  an  address  w 
the  governor  general,  that  the  address  roost  be 
{ni  warded  to  the  govcrnor-gencral-in-couocil 
;  •  I'-Mi  St.  Gs-orgc,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  ihe  regui;iiJons 

1  have  the  honour  to  j>e,  «c. 
(Signed;        R.Barclay. 
Capl'iin  Sydenham. 

Enclosure,  No.  34. 

FortSi.G-oigc,  3d  August,  1809. 

\To  bffwnd  in  the  Madras  Occunfum 

-or  Auguu.\  r  L       L  a. 

Here  follow  ihe  proclamttionoi  ibc9ih,&c. 


STATE  PAPERS. 


3^5 


jQcneral  Orders— 9th  of  Aug.  1809, 
[Inserted  in  the  Madras  Occurrences  far 
the  same  Month*] 

Enclosure,  No.  35. 
Private   letter,    dated  6^h   August,    from 
captain     Svdenham,       stating     that    colonel 
Close  had  been  directed  to  leave  Hydrabad. 
Enclosure,  No.  36. 
Letter  from  colonel  Wilkinson,  dated  6th 
Au^u^t,  stating  his  contidcncc  in  the  troops 
be   is  about  to  lead  against  the  mal-contents ; 
and  forwarding   three    letters   from  colonel 
Vcscy. 

Sir,— Just  as  I  was  about  to  leave  this  garrison, 
I  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  of- 
ficers of  the  corps,  which  I  conceive  ir  my 
duty  to  forward  for  your  itjformaiion  ;  from 
the  tenor  of  which  you  will  at  once  sec  how 
useless  it  is  for  me  to  remain  here  longer, 
as  m/  authority,  I  conceive,  will  be  no  lon- 
ger acknowledged. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  P.  H.Vesey. 

Licvit.-colonel. 
Pallamcoitah,  4th  Aug.  1809.     5  P.  M. 
To  lieut  -colonel  Vesey,  commanding  tdbat- 
ialioii6ih  rrgimcnf. 
Sir,  Tinnrvelly. 

Having,  with  extreme  surprize  and  horror, 
learned  that  you  have  received  orders  to  sum- 
mon the  Native  officers  of  the  battalion,  and 
to  convey  to  ihcm  propositions  on  the  part 
of  government,  tenaing  to  withdraw  them 
from  all  connection  with  us,  we  beg  leave  to 
deprecate  such  a  measure  with  all  our  power. 
^A/'c  roust  in  justice  to  them  and  to  our- 
selves declare,  that  we  do  not  think  it  pos- 
sible that  a  connection  which  has  been  ce- 
mented for  yean  could  be  thus  instantan^-ously 
dissolved  ;  wc  oqly  deprecate  the  measure  as 
one  calculated  to  sow  seeds  of  distrust  nnd 
jealousy,  the  future  effects  of  which  it  is  here 
unnecessary  to  dwell  upon. 

(Signed)  J.  Dougal,  capt.  2d  bat.  6th 
reg. —  M.  Cordiner,  stirgeon,  G'h 
reg. —  A^  H.  Hathcrley,  lieut.  2d 
bat.  6ih  reg. — T.  Kennett,  lieut. 
sd  bat.  6ih  reg. — M.  Maul,  lieut. 
2d  bat.  6ih  reg. — D.  Castrnl,  lieut. 
ad  bat.  6fh  reg.— John  Goldinj?, 
lieut.  2d  bat.  6ih,rcg. —  W.  K. 
Thompson,  ensign,  2d  bat.  6ih  reg. 
— N.  M*Ijeod,  ensign,  2d  bar.  6th 
reg. —  Alex.  Tweedie,  ensign,  2d 
bat.  6th  reg. — George  Davis,  lieut- 
2d  bat.  6ch  reg. 
List  of  officers  at  Madura  who  signed  the 
test. 

Letter,  dated  11th  of  August,  from  the 
chief  secretary  of  government  to  colonel 
Wilkinson,  desiring  that  a  part  of  the  12th 
King's  regiment  may  be  sent  to  Mvsore. 

Letter  to  the  Briii&h  envoy  at  Goa  from 
the  chief  secretary  of  government,  on  the 
1 1th  of  August,  desiring  that  a  regiment  may 
l>e  sent  from  Goa  to  Bcilaiy. 

Letter  to  the   chief  secretary  to  govcm- 


August,  reporting  that  he  will  march  after  the 
issue  of  pay. 

Here  follow  some  communications  about 
preparations  for  the  movement  of  troops. 

Communication  infortning  colonel  Wil- 
kinson of  the  military  arrangements  proposed 
by  the  government. 

7th  of  August. — ^"General  Croker  reports, 
that  the  orders- rt'garding  rhe  test  have  been 
carried  into  execution  at  Goniy. 

Letter  of  the  12th  of  August,  appointing 
colonel  Close  10  the  command  of  the  troops 
prepared  for  field  service. 

Report  from  col.  Forbes,  dated  4ih  Atigust. 

Report  from  colonel  Wilkinson,  dated  the 
9th  oi  August. 

To  the  officer  commanding,  ind  to  the  of- 
ficers of  his  majesty's  regiments  serving  in 
India. 

Gentlemen, 
The  time  is  now  arrived,  when  on  the  de- 
cision you  are  called  upon  to  make  depends 
the  fate  of  the  Bntiih  empire  in  Asia.  On 
one  side  you  see  a  loyal  and  patriotic  army, 
the  companions  often  of  your  toils  and  of 
your  glory,  exhausting  every  means  of  pati- 
ent for l)earance  under  the  most  goading  insults 
and  iiijiuies;  on  the  other  hand  you  are  cal- 
led upon  by  their  oppressor,  an  arbitrary  and 
self-erected  despot,  to  be  the  instruments  not 
only  of  their  still  further  degradation,  but 
of  their  total  destruction  ;  you  have  long  seen 
us  endeavouring  by  every  legal  means  to  coun- 
teract the  base  andtyrannica;i>rinciplesoiiwhich 
the  present  government  is  conducted,  and  you  ^ 
now  see  thatlgovcnaoenl  iccurring  to  the  ex- 
trerr.  •  rcson  of  afl)'trory  power,  in  the  hopes 
ot  crushing  for  eve.  the  spirit  and  loyally  of  the 
army,  in  order  10  secure  its  own  impunity, 
in  iliij  auominable  project  it  can  only  succeed 
by  burying  with  itself  the  whole  fabric'of  our 
Indian  empire. 

The  government  has  endeavoured  to  de- 
ceive you  by  false  representation  and  false  rea- 
sonings and  fallacious  hopes  of  success,  while 
it  trembles  frr  its  own  existence.  Facts  how-* 
ever  speak  for  ihemselvis,  and  we  trust  it 
is  not  unknown  to  you,  that  all  our  legal 
endeavours  to  obtain  a  hearing  before  our 
legal  superiors  have  been  baffled,  and  our  at- 
tempts have  only  subjecied  us  to  newinsulu; 
thu.>>  driven  by  the  most  relctit  less  despotism  to 
the  verge  of  desperation,  we  have  resolved  to 
withdraw  our  obedience  from  a  traitor,  who 
wiihes  (o  invc»lvc  his  country  in  his  own  ruin, 
and  we  have  siiU  hopes  ikat  ouretfonsmay 
be  8acce>^ui  in  avciung  the  almost  impending 
ruin  of  our  nation  in  India. 

Those  oiiiccrs  who  have  unfortuujtely  fal-» 
len  victims  to  the  most  abominable  plot,  have 
aHbrded  a  salutary  lesson  to  the  rest  of  the  ar- 
my. 

We  have  now  completely  ascenained  the 
deep  villainy  of  our  oppressor,  and  just  ia 
time  to  avoid  the  gulph  which  was  yawning 
beneath  our  feet. Digitized  by  vjOOQIc 

We  have  the  fullest  confidenceSn  rhe  loy- 


-15(5 


ASTATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I8O9. 


have  it  now  in  our  power  (o  preserve  that  \oy* 
ally  pure  from  seduction. 

Toe  officers  of  the  Benj^l  and  Bombay  aiw 
mifts  hiive  sympathized  m  our  auffenngs* 
they  have  adopted  the  cause  of  ju&tice  and . 
loyahy,  and  promised  the  moat  active  assist* 
tnce. 

Let  us  not,  gemlenien,  repent  of  the  con* 
fidence  we  place  in  your  generous  sentiments. 
^  Let  us  not  suffer  the  mortification  of  teeing 
your  loyalty  and  discert .ment  seduced  hy  the 
false  astertionsy  and  false  reasoning  of  this 
eneiify  of  his  king  and  his  country.  The 
soldiers  of  a  free  country  are  not  formed  to  be 
the  satellites  of  a  despot,  and  we  trust  to 
such  a  state  they  will  never  be  reduced. 

Report  from  colonel  Forbes,  5th  August. 

Rcpon  firom  colonel  Wilkinson,  respecting 
the  seizing  of  public  dispatches  and  signing 
the  pledge. 

Further  report  from  col.  Forbes,  8th  August. 

Order  i6tb  August,  placing  the  officers 
commarnling  in  Travancorc  under  col.  Wil- 
kinson's orders. 

From  colonel  Forbes,  9th  August,  enclosing 
a  modified  pledge  signed  by  several  officers. 
To  lteut.*col.  j^rbea,  commanding  Maldbar 
^  and  Canara. 

Sir.—I  am  directed  by  the  honourable  the 
governof-m-council,  toacknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  and  to  express 
TO  you  his  extreme  concern  at  your  having 
•mitted  to  comply  with  repeated  orders  of  go- 
vernmenr,  communicated  to  you  in  my  letter 
of  the  tt6ch  ultimo* 

I  am  now  directed  again  to  state  to  you  the 
positive  commands  of  the  goyernor-in-council, 
that,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  you  will 
instantly  proceed  to  carry  into  full  effect  the 
orders  communicated  to  you  on  the  &6th  ulti- 
mo, and  10  obtain  from  the  company *s  officers 
under  your  coinmand,  an  unqualifiea  signature 
to  the  declaration  prescribed  in  those  orders, 
and  that  in  the  event  of  their  rcf  using  to  affix 
ibeir  signature  to  the  said  declatation,  ^ou  will 
instantly  remove  them  from  the  exercise  of  all 
military  functions.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        A.  Falconar, 

Chief  Sec.  to  govt. 
Fort  Sr.  George,  18th  Aueust,  1809. 

Report  from  general  Croker,  13th  August, 
forwarding  a  list  of  signatures. 

Report  from  col.  Forbes,  1  ith  August. 
Communication  respecting  the  march  of  troops. 
To  the  chief  secretary  to  government, 
FortSr.  George. 
Sir,— It  is  with  extreme^  regret  that  I  am 
obliged  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
honourable  the  governor-in-couiicil,  that  ihe 
corps  of  this  place,  viz.  the  ist  battalion,  sd 
and  1st  battalion  4th  regiments,  which  had 
been  under  marching  orders  for  sbme  time  past 
and  only  waited  for  the  necessary  camp- 
equipage  and  pay,  have  now  refused  to  move . 
^  Toe  late  measures  of  government  as  car- 
ried into  effect  at  the  presidency  and  Trichino- 
poly  have  created  a  most  violent  ferment 
among  the<>  corps  here.       At   those     places 


rior  in  number  to  th^  native,  the  mettaci 
probably  was  executed  without  difficulty  ',  bat 
faere  where  there  are  seven  batulions  of  sepoyi 
and  a  company  and  a  half  of  artillery  to  our 
one  rrgimeiit,  I  found  it  totally  impossible  to 
carry  the  txuiness  to  the  same  length,  panico- 
larly  as  anv  tumult  among  our  own  troops, 
would  certainly  bring  the  jjeoplc  of  Travao- 
core  upon  us.  It  is  in  vam  tbcrefbre  for  me, 
with  the  small  force  that  I  can  depend  upohi 
to  attempt  to  stem  the  torrent  here  by  any  acts 
of  violence. 

Very  much  vexed,  however,  upon  receiv- 
ing the  accompanying  letter,  signed,  I  believe, 
by  evciy  officer  in  this  cantonment,  except 
captain  Ahmuiy,  quarter-master  of  brigade, 
and  captain  Nixon  of  the  artillery,  the  first 
impulse  that  struck  me,  as  I  could  ix>t  enforce 
the  point,  was  immediately  to  march  off  to 
Trichinopoly  with  my  own  regiment,  and 
leave  them  to  thenuelves,  as  they  would  not 
obey  my  orders.  But  on  cooler  reflection,  be- 
ing conscious  that  such  a  step  would  create 
disturbances  in  the  coutttry  at  such  a  juncture 
I  resolved  to  remain  here  till  I  received  fur< 
ther  orders  from  government. 

Most  sincerely  and  anxiously  do  I  wish  that 
the  present  tumult  may  subside,  without  fa- 
tal consequences,  which,  if  the  present  vio- 
lent measures  are  continued,  I  much  fear  will 
be  the  rase.  If  blood  is  once  spilt  in  the 
cause,  there  is  no  knowing  where  11  may  atop, 
and  the  probable  consequences  may  be,  that 
India  will  be  lost  to  us  for  ever.  So  many  of* 
ficcrs  of  the  army  have  gone  to  such  lengtfis, 
that  unless  a  general  amnesty  is  grained,  tiao' 
quillity  can  never  be  restored. 

The  honourable  the  governor-io-council 
will  not,  I  trust,  impute  to  me  wrong  motives 
for  liaving  thus  given  my  opinion ;  I  am  ac- 
tuated solely  by  anxiety  for  the  public  good  and 
the  benefit  of  my  country,  and  I  think  it  my 
duty,  holding  the  responsible  situation  which 
I  now  do,  to  express  my  seniimeou  at  so  a«> 
ful  a  period. 

Were   there  any  prospecu  of  success,  it 
might  be  right  to  pencverc,  but  where  every 
day's  ckpericnce  proves,  that  the  more  coercive 
the  measures  adopted  are,  the  more  violeru  are 
the  consequences,  a  different  and  more  con- 
ciliatory line  of  conduct  ought  to  be  attempted. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  aervam, 
(Signed)        P.  St  u  a  R  t,  Lieut.-col. 
Commanding  in  Travancorc. 
Quilon,  yih  August,  1809. 

To  licut.-col.  the  hon.  P.  Stuart,  com- 
manding the  forces  inTravancore. 

Sir,— Under  a  full  and  unimpaired  recoUec- 
tioB  of  the  purport  of  an  address  which  some 
of  us,  in  the  name  of  the  whole,  a  few  days 
ago  had  the  honcHir  of  transmining  through 
you  to  the  government  of  Madras,  we,  the 
undersigned,  sensibly  affected  at  the  circum- 
stance which  obliges  us  10  intitide  on  your  at- 
tention matters  immediately  connected  there- 
with, before  time  could  have  been  afforded  for 
the  determinatiim  of  govcrnnoent  being  con- 
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Things  of  importance,  wbeit  required  to 
be  told  at  a  juncture  like  the  presenit  admit  of 
no  preamble ;  we  (herefore  proceed  to  inform 
jrou,  that  authentic  informaiicn  having  been 
received  of  the  determination  of  government 
to  exert  every  resource  under  every  circum- 
stance, and  at  all  risks  to  stifle  the  voice  of 
the  army  (which  has  been  merely  calling  aloud 
lor  justice)  under  the  assumed  designation  of 
qtielling  a  dangerous  insurrection  and  mutiny, 
a  ^hadow  of  which  we  are  convinced  never 
existed,  it  becomes  to  us  a  bounden  duty  not 
only  CO  deny  a  Fiict  thus  unwisely  as  well  as  un- 
justly asiterted,  but  to  exert  every  active  mea- 
sure wi'hin  our  power  to  prevent  the  operation 
c»f  an  assumption  so  publicly  destructive  in 
its  tCfidencY. 

The  orders  of  government,  appointing  cer- 
tain ofEcers  of,  his  Majesty's  service  to  do  du- 
ty with  the  Native  corps  of  the  honourable 
company's  army,  which  were  circulated  at 
this  station  yesterday,  and  which  are  so '  dia- 
metrically opposite  to  the  spirit  of  the  regu- 
lations for  the  guidance  of  the  army,  together 
with  the  very  alarming  communications  re- 
specting threatened  proceedings  in  different 
parts  of  the  Madras  establishment,  which 
nave  from  day  to  day  been  received  from  Tra- 
vancore,  combined  with  the  late  measures  of 
government,  calling  upon  their  officers  for  a 
pledge  of  allegiance  beyond  the  sacred  obliga- 
tions of  their  commissions,  have  all  conspired 
to  excite  a  degree  of  alarm  in  our  mind^ 
which  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  describe. 

Wc  feel  that  a  new  order  of  things  is  intend- 
ed, and  perceive  in  the  change  nothing  lea 
than  a  subversion  by  force  of  the  coiikiiiution 
established  by  the  united  wisdom  of  the  Bri- 
tish Irgislaiurc,  for  the  government  and 
preservation  of  our  country's  empire  in  the 
cast. 

The  dispersion  of  tlie  honourable  company's 
troops,  and,  in  particular  instances,  their  aggra- 
vation under  ihc  coniroul  of  a  su|)crior  Euro- 
pean force  of  his  Majesty's  service,'  plainly  con- 
fess the  object  in  view.  Considering  that  the 
success  of  this  system  of  dividing  in  order  to 
destro\',  must  inevitably  be  attended  with  con- 
sequences as  shocking  to  individuals  as  ruinous 
to  the  state ;  and  firmly  believing  that  the  ob- 
ject, if  legitimate,  is  aicain/»ble  by  measures 
of  very  different  complexion,  wc  feel  our- 
selves compelled  to  state  to  you,  that  we  sec 
a  strict  propriety  in  ur^^ing  that  the  execution 
of  the  order  for  separating  the  force  under 
Tour  immediate  command  at  this  place  should 
be  postponed,  until  the  determination  of  go- 
vernment be  known  on  the  address  forwarded 
by  you  on  the  night  of  the  41  h  instant,  by 
which  time  we  arc  sanguine  in  the  hope 
that  affairs  will  bear  a  more  favourable  as- 
pect. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  very  obedient  servants, 
(Signed^ 
by  50  Officers  of  the  honourable  com- 
pany*t  service. 
Quilon,  7th  August.  1800. 


Enclosure,  N«.  37. 
General  Orders.— 15th  ot  August. 

lifts  fried  in  tbi  Madras  Occurrences  fir 
this  Mmut^ 

Reports  from  general  P^er,  dated  the  4tli 
and  5th  of  August.  ^ 

Fu'ther  report  from  general  Pater,  dated 
the  6th  of  August,  stating  that  the  troops 
were  preparing  to  march,  notwithstanding  his 
orders  to  the  contrary^ 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Barclay,  military  secre- 
tary, &c.  &c. 
Sir,— In  addition  to  what  my  letter  of  thit 
day  will  communicate  to  you,  likewise  or 
the  information  of  the  honourable  ihcp 
vernor  in  council,  1  be|^  now  to  state,  that 
the  Madras  Tappal,  which  ought    to  have 
come  in  last  evening,  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve was  this  morning  seized  by  some  persons* 
probably  at  the  instigation  of  the  garrison, 
and  the  whole  of  iu  contents  has,  in  that 
case,   fallen  into  ihcir   hands.     As  all  thci 
1  appals  m  future  may  share  the  same  fate, 
which  would  be  attended  with  important  in- 
convenience to  the  service,  I  lose  no  time 
in  making  you  acquainted  with  this  occur- 
rence. 

I  beg  likewise  to  transmit  to  you  a  letter 
which  1  have  this  moment  received  from*  an 
officer  belonging  to  the  1st  battalion  84th 
regiment,  which  will  account  for  lieutenant- 
colonel  Fletcher's  silence  tome. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servanty 
(Signed)  J.  Pater, 

Major-gen.  commanding  the 
Northern  division  of  the  army. 
Masulipatam,  6th  August,  1809. 

To  the  officer  commanding  the  northern  divi- 
sion of  the  army. 

Sir,— I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for 
vourinformation,  that,  in consc<iucncc  of  the 
Native  adjutant  of  the  batialion  having  told 
^c  European  adjutant,  that  it  was  colonel 
Fletcher's  intention,  if  the  officers  of  the 
battalion  would  not  agree  with  him  in  what 
he  had  to  acquaint  them  with,  to  seize  all  the 
officers  (ensigns  excepted)  and  send  them  to 
Masulipatam;  I  have  conceived  it  necessary, 
at  the  request  of  the  officers,  to  place  bim 
under  restraint,  for  fear  of  any  unpleasant 
circumstance  taking  place. 

(Signed)        J.Sadler, 
Ellore,  Capt.  1st  bat.  a4th  regt. 

5ih  August,  1809. 

Further  report  from  general  Pater,  dated 
81  h  of  August. 

Report  from  the  collector  respecting  trea* 
sure. . 

Masulipotam,  7th  August,  iScg. 
My  Lord, 
The  accornpanying  letter  having  been  sub- 
mitted iu  major-general  Paicr  for  transmission 
to  your  lordship,  and  the  general  declining 
to  do  so,  we,  at  the  solicitation  of  our  bro- 
ther officers.  mrMt    hurahlv  aurt   r««>iw/>rriJI<« 
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transmit  hercwiih   the  accortipanying  letter, 
and^iih  due  respect  subscribe  ourselves, 
My  Lord, 
your  lordshi^.'s  most  obedient, 

and  faithful  servant*;, 
(Signed)         J.  Sto  r  f.  y,  major. 
A.  Andrews,  captain. 
To  the  Rt.bon.  lord  M into,  gov. -gen. 

&C.&C. 

My  Lord, 

We,  the  officers  of  the  Rarrisoo  of  Masu- 
lipatam,  alluded  to  in  your  order  of  the  20th 
ult.  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  profcs- 
sir>i5  solemnly  to  your  lordsliip  our  unlimited 
loyalty  to  our  king,  our  a'lachment  to  our 
country,  and  out  reverence  for  Its  laws,  and 
our  perfect  content  and  happiness  under  the 
govcriinient  of  the  hoi<mrablc  company,  as 
licretolore  administcrcci ;  but  at  the  same 
time  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  violent, 
oppressive,  and  treacherous  conduct  of  the 
"vovernment  of  fort  Sr,  George,  towards  our 
brother  officers  at  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Madras,  has  driven  us  with  the  utmost 
pain  and  reluctance  to  adopt  measures  for  our 
own  security  against  the  further  efforts  of 
such  conduct  towards  ourselves. 

We  arc  convinced  that  the  attempt  to  se- 
duce the  attachment  of  the  Native  troops 
from  their  Euroj^an  officers,  is  jr^'gnant  with 
the  utmost  danger  to  the  territorial  possessions 
of  our  country  upon  the  Peninsula,  and  that 
success  in  that  attempt  would  ultimately  It-ad 
to  the  destruction  of  every  European  of  what- 
ever country  residing  within  them. 

Wc  conceive  that  the  adoption  of  such  a 
measure  to  reduce  us  to  »uSnns>ioii,  at  a  time 
wlicn  wc  profevsed  our  wilhngncss.  and  rca- 
dmcs&  to  return  to  it,  upon  the  government 
conceding  to  us  the  redress  absolutely  it'(juircd 
to  retrieve  thecharncter  of  iht  army  from  the 
State  of  degradition  into  wliich  it  had  been 
iJunged,  by  the  oiderof  the  1st  of  Miy,  was 
a  species  of  treason  against  the  security  and 
inPerests  of  the  British  nation  in  indin,  and 
an  act  of  the  greatest  IrcAchery  towards  the 
officers  of  the  army.  It  has  destroyed  nil 
confidence  betwixt  us  and  a  government  that 
could  resort  to  such  measures;  and  we  con- 
ceive ourselves  warran  cd  by  ihrm  to  adopt 
on  Our  p-.TTt  such  measures  of  precaution 
as  arc  become  neces<iiry  to  secure  ourselves 
against  the  funher  tlforis  of  such  a  line  of 
conduct ;  and  this  is  the  only  object  wc  have 
in  view,  wc  solemnly  declare  to  your  lordship. 

Instead  of  resorting  to  the  measures  adopt- 
ed upon  the  26ih  ulr.  had  the  government  of 
Madras  published  to  the  army  the  consoling 
and  conciliatory  language  contained  in  youp^ 
lordship's  orders  of  the  2oih  ultimo;  wc 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  coast 
army  would  have  been  at  this  hour  in  a  state 
of  order  and  tranquillity,  instead  of  a  state 
of  anarchy  bordering  on  destruction. 

Even  at  this  hour,  when  our  minds  arc 
agitated  by  a  tempest  of  vindsctivr  passions, 
occasioned  by  the  late  treatment  of  our  broihcr 


officers  at  Madras ;  we  again  profess  our  rca* 
dincss  to  return  to  order  and  regularity,  as 
soon  as  the  sentiments  contained  in  your  lord- 
ship's order  of  the  20th  ult.  arc  adopted  by 
the  government  Mt  Madras,  and  a  pledge  is 
given  in  public  orders  of  a  resolution  to  act 
up  to  the  spirit  of  them.  Your  lordship  will 
then  find  us  instantly  ready  to  meet  every 
wi^h.  a*;  stared  lo  be  tnc  object  of  your  joui- 
ncy  to  NL>ut  as. 

(Signed)        J.  Storey,  Major. 
A.  Andrew,  Captam. 

For  and  on  behalf  of  the  officer*  of  the 
Masuhpatam  garrison. 

To  major-general  F.  Gowdie,  commanding 
the  army  in  chief. 

Sir, 

The  precarious  state  of  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  coa^C  army, 
loudly  calling  upon  every  loyal  Briton  to 
step  forward  with  promptitude,  and  to  lea?e 
nothing  unattempted  which  might  promise 
to  be  in  any  way  conducive  to  the  restora- 
tion of  that  conndeoce  and  good  order,  so 
essentially  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
the  state ;  certain  officers  at  this  station  (hav- 
ing obtained  permission  from  the  officer  com- 
manding in  Travancore)  m*?t  together  a  few 
days  ago,  and  drew  up  a  respectful  address 
to  the  houQuralde  Sir  George  Barlow,  Bart, 
and  K.  B.&c.  &c.  which  having  been  8u.b- 
mited  to  the  honourable  lieutenant  colond 
^tua^t,  was  by  him  forwarded  to  govern- 
ment direct  ;  the  shortest  channel  claiming 
thep  eferen.e,  as  the  exigency  of  the  tim^ 
admitted  of  no  delav. 

We  have  now  the  honour  of  enclosing  a 
copy  of  that  address,  which  we  sincerely 
hope  may  be  found  to  merit  your  approbation 
and  supf)ort. 

The  information  which  we  have  since  ob- 
tained, from  the  most  respectable  authority, 
of  the  means  rconed  toby  the  officer  com- 
manding^ the  Southern  division  of  the  army 
to  arrest  such  of  our  officers  as  did  not  sign  a 
certain  declaration  tendered  to  them  for  that 
purpose,  and  of  their  treatnoent  afterwa  d«, 
has  imposed  on  us  an  indispensable  obli- 
gation of  seizing  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
convey  to  you  our  firm  and  most  solemn  pro- 
test against  the  conduct  of  that  officer,  at 
tending  not  only  to  su'ly  thehonouiable  tha- 
racter  of  the  profesbion  of  arms,  but  to 
bring  reproach  and  discredit  on  the  govern- 
ment, and  disgrace  upon  the  hitherto  untar- 
nished name  of  the  country  at  large. 

Wc  believe  that  this  transaction  is  without 
a  parallel  in  the  modern  history  of  civilized 
nations,  even  in  their  most  inveterate  contests 
of  intestme  war  j  and,  however  much  the 
reputation  of  thai  army,  which  has  now  the 
honour  of  serving  under  you,  may  have  been 
traduced,  or  its  character  misinterpreted,  surely 
rio  part  of  its  conduct  can  be  brought  in  jusii- 
ficaiion,  or  even  in  excuse  for  such  a  detesta- 
ble proceeding.        eHbyL^OOJllL,.        ' 

it  IS  true,  Sir,  this  army,  m  which  you 
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•re  It  the  head,  has  been  broadly  siigmaiizf  d 
with  the  foul  charge*  of  mutiny  and  sedition, 
and  that  part  of  it,  with  which  we  serve, 
held  up  to  the  public  as  prominently  guilty; 
supported,  however,  by  Conscious  innocence, 
wc  have  borne  in  silence  the  unmerited  accu- 
lation,  resting  confident  the  time  would  ar- 
rive whea  government  undeceived,  would 
come  forward  with  a  dignified  acknowled^i- 
ment,  that  we  were  not  the  men  we  had  been 
designated  to  be. 

We  looked  up  to  you,  sir,  as  being  from 
long  experience  sensible  of  the  ardent  lov- 
•Ity  of  this  insalted  army,  best  able  to  speak 
in  its  drfencr,  and  to  a-,surc  the  govcFinncni 
it  was  impossible  that  the  mrn,  amidst  whom 
you  had  spent  so  large  a  ponion  of  your  lift-, 
in  an  inderaiij*ab!e  discharge  of  rvfriy  duty  under 
all  harcfihips,  and  in  every  season  of  diHtrtilty 
and  danger,  could  ever  be  guilty  of  such  in- 
famous crimes.  But  wc  have  listened  in 
vain  lor  the  voice  of  the  friend  and  defenders, 
and  have  discovered  no  trace  of  the  protecting 
sfa'ieldof  the  legitimate  guardian  of  our  righs 
and  of  our  fame.  -  Suffer  us  not,  Sir,  wc  most 
earnestly  beseech  you,  to  be  driven  to  despair ; 
interpose  at  this  awful  crisis  between  govern- 
naentand  the  army.  It  is  not  yet  too  late,  a 
general  amnesty  for  all  that  had  passed,  a  dis- 
avowal of  colonel  Wilkinson**  conduct  at 
Trichtnopoly,  and  an  assurance  of  future  en- 
quiry into  alleged  grievances,  would,  we 
are  convinced,  instantly  produce  the  most  sa- 
lutary effects. 

(Signed)  by  numerous  names. 

Quilon,  25th  August,  1 609. 
Dear  Barclay, 

It  is  natural  tjjat  I  should  be  concerned  at  the 
governor  in  council's  distrust  of  me.  that  was 
tooapparent before  the  lateexp'osion,  but  the 
continuanceofwhichsincehasexceedinglydis- 
tressed  and  affected  me.  It  was  long  ago  re- 
ported that  government  had  deliberated  in 
suspending  me,  for  having  signed  an  address 
to  Major  Boles ;  when  any  discourse  passed 
respecting  it,  my  replv  waS,  that  I  relied  tt>o 
much  on  the  justice  of  a  British  government, 
to  suppose  it  capable  of  adopting  such  a 
measure  towards  me,  without  affording  me 
an  opportunity  of  explaining.  Had  any 
tuch  an  opportunity  been  at  any  time  afford- 
ed me,  I  was  prepared  to  state,  that  1  disa- 
vowed and  disclaimed  the  a(!  Uea^  to  major 
Boles,  which  had  been  censure<l  l»y  govern- 
ment, and  that  the  addres^t  ir.r  wliich  I  am 
responsible,  still  remains,  to  the  t>est  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief,  in  the  escruitore 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Cuppage.  I  am  fres 
to  confess,  that  I  regarded  the  case  of  major 
Boies  a»  one  entitled  to  a  consideration,  not 
at  2ll  as  affe(:ting  major  Boles  personally  , 
bat  in  its  eventual  application  to  every  sol- 
ciier.  1  saw  a  dangi  r  in  it  inviting  discus- 
sion in  an  army,  on  so  delicate  a  question  as 
the  limit  to  obedience  ;  and  I  certainly 
thought  that  government  should  lose  na^^or- 


tion  of  its  dignity  or  its  authority,  by  setting 
at  rest  a  question  which  no  human  means 
could  pfcv  nt  the  a^tation  of,  while  Boles 
and  Capper  rema  ned  suspended  ;  farther 
than  this  I  neVer  went.  When  I  read  the 
general  orders  of  he  1st  •f  May,  and  heard 
itwhipered,  that  the  suspension  of  myself 
was  also  impending,  I  wrote  to  colonel  Cup« 
page  for  a  ctjpyot  the  address  the  only  ad- 
dress  that  I  avow;  1  now  transmit  it  to  ycu 
as  I  received  it  from  Colonel  Cuppage. 
Thf  paper  censured  by  g  .vernment  ap- 
peared to  me  open  to  censure,  and  I  not 
only  in  coujunction  with  colonel  Cuppage 
disavovvid  it  and  disapproved  of  it,  but  I 
strongly  u-gcd  its  supj^resHion  ;  its  s  jppres- 
sion  was  in  c.nse.juence  promised,  and  mea- 
sures for  the  piwpose  taken,  but  unfortu- 
nately one  day  too  late.  Here  you  have 
the  history  of  that  paper,  in  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned  ;  respecting  that  now  transmitted 
it  will  appear  strong,  but  it  is  n.verthel  it 
true,  ^hat  wh?D  I  au:horized  Cuppage  to  af- 
fix my  signature,  I  had  not  reati  the  paper. 
My  signature  having,  however,  been  affixed 
ro  it  I  must  be  considered  as  responsitde, 
but  then  the  paper  itself  still  remains,  and 
will  perhaps  ever  remain,  a  dead  letter. 

I  should  hi>pe  that  this  explanation  will  be 
regarded  as  not  unsatisfactory.  The  expla- 
nation is  now  due  to  my  own  characer,  and 
it  will,  I  trust,  remove  from  the  mind,  of  Sir 
G.  Barlow,  all  suspicion  of  my  being  on  any 
giound  lukewjrm  in  the  cause  of  govern- 
ment. 

I  remain,  &c.  &c." 
(Signed)      C.   xMACAULAY- 

Lieut.  Cot,  Barclay. 


Sir, 


Major  Boles,  &c.  &c. 


We,ihe  undersigne  1  officers  .of  the  Ma- 
dras army  cannot  re/rain  rom  expressing  our 
deep  regret  at  the  severe  punishment  in- 
flicted on  you, tor  an  act,  which,  in  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view,  appears  o  us  to  have 
been  only  necessary  in  obedience  to  consti« 
tued  authority, 

Without  presuming  to  investigate  matters 
of  government  in  its  conduct  towards  you, 
or  to  question  for  a  moment  the  policy  of  Ji 
measure  which  we  do  not  profe:S  to  under- 
stan  i,  we  cannot  but  consider  your  case  as 
pe  ullaily  involving  the  dearest  interests  of 
the  army.  We  therefore  feci  ourseives  cal- 
led upon  to  dtrl.ire  our  warm  approbation 
of  that  comiuct,  hy  which  you  appear  ions 
to  have  nobly  suppcrel  the  respectability 
of  the  situation  iu  wiiich  you  were  placed. 

In  ronveying  to  you,  Sir,  our  sense  of  the 
public  spirit  whioh  actuated  you  on  late  try- 
ing occasions,  we  cannot  overlook  the  great 
personal  inconvenience  to  which  it  has  ex- 
posed you,  an  i  we  feel  proud  in  sharing  with, 
our  biothcr  viTicer^  lie  honour  of  paying 
mmthly  to  ynur  order,  a  sum  equivalent  to 
tke   ttduwuiic«|itift^t5^tjfl9^^khaTe  been 
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deprived  ^y  your  suspension  from  the  service 
and  from  oHiice. 

We  have  the  honour,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed) 
Camp  Paroor, 
23a  March,  1809. 

Seringapat^pi,  24th  May,  180D. 
Dear  Ma  aulay, 
1  received  your's  this  morning.  I  send  you 
the  copy  you  desire,  the  original  paper  is 
still  in  my  p  bsessi.  nanH  was,  not  intended 
to  be  ^ivcn  Boles  till  I  reached  hea-Uquar- 
ters.  It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  notice  to 
you.  that  i  have  lieard  that  your  name  ap- 
])earetJ  in  copies  of  the  address  to  Boles, 
'which  came  to  Mysore. 

I  have  quoted  to  general  Gowdie  the  2A 
paragraph  of  the  add  ess,  and  said,  that  it 
appeared  tome  a  pap  r  .hus  adur&tbed.  was 
most  hu.iourble.  I  hav<-  not  alto  wed  ^nv 
cop)  of  this  paper.  1  think  you  are  enti- 
tled to  it,  a^  I  subscribed  your  name  by  your 
de!>ire. 

Your*a  with  esteem, 
(Signed)  J.CUPPAGE. 

To  the  right   honovrable  lord   Minto,  go- 
'    vernor^generaMncuuuci],  &c.     Fort    St. 
George. 

My  loid. — I  do  myself  the  honour  to  'ay 
beforeyour  lordship,  a  copy  ofaletter  which 
I  h4\e  just  received  from  lieuteniint-coluiiel 
Moiitresor,  togeth.  r  with  an  address  to  your 
hardship,  from  the  officers  in  the  honourable 
company's  service  at  Secunderabad  .  aii'l  the 
several  papers  of  declarations  which  have 
been  subscriUed/by  those  ollicers. 

I  have  dispatchel  copies  of  the  address 
and  de  tatatiun  to  lieuteriani  co'ouel  Dove- 
ton  in  the  hopes  that  they  WAy  be  signed 
by  all  t lie  company's  oihccriiberving  with  the 
detachments  iu  Btrrar. 

I  trust  I  shal  he  pardoned,  if  I  venture  to 
express  an  earn  st  hope,  that  your  lor  i^hip 
ni.iy  be  induced  to  exxend  your  clemency 
aii'l  favor  to  the  officers  of  the  Hylrabad 
sub.sifliury  fo  ce.  It  is  impossible  to  o^cr  any 
excuses  for  their  late  procee  ting^,  but  it 
would  be  injustice  to  them,  not  to  declar^, 
that  tliey  appear  fully  sensible  of  their 
error;  an',!  trust,  that  they  wi'l  hereafter 
be  anxiou*  to  merit  your  l.>r(lbhlp's  C4>n6 
deuce  and  t;ood  opiuioQ  /by  the  propriety  of 
their  C'Miduct.  '' 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  greatest  respect. 
My  'ord, 
yourlor  sh  p'sjnosr  obedient, 
humble  servant, 
(Aligned)      Tho.mas  Syuunham, 

resident.  ■ 
Hydrabad,  August  Uth,  1809. 

To  the  right  honourable  U>r  I  Minto,  go- 
v£.  nor-general    &c   &c.  &c. 
My   'oru  — We  the  undersigned  oAicers 
of  the  lijuourable  company's  army,  attached 


to  the  Hydrabad  subsidiary  force  are  fully 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  dangers  thac 
threaten  the  country;  and  not  lest  actuated 
by  those  firm  sentiments  of  ipyaity  and  p»- 
tiiotism,  from  which  we  have  never  depart- 
ed, be|^  leave  to  assure  vour  lord>»hip,  that 
we  chiefly  attribute  tne  want  of  success 
that  attend  d  colonel  Close's  mission,  to  the 
sudd  n  and  u.  expected  manner  in  which  he 
presen  edthe  test  that  was  proposed  for  our 
sii;natures.  Relying,  however,  as  we  are 
now  disposed  to  do,  upon  the  justice,  cle- 
mency, and  wisdom  of  your  loidship.  we  do 
not  hesitate  in  avowing  our  determtnatton 
to  abiJe  by  your  lordship's  decision  ;  and,  as 
a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  our  prindples, 
have  subscribeil  to  the  test  which  now  ac- 
companies this  address;  at  the  same  time, 
trusting  to  your  fordkhv^'s  gener6sit  in 
granting  a  general  amnesty  to  us,  and  all 
those  who  have  engaged  in  the  iate  unhappy 
events. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect. 
My  lord,  vour  lordship's 
Faithful,  humble  servants, 
Signatur  s  of  59  officers. 

We  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  ho* 
nourable  company's  service,  do,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  declare,  upon  our  word 
of  honour  as  British  officers,  that  we  will 
obey  the  orders,  and  support  the  authority, 
of  the  honourable  the  governor  in  councu 
of  fort  St.  George,  agreeably  to  the  tenor 
of  the  commissions  which  we  hold  from  that 
goverimicnt. 

Signatures  of  seven  officers. 

Here  follow  other  decorations  to  the  same 
effect. 

From  colonel  Montr esor  to  colonel  Bar* 
clay,  dated  12th  August,  reporting  the  cir- 
cumstances communicated  on  the  1 1th  to 
lord  Minto. 

Reports  of  the  1 2th  from  captain  Syden- 
ham. 

(Copy,) 
To  the  right  honourable  lord   MisCo,  go* 
vernor- general,  &c.  &c. 
My  Lord, 

The  knowledge  of  your  lordship's  inten- 
tion to  proceed  to  Fort  St  George,  appears 
to  have  iliffiised  general  confidence  among 
all  rankii  of  officers  at  tliis  .station  Your 
lordship  will  learn  the  several  evebts  which 
have  ta'^en  pla  e  in  the  cantonments  at 
Sccunderabad,  from  the  offi  ial  reports 
which  were  made  by  colonel  Close  to  major- 
general  Gowdie,  and  Sir  Geor^se  Barlow. 

Intelligence  has  reached  the  minister, 
that  the  British  detachment  at  Jaulna  bad 
moved  towards  Hyd>abad,  but  the  latest 
accounts  which  I  had  received  from  lieu- 
tenant colonel  Dovetog,  and  which  are  da- 
ted on  ^he  6th  of  August,  do  not  allude 
to  any  movement  of  the  troops  from  Jaulna; 
I  therefore  conclude  that  the  intelligence 
which  has  b^n  received  in  the  city  is  pro. 

mature.  "  Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 


STATE  PAPERS. 


301 


The  troops  at  this  ttation  coutinue  to 
conduct  theimeWei  with  their  usual  regula- 
nt>  and  decorum;  the  jealousy  between  his 
maj  ^tv's  rei^ment  and  the  company *s  troops 
appear « to  b"  in  H>n[ie  degree  abated,  and, 
I  «'usc,  it  wil  be  in  the  power  of  lieutenant- 
cul"Mel  '  ontre'^or  to  pre  ent  any  farther 
cummociou  in  the  cantonments,  till  some 
me'lfure.'i  can  be  taken  by  the  goverumeot 
to  put  an  em)  to  the  present  evils. 

The  moAt  complete  inform  tion  of  the 
difTerence  between  the  officers  and  the  go- 
vernment, is  possessed  by  all  descriptions 
of  people  i..  the  city.  It  is  generally  be- 
lieved, that  the  whole  of  the  subsidiary 
force  will  shortly  ma  ch  towards  the  Car- 
natic ;  but  there  are  virious  conjectures  re- 
lative to  the  prcci«e  object  of  so  extraoi di- 
nar y  a  movement.  His  h  ghness  the  nizam 
was  cons'lerably  alarme«l,  when  these  ru> 
muu  s  first  reached  him ;  but  when  he  re- 
ceived n  assurance  from  me,  that  there 
was  no  just  cause  of  apprehension,  and  that 
in  any  events  I  should  remain  near  his  high- 
ness *s  person,  he  recovered  his  confidence, 
and  scarcely  mentioned  the  subject 

I  have  made  conmunication  to  colonel 
C'ose,  rel  tive  to  the  march  of  the  Poonah 
subsi-  iary  force  across  the  Godavery,  in 
the  event  of  the  Berar  detachment  moving 
from  Jaulna  towards  Hydrabad;  as  soon 
as  I  hear  from  colonel  Close  upon  the  sub- 
ject,  1  shall  lose  no  time  in  submitting  to 
your  lordship*s  notice,  a  plan  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontier  of  the  nizam«  dunog  the 
present  alarming  situation  of  affairs 

With  regard  to  the  officers  belonging  to 
the  Hydtabad  subsidiary   force;  I -am  well 
convinced  that   a  general   pardon  for  past 
ofFences  coming  from  your  lordship's  autho- 
rity, will  uduce  the  majority  of  the  officers 
to   return  immediately  to  their  duty,  and 
their  obedience  to  the  government.     1  ima- 
gine,that  they  are  willing  to  abstain  from  any 
f.1.  ther  mention  of  theghevanres  under  which 
they  suppose  themselves  labouring;  they  seem 
to  wish  to  le^vethem  to  the  decision  of  the 
honourable  the  court  of  directors,  and  a:l 
that  they   expect  from  your  10rdship*s  cle- 
mency   and    indulgence,   is,   security    for 
themselves  ;4nd  their  brother  officers. 
1  l)4ve  the  honour  to  br» 
with  ihc  nrrarrst  rcspcot, 
My  I^rd, 
your  lordship's  mu«t  obedient, 

and  faithful  humble  servant, 
(Signed)        Tuomas  Sydenham, 
Resident. 

Hydrabad,  1 1th  August,  1809. 
(A  true  copv.) 
(Signed)        Thomas  Stdenuam, 
'  Resident. 

Further  communications  from  captain 
Sydenham  on  the  1 1th  and  12th  of  August. 

From  colonel  CI«te»  dated  7rb  of  August, 
acknowledging  ibc  KCt^  ^i  letten,  and 


slating  that  he  w  11  proc^  OQ  his  rout  to 

Poonah. 

,  From  rl  e  sime»  dated  tsth  of  August, 

Furih.-r  communicatiom  from  colonel 
Close. 

Captain  Sydenham  reportty  that  an  expreti 
letter  had  been  uken  from  the  pub'ic  mail. 

Re-appoinimcm  of  colonel  Close  to  the 
tiibsidiary  force  at  Hydrabad* 

Capiam  Sydenham,  on  the  idth  of  August, 
forwards  a  letter  from  colonel  Dovetoo. 

To  captain  Thomas  Sydenham,  resident 
at  Hydrabad. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honour  to  re port>  tht  your  in- 
formation,   that  another  peremptoiy  call  for 
the  detachment  to  move«  has  been  received 
from  the  committee  at  Seconderabad. 

On  receiving  this  information,  I  lott  no 
time  in  a«4embling  commaixlmg  officers  of 
corps  and  others  at  ipy  quarters,  and  of  ex« 
pressing  to  them  my  determination  not  to  per* 
mit  any  part  of  the  troops  under  my  com* 
mand  to  move  on  such  a  call.  I  have  leaioa 
to  suppose,  that  they  have,  in  coosequeocet 
again  given  up  tbe  idea ;  at  the  same  time» 
it  IS  necessary  I  should  state  to  you  explicidy, 
that  if  these  demands  are  repeated,  and  tho 
regular  dawkes  do  not  arrive  (a  circumstance 
which  has  excited  a  fresh  abrm  in  their 
minds  of  the  hostile  intemions  of  govern* 
#n>em^  1  despair  of  being  again  able  to  pre* 
vent  It. 

I  have  tbe  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)        J.  DovBTONf 

Lieut.-co).  commandinf^ 
detachment  in  fierar. 
Jaulna,  pth  Aug.  igoQ. 

P.  S.—  I  want  worcU  to  express  to  you  the 
ferment  which  now  exists  in  toe  minds  of  the 
officers  here. 

(Signed)  J.  DoviTOM, 

Lieut.-colooeU 
(A  true  copy.) 
(Signed)       Thos  Sydenham, 

Resident. 
Letter  from  captain  Sydenhatn  to  lieute- 
nant-colonel Dovcton,  commanding  the  de* 
tachment  in  Berar,  expressing  his  utisfaction 
at  colonf  1  Dovcton's  success  in  preventing  the 
m^rch  of  the  Jaulna  force. 

Reports  of  the  13th  and  i6ih  from  captain 
Sydenham. 

From  Mr.  Cole,  dated  iSth  of  August. 
Letters  from  colonel  Clote,  dated  I3(h  and 
14th  of  August,  mentioning  the  accounu  he 
has  received. 

Letters  from  colonel  Montresor  and  captain 
Sydenham,  mentioning  that  the  Jaulna  forct 
had  resolved  to  march,  and  forwarding  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Jenkins  at  Nagpore. 

86ih  of  August. — Leiter  directing  colonel 
Close  to  assume  command  of  the  troops  at 
Hydrabad,  or  of  tbe  force  assembling  in  tbe 
ceded  districts,  as  may  appear  most  expedient 
xm  himself.  digitized  by  L^OOgle 
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Enclosure,  No.  le. 

Masnlipatam, 
I5fh  August,  1809. 

Sir, — Wc  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  at  the  request  of  «hc  officers  of  the 
garrison,  that  it  is  their  earnest  desire,  to 
av^dit  in  good  order  and  tranquillity,  the 
arrival  on  the  coast  of  ihe  most  hommrablc 
the  j^overnor-gencral  lord  Mmto. 

Relying  on  the  purity  of  our  intentions, 
and  our  unimpaired  loyahy  to  our  king  and 
country,  wc  look  forward  with  confidence  to 
bis  presence  to  restore  "«der,  and  to  remove 
the  unhappy  agitation  pervading  the  minds  of 
ihe  officers  of  the  co.ist  army. 

We  do  intreat  that  we  may  not  be  driven 
to  the  extremity  of  resorting  to  measures  of 
aclf-defence. 

Anarchy  and  bloodshed,  and  the  ruinous 
clfccts  which  may  result  therefrom  10  the  in- 
terests of  our  honourable  employers,  arc 
viewed  by  us  with  those  sentiments  which 
should  ever  animate  the  ofiBcers  of  any 
armv. 

We  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
communicate  to  the  government  our  deter- 
mination, to  perform  the  duties  required  of 
us  a<  good  and  loyal  soldiers,  in  the  full  ex- 
pectation of  receiving  every  redress  fiom  the 
wisdom  of  the  supreme  power. 

(Signed)        J.  Storey, 
N  Major. 

Aug.  Andrews, 

Captain. 
To  mnjor-gencral  Pater,  cr^mmanding 

the  northern  division  of  the  army. 

To  the  adjaiani-gcr.rral  of  the  army. 
Sir, — By  my  Iciier  of  yesterday,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief will  jKrreive,  that  the  ex- 
press under  d.itc  the  q;h  instant,  was  deliverrd 
to  mc  only  on  ihe  I4sh,  and  will  account  for 
any  apparent  deby  in  theexecution  of  his  or- 
ders ;  on  the  receipt  of  which  having  no 
other  means  of  m^iking  the  requisite  com- 
munication to  the  Native  commissioned,  and 
European  and  Native  noii-commissioned  and 
privates  of  the  corps  in  garrison  at  Masultpa- 
tam,  I  determined  immediately  to  order  the 
whole  oi  thr  troops  on  parade.  In  a  short 
time  afier  ihe  dispatch  ol  that  order,  I  had 
a  viiit  from  major  Haslewood,  by  whom  1 
was  informed,  that  two  officers,  deputed  by 
the  garrison,  were  upon  the  road  to  my  gar- 
den, for  the  express  purpose  of  declaring 
the  intention  of  the  garrison  lo  pay  implicit 
obedience  to  all  my  orders.  Scarcely  an 
hour  had  passed,  when  ni^jor  Storey  and 
captain  Andrews  were  at  my  house,  and  per- 
sonally communicated  to  me  their  disposition 
to  subuiit  entirely  to  my  authority,  and-that 
they  were  ready  to  use  their  influence  with 
their  brother  officers  to  bring  them  all  to  my 
opinion,  assuring  me  as  a  reason,  that  they 
were  moved  to  this  change  of  conduct  from  a 
consideration  of  saving  an  effijsicn  oi  blood, 
atir;  preventing  the  alarms  and  ealamitifs  that 
mij;ht  eventually  reach  and  weaken  the  present 


efforts  in  the  arduous  contest  of  their  country. 
After  repeating  and  recapitulating  acmimcmi 
to  this  eH'ect,  they  expressed  a  desire^  that  I 
should  delay  my  proceeding  to  the  fori,  tintil 
I  received  some  further  intimation  from  them ; 
this,  however,  I  was  determined,  should  in 
no  way  influence  or  retard  the  mcasuccs^hai  I 
had  proix)sed  to  put  in  execution  ;  in  which 
determination  I  was  more  especially  guided, 
by  private  information,  that  a  considerable 
body  of  the  officers  and  thc^  troops  were  not 
inclined  to  submit  unconditionally  to  the  au- 
thority of  government ;  therefore,  without 
wailing  for  further  notice  from  major  Storey, 
or  captain  Andrews,  I  repaired  to  the  fojt 
befbfc  the  hour  appoiiitcd,  conceiving  my 
presence  might  brtiig  tneir  deliberations  to 
some  beneficial  result ;  on  approaching  the 
fort  I  was  met  by  m^jor  Hazlewood,  whose 
report  unhappily  conHrm^d  the  inieiligciKe 
that  I  had  privatelv  rercived,  and  who  inti- 
mated his  apprehension,  that  the  troops  couW 
not  he  in  readiness  for  the  parade  at  the  time 
I  had  appointed.  I  told  him  the  orders  had 
been  given,  and  could  not  be  revoked  ;  stall 
events,  I  was  determined  that  1  would  be  per- 
sonally satislied  of  the  real  state  of  the  gar- 
rison. Having  emered  the  fort,  I  expressed 
my  desire  to  the  officers  commanding  the 
corps,  that  they  nvij>ht  be  assembled  on  parade 
with  the  least  j)cs  ible  delay*  and  a  little  after 
five  I  found  jhe  Madras  European  regiment 
under  arms:  on  presenting  myself  before  the 
colours  of  the  corp<,  I  was  received  with  the 
usual  cercmon.es  of  respect,  the  hand  play- 
ing **  God  save  the  King  ;"  the  music  having 
ceased,  I  addressed  the  corps  expressing  the 
deep  concern  I  fell  on  the  late  unhappy  evenw, 
and  my  earnest  hopes  and  expectations,  that 
one  and  all  would  return  to  a  proper  sense  of 
their  duty,  and-  their  obedience  to  all  the 
orders  of  government,  by  whose  command  I 
had  been  directed  to  assemble  them  on  parade, 
and  that  I  should  read  a  paper,  under  that 
authority,  which  1  had  been  oidcred  to  com- 
municate to  them. 

I  then  delivered  the  paper  to  be  read,  te 
major  Cosby,  who  at  my  desire  hadaccon- 
panied  nie  to  the  fort,  which  though  he  i)egan 
to  read  sufficiently  loud  to  be  heard,  and  was 
rather  in  advance  of  me,  and  I  was  standing 
far  within  the  point  from  which  such  com- 
munications are  usually  made,  the  senior  of- 
ficer, captain  Andrews,  advancing  a  frw 
paces,  made  a  request  thafmajor  Co&bj'  would 
approach  siill  nearer  to  the  corps,  that  be 
might  be  disiinctlv  heard  by  all  the  men.  I 
think  it  proper  to  notice  these  circumstancest 
as  it  appeared  in  conviction  of  the  perfect 
reliance  of  the  officers  on  the  men,  and  I 
lament  to  say,  that  the  result  manifested  too 
plainly,  that  their  confidence  was  tK)t  unfound- 
ed :  when  the  paper  bad  been  read,  1  again 
addressed  the  corps,  desiring  those  v. ho  were 
willing  to  returri  to  their  duty  and  obedience 
L^  govcrnn>ent,  wouldxecover  their  armsaod 
Tall  out  in  front;  but  I  am  grieved  to  state, 
that  not  a  iif^ait^stiicv'^^'i^icaicd  any  wil- 
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lin(;orss  to  advance.  I  remained  in  my  posi- 
tion for  four  or  five  minutes;  immediately 
after,  in  one  voice,  extending  throu^ih  ihc 
whole  lin^,  ihcy  exclaimed,  '*  our  oHicers  I 
our  officers  !  our  officers  1"  AU  again  was 
silent;  but  on  turning  to  proceed  to  the  riehc 
{lank.  I  heard  a  shout,  which  commenceoin 
the  left  wing,  of  **  grievances  grievances;" 
and  upon  stepping  up  to  the  company  that 
appeared  most  clamourous,  and  desiring  to 
know  what  grievances  they  had  lo  state,  ihcy 
exclaimed,  *' our  officers  have  been  unjustly 
used — a  licutenaniN  ptriod  of  service — Ben- 
gal allowances."  The*c  sentences  were  run- 
nir.j;  through  the  line,  and  lo  prevtrve  oidcr 
the  officers  in  charge  moved  foiwaid,  and  re- 
ported, the  same  sentiments  prevailed  in  their 
respr CI ivc  companies.  1  signified  that  I.shoufd 
rejiori  wha:  had  occurred  and  finding  that 
further  effiorts  to  bring  this  corps  to  a  sense  of 
iisduty  could  be  of  no  avail,  I  directed  the 
senior  officer  to  move  it  oif  to  the  barracks, 
when  the  tame  ceremonies  were  observed  as 
on  my  fiisi  appearence  on  paiade,  and  after 
the  salute   the  senior  officer  moved  out  a  few 

faces  lo  the  front,  and  said,  **  j^ener^l  Pater, 
hop^  you  do  not  doubt  or  haibour  any  sus- 
picion of  the  loyalty  of  this  corps.  I  do  de- 
clare to  you*  sir,  upon  rtiy  snc red  honour,  in 
front  of  these  colours,  thai  there  is  not  an 
officer,  or  a  n^an,  who  would  not  (icely  shed 
the  last  drop  of  his  blood  in  dr fence  of  his 
kinjcand  country  ;  but  we  have  suffered  ccr- 
um  grievances,  which  we  require  to  be  re- 
drcjkscd,  and  which  have  occasioned  the  pre- 
icnt  agitation  throughout  the  army.'* 

This,  under  some  variety  of  expres'iion, 
but  all  tcndmg  to  the  same  pur|X)s<',  was  re- 
peated byc.jptain  Andrews,  at  ihc  monjcut  of 
rov  Icavinv;  his  parade.  After  the  corps  hjd 
breii  uhfeled  into  companies,  ihcy  gave  thrr-e 
chrers,  and  again  exclaimed,  "our  officers! 
air  officers!  the  last  drop  of  blood  for  our 
officers  r 

I  next  proceeded  to  the  battalion,  which 
^was  therr  marching  up  lo  the  paiaJr  in  C(jlunins 
of  companies,  and  beuig  wheeled  into  line, 
the  same  ceremonies  were  observed  as  upon 
iTiy  appearence  before  the  M.idras  European 
rt:>;imciu.  I  then  be^jan  by  exhorting  the 
N^iiive commissioned.  non-c(.mrnissioned,  and 
pnva'es,  to  return  ro  a  due  ol)scrvancc  of  all 
i>fdcr8  from  KOvernrDerj',  in  nearly  the  same 
rxprrsstons  I  h?  1  uttered  to  the  other  corps, 
a»ul  after  p:<  ^'  li-v;  ihem  for  the  purpose,  by 
RJvi.ig  (ht  W'  ",  '•  .jicniion,"  1  directed  the 
re*olu«ions  of  i.«jvMnincnt  lo  be  explained  to 
ih<m,  which  htinjzdone,  I  desired  thoiC  who 
wiihed  to  take  the  benefit  offered  by  those  re- 
solutions to  recover  their  arms,  and  step  for- 
ward ;  but  here  again  I  had  to  feel  the  same 
roortification  which  1  had  experienced  on  the 
parade  of  the  Madras  European  regiment ; 
aiKl  I  am  sorry  to  report,  that  there  was  not 
39  individual  who  moved,  or  seemed  incli- 
ned to  move  to  the  front.  Having  thiis  failed 
in  my  attempts  to  prevail  upon  this  corps  also 
to  icturo  to  tbcijf  duty,  I  directed  ibcm  to 


march  to  tb«  barracks,  when  the  compliment 
of  respect  was  observed  as  usual,  but  when 
wheeled  into  open  column,  and  put  od  their 
march,  the  corps  gave  three  shouts  of  **  de- 
sire !  disorder !"  The  Europeans^  on  hear- 
ing this,  gave  them  a  salutation  of  huzzas, 
which  was  returned  by  the  Natives  with  the 
same  shouts  of  din. 

Having  done  all  in  my  power  to  give  effect 
to  the  expectations  of  government,  in  the  , 
fort  of  Masulipatam,  I  repaired  without  lost 
of  time  to  the  parade  of  the  artillery  com- 
pany at  the  cantonments,  and  though  the  ar- 
tillery could  h.tvc  had  no  communication  of 
my  unsuccessful  ciloris  in  tht!  garrison,  and 
though  1  strenuously  urged  them  to  take  the 
advantage  that  it  affords  of  the  clemency  of 
government,  yet  now  again  I  fouinlany  repre- 
sentation, and  the  resolutions  of  govcrnmeni, 
were  totally  unregarded — not  aman  stepped 
forward.  I  then  asked  them,  if  they  had  any 
complaint  to  make,  but  the  whole  of  ihciii 
remained  in  sullen  silence,  and  marched  off 
apparently  with  a  deiei  mined  resolution  of 
sup|K)riing  ilie  troops  in  |;arrison. 

1  have  been  thus  minute  in  noting  the  oc- 
currences of  \h\^  cvenitul  day,  that  the  com- 
mander-inchirt  ni.y  form  an  accui^ie  judg- 
ment of  the  KVcrTil  particulars,  as  they  relate 
to  the  whole,  and  desire  and  direa  such  fur- 
ther meastire.s  as  he  may  deem  proper  on  this 
occasion  to  be  carried  iiito  execution. 

(Signed)        J.  Pater, 

Major-genera?, 
Commanding  the  northern  divi-  , 
sion  of  the  army. 

A.  Falconnr;  Esq.  thief  secretary  to  govern- 
ment. 
Masnllpuam,  iGth  August,  1809. 

Sir, — I  vs*as  honoured  with  your  letter  by 
express  of  the  icth  instant  at  5  P.  M.  of  yes- 
terday, to  which  lihdl  have  pleasure  of  an- 
swering in  detail  to-morrt-w  or  next  day,  but 
thc-enclosed,  which  I  have  this  moment,  u 
A.  M.  received,  supersedes  for  the  present 
every  othf  r  consideration  ;  aiid  1  beji  to  con- 
gratulaisT  the  honourable  the  governor  on  the 
happy  event,  which,  I  undtfrstand.  is  to  take 
place  this  afternoon — the  unconflitional  sur- 
render of  the  lortress  of  Masubpaiam  to  the 
Orders  of  government,  on  the  si^'naturfs  of 
the  officer*  to  the  le^juiied  pledge  ot  obedi- 
ence to  the  government , 

Tho  directions  \slmh  accompanied  the 
pledge,  communicartd  the  particular  wish 
and  desire  of  the  governor,  to  exclude  from 
the  bentft  of  the  declaration  a  certain  de- 
scription of  the  officers,  who  appeared  to 
have  been  peculiarly  instrumental  m  exciting 
the  late  unhappy  commotions.  But  as  1  ap- 
prehend that  the  honourable  tbe  governor 
bad  no  idea  of  the  concurrences  which  are 
communicated  in  this  dispatch,  when  he  gave 
tbe  above  instructions,  and  as  I  have  reason  to 
think  that  any  cxrepnons  of  this  nature  might 
drive  several  individuals  to  a  state  of  despera- 
tion, and  would  g^^i^y^i^oigg^consi- 
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dcnble  ferment  10  the  garrison,  which  at 
thisseaaon  is  particularly  to  be  avoided;  I 
mean  to  take  a  discretionary  power  on  myself, 
by  exteixling  the  proffer  of  the  declaiation 
to  every  individual ;  and  I  earnestly  hope  that 
the  honourable  the  governor  will  coincide  in 
opinion  with  me  on  this  subject,  particularly 
as  the  number  of  officers  excepted  under  the 
operation  of  hit  directions,  and  who  must 
necessarily  be  suspended  from  their  military 
functions,  would  leave  an  insufFcient  number 
to  execute  the  duties,  and  maintain  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  garrison. 

The  moiives  which  induced  the  division 
staff  to  decline  affixing  ihcir  signatures  to  ihc 
declaration  of  obedience,  namely  the  drrad 
of  being  obliged  to  fight  against  their  brother 
oflicers,  being  now  done  awa)r,  these  officers 
have  now  come  forward  to  sign  the  pledge, 
and  I  have,  for  reasons  which  I  shall  hereafter 
have  the  honour  of  assigning;,  appointed  them 
to  act  in  their  late  staff  suuations,  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  honourable  the  governor  shall 
DC  known. 

A  fracas  in  the  lines  of  the  artillery  com- 
panj',  which  took  place  last  night,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  disorderly  conduct  of  some 
Europeans  and  gun  Lascars,  occasioned  a  con- 
siderable agitation  for  some  time.  The  march 
of  a  strong  detachment  from  the  fort  restored 
every  thing  to  order,  although  two  men  were 
wounded  by  several  of  the  drunken  Euro- 
p:af»  firing  off  their  pieces  at  random^  but 
tbe  remainder  of  the  company  are  reported  to 
have  been  perfectly  steady,  and  have  drawn 
up  all  their  guns,  as  they  s;iid,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defending  themselves  from  the  Se- 
poys, who,  tbey  had  under.>tofx).  were  march- 
ing in  force,  without  their  officers,  to  attack 
th^m. 

Eveiy  thing  is  quiet  and  tratiquil  to-day, 
and  I  hope  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  lo  have 
the  satisfaction  of  reporting,  that  the  northern 
district  is  once  more  in  a  state  of  complete 
Ofder  and  subordination. 

I  have,  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)        J.Patkr, 

Major-gcneial, 
Commanding  the  northern  divi- 
sion of  the  army, 
P.  S. — I  have  aow  the  happiness  to  inform 
yeu,  that  the  garrison  ha»  been  dclivcrt-d  up 
to  mf,  and  thai  I  bold  it  for  the  govern- 
loent. 

^Signed)       J.  Pater, 

Major-general. 
P.  S. — ^The  garrison  has  been  surrendered, 
and  the  office r»  have  pie^^ged  themselves  to 
obey  my  orders;  circumstutices,  however, 
have  occurred  which  the  lateness  of  the  even- 
inj?,  and  my  anxiety  to  inform  you  of  this 
event,  bv  the  immediate  dispatch  of  this 
letter,  induce  me  to  defer  giving  an  account  of 
rill  to-morrow  morning.  The  garrison, 
however,  is  in  the  most  perfect  state  of  tran- 
quillity and  subordination. 

(Signed)       J.  Pater, 

Seven  P.  M.  ^ 
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To  major-general  Piter,  commanding  monk- 
ern  division  of  the  army. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  request  your 
attendance  in  the  fort  as  soon  as  convenient  ; 
and  as  I  have  been  given  to  understand,  that 
there  is  a  pledge  or  test  of  our  loyalty  in- 
tended to  be  offered  for  signature,  beg  voa 
will  bring  it  with  you,  as  there  never  could 
have  existed  a  doubt  or  hesitation  in  th  minds 
of  the  officers  of  this  garrison  to  subscribe 
thereto*      ^ 

(Signed)         J.Storey, 
Major,  commanding  Bunder. 
Masulipaiaro,  16th  Aug.  1809. 

The  chief  secretary  to  govemmerir. 

Sir,— The  circumstances  which  1  hinted  at 
in  my  postKript  of  last  night,  I  had  intended 
to  write  to  you  more  fully  on  to-day,  but  at 
present  I  have  only  rime  to  say,  that  1  was 
placed  in  so  critical  a  situation  when  I  went 
to  take  charge  of  the  garrison,  that  I  have 
no  hesitarion  in  saying,  that  a  general  massa- 
cre would  have  been  the  consequence  of  my 
refusal  to  pardon  officers  and  men  without 
distinction. 

The  events  of  to-day  have  confirmed  tot 
m  this  opinion,  for  a  note  from  captain  An- 
drews this  morroing  obliged  me  to  seiid  imo 
the  fort  lieutenant  Scott  and  Wilson,  to  at- 
tempt to  pacify  the  men,  who  were  divided 
among  theniselvct. 

Several  hours  were  spent  by  the  oflkcn, 
and  those  of  the  regiment,  in  attempting  to 
reconcile  matters,  but  in  vain ;  some  of  the 
men  said  they  would  go  to  Madras,  to  state 
their  grievances,  others  that  ihey  vk-ould  re- 
main, and  e^^h  party  disputed  about  what 
should  be  done  with  tne  colours. 

In  short,  lieutenant  Scoti  informed  me,  in 
communication  with  the  other  officers,  that 
there  was  no  remedy  for  the  danger  which 
threatened  all,  but  to  issue  an  order  in  my 
name,  for  the  regiment  to  march  immediately 
towards  Madras,  with  its  colours  and  officcn. 
This  plcastd  them,  and  they  immediately 
marched.  kWcaring  that  thev  would  stick  to 
their  officers,  if  their  officers  would  stick  to 
ihetn  ;  for  the  sudden  change  in  the  senii- 
inents  of  their  officers  had  instilled  a  sus- 
picion into  their  minds,  that  they  had  dfsert' 
ed  tbeir  cause ^  and  it  was  only  by  the  most 
solemn  assurances  that  this  was  erased  from 
their  minds. 

I  beg  most  earnestly  to  call  the  atienn'on 
of  government  to  this  circumstance,  that, 
although  I  was  certainly  in  a  manner  cotn- 
pdled  to  extend  the  pardon  to  the  Eurupean 
officers,  still  my  word  was  passed  to  that 
effect  for  the  government,  and  that,  ahhouKh 
the  men  arc  now  again  meering,  the  officen 
have  pledged  themselves  to  government,  and 
dire  necessity  alone  compels  them  to  proceed 
to  Madras. 

You  will  from  this  observe,  that  these  gen- 
tlemeri  would  be  placed  in  the  most  distres- 
sing situation,  if  a  force  were  at  present  sent 
agaiMi  the  ngimem,  as  the  aico  arc  ouly 
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•bcdient  to  them  in  the  idea  that  matters  stiU 
itand  in  the  same  state  as  they  did  previous  to 
the  surrender  of  the  garrison ;  and  I  must 
lake  ibc  liberty  of  recommending,  in  the 
most  earnest  manner,  that  conciliatory  mea- 
sures may  be  resorted  to.  I  grieve  to  say, 
that  the  i9ih  Native  infantry  have  either  fol- 
lowed,  or  are  about  to  follow  the  Europeans. 
The  anillcry,  under  captain  Moorhouse,  are, 
at  present,  perfectly  steady,  but  I  have  not 

I  ret  nken  possession  of  the  fort,  except  mere- 
y  giving  some  orders  regarding  the  arsenal, 
nor  shall  I,  until  the  troops  are  at  some  dis- 
•UKc.  for  the  minds  of  the  men  are  in  such 
•  state  of  disorder,  that  the  idea  of  this  being 
a  stratagem  to  get  the  fort  out  of  their  hands, 
if  it  once  entered  their  heads,  would  most 
certainly  lead  to  consequences  of  the  moat 
distreasing  nature. 
Fotir  P.  M.  lyih  August. 

The  confusion  inciienul  to  this  eventful  pe- 
riod will  be,  1  trust,  a  sufficient  apology 
for  the  unconneaed  style  of  this  dis- 
patch. 

I  have  now  to  inform  you,  that  the  Euro- 
peans, after  having  consinercd  in  their  tents 
the  dreadful  eflecu  of  their  determination  to 
abandon  the  fortress  to  its  fate,  resolved  to 
return ;  they  have  returned,  with  iheir  officers, 
and  the  garrison  is  orderly  and  quiet,  the 
Sepoys  having  returned  with  the  Europeans; 
about  160  men  remain  with  the  officers  they 
asked  for,  to  command  them  in  camp,  de- 
termined, as  they  now  say,  to  proceed  ;  and 
I  have  given  ihem  full  liberty  to  leave  their 
colours,  if  they  please.  I  confidently  expect 
their  return  this  evening,  but,  asihe  rej^iment 
is  not  pleased  with  the  succession,  1  shall 
aot  allow  them  to  join  until  the  agitation  of 
mind  under  which  they  at  present  labour,  may 
have  in  some  degree  subsided.  The  officers 
have  done  as  much  as  men  could  do,  for  the 
general  interest  of  the  coumry,  since  this 
division  took  place.  I  need  not  point  out  to 
the  honourable  the  goveinor,  the  various  un- 
happy conaequeiKes  which  must  have  resulted 
to  the  country,  had  the  measure  of  this  morn- 
itjg  been  earned  into  effect.  They  are  too  ob- 
vious to  require  illa^tratioo.  I  h.»ve-now  the 
most  sanguine  hopes  that  real  tranquillity  is 
restored. 

(Signed)        T.  Pater, 

Major>general, 
Commanding  the  northern  divi- 
sion of  the  army. 

To  A*  Falconar,  Esq.  chief  secretary  to  go- 
vernment. 
Head-quarters,  northern  division 
of  the  army. 
Sir,^Tn  parsuance  of  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  dispatch  which  I  had  the  ho- 
lour  of  forwarding  by  express  last  night  to 
y«ur  address,  I  shall  now  state  the  circum- 
stances at  they  occurred,  which  induced,  or 
rather  compelled  me,  to  exceed  the  powers 
vested  in  my  person  by  the  honourable  the 
foveroor  b  ctuociU 


I  have  already  acquainted  yoa  with  my  de- 
termination to  proceed,  on  the  i6th  instant^ 
to  tbs  forts,  for  the  purpose  of  tendering  the 
declaration  to  the  ofiicersof  the  garrison,  and 
a  former  express  contained  the  letter  which 
induced  me,  under  all  circumstancesi  td  re- 
solve upon  extending  the  benefit  of  the 
pledge  to  every  individual.  Having  ordered 
a  parade  of  the  garrison,  I  proceeded  thither 
in  the  afternoon  (having  previously  sent  orr 
den  to  captain  Moorhouse  to  return  ^pd  tak4 
charge  of  the  artillery)  attending  with  the 
division  and  present  staff  officers;  liodinK 
that  the  men  ..ere  not  ready,  I  repaired  to 
the  quarters  of  an  officer,  which  overlooks 
the  general  parade,  and  tbere^  1  was  shortly 
afterwards  waited  on  by  major  Storey  iod 
captain  Andrews  with  a  letter,  wherein  I 
was  invited  to  assume  the  command  of  the 
garrison,  the  officers  pledging  their  honour 
that  they  would  obey  all  my  commands,  and 
submit  themselves  entirely  to  my  authority* 
In  expre^ng  my  satisfaction  to  major  Store? 
and  captain  Acidrews,  I  informed  these  of- 
ficers that  I  should,  immediately  after  that 
period,  require  their  signatures  to  the  decla- 
ration of  obedieiKe,  which  was  willingly  w 
scnted  to. 

Meantime,  the  men  came  to  the  parade* 
and  drew  up  regularly  under  their  officers  io 
open  colurhn  ol  companies ;  a  few  minutes 
afterwards,  I  observed  from  the  verandah  of 
the  house  in  which  I  was  posted,  a  degree 
of  agitation  prevailing  in  the  European  ratikt, 
and  the  officers  speaking  to  their  companies, 
while  (he  adjuiani  came  to  request  that  1 
would  not  make  my  appearance  on  the  pa- 
rade until  the  officers  should  appease  the  men, 
who  were  very  much  incensed  at  the  idea  of 
the  pledge,  which  the  majority  declared  was 
a  stratagem  to  take  the  omcers  from  them ; 
and  many  declared  that  the  officers  were 
deserting  their  cause,  and  leaving  them  t# 
their  fate ;  some  of  these  who  had  formed 
this  latter  opinion  declared  that  they  would 
shoot  or  bayonet  the  first  man  who  signed 
the  paper,  and  you  must  be  well  aware,  that 
the  firing  of  a  single  muAet  at  this  critical 
moment,  would  have  been  fbllowed  by  the 
most  dreadful  scene  of  murder  and  confusion : 
the  greater  number  of  the  tnen,  on  the  other 
hancH  swore,  that  they  were  now  on  parade, 
that  they  had  ammunition  in  their  cartouck 
boxes,  and  that  they  were  determined  to  h^ve 
for)[^ivene4S  of  government  extended  to  their 
officers  immetli'^tely.  I  bad  various  messages 
from  the  parade,  borne  by  officers  in  gieat 
agitation,  and  who  declared  upon  their  ho- 
ncur,  (hat  in  the  present  state  of  the  men's 
minds,  they  cpuld  not  answer  three  minutes^ 
longer  for  the  conduct  of  the  regiment.  On 
this  I  directi:d  the  parade  to  be  dismissed, 
informing  the  officers,  for  the  purpose  of 
soothing  the  minds  of  the  men,  that  1  h^ 
no  aothority  to  pardon  the  officers,  but  that  I 
would  recommetid  the  measure  to  the  geoe- 
rous  consideration  of  tbe^overoment. 
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Things,  however,  had  by  this  time  come 
to  such  a  pitch,  that  there  was  no  alternative 
left  ;^  the  men,  perfectly  sober,  were  in  tears, 
'Striking  the  ground  with  (heir  muskets*  and 
declaring,  that  if  I  did  not  do  as  they  wished, 
they  would  immediately  enforce.  In  short 
after  having  stood  out  to  the  last  moment,  and 
having  consulted  with  the  staff  officers,  who 
surrounded  n>e,  on  the  expediency  of  pledg- 
ing my  word  for  the  pardon  of  the  officers,  to 
prevent  an  immediate  effusion  of  blood  (and 
which  Would  not  of  course  have  been  confined 
to  the  garrison,  hut  would  have  deluged  the 
pettah  and  adjacent  districts)  I  determined  to 
accede  to  their  proposal,  and.  1  was,  directly 
after  the  sif^pitying  this  intention,  informed 
that  they  would  receive  me  as  a  friend.  The 
line  was  then  formed,  as  also  of  the  native 
battalions,  and  after  the  general  salute  I  stated 
to  the  regiment,  that  I  was  happy  in  having 
it  in  my^  power  once  more  to  offer  the 
pardon  or  government  to  the  non-commissio- 
ned officers  and  privates,  and^hat  I  would  even 
extend  it  to  all  ihe  European  officers  who 
would  sign  the  pledge.  A  profound  and  me- 
lancholy silence  succeeded :  I  then  went  to 
the  right  of  the  line,  and  spoke  to  every  com- 
pany ;  the  whole  were  perfectly  steady  and  re- 
spectful, but  very  few  of  them  spoke  to  me, 
and  I  observed  that  many  had  been  in  tears, 
and  all  appeared  in  considerable  agitation  of 
mind. 

Having  gone  through  the  same  ceremony 
with  the  Sepoys,  I  directed  the  parade  to  be 
dismissed,  and  the  officers  to  attend  nie,  for 
thcpurpose  of  signing  the  declaration. 

she  Europeans  repaired  to  iheif  barracks  in 
aullcn  silence  :  ihev  had  been  alarmed  by  the 
sudden  chan^^^e  in  tfie  sentiments  of  their  offi- 
cers, and  did  not  seem  to  know  what  they 
wereabout,  or  what  was  to  be  the  consecjuencc 
•f  it.  On  my  reading  the  declaration  on 
parade  to  the  officers,  several  of  them  begged 
of  me,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  that  I 
would  delay  the  signatures  until  they  could 
soften  ilic  men,  who  were  still  in  a  ferment, 
declaring  on  their  honour  that  they  would  do 
so  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  without  endan- 
gering the  public  tranquillity. 

To  this  proposition  I  made  no  objection, 
hut  left  the  j>ledge  in  their  hands^  for  the  j>ur- 
pose  of  reading  and  explaining  its  nature  to 
the  men  in  their  barracks  :  I  then  quitted  the 
fortress,  after  issuing  some  irilling  orders 
to  shew  them  that  it  was  actually  under  my 
command. 

Next  morning,  yesterday,  the  note  (No.  fi.) 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith 
was  received  by  licuiciMut  Scott  about  8  o'clock 
My  dispatch  of  vesrc rddv  has  informed  you  of 
my  sending  in  that  oflicer  with^  lieutenant 
Wilson  to  the  fori,  wiih  discretionary  jxjwers 
to  act  as  circumstancti  might  require.  Lieu- 
tlna,nt  WiUon  returned  about  half  past  lo, 
to  inform  me  that  lieutenant  Scott  had  found 
ihcstaie  of  affairs  to  be  so  critical,  that  he  had 
been  obliged  to  order  the  immediate  march  of 
'the  regiment,  with  their  colours  and  office) s, 
towards  Madras.    This  officer  came  himself 


from  the  fort  about  12  o'clock,  after  baviog 
seen  the  regixnent  mar^h  out  of  it,  and  gave 
me  the  following  account. 

On  his  arrival  within  ibc  garrison  be  imme* 
diately  proceeded  to  the  European  barracks, 
where  he  found  a  number  in  the  new  extremi- 
ty, disobedient  and  clamorous,  and  their  offi- 
cers in  vain  endeavouring  to  reduce  them  to 
order.  On  asking  captain  Andrews  ham 
many  wished  to  proceed  to  Madras,  adding 
that  they  had  my  full  permission  to  do  $0,  pro- 
vided they  inarched  in  an  orderly  way  under 
their  officers,  about  100  or  130  of  the  young- 
er men  tamed  out  from  the  different  compa- 
nies. 

This  i>ccasioned  a  discussion  between  the 
two  parties,  and  the  seceden  gradually  reinfor- 
ced, until,  lieutenant  Scoit  thinks,  ihq  regi- 
ment was  nearly  equally  divided.  The  dis- 
turbance gradually  increased,  and  the  com- 
plaints of  many  individuals  were  preferred,  in 
the  most  improper  and  insubordinate  lernss* 
•  Those  men  who  wished  to  remain  were  per- 
fectly obfdicnt  to  their  officers,  but  declared, 
that  they  would  not  part  with  their  co- 
lours ;  the  opposite  party  swore  that  they  would 
not  march  without  their  cok>urs ;  and  ibe 
natural  consequence  of  such  an  altercation, 
at  such  a  time,  requ'u^s  no  observation. 

Communicating  with  the  other  office la 
lieutenant  Scott  at  last  resolved  upon  issuing  an 
order  for  the  whole  regiment  to  march,  and 
he  states,  that  the  good  effect  of  this  measure 
was  instaHUneous.  The  whole  regiment  fell 
m  by  companies,  with  their  arms  and  knap- 
sacks ;  heard  the  order  with  satisfaction,  and, 
swearing  that  they  would  obey  their  officers 
and  follow  their  colours  in  all  circumstances, 
marched  out  of  the  garrison  about  eleven 
o'clock,  in  good  order  and  high  spirits,  the 
music  playing  *•  The  Briiij>h  Grenadiers. 

Lieutenant  Scott  then  repaired  to  the  dif- 
ferent gates,  giving  directions  to  the  senior 
Native  commission*-'  officers  to  take  charge 
(for  every  European  bad  left  his  guard)  aoid 
subsequently  proceeded  to  the  Sepoys'  bar- 
racks, where  be  ordered  out  a  company  to 
attend  the  regiment  on  its  march,  a  party  to 
take  charge  of  the  European  barracks,  and 
Native  officers  to  some  of  the  gate  guards. 
Directly  after  leaving  the  Sepoys,  he  met  se- 
veral of  their  European  officers,  to  the  senior 
of  whom,  captain  Harrinj;ton,  he  delivered 
over,  in  my  name,  the  command  of  the  for- 
tress, until  he  should  receive  further  orders  on 
the  subject  from  head-quancrs,  directing  him, 
however,  if  he  met  an  officer  senior  to  hitnself 
in  the  fort,  to  deliver  it,  and  instructioiu,  to 
that  oflicei,  wh*.fver  be  might  be.  Licutc- 
n,ini  Scott  then  lelt  the  garrison,  and  returned 
t"  my  house. 

1  he  next  thing  to  be  considered  m'«»s,  tbs 
situation  of  the  artillery  company.  The  men 
belonging  to  it  were  staimch  to  government 
and  ihcir  officers,  and  were  determined  not  to 
mme  ;  their  situation,  therefore,  in  rcsp<  rt 
to  the  regiment  which  had  encamped  wnhm  a 
mile  of   the  artillery  liues,jii>d^imm«<luicly 
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behind  rot  housc»  bf  came  extremely  perlloust 
and  I  baa  in  coDtemplatioa  to  order  tbcm  to 
proceed  with  ihc  others  towardt  the  presiden- 
cy, as.l  ^vas  unwilling  to  make  an  appearance 
o*  any  precautionary  measure,  by  ordering  the 
company  iniotbe  fori  while  the  regiment  was 
so  near.  Whilr  we  were  deliberating  on  this 
Dr.  Anncslycame  out  full  speed,  to  say  that 
tbCvNative  battalion  was  following  the  £uro> 
peans  without  their  officers  to  camp  ;  I  found 
that  several  of  the  most  disorderly  Europeans 
had  entered  the  Native  barracks  previously 
to  the  march  of  the  regiment,  and  bad  threat- 
ened, that  if  they  did  not  come  with  ihem 
they  would  return  at  ni^ht,  murder  their 
wives  and  families,  and  oblige  themselves 
to  march.  Circumstanced  as  I  was,  I  found 
it  prudent  to  sanction  ii)is  proceeding  also, 
«nd  wrote  to  the  civil  authorities  for  (heir  as- 
sistance, in  preventing  the  total  abandonment 
of  the  fortress. 

Things  were  in  this  state,  when  I  was  most 
agreeably  surprised  by  the  appearance  of  thirty 
grenadiers  of  the  regiment  under  the  orders 
of  licuienaut  Carbeiry,  who  brought  the 
welcome  imelligcnccof  ihe  regiment  having 
marched  back  tjaieily  with  their  otriccrs  and 
one  colour  to  the  fort,  that  the  commanding 
officer  had  sent  this  guard  to  ray  tjuarier,  as 
160  discontented  men  had  remained  under  five 
of  iheir  officers,  chosen  by  themselves,  deter- 
mined to  proceed  10  Madras,  and  there  might 
be  a^probability  of  distuibances  iniheir  lines. 
Ta  prevent  confusion,  the  regiment  had  con- 
siderately left  one  colour  wiih  them. 

In  convcrsinji  with  lieutenant  Carberry,  I 
found  that  the  Europjiins,  after  their  march, 
finding  themi»elves  unprovided  with  every  nc- 
«essary,  and  seeing  ihcir  odicers  in  the  same 
state,  began  to  think  seriously  of  their  pic- 
scnt  determination,  and  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  them  to  remain  quietly  at  there  sta- 
tion. The  sudden  appearance  of  the  Sepoys 
flocking  into  their  lines  wiih  one  of  the  co- 
lours  of  their  battalion,  awakened  them  siill 
more  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  as  the  conse- 
quences of  leaving  the  fort  entirely  defence- 
less struck  them  most  forcibly. 

The  genuine  feelings  and  scmimcnts  of 
legal  soldiers  immediately  took  possession  of 
them,  and  falling  in  h  their  rcsjxrctivc  com- 
panies, and  having  heard  the  arguments  of 
their  officers  to  the  same  effect,  they  directed 
those  men  who  were  resolved  to  proceed  to 
come  forward,  when  about  160  deterviincd 
to  goon.  The  regiment  then  adopted  aud 
carried  into  execution  the  happy  i^solutiou 
of  returning,  and  bt-foje  two  o'clock  the 
fort  was  ag.iin  garriion*"d,  and  t:u.»r<icd  by 
the  Madras  European  rrgimenr.  1  be  un- 
ceasing exeriiofKS  oH  mi«jor  StoreV,  captain 
Kelly,  and  oiher^,  ImJ  alicads  b  ought  back 
the  Sepoys,  and  I  can  now.wnh  ihc  mo>t 
hcatfelt  saitsfactjon,  s:  itc  mv  opinion,  th»t 
permanent  Iranquiluiy  is  omc  more  icstorcii 
to  thegarrisotj'oF  M  null  pa  ram. 

The  yariy  andcr  heuienant  David  Forbes 
■urcbcd  to-day  at  <wo  o'clock  ;  I  have  taken 


every  precaution,  in  conjunction  with  the 
civil  power,  to  provide  tbem  with  every  ne- 
cessary on  their  route,  and  to  prevent  the  sale 
of  every  spirituous  liquor  on  their  march. 

The  honourable  the  governor  will,  I  am 
confident,  see  the  distressing  situation  iq 
which  the  officers  selected  by  this  detachment 
to  command  them  are  placed,  and  if  they 
do  arrive  au  Madras,  will  rcmcinber  that  a 
pardon  has  been  granted  to  tbem* 

In  the  event  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
this  detachment  returning  to  Masulipautm, 
they  will  not  be  allowed  to  join  the  regimcac 
for  some  little  time,  until  the^  displeasure  at 
the  secession,  which  at  preseiit  pemdes  the 
whole  corps,  may  have  subsided.  I  shall 
therefore  dupatch  tbem  on  soine  duty  "or  other 
in  which  they  may  be  occupied,  until  I  find' 
it  expedient  to  order  them  to  jtff,^. 

Conscious  as  I  am,  that  m  the  whole  of 
the  transactions  which  I  have  now  laid  before 
you,  the  line  of  conduct  I  have  pursued,  al- 
though in  some  instances  ditfering  from  tbe- 
strict  letter  of  my  instructions,  has  succeeded 
in  effecting  what  all  well-wishers  to  their 
country  must  earnestly  pray  for,  namely,  the 
restoration  of  order  without  the  loss  of  ^ 
single  life;  I  feel  confident  that  the  govern- 
ment will,  on  a  due  consideration  of  every 
circumstance,  approve,  or  at  least  confirm,  ail 
that  1  have  done  in  the  very  embarrassing  si- 
tuation to  which  I  have  been  reduced  ;  placed 
alone,  excepting  my  sjaff,  to  cotitcncl  with 
an  hostile  force,  without  a  body  of  troops, 
however  small,  to  enable  me  to  carry  my  plana 
into  effect;  at  all  events,  1  feel  happy  in  the 
idea  tijat  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  assist  the  cause  of  government,  and  that  I 
have  succeeded  in  my  endeavour,  at  the  ex* 
l)Ciice  of  some  sacrifices,which  I  thought  at  this 
period  were  objects,  comparatively  speakings 
of  a  very  secondary  consideration. 

I  have  dispatched  major  Hazlewood,  who 
was  at  this  station,  to  Ellore,  where  his  corps 
is,  with  directions  tD  tranquillize  the  minds« 
and  restore  the  subordination  of  the  men  un- 
der his  command,  and  I  have  informed  the 
division  at  large  of  the  present  state  of  affairs 
here,  calling  upon  the  respective  command- 
ers to  strain  cvciy  nerve  in  bringing  back  the 
men  to  their  all 'giance,  and  obedience  to  the 
constituted  auiboniies. 

The  letter  No.  1,  which  accompanies  this » 
is  th'-  same  which  I  mentioned  my  having  re- 
ceived from  major  Storey  and  captaiii  An- 
dicww ;  it  is  in  st>mc  parts  objectionable,  and  I 
leqniredol  thcni  that  some  expressions  should 
bec'an^v'd.  To  this  they  acceded,  but  the 
constant  press  ot  basiness  which  has  devolved 
on  ni-  ifjm  that  titnc  to  the  present  hour, 
preveiitrd  my  sending  the  letter  for  the  re- 
quired alteration,  and  I  do  not  at  this  mo- 
nif.nt  ihjjk  it  ncceswry  to  delay  the  trans- 
u.'s^ion  cf  thisdispa'cb. 

The  il^Mi mrci  of  myself  and  my  staff  of- 
ficers  to   the  dr-i-iar.VKni  of   obedience,  also 
acf.o.ir.uoy  sb.s  l-urr,  aiU  .hose of  the offkers  . 
in  ^arirMjiii  in  vbich  the  suiief  intending  en- 
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fpneery  captmo  G>tgnive,  it  necessarily  in- 
cluded, tlnlt  be  sent  as  soon  as  1  may  find  it 
cxpediem  to  require  ibem. 

Ibavft  &c»  &€• 
(Signed)       J.  Pater, 

Major-general,^  ^ 
Commanding  the  northern  divi« 
sion  of  the  army. 
P.  S.-*-I  forgot  10  mention,  that  I  promised 
OD  the  general  parade*  on  the  evening  of  the 
,loth  intiant,    to  represent  and  recomnirnd 
Cfeiy  just  aiMl  reasonable  complaint  of  griev*> 
•Qce  to  the  honourable  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil.   Twelve  artillery-men  nave  joined  lieu- 
ttnant  Forbes's  party.    Tbu  proves  that  the 
wtillcry  company  were  not  so  unanimous  as  I 
1^  reason  to  suppose,  when  I  commenced 
this  letter,  but  the  remainder  of  the  men  are 
reported  by  cftptain  Moorhouse  to  be  perfectly 
orderly  aiid  subordinate. 

(Signed)       J.  Pater, 
Major-generaK 


«f. 


No.]. 
General  Pater. 


The  time,  is  now  arrived,  when  we  find 
we  can  no  longer  oppose  the  measures  uf 
the  present  government  of  Madras,  without 
injury  to  the  interest  of  our  country. 

You  must  be  convinced  of  the  attachment 
of  our  men  to  their  officers,  and  the  farther 
power  we  possess  of  exerting  ourselves  for 
the  redress  of  our  grievances ;  but  to  afford 
to  you  and  the  world  ^a  convincing  proof 
that  personal  advantage,  or  personal  safety, 
and  even  the  interests  of  this  army,  are  but 
secondary  coiuiderations  with  us,  when  put 
into  competition  with  the  welfare  of  our 
country,  yon  are  now  invited  to  assume  the 
command  of  this  £arrison,  and  we  pledge  to 
you  our  honour,  that  we  wilt  obey  all  your 
commands,  and  submit  ourselves  entirely  to 
your  authority. 

We  ask  of  you  no  counterpledge  upon 
the  part  of  the  government,  as  we  rely  in 
fiill  copfiHence  upon  the  sentiments  published 
bv  the  governor  general  upon  the  20th 
uliimo. 

It  is  true,  that  we  have  been  driven  to 
the  brink  of  imurreccion  against  the  ruling 
authority,  but  our  loyalty  to  our'  king,  our 
attachment  to  our  country,  and  our  regard 
for  our  honourable  employers,  has  nev^ 
Veen  diminished. 

We  leave  it  to  those  high  authorities  to 
determine,  whether  the  measures  we  have 
taken  have  not  been  forced  upon  us,  conttary 
to  our  real  inclinations,  and  to  the  hereditary 
disposition  of  this  armv. 

(Signed)        J.  Storet,  Major. 
Auo.  Anurcws,  Captain. 
Masulipatam  forr,  16th  August,  1809. 

No,  2. 
My  dear  ^  cott. 
May  I  request  that  you  will  state  to  major- 
general  Pater,  that  several  men  (about  160) 
fall  in  with  anns  and  knapsacks,  with  a  fixed 


determination  of  proceeding  to  Madras,  say« 
ing,  that  their  otncers  had  deserted  them.  I 
went  instantl^r  to  the  harra<  ks,  and  other 
officers,  and  did  every  thing  in  mv  power  to 
pacify  them,  but  > nothing  would  do ;  and  to 
prevent  confusion,  may  I  request  that  yon 
will  mention  to"  general  Pater,  that  I  think  it 
advi»able  to  recommend,  that  you  come 
into  the  fort,  and  ascertain  the  number  thst 
wish  to  separate  themse  ves  from  their  offi. 
cers,  and  to  order  them  to  proceed  to 
Madras,  as  otherwise  great  confusion,  and 
most  likely  bloodshed,  will  be  the  result. 
Some  officers  should  accompany  them; 
bring  authority  with  you  to  put  it  in  order. 
Your's  sincerely, 
(Signed)        Auo.  Andrews, 

Captain. 
Lose  no  time. 

We,  the  under-signed  officers  of  the  ho- 
nourable company  *s  service,  do  in  the  mott 
solemn  manner  declare,  upon  our  words  of 
honour  as  British  officers,  that  we  will  obey 
the  orfiers,  and  support  the  authority,  of  the 
honourable  the  governor  in  council  of  Fort 
St.  George,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the 
commissions  we  hold  from  that  govern- 
m^nt. 

(Signed)      J.  Pater,  major  general,  com- 
manding N  D.  i*rmy ;    John  Wil- 
son.  acting  assistant  adjutant -gene- 
ral N.  D  ;   Hugh  Scoit.  acting  A. 
g.  M.  G.  N.  D. ;  Henry  Bowler, 
acting  A    D.  C    to  major-general 
Pater;    Montaga  Crosby,   major, 
barrack  master  N.  D.;  J.  Annes- 
Ky,  garrison  surgeon. 
1 6th  of  August.— The  collector  of  Viaa^ 
gapatam,  reports  that   the  treasury  under 
his  charge  has  been  seized. 

Collector  of  Rajahmundry  reporU  that 
his  treasure  has  been  seized. 

18th  of  August. — ^The  judge  of  Rajah- 
mundry protests  agkinst  the  proceeciiogs  of 
the  officers. 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Barclay,  military  se- 
cretary, &.C 
Head-quarters,  northern  division 
Sir,  of  the  army 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  lor  the  infor- 
mation of  the  honourable  tlie  governor  in 
council,  that  the  officers  of  the  garrison  Kare 
this  day  come  forward,  expressing  a wi»h  to 
affix  their  respective  signatures  to  the  deda- 
tion  of  obedience  to  the  government,  asihey 
state  their  conviction  of  order  and  regularity 
being  completely  re-established. 

For  reasons  hoi^ever,  which  I  trust  will 
appear  satisfactory  to  the  honourable  the 
governor,  I  have  thought  fit  to  decline  it, 
because  I  have  already  received  the  words 
of  honour  of  all  the  officers  to  obey  the 
orders  of  government,  agreeably  to  tne  te- 
nor of  the  pledge,  which  I  consider  tants- 
mount  to  their  signatures,  and  which  their 
recent  conduct  hu  completely  proved ;  and 
because  the  serious  aversion  of  the  men  tt 
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the  pledge  a  few  days  ago  '  ive«5  top  reason  I  have  futher  to  observe,  that  had  not 

to  apprehend   that  tKimc  incerdiniics  may  the  great  (zertions  of  the  officers  succeeded 

again  take  this  opportunity  of  nttemptiog  in   br)ng:iDg  back  the  regiment  to  the  fort, 

to  distract  them  at  pre&ent,  bv  leprcbeiuiiig  it   was   the  intention  of  one  party  to  have 

it  as  some  new  design  against  ihe  officers ;  -leturned  in  the  course  of  the  night,  and  to. 

and  it   must   naturally  lie  coiiciuded,    that     *•"""    -:— >  •«•- — ur^u   i.^j  i 

so  immediately  after  the  last  mostalirmiug 


mutiny,  there  will  remain  some  sparks  of 
dirara«r  and  discontent,  which  it  is  the  in- 
terest  of  government  shou'd  be  allowed  to 
expire,  by  the  adoption  of  every  possible 
measure  to  restore  confidence 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  as  perfectly  con- 
vinced of  the  obedience  of  the  officers  and 
men  at  this  moment,  as  if  the  pledge  had 
actually  received  their,  signatures^  under 
these  considerations  I  take  the  liberty  again 
of  recommending,  that  the  measure  may 
not  be  at  present  enforced. 

After  the  surrender  of  the  garrison  by  the 
ofGcers,  rt  has  been  reported  lo  me,  that 
a  paper  was  signed  by  250  Europvans,  bind- 
in|r  themselves  to  stand  by  each  other  in 
opposition  to  the  oilircrs  No  comment  on 
this  circumstance  can  be  required,  in  my 
opinion,  to  convince  the  honourable  the 
governor  of  the  extreme  danj;er  which  has 
lately  threatened  this  quarter  of  the  Fenln-< 


have  Helzed  the  treasury,  which  had  bceu'^ 
left  defenceless. 

Captitin  Moorhouse,  who  is  no  way  im- 
plicated in  the  late  transactions,  has  request- 
ed of  me  to  be  permitted  to  sign  the  pledge. 
But,  as  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  that 
officer's  attachment  to  the  government,  the 
same  reasons  for  declining  it  operated  with 
me  in  this  instance  as  in  that  which  I  have 
already  had  the  honour  of  stating. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         J.  Patek, 
Major  general  commanding  the  nortbero 
division  of  the  army. 
Masulipatara,  Aug.  20, 1809. 
Translation  ot  a  letter  from  Masulipatams 
forwarded  by  Mr.  l4nrd. 

19ih  August,  1809. 
Five  days  ago  a  gun  Lascar,  an  infantry 
Sepoy,  and  an  artillery  soldier,  fought ;  the 
l.ascar  and  arfillery  soldier  complained  to 
major  Storey,  that  the  Sepoy  lieat  them, 
and  therefore  he  should  inquire  into  it :  ma- 


•ula,  and  to  prove  the  absolute  necessity  jor  Storey  desired  them  to  keep  the  Sepoy 
pf  the  me.  sures  which  I  adopted  at  the  time,  in  their  guard  for  that  day,  and  that  he 
Another  circumstance,  which  tends  to  throw     would   inquire  about  it  the  next  day.     As 


additional  light  on  the  ferment  wliich  existed 
•D  the  forenoon  of  the  18th  instant,  I  think 
it  necessary  to  mention  for  the  information 
of  government. 

While  lieut'jnanrs  Scott  and  Wi 'son  were 
assisting  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  in 
attempting  to  restore  order  by  every  argu- 
ment which  they  could  think  of,  an  officer 
of    the    grenadier  company   was   required 


they  were  bringing  the  Sepoy  the  foldier 
beat  him,  in  the  presence  of  major  Storey  ; 
major  Storey  asked  the  soldier,  why  h© 
beat  the  Sepoy,  when  he  (major  Storey] 
ordered  the  Sepoy  being  put  in  his  guard, 
promised  to  enquire  about  it  the  next  day  ? 
The  soldier  answered,  that  he  did  what  he 
thought  proper;  major  Storey  then  got 
angry,  and  wanted  to  flog  the  artillery  sol- 


by  his  own  men,  to  pledge  his  word  of  ho-     dier  with  a  whip;  the  artillery  soldier  escap- 
itiemen  were  not  ii/r^*/     ed,  and  gathering  SCO  artillery  soldiers,  wit! 


oour   that   these  gent 

officers;  and  they  have  since,  I  understand, 
satisfied  themselves  of  this  circumstance,  by 
an  application  to  the  army  list. 

I  have  some  reasons  to  apprehend  that  a 
movement  of  troops  in  the  northern  part  ' 
of  the  division  has  actually  taken  place,  but 
the  express,  which  has  been  f^ent  off  to  the 
northward,  will,  I  am  confident,  replace 
every  man  at  this  station. 

Toe  abandonment  of  the  fort  by  the  19th 
Native  infantry  has  since  been  stated  to  me 
in  a  more  favourable  light ;  the  appearance 
of  the  company  ordered  out  by  lieutenant 
Scott  to  attend  the  regiment  on  its  march 
to  Madras  induced  many  of  the  other  Se- 
poys to  think  that  the  whole  corps  was  un- 
der a  similar  order.  Besides  the  report, 
which  one  of  my  former  dispatches  inform- 
ed the  honouranle  the  governor  had  been 
ciiculated  by  some  of  the  Euiopeans  in  the 
Sepoy  barracks,  I  fiod  in  addition,  that  the 
Sepovs  were  led  to  expect  the  arrival  of  an 
hoWife  force  by  sea;  that  the  £uropean8 
were  therefore  making  good  their  own  rc- 


scrjeants,  went  to  major  Storey's  house  with 
their  guns  loaded,  threatening  to  kill  him. 
Major  Storey,  who  lives  in  Mr.  Siatham*8 
gardens,  went  to  the  fort  on  a  horse  unsad- 
dled, and  got  200  Sepoys  and  100  £uro« 
peans.  and   placed   them  round  his  hotise. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Pater,  Mr. Webb, 
Mr  Town^end,  and  other  gentlemen,  satis- 
lied  the  artillery  soldiers.  The  artillery  sol- 
diers were  with  thc.r  guns, till  12  o^clockJrA, 
the  night,  and  then  returned  to  their  houses. 

Before  this  the  disaffected  officers  asked 
Moorhou^e,  assistant  to  Gibson,  for  the 
keys  of  the  store- house  ;  he  answered,  that 
he  would  not  give  them  without  the  ordert 
of  the  ( ompany ;  they  then  intended  to  con- 
fine Moorhouse;  in  the  mean  time  he  es- 
caped, and  went  to  Gollapallum.  After 
Moorhouse  escaped,  they  took  the  keys  from 
Abbee  Moodchar  by  force,  and  took  out 
as  much  ammunition  as  they  wanted  and 
gave  the  keys  again  to  Abbee  Modeliar. 
The  arrack  godowo  was  also  opened  in  thtf 
manner,  and  they  took  as  much  arrack  a^ 


treat,  and  leaving  the  Native  battalion  to  its    they  wanud;  they  bought  the  quantity  o^ 
fate.  rice  they  required,  as  there  was  no  rice  ii 
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the  company's  ^odown  :  ther  asked  the  pay* 
master  for  ghnny-  bags,  and  as  he  did  not 
give  them  they  broke  open  the  locks  of 
the  garrison  store,  and  took  1  000  gunny 
bagr;  this  happened  before  t«  e  difference 
between  the  major  and  the  artillery  soldiers 
took  place. 

They  have  pitched  their  tents  at  Edapilly 
behind  Mr  Dablin's  house,  where  they  re- 
main with  ammunition,  Ike,  Afterwards 
the  disafFerted  officers  consulted  among 
themselves,  that  it  is  not  proper  to  act  against 
government  in  tnuting  these  forces;  that 
tney  [the  soldiers)  themselves  wanted  to 
kill  tne  officers,  and  therefore  went  to  the 
general,  and  said  that  they,  the  officers,' 
iwould  be  under  his  command  as  before, 
and  took  him  to  the  fort.  The  forces  were 
then  paraded,  and  the  general  then  declared 
that  ne  pardoned  them,  and  they  must  here- 
after obey  the  company ;  that  day  all  was 
quiet.  The  next  day  the  soldiers  went 
to  the  officerti  and  told  them,  that  they 
took  up  arms  against  the  company  by  their 
desire;  asked  them  what  they  meant  by 
saying  that  they  pardoned  the  soldiers.  Six 
companies  of  these  soldiers  went,  with 
drums  beating,  to  the  tents  at  Edapilly,  in- 
tending to  go  to  Madras ;  the  officers  desired 
th«  soldiers  to  return,  which  they  not  doing, 
the  officers  also  joined  thetr:.  1  he  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place,  fearing  that  they  would 
be  founded,  went  to  the  villages  Deby, 
Davard.  Cottah,  and  Cullapullv.  Part  of 
the  soldiers  who  went  to  the  Edapilly  were 
brought  back  to  the  fort.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  soldiers,  Forbes,  and  two  or  three 
officers,  left  the  place  on  the  7tli,  on  their 
way  to  Madras.  The  Sepoys  also  wanted  to 
go  to  Madras  when  major  Storey  met  them 
at  Malakapatam,  and  requested  the  Sepoys 
to  return  j  the  Sepoys  said  th<*t  they  would 
rot  be  under  his  orders,  nor  come  to  the 
fort.  The  major  then  desired  that  they  mmt 
kill,  and  then  ^ ;  and  after  begging  them, 
brought  them  into  the  fort.  Three  parts 
of  the  inhabitants  have  left  the  country. 

Three  officers  and  200  Sepoys  from  Samul- 
oottah  went  to  Cocanada,  and  took  1 ,22,000 
S,  Pagodas  by  force  from  Mr.  Long,  and  went 
back  to  Samulcottah. 

It  is  here  reported  that  the  battalion)  at 
Kydrabad  are  on  their  march.  The  p  irty 
of  soldiers  who  are  on  their  march  to  Mad- 
ras are  not  disaffeaed  to  the  company.  It 
is  reported  that  the  troops  at  EUore.  SainuU 
cottah,  and  Hydrabad,  will  come  to  Masiu 
lipatam. 

They  have  not  plundered  the  country,  but 
the  Sepoys  are  saying  that  they  will  do  so. 

Here  follow  reports  and  communications 
respecting  the  unauthorized  movements  of 
the  three  battalion*  to  the  northward  6f 
Masulipatam. 

Reports  Jind  communications  respecting 
tlie  test,  and  the  movemcDti  in  the  northern 
divtsion. 


To  Alexander  Falconar,  Esa.  ehi«f  tccr»» 
tary  to  government,  Fort  St  George. 
Sir, 
Para.   I.— After  having  finished  my  di»- 

Eatch  of  the  morning,  a  report  was  brought 
J  one  of  nur  videttes,  that  two  officer* 
with  a  flag  of  truce, were  on  their  route  from 
the  fort  to  Mysore. 

2.— They  were  accordingly  permitted  to 
advance,  and  captain  De  Haviliand,  axui 
cap  aiii  Cadell  shortly  after  made  their  ap- 
pearanct  before  colonel  Davis  and  my* 
self, 

3  —They  informed  us  that  they  were  sent 
by  the  officer^  of  the  garrison  to  state  that 
an  address,  similar  to  that  from  Hydrabad* 
was  actually  under  preparati(m  for  aigna- 
ture  in  the  fort ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time 
they  had  a  request  that  no  hostility  might 
be  urged  on  our  part,  until  the  conclusion 
of  the  affair,  which  might  be  expected  in  a 
few  hours. 

4  —Colonel  Davis  and  I  replied,  that  aa 
to  any  address  we  were  noi  authonzed  to 
receive  one;  what  we  required  was  the 
**  actual  delivery  of  the  fort  and  the  arms  of 
lis  present  retainers  into  our  possession/* 
afttr  which  we  wi  uld  converse  about  ad- 
dresses. &c.  &c,  We  would  agree  to  desUc 
temporarily  from  any  measures  of  hostilitr, 
and  our  troops  should  remain  quiet  on  their 
post  during  the  ni^ht.  Colonel  Davif  and  I» 
however,  would  hold  no  communication 
whatever  with  colonel  Bell  on  any  point,  ' 
that  man  having  forfeited,  by  his  conduct, 
all  claim  to  any  consideration  from  us. 

5.— Thus  terminated  this  gi.ind  embassy 
from  the  fortress  of  Seringapatam. 

6— Colonel  Davis  and  1  beg  to  offer  our 
joint  hopes,  that  government  may  be  plea»ed 
at  the  probable  speedy  termination  to  all 
war  with  their  rebeliious  subjects  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  his  highness  the  rajah  at  Mysore. 

7. — Colofiel  Davis  requests  early  orders 
rcspectinjj  the  declaration  of  the  officers  of 
the  prrison,  in  the  event  of  iu  being  sur- 
rendered. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient,  humble  scrx'ant, 
(S'gncdy       A.  H.  Cole, 
l9t  Assistant  inciiarge. 
Mysore,  2 Ist  August,  1809. 

To  Alexander  Falconar.  Esq  chief  secre- 
tary to  government,  fort  St.  George. 

Sir, 

Para.  l.-^An  aildress  is  this  moment  re* 
ceivcd  from  the  officers  ©f  Seringapatam  to 
the  right  honourable  lord  Minto,  throwing 
themselves  upon  his  lor. iship'smercy,tnd  pro* 
fessing  (9bedience  and  submission  to  govern* 
men».  The  pledge  olFered  to  them  bythego*- 
raent  r.f  fort  St.  C;£arge  is  a  so  subftcriUed 
to.  and  to-m«>rrovr  morning  .iiis  majenty's 
troops,  under  colonel  Davis,  will  take  pot» 
ses^ion  of  the  island,  and  restore  that  pof« 
tion  of  the  honourab  e  company's  territory 
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2.— I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  colonel 
Davis*t  orders  of  this  day  to  the  officers  com* 
posing  the  garrison,  by  which  the  right  hu- 
Boiirdble  the  governor  in  council  w.ll  per-* 
ceive  that  the  addresses  submitted  by  them 
will  not  be  considered  as  of  any  import  un- 
til the  tort  is  entirely  evacuated,  the  arms 
of  the  malcontents  delivered  up.  .  nd  the 
island  surrendered  ever  to  cclunel  David's 
direi.tioo  and  authority. 

3  Id^  my  ef  the  honour  to  offer  my 
humble  con  .ratulation  and  those  of  colonel 
Davis  on  the  huppy  rerminuiion  of  aff<ur>>  in 
this  divisioo  and  we  earnestly  hope  that 
the  return  to  duty  of  the  malcontent  depot 
at  Sering.patam  will  be  imitate j  by  every 
rebellious  spirit  in  the  Peninsula 

I  hnVc  ihc  hotioiir  lo  bf,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)        A.  H  Cole, 
Iht  Assistant  in  charge. 
Mysore,  22d  August,  1809" 

P.  S.  Captains  De  Haviland  and  Cat!ell 
have  just  arrived  here  to  request  th  it  the  Se- 
poys &c.  in  the  fort  may  not  be  permitted 
to  march  out  without  their  arms,  that  they 
might  not  be  exasperated  at  the  disgrace, 
and  be  tempted  to  commit  plnnder.  Colo- 
nel Davis,  however,  positively  refuses  to 
grant  this  request ;  and  replies  to  the  officers, 
that  he  holds  them  responsible  for  the  con- 
duct of  their  mrn,who  must  remain  disarmed, 
until  he  be  favoured  with  the  orders  of  govern- 
ment. I  am  happy  to  i.ay  that  captains  De 
Haviland  and  Cadell  deny  that  the  officers 
in  I  he  fort  ever  authorized  the  destruction 
of  the  I^ullah,  as  reported  in  my  letter  of 
the  iX>th  instant. 

(Signed)        A.  H  Cole. 
To  the  officers  in  garrison  at  Seringapatam. 
Oentlemen^ 

I  have  received  the  pledge  of  the  alle- 
gian  e  to  the  government  of  fort  St,  George, 
signed  by  the  officers  in  the  garri.  on  of  Se- 
ringap  tam,  together  with  an  address  to 
the  right  honourabic  the  governor-general, 
signed  in  like  manner. 

The  honourable  the  governor  in  council 
baring  vested  me  with  full  powers  to  take 
such  measures  as  may  appear  to  me  proper 
Ibr  regulating  military  affairs  in  Mysore, 
it  is  ray  o.der  that  the  whole  of  the  troops 
in  garrison  at  Senng..patam,  European  and 
Native,  with  ^11  their  officers  and  other  Eu- 
ropean inhabitants,  (though  not  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  majesty  or  the  honourable  com- 
Sany)  should  march  from  the  fort  at  day 
ght  in  garrison,  leaving  iheir  arms  piled 
in  the  grand  parade  under  a  small  guard 
from  each  corps,  there  to  await  my  further 
orders. 

The  town-major,  the  commissary  of 
•tores,  and  the  engineer,  will  remam  in 
the  fort  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  it  over 
to  the  troops  whom  I  may  appoint  to  the 
jlarrison. 

The  csi4;\ntcr  will  uke  •are  to  mako  the 


bridges,  which  had  been  pattsally  broken 
down,  passable  for  troops  from  both  the 
Bangalore  and  My  <>ore  sides. 

Every  accommodation  will  be  afforded  to 
the.  officers  and  men  during  the  day  for 
the  removal  of  their  baggage,  and  for  tlie 
arrangement  of  iheir  private  affairs. 

The  pledge  and  address  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  honourable  the  governor  in  council 
so  soon  as  the  fort  shall  be  delivered  over  ' 
lO  my  charge. 

(  igned)         H.Datis, 
Lieutenant  co'onel,  Mysoie. 

N  B.  The  sick  and  wounded  at  present 
in  hospital  European  as  well  as  Native,  will 
remain  in  the  fort  urde  charge  of  the  me- 
dical staff ',  an  arrangement  will  be  made  m 
(he  course  of  to  mor  ow  for  conducting  the 
duties  of' the  nieuic  I  department. 

(Signed)        H  Davis, 
Lieutenant -colonel. 

In  this  place  follow  the  thanks  of  go- 
vernment to  colonel  Davis  for  his  proceed- 
ings and  orders  in  respect  to  the  g^irrison. 

Rc*ports  and  communications  respecting 
the  Treasure  at  Seringapatam  aod  other  de- 
tails <»f  the  proceedings  there. 
To  Lieuten<int  Colonel  D<tvis,  commanding, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Sir,-  Having  understood  from  captains 
De  Haviland  and  Cadell,  that  the  only 
terms  you  and  the  honourable  A.  Cole  are 
authorized  to  listen  to  from  us,  arc  an  uncon- 
ditional surrender  of  this  fort ;  and  that.  In 
consequence,  it  is  your  intention  that  the 
garrison  should  march  out  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, iravi/ig  their  arms  behind  them  ;  and 
having  pledged  ourselves  to  obey  all  orders 
from  government,  we  are  ready  to  evacuate 
the  fort ;  but  at  the>«ame  time  we  beg  leave 
to  represent  to  you  the  impossibility  on  our 
part  of  disarming  the  troops  in  garrison, 
situated  as  we  at  prei;ent  are.  If  we  were 
to  attempt  such  a  measuie,  it  would  be  at* 
tended  with  the  most  serious  consequences, 
as  well  to  the  public  as  to  individuals,  as 
the  first  step  on  their  part  would  be  plunder, 
and  after  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  where 
their  fury  might  end.  We,  therefore,  must 
earnc-ily  entreat  that  the  corps  may  be  al- 
lowed to  march  out  lulih  their  artns^  in  diffier- 
ent  directions,  we  pledging  ourselves  upon 
our  most  sacred  honour  for  the  correctness 
of  tlieir  conduct,  until  the  pleasure  of 
government  may  be  known. 

Should  the  accompanying  pledge  on  our  , 
part  a-*  commanding  corps  not  be  deemed 
sulllcient,  the  whole  of  ibe  officers  in  garri- 
son are  ready  to  subscribe  for  the  orderly 
conduct  of  their  respective  corps.  We  are 
induced  to  propose  this  measure  to  your 
favourable  consideration,  as,  in  our  minds, 
most  conducive  to  the  pubhc  good;  and 
also  from  our  feelings  for  the  troops  who 
have  ouly  obeyed  their  officers,  withoat, 
perhaps,   uttderstanding  the  merits  ef  the 
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Ute  unfortunate  events;  and.  under  such  •en7 
timents,  we  would  prefer  suffering  any  pu- 
nishment personaDy,  rather  than  that  any 
part  of  it,  or  any  disgrace,  shotild  fall  on 
them. 

(Signed)  J.  Bell,  lieut.-col.  Artille.y.— 
Robert  Munro,  lieut  col  com-  , 
manding  S?d  battalion  19th  regi- 
ment.—F.  K.  Aiskill,  Captain  m  , 
charge,  1st  battalion  15th  regiment, 
N  L — £.  Edwards,  captain  in 
cli.irge,  Ist  battalion  8th  regiment 
N.I. 

(A  true  Copy.) 
(Signed)         AH.  Cole 

1st  Assistant  in  charge. 
Seringapatamf 
22d  August  1809. 

We,  the  undersirned  officers  in  command 
of  corps,  do  hereby  declare,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  upon  our  word  of  honour, 
that  if  the  officers  and  men  are  allowed'  to 
retain  their  arms,  we  will  be  responsible  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power  for  tiieir  behaviour, 
and  the  mo$t  implicit  obedience  will  be  paid 
fo  the  order !.  of  government. 

(Signed)  J    Bell,  lieut  -col.   Artillery.— 

Rol>ert   Munro.    lieut. -col.    com- 

maiiding  cd  battalion    15th  regi. 

meat. — D.  C.  Kenny,  major,  com- 

maading  2d  battalion  19th    reei- 

medt  — F.  K.    Aiskill,   captain   in 

cbaige,  1st  battalion  15tK  regiment 

N.    1. — E.    Edwards,    captain    in 

charge^  Ut  battalion  8th  regiment 

N.  I. 

Letter  ft\)m  Col.  Davis  informing  the  Sec. 

of  Govt,   of  the  pos«e*sion.  of    the   king*s 

and     company*s     tioops    of    the   fort    of 

^eringapatam. 

To  Lieutenant  colonel  Davis,  command- 
ing the  forces  in  Mysore. 

.^leringapHtam,  22d  August  1809. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to 
TPu  the  ad'iress  and  decUrations  of  the 
uffieers  of  this  garrison,  intimated  to  you 
vesttrday  by  captains  De  Havilland  and 
Cadelli  which  I  request  may  be  forwarded  to 
,   his  excellent  y  the  governor  general 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

.fSigned)    J.  Belx.  Ilcut   col  seniorofficer. 

To  his  excellency  the  right   honourable 

C  Lord  Minto,  governor-general,   &c.  &c. 

Fort  -i.  George, 

My  Lord,— We,  the  officers  undersigne^ 

composing  the  garrisiin    of  SeringapatamT 

imprewed  with  a  s^n^e  ot  the  dangers  that 

threaten  the  country,  and  not  less  actuafed 

by  thote  pure   sentiments  of  loyalv   and 

patriotif^m  we  have    never  depaited  from, 

rejoice  at  the  opportunity  now  alForded  us 

to  assure   your  lordship  of  ttuise  feelings, 

and  to  convey  to  your  excellency  an  unequi* 

vocal  proof  of  them. 

We  have  received,  through  the  honour- 
able A.  H  Cole,  acting  lesident  at  Mysore, 
a  ,  communication  from  captain  Thomas 
fiyHknhani,  the  resident  at  Hydrabad^  pur* 


porting, "  that  our  brother  officen  compOi« 
ing  th;it  force  have  come  to  a  resolution  of 
taking  no  further  steps,  and  have  pledged 
themselves  to  abide  implicitly  by  your  lord- 
ship's decision  on  your  excellency's  jitstice, 
wisdom,  and  clemency ;  and  earnestly  ap- 
pealing to  your  lordship's  generosity  to 
grant  them  and  those  concerned  in  the  late 
unhappy  events  a  general  amnesty.** 

We  were  induced  to  refuse  our  sigtiatnres 
to  the  declaration  of  the  26th  of  July  I^ist 
from  the  state  of  alarm  we  wer«  then  in, 
occasioned  by  the  manner  in  which  that 
paper  was  Rendered  to  us  by  lieutenant- 
colonel  Davis ;  the  various  reports  then  pre^ 
valent ;  and  the  horrible  prospect  open  to 
us  of  being  shortly  employed  again&t  our 
brother  officers  (many  of  them  our  rela- 
tions.) 

We  now  come  forward  to  offer  to  your  ex- 
cellency that  pledge  of  our  duly  and  attach- 
ment to  our  kmg  and  country,  (from  which 
we  have  never  swerved.)  the  moment  we 
have  learned  that  we  cannot  be  employed 
in  the  inanner  aboye-mentioned,  so  repug- 
nant to  humanity  and  to  the  feelings  of  a 
British  soldier;  and  we  now,  in  conjunction 
with  the  officers  of  the  Kydrabad  force, 
rely  with  confidence  upon  your  lordship's 
jn»tice,  wisdom,  and  moderation,  to  grant 
to  us,  and  to  all  who  have  been  concerne4 
in  the  late  unhappy  events,  a  general  am- 
nesty. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  by  the  company's  officers  ge- 
nerally composing  the  garrison  of 
Seringa  patam. 

We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  ho- 
nourable company's  service  do,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  declare,  upon  our  woid  of 
honour  as  Britioh  officers,  that  we  will  obey 
the  orders,  and  support  the  authority  «f 
the  honourable  the  governor  in  council  of 
Fort  St  George,  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of 
the  commissions  which  we  hold  from  that 
government. 

(Signed)  by  the  like  officers,  that 
subscribed  the  foregoing  ad- 
dress. 

Here  ensues  a  correspondence  relative  to 
the  removal  of  the  late  garrison  from  My- 
sore. 

Furthrr  deiaih  relative  to  the  affairs  in  the 
fort  of  Scri!ij;«pafam. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  government, 
forwarding  a  Jftier  from  major  De  Mor^M 
on  ihc  subject  of  his  suspension. 

(Sccrh  department.) 
To  W.    Rdmsay,  esq.  secretary  to   the  ho- 
nourable the  secret  committee  of  the  court 
of  directors. 

-Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council  to.  transmit,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  honourable  the  secret  com- 
mittee of  the  court  of  directors,  the  copy  of 
a  dispatch  from  the  supreme  government,  of 
date  the  vyth  ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
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^ocecdings  of  this  government  of  the  1st  May, 
1809,  which  were  trai)sniiited  on  the  igth  of 
that  inpoth  to  the  honourable  the  xcret  com- 
iBttree»  hv  bis  majesty V  bnf^  Virginia. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)      A.  Fai.conar, 

Chi«-f.  Sec.  to  Gt. 
Fort  St.  George,  ftSih  July,  1809. 

To  the  honourable  Sir  George  H.  Barlow, 

Bart,  and  K.  B.  governor  in  council.  Fort 

St.  George. 

Honourable  Sir, 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
leceipc  of  your  dispatch,  under  date  the  ist  ult. 
enclosing  copies  of  a  proposed  memorial  to 
the  address  of  the  govemor-gcncrdl  from  the 
officers  of  the  army  of  your  establishment, 
and  of  an  address  to  major  Boles»  the  late 
deputy  adjutant-general,  and  reporting  to  us 
your  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  officers 
who  signedf  and  who  were  understood  to  have 
been  principally  concerned  iii  preparing  and 
(fining  signatures  to  those  illegal  and  sedi- 
tious ppers,  and  in  actively  encouraging  or 
tacitly  jpermitting  and  approving  the  preva- 
lence of  sentiments,  and  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures, subveisive  of  the  principles  of  subor- 
dioation,  and  of  the  constitution  of  the  British 
government  in  India  as  established  by  law. 

8.  The  two  papers  which  you  have  trans- 
mitted to  us,  and  which  have  given  occasion 
to  your  lace  proceedings,  bear  so  strongly  the 
character  of  bold  and  dangerous  sedition^  and 
the  principles  which  they  profess,  together 
with  the  habits  and  practices  to  which  those 
principles  necessarily  lead,  are  pregnant  with 
consequences  so  adverse  to  the  tranquillity 
and  even  to  the  securit3r  of  these  provinces, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  foreign  dominions  of  his 
majesty,  that  we  cannot  but  commend  the 
wise  energy  with  which  you  have  opposed, 
in  the  very  out'set,  the  licentious  spirit  which 
dictated  these  documents,  and  of^ which  too 
many*  other  proofs  have  been  recently  afford- 
ed.« 

g.  Wc  have  at  the  same  time  observed, 
with  cordial  satisfaction,  the  disappointment 
of  the  few  factious  individuals  who  have 
taken  the  most  conspicuous  part  on  this  occa- 
sion, in  their  endeavours  to  ma&lead  ijie  ar- 
n\y  at  large,  and  in  the  hope,  which,  witb- 
oat  regard  to  the  misfortune  in  which  they 
were  involving  thrir  associates,  they  appear 
to  have  entertained  of  implicating  the  mex- 
perienced  members  of  'l::ir  body  in  their  own 
rash  projecu,  aud  a!;  their  caUmiioas  conse- 
quences. 

4-  They  could,  indeed,  seduce  the  coast 
array  from  its  duty  only  by  deceiving  it,  and 
we  can  feel  no  resentment  against  those 
younger  men^  who,  uninstructed  as  they  may 
iiamrally  be  in  the  just  principles  of  the  mi- 
litary constitution,  are  more  obnoxious  to 
cnor  both  in  judgment  and  conduct,  when 
i(  is  inculcated  by  the  faUe  reasoning,  and 


•ancfionedby  the  pernicious  example,  of  their 
superiors  in  age  and  authority. 

3  Persu9dcd  as  we  arc  that  any  ill  impres- 
sion which  may  hayc  been  made  on  the  army 
serving  under  the  presidency  of  fort  St. 
George,  may  justly  be  imputed  to  the  artful 
dissemination  of  erroneous  opinions  and  false 
theories  concerning  the  relation  which  an  ar- 
my btars  to  the  state,  and  more  (MrticuUrly 
concerning  that  in  which  the  armies  of  the 
East  India  company  have  been  placed  by  the 
law  and  constitution  of  this  p;^rt  of  the  em- 
pire, with  respect  to  the  local  governments 
under  which  tney  respectively  serve,  wc  en- 
tertain a  sanguine  hope  that  the  promulgation 
of  sounder  principles  on  these  subjects  may 
check  the  progress  of  error,  and  effectualljr 
defeat  the  mischievous  designs  of  factious  men» 
while  it  may  rdieve  you  from  the  painful  ne- 
cessity of  extending  beyond  themselves  tht 
controul  of  severity  and  coercion. 

6.  The  subordination  of  military  bodies  :o, 
the  state  is'a  proposition  too  well  established,and 
too  universally  understood,  to  have  been  plain- 
ly and  distinctly  questioned  in  any  quarter ; 
but  it  has  been  subsiantially  disowneci  by  the 
present  agitators  of  the  coast  army,  ii^asmuch 
as  they  have  contested  and  denied  the  conse- 
quences which  necessarily  result  from  thar 
fundamental  truth. 

7.  The  arms  which  are  placed  in  the  haodc 
•pf  an  amur  are  not  given  to  them  for  any 
purpose  of  their  own.  They  are  a  inist ;  and 
as  such  are  accepted  by  themselves,  in  order 
to  Bght  the  battles  of  their  country,  and  pro- 
mote the  service  of  the  public,  under  the  di* 
rection  and  command  of  the  sovereign  and 
his  government.  These  are  not  only  the  pur- 
poses, but  they  are  the  sole  purposes,  to  which 
the  arms,  or  to  speak  more  generally,  the 
pjwer  of  an'  army  may  legally  be  applied  : 
anv  other  employment  of  the  force  with 
which  military  bodies  are  invested— an^  at- 
tempt to  jvomote  views  of  their  own;  to 
enforce  pretensions,  just  or  unjust ;  orvto  re- 
drew grievances,  real  or  pretended,  whether 
of  individuals  or  of  the  body  at  large,  either 
by  the  direct  use  of  their  arms,  or  even  by 
the  influence  attached  to  the  possession  of 
them  ;  is  not  merely  the  breach  of  a  sacred 
trust,  but  a  positive  and  flagrant  crime. 

8.  From  this  general  and  indisputable  pro- 
position'it  follows,  that  military  combina- 
tions are  forbidden,  because  the  character  of 
compulsion  and  menace  is  inseparable  from 
the  united  and  concerted  demands  of  armed 
bodies. 

9.  This  argument  would  be  misrepresented 
if  It  were  stated  to  infer  that  military  mea 
have  no  rights,  or  have  no  means  of  bringing 
their  interests  under  the  consideration  ot  the 
authorities  competent  to  provide  for  them. 

10.  There  isjiot  an  individual  in  the  most 
namerous  armies  who  does  not  possess  regu- 
lar and  adequate  meant  to  advance  any  just  and 
reasonable  claim,  or  to  obuiin  redress  for  any 
injury  that   may  have  been  done  to  bin* 
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There  i^  no  necessity,  and  no  pretence  there- 
fore, for  rccourtc  eithrr  lo  actual  violence, 
or  to  combination,  which  always  and  necessa- 
rily panakes  of  violrnre.  The  ropre-.fnta- 
tions  of  p.irjiul.*'- officers,  addiessed  in  their 
individual  charjCJcr^  loth^-ir  military  supfiior, 
aitd  submitted  thiough  h  nti  to  the  proper  .lu- 
ihoriiics  which  have  the  power  of  pronounc- 
ing upon  tbein,  will  obtain  the  objrct  of 
any  just  demand.  If  ij,  be  said  that  rrpn  scii- 
tations  in  this  form,  especially  in  maricrsof 
general  concern,  »r<i  le>$  weighty  and  iinpr<*w 
Mve  than  the  united  voice  of  a  numerous  and 
powerful  IkxIv,  it  must  be  answered,  that 
whatever  aid  n  derived  from  the  union  of  mi- 
litary number^  is  a  perversion  of  the  power 
contidtd  to  them,  and  fall*  distinctly  wnhui 
the  guilt  and  danger  of  thme  violations  of 
duty  which  we  have  already  described. 

)i.  The  general  discountenance  and  pro- 
hibuion  of  combination  is  so  well  established 
in  I  he  constitution  of  our  government  at 
home,  that  the  house  of  commons,  to 
which  the  universal  right  of  petition  is 
amongst  the  mou  (xecious  privileges  of  the 
subject,  rejects,  however,  every  petition  pur- 
porting to  be  preferred  m  the  name  of  any 
bo^i;  or  description  of  men,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  bodies  incorporated  by  charter;  and 
yet  the  same  petition  with  the  same  signa- 
tures, purporting  only  to  be  presented  by  the 
petitioners  in  their  individual  capacities,  would 
be  received  without  obj.-ction. 
I  1 2    Such  is  the  jealousy  entertained  of  com* 

binatioh,  even  in  the  case  of  bodies  the  most 
jnsigniiicanr,  and  ihe  least  calculated  tQ  inspire 
that  ^ntimciH.  But  a  constitutional  jedlou^y 
of  the  military  power  is  in  a  manner  charac- 
teristic of  our  government  and  the  nation. 
This  seiitimeh:  is  far  from  dcrogaory  to  the 
high  respect  arwl  reverence  in  which  the  true 
chriracier  and  approp;iate  virtues  of  that  most 
honourable  profession  are  ever  held  ;  it 
is  io^iinded  on  the  soundest  principles  of 
inilitary  subordination  and  ctvil  order.  A 
deliberative  army,  a»id  a  deliberative  naw, 
arc  both  disqunlilird  for  the  discharge  of  the 
proper  and  honourable  duties  which  form 
their  true  distinction  ;  and  when  their  deli- 
berations end  in  concert  and  combination,  the 
public  peace  isend-mgered. 

13.  We  arc  accustomed  in  England,  with- 
out distinction  of  profession  or  degree,  lo 
speak  with  pride  and  reverence  of  that  nice 
and  scrupulous  solicitude  which  pervades  the 
constitutional  policv  of  Great  Britain  on 
every  point  that  efiTects,  however  remotely, 
the  great  and  primary  concerns  of  civil  liberty 
and  domestic  security — blessings  which  it  is 
natuiai  to  value  most  highly  tn  a  country 
\vhere  they  arc  best  known  and  experienced. 
It  is  this  great  national  seniimcin  which  re- 
quites as  the  main  and  most  indispensable  pro- 
vision for  civil  security,  the  absolute  unqua- 
lified subordination  of  the  army  to  the  state. 
Or,  in  other  word*,  to  the  government  of 
the  counir)'.  Out  of  the  same  principle 
springs  the  necessity  of  peculiar  rcsirainu  on 


the  military  body,  and  the  abridgment  in 
their  case  of  kome  privileges  and  prac'ticcs, 
whirh  are  permitted,  bcc  luse  ihey  arc  not 
deemed  hazardous,  in  othei  pari^  of  life. 

14.  Amcngsi  the  chuf  of  (hose  rcstraiots 
arc  to  be  placed  the  itrict  piohibition  of 
military  combinaiioti  for  ihe  funhcrancc  of 
professional  views  or  wishes,  and  of  open 
and  conc(  rred  opposition  by  military  men  in 
their  miiirary  cnaracter  to  the  govcrnmcm 
or  (he  |>eiNoris  who  administer  u. 

1.5.  Tiiey  are  not  precluded  in  other  capa- 
cities, and  in  the  proper  place*,  to  take  what- 
ever share  they  may  approve  in  the  expression 
of  public  opinion,  or  in  the  promotion  of 
r.iwlul  objects  connected  with  u ;  but  these 
are  civil  not  military  pursuits  in  which  they 
can  he  permitted  to  partake,  only  divested 
of  (he  separate  charactcM*  and  influence  of  their 
order,  and  blended  with  the  mass  of  their 
countrymen.  The  exercise  of  these  political 
capacities  is  excluded  from  camps  aixl  gar- 
risons, t>ecause  itx  admission  there  is  incom- 
patible alike  with  every  military  and  civil 
buiv ;  and  neither  their  sovereign  nor  their 
country  wjll  endure  that  armies*  which  are 
the  servants  of  (he  state,  should  act  them- 
>e]ves  up  in  tumultuous  opposition  to  those 
who  are  clothed  with  its  authority  and  assume 
a  tone  of  defiai.ce  and  command,  where  they 
arc  bound  as  soldiers  and  subjects  to  obey.  It 
is  in  the  field  alone  that  armies  can  reap  a  fair 
and  genuine  renown  ;  when  they  look,  for  it 
elsewhere  they  lose  their  way,  and  meet  only 
reproach  and  dishonour  in  the  intricate  and 
disreputable  career  of  party  feuds  and  dissen- 
sion. 

16  It  were  to  be  lamented,  and  little  to 
the  credit  of  military  men,  if  on  points 
which  touch  so  nearly  all  that  is  most  dear  to 
their  country  they  should  cease  to  think  and 
feel  as  Englishmen  when  they  become  sol- 
diers and  should  suffer  the  partial  spirit  of  a 
profession  to  wean  ihcm  from  those  senti- 
ments and  sympathies,  which,  like  their  bre- 
thren in  civil  life,  they  imbibed  with  their 
milk,  and  which  distinguish  and  illustrate 
(heir  nation. 

1 7.  We  cannot  doubt,  therefore,  that  when 
these  true  English  principles  are  brought  to 
the  recollection  of  the  coast  army,  they  will 
perceive,  and  we  are  persuaded  will  acknow- 
ledge with  candour  and  regret,  how  far  re- 
moved all  that  has  been  passing  must  be 
1  bought  from  these  sounder  notions  of  pro- 
fessional d'uiy ;  and,  we  tru^t,  the  factious 
spirit  of  combination  which  has  lately  been 
fomented  amongst  them,  with  all  the  irregu- 
lar proceedings  to  which  it  has  given  birth, 
will  appear  as  reprehensible  to  the  officers 
of  that  .tnny  as  wc  ourselves  esteem  ihem. 

J 8.  To  apply  these  principles  to  the  pre- 
sent case,  the  title  alone  of  the  proposed 
address  to  the  govcmor-gerieral  in  council 
must  subject  that  paper  to  serious  censure. 

19.  It  is  intidcd,  **  The  respectful  memo- 
rial of  the  officers  of  the  Madras.army,** 
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10.  It  was  not  a  representation  of  the  com- 
mander-in  chief,  or  of  the  general  officers 
commanding  that  army,  on  its  beh.tlf :  li  was 
not  a  communication  from  a  few  officers  of 
Tank  and  consideration  setting  forth  t|ic'ir  own 
sentiments,  or  conveying  respectful  advice 
coMceruing  the  military  affiirs  or  interests  of 
the  coa<>t ;  but  it  was  to  bring  to  our  council 
board  a  clamorous  demand,  enforced  by  the 
combined  and  united  voice  of  an  army ;  in 
ohcr  words,  it  wa*  to  m  imidaic  and  over- 
awe the  :tu(hori(y  to  which  it  was  addressed. 

2t.  Thiit  attempt  at  ir>timidation  Wds  the 
more  reprehensible  as  it  was  altogether  unneces- 
sary, and  entirely  inapplicable  to  the  purposes 
avowed  by  the  memorialists.  It  will  not  be 
laid,  or,  to  speak  perhaps  more  correctly,  it 
will  not  he  avowed,  that  the  removal  of  Sir 
George  Birlow  from  the  government  of  fort 
St.  George  was  the  primary  and  substantive 
object  ot  their  proceedings;  and  that  the' ar- 
my was  to  spe.ik  in  a  body,  not  for  the  redress 
of  the^  grievances  set  forth  in  the  memoriali 
but  for  the  purpose  of  cashiering  and  electing 
governors  at  the  discretion  of  the  officers  of 
the  army.  If  the  redress  of  grievances  then 
was  the  object  proposed,  it  is  manifest  that  the 
purpose  could  not  be  accomplished,  but  was 
likely  to  be  impeded  by  this  culpable  proceed- 
ing. 

«2.  The  grievances  enumerated  in  that 
Mper  are,  the  exclusion  of  lieutenant-general 
Mc  Dowall  from  council ;  the  release  of 
colonel  Munro;  and  ihe  removal  of  the  ad- 
jutant and  deputy  adjutant-general  from  their 
offices. 

23.  The  first  of  those  complaints  related 
to  a  measure  adopted  as  the  memorialists  wt^ll 
know,  hv  the  honourable  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, ana  altogether  beyond  the  competence 
of  any  authority  in  India. 

24.  The  relea^  of  colonel  Munro  is  a 
measure  which,  if  it  was  wrong,  might  be  a 
fit  subject  of  representation  by  lieutenant-ge- 
neral Mc  Dowall,  whose  order  for  his  arreit 
had  been  superseded ;  as  commandcr-iii-chicf, 
he  was  the  proper  channel  for  that  represen- 
tation, first,  to  the  supreme  government,  and 
then  to  the  authorities  at  home.  The  inter- 
position of  the  army  itself  was  unnecessary 
and  culhpable. 

25.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  adjtitant  and  deputy  adjutant- 
general.  The  adjutant-general  had  himself 
embarked  for  England  ;  the  commander-in- 
chief  was  also  on  his  passage.  The  conduct 
of  that  discussion  in  England  might  be  safely 
left  to  them,  and  could  not  be  assumed  by 
any  other  persons  with  equal  propriety.  , 

All  these  important  points  could  receive  a 
definitive  decision  from  the  supreme  autho- 
rities in  England  alone.  To  agitate  them 
here  could  neither  influence  nor  accelerate 
that  decision ;  and  could  answer  one  purpose 
alone>  that  of  fomenting  a  spirit  ef  discon- 
tent and  contrcrversy,  encouraging  murmurs, 
and  exciting  heat  aixifimncnt  in  the  army ; 


all  which  It  was  for  the  public  interest,  and 
not  less  for  the  interest  of  the  army  than  of 
government  and  the  rest  of  the  community, 
to  prevent  or  appease.  It  was  surely  the  ma* 
nifest  duty  of  every  servant  of  the  company, 
whether  civil  or  military,  and  must  have  been 
the  earnest  .desire  of  every  honest  and  honour- 
able inan,  to  devise  every  possible  means  of 
tranquillizing  the  minds  of  the  public,  allay - 
ir»ig  past  irritation,  and  promoting  a  return 
of  temper  and  har(nony,  at  least  during  that 
interval. 

27.  If  the  conduct  of  the  memorialists 
could  not  contribute  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  ends  they  possessed,  -it  is  obvious  that 
the  manifestation  of  a  turbulent  spirit,  and,  of  a 
dispositioti  to  excite  in  the  army  sentiments 
of  disaffection  and  to  involve  the  omccrs  at 
large  in  acts  of  insubordination  and  hostility 
towards  the  legal  government  of  the  country, 
could  onl^  prejudice  the  public  cause,  which 
served  as  a  pretext  for  their  proceedings,  by 
making  it  at  least  questionable.whethcr  the  au« 
ihorities  to  which  the  appeal  was  made  might 
think  it  compatible  witn  the  honour  of  go- 
vernment and  the  interests  of  the  public,  that 
they  should  concede  to  violence  and  sedition 
even  those  points,  if  there  had  been  any  such 
in  their  case,  which  might  in  other  circum- 
stances have  been  viewed  more  favourably. 

28.  If  we  confine  ourselves, therefore,  mere- 
ly to  this  general  view  of  the  form  which  the 
memorial  bears,  we  should  find  too  much 
room  for  censur^.  But  the  impressions  made 
upon  us  by  the  general  character  and  aspect 
of  this  proceeding  are  confirmed  bv  a  closer 
examination  of  the  matter  and  suostance  of 
the  memorial. 

29.  That  the  authors  of  this  paper  invite 
the  army  at  large  to  deliberate  on  certain  mea- 
sures adopted  by  the  government  of  Fort  St, 
George,  and  to  enforce  by  the  joint  and 
united  act  of  a  military  body  the  insolent  and 
factious  demand  of  tne  removal  of  the  fir»t 
member  of  that  government,  is  plainly  writ- 
ten in  the  memori.il.  This  is  alone  a  great 
and  culpable  departure  from  the  first  and  clear- 
est duties  of  the  military  profession. 

30.  But  there  is  one  feature  of  positive 
sedition,  too  plain  and  striking  to  be  mistaken 
or  overlooked. 

31.  The  paper  bears  the  title  of  m^mor/a/, 
and  the  epithet  of  **  respectful"  is  added  to 
it.  It  is  a  petition  to  the  supreme  govern- 
ment i  the  prayer  of  which  is,  to  remove, 
the  governor  of  Fort  St.  George  from  his 
office.  But  this  memorial  does  not  trtut  en- 
tirely to  the  reasoning  it  contains  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  request  so  extraordinary.  The  me- 
morialists have  thought  it  advisable  to  fortify 
the  argument,  and  to  enforce  the  petition, 
by  a  pretty  intelligible  intimation,  that  if  the 
supreme  government  should  hesitate  to 
remove  a  governor  who  is  obnoxious  to 
them,  they  will  uke  the  matter  into  their 
own  bands,  and  make  a  new  governor  them- 
kIvcs*— **  They  cannot  auppreu  tbeexpre»> 


,^76 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I8O9. 


•ion  of  their  concern  it  the  manner  in  which 
the  excluJtivc  rights  of  the  army  have  re- 
cently been  violated  ;  anri  of  their  dan^ine 
hope  and  earnest  intreaty,  that  the  supreme 
frovemment  may  in  its  wisdom  be  induced 
to  appease  their  just  alarms,  and  to  antUipaU 
tbt  txtreme  crisis  0/  their  agitniio/ii  by  releasing 
them  from  the  controal  of  a  ruler,  whose 
*    measures,**  &c.  &c.  &c. 

If  it  is  contended  that  this  passage  is  in 
its  letter  susceptible  of  some  other  and  less 
criminal  interpretation,  it  must  at  the  same 
time  he  admitted  thai  the  words  naturally 
bear  the  construction  which  we  have  put 
upon  them ;  such  a  menace  was  never  address- 
ed by  such  memorialists  to  such  a  quarter  in 
plaitt  unambigiious  language.  I'hat  the 
phrase  is  equivocal,  and  may  hy  any  con- 
struction import  a  threat,  is  in  such  a  paper 
figged,  as  was  proposed,  by  all  the  officers 
of  a  powerful  army,  to  be  received  as  an 
tzphcit  expression  of  rhat  sense  and  rings 
the  crime  fully  and  satisfactorily  home  to 
its  authors. 

S2.  In  considering  the  subject  matter  of 
this  Qjemorial,  we  perceive,  that  of  the  three 
complaints  preferred  in  it,  there  is  not  one 
which  could  be  made,  with  propriety,  the 
subject  of  a  representation  from  the  army 
it  large,  even  if  such  representations  were 
justifiab'e  in  any  cp.se. 

SS.  Whether  his  Majesty  shall  call  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  into  his 
cabinet  council  or  not,  it  is  fbr  his  Majesty,, 
with  the  a  Ivice  of  his  ministers,  to  decide, 
ki  his  discretion.  The  commander-in-chief 
of  the  whole  B  itish  forces  is  not  necessarily 
a  member  of  administration  or  of  either 
house  of  Pjriiiment ;  and  we  are  well  assured 
th.^t  no  ofliccr  in  his  Majesty's  service  could 
be  found,  if  the  recent  conduct  of  Lieut. 
Gen.HayMc  Dowall  should  not  compel  us  to 
make  an  exception  in  his  case,  who  would 
countenance  or  promote  a  representation 
fiom  the  British  a  niy  at  large  to  his  Majesty, 
Or  to  Pa  liament,  on  that  subject. 

34.  Whether  the  commarider-in-cbief  of 
the  army  of  the  East  India  company  serving 
under  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  or 
Bombay,  shall  be  appointed  to  a  seat  at  the 
coimcil  board,  or  not,  is  a  question  which 
is  left  by  law  to  the  decision  of  the  honour- 
able the  court  of  directors  whose  duty  and 
privilege  it  is  to  determine  it  according  to 
their  views  of  public  convenience  and  ad- 
vantage. 

35.  The  complaint  upon  this  subject  is 
introduced  in  the  memorial  immediately 
after  the  assertion,  in  lofty  and  declamatory 
language,   that   the  **  humble  memoria'ists 

'  are  not  the  a^e^t  sUvu  of  a  country  enthralled 
hy  despotism ;  and  that  they  respectfully  assert 
a  tlaim  to  certain  rights  amd privileges^  the  en* 
joyment  of  which  may  be  allowed  to  them 
without  impairing  or  encroaching  on  the 
dignity  uf  government,  or  in  any  way  in- 
terfering with  the  other  departments  of  the 
sute." 


36.  When  such  a  body  as  an  army  if  in- 
vited to  assert  a  claim  of  rights  and  privileget, 
care  should  be  taken  by  those,  who  do  mit 
propose  to  sow  the  seeds  of  revolt  aiKl  pubiip 
trouble,  to  deSne  those  rights  and  privileges. 
No  affected  ambiguity,  at  leas;, should  attend 
such  declarations ;  and  when  a  complaint 
of  the  exclusion  of  the  commander  in  chief 
from  council  immediately  fo'totvs  such  de- 
clarations, and  stands  in  front  of  the  griev^p- 
ces  which  the  memorial  sets  forth,  if  it  was 
not  intended  to  class  the  admissiun  of  the 
commander-in-chief  to  council  amongst 
those  rights  and  privileges  of  the  army 
which  they  would  be  aiject  slaves  if  they  r'ij 
not  assert^  that  claim  snould  have  been  ex- 

Clic  tly   disavowed,  and  ought  not  to  have 
een  strongKy  countenanced  by  a    form  a( 
language  scarcely  ambiguous. 

37.  We  deem  it  proper  to  declare  ex- 
plicitly, that  the  admission  of  the  comman- 
der-in  chief  of  the  coast  army  to  a  seat  at 
the  council  board  of  that  presidency,  is  not 
amongst  the  rights  and  privileges  of  tne  coast 
army  ;  and  that  any  representation  upon 
that  subject,  in  the  name  of  the  army  at 
large,  would  be  an  undue  interferenci;  with 
objects  not  within  their  competence,  and 
would  be  a  culpable  departure  from  the 
military  character,  and  from  the  proper 
duties  of  their  station. 

38.  It  has  been  attempted  to  perplex 
this  question  by  misrepresenting  the  omces 
and  duty  of  the  commander-in-chief  in  his 
office  of  counsellor  when  he  has  a  seat  at 
the  board,  and  above  all,  by  introducing 
some  indistinct  and  confused  notions  of  a 
representative  character  which  is  ascribed 
to  him  as  a  member  of  government.  The 
confusion  of  ideas  on  this  subject  is  still 
increased  by  their  pointing  natura  ly  at 
some  false  ana'ogy  between  the  rights  of 
representation  in  the  political  constitution 
of  the  British  legis  ature  an<l  the  right  of 
the  army  of  Fori  St  George  to  be  represeiH- 
ed  in  the  government  of  that  presidency. 
To  this  right  is  added  the  claim,  that  the 
commander- in  chief  for  the  time  being  shall, 
by  virtu.'  of  hU  office,  be  that  representa- 
tive., 

39.  tt  is  obvious  tliat  a  step  more  in  this 
process  of  confu<ed  analogy,  would  sf^  up 
a  claim  ibr  the  urmy  to  the  election  of  lu 
own  representative  in  the  government  of 
Fort  St.  George. 

40.  This  tisiHie  of  error  must  either  be 
the  work  of  extreme  ignorance,  or  must 
have  been  constructed  for  the  purposes  of 
deception,  and  tendered  by.  designing  men 
to  the  presumed  ignorauce  of  others;  but  as 
it  has  been. a  fruitful  source  of  de  usiuo,  and 

'  as  •'  rep  e.^entative  in  oiuncil*  has  been 
made  a  sort  of  watch-word  in  the>e  dii'sen- 
sittns,  it  appears  important  to  rectify  the 
false  opinions  which  may  have  been  imbibed 
upon  these  -points,  and  to  substitiue  plain 
truth  and  reason  in  the  room  of  tJi  the  per- 
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Blezed  and  iDdistinot  fiUacies,  in  ^hich  it 
ha«  been  the  ttudy  of  an  artful  faaioa  to 
'rnungle  the  sense  and  feelings  of  their 
linwary  and  less  informed  brethren. 

41.  A  commander- in-chief. who  iaa  member 
of  council,  has  precisely  the  same  character 
and  duties  as  his  colleagues ;  he  is  not  the 
representative  of  the  army  in  any  sense  of 
the  word,  and  still  less  in  the  sense  which 
may  peihiips  have  been  intended,  of  his 
being  charged  in  council  with  the  separate 
interests  of  the  a'my,  as  distinct  from  those 
of  the  public  and  the  general  service  of 
government  The  commander-in-chief,  as 
a  member  of  council,  is  the  delegate,  not  of 
the  troops,  which  in  another  character  he 
pommandsin  the  field,  hot  of  the  East  India 
company,  and  of  the  British  nation.  Ht 
is  charged  with  the  public  intere<sts — he  is 
charged  also  with  the  interest  of  the  civil, 
as  he  is  of  the  military,  servants  of  the  com- 
pany, and  with  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  whole  population,  European  and  Native, 
of  the  provinces  sul^ect  to  the  presidency 
to  which  he  belongs.  But  the  army  has  no 
exclusive,  nor  even  preferable  claim,  upon 
the  councils  of  the  commander-in-chief  as  a 
member  of  government ;  nor  is  it  necessary 
for  its  interests  that  it  should.  To  drop 
therefore  the  false  term  of  representative, 
and  all  the  errors  which  it  is  calculated  to 
produce,  and  to  jspeak  in  the  true  language 
of  the  civil  and  military^  constitution  of 
these  provinces,  the  president  in  council, 
who  constitutes  the  sole  military  as  well  as 
civil  government  of  the  country,  is  charged 
on  one  hand  with  the  duty  of  regulating  the 
army  for  the  public  good,  and  on  Hit  other, 
with  that  of  providing  duly  for  the  interests 
of  the  army  itself. 

42.  That  government  will  consult  the 
experience  of  the  commander-in-chief  in 
both  the  branches  of  his  military  councils, 
if  he  is  a  member  of  their  board  ; — they  will 
consult  him  out  of  council  if  he  is  not  their 
colleague.  And  if  any  commanler-in-chicf 
shoukl  have  rendered  himself  unworthy  of 
tbetr  confidence,  it  is  not  to  be  apprehenicled 
ihAt  fidelity,  experience,  and  judgment,  will 
be  wanting  in  the  superior  ranks  of  the 
army  to  supply  the  blank.. 

43.  We  abstain  from  de'ivering  any 
opinion  upon  the  general  question,  whether 
it  is  expedient,  or  not,  that  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  army  on  the  coast  should  be  a 
member  of  government  It  is  enough  tor 
the  present  purpoi^c  ro  declare,  that  this  is 
purely  a  question  oi  public  expediency,  and 
in  no  respect  connected  with  any  c  aim  of 
right  or  privilege  in  the  armjr 

44.  The  next  complaint  is,  the  release  of 
lieut.co4.  Munro. 

45.  When  an  army  steps  so  far  aside 
from  the  path  of  its  proper  and  legitimate 
duties  as  to  become  the  iustrument  of  party, 
to  mix  in  political  views,  and  to  undertake 
ihe  retnoval  of  governors  or  ministers,  we 


ahould  have  expected  that  any  grievance 
they  should  adduce  in  support  of  a  proceed- 
ing so  foreign  to  their  own  charaaer  sh.  uld 
consist  at  least  in  some  act  of  grievance  and 
intolerable  oppression.  The  measure  which 
is  the  subject  of  this  complaint  is,-  on  the 
contrary,  an  act  of  grace  and  justice  It  is 
not  the  unjust  arrest  of  any  officer  for  pur- 
poses of  oppression  and  vengeance  :  but  it 
u  the.  relief  of  an  officer,  amongst  the  most 
respected  in  the  army,  Irom  the  most  tyran''- 
nit-al  and  detestable  abuse  of  power  bf 
which  an  innocent  and  highly  meritorious 
individual  was  ever  oppressed. 

46.  We  shall  ever  consider  the  prosecn- 
tioo  of  colonel  Munro.  anfi  the  part  which 
lieutenant-general  MDowall-  bore  in  that 
transaction  as  acts  of  extreme  injustice,  so 
far  as  they  reUte  to  the  individual  who  was 
the  subject  -of  them;  bat  these  measures 
were  not  less  <ulpab:e  in  other  points  of 
view.  Both  the  advice  which  lieot  -loU 
Munro  gave  to  abo'ish  the  tent  contract, 
which  we  consider  as  the  real  object  o'  the 
proceedings  and  the  memorial  conveying 
that  advice,  a  few  lines  in  which  were  made 
without  any  imaginable  foundation  the 
ostensible  ground  of  the  charges  preferred 
against  him,  had  been  not  merely  approved, 
hut  app'auiled  by  every  authority  to  which 
they  could  officially  be  submitted ;  by  Sir 
J.  Cradock,  commander-in-chief  of  the  army, 
in  which  the  accusers  of  col.  Munro  are 
officers;  by  the  governor  and  council  of 
Fort  St.  George,  who  held  the  supreme 
military  authority  under  which  these  officers 
served  ;  by  the  commander  in  chief  in  India, 
to  whom  as  officers  they  owed  implicit  re- 
verence and  respect ;  and.  lastly  by  the 
governor-general  in  council  the  supreme 
and  highest  British  authonty  in  the  East. 
To  charge  either  the  measure  which  has 
been  adopted  under  these  authorities  or  the 
reasons  upon  which  it  was  recommended, 
and  which  ha  I  been  s:in(;^ione(i  and  app^ov. 
ed  bvthe  same  authorities,  as  base  And  infa. 
mous  crimes,  was  a  studied  insu  t  offtrcd  by 
those  «ffi  crs,  and  bv  licu'.-g  ucidi  M  t- 
^lowall  who  sopporffd  at.d  ro-p'* rated  with 
them,  lo  every  aurhuriiy  whirh  ii  w^is  thfir 
duty  to  respect.  This  prwredifg  aimed  also 
distinctly  at  withdrawint:  ihe  m^uHgemrnt  ard 
direction  ofallmdnaiy  arran^rtn<nl  regarding 
the  regulation  and  ccoi  omy  of  the  army  from 
ihc  leg;il  authorifN  of  government,  in  order  to 
place  ix  in  the  sh^p"  of  ccHirts  martiitl  u.ider 
the  dircc'ion  ol  the  t  ffi:crs  of  the  army  thc-m- 
selvrs.  L  en'. -col.  Munro  w«s  he  noiniml 
culprit,  ail  the  articles  were  to  b/^r  the  af>» 
iurd,  and  loi  ih.u  reason  wc  mum  bflicvc  the 
collusive  and  pretended  accusation  ajiaint  him 
of  caluTiSny  and  slander ;  but  the  tent  cotjtrart, 
or  rather  its  abolition,  was  in  effrft  to  be  the 
subject,  for  no  other  substantial  subject  existed 
forihcirial. 

47.  Wc  should  indeed  have^  been  Mir- 
prizcd,  as  well  as  concerned*  if  any  consider 
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able  pjrt  of  the  coatt  army  had  been  pre* 
▼ailed  upon  to  staio  the  pure  and  honourable 
character  of  their  profession,  by  lending  ibeir 
countenance  in  any  shape,  or  in  any  sta^, 
10  a  proceeding  stamped,  as  this  prosecution 
was,  with  injustice  and  oppression,  and 
founded  on  such  motives  as  all  the  circum- 
ataoces  conspire  to  vindicate.^ 

48.  But  it  is  said,  Colonel  Munro  Was 
only  to  be  tried,  and  if  innocent,  would  have 
been  acquitted.  Yet  the  memorialists  them- 
aclves  allege,  that  h«  was  already  con- 
demned; having  incurred  the  suspicion  of 
having  acted  in  a  manner  that  was  most 
generally  considered  to  have  bt^n  criminal. 
**  Having  incurred  the  suspicion^**  arc  mere 
words  of  hxm*.  The  meaning  of  the  passage 
is  a  positive  assertion,  that  lieutenant-colonel 
Monro  had  acted  in  a  manner  that  was  most 
generally  coniiid'^red  to  have  been  criminal. 
We  asuime  this  to  be  the  meaning  of  the 
passage,  because  there  was  no  question  con* 
ceming  |he  facts. 

49*  It  it  difficult  to  imagine  that  such  a 
charge  as  that  which  was  preferred  against 
lieut. -colonel  Munro,  should  have  rested 
only  on  vague  report  ;  and  that  the  officers 
who  signed  it  should  not  have  used  all  the 
means  in  their  power  to  obtain  the  perusal 
of  a  paper  on  which  they  meant  to  found  an 
accusation  of  libel.  We  must  therefore  pre- 
sume, that  the  memorial  on  the  tent  con- 
tract was  io  the  hands  of  those  who  charged 
its  author  with  defamation.  From  that 
memorial  therefore,  never  denied  nor  dis- 
avowed by  lieii  enant-colonel  Munro.  and 
capable  of  certain  and  cvsy  pioof,  is  to  be  col- 
lected, '*  the  manner  in  which  he  had  acted  ;*' 
and  if  that  mani>er  of  acting  was  already  most 
generally  accounted  crimiital,  sentence  was 
already  pas^c'd,  so  far  as  faith  can  be  given  to 
the  memorial  intended  to  be  pre>ented  to  this 
government.  We  trust  however  more  in  the 
honot^rof  the  army,  than  in  the  pany  feel- 
ings of  the  memorialists ;  and  we  hope  they 
were  too  sanguine  in  their  ex^ieciaiions  of  so 
unjust  a  sentence.  But  although  the  acquit- 
tal of  lieu  .-colooel  Munro  must  be  supposed 
possible,  it  was  not  tit  thai  «ach  an  oHicer 
should  be  brought  to  the  bjr  as  a  criminal  for 
his  honest  services.  It  was  not  fit  that  the 
mode  of  providing  carriage  for  the  camp 
equipage  of  the  army,  approved  and  adopted 
as  it  had  been  by  all  tbr  legal  authorities  in 
India,  should  be  ap^icviled  from  these  autho- 
rities to  a  board  of  officers.  It  was  not  fit 
that  this  first  step  should  pass  without  op})o- 
sition  in  the  process  of  usurping  the  regula- 
tions of  the  army  from  government  to  the 
ofliccrs  of  the  army.  It  was  not  becoming 
that  the  supreme  government,  the  comman- 
der-in-chief of  India,  the  .  government  of 
Fort  St.  George*  and  the  late  commander-in- 
chief  of  that  presidency,  Sir  John  Francis 
Cradock,  should  hold  up  their  bands  as  cuU 


prits  bAarc  a  tribunal  of  oflicen  silting  m 
judgment  Hipon^  the  deliberate  measures  of 
their  governmen'f. 

•  50.  The  whole  proceeding  was  monstrous, 
and  we  repeat  in  the  strongest  terms  our 
warmest  approbation  of  your  just,  legal,  and 
indispensable  interposition  on  ihar  occasion 
to  vindicate  the  honour  of  your  government, 
and  to  shield  o*>e  of  yoor  best  and  ablest  ser- 
vants from  an  arbitrary  ai)d  oppressive  abuse  of 
power.  If  you  had  omitted  to  do  so,  you 
would  have  failed  in  the  most  sacred  duties  of 
your  high  stations,  and  wrnib  have  merited, 
because  )|ou  would  have  sanctioned,  thai  long 
tram  of  insult  and.  encroachment  which  was 
to  follow,  and  of  which  the  prosecution  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Munro  would  have  pro* 
ved  to  be  only  the  first  experimental  step. 

51.  It  is  admitted,  that  the  wanane  to 
hold  courts  martial  is  addressed  10  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  we  deem  his  auihoriiy 
exclusive  in  that  branch  of  the  public  admi- 
iiistrato-  •  But  the  abuse  of  a  legal  power  is 
illegal,  and  the  supreme  military  controul  of 
the  governor  in  council  extends  inourjadg- 
ment,  and  beyond  all  doubt,  to  the  preven- 
tion of  such  abuses.  This  (Joes  not  suppose 
an  habitual  and  indiscriminate  interference. 
W-  assert  only  for  the  government  of  Fort 
Si.  George  a  right  and  a  legal  power  to  come, 
in  extraordinary  cases,  to  the  support  of  their 
own  authority,  and  against  seditious  encroach- 
ment combined  with  the  oppression  of  inno- 
cent men,  by  a  gross  abuse  of  the  power  con- 
fided 10  ihe  commander-in-chief  in  the  direc- 
tion of  military  prosecutions. 

58.  If  this  opinion  were  wrong,  there  are 
higher  authorities  who  have  power  to  pro- 
nounce it  erroneous.,  and  to  provide  another 
remedy,  which  in  that  case  would  be  neces- 
sary for  the  evil  supposed. 

53.  In  the  mean  while  your  opinion  was 
binding,  and  when  confirmed  by  ours,  is  stil! 
more  so,  on  the  army  of  Fort  St.  George, 
who  are  not  the  judges  either  in  the  first  or 
last  resort  on  that  object. 

.54.  This  is  not  a  Question  in  which  the 
officers  of  the  army  could  be  justified  to 
interfere.  It  concerns  the  extent  of  yoor 
legal  powers  under  the  constitution  of  yoor 
government,  upon  which  they  oimot  sit  in 
judgment.  If  the  commander-in-chief, 
lieutcnaiH-general  Hay  Macdowall,  differed 
with  you,  as  he  aficcts  to  do  on  that  point, 
he  might  have  properiy  stated  it  to  the  coun  of 
directors,  a^d  to  his  Majesty's  government, 
for  their  decision.  But  when  be  appealed 
that  question  to  the  army,  which  u  subject 
to  your  authority  in  India,  as  he  did  by  his 
general  order  of  the  sSih  January,  he  carried 
that  controversy  to  a  tribunal  the  incompe- 
tence of  which  he  well  knew,  and  before 
Vhich  the  agitation  of  such  a  question,  as  it 
could  tend  to  no  useful  conclusion,  so  it  could 
baldly  fail  to  kiudle  animosity  and  excite  dis* 
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cord  tending  assuredly  to  tome  mode  or 
Oiherof  public  di&ordert  ind  perhaps  eventu- 
ally CO  military  insubordinaiion  and  mutiny  ir- 
•clf,  in  the  pro*»res$  of  which  calamity  and 
distress  were  sure  ro  fall  first  and  heaviest  on 
bis  own  friends  and  asu>ciatcs. 

55.  We  pass  naturally  from  the  general 
•Tdcr  ju5(  mciKionrd  to  the  dismissal  of  the 
officers  who  published  it  to  the  army,  and 
our  sentimenrt  on  that  subject  must  materially 
depend  on  the  opinion  we  entertain  of  the 
character  and  tendency  of  the  order  itself. 

56.  In  deliberating  00  this  subject,  we 
have  not  thought  ourselves  bound  by  the 
form  under  which  the  si^bstance  ana  real 
pui  view  of  this  paper  has,  for  obvious  reasons, 
been  disguised. 

57.  Jt  purports  to  be  arepnmand,to  lieu- 
tenant-colonel -Munro,  but  siibsuotiatly  it 
conveys  in  every  line  a  reprimand  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Fort  St.  George,  and  that  re- 
primand is  addressed  to  the  army  subject 
to  its  authority.  The  subject  xT|airer  of  the 
censure  pa^^scd  ostensibly  on  colonel  Munro, 
reT)ders  it  inseparable  from  a  censure  on  the 
jovernment.^  The  ottence  charged  upon 
that  officer,  in  his  appeal  to  the  president  in 
council  from  an  arrest  imposed  upon  him  by 
the  commander-iti-chicf.  and  the  general 
order  iuelf  informs  the  army  that. the  appeal 
which  is  subject  to  his  reprimand  was  follow- 
ed not  by  the  reproof  but  by  the  protection  of 
government. 

58.  Lieutenant-colonel  Munro  h-jd  exhaust- 
ed all  the  means  he  possessed  of  obtaining  re- 
lief from  the  commander-in-chief  himself. 
This  it  was  his  duty  10  do  in  the  first  instance. 
But  when  justice  was  denied  him  in  that  quar- 
ter, and  when  the  hand  of  persecution  pres- 
sed close  ujwn  him,  we  are  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  he  had  a,  right  to  claim  the 
pioiection  of  the  supreme  military  authority, 
which  is  vested  by  law  in  tbc  governor  in 
council  of  Fort  St.  George. 

59.  If  that  government  possessed  a  legal 
power  to  intervene  in  a  case  of  abuse,  it  could 
n«»t  be  criminal  in  the  party  suffering  under 
it  10  claim  th'^ir  pioiection,  and  the  conduct 
of  l[euten»nt-colonci  Munrp  could  not  justly 
be  made  the  subject  of  a  reprimand. 

60.  That  the  government  of  Fort  St. 
George  is  not  re»' rained  by  law  from  this 
particular  exercise  of  the  supreme  military 
powers  which  it  possesses,  was  acknowledged 
by  lieuten^iit-grncral  Macdowall  himself, 
smde  he  obeyed  iheir  orders  for  the  release 
of  licutcnJini-colonel  Munro.  If  that  order 
bad  not  only  been  an  ui  due  encroachment  on 
his  own  auinority  as  commander-in-chief,  but 
had  been  beyorid  the  legal  aiid  competent  pow- 
ers of  those  who  issuedit,  be  would  not  have 
been  bound  to  obey  it,  as  he  distinctly  pro- 
fessed himself  to  be. 

61.  Tbc  government  of  Fort  St.  George 
did  not  exceed  therefore  their  legal  powers, 
and  the  only  question  that  could  be  made 
"was,  whether  they  exercised  them  properly 
in  the  partictilar  insunce.    Oo  that  point, 


undoubtedly*  the  govetmasent  of  Fort  St. 
George  is  subject  to  the  responsibility  which 
is  inseparable  from  the  exercise  of  all  dele* 
gated  authority.  But  to  what  tribunal  were 
they  amenabk  ?  Where  was  it  proper,  where 
was  it  for  the  public  interest,  that  lieutenant- 
general  Macdowali  should  carry  bis  appeal  ^ 
to  the  army  of  Fort  St.  George,  or  to  the 
kiiig,  and  court  of  directors? 

6^.  That  he  should  convey  this  questioa 
to  the  army,  in  the  shape  of  a  reprimand  10 
lieutenant-colonel  Munro,  appears  to  be  ill 
contradiction  with  his  own  sentiments  on  the 
subject,  as  we  have  just  stated  them ;  for  if 
the  government  of  Jrort  St.  George  had  « 
legal  power  to  release  lieutenant-colotiel 
Munro,  it  could  not  be  criminal,  it  could 
not  in  any  mode  or  degree  be  culpablir;  ic 
could  not  incur  the  penalty  of  a  repirimand  ; 
but  it  was  his  clear  right  and  privilege  to 
claim  the  legal  and  competent  protection  oJF 
government  from  the  oppression  of  the  conn 
mander-in-chief. 

63.  If  the  government,  dn  the  contrar^jf; 
did  not  possess  those  powers,  liethcnant-ge- 
neral  Macdowali  owed  them  not  obedience. 

64.  If  the  legality  of  those  poWers  be  dis* 
puted,  notwithstanding  the  testimony  borne 
to  it  by  lieutenant-general  Macdowall's  sub- 
mission, it  is  again  to  be  asked,  to  what  tri- 
bunal  that  disputed  question  ought  to  have 
been  subiiiitted<->to  the  army,  or  to  the  su- 
preme authorities  in  England  ? 

65.  It  is  also  to  be  enquired,  whether, 
in  a  controversy  between  the  commaoder-io- 
chief  and  the  governmei^t,  concerning  the 
limits  of  their  respective  authorities,  ic  w^ 
fit  that  lieutenant-general  Macdowali  should 
arrogate  the  decision  to  himself;  and,  sanc- 
tioned alone  by  his  own  opinion  in  his  owa 
case,  should  inflict  a  severe  punishment  6b 
lieutenant-colonel  Munro  for  having  acted  on 
a  different  opinion,  bat  one  which  had  been 
supported  b^  the  judgment  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  is  to  say,  of  an  authority,  and  of  ' 
a  miiitaiy  authority,  to  which  that  of  the 
commander-in-chief  himself,  and  of  the 
whole  army,  is  made  subordinate  by  an  act 
of  the  British  legislature;  an  authority  to 
which  they  owed  implicit  obedieiKe,  and 
which  musr,  at  the  very  least,  have  been  felt 
to  challenge  sufficient  respect  to  exempt  an 
individual  officer  from  the  imputation  of  m 
crime  for  having  acted  conformably  to  it.     " 

66.  The  reprimand  to  lieutenant-colonel 
Munro,  therefore,  was  not  only  not  necessary, 
but  it  was  unjust  and  inconsistent  with  toe 
principle  which  lieutenant-general  MacdowaU 
bad  himself  professed. 

67.  For  these  reasons,  we  consider  tbc  . 
shape  given  to  the  general  orders  of  the  s8ih 
of  January  as  merely  colo»urable  ;  and  we  are 
of  opinion  that  the  reprimand  u>  lieutenant- 
colonel  Munro  was  avideotly  intended  only 
as  a  vehicle  for  circulating,  throughout  the 
army  serving  under  the  governinent  of  Fort  ^ 
St.  George,  a  vebemeut  and  iotemperatQ 
public  ccnsui^  of  that  goverBintDry  and  au '- 
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intlartimatory  address  to  the  professional  feel- 
ings of  that  army,  and  to  topics  thought 
likely  to  produce  irritation  and  disorder.  It 
Va$,  in  other  words,  a  inost  seditious  paper, 
ondcr  the  title  of  a  general  order  to  the  army, 
>nd  hearing  ihe  thin  disguise  of  a  reprimand 
to  a  particular  officer. 

68.  That  this  attempt  to  excite  irritation, 
and  to  produce  disorderly  conduct  amongst 
fhe  officers  of  the  army,  has  not  b;en  entirely 
trtksucces&ful,  we  lament  the  necessity  of  ac- 
knowlcdgingi  and  that  those  designs  have 
nevtr'hrless  been  substantially  fmstrated,  and 
liafc  failed  in  far  the  greater  part,  we  have  a 
cordial  iatisfdcfion  in  ascribing,  first,  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  army  at  large,  which  could 
not  be  misica  1  by  fallacies  so  easilv  detected  ; 
but  next,  and  prmcipally,  to  the  firm  attach- 
ment to  the  duties  of  their  profession,  and 
to  that  steady  loyalty  and  incorruptible  fidelity, 
which,  in  that  army,  wc  are  confident,  will 
tytr  be  fourid  proof  against  ilie  acts  and  sedi' 
lions  of  faction, 

69.  Notwithstanding  the  sentiments  we 
have  expressed  coneernitig  the  true  nature 
and  tendency  of  the  general  order  in  question, 
we  have  not  neglected  to  consider  whether 
the  officers  who  gave  it  currency  by  the  orders 
dl"  the  commander-in-chief,  were  responsi- 
ble for  its  criminal  purport,  and  were  on  that 
account  justly  Removed  from  their  officers. 

70.  In  deliberating  upon  this  question,  we 
resorted  naturally  to  such  general  principles 
applicable  to  the  subject  as  we  thought  best 
established,  and  most  free  from  doubt« 

jTf,  The  foUowing  propositions  have  ap- 
peared to  us  of  that  dcscripiion. 

First,  That  as  a  general  principle,  a  mili- 
tary officer  is  not  only  justified  in  obeying  an 
cfder  of  his  superior,  but  that  he  is  bound 
to  do  so,  without  regard  to  the  quality  of  the 
order.  Under  this  head  we  consider  the  ad- 
jmant-gencral  as  obliged,  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner, by  the  duties  oT  his  office,  to  publish 
to  thr  army  any  orders  which  the  commander- 
in-chief  may  commit  to  him  for  that  purpose. 
We  arc  clearly  of  opinion^  as  a  general  prin- 
rrjlt ,  that  th(  adju:aiit-general  js  not  bound 
to  ']'  liberate  on  the  propriety  of  the  order 
'VI.  Ir  he  is  commanded  to  issue;  that  it 
1  '/  J  b-  a  breach  of  military  duty  to  do  so; 
t».p'  n  IS  mcrdy  tninistcriaf  in  these  func- 
ti**  ,  .'U*.  1%  not  r-spop.sihlr  for  the  propriety 
or  jnu'ojirircy  of  the  orderi  he  may  circu- 
late (j{!i  va\\\  to  ihc  army. 

7«.  We  regard  these  principles  as  very 
im|>ortant,  and  in  a  mdnner  fundamental  in 
the  theory  of  military  subornation 

Secondlyi  We  consider,  however,  as  not  less 
estalilishcd,  that  the  general  principle  above 
stated  is  subject  to  exception  and  modification. 
The  mndihcation  by  which  the  gen«ral  prin- 
eipk  r>f  fcimple  obedience  ought  to  be  limited  is, 
in  our  judgment,  the  followiug:  Thit  mw/- 
rial  orders  are  not  to  be  obeyed,  and  thai  the 
officer  who  executes  a  criminal  order  of  hii 
toperior  is  pcrsotuily  r^iponsiblc  for  his  con- 


duct. We  look  upon  this  modification  of 
the  general  military  principles  as  forming  it- 
self a  great  and  primitive  principle,  not  led 
important  and  fundamental  for  the  civil  secu- 
rity of  society,  than  wc  allow  the  other  max- 
im of  implicit  obedience  to  be  for  the  due 
support  of  military  suborninaiioD. 

73.  Considering  then,  as  wc  have  already 
stated,  the  general  order  of  thecSrh  January, 
as  a  seditious  paper,  we  might  at  once  pro- 
nounce the  adjutant  and  deputy  adjutant-gene- 
ral  guilty  of  sedition  by  the  publication  of 
that  order,  notwithstanding  the  authority'ao- 
dcr  which  they  acted. 

74.  But  that  judgment  would  not  be  jas- 
tified  by  the  mere  criminaiity  df  ih«t  order 
which  they  issued ;  and  it  is  necessary, 
in  order  to  establish  their  participation 
in  the  crime,  and  to  render  them  person- 
ally responsible,  to  vhow  that  tiicy  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  seditious  character  of  the 
paper. 

75.  Ill  forming  our  judgment  upon  thit 
point, /we  have  not  considered  it  as  an  ab- 
stract question,  but  as  fit  to  be  combined  with 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  espe- 
cially with  those  in  which  the  parties  con- 
cerned were  placed;  and  from  this  view 
of  the  question,  it  has  in  our  opinion  resah- 
ed,  that  colonel  Capper  and  major  Boles  are 
to  be  considered  as  partaking  personally  io 
this  act  of  lieutenaiu-general  Kiacdowall,  and 
as  deeply  r^ponsiblc  for  iu  pernicious  and  cri- 
minal tendency. 

76.  Before  this  order  was  prepared,  it  was 
not  only  known  to  those  confidential  staff 
officers  of  the  commander-in-  chief,  but 
U  was  notorious  to  the  wholcarmy  and  act- 
ttement,  that  there  was  a  warm  and  vehemeot 
dissension  between  the  commander-in  chief* 
and  the  government.  These  officers  were 
acquainted  with  the  prosecution  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Monro,  and  the  part  which 
lieutenant-general  Macdowall  had  taken  in 
that  proceeding  ;  they  knew  every  step  iq 
that  extraordinary  transactio»  was  a  studied 
insult  to  the  government ;  they  knew  that  lieu- 
tenant-general Macdowall  had  become  the  pa- 
tron and  channel  of  a  memorial  to  the  court 
of  directors,  highly  disapproved  by  the  pre- 
sident in  council  of  Fort  St.  George,  which 
he  had  himself,  at  the  instance  of  that  go- 
vernment, and  at  no  distant  period,  written 
circular  letters  to  discourage  and  suppress, 
but  which  in  a  riper  sta^e  of  hostility  towards 
the  pci^on  and  authority  of  the  governor, 
he  had  countenanced  and  promoted.  It  is,> 
in  fine,  superOuous  to  prove,  what  is  beyond 
doubt,  and  is  not  denied,  that  a  warn!  pas- 
sionate rupture  h»d  bioken  out  between  these 
two  high  authorities. 

77.  TTie  commander-in-chief  of  an  army 
in  open  and  anient  opposition  to  the  govern- 
ment which  he  serves,  is  no  trivial  event, 
and  constitutes  a  state  pf  things,  from  which 
some  consequeiKes  applicable  to  this  question 
have  appeared  .g.u«fc,lloj,^.Qgjg 
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78.  We  connder  th«»e  circomstances, 
therefore,  as  furnishing  a  new  modification  of 
the  military  principle  firit  asserted*,  and  we 
are  of  opinion,  that  in  such  extradrdinary 
and  momentous  emergencies,  it  is  fit  and 
necessary  to  rcfquire,  that  an  officer,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  give  currency  lo  the  orders  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  should,  contrary 
to  the  princip  e  of  blind  obedience,  wh'cn 
ought  to  prerail  inordinary  times  carefully 
consider  these  orders,  and  deliberate  serious- 
ly upon  their  nature  and  purview,  before 
hie  publishes  them.  The  circulation,  ip 
heated  and  factious  times,  of  a  seditious 
address  to  the  army,  has  no  analogy  to  the 
principle  of  military  obedience  to  a  military 
order  in  the  common  dispatch  of  business, 
and  cannot  be  goveroe  i  by  the  same  rules. 

79.  We  are,  after  much  and  serious  re- 
flection, decidedly  of  opinion,  that  thi^  re- 
striction of  the  military  principle^  the  general 
importance  of  which  we  nevertheless  feel 
most  sensibly,  cannot  impair  the  obligations 
•f  military  subordination  and  obedience,  in 
any  maimer  or  degree,  prejudicial  to  the 
aatural  and  legitimate  objects  of  military 
command ;  and  that  in  times  of  trouble  it 
may  afford  a  most  salutary  and  necessary 
protection  to  the  government  amd  people 
against  the  possible  perversion  of  military 
supremacy  to  the  pui  puses  of  sedition  or 
faction. 

-  60.  In  a  natural  and  wholesome  state  of 
things,  the  obedience  of  subordinate  officers 
is  to  be  implicit,  admitting  of  no  iteliberation, 
and  subject  to  no  responsibility,  except  for 
plain  and  manifest  crimes.  In  such  distem- 
pered seasons  of  open  contention  with 
governments  as  are  now  in  question,  ad- 
dresses from  commanders  in  chief  to  their 
armies,  having  reference  to  such  debates, 
are  a  fit  subject  of  deliberation  to  those  whose 
office  it  may  be  to  transmit  them,  and  a 
responsibility  b  longing  exclusively  to  such 
occasions  must  attach  even  to  their  offic.al 
and  ministerial  acts. 

Si.  In  conformity  with  these  sentiments, 
we  have  no  doubt  of  the  responsibility  of 
the  late  adjutant  and  deputy  adjutant-general 
of  your  army,  on  the  occasion  of  publish- 
ing the  general  order  of  the  28th  January  ; 
and  we  are  of  opinion,  that  ir  the  author 
of  that  order  is  h  mscif  guilty  of  sedition, 
as  we  esteem  him  to  be,  the^^e  confidential 
officers  of  his  statf.  who  consented  to  he 
instrumenttt  of  his  crime,  are  under  aH  the 
circumstances  implicated  in  the  guilt,  and 
•ubject  to  the  penalties  of  the  oflfeii  c. 

8*2  If  there  were  doubts,  howev.r,  upon 
the  question,  as  weighing  general  an  I  i'ui- 
damencal  principles  ngains.  particular  mo- 
difications of  them  must  always  be  a  deli- 
cate one,  we  cannot  ouit  the  subject  with- 
out repeating  that  it  is  not  a  fit  matter  for 
''  the  in  eference  of  the  army  itself.  In  what 
particulars  sedition  may  consist;  under 
what  circumstances  the  official  instrumen- 
taiity  of  an  Uhcer,  in  the  crime  of  a  supe- 


nor,  shall  subject  him  to  personal  responsi- 
bility; are  questions  to  be  discussed  in  cold- 
er blood,  and  by  a  different  de.  cription  of 
counsellors  than  are  always  to  be  found  in 
numerous  bodies  at  a  period  of  heat  aod 
irritation.  They  are  worthy  of  the  inform- 
ed and  impartial  deliberation  of  bis  majet^ty** 
confidential  servants  and  advisers,  aad  «f 
the  supreme  rulers  of  the  arnriy  of  ^odia, 
the  honourable  the  court  of  directors. 

88.  To  snatch  9  question  of  that  nature 
and  importance  from  the  decision  of  tho^ 
authorities,  at  the  very  moment  of  its  for-, 
mal  reference  to  their  judgment,  and  to 
cast  it,  as  a  source  of  discord  and  vio!M)oe,^ 
into  the  midst  of  an  army^  already  warmly 
agitated,  is  the  part  of  incendiaries,  au4 
not  of  friends  either  to  the  array  or  th« 
state.  It  is  a  great  crime  ;  arul  btfing  that 
of  which  the  olHcers,  who  have  lately  ca- 
pe ienced  the  marks  of  your  displeasure, 
have  appeared  to  you,  on  a  careful  inves- 
tigation of  the  facts,  to  have  bt-en  guihy* 
we  have  no  he<(itation,  although  we  deeply 
lament  the  occasion  of  this  necessary  ^eve* 
rity,  in  approving  and  commending  t^ 
vigilant  energy  with  which  you  have,  \a  ^ 
se^tson  of  great  difficulty  and  d^ger«  asr 
sertcd  the  l^gal  authority  of  youx  Qtryzra^ 
ment,  prevented  the  factious  coutagiofi 
from  spreading  through  the  honourable  aful 
hitherto  untainted  ranks  of  the  coast  army, 
and  provided  for  the  security  and  integrity 
of  the  British  empire  in  India. 

84.  You  will  perceive,  that  much  of  what 
has  been  said  on  the  memorial  is  applicable 
to  the  address  to  major  Boles. 

S5.  This  is  also  a  measure  connected  with 
a  military  combination.  It  assumes  the  oog. 
nieance  of  a  question  which  belongs  to 
fitter  and  higher  tribunals.  It  pronouAoes, 
in  the  name  of  an  army,  open  censure  of 
the  government  which  that  army  is  boqnd 
to  obey. 

8f>.  In  these  respects  it  stands  on  the 
same  footing,  and  partakes  in  all  the  crimi- 
nality of  the  paper  we  have  already  con- 
sidered But  there  is,  in  the  address  to  ma- 
jor Boles,  a  character  of  transcendant  guilt 
and  danger  which  is  peculiar  to  itself.  We 
allude  to  the  scheme,  of  which  it  professes 
to  lay  the  foundation,  of  a  Vombioatioa  of 
private  power  to  contest  with  the  power  of 
government,  organised  resources  of  resist- 
ance,  mutual  support  against  the  hand  of 
justice,  au't  indemnity  against  the  legal  coo- 
sequences  of  crimes. 

87.  We  do  not  know  bow  it  is  poseible 
to  approach  mu  h  nearer  tliat  extreme  cri- 
sis, which  it  so  emphatically  menaces  in  the 
memorial,  without  reaching  it.  We  trust, 
however,  confidently,  that  those  who  hav# 
been  improvideotly  betrayed  into  these 
desperate  courses,  will  have  been  awakefle<l 
to  a  sense  of  their  perilous  situation ;  and 
that  by  arresting  the  progress  of  the  fore* 
mest,  you  will  have  saved  their  inconside^ 
rate  followers  from  the  ruin  and  dishonou 
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tt>  which   their  leaders  were  conducting 
them. 

88.  With  regard  to*  those  who  have  taken 
a  leading  part  in  these  criminal  transactions, 
we  feel  that  every  principle  of  tried  and 
established  policy  applicable  to  such  con- 
junctures^  and  every  obligation  of  your 
ttfcred  trusty  forbad  the  extension  towards 
them  of  a  false  and  mischievous  lenity. 

89.  We  concur  also  entirely  in  the  sen- 
timent expressed  in  your  general  orders  of 
the  Ist  ultimo,  that  it  is  not  sufficient  for 
officers  holding  commands  to  avoid  a  par- 
ticipation in  such  proceedings,  but  that  it 
is  their  positive  and  indibpensable  duty  to 
adopt  the  most  decided  measures  for  their 
soppressioA,  and  to  report  them  to  the  supe« 
rior  authorities.  The  purposes  of  tumult 
and  sedition  may  as  effectually  be  promoted 
by  their  negative  concurrence  as  by  their 
active  participation. 

90;  The  neglect  of  duty  is  an  offence 
varying  only  in  degree  from  a  positive  vio- 
lation of  It ;  and  any  officer  who,  apprised 
of  the  progress  of  disorderly  proceedings 
among  those  who  are  placed  under  his  im- 
■lediate  control,  abstains  from  any  Attempt 
to  suppress  them,  either  by  the  exertion 
of  his  own  authority  or  by  an  appeal  to 
the  superior  power,  gives  to  those  proceed- 
ings one  mode  of  encouragement,  and  can- 
not stand  absolved  of  blame,  nor  found  a 
claim  to  immunity ;  much  less  to  a  conti- 
nuance  of  that  implicit  confidence  which 
is  attached  to  stations  of  authority  on  the 
cases  of  so  culpable  and  mischievous  a  neu- 
trality. 

91.  From  the  whole  bf  the  preceding  dis- 
cussion, you  will  naturally  infer  that  we 
consider  th«  offences  charged  against  those 
officers  whom  you  have  judp;ed  it  necessary 
to  suspend  or  deprive. nf  their  appointments 
and  commands,  as  fully  ^unifying  rhe  re- 
spective degrees  of  punishment  ^hiah  you 
have  allotted  to  them. 

92.  "The  local  me^ns  and  advantara 
which  you  possess,  as  well  as  the  jireat  de- 
licacy of  the  enquiry,  have  necessarily 
placed  tfie  application  of  these  principles 
to  individuals,  and  the  investi;^atiou  of  par< 
ticular  cases,  under  your  exclusive  cogni- 
sance; and  we  have  only  to  express  that 
entire  confidence  which  is  due  to  your  sta- 
tion and  characters  in  the  justice  and  im- 
partiality, not  less  than  in  the  vigiknce  and 
activity  of  your  proceedings,  in  a  scrutiny 
so  peculiarly  circumstanced, 

93.  We  observe  with  satisfaction,  that 
the  general  tenor  of  the  replies, to  their  cir- 
cular letter,  addressed  by  major-»enctal 
Oowdie  to  the  officers  commanding  at  the 
several  stations  of  the  army,  confirms  the 
opinion  which  we  have  expressed  of  the 
loyalty  of  the  major  part  of  the  officers  of 
your  establishment. 

94.  lu  assuring  you,  therefore,  of  the 
firm,  support  of  this  government,  in  main- 
taia'iAg  a  contest  which  involves  all  that  is 


most  dear  to  our  sovereign  and  country,  if, 
contrary  to  our  ardent  desire  and  sanguine 
hope,  any  future  call  should  be  made  on  the 
power  and  energy  of  your  government, 
which  may  require  our  aid.  We  will  con<< 
dude,  however,  with  expressing  our  fond- 
est wish  and  expectation,  that  the  late  af« 
fTictjng  agitations  should  subside  in  a  calm 
and  reasonable  reliance  on  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  the  high  authorities  to  which  the 
transactions  of  this  troubled  period  have 
been  advocated,  and  in  those  demonstrations 
of  respect  and  obedience  which  are  due  not 
more  to  your  station  tlian  to  t'  e  faithful 
and  honourable  discharge  of  all  your  pub- 
lic but  difficult  duties,  which,  in  our  opinion, 
has  emiriently  distinguished  the  present  go« 
vernment  of  Fort  St.  George. 

95.  Such  a  result  will  be  most  acceptable 
to  us^  must  accorda,nt  with  our  views  of 
the  public  interest,  and  most  congenial 
with  those  sentiments  of  affection  and  re- 
spect  towards  the  army  of  .the  coast,  which 
we  cordially  profess,  and  remr.'n  assured 
that  we  shall  never  have  reason  to  re- 
nounce. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be» 
Honourable  Sir 
Your  most  obedient,  humole  servants, 
(Signed)         MiNT<», 

J.  LUMSDEX, 

Fort  William,  H.  Colebhooke. 

the -47th  May,  1809. 

Letter  from  the  chief  secretary  of  go- 
vernment, forwarding  a  memorial  from  colo- 
nel St.  Leger,  and  copy  of  a  letter  from  that 
officer. 

To  the  chief  secretary  to  government. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th, 
directing  me  to  embark  on  board  the  De* 
vaynes  on  the  20th  instant. 

I  beg  you  will  inform  the  honourable  the 
governor  in  council,  that  nothing  is  more 
remote  from  roy  thoughts  than  to  xiisobey 
any  o«dcr  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  issue; 
but  I  beg  you  at  the  same  liHJe  to  com- 
municate to  him  a  fact,  of  which  possibly 
he  may  not  be  apprized,  that  I  found  it 
necessary,  from  the  severe  measures  he  has 
been  pleased  to  adopt  agaiobt  me,  to  apply 
to  the  la^s  of  my  country  for  redress. 

For  that  purpose  I  have  made  an  appli- 
cation, by  complaint  on  oath,  to  the  su- 
preme court,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  act  of  parliament,  by  which  I  am  en- 
titled to  compel  the  production  of  evidence 
sufficient  to  sustain  m^  action,  in  order  to 
prosecute  it  in  the  king's  cot^t  at  West- 
minster 

As  the  supreme  court  is  not  at  present 
sitting,  it  is  highly  essential  to  the  remedy  , 
which  I  am  seeking,  that  I  should  be  at  this, 
presidency  when  the  court  fneecs,  vhich 
I  am  informed  is  the  18th  of  next  muvith, 
iu  order  that  I  may  enter  jp^p^^. securities 
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aiqtiired  by  the  act  for  the  prottcutioa  of 
the  suit  in  England. 

I  have  the  honour  to  endote  a  copy  of 
the  affidavit  on  which  my  complaint  u  sta- 
ted. 

The  honourable  the  govenaor  in  council 
will  therefore  see,  that  the  execution  of  the 
order  for  my  embarkation  on  the  20th  instant 
will  have  the  elTect  of  cutting  off  from  a 
British  subject  his  remedy  in  a  court  of  law  ; 
m  remedy  which,  by  a  pi>sitive  act  of  par- 
liament, has  been  provided  for  those  who 
su^r  oppression  in  India. 

Having  said  this,  I  beg  leave  also  to  state, 
that  if  the  honourable  the  governor  in  coun- 
cil should  renew  the  orJers  for  my  embar- 
ktion,  I  shall  consider  it  as  being  done 
with  the  intention  of  preventing  me  from 
that  speedy  redress  which  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment points  out  the  means  of  obtaining. 
But  whatever  may  be  their  determination,  I 
hope  that  the  avowal  of  my  intentions  to 
lay  my  injuries  before  an  Eugiish  jury  will 
Boc  be  considered  as  the  meie  threat  cf  an 
an^ry  man,  but  the  mature  and  deliberate 
resolution  of  an  officer  to  vindica.e  his  cha- 
racter in  the  most  public  manner. 

With  this  protest,  1  again  repeat,  that  1 
shall  obey  the  order  of  the  governor  in 
council  for  my  embarkation  on  the  tfCth, 
should  he,  after  this  communication,  think 
proper  to  order  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)        A  St.  Lkoee, 

Lieutenaut-  colonel. 

Madras.  18th  June,  1809. 

The  honourable  Arthur  St.  Leger,  late 
•ommandant  of  the  sixth  regiment  of  Na- 
tive cavalry  in  the  service  of  the  honour- 
able East  India  company,  mak  th  oath,  and 
saith,  that  he  has  been  unjustly  suspended 
from  the  service  of  the  honourable  East 
ladia  company,  and  ordereU  to  proceed  to 
England  by  an  order  of  Sir  George  Hilaxo 
Banowy  baronet,  and  knight  of  the  bath, 
in  council  of  Fort  St.  George,  by  viitue 
of  a  ^ei^eral  order  of  the  said  governor  iu 
council,  dSted  the  1st  of  Mav,  1809 :  ant  tU'in 
deponent  f^trther  saith,  in  ooedience  to  such 
last-mention,  d  order,  this  deponent  was 
proceeding  to  Trichonopoly.  out  that  at 
Madura  this  deponent  received  from  colonel 
Wilkinson,  commandina;  the  southern  di- 
vision of  the  a^my,  acting  urtdcr  the  au- 
thority and  at  theiostauce  of  the  said  go- 
vernor in  council  of  Fori  St.  Geor^re, 
another  or«fer,  whereby  this  deponent  was 
prohibited  from  proceeding  to  Tri<  hon^^polv 
on  his  route  to  Fort  St.  George,  this  (lep(>- 
neo'*!  house  and  property  then  and  stil  being 
at  THchinopoly,  and  ordereri  to  proceed 
to  Sadras,  and  frpm  thence  to  Poonaniallee; 
and  that  if  this  deponent  hesitated  to  obey 
the  last-mentioned  order,  this  deponent  was 
ordered  to  be  placed  under  a  captain's  guard . 
and  marched  to  prison  :  and  this  deponent 
fimher  taith,  that  the  general  order  of  the 


said  governor  in  coancil,  whereby  this  de- 
ponent hath  been  suspended  from  the  said 
service  of  the  honourable  company  and  or- 
dered to  proceed  to  England  as  aforeaaid, 
was  published  in  the  several  oewspapersof  th* 
said  presit.ency  of  Fort  St.George ;  and  that 
the  cause  of  the  aforesaid  suspension  of  this 
deponent,  as  notified  in  the  said  oew<papert 
by  the  said  governor  in  council,  was  taUely 
therein  stated  and  alleged  to  be,  thtt  the 
deponeitt  had  been  active  in  promoting  th* 
circulation  of  a  certain  paper  addressed  ta 
the  right  honourable  the  governor. genera  I, 
and  that  this  deponent  had  employed  the 
influence  which  he  tins  deponent  derived 
from  the  important  command  confided  to 
him,  thisdeponent  by  the  government,  for 
the  purpose  of  subverting  its  authority, 
and  spreading  disaffecticm  among  the  troops 
which  it  had  entru  ted  to  this  deponent'* 
charge:  this  deponent  further  saith,  that 
he  did  oor  circulate  nor  promote  the  cir* 
cula.ion  of  the  said  paper  or  any  other 
paper  addressed  to  the  right  honourable 
the  said  |!,overnor.general ;  and  that  hethie 
depooeut  hath  not  at  any  time  employed 
the  influence  he  this  deponent  derived 
from  the  command  held  by  this  deponent, 
or  any  influence  whatever,  for  tM  pur- 
pose of  attempting  the  subversion  of  ita 
authority,  and  spreading  disaffection  among 
the  troops  entrusted  to  his  this  depo- 
nent's charge ;  and  that  the  afoiesaid  pub- 
lication in  the  said  newspapers  by  order 
of  the  said  governor  in  council,  as  it  re* 
spects  this  deponent,  is  a  false  and  mali- 
ciouH  libel  on  this  deponent's  character  at 
an  otiicer  ;  and  this  deponent  further  saith, 
thut  the  said  crime,  as  laid  to  his  charge 
in  the  said  general  order,  is,  according  to 
the  aitic'csof  war  for  the  company's  ti oops, 
punishable  with  death;  and  that  this  depo- 
nent hath  not  been  tried  or  found  guilty  by 
a  court  martial  of  any  military  offence  what- 
soever, notwithstaiiiJin^  this  deponent  hatk 
demanded  a  court  martial  to  be  l»ld  oh  this 
de|«onent  for  the  A;i(d  (rimefa'sely  laid  in 
the  said  charge  :  and  this  deponent  further 
saith,  that  he  hath,  by  the  above- mentionetl 
unjust  suspension  from  the  said  service  of 
the  said  honourable  con\j  any,  been  deprived 
of  t^reut  emoliniient ;  /nd  (hat  his  charac  er 
harii  been  much  iiijured  by  the  aforesaid 
puUlicHtion  :  and  this  deponent  further 
sai.h  that  he  ititends  to  proceed  against 
the  said  sir  George  Hilaro  Barlow  on  the 
return  of  this  deponent  to  Great  Britain, 
in  his  majesty's  court  of  King's  Bench,  by 
two  several  actioob  for  damages  sustained  by 
this  deponent  in  consequence  of  the  afote- 
said  unjust  remov.il  and  suspension  of  this 
deponent,  and  by  the  publication  of  the 
aforesaid  faUe,  slanderous,  and  malicious 
libel  of  and  concerning  this  deponent: 
and  this  deponent  further  saith.  that  in 
pursuance  and  by  virtue  of  an  act,  passed 
in  the  twenty  first  year  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty, relative  to  oppression  and  injuries  conn' 
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mittcd  bv  any  f»ovfmoNgcncral,  or  any  mem- 
ber or  nu'inbcrs  of  the  council  of  CalcurU  ; 
aiid  by^itiKMiier  act  of  the  thiriy-ninih  and 
foitirth  yrars  of  his  said  majesty,  which  ex- 
tends the  like  proceedings  to  oppressions  and 
injaries  cornmitted  by  the  governor  and  mem- 
bers of  the  coi)ncil  of  Fort  St.  George,  he 
tbisdeponem  iniendito  ^ply  to  the  supreme 
court  of  judicature  ai  Fort  St.  Gcor{^e,  for 
an  Older  to  compel  the  production  m  the 
said  conn  of  ciuc  copy  or  copies  of  the  order 
or  orders  of  council  whereby  this  deponent 
hath  been  so  suspended  and  ordered  to  pr  >ceed 
to  England  aforesaid,  and  to  have  the  same 
authenticated  by  the  said  supreme  court,  and 
to  examir>e  witnesses  on  (he  matter  of  this 
complaint,  this  drponent  being  ready  and 
willing  to  execute  a  hofid  with  a  responsible 
per^o  to  the  honourable  East  India  com- 
pany, eRcctuaily  to  prosecute  (he  said  com- 
plaint by  <»ctions  as  aforesaid,  immediately 
OQ  the  artival  of  this  deponent  in  England} 
and  wiihin  two  year$  after  the  making  of  the 
same,  ann  ol  the  return  of  ibc  said  S»r  George 
-Hilaro  Bjiiowto  England,  agreeable  to  the 
directions  ul  the  said  act  passrd  in  the  said 
iMfcnty-first  year  of  his  said  tn  jc^iy. 

(Signed)        A.St.  Lecrr. 
Sworn,  &c. 

To  the  honourable  the  secret  committee  of  the 

bonoui^ble  the  court  of  directors. 
Honourable  Sirs,  * 

1.  I  have  the  happiness  to  congratulate 
your  honourable  commiticct  on  the  termina- 
tion of  tbe  dangerous  troiiblcs  which  have 
agitated  (his  presidency,  since  the  month  of 
January. 

8.  Greater  perils  have,  perhaps,  never 
ihrcatened  the  possessions  of  the  honourable 
company,  or  the  British  empire  in  India, 
and  so  great  an  alarm  has  seldom  subsided  so 
suddeuly,  so  entirely,  and  with  so' fair  a  pros- 
pect, not  only  of  the  permanent  restoration 
of  former  security  and  tram^uillity,  but  of  the 
iiikprovement  of  those  blessings. 

3.  Tbe  fortunate  issue  of  (his  formidable 
struggle  is  to  be  ascribed  generally  to  the  in- 
flexible firmness  which  has  marked  the  cha- 
racter and  measures  of  sir  George  Barlow's 
government  throughout  this  trying  season, 
•which  did  not  allow  a  moment  of  success  to 
tbe  insubordination  of  the  army  in  any  of  its 
objects,^  and  has  preserved  the  authority  of 
legal  government  unbioken,  unimpaired  by 
the  dangerous  example  of  prosperous  revolt. 
But  the  final  and  unqualified  submission  of 
the  revolted  officers  has  been  more  particu- 
larly and  immediately  brought  about  by  the 
wise  energy  of  the  latter  measure,  the  object 
of  which  was  two-fold  : —  first,  to  separate 
the  faithful  fiom  the  disaffected;  secondly, 
to  withdr.*w  the  Native  troops  from  tbe  con* 
trol  of  officers  who  were  in  open  rebcUioo, 
and  to  replace  tbe  company's  army  at  tbe  dis- 
posal and  under  the  orders  of  its  govem- 
mcQU 


4.  The  measures  of  the  flSth  of  July  liad 
these  important  purposes  iii  view.  A  decla- 
ration or  mere  ndcfity  to  tbe  duties  attached 
to  thetr  commission  was  to  be  tendered  to 
every  officer  in  the  service ;  such  as  refused, 
were  to  be  suspended  from  their  military 
functions,  a^d  separated  from  the  iioops; 
and  explanations  were  then  to  be  given  to  the 
latter,  that  might  induce  them  to  acknoM^-- 
ledge  the  power  of  govemmcnr,  and  to  obey 
such  officers  as  should  be  appointed  to  com- 
mand I  hem. 

5.  A  judicious  distribarton  of  the  troops 
had  been  previously  made  at  the  different  sta- 
tions of  the  armv  to  favour  the  execution  of 
this  measure,  and  ir  proved  entirely  successfiil 
at  all  the  southern  stations.  ^ 

6.  The  officers  very  generally  refused  the 
test,  but  they  all  subnifticd  to  the  order 
which  removed  them  from  their  corps,  and 
the  Native  troop?,  without  any  exception, 
in  a  maiiner  which  strongly  evinced  sincerity, 
their  exclusive  submission  and  attachment  to 
the  honourable  company  and  its  govern- 
noent. 

7.  By  the  effect  of  this  measure  a  great 
proportion  of  the  disaffected  body  was  dii- 
arinpd;  «nd  a  great  part  of  the  force  oa 
which  the  revolted  officers  had  counted  for 
the  <prosecuticn  of  tlieir  desperate  designs, 
was  ranged  under  the  standard  of  govern- 
ment. 

8.  Another  beiicfit,  perhaps  not  less  iin- 
porrant,  was  obtitincd  by  th^se  measurer,  in 
conveying  to  the  Native  soldiers,  still  mider 
the  direction  of  tbe  disaffected  officers  at  se- 
veral of  the  most  considerable  posts,  a  know- 
ledge of  the  real  state  of  affairs,  and  an  ex- 
ample furnished  by  their  own  body  of  the 
conduct  which  their  duty  required  ;  circum- 
stances, which  in  proportion  to  their  probable 
influence  on  the  mind  of  the  Sepoys,  could 
not  avoid  inspiring  their  officers  with  doubt 
and  distrust  concerning  the  support  the? 
might  expect  from  them  if  the  contest  with 
government  should  proceed  to  extremity. 

9.  The  natural  effect  vf  these  ct ream- 
stances  was  much  enhanced  at  Secunderabad, 
tbe  principal  station  of  the  Hydrabad  subsi- 
diary forc^,  by  the  appointment  of  colonel 
Close  to  that  command,  and  by  the  counge- 
ous  and  vigorous  attempt  he  made,  in  tbe 
very  face  of  the  revolt,  to  detach  the  Native 
baitalions  from  their  officers,  and  recal  tbeia 
to  the  service  of  the  company. 

10.  He  was  overborne,  it  is  true,  on  the 
spot,  but  the  impression  appears  to  have  been 
niadr.  esp(  ci'ally  on  the  Native  officers,  and 
to  have  afici  wards  matured  itself  into  dispo- 
sitions which  increased  the  alarm  of  the  of- 
ficers. These  causes,  aided  by  some  eon- 
ciurrioe  circamstances,  and  as  I  wish  to  be- 
lieve by  some  considerations  of  a  character 
more  tavoarable  to  the  credit  and  honour  of 
the  senior  and  leading  officers  of  the  force, 
produced  a  sudden  revolution  in  their  views 
and  condua.     They  submitted  in  a  'bodjr;. 
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signed  the  test  unconditionally,    and  threw 
themselves  on  the  tncrcy  of  government. 

11.  This  event  induced,  of  necessity,  the 
submission  of  the  detachment  at  Jaulna,  and 
of  I  he  garrisons  of  Seringa  patam  and  Masu- 
lipatam ;  the  whole  army  followed  these  ex"- 
amples,  and  its  submission  became  absolute 
and  general. 

12.  Such  was  the  fortunate  and  welcome 
change  which  met  me  on  landing  at  Fort  St. 
George  the  i  ith  of  September. 

13.  When  I  embarked  at  Fort  William 
ihc  5th  of  August,  the  most  reccnr  event 
was  the  mutiny  and  revolt  at  Masulipatam. 
1  received  also  at  sea,  with  considerable  un- 
easiness* casual  accounts  of  an  engajicment 
between  king's  and  company's  troops  at  Serin- 
gapatam. 

14.  Your  honourable  committee  will  betr 
ler  conceive  than  I  can  describe  the  satisfac- 
tion and  joy  with  which  I  learnt  events  so  im- 
portant and  auspicious. 

i.5.  The  only  certain  and  infallible  issue  of 
a 'contest  so  unnatural  and  so  lamentable  as 
chat  which  we  might  have  had  to  m^^iniain, 
was  the  total  and  irretrievable  ruin  of  thirteen 
hundred  English  gentleman  who  were  en- 
gaged in  this  enterprise,  ec^ually  criminal 
and  hopeless,  a  conscauence  which  must  it- 
self have  embittered  the  victory  of  govern- 
ment, and  if  it  had  been  complete,  deeply 
enhanced  the  disasters  and  reverses  which  the 
public  might  have  experienced  in  the  con^ 
ilici. 

i6.  That  the  government  in  India  backed 
by  the  power  of  the  empire  mtist  have  finally, 
and,  it  is  probable,  speedily  triumphed,  I 
have  always  firmly  believed,  but  if  the  S> 
poy  battalions  had  in  truth,  as  (heir  officers 
appear  never  to  have  allowed  themselves  to 
doubt,  adhered  to  their  cause,  and  if  they 
had  afterwards  felt  tbemoclves  pressed  by  the 
loyal  force  at  the  command  of  government, 
and  deprived  of  the  subsistence  and  prospects 
wijich  till  then  they  had  enjoyed  in  the  advan- 
tageous and  honourable  service  of  th^  com- 
pny,  it  is  likely  that  their  resentments  would 
have  been  direct cfl  against  'hose  who  had 
betrayed  them  to  their  ruin  in  the  pursuit 
of  cnminal  designs,  totally  foreign  to  their 
own  interests  or  concerns ;  and  it  is  impossible 
to  foresee  the  dreadful  and  f^ital  extremities 
10  which  those  feelings  might  have  impelled 
them  against  a  small  body  of  gentlenjrn  en- 
tirely in  their  power,  and  unprotected  by 
th.OiC  restraints  of  discipline  which  *hey  had 
themselves  dissolved ;  nor  is  it  possible  to 
define  the  limits  of  more  general  disorder 
and  ruin  prompted  by  such  a  fearful  ex?  til  pie. 
^any  other  deplorable  consequences  of  such 
a  civil  war  may  be  imagined,  and  need  not  be 
lletailed. 

17.  That  a  gciicral  revolt  of  the  officers 
of  a  whole  army  in  a  distant  province  should 
bavc  been  stibduedy  ihat  a  civil  war  of  the 
most  alarming  and  calami  tious  character 
with  all  the  miseries  and  dangers  inseparable 
from  such  eveniS|  has  bccD  averted,  is  of 


itself  matter  of.great  and  substantial  consola- 
tion. But  my  Sdiisfaciion  was  much  increas- 
ed by  the  important  circumstaiKC  of  ihis  re- 
sult having  b/  en  obtained  by  the  councils  and 
resources  of  Fort  St.  George  itself,  thit  is  * 
to  say,  the  very  govrrnment  whose  power 
had  been  defied.  This  sentiment  struck 
me  forcibly  in  the  first  moment,  and  has  been 
confirmed  by  every  hour's  reflection  sirKC  I 
have  thou^m  it  indeed  of  so  much  moment 
to  the  pudIk  interests,  that  in  i»dd»iion  to  ibe 
pleasure  I  pei«onaUy  feel  in  doinf  ji^iice  to 
Sir  Gcorgi  B<irlow*s  public  merits,  arwl  to 
my  strong  sense  of  the  si^^^nal  services  he  has 
on  this  trying  occasion  rendered  to  his  coun- 
try* the  circumstance  10  which  I  haN'e  allud- 
ed has  become  a  fresh  motivv  10  mark,  as  I 
have  been  careful  to  do,  in  every  public 
document  that  has  a  xctcrcnceio  these  events, 
the  obvious  and  decjMvt-  influence  of  his  cba? 
racter  ai.d  n»easures  in  prof.u;inj;  that  happy 
issue  which  is  ihe  subject  of  the  present  com- 
munication. 

18,  It  1$,  at  the  same  time,  a  duty  which 
1  discharge  wiih  ihe  greatest  s^iisfdction,  to 
bring  in  ihis  place  to  your  notice  the  concur- 
rence of  other  causes,  and  the  distinguished 
merits  of  other  persons  and  bodies  of  men 
in  the  production  of  this  result ;  the  absence 
of  which  indeed  must  have  much  increased 
the  difficulties  of  government,  if  they  had 
not  disiippointcd  the  public  object. 

19.  One  great  and  powertul  sqpport  to 
the  authority  of  lawful  government,  atid 
the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  has  been  the 
steady  and  zealous  loyalty  of  h:s  majesty's 
officers  and  troops. 

fio.  The  slightest  backwardness  on  their 
parts  would  have  strongly  promoted  the  cause 
of  sedition,  and  encouraged  both  the  company's 
officers,  and  possibly  the  Native  troops,  m  the 
prosTcution  of  extreme  and  deperate  measures. 
The  soi)na  and  honourable  sentiments,  on  the 
contary,  of  this  weighty  body  much  discoun- 
tenanced the  erroneous  opinions  and  faKe  feel- 
ings of  the  malcontents,  which  the  approv- 
ed courage,  discipline,  and  incorru^ttibk 
fidelity  oi  this  European  force,  so  much 
respected  in  Asia,  shook  the  confidence  of 
the  revolted  army,  and  added  a  solid  and  in^ 
calculable  .Mrei^gth  to  government. 

21.  The  fidcluy  of  the  armies  of  Bengal 
and  Bombay  is  also  to  be  accounted  amo*  gsc 
the  resources  of  the  government  of  F<.rt  Sf. 
Gforge.  Those  who  took  a  lead  in  the  re- 
volt were  so  sensib.c  o^  the  impression  which 
would  be  produced  on  the  minds  of  tbcir  asso- 
ciates, by  a  knowledge  of  the  truth  on  the 
subject,  that  no  means  of  imposture  and 
fabrication  were  omitted,  to  establish  a  belipf 
in  the  support  oF  those  powerful  bodies, 

22.  This  allegation  w^  entirely  destiti^te 
of  foundation  with  regard  'o  both  armies, 
and  the  imposition  was  detected  in  Bengil 
by  the  indignant  resentment  of  the  officers 
of  that  establishment ,  at  the  scandalous  and 
calumnious  imputations  which  had  beer 
cast  upon  them   b^  the  commiuees  of  th' 
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'  coast  army  >  and  the  true  sentiments  of  ihc 
Bengal  army  have  already  been  conveyed  in 
numerous  addresses,  professing  the  soundest 
principles  of  military  subordination  and  civil 
obedience ;  and  breathing;  the  purest  spirit  of 
professional  honour,  loyally,  and  patriotism. 

23.  The  refutation  of  the  falsehood,  so 
long  and  industriously  circuUitcd  respecting  the 
promise  of  support  from  the  other  presidencieC9 
nad  not  waited  however  for  these  public  dis* 
avowals*  and  that  delusion  had  been  generally 
dissipated  on  the  coast,  forming  iiiaced  ano- 
ther feature  pf  the  particular  period  when 
the  diaffccted  suddenly  renounced  their  des- 
perate enterprise;  and  the  faithful  armies 
of  Bengal  and  Bombay  may  enjoy  the  satis- 
faction of  having  contributed  to  the  support 
of  the  authority  of  the  com^ny,.  and  the 
cause  of  their  country,  by  the  mere  force  of 
character  and  honour,  without  the  necessity, 
always  painful  in  civil  contentions,  of  vindi- 
cating their  principles  by  the  employment  of 
their  arms. 

14.  The  steady  support  which  throughout 
this  ^son  of  anxious  exertion  has  been  fur- 
nished to  Sir  George  Barlow  by  the  majo- 
rity of  his  council,  has,  next  to  the  eneigy 
of  his  own  character,  given  strength  and  ef- 
iicieiKv  to  his  administration,  in  contending 
with  this  evil. 

85.  In  doing  justice  to  these  gentlemen,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  rellcct  011  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Petrie,  whose  opinions  have  led  him 
to  dissent  from  his  colleagues  on  some  of  the 

'  princii:al  measures  of  this  period. 

26.  in  a  case  of  crisis,  however,  where,  to 
place  the  matter  on  a  broad  and  general  ground, 
a  strong  government  might  reasonably  be 
accounted  es^ntial  (if  I  may  use  that  phrase) 
to  the  safety  of  the  commonwealth,  the  dis- 
sent of  a  member  of  council  so  considerable 
in  station,  character,  and  talents,  must  ^ive 
additional  value  to  the  useful  and  cfiicient 
support  which  Sir  George  Bailow  and  the 
public  cause  have  derived  from  Mr-  Oakes 
and  Mr.  Casamaijor. 

27.  1  have  much  satisfaction  in  thinking, 
that  the  support  which  has  uniformly  been 
afforded  by  tne  supreme  government  to  the 
government  of  Fort  St.  George,  through- 
out these  troubles,  has  not  been  incite- 
tua). 

28.  The  views  I  entertained  very  early 
concerning  the  true  character  of  the  faction, 
out  of  which  this  extensive  and  formidable 
confederacy  has  grown,  and  concerning  the 
necessity  of  a  vigorous  opposition  to  every 
step  that  was  made  in  a  concerted  plan  of  mi* 
litary  sedition,  have  already  been  submitted 
to  the  honourable  the  court  of  directors  in  the 
dispatch  from  Bengal,  under  date  the  11th 
April,  referring  to  a  letter  which  bad  been 
addressed  to  the  president  in  council  at  Fort 
St.  George  on  the  aoth  February,  a  copy  of 
Ivhich  has  been  forwarded  to  the  honourable 
court. 

2^^  I  have  been  strongly  confirmed  in  the 
•entimoDts  I  had  first  coaceivcd  on  this  sub* 


ject,  by  the  progress  of  events ;  and  my 
conduct  has  been  directed  alike  by  fixed  vod 
fundamenal  principles  of  policy  whub  I 
profess  on  these  subjectf,  aod  t^  what  kas 
appeared  to  me  to  be  their  just  appliotkn 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case. 

30.  Feeling,  as  every  prudent  roao«  atid 
especially  every  sutesmaiv  ought,  the  freavst 
expediency,  which  I  might  indeed  call  k- 
ccssity,  of  mutual  accommodation  xnd  cob- 
ces^ion  in  the  controversies  and  conieotion] 
of  mankind,  and  having  leamt  fiom  the 
wisdom  of  one,  whose  lessons  have  become 
laws  to  the  world,  that  comproaiise  mtist  be 
admitted  (if  I  may  so  ex^ss  myself)  amoo^ 
the  elements  of  human  intercourse ;  I  am  la- 
clined,  however,  to  rank  military  teditin 
and  revolt  amongst  the  few  exceptions  to  iha 
salutary  and  healing  principle.  Much,  ttx 
that  very  reason>  may,  and  ought*  to  be  dcoe 
to  aveit  a  contest  in  which,  when  once  kir»d- 
led,  concession  does  nut  find  its  place,  &ad 
conciliation  itself  changes  its  proprnta, 
tending  rather  to  exasperate  than  appease. 

Ji.  The  revolt  of  an  army,  of  which  th 
object  is  to  overawe  and  coiurol  the  govcr?}- 
nicnt,  appran  to  me  to  exclude  cotDpromiie, 
and  1  regard  St  as  one  of  those  evils  for  whkb 
the  only  remedy  is  a  firm,  vigorous,  aod  de* 
terinincd  opposition. 

32.  Your  honourable  committee  will  fisd 
this  principle  distinctlv  professed  on  cvoy 
occasion  which  has  called  for  the  expcesuoo 
of  my  sentimems  on  the  tame  subject,  aod 
I  am  the  more  induced  to  transcribe,  in  Uiit 
place,  a  paragraph  of  the  letter  addiesKd  bf 
the  governor-general  in  council  to  the  g(v 
vemor  in  council  of  Fort  Su  George,  dbed 
the  &oth  of  February;  and  a  passage  <tf  a 
letter  addressed  also  by  the  supreme  govenv 
meiit  to  the  government  of  Boinbar,  o»ies 
date  the  loih  of  Octt>ber,  1808;  because  uic 
pinciples  convened  in  tbese  papers  have, 
m  the  course  ot  the  late  aginations  on  the 
coast,  been  referred  to  by  the  governor  is 
council  of  Fort  St.  George,  as  afibrding  aoc* 
tion  to  the  vigorous  system  pursued  by  ikai 
government  in  repressing  the  seditious  vio> 
Icnce  with  which  it  has  had  to  oonteod. 

Extract  of  the  letter  addressed  by  tbc  govcra- 
or-general  in  cotmcil  to  the  govcroorm 
council  of  Fort  St.  George*  dbted  i&k 
February,  1800. 

Par.  7.—*'  Wc  cannot  conclude  witbooi 
recommending  to  you  in  the  strongest  tamt 
to  persevere  in  repressing  with  dignity  ard 
temper,  but  hy  measures  of  firmness  and 
energy,  that  spirit  of  insubordination  10  the 
authority  of  government,  which  we  are  csb- 
cemed  to  observe  has  of  lare  prevailed  ia 
some  portions  of  the  army  of  FcKt  Si.  G^xfgXt 
and  we  assure  you  of  our  fullest  support  m 
the  maintenance  of  your  just  autbomy,  arJ 
in  your  en^avours  to  restcrf  due  oi«krand 
subordination  throughout  jbeimiiitarT  basick 
of  the  csiabH«hmcnt.«*C)0§lA: 
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Extract  of  letter  tddressed  by  the  syprrme 

fovcrnment  to  ibe  govenunent  of  Bom- 
ay,  under  date  the  loth  October,  1808. 
Par.  ^6ih.  *•  As  to  menace  or  any  atmmpt 
Sii  intimidation,  the  vase  is  not  to  be  supposed  ; 
tbe  supposition  alone  would  constitute  a  more 
real  injury  and  insuh  to  tbe  honourable  men 
who  compose  the  .Bombay  army,  than  any  it 
is  possible  they  should  ever  have  to  complnin 
of.  But  if  in  any  quarter  of  the  world, 
where  we  might  happen  to  be  the  depositories 
pf  public  authorities,  a  case  should  arise,  our 
minds  are  settled  on  the  only  principle  adapted 
in  any  circumstances  to  that  exigency;  to 
admit  of  no  compromise  with  an  evil,  far 
greater  than  that  can  be  incurred  by  resisting 
IS  but  to  maintain  the  full  unqualified  sove- 
reignly, which  is  ill  reality  the  saff  ly  of  the 
state,  by  combating  either  the  seditious  com- 
bination and  cabals,  or  the  criminal  violence 
of  its  servants,  to  the  last  and  utmost  extre- 
mity. We  are  clear  that  whatever  temporaiy 
inconvenieoce  might  in  some  predicament  be 
^voided  by  declining  such  a  contest,  conces- 
sion to  menace  or  clamour  can  never  happen 
Vflthout  operating  a  general  and  permanent 
relaxation  of  authority,  and  diminution  of  all 
tbe  public  energies  tornughout  tbe  empire  in , 

which  it  occurs.** Par.  87.    "  We  lake 

the  two  pillars  of  every  human  governmeiii  to 
be,  firsr,  that  iu  measures  be  directed  to  the  ^ 
]X)blic  good;    next,   that  its  authority    thus 
je^j^^'rciNcd  be  maintained  with  unshaken  firmr 
ncss  and  resolution.** 

33.  Such  being  my  own  principles  on  this 
subject,  and  such  being  the  principles  which 
Sir  George  Barlow^  own  mind  had  adopted  as 
the  foundation  of  his  measures,  and  as  the 
rule  of  his  policy  in  this  difficult  conjuncture, 
it  became  an  onvious  duty  on  my  part  to  af- 
ford him  the  fullest  support  which  could  be 
derived  from  the  supreme  authority  of  India, 
abd  to  add  to  tbe  eificiency  of  his  own  system, 
whatever  force  could  be  supplied  by  the  mani- 
festation of  my  cordial  cnncvirrcnce  in  bis 
measures,  and  of  my  determination  to  strength- 
en his  bands  if  the  occasion  should  require 
it. 

34.  In  conformity  with  these  views,  the 
letter  from  the  governor-general  in  council  of 
the  27th  May  was  framed  in  reply  to  the 
communication  from  Fort  St.  George  of  tbe 
general  order  of  the  1st  M^yt  and  after  ac- 
icounts  had  reached  qs  of  the  extension  and 
increasing  violence  of  the  confederacy  to 
which  that  general  order  appeared  to  have 
furnished  either  the  motive  or  the  pretext. 

35-  Sir  George  Barlow  had  expressed  an 
opinion  that  some  explanation  of  tne  profes- 
sional dutv  of  officer;,  obviously  too  little 
understoo<i  or  too  much  disregarded  in  the 
army  of^  the  coast,  and  a  strong  recommenda- 
tion of  juster  notions  and  better  feelings  than 
were  then  prevalent,  conveyed  from  the  su- 
preme govemmeniatthis  pertpd  might  produce 
a  salutary  effect. 

36.  Our  letter  was  written  therefore  with 

«}w>    rlmihl^    viffu;    rS  nmr1.'«imina'  %  firm    ftiin. 


port  to  the  govemmeii^  of  Fort  St  George 
against  the  growing  violence  with  which  it 
was  menaced  and  of  conveying  useful  instruc- 
tion, enforced  by  fricndlv  exhortation  and 
counsel,  to  the  officers  of  the  army.  The 
letter  itself  having  beenotlready  transmitted  to 
your  honourable  committee  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Fort  St.  George  will  j-equire  no 
further  observation  in  this  place,  and  it  is 
forwarded  as  an  enclosure  of  this  dispatch  only 
for  the  sakp  of  regularity. 

37.  I  began  about  this  period  to  suspect 
that  the  growing  violence  of  the  army  might 
ere  long  induce  a  crisis  which  would  demand 
the  additional  support  of  the  personal  auibo- 
rity  attached  to  my  office ;  but  knowing  that 
Sir  George  Barlow  would  give  me  notice 
when  that  moment  should  arrive,  and  receiv- 
ing as  yet  very  favourable  rej  or's  from  h  in 
of  the  hopes  which  might  be  entertained  of 
the  army's  speedy  return  to  subordination  and 
obedience.  I  did  not  take  the  resolution  of 
repairing  to  fort  St.  George  until  the  ac- 
counts reached  me,  on  the  loth  of  July,  of 
the  open  muiinv  and  rebellion  which  had 
broken  out  at  Masuii))atam,  accompanied  by 
information,  too  credible,  of  the  connection 
of  these  events,  with  a  general  conspiracy  of 
the  whole  army,  conducted  by  a  vciy  regular 
and  perfect  organization  of  coipQiittees,  and 
secret  modes  of  corre.s(X)ndence  from  one  end 
of  the  peninsula  10  the  other. 

'38.  I  then  felt  that  Fort  St.  George  was 
my  proper  post,  and  that  I  could  not,  in  a 
conjuncture  so  awfgl,  withhold  the  super- 
intending powers  vested  in  my  person,  with 
put  shrinking  ffom  one  of  the  few  occa^ions^ 
in  contemplation  of  which  they  were  con-r 
fcrred,  and  without  a  dereliction  of  the  princi- 
cipal  duties  annexed  to  my  suiion.  My 
departure  was  delayed  only  by  the  indispensa- 
ble preparations  both  from  my  absence  from 
Fort  William,  and  for  the  execciK  of  roy 
functions  at  Fort  St.  Qeorge. 

39.  In  this  interval  I  received  from  several 
quarters,  and  especially  from  some  of  the 
officers  suspended  by  tne  gener>il  orders  of 
the  1st  May,  who  had  come  to  Calcutta, 
various  accounts  of  the  progress  made  by  the 
disaffected  officers  towards  measures  of  a  des- 
perate character.  Having  conceived  a  suspi- 
pon  that  these  officious  reports,  always  of 
unwelcome  events,  might  be  conveyed  to 
me,  whether  true  or  false,  with  views  of 
Intimidation,  I  felt  it  more  than  ever  necesf 
snry,  and  exactly  in  proportion  indeed  to  |be 
increasing  motives  of  alarm,  that  no  eocour 
rageroent  should  be  furni:»bed  to  the  desperate 
counsels  of  the  army  by  any  hope  of  wcakr 
ncss  or  wavering  in  the  mind  of  fovemr 
ment.  I  had  opportunities  of  impressing  oj^ 
these  confederates  and  correspondents  ot  the 
revolted  army,  my  determination  to  coiuesc 
the  cause  of  legal  goverrimeot  ia  India  to  the 
hit  extremity,  and  eipecially  to  the  nain  of  the 
public  enemy. 

40.  As  an  example  of  the  tone  I  tboiigbc 
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alluded  to,  I  transcribe,  in  this  place,  a  short 
reply  which  I  made  to  the  first  intelligence  of 
the  events  at  Masulipatam,  communicaied  to 
tne  by  lieutenant-colonel  Robert  BeII>  late 
commandant  of  the  coast  artilleiy  at  the 
mount,  but  then  at  Calcutta. 

'*  To  lieutenant-colond  Bell. 

loth  July,  1809.  • 

**  Sir,— I  return  you  my  best  thanks  for  the 
important  but  afflicting  accounts  vou  sent  me 
this  morning  of  the  revolt  at  Masulipatam. 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  imagine  that  so  great  a 
crime  should  receive  support  Or  countenance 
froin  an  army  of  English  gentlemen  and 
soldiers.  I  ani  heartily  concerned  for  the 
misfortunes  which  await  the  misguided  men 
who  have  embarked  in  these  desperate  and 
disgraceful  courses :  the  time  is  come  when 
honour  and  duty  require  that  every  man  s}iou1d 
make  his  firm  and  distinct  election  between 
rebellion  and  his  country. 

"  1  have  the  honour,  &c." 

41. 1  apprized  general  Hewett,  whose  head- 
quarters were  then  at  Menu  on  the  northern 
frontier  of  your  provinces,  of  the  latest  events 
on  the  coast,  and  intimated  the  possibility 
of  an  occasion  arising  ((k  reinforcing  the  go- 
vernment of  Madras  nova  Bengal ;  I  requested 
his  excellency  to  keep  that  contingency  in 
view,  and  to  consider  of  such  a  plan  as  he 
should  deem  advisable  for  that  purpose,  with- 
out adopting  however  such  actual  measures  as 
should  divulge  that  intention  until  the  neces- 
sity for  it  should  becqme  more  apparent.  ' 

42.  I  took  the  liberty,  at  the  same  time, 
of  recommending  his  early  return  to  the  presi- 
dency, for  the  purpose  superintending  any 
military  arranj^emenu  that  might  eventually 
become  expedient. 

43.  My  motive  for  postponing  the  mani- 
festation of  such  preparations  iti  Bengal,  was 
an  anxious  desire  to  find  affairs  still  open  to  ac- 
commodation 00  my  arrival  at  Fort  St.Greorge, 
and  to  avoid  therefore  any  step  which  should 
precipitate  eveou  in  ,a  moment  so  critical  and 
delicate ;  many  assurances  had  reached  me  that 
my  arrival  would  be  the  signal  of  submission, 
and  although  I  might  reasonably  suspect  that 
such  a  disposition,  if  it  existed,  might  be 
founded  on  expectation  of  concession  which 
I  should  certainly  have  disappointed,  yet  it 
did  iK>t  seem  impossible  that  men  advancin^^ 
by  such  rapid  and  alarming  strides  to  their 
own  destruction,  should  catch  at  the  pre- 
tence of  a  ntw  authority  in  order  to  retract 
from  the  fearfiil  course  they  were  pursuing, 
with  some  salvo  for  fa^se  pnde,  and  with  less 
repugnance  to^  the  unjust  but  passionate  and 
inveterate  malignity  they  fa«d  conceived  or 
prolessed  against  the  person  of  the  governor 
of  Fort  St.  George. 

4^.  The  occasion  however  was  likely  to  be 
lost  for  submission,  if  a  movement  of  troops 
were  observed  in  Bengal,  and  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  revolted  officen  to  anticipate  an 
expected  reinfiDfCcment  to  government,  might 
lead  to  extreme  menofCl  &om  which  there 
wonbl  Imi  bo  tMrtat^ 


In  pursuance  of  the  same  views,  it  wai  set- 
led  with  my  colleagues,  that  the  vice  presi- 
dent in  council  should  concert  secretly  such 
plftbs  of  succo\ir  to  tlxe  government  of  Fort 
St.  George  as  should  not  disclose  that  inten- 
tion  until  I  should  apprize  them  of  my 
wislies  on  the  subject  from  Madras,  unless 
they  should  receive  earlier  accounts  of  the 
actual  commencement  of  hostilities,  in  which 
case  measures  were  to  be  immediately  adopt- 
ed for  transporting  troops  from  Fort  Wil- 
liam to  Maidr^,  and  furnishing  other  rem- 
forcements  to  the  coast ;  the  vice  president 
in  council  did  accordingly,  on  receiving 
advice  of  the  engagement  near  Seringapa- 
tam,  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and 
jud^ent  issue  orders  for  embarking  his 
majesty's  Mth  regiment  from  the  garriaoa 
of  Fort  Willi  :m,  and  2i6  from  Berhampore : 
and  for  advancing  two  battalions  of  Native 
Infantry  from  Cuttack  to  the  frontiers  of  the 
northern  Circars,  which  orders  remained 
in  course  of  executioa,  until  the  submission 
of  the  officers  on  the  coast  enabled  the  vice 
president  in  council  to  recal  them. 

45.  Previous  to  my  departure  I  thought  it 
adviseable  to  acquaint  the  army  of  £ogal 
officially  with  the  criminal  excesses  to  which 
the  sedition  on  the  coast  had  proceeded  at 
Masulipatam;  and  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose  a  copy,  of  the  general  orders  issued 
upon  that  occasion. 

46.It  happened  that  this  paper  reached  the 
Hydrabad  subsidiary  force  and  some  other 
stations  of  the  coast  army  at  the  critical  pe- 
riod already  referred  to,  when  the  officers 
began  to  waver  in  their  designs,  as  the  hut 
paragraph  in  the  general  orders  appears 
either  to  have  favoured  the  new  dispositions, 
to  which  other  and  much  more  cogent 
motives  had  given  birth,  or  to  have  oeea 
employed  as  an  additional  means  of  persua- 
sion by  those  who  wished,  late  indeed,  hot 
earlier  than  the  rest,  to  abandon  themselves 
and  recal  others  from  the  dangerous  and 
fatal  course  they  were  miming. 

47.  The  passage  aHuded  to  was  represent- 
ed, i|nd  seems  to  have  been  understood,  as 
written  in  a  spirit  of  moderation,  smd  as 
encouraging  the  hope  of  conciliation,  by 
which  must  have  b^n  meant,  so  far  as  it 
was  employed  as  an  argument  of  submis- 
sion, the  hore  of  a  lenient  judgment  on 
those  who  should  resign  themselves  impli- 
citly to  the  authority  and  discietion  of  go- 
vernment. 

48.  What  share  this  and  many  other  of 
the  minor  and  concurrent  inducements  to 
submission  may  have  practically  had  in  pro- 
ducing the  fortunate  termination  of  these 
disorders,  it  may  not  be  altogether  immate- 
rial to  consider ;  and  I  have  thought  it  right, 
in  point  of  justice,  not  to  omit  the  enume- 
ration of  any  motive,  to  which  it  is  the 
wish  of  those  who  place  themselves  at.  the 
mercy  of  government  to  ascribe  that  resolu- 
tion, because  a  more  or  less  favourable  view 
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opefite  either  to  the  advantmge  or  prejudice  of  a 
numerous,  andt  by  their  professioo>  their  for- 
mer merits  and  services,  a  still  respe<rtable 
body  of  our  countrymen.  The  whole  of  ths 
question  will  find,  however,  a  more  proper 
place  in  the  sequel,  and  I  proceed  to  lay 
before  you  an  account  of  the  principal  occur* 
rences  and  measures  since  my  arrival  at  Madras 
on  the  nth  of  September. 

49.  I  felt  a  great  desire  to  wet^ken  as  little 
as  possible  the  mfluence  of  Sir  George  Bar- 
low's government  by  the  intervention  of  a 
new  auihoricy,  aiKl  in  that  view,  as  well  as 
to  devote  m]^  whole  mind  more  exclusively  to 
the  great  object  which  had  required  uiy  pre- 
sence, I  tooR  the  resolution  recorded  m  mv 
mrnuie  oi  the  leth  September,  a  copy  of  whicD 
I  have  the  honour  to  enclose* 

50.  On  th«  subicct,  however,  which  had 
brought  me  to  Madras  I  felt  it  to  be  a  point 
both  of  duty  and  policy  to  form  a  separate  and 
individual  ludgment. 

51.  I  should  have  discharged  imperfectly 
the  trust  for  which  the  extraordinary  powers  I 
was  then  about  to  exercise  had  been  vested  in 
my  person ;  I  should  have  ill  appreciated  the 
nomentous  matter  I  had  before  mc,^  and  I 
^ould  have  lowered  in  a  manner  prejudicial 
to  the  permanent  efficiency  of  your  Indian 
^vemmeot^  the  high  and  paramount  autho- 
rity of  my  office,  which  for  purposes  alike  of 
remedy  and  of  support  in  their  several  cases, 
it  is  so  impo;tant  to  hold  hi^h  in  the  estimation 
and  reverence  of  India,  if  1  had  professed 
only  a  blind  concurrence  in  councils  in  which 
I  was  come  to  preside ;  I  should  at  the  tame 
time  have  brought  to  the  government  of  Fort 
St.  George  a  very  feeble  accession  of  strength, 
if  my  support  had  consisted  only  in  an  addi- 
tional signature  unsanctioned  by  the  delibera- 
tion and  decision  of  a  separate  acid  superintend- 
ing judgment. 

5ft.  I  determiilcd,  therefore,  to  pursue 
a  personal  investigation  of  the  focts,  followed 
by  a  mature  deliberation  on  their  results, 
before  I  should  adopt  anv  resolution,  or  even 
commit  myself  on  any  of  the  principal  poinu 
depending. 

53.  I  professed  openly,  at  the  same  time, 
my  readiness  to  receive  from  every  quarter^  so 
far  as  the  urgency  of  the  awful  affairs  depend- 
ing admitted,  either  written  or  verbal  com- 
munications f  and  especially  on  the  part  of 
those  whose  safety  or  fortunes  might  be  in- 
volved in  the  judgment  I  had  to  pronounce. 

54*  The  documents  furnished  by  govern- 
ment alone  were  extremely  voluminous,  and 
much  time  was  et)gaged  also  in  perusing  the 
memorials,  examining  the  documents,  and 
listening  to  the  suggestions  and  representations 
of  individuals. 

53.  The  deliberation  was  itself  the  most 
anxious  that  could  be  submitted  to  the  human 
mind,  and  the  judgment  was  painfully  dis- 
tracted between  the  demands  of  public  justice, 
and  the  deep  interest  of  society,  in  the  vin- 
dication of  military  discipline  and  public  order, 
Ibe  claims  of  iodividual  justice,  the  validity 


and  effect  of  excolpttory  pleas,  the  induU 
gence  due  to  human  error  and  infirmity,  and 
the  compassion  excited  by  the  humiliation  and 
misfortunes  of  a  subdued  advenary . 

^6»  It  will  ever  be  some  matter  of  grateful 
and  consoling  reflection,  that  the  final  judg- 
ment 1  have  had  to  pronounce,  was  founded 
on  ample  and  careful  enquiry,  and  on  re- 
peated and  anxious  meditation ;  from  which, 
so  far  as  the  capacity  of  my  mind  has  admitted* 
'  no  consideration  has  been  excluded  that  could 
affect  either  the  public  or  individuals,  or 
which  either  justice  or  humanity  could  surest. 

57.  That  judgment  is  conveyed  in  the 
general  order  issued  in  my  name  on  the  24th 
of  September,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  me 
honour  to  enclose. 

58.  As  the  grounds  tf  this  measure  are 
stated  pretty  fully  in  the  paper  itself,  I  need 
not  trouble  your  honourable  committee  with 
a  detailed  discussion  of  the  several  interesting 
points  comprised  in  it. 

59.  Your  honourable  committee  will  see 
that  I  have  studied  to  combine,  as  fir  as  those 
opposite  principles  would  admit,  the  correc- 
tion of  great  and  dangerous  offences  with 
a  mitigatinc  spirit  of  clemency  and  mercy. 

60.  TEc  two  governing  principles  have 
been,  first»  that  example  was  indispensable ; 
secondly,  that  the  greatest  measure  of  lenity, 
compatible  with  that  object*  was  consistent 
with  the  public  interest  as  well  as  promoted 
by  natural  feeling.  ^ 

61.  In  a  case  of  such  general  participation' 
by  a  numerous  body  in  the  offence  which  is 
to  be  punished,  it  is  obvious  that  the  penalty 
cannot  be  extended  to  all ;  and  that  some 
must  be  selected  for  example,  whose  punish- 
ment, while  it  atones  for  the  general  crime, 
must  inflict  upon  the  rest  also,  if  they  are 
men  and  havehuman  hearts  whose  g  uilc  they 
expiate,  a  penalty  little  short  of  their  own 
doom. 

62.  That  the  examples  need  not  be  nu- 
merous is  my  opinion,  A  solemn,  but  not 
vindictive  sacrifice  to  justice  will  suffice  to 
assert  the  authority  of  government  and  to 
satisf)r  the  offended  laws.  It  will  sufficiently 
esublish  also,  not  by  a  cold  calculation  of 
chances,  but  by  a  deep  and  severe  impres- 
sion, the  hazard  which  attends  crimes,  and 
the  affliction  which  follows  guilt,  even  when 
the  personal  danger  is  escaj:^. 

63  I  reflected  that  the  mass  of  the  oflTend- 
ing  officers  were  to  be  necessarily  replaced 
in  stations  of  trust,  that  our  native  armies 
were  still  to  be  conunanded  by  th.m,  and 
that  whether  the  penalty  should  fall  on  few 
or  comparatively  on  many,  our  army  was 
still  to  be  composed  of  associates  in  the 
common  offence ;  policy  therefore,  if  a  more 
generous  principle  did  not  run  before  that 
colder  motive,  points  to  conciliation  as  the 
most  expedient,  as  well  as  in  many  other 
points  of  view,  the  most  commendable  foun- 
dation of  our  measures.  The  change  in 
events  has  changed  the  principle;  whilr 
revolt  was  00  foot,  conciliation,  which  woul 
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have  b^eo  mutaken  or  t>erhip8  justly  taked 
for  weakness,  inust  have  impaired  both 
•lignitv  and  power.  After  submission  a 
^y^uciliating  course  became  a  point  not 
merely  of  prudence,  but  of  magnanimity, 
consulting  the  best  and  the  only  true  pride 
of  government,  and  building  up  authority 
on  the  surest  basis  of  human  power. 

64.  Tt  became  my  duty,  and  was  an  in- 
teresting point  of  my  enquiry,  to  ascertain 
the  claim  to  indulgence  or  approbation  which 
either  the  army  at  large,  or  individuals, 
mi^ht  have  denved  from  the  circumstances 
attending  their  return  to  their  duty. 

65.  It  would  have  afforded  me'  the  most 
cordial  satisfaction  to  have  discovered  clear- 
er traces  of  disinterested  penitence,  or  of 
other  meritorious  motives  for  this  sudden 
and  total  revolution  in  the  conduct  of  the 
army. 

66.  The  enquiry,  indeed,  need  hardly 
extend  beyond  the  Hydrabad  subsidiary 
force  at  Secundrabad,  for  by  the  unconditi- 
onal submission  of  that  force,  the  keystone 
of  the  revolt  was  removed,  and  the  whole 
fabrick  crumbled  at  once  to  dust  and  ruin. 
After  that  event,  the  necessity  of  submission 
was  so  apparent  and  the  case  so  urgent,  that 
the  merit  of  a  voluntarv  retreat  cannot  even 
be  claimed  by  any  otner  portion  of  the 
army. 

67.  The  detachment  at  Jaulna  had  actually 
made  two  marches  towards  Hydrabad  in  com- 
pliance with  a  requisition  from  Secundrabad, 
when  their  progress  in  rebellion  was  arrcstcdi, 
bv  advices  from  the  troops  at  the  latter  place, 
of  their  submission  to  government.  The  dis- 
may occasioned  by  this  inteHiptence  could  only 
be  cquallrd  by  ihc  indignation  and  fury  ex- 
cited in  the  minds  of  th^  Jaulna  detachment, 
by  an  event  which  rendered  the  prosccuiion  of 
their  designs  impracticable,  and  their  renuncia- 
tion of  them  fatal.  They  determined  bow- 
ever,  after  some  besitarion,  to  retrace  their 
iteps  and  resume  their  poa  at  Jaulna.  In  like 
manoef  no  symptom  of  rcturninR  loyalty  was 
perceived  at  Seringapatam,  till  the  intelli- 
gence from  Secundrabad  and  Jaulna  disco- 
vered to  them  the  hopeless  add  desperate  state 
of  their  affairs.  A  pressing  letter  from  the 
Hydrabad  subsidiary  force,  at  the  moioicnt  of 
its  su  bmission,  addressed  to  the  garrison  of 
Ma5uMpatam,  exhoriing  them  to  follow  their 
example  without  a  momenrs  delay,  produced 
the  nrst  steps  towards  subordination  at  that 
place,  and  so  of  various  other  posts  and 
corps. 

68.  With  regard  to  the  Hydrabad  force 
itself  it  ma]^  appear  the  less  necessary  to 
weigh  very  nicely  the  motives  of  their  coo- 
duct,  as  the  full  benefit  of  a  meritorious 
return  to  their  duty  has  been  allowed  to 
them. 

69.  The  operation,  however,  of  the  oijlers 
of  the  96th  July,  the  impression  made  by 
colpoel  Close  on  the  nauve  battalions,  and 
growing  indications  of  their  alienation  from 
the  cauie  of  the  Etiropcaa  officers,  caonot 


but  throw  strong  shades  upati  the  sudden 
conversion  of  that  force.  It  was  brought 
about,  indeed,  entirely  by  the  senior  officers 
aided  by  the  very  laudable  and  no  doubt,  to 
some  extent,  efficacious  exertions  of  lieutenant* 
colonel  Montresor. 

^o.  The  iunior  part  of  the  force  was  re* 
claimed  with  great  difficulty,  and  the  strong 
doubts  by  that  time  enicnained  of  the  adhe- 
rence of  the  Sepoys,  was  a  principal  topic  of 
persuasion  cm  ployed  by  the  seniors  in  tbrir 
endeavours  tobtittgthe  former  round  to  the 
new  sentiments  ihey  had  ihen»selves  adopted. 

71.  With  all  these  indications  of  induce- 
ments connected  rather  With  despair  of  success 
than  with  contrition  and  repentance,  1  have 
wished  to  give  their  due  weightto  the  motives 
alleged  by  the  senior  officers  of  the  Hydrabad 
force,  to  have  induced  at  that  particular  mo- 
ment their 'return  to  the  duties  of  subordina- 
tion and  obedience  ;  and  I  am  willing  to  think 
that  the  considerations  of  which  they  claim  the 
merit,  may  be  admitted  to  have  come  in  aid 
of  the  more  obvious  and  prudential  reasons 
already  referred  to  for  their  conduct. 

72.  They  represent  themselves,  as  I  underv 
stand  it,  to  have  proposed  at  no  period  any 
thing  beyond  iiltimidation,  as  a  means  of  con- 
trouliiig  government,  and  cjctorting  the  con- 
cessions they  required.  They  advanced  from 
faction  to  sedition,  from  seaition  to  revolts 
confident  that  each  step  they  made  towards 
greater  violence  would  suffice  for  their  pur- 
pose. In  this  course  they  gradually  arrived- 
at  the  last  narrow  boundary,  which  they  bad 
yet  to  pass,  before  the  commencement  of 
civil  war;  and  while  ihey  yet  hesitated  on 
that  last  decisive  step,  the  measures  of  govern- 
ment convinced  them  that  intimidation  would 
fail ;  and  if  they  advanced  further,  the  contest 
was  actually  to  be  maintained.  They  then 
describe  their  sense  of  the  iniblic  evils  incident 
to  such  a  conflict,  and  their  compunction  at 
becoming  the  immediate  instruments  of  such 
calamities,  seniimciits  which  terminated  in  a 
resolution,  since  Sir  George  Barlow  would 
not  yield  to  the  army,  to  sacrifice  their  own 
objr-cts  and  feelings  to  the  public  safety,  and 
submit  themselves  implicitly  to  the  discretioo 
of  government. 

73  Such  is  the  most  favourable  account 
which  has  been  suggested  by  themselves  of 
their  conversion.  There  would  remain,  aftct 
all,  an  actual  revolt  to  the  extreme  point  of 
intimidation  and  menace,  and  stopping  short 
only  of  actual  war,  under  circumstances  of 
very  doubtful  success,  or  rather  of  utter  im- 
practicability and  despair. 

74.  The  tiuth  is,  that  whatever  satisfactioo 
I  snould  derive  from  a  favourable  view  of  this 
explanation,  on  the  outward  aspect  aloiie  of 
these  transactions,  1  am  precluded  from  ^iviiig 
easy  faith  to  this  refined  account  of  an  instant 
and  sudden  retreat  from  long  concerted  de- 
signs, by  less  questionable  testimony  than  any 
ostensible  declarations ;  I  mean  the  distinct 
avowal  by  the  parties  in  their  correspondence 
with  each  other  (intercepted  by  governmcot,) 
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that  despajr  alone  drove  them  to  renounce 
their  criminal  projects.  It  is  clear  that  the 
danger  was  pressing,  for  they  must  have  other- 
Wise  held  out  at  least  to  negotiate  for  their 
own  safety  :  and  they  might  naturally  have 
been  expected  to  wait  in  the  same  posture  for 
my  arnval,  since  they  stated  themselves  to 
have  conceived  expectations,  from  the  terms 
of  my  general  order  to  the  army  of  Bengal, 
of  measures  of  conciliation  and  lenity. 

75.  I  must  vet  acknowledge,  that  I  faiilv 
feel  the  probability  that  men  advanced  to  such 
a  fearful  pass,  upon  ground  so  insecure  and 
slippery,  may  have  earnestly  wished  to  re- 
treat from  their  desperate  enterprises,  and  it 
cannot  l)e  forgotten,  that  many  in  the  multi- 
tude who  have  shared  this  frenzy,  have  been 
borne  down  the  current  from  crime  to  crime, 
against  their  own  better  judgments  and  dispo- 
sitions. These  may  truly  be  believed  to  have 
rejoiced  at  the  first  ovcnure  for  retreat,  and  to 
have  abandoned,  with  sincere  and  honourable 
feelings  of  duty,  projects  to  which  they 
had  lent  an  unwilling  and  compulsory  concur- 
rence. 

76.  I  am  also  induced  to  say,  that  I  am 
disposed,  from  what  has  passed  under  my 
observation,  to  ascribe  to  Major  Neale,  the 
senior  officer  oT  the  Hydrabad  subsidiary 
force,  a  lurking  sense  of  better  princii)les  in 
the  midst  of  hit  guilty  participation  in  the 
crimes  of  that  distempered  period,  aiid  a  sin- 
cere, and  perhaps  even  an  earlier  desiie  than 
actually  manifested  itself,  to  recede  from  a  si- 
tuation so  repugnant  to  the  sober  judgment 
and  natural  feelmgs  of  every  honourable 
nan. 

77.  Under  all  the  considerations  stated  in 
this  dispatch,  and  in  the  general  order  of 
September  23th,  I  am  penuaded  your  honour- 
able cominittee  will  approve  the  spirit  of 
grace,  oblivion,  and  entire  reconciliation, 
which  forms  the  character  of  this  measure.  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  understand,  that  it  has 
made  a  favourable  impression  00  those  who 
are  the  objects  of  it,  and  that  if  cordiality 
towards  the  governmrnt  of  Fort  St.  George 
should  yet  be  retarded  by  the  vehemence  of 
prejudice  and  passion,  long  blindly  indulged, 
better  sentiments  mav  be  expected  to  arise 
gradually  and  all  appreneasion  may  be  banished 
irom  this  hour  of  a  relapse  into  disorder  and 
iosobordioation. 

78.  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  two  ge- 
neral orden,  issued  in  my  name  to  the  army 
also  on  the  25th  September,  conveying  my 
just  acknowledgment  of  the  zeal,  efficient  sup- 
port of  his  majesty's  troops,  and  of  the  fide- 
lity of  the  Native  troops  ot  this  establishment ; 
aiid  to  these  I  beg  leave  to  add  my  general 
order  of  the  ^th  CJctober,  concerning  a  prac- 
tice the  continuation  of  which  there  was,  in 
soine  instances,  reason  to  apprehend,  and 
which  must  have  effectually  precluded  the 
return  of  general  harmony,  which  is  so  much 
to  be  desired.  I  allude  to  combinations  and 
pledges  to  exclude  from  society,  and  otherwise 
imalt  those  who  may  have  quitted  the  guilty 


cause  of  revolt  before  the  general  submission 
,of  the  army.  I  flatter  myself  the  admonition 
and  advice  conveyed  in  that  paper  may  not  be 
ineffectual. 

79.  Having  stated  the  principal  measures 
which  have  been  adopted  since  my  arrival  at 
Madras,  your  honourable  committee  might 
naturally  expect  that  I  should  enter,  on  this 
occasion,  more  fully  into  the  origin,  motives, 
and  principles  of  the  very  general  and  alarming 
revolt  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  your  mili- 
tary establishment.  I  feel  the  im)X>rtance  of 
that  investigation ;  and  having  had  no  earlier 
opportunity  of  forming  a  judgnnent  founded 
on  full  information,  and  uncornoined  with  the 
imponant  and  urgeVit  principle  which  govern- 
ed my  conduct  in  Bengal,  I  mean  the  indis- 
pensable necessity  of  affording  to  the  gover- 
nor of  Fort  St.  George  unqualified  suppo^ 
against  sedition  and  revolt,  I  cannot  neglect 
to  avail  myself  of  the  facilities  I  now  possess 
for  that  purpose,  and  shall  apply  my  mind 
carefully  and  impartially  to  that  general  and 
interesting  enquiry.  It  is,  no  doubt,  upon 
such  an  investigation,  that  your  future  system 
ou/^ht  to  be  iounded,  and  that  I  should  alone 
be  justified  in  submitting  to  your  consideration 
any  suggestions  that  may  arise  in  my  mind 
upon  that  subjrct. 

80.  Opinions  of  such  moment  ought,  how* 
ever,  to  be  mature,  and  the  remaining  pe- 
riod of  my  residence  here,  which  will  pro- 
bably not  exceed  the  first  week  of  Decem- 
ber, will  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  ren* 
der  any  sentiments  I  may  ultimately  enter- 
tain on  questions  so  large  and  complicated, 
affecting  concerns  of  such  high  .value* 
worthy  of  the  quarter  to  which  they  will 
be  addressed.  I  should  wish  also  for  a  little 
more  knowledge  and  further  expeiience  of 
the  real  dispositions  left  or  created  in  the 
minds  of  the  officers  of  this  army  by  the  late 
stormy  season,  and  the  calm  whicn  has  suc- 
ceeded it. 

81.  I  cannot,  however,  permit  myself  to 
suppress  some  suggestions  for  your  imme- 
diate consideration,  because  no  doubt  re- 
mains on  my  mind  'concerning  their  justice 
or  expediency,  and  much  of  the  impression 
may  depend  upon  their  earlier  or  later  adop- 
tion. 

82.  The  point  to  which  I  now  allude,  is 
the  reward  of  those  who  have  conspicuously 
contributed  to  the  signal  and  invaluable  bene- 
fit which  the  company  has  received  by  the 
suppression  of  this  dangerous  revolt.  Your 
honourable  committee,  and  indeed  the  pub- 
lic of  England,  will  have  probably  p-)ssed 
through  an  interval  of  great  alarm,  before 
the  happy  and  providential  issue  of  these 
troubles  could  relieve  the  anxiety  inseparable 
from  such  occasions.  From  your  sentiments 
and  feelings  during  this  aspect  of  your  afiatHt 
the  extent  of  the  late  danger,  and  the  value 
of  your  present  security  may  be  well  ippre^ 
ciated  without  enlarging  on  these  points. 

83.  The  first   and  most   pressing  object 
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I  am  entirely  persuaded  will  be  fell  by  yoiir 
honourable  committee,  to  be  a  public  and 
i\^')d)  a<  kuowcd^mriit,  bo»h  from  the  ho- 
nourable comj»'4!iy  i.'d  from  hi<  inajcsiy*s  ^o- 
ver  inifiK,  of  S.i  Gcor^;r  Barlow's  cmi- 
neni  scjvicr^  He  hat  conducted  vour  bark 
oui  oV  ihn  tempest  into  safety,  not  b>*  any 
Sv.  K^  of  for'. Ill  c  or  by  any  ordinary  mr?<urc 
ot  «  \  ♦inn,  but  by  ihc  uniform  unsubwucd 
apj>'ica:.'.ri  of  H:nine*5»  courage*  and  U>rii- 
tudr,  rising?  in  piO|X)r"on  to  inc  difficulucs 
u  v/hirh  ih  .  sff'.'^-'.  o«-r'>.ca.  A  momrnt*s 
r  1  -t'o*  01  thc&'  ^u  ii  and  rare  qu  Iiiios 
V  -i!  .:,'.  ueliv  rtd  over  your  govcr  .nc.nt 
fr:  iv*  in  otn-w.^p  to  your  army,  ai..i,  by 
<i. ><«-•).,  J  <!•  npiM.e  of  the  latier,  would 
bav  cxiii-.^,  i'sii*  u  in-  ffficcy  at  once  of  your 
cr  1    in.sr-    ,      *  tr.iluarv  ^xjvver. 

8  J.  In  A  *n  oiit-r  vtiy  po^'ifiil  inotives 
fc;  ^.fo.d  n^'  v.  ur  marked  atid  tliiiipi;u»$bed 
C'j»iiHi-Taiir.  to  Sii  Cr, or.;c  ihil«AV.  One 
oi  the  corV)Utiif;nt  artd  most  ac-  tve  j  nacipies 
of  ihis  criminal  confcdrtac}  has  b  tii,  an 
UhJHiiiU-d  but  rancorous  disafl.  i  :ioa  to  his 
pr;iv)»..  I  spc^k  with  concf  Hi  u;iaotibt.*dlv, 
but  wuhoul  (mbartassmnu  or  ^cruplei  on 
inai»abj*«»,  b  .  ajst:  whactvor  odium  has 
bcca  n.ii.^;  initv  cast  u;K>n  his  name,  hai 
beer  «,'.., t  -  hv  the  sieadv  uifit  xiblc  discharge 
of  Mil)  11  't  H\,  andby<.{Tv>.  .  i.)  Vtxir  sci  vice, 
'no;  in  ill'- inic Ives  Tr.o\c  grateful  pt-rwa^lly 
to  hi'i  than  toother  m«ii,  but  falliitg  more 
par  •.U'^riy  by  the  cour^  of  eveuts  within 
the  pi'  .odof  hisadminisif'iiion. 

B5.  I  o  «(»:Tscni  that  he,  who  in  the  high- 
est stduon:t  ot  irosi  a:ui  couhucncc  has  intre- 
picy  pr.r  formed  import  ant  but  ungrateful 
»ci  v.ce,  should  be  borne  down  by  party  dis* 
contriti<i,  and  especially  by  an  arniea  faction, 
is  I  at '.  sure  contrary  alike  to  your  ik)ncur- 
ab!f  '■tr  mince's  sense  of  justice,  and  your 
cni^h'-uid  viewsof  policy. 

^6.  For  purposes  ef  conciliation,  I  have 
done  much  in  mitigation  of  punishments* 
but  it  would  be  a  vicious  indulgence  of  that 
principle  to  sacrifice  the  clauus  of  fidelity 
and  service  to  the  pa^ions  of  adversaries.  I 
have  iherrfore  omitted  no  opportunity  of 
pr'inouucing,  even  in  the  cars  of  those  to 
whom  it  sounds  most  harshly,  the  claims  of 
Sir  Gco!ge  Barlow  to  public  esteem  and  gra- 
titude. 

87.  It  is  on  these  principles  that  I  presume 
to  press  this  suggestion  on  your  liotice,  more 
earnestly  than  it  would  become  me  to  do,  if 
I  did  not  fed  its  deep  and  fundamental  im- 
portance in  the  present  conjuncture  of  your 
affairs. 

8?*  I  am  not  prepared  to  enumerate  those 
individuals,  either  in  the  civil  or  military  de« 
prtment,  whose  services  have  meritea  the 
honour  of  your  notice ;  but  I  will  venture 
at  present  to  submii^ome  names  highly  de* 
serving  of  your  consideration. 

89.  Major-general  Gowdie  stands  undoubt- 
edly first  in  that  class.  The  high  and  res- 
ixmsible  stations  he  has-filled  durmg  this  pe- 
riod of  difficulty   and  crisb>  his  steady  ad- 


herence tothar  which  the  future  of  the  tinia 
had  rendered  hLk  pnmary  duty,  a  firm  aod 
uniform  support  of  government  agait^&t  se- 
dition, and  of  discipline  against  systcmatJc 
insul)ordinaiion,  softened  only  by  the  inflo- 
cnce  of  a  temperate  and  coociliattng  mind, 
will  lam  pcrsuari'.'d  lecommcnd  him  to  your 
coun  enar»cc,  and  to  some  mark  of  publk 
apprubiiion. 

90.  Mr.  .Oakes  and  Mr.  Casamaijor, 
whose  important  share  in  the  fortutwic  »c»dlt 
ot  the  late  arduous  at)d  menacing  •:atc  of  voor 
atfaiis  has  alrcac^y  b^en  men^iaticd,  will  I  (SouDt 
noi  btand  *)i^h  in  your  Citcnn  and  favour,  aud 
ex^^neuce  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  tbeir 
fdiibful  and  most  useful  services  graced  by 
SOUK-  mark  of  public  approbation  and  acki.o«- 
ledt,n»«-m. 

91.  Colonel  Munro  appears  to  me  panicu- 
lariy  entitled  to  that  countcnaiicr  aiK)  support 
which  are  wisely  and  justly  extended  to  ibo«, 
who  in  the  faithful  and  able  discharge  of 
public  duties  are  made  the  objects  of  factious 
ai.d  malignant  persecufi'»ns. 

9«.  Several  officers  both  of  his  maj-ny's 
and  the  company 'i  establishments  bavc  rco- 
dered  conspicuous  and  distiOKuished  service 
by  a  niore  tharv  usual  display  of  zeal,  talents, 
or  energy.  These  shall  be  the  subject  of 
future  communication;  but  I  cannot  omit 
even  now  the  name  of  the  honourable  Anbor 
Cole,  acting  resident  at  Mysore,  whose  firm- 
ness, activity,  and  ardour,  directed  b}*  the 
soundest  judgment  and  prudence,  have  coo* 
tnbuted  in  a  very  mcmofable  degree  10  the 
maintenance  of  tbecompan^'a  authority  and 
the  ultimate  suppression  of  revolt  in  ibe  vciy 
■eat  of  the  worst  and  most  formidable  di»> 
order. 

93.  I  hope  to  address  your  bonounbfe 
committee  further  in  a  few  day«  bvH.  M.S. 
Rattlesnake,  which  rear  admiral  braryisso 
good  as  to  appoint  to  Convey  our  dispatches 
direct  to  England. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

HoQourable  Sin* 
Your  faithful  hiMoble  servant. 

Fort  St.  George,  M I K  to* 

isth  October,  1809. 

Enclosure  No.  s. 
Minute  of  goveroor-generah 

Fort  St.  George, 
ifttb  September,  1809. 
Governor-general. 
In  taking  my  seat  at  this  boarc),  I  am  sure  I 
shall  have  enure  credit  io  the  assuraiKCs  I  aa 
nevertheless  anxious  to  record,  that  tbe  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  or  r^ber  of  tbe  pcrfbnn- 
ance  of  the  duties  attached  to  tbe  office  of 
governor-general    respecting  bis  prcjcoce  « 
the  other  presidencies,  has  beeo  suggested  00 
this  occasion  to  my  mind  by  no  diffidence  in 
the  wisdoip  or  energy  of  the  honourable  per- 
son who  has  been  appointed  to  fill  this  chair, 
or  of  his  hoiKMirable  and  able  colleagues.    I 
have  giveo  the  sorest  pledge  of  my  cbdre 
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confidence  iti  the  gjovernmcnt  of  Sir  George 
Barlow,  by  the  uniform  and  cordial  support 
which,  wiih  the  hearty  concurrence  of  my 
colleagues,  I  have  aflforded  to  his  measuret 
throughout  this  season  of  crisis  and  tiouble, 
and  down  to  the  hour  of  my  embark  ition. 

A  crisJ!*  had  indeed  arrived  before  I  would 
allow  myselt  to  obtrude  a  new  authority  in 
the  conduct  of  affairs  which  were  airec(Ld  by 
couricils  every  way  so  worthy  of  confidence. 

It  was  the  peculiar  nature  ana  constitution 
of  the  troubles  which  agitated  this  govem- 
mcnty  and  of  the  body  with  which  the  con- 
test was  to  be  maintained,  thai  appeared  to 
me  to  render  not  the  aid  of  council  or  ad- 
vice, but  the  accession  of  authority  which 
m^  presence  at  Fort  St.  George  would  fur* 
tush,  of  material  and  urgent  iiuportance. 

The  events  were  of  a  description  which 
will  not  wait  for  the  slow  operation  of  dis- 
tant references.  A  revolted  army  must,  ac- 
cording to  my  principles,  be  met  by  prompt 
and  instant  aeci&ion ;  and  although  reiiher 
wisdom  nor  energy  were  wanting  in  the  coun- 
cils of  Fort  St.  George,  I  conceived  that 
efficacy  might  be  added  to  their  mea- 
sures by  the  inte/veniion  of  new  and  higher 
power. 

While,  on  these  principles,  my  dgty  has 
called  me  to  Madras,  it  does  not  require  chat 
I  should  disturb,  by  unnecessary  intrusion, 
the  ordinary  dispatch  of  business  and  the 
current  affairs  of  this  presidency  which,  al- 
though the  law  requires  that  they  should  bear 
my  formal  sanction,  I  shall  better  c  )nsuli 
the  general  interests  of  the  company  by  re- 
questing the  honourable  president  and  his 
colleagues  to  transact  in  the  usual  and  accus- 
tomedmanner.  • 

It  can  still  be  lessadvantageous  to  thepubhc, 
and  it  is  wholly  foreign  to  my  views  and  dis- 
position, that  I  shoul  1  impair  the  authority 
and  influence  of  the  regular  government  by 
intcrfeiing  with  the  patronage  of  ihc  presi- 
dent, and  diverting  that  important  imrrument 
of  ^overnnicnt  from  its  present  pure  and  ju- 
dicious direction. 

It  was  matter  of  the  highest  satisfaction 
and  joy  to  my  mind,  that  1  found,  on  my 
arrival  at  Madras,  this  dangerous  rrvoh  al- 
ready subdued  by  the  personal  firmiuss,  drci- 
sion,  and  energy  of  the  governor  of  Fun  St. 
George.  These  great,  and,  in  such  seasons, 
rare  but  invaluable  qualities,  were  in  my  ap- 
prehension never  possessed  or  displayed  in  a 
higher  degree,  or  exerted  with  mere  signal 
and  decisive  influence  on  the  affairs  of  man- 
kind, than  by  Sir  George  Barlow  in  the  stor- 
my period  which  is  past.  That  his  sovereign 
and  country  will  honour  the  magnanimity 
and  fortitude  of  the  man,  and  appreciate  the 
value  of  his  eminent  services,  I  caunoi  doubt ; 
and  that  obloquy  purchased  by  the  pure  and 
loSexible  discharge  of  ungrateful  hut  sacred 
and  indispensable  duties,  will  be  cfla«.ca  in 
Its  appointed  hour  by  universal  respect  and 
esteem,  my  confidence  in  the  ultimate  tri- 


umph of  truth  and  justice  penuades  me  firm- 
ly lo  believe. 

That  those  troubles  have  been  composed 
before  my  arrival,  and  by  the  proper  energies 
and  resources  of  the  very  government  that 
was  the  object  of  attick,  appear  to  me  a  cir- 
cumstance of  great  public  moment,  and  bene- 
ficial in  a  signal  decree  to  the  local  govcrn- 
mcni  of  this  presidency,  as  well  as  to  the 
general  interests  of  India. 

Some  points  of  nmch  delicate  concern 
yet  remain  for  our  confederation.  To  those 
I  shall  give  my  immediate  and  anxious  appli- 
cation, and  I  shall  submit  to  the  board  the 
r-srlicst  judj^ment  ihat  is  consistent  with  a 
mature  and  inforrned  deliberation. 

(Signed}        MiNTO. 

General  letter  from  the  court  of  directors, 
I5(h  September,  1809:  military  depart- 
ment. 

Our  governor  in  council  at 
Foil  Sf   George. 
Par.  1.  Our   lau  letter  to  you  in  this  de- 
par,  ment    was  dated  the  30th  of  August, 
1809. 

2.  Wf  have  received  your  letter^  of  the 
eorhand  3'st  Jmuary,  ^dan^sSih  Fehruary, 
1809,  together  with  tK«ir  several  enclosures  ; 
and  we  view  wnh  the  deepest  concern  the. 
uansaciions  'bus  brought  under  ourconsidc- 
ra:ion. 

3  Wi*  have  at  all  times  entertained  a  just 
sense  of  ihe  merits  and  services  of  the  of- 
ficers of  ourarmv  ;  and  have  taken  every  pro- 
per oppjiiu.'iiy  ro  evince  that  sense,  and  our 
consequent  legard  and  attachment  to  their 
interests. 

4  Of  this  habitual  and  deep-rooted  sen- 
timent wc  have  rcpcdiedly  given  the  most 
unequivocal  proofs;  and  panicularly  in  our 
late  I'lsiruciions  to  oixr  governments  abroad 
in  support  of  the  fair  pretensions  of  our  of- 
ficers to  potts  of  honour  and  command  ;  thus 
endeavouring  to  render  the  periods  of  their 
service  in  India  both  >honourahle  and  advan- 
tageous, whilst  the  ample  provision  made 
for  their  retirement  in  Europe,  di  an  im- 
mense and  indefinite  expense,  affords  an  in- 
stance of  the  regard  and  liberality  of  their 
empli>vers  not  to  be  paralleled  in  any  other 
service.  In  aid  or  this  last-mem  ioned  object 
we  have  very  1  '  tnly  (in  our  amwer  to  some 
of  the  last  ^1  pa  «  hcs  to  Madras  and  Bengal) 
made  liberal  donations  to  the  funds  establish- 
ed at  those  presidencies  for  the  maintenance 
and  s«i{)port  of  distrtr^sed  officers,  their  wives, 
and  familir>. 

5.  WhiUt  however  we  are  thus  attentive 
on  the  one  h-iii'J,  from  sentiments,  not  of 
justice  and  lil>  rality  only>  but  of  attachment 
and  estcm  to  the  interests  and  just  preten- 
sions ^ftar  officers,  we  must  not  on  the 
other  hanl  lo^e  sight  of  the ,  necessity  and 
^..  d'^oum  dtvy  nnposed  on  tis  of  support 
ing  rhe  auihu.iiy  of  the  govemdienU  under 
which  those  officers  serve.    * 
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6.  The  support  of  the  supreme  suthonty 
of  our  seven)  governments  in  India  is  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  those  governments ; 
to  the  maintenance  of  civil  order;  to  the 
protection  of  society :  and  even  to  the  well- 
being  and  existence  of  the  army  itself. 

^.  We  at  all  times  desirous  to  pay  due  re- 
gard to  the  representations  of  our  officers ; 
and  extremely  unwilling  to  impute  censurable 
or  unworthy  motives  to  any  of  their  actions, 
but  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  consider  their 
conduct  io  the  transactions  now  brought  be- 
fore us  otherwise  than  as  highly  improper  and 
anmilitaiy. 

8.  It  appears  from  the  papers  now  brought 
under  our  consideration  that  about  the  month 
of  June,  1807,  your  quartep>master  general, 
lieutenant  colonel  Munro,  in  pbedience  to 
the  orders  of  oiu*  then  commander-in-chief 
it  Fort  St.  George,  Sir  John  Cradock  (which 
orders  were  communicated  to  the  quartet- 
roaster  general  b^  a  letter  of  the  7th  of  Febru- 
ary, marked  privatt  and  confidential)  sub- 
mitted to  his  consideration  and  approval,  a 
]3aper  purporting  to  be  a  plan  for  the  provi- 
sion of  tents,  and  the  carriage  of  the  tents 
and  scores  of  Native  corps,  which  articles  had 
previously  been  supplied  by  a  contract  with 
the  commanding  officers  of  those  corps .  re- 
spectively^. 

9.  This  paper  was  sooo  afterwards  laid  be- 
fore the  governor  in  council  by  Sir  John 
Cradock,  who  stated  in  the  minute  which 
accompanied  it,  that  **  it  would  be  superflu- 
ous ID  the  extreme  to  urge  at  aiw  length  the 
validity  of  the  arguments  set  forth  in  the 
qtiarter-master  general's  report,  as  he  might 
say  they  conveyed  the  result  of  their  jomt 
reflections  upon  the  subjects  and  were  the  issue 
of  that  experience  which  arose  from  their 
respective  situations."  It  was  approved  byMr. 
Petrie,  when  president,  who  observed  in  his 
minute  on  considering  that  paper,  that  the 
result  of  many  of  the  statements  which  he 
had  delivered  in  1803,  when  he  opposed  the 
opinions  of  general  Stuart,  who  brought  for- 
ward the  measure  of  the  tent  contract,  had 
been  by  the  experience  of  past  years  com- 
pletely verified,  as  well  as  the  apprehensions 
DC  expressed  that  both  the  public  and  indivi- 
duals would  suflFer  by  that  arrangement. 

10.  The  plan  so  approved  was,  together 
with  the  report  wbico  stated  the  ground  of 
ir,  transmitied  to  the  government  of  Bengal, 
and  being  rettimed  with  their  complete  ap- 
probation and  sanction,  was  adopted  by  the 
goveroment  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  was  in 
consequence  oublisbed  to  the  army  and  carried 
intoetfectin  May,  1808. 

11.  On  the  fi5th  of  September,  1808,  a 
charge  was  traiismitted  to  the  head-quarters 
of  tbe  armv  against  lieutenant-colonel  Munro, 
signed  by  the  officers  then  in  command  of  five 
reginienuof  Native  cavalry,  and  twenty-three 
battalions  of  Native  infantry,  for  **  conduct 
unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer  and 
a  gentleman,  in  having  in  his  proposed  plan 
for  the  abolition  of  toe  tent-contract,  lately 


held  by  officers  commanding  Native  corps, 
made  use  of  false  and  infamous  insinuations, 
thereby  tending  to  injure  their  charxtcr 
as  officers,  and  otherwise  injurious  to  their 
reputations  as  gentlemen  ;**  and  upon  this 
charge  lieutenant-colonel  Munro  was  on  the 
2oih  January,  1809,  ordered  into  arrest  by  lieu* 
tenant-general  Macdowal. 

12.  The  charge  thus  preferred  againu  the 
quarter-master  general  ^pears  to  have  been 
founded  on  ceruin  expressions  in  his  repon, 
which  had  received  ihe  sanction  and  appro- 
bation of  all  the  authorities  in  India  compr- 
tent  to  decide  upon  it.  Admitting  for  a  mo* 
ment  that  those  expressions  had  been  excep- 
tionable, deference  to  (hose  authorities  ought 
to  have  imposed  forbearance.  Officers  who 
thought  themselves  aggrieved  by  them  were 
at  liberty  to  adopt  a  Ime  of  coiiduct,  which 
might  have  aiTorded  an  opportunity  of  yindi- 
catmg  their  own  individual  characters  without 
departing  from  their  respect  for  those  autho- 
rities which  they  were  bound  to  obey. 

13.  If  any  officer  thought  himself  alluded  to, 
or  aggrieved  by  any  thing  that  colonel  Mimro 
had  said,  he  might  easily  have  repelled  the 
supposed  impuution,  by  demanding  that  if 
he  were  suspected  he  soould  be  brought  to 
trial  upon  it :  government  would  then  either 
have  granted  a  court  martial,  or  woiild  have 
officiary  and  publicly  declared  that  no  imputa- 
tion rested  ufin  such  officer. 

14.  Each  individual  officer  would  have  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  have  demanded  such  a 
clearance  or  trial  for  him&elf ;  but  an  officer  in 
command  of  one  particular  corps  cannot  in 
the  nature  of  things  undertake  to  answer  for 
the  conduct  of  an  officer  in  Command  of  ano- 
ther corps,  far  removed  perhaps  from  bis 
possible  observation,  much  less  for  a  whole 
body  of  orticers  so  circumstanced. 

15  The  character  of  each  individual  most 
be  distinct  and  particular,  and  a  combinatioo 
therefore  of  many  officers  to  repel  iiuinuations 
(supposing  such  to  have  been  advanced) 
against  unnamed  individuals  of  their  body 
or  class,  respecting  whose  conduct  the  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  members  generally 
of  that  body  could  not  enable  them  to  speak, 
does  nOt  seem  to  be  founded  on  anv  principle 
of  equity,  nor  woutd  it  be  justified  by  alleettig  ' 
that  general  insinuations  against  the  whole 
body,  but  pointing  to  no  officer  by  name, 
could  not  be  met  in  any  other  manner;  for 
the  obvious  course  to  be  followed  in  that  case 
would  still  be  that  every  individual  officer  who 
conceived  his  character  to  be  brought  into 
question,  should  desire  to  have  his  own  coin 
ouct  separately  investigated. 

16.  But  we  are  the  more  astonished  at  their 
proceeding,  when  Wv  consider  the  expres- 
sions which  have  been  assigned  as  the  ground 
of  the  charge.  Detached  as  they  have  been 
from  their  context,  they  still  ap)y:ar  to  us  to 
be  couched  in  the  usual  style  of  official  dis* 
cussion,  and  to  be  as  far  from  conveying  any 
imputation  against  individual  characters,  at 
the  minutes  j)ISi|Jo^  Cradock  aad  Mr. 
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Petrie,  by  which  the  plan  was  nipported. 
But  when  they  are  coofidcred  as  they  actually 
stand  in  the  paper  prepared  by  colonel  Munro, 
fomiinjc  a  part  of  the  chain  of  reasoning 
founded  upon  general  principles,  it  appears 
to  us  that  no  inference  can  fairly  be  drawn 
from  them  unfavourable  to  the  character  of 
the  Madras  aVmy; 

17.  VVhilc  therefore  we  condemn  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  who  preferred  this  charge. 
we  approve  the  terms  in  which  you  have  stated 
your  opinion  of  the  grounds  of  it  in  your 
generdl  orders  of  the  6th  of  Febmar) .  It 
was  a  proper  attention  to  their  feelings,  aiid 
•till  more  to  the  feelings  of  those  officers  who 
had  no  share  in  that  irregular  and  unjustifiable 
proceeding,  to  declare  in  a  public  document 
that  no  injurious  imputations  upon  their  pre- 
vious conduct  were  conceived  by  the  governor 
in  council  10  have  been  intended  in  the  repoft 
of  colonel  Munro. 

18.  We  cannot  dismits  this  part  of  the 
Subject  ^Ariihout  observing  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  before  us  involve  a  ques- 
tion of  the  greatest  importance:  the  claim 
of  individuals  who  may  think  themselves  ag- 
grieved by  the  opinions  or  reflections  of  an 
officer  of  the  government  communicated  by 
him  in  obedieiKe  t6  the  orders  of  his  supe- 
riors, and  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty, 
tb  biiiig  such  officers  to  trial  for  those  coo^ 
muoications. 

19.  If  persons  holding  responsible  situa- 
tions were  liable  to  be  exposed  to  the  vexation 
and  ignominy  of  public  trial  whenever  they 
may  m  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties 
have  delivered  opinions  adverse  to  the  senti- 
tnents  ot  even  the  interests  of  any  part  of  the 
service,  it,  will  be  impossible  for  such  persons 
to  do  their  duty  to  the  public  in  any  instance 
which  may  interfere  or  may  be  sup^>osed  to 
interfere  with  these  sentiments  or  mterestst 
or  to  give  uppn  any  question  a  fair  and  honest 
opinion,  if  that  opinion  may  by  inference  or 
strained  application  be  construed  into  a  crimi- 
nal insintiation  against  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  individuals.  If  such  a  claim  could 
be  maintained,  if  the  practice  which  it  incul- 
cates wefe  to  prevail,  it  would  put  an  end  at 
once  to  all  official  confidence,  and  leave  the 
government  without  the  means  of  obtaining 
ififormation  respecting  existing  errors,  defects, 
or  abuses*  or  of  formmg  plans  for  the  correc- 
tion of  any  arrangements  which  have  a  ten- 
dency to  produce  them.  We  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  state  these  principles  generally 
and  broadly,  because  we  are  deeply  impressed 
with  a  seiue  of  their  truth  and  importance. 
With  resptct  to  the  particular  case  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Munro,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
the  communication  was  not  onlv  official  but 
conSdential.  Its  insertion  in  the  records  of 
government  was  no  act  of  his,  but  the  act  of 
the  commander-in-chief.  By  what  means  die 
paper  became  public  we  have  no  authentic  in- 

,  formation ;  no  reasop  whatever  has  appeared 
for  supposing  that  its  publicity  was  owing 
to  the  quarter-nuiter-general.     Were  wt 


acquainted  with  tht  channel  through  which 
it  became  public,  and  afterwards  circulated 
through  the  different  stations  of  the  army 
at  the  possible  hasard  (though  we  trust  not 
with  the  direct  view  of  creating  discontent,) 
we  should  think  it  necessary  to  mark  such  a 
breach  of  confidence  with  our  high  disap* 
probation. 

'JO.  It  appears  further,  from  the  SOth 
.  Para,  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  January, 
1809,  that  the  "  officers  who  had  preferred 
the  diarget  against  the  quarter-master-gene- 
ral of  the  army,  had  in  consequence  of  the 
declared  seotiments  of  the  judge-advocatt- 
general  re,^arding  their  illegality,  requested 
that  the  commander  in- chiet  would  suspend 
the  prosecution  of  them  ;"  we  are  induced 
from  this  statement  to  indulge  a  hope  that 
the  officers  who  had  given  in  those  chargea 
against  the  quarter-master.  general  had  be- 
come sensible  of  the  impropriaty  of  having 
preferred  them:  and  this  consideration,  if 
it  shali  turnout  to  be  well  founded,  may  re- 
lieve us  frum  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
taking  further  notice  of  their  misconduct  in 
this  respect. 

21 .  Having  considered  the  proceeding  of 
the  officers  who  preferred  the'cnarges  agamst 
Ueutenant-cokmet  Munro,  we  come  now  to 
notice  the  conduct  of  lieutenant-general 
Macdowall,  our  late  comt«ander-in  chief  at 
Fort  St.  George  in  relation  to  this  aflair. 

22.  We  enter  upon  this  task  with  extreme 
concern,  not  only  because  we  feel  reluctance 
in  passing  any  animadversion  upon  an  offi- 
cer who  has  after  long  services  in  India  filled 
so  high  a  situation,  hut  because  it  has  been 
urged  by  some  of  his  friends  that  we  ought 
to  wait  for  any  justification  he  might  wish 
to  ofiner  of  his  own  conduct.  To  this  last 
suggestion,  although  his  proceedings  at  Fort 
St.  George  do  not  indicate  any  intention  of 
appealing  to  us,  we  should  have  been  wiUing 
and  even  anxious  to  attend,  if  we  did  not  con- 
sider that  his  case  was  fully  before  ua  by  hit 
own  public  documents  upon  record.  And 
if  we  did  not  deem  it  essential  to  the  peace 
and  authority  of  our  government  that  no 
time  should  be  lost,  in  declaring  our  senti- 
ments upon  points  which  have  b^n  brought 
in  question  by  the  public  acta  of  this  officer, 
to  those  public  acts  alone,  and  chiefly  in 
respect  to  the  bearings  they  have  upon  our 
present  and  future  interests,  our  attention 
will  be  direaed 

23.  It  appears  that  lieutenant-general 
Macdowall,  notwithstanding  he  had  been 
officially  informed  by  the  judge-advoeate- 
general,  his  constituted  legal  adviser,  that 
those  charges  were  in  their  nature  iUeg^, 
did  on  the  90th  January,1809,put  lieutenant- 
colonel  Munro  under  arrest  with  the  intent 
that  he  should  be  brought  to  trial  upon  than, 

•4.  The  obvious  reasons  on  which  we  have 
grounded  our  censure  upon  the  officera  for 
bringing  forward  those  chargea  might  well 
he  expected  to  have  occured  to  the  ipind 
of  iieutenant-geoenl  MacdowaUy^nd  to  hai 
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idetermined  his  conduct  with  respect  to  them. 
Bat  fn  addition  to  (hose  reasons  the  report 
which  had  been  made  upon  them  by  the 
judgc-advocate-gcnerai  on  ihe  7th  November, 
1808,  proved  so  unanswerably  their  impropii- 
cty  and  illegality,  and  furnished  such  strong 
grounds  for  con'sidermg  them  as  an  unanswer- 
able attempt  10  control  the  councils  of  govcm- 
jncnt  through  the  medium  of  brining  one 
of  its  official  advisere  to  trial,  that  it  became 
the  clear  duty  of  lieutenant-general  Macdowall 
to  have  returned  those  charges  to  the  officers 
who  had  signed  them,  with  remarks  of  his 
high  displeasure. 

25,  The  officers  who  gave  in  the  charges 
against  lieutenant-colonel  Munro  having  in 
their  subsecjuent  memorial  desired  that  the 
cominander-m-chief  would  postpone  the  pro- 
secution of  them,  you  have  in  the  30th  para, 
of  your  letter  of  the  29ih  January,  1809, 
remarked  that  it  furnished  additional  ground 
.  in  aid  of  all  the  ottier  objections  for  lieutenant- 
general  Macdowall's  retraining  from  bringing 
colonel  Munro  to  trial  upon  them.  In  this 
observation  we  entirely  concur.  It  would 
^indeed  have  been  a  high  aggravation  of  the 
impropriety  of  lieutenant-general  Macdowall's 
conduct  in  putting  lieoieneot-colonel  Munro 
under  arrest  on  charges  which  the  iudge-«d- 
yocate-general  had  declared  to  be  inadmissible, 
if  he  persevered  in  subjecting  the  qoartcr-mas- 
tcr-generai  to  a  trial  after  the  autbora  of  those 
charges  had  themselves  aequieiced  in  the 
opinion  of  the  judge-advocate-general,  and 
requested  that  the  proceedings  might  be  sus- 
pended. 

s6.  But  we  obserte  that  lieu  tenant-gene- 
ral Macdowall  in  his  letter  of  the  2Btfa  Janu- 
iry,  1809,  covering  that  memorial  of  the 
officers,  took  occasion  distinctly  to  remark 
that  it  was  not  before  him  when  he  put  lieu- 
tenam-colooel  Munro  in  arrest  on  the  20th 
of  that  month. 

27.  As  however  a  paper  of  that  descrip- 
tion to  be  circulated  for  signature  was  likdy 
to  become  known  whilst  m  preparation,  it 
'Would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  us  to 
have  been  informed  that  no  intimation  what- 
ever concerning  it  had  reached  lieutenant- 
general  Macdowall  when  he  pat  lieutenaot- 
colonel  Munro  under  arrest. 

28.  Waiving  this  circumstance,  however, 
we  proceed  to  observe  thatJieutenant-general 
Macdowall  instead  of  censuring  and  suppres- 
sing those  charges,  as  we  thiiut  it  was  the 
«liity  of  the  commander-in-chief  to  have  done, 
adoftted  them  and  pursued  their  object  by 
subjecting  lieutenant-colonel  Munro  to  the 
ignominy  of  an  arrest,  with  a  view  to  his 
being  brought  to  trial  upon  them.  It  became 
then  in  our  Opinion  the  boonden  duty  of  our 
^v^rnor  in  council  at  Fort  St.  Goorge  to 
interpose  the  diiect  authority  of  government 
for  the  protection  of  lieutenant-coTonel  Mun- 
ro, by  requiring  the  commander^n-chief  to 
Release  that  officer  firom  the  arrest  in  which  be 
had  placed  bim. 


29.  To  have  permitted  lieutenant-colonel 
Munro  to  be  brought  to  trial  for  seiximenis 
and  statements  delivered  by  him  in  his  official 
capacity,  in  obedieiice  to  the  orders  of  oor 
former  commandcr-in-chlcf  at  Madras,  Sir 
John  Cradock,  by  whom  they  were  adopted  as 
his  own ,  as  I  hey  were  also  approved,  sanctioned, 
and  enforced  by  (he  local  and  supreme  govern- 
ments, would  have  been  not  merely  to  with- 
hold protection  from  a  meritorious  officer  in 
the  charge  of  his  indis|xitable  duties,  but 
to  have  brought  into  question,  and  in  hot  sub- 
jected to  trial,  the  character  aixl  acu  of  the 
fermer  commander-in<hief,  Sir  John  Cra- 
dock, and  even  those  of  the  government 
themselves. 

30.  We  consider  the  general  order  left  by 
lieutenant-general  Macdowall  for  poblicatka 
on  his  quitting  Madras,  as  a  high  aggravation 
of  his  previous  misconduct  in  having  put  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Munro  under  an  arrest  upon 
charges  in  so  many  ways  objectionable,  which 
his  constituted  law  adviser  had  told  him  were 
illegal,  and  which  the  accusers  themselves 
had  desired  to  witbdtaw. 

31.  This  order  left  by  lieutcDant-geoeral 
Macdowall  for  publication  after  his  departure 
conveys  a  severe  reprimand  to  lieuteoaiu-co- 
lonel  Munro  for  having  appealed  to  your  gp- 
vernment  on  the  occa^iunol  his  arrest,  a  mea- 
sure necessarily  imposed  upon  him  by  the  coa- 
duct  of  lieutenant-general  Macdowall  himself. 
This  appeal  had  been  sanctioned  and  aoed 
upon  by  your  government ;  a  reprimadod 
therefore  on  lieutenant-colonel  Munro  for 
having  made  it  became,  by  necessary  infio- 
rence,  a  reprimand  on  the  government  itself. 

32.  That  supreme  civil  and  military  pow- 
er,  which  in  all  governments  must  reside 
somewhere,  is  in  the  presidency  of  Fort 
St.  George,  vested  by  the  act  of  parliament 
in  the  governor  in  council  of  that  presi- 
dency, subject  to  the  control  of  the  supe- 
rior authonties  in  India  and  Europe,  as  de- 
scribed by  that  act:  all  other  authorities 
and  powers  are  to  be  held  and  exercised  in 
subordination  to  that  supreme  authority. 

33.  To  contend  that  any  authority  can 
exist  separate,  independent,  and  in  contra- 
diction to  that  supreme  authority,  can  only 
be  considered  to  be*  an  attempt  to  pervert 
the  usual  practice  of  conducting  public  bu- 
siness i^  certain  specified  and  habitual  cban* 
nels,  into  a  meaiu  of  checking,  resisting* 
and  controlling  the  govenmient  itself. 

34.  Any  military  officer  addressing  him- 
self directly  to  the  government,  and  other* 
wise  than  through  the  usual  and  ordinary 
channels  of  communication,  certainly  does 
it  at  his  peril;  and  it  is  incumbent  upon 
him  in  his  own  jiutification  to  show,  mher 
that  the  usual  chaimels  of  application  were 
obstructed  or  refused  to  him,  or  to  stitt 
other  and  satisfactory  causes  for  the  irregula- 
rity of  his  address;  it  then  becomes  die 
duty  of  the  government  to  decide  hoWhr 
the  pecuUar  circumstances  of  the  cue  an- 
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thortze  and  justify  the  irreguUrity  of  appH- 
catioEL 

35.  If  the  government  shall  formally  by 
its  declarations,  or  Tirtually  by  its  acts, 
sanction  such  application  and  appeal  by 
acting  on  the  information  conveyed  in  it, 
and  without  censuring  the  mode  in  which 
it  was  received,  it  then  becomes  the  duty 
oC  the  commanding  officer  or  commander- 
in-chief,  through  whose  channel  the  appli- 
cation or  appeal  was  originally  offered,  to 
submit  his  opinion  to  that  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

96.  It  is  not  competent  to  a  commanding 
officer  or  commander-in-chief,  after  such 
notification  of  the  sentiments  of  the  go- 
'vernment,  to  reprimand,  bnng  to  trial,  or 
Otherwise  molest  those  who  have  appealed 
to  the  government,  for  having  made  that 
appeal  in  a  mode  which  in  the  opinion  of 
the  government  has  been  justified  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case. 

37.  If  lieutenant  -  general  Macdowall 
thought  that  government  had  exceeded  its 
powers  in  accepting  the  appeal  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Munro,  and  requiiing  his  re- 
lease from  arrest,  it  was  competent  to  him 
to  have  stated  his  opinion  in  an  appeal  to  us, 
or  to  the  supreme  government  in  India; 
but  a  publication  in  general  orders,  that 
it  a  publication  addressed  to  the  army 
tgainst  the  orders  of  government,  a  puhli- 
cation  which  not  only  pronounced  a  severe 
censure  upon  lieutenant-colonel  Munro, 
^ot  declared  an  intention  of  bringing  him 
to  a  cotirt  martiai  for  the  conduct  which 
the  govemmeot  held  to  be  justifiable,  and 
which  was  therefore,  as  before  stated,  a 
direct  censure  and  attack  upon  the  conduct 
Eod  power  of  the  government,  must  be  con- 
sidered as  a  measure  unjustifiable  in  itself, 
and  of  the  most  dangerous  tendency. 

38.  This  measure  rendered  it,  in  our  opi- 
nion, your  duty  to  assert  and  maintain  your 
own  legitimate  authority  thus  publicly  cal- 
led in  .question ;  and  we  approve  of  the 
orders  which  you  issued  upon  this  occasion, 
directing  the  removal  of  lieutenant-general 
Macdowall  from  the  command  of  the  troops 
at  Fort  St.  George,  and  for  expunging  the 
orders  which  he  had  issued  from  all  the 
public  records  of  your  presidency. 

89.  We  now  proceed  to  take  notice  of 
other  parts  of  tieutenant-generJ  Macdow- 
airs  correspondence.  We  con&ider  the  in- - 
sinnation  conveyel  in  lieutenant  general 
MacdowalPs  letter  of  21  st  January,  1809, 
to  the  quarter  master  general,  that  by  his 
uot  putting  the  quarter-master  general  in 
arrest,  a  door  would  be  left  open  to  the 
possible  intnodoction  of  undue  influence 
and  arbitary  power,  to  be  entirely  unwar- 
rantable and  hiehly  btameabie. 

40.  The  obstrvaHons  which  lifotenant- 
general  M;iOdowall  has  thought  fit  to  record 
against  hit  non-appointment  by  ui  to  a  seat 
in  •or  coiincil  of  Fort  $u  Ocorgc^  art  con^ 


▼eyed  in  terms  which  appear  to  us  disres- 
pectful and  ofifensive. 

41.  The  non-appointment  of  lieutenant- 
general  Macdowall  to  a  seat  in  our  couneil 
of  Fort  St.  George  was  not  determined  by 
considerations  personal  to  him.  It  was 
the  consequence  of  a  principle  adopted  by 
us  at  that  time  upon  general  views  for  the 
governmeui  of  the  subordinate  presidences. 
But  whatever  motive  might  have  been  •up- 
posed  to  have  influenced  us  in  declining  to 
give  a  seat  in  council  to  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  Fort  St.  George,  we  cannot  ad- 
mit such  an  exercise  of  our  discretion  to 
have  formed  a  justifiable  subject  of  animad- 
version  on  the  part  of  iieuceuant-general 
MacdowalUwbo  having  accepted  tie  office  of 
commander-in-chief  was  hognd  to  maintain 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power  the  authority 
of  the  government,  as  well  as  the  discipline 
and  subordination  of  the  troops*. 

42.  The  appointment  of  a  commander- 
in-chief  to  a  seat  in  council  at  any  of  our 
presidences  is  an  arrangement  at  all  times 

rdy  discretionary  with  us,  and  cannot 
claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  by  any 
officer  succeeding  by  casual  pi  omotion,  or 
by  specific  appointment,  to  the  conunand- 
er  of  the  troops  at  such  presidency. 

43.  We  now  proceed  to  another  instance 
in  which  we  feel  ourselves  under  the  neces- 
sity of  expressing  the  most  serious  disappro- 
bation of  the  conduct  of  lieutenant-general 
Macdowall..  It  is  in  his  transmission  of  a 
memorial  of  the  most  exceptionable  nature 
from  certain  officers  of  our  army,  and  on 
the  strong  approbation  he  has  conveyed  of 
that  memorial  in  his  letter  to  you  of  the 
^th  January,  1809. 

*  44.  It  appears  that  about  May  er  June^ 
1808,  lieutenant-general  Macdowall,  at  the 
desire  of  Sir  George  Barlow  (privately 
communicated  to  him),  wrote  to  the  officers 
commanding  the  principal  stations  of  the 
army,  to  require  them  to  repress  an  address 
to  the  supreme  governmeut  in  Bengal, 
which  was  at  that  time  in  circulation  among 
the  officers  of  the  Madras  army,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  an  equalization  of  al- 
lowances with  the  officers  serving  in  Ben- 

45.  But  on  the  2dd  of  January,  1809, 
lieutenant-general  Macdowall  forwarded  to 
the  governor  in  council  an  address  to  the 
court  of  directors  from  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  the  officers  of  the  Madras  army,  in 
which,  among  other  thinj^s,  they  say,  •*  we 
petition  with  one  voice  that  the  Madras 
army  be  placed  permanently  on  the  same 
allowances  with  that  of  Bengal,  and  in 
urging  this  request  we  prestune  we  only  ask 
what  justice  demands,  our  services  entitle 
us  to,  and  what  we  shall  ever  consider  as 
our  just  rights." 

46.  This  address  was  transmitted  through 
lieutenant  general  Macdowall  to^ thegovem- 
ment  of  Fort  St  George,  with  a  letter  f re 
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himself,  id  which  he  strongly  recommends 
and  supports  this  address  of  the  officers, 
notwithstanding,  that  he  had  hot  a  few 
months  befote  sent  directions  to  the  officers 
commanding  the  principal  stations  of  the 
army  to  suppress  an  address  then  in  circu- 
lation for  the  very  samepurp»se,  namely, 
that  of  obtaining  an  equalization  of  allow- 
ces  at  Madras  and  Bengal.  And  here  we 
pause,  to  remark  on  the  very  extraordinary 
and  censurable  conduct  of  heutenant-gene- 
<  ral  Macdewali  in  recommending  and  sup- 
porting a  memorial,  more  reprehensible 
in  its  nature  and  language  than  that,  which 
at  a  short  preceding  period,  he  had  inter- 
posed bis  authority  to  suppress. 

We  can  the  less  wonder  that  if  thus  en- 
couraged and  supported  the  officers  find 
fault  with  and  complain  of  every  act  of  the 
government  which  in  any  way  affects  their 
personal  interests,  however  necessary  it  may 
be  to  the  well  being  and  safety  of  the 
state. 

47.  AlthoBgh  the  address  of  the  officers 
is  not  yet  before  us  in  an  authenticated  form, 
we  think  it  proper  to  uke  the  present  op- 
portunity to  malce  some  observations  upon 
the  topics  contained  in  it. 

48.  The  general  preliminary  represen- 
ution  made  by  the  officers,  or  the  nature 
and  disadvantages  of  the  company's  service, 
we  conceive  to  be  highly  objectionable  and 
incorrect.  The  complaint  that  they  are 
banished  to  a  distance  from  their  country 
and  friends,  for  a  considerable  portion  of 
their  lives,  is  a  complaint  applicable  to  his 
majesty's  and  to  most  other  military  servi- 
ces well  known  to  be  essential  to  theirs, 
when  they  first  enter  it,  and  therefore  not 
a  becomine  topic  of  complaint  in  military 
men,  besides  which  we  have  to  observe, 
that  no  one  enters  into  our  military  service 
in  India,  but  on  his  own  application,  and 
with  the  full  knowledge  that  he  can  advance 
in  it  only  in  a  course  of  years ;  but  when 
Ihe  officers  a^d,  "we  are  doomed  to  toil 
through  many  a  painful  year,  on  an  allow- 
ance scarcely  adequate  to  our  subsistence, 
until  after  a  period  of  twenty-two  years  ser- 
vice in  India,  we  have  the  melancholy  alter- 
native of  returning  home  to  live  in  depen- 
dence  and  comparative  poverty  on  the  pen- 
sions of  our  ranks,  or  of  combating  With 
age  and  infirmities  in  a  clime  avowedly  hos- 
tile to  out  constitutions  ;*'  when  they  make 
this  representation  of  their  situation  and 
prospects,  they  sorely  forget  that  the  mili- 
tary allowances  of  the  company  arc  higher 
than  those  of  any  other  military  service  in 
the  world, 'although  the  necessaries  of  life 
are  comparatively  cheap  in  Ihdia ;  that  they 
attain  the  highest  rank  without  purchase 
or  expense ;  and  that  the  provision'  for  re- 
tiring officers  is  such  as  no  other  service 
has  ever  affiarded,  and  such  as  the  finances 
of  the  company  are  even  strained  to  sup*- 
port. 


49.  After  these  prtliminary  obsemtiiKif, 
the  address  proceeds  to  complain  of '  the 
abolition  of  the  Bezar  allowances,  an  ar- 
rangement which  is  not  confined  to  Madrss» 
but  extended  to  the  other  presidencies, 
which  is  in  strict  conformity  to  the  articles 
of  war,  which  prohibit  the  levy  of  duties 
by  military  officers  on  all  articles  of  coii- 
sumption,  and  is  evidently  founded  on  the 
most  incontrovertible  prmciples  of  sound 
policy. 

50.  It  is  not  politic  to  give  officers  an 
interest  in  the  amount  of  imposts  levied  on 
miUtary  markets,  because  it  has  an  evident 
tendency  to  make  the  soldiers  disconteatrd 
with  their  officers  by  feeling  themselves  taxed 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  command  them. 
In  evidence  of  which, a  very  rceent  instant 
might  be  quoted. 

51.  It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  iu 
India  the  amount  of  the  collections  in  mili- 
tary Hazard  has  always  depended  prindpaUy 
on  the  extension  of  the  spirituovs  liquors 
to  the  troops.  To  give  an  officer  therefore 
an  interest  in  the  amount  of  duties  deriva- 
ble from  such  a  source  is  to  set  his  interest 
directly  at  variance  with  his  duty,  and  to 
hold  out  to  him  a  reward  for  encouraging 

'  that  intoxication  which  it  is  his  first  duty  to 
discountenance  and  suppress. 

52.  It  is  not  meant  by  these  observatiofis 
to  state  that  these  inconvenieuces  have  ac- 
tually taken  place  under  the  administration 
of  tne  company's  present  officers,  but  it 
ha^  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  abolition  of 
a  general  arrangement  that  it  has  a  tendency 
to  produce  consequences  hig;hly  injurious 
to  the  service.  This  observation  is  applica- 
ble to  every  part  of  the  succeeding  argu- 
ment. 

53.  The  next  complaint  stated  in  the  ad- 
dress is  the  abolition '  of  the  allowance  of 
full  batta  to  officers  commanding  stations, 
but  this  allowance  has  been  rather  trans- 
ferred and  extended  than  abolished,  and 
that  upon  principle  of  the  most  obvious 
propriety;  for  on  the  recorameodation  of 
Sir  John  Cradock  the  full  batta  vras  tnuis- 
ferred  from  the  officers  commanding  stations 
to  officers  commanding  corps,  from  officers 
in  a  fixed  and  quiet  situation,  to  officers 
engaged  in  the  more  active  duties  of  their 
profession. 

54.  The  next  subject  of  complaint 
brought  forward  is,  that  the  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors  for  removing  his  majesty's 
officers  from  the  command  of  stations  where 
their  regiments  are  not  quartered,  and  for 
appointing  military  men  to  the  pay  offices 
o?  the  army,  have  not  been  earned  into 
effect  by  the  Madras  government. 

56.  How  far  our  orders  on  these  subjects 
have  been  yet  carried  into  effea  we  are 
unable  precisely  to  ascertain,  but  we  know 
that  they  have  been  executed  to  a  certain 
extent;  and  as  we  have  no  doubt  of  the 
disposition  of  our  governor  in  couacU  at 
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Fort  Si.  George  to  execute  these  and  all 
other  orders  in  the  most  puncc\ial  manner, 
and  with  the  greatest  practicable  expedition, 
we  do  not  doubt  that  ere  this  time  considerap 
ble  progress  has  been  made  in  arrangements 
which  evidently  would  not  admit  of  instan- 
taneous adoption,  without  danger  to  the 
public  interests  and  to  the  rcguUrity  of  pub* 
lie  business. 

56  It  is  possible,  indeed,  that  cases  may 
occur  in  which  both  the  offirers  in  the 
lung*s  and  company*s  service  mav  be  pro- 
perly selected  for  tllie  command  of  stations 
where  there  respective  regiments  arc  not 
quartered,  and  if  such  should  occur  it  will 
be  your  duty  to  see  that  this  is  done  without 
partiality  to  either,  stating  your  reasons  at 
large  for  any  deviation  from  the  general 
rule. 

57.  The  address  then  goes  on  to  complain 
of  the  abolition  of  the  tent-contract,  an 
arrangement  founded  upon  arguments  which 
we  believe  to  be  incontrovertible,  although 
some  of  the  facts  upon  which  the  arguments 
for  its  abolition  were  grounded  are  brought 
forward  in  the  address  as  reasons  for  its  con- 
tinuation. 

58.  The  address  sta:es  that  during  war 
the  allowances  for  the  tent- contract  weie 
upequal  to  the  expenses,  a  fact  which  we 
conceive  is  decisive  against  its  propriety, 
although  ihe  only  inference  drawn  from  it 
in  the  address  is,  that  the  contract  should  be 
continued  during  peace. 

59.  This  argument  might  have  some 
force  if  the  tent* contract  were  to  be  consi- 
dered o«ly  with  reference  to  the  advanta- 
ges to  the  officers  who  held  it ;  although 
we  are  of  opinion  that  even  In  this  limited 
Tiew  of  the  subject  the  continuation  of  the 
contract  had  been  sufficiently  extended  in 
point  of  time  to  allow  those  officers  an  op- 
portunity of  reimbursing  themselves  during 
peace  for  the  extraordinary  expenses  which 
they  might  have ,  incurred  during  the  war. 
Some,  perhaps  many,  of  officers  who  held 
(he  contract  during  the  war,  must  have 
been  removed  since  the  peace,  by  death, 
promotion,'  or  retirement  from  the  com- 
mands to  which  it  was  attached,  without 
having  had  the  opportunity  of  reimbursing 
themselves;  and  this  furnishes  auother 
strong  argument  against  the  tent  contract, 
when  viewed  only  with  reference  to  the 
interests  of  individuals 

60.  The  reasons  however  for  abolishing 
the  tent-contract,  which  appear  to  us  of 
roost  force,  are,  that  it  provided  at  a  great 
and  constant  expense  for  putting  all  the 
Native  corps  in  readiness  to  move,  when 
from  the  nature  of  thin^  many  of  them 
must  at  all  timet  necessarily  remain  station- 
ary; that  the  expense  of  fulfilling  the  terms 
of  the  contract  being  much  greater  in  the 
field  than  in  garrison,  the  officers  contract- 
iiig  were  placed  in  a  situation  iq  which 
their  interest  might  eventually  be  in  oppo- 
sition to  their  duty;  that  it  must  interfere 


with  the  discipline  of  corps  by  withdrawing 
the  attention  and  occupying  the  time  of 
commanding  officers  in  cases  not  connected 
with  the  discipline  of  their  respective  regi- 
ments and  battalions;  and  finally,  that  it 
made  the  commanders  of  corps  officers  of 
disbursements  and  expenditure,  not  as  they 
always  ought  to  be,  of  check  and  control 
over  the  disbursements  of  others.  These 
reasons  had  induced  lord  CornwalHs,  after 
establishing  the  teut  contract  in  war,  to 
revoke  it  in  time  of  peace ;  and  upon  the 
obvious  ground  that  it  was  an  arrangement 
made  to  promote  not  the  advantages  of  the 
officers,  but  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 

6i.  The  address  then  again  revcns  to  the 
claim  of  an  equalization  of  military  allow- 
ances at  Madrai  and  Bengal ;  a  claim  which 
though  it  neither  be  grounded  on  any  soIi<l 
principles,  nor  can  ever  be  admitted  as  the 
basis  of  any  practicable  regulation,  weshall-cx- 
amine  somewhat  more  in  detail  than  we  have 
thought  necessary  in  considering  the  other  sub- 
jects of  the  address,  because  it  is  a  question  of 
extensive  prospect,  embracing  many  points  be- 
sides the  one  no^  brought  before  us. 

6e.  In  the  difTercnt  presidencies  of  the 
company  in  India  distinctions  have  from  the 
beginning  subsisted  in  res]}cct  to  emoluments 
and  advantages  (not  only  in  the  military,  but 
in  every  other  department);  these  distinc- 
tions have  arisen  from  the  comparative  im- 
portance 6f  the  presidencies  themselves,  and 
of  the  public  business  to  be  transacted  under 
them. 

63.  Thus  Bengal,  the  first  great  territorial 
possession  of  the  company,  had  its  establish- 
ments early  settled  with  some  analogy  to  its 
income,  and  that  country  as  being  the  seat 
of  government,  ihe  centre  of  the  British  in^ 
terests  in  India,  came  to  have  a  standard  of 
public  allowances,  which  could  not  be  ex- 
actly imitated  at  the  other  presidencies,  under 
very  different  circumstances. 

04.  The  s'yle  of  living  also  among'  the 
Europeans  has,  we  presume,  gradually 
adapted  itself  to  the  scale  of  income. 

6^  The  persons  nominated  10  civil  and 
military  employments  have  entered  the  ser- 
vices perfectly  aware  of  these  inequalities; 
and  are  therefore  not  entlilpd  to  expect  that 
they  should  be  afterwards  removed. 

€&.  The  company  have  hence  always  re- 
sisted the  idea  of  a  general  equalization  of 
allowances  and  emoluments  of  the  different 
presidencies,  are  not  founded  on  right  or 
reason,  ol*  the  nature  of  things. 

67.  Supposing  for  a  moment  that  such  a 
principle  could  be  admitted  and  enforced,  the 
consequence  in  the  present  state  of  the  finan- 
ces of  the  company  must  be  to  reduce  the  few 
remaining  distinctions  of  the  Bengal  presidency 
to  a  level  with  those  of  Madras  and  Bombay, 
as  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  provide 
for  the  extreme  of  raising  the  emoluments 
of  the  inferior  presidencies  to  a  level  with 
those  of  Bengal,  extended  as  this  rise  mus« 
be  to  all  th^  civil  ai  well  as  military  branches 
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of  the  service,  if  once  the  principle  of  equa- 
lization were  adopted. 

68.  In  all  the  presidenciec»  however,  the 
scale  of  allowances  has  been  more  than  suf- 
ficient for  comfortable  subsistence,  and  in 
the  case  of  all  the  privates  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  of  the  army,  the  rates  have 
been  at  all  times  very  generally  the  same  at 
all  the  presidencies. 

69.  From  a  concurrence  of  circumstances 
it  has  also  happened,  that  an  approximation 
to  an  equalization  01  allowances  has  in  fact 
taken  place,  in  so  far  as  to  reduce  the  allow- 
ances of  the  Bengal  military  service  generally 
almost  to  an  equality  with  those  of  the  other 
presidencies ;  and  if  the  comparative  slowness 
of  promotion  at  that  presidency  be  taken 
into  the  estimate,  it  might  not  be  incorrect 
to  say,  that  the  military  service  in  Bengal 
has  not  been  for  many  years  past  upon  a  su- 
perior footing,  upon  the  whole,  than  that 
at  either  of  the  other  presidencies. 

If  the  Madras  officers  possess  a  reasonable 
plea  to  have  all  their  allowances  put  on  a 
level  with  those  of  Bengal,  the  Bengal  of- 
ficers have  a  plea,  at  least  as  specious,  to  an 
equalization  of  rank  in  proportion  to  length 
of  service.  The  infantry  have  the  same 
plea  of  complaint  against  the  quicker  pro- 
motion in  the  cavalry,  and  the  artillery  against 
both.  In  short,  there  can  be  no  end  to  the 
operation  of  this  principle  of  equalization, 
it  it  is  allowed  to  supersede  all  established 
usages,  and  all  codsideiaiions  of  expedi- 
ency. 

70.  The  regimental  allowances,  however, 
both  officers  and  men,  are  very  nearly  the 
same  at  all  the  presidencies,  and  wherever 
mere  comfortable  subsistence  is  concerned, 
it  has  been  the  object  of  the  public  regula- 
tions at  all  times  to  approximate  as  nearly 
to  an  equality  of  allowances  as  the  local  cir- 
cumstances of  each  presidency  have  admit- 
ted. "^ 

71.  But  staff  and  other  extra  allowances 
re&t  upon  a  different  foundation.  They  are 
gratuitous  advantages,  conferred  on  individu- 
als at  the  pleasure  and  discretion  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  are  calculated,  not  with  re- 
ference to  what  other  men  receive,  who  may 
perhaps  perform  similar  services  in  other 
places,  but  in  reference  to  the  means  of  the 
governing  powers,  and  the  view  which  it 
may  take  of  the  merits  and  services  of  the  re- 
ceiver. 

72.  Upon  the  same  principles,  if  th^ 
necessities  of  the  state  require  tnat  a  diminu- 

.  tion  should  take  place  in  the  expenditure 
of  any  or  of  all  the  settlements  in  India, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  such  reduction 
shall  fall  first  or  only  upon  those  vvho  receive 
the  higher  salaries,  whether  civil  or  military, 
at  one  or  at  another  presidencjr;  but  the 
government  has  an  unaoubted  right,  legal 
and  mora),  to  decide  consistently  with  the 
principles  of  justice^  what  part  of  the  acr- 
vice  will  best  admit  of  that  reductioQ  which 
ihenocessitics  of  the  sute  demand. 


73*  But  it  is  unneceisary  to  press  tbisprio- 
ciple,  however  incontestible,  as  in  point  of 
fact  reductions  have  been  ordercH,  and  are 
in  a  train  of  execution  at  all  the  prtsidcocies, 
and  affecting  all  the  branches  of  the  com* 
pan^s  service,  civil  and  miltiary;  reductions, 
which  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  cxis:coce 
of  the  companv,  and  consequently  to  the 
maintenance  ana  provision  otall  their  ser- 
vants, as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,  as  well 
in  the  retired  and  pensioned  establishments, 
as  in  the  more  early  aiKi  active  suges  of  ser- 
vice. 

74.  Another  subject  of  complaint  made 
by  the  officers  of  the  Madras  army  is,  that 
the  commatMler-in<hief,  whom,  in  imitation 
of  himself,  tht-y  style  **  the  representative 
of  the  army**  has  been  excluded  from  a  scat 
in  council. 

75.  The  propriety  of  granting  a  scat  ia 
council  to  lieutenant-general  Macdowall, 
or  to  any  other  commander-in-chief,  is  a 
question  so  entirely  unconnected  with  the 
interests  of  the  officers  themselves,  and  the 
constitution  of  the  army  under  the  com- 
pany and  the  British  (government,  that  it 
IS  not  easy  to  consider  its  imroduction  into 
their  address  in  any  other  light  than  as  an 
espousal  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  lieu- 
tenant-general Macdowairs  unreasonable  com- 
plaints on  this  subject,  in  return  for  the  coan<> 
tenance  which  he  has  so  impropeily  sbowo 
to  the  equally  unreasonable  complaints  of  the 
officers. 

76.  It  is  not  more  necessary  that  the  com- 
mander-in-chief should  have  a  seat  in  coui> 
cil  at  Fort  St.  George,  than  that  the  com- 
mander-in-chief in  England  should  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  cabinet ;  and  although  advantages 
m^y  result  from  his  personal  assistance  in 
council,  still  the  benefits  of  his  advice  and 
co-operation  may  be  obtainedi  and  the  mili- 
tary arrangements  of  government  may  be 
conducted  m  an  efficient  manner,  even  jf  he 
should,  not  have  a  seat  at  the  board.  This 
part  of  the  memorial  however  does  pot  call 
tor  any  detailed  examination,  yet  it  may 
be  proper  to  observe,  that  although  the  of- 
ficers complain  that  their  interests  may  suftr 
by  the  commander-in-chief  not  having  a  seat 
in  couiicilt  yet  in. fact  most  of  the  measures 
of  which  the  memorial  itself  complaint 
as  grievances  were  suggested  by  the  commands 
cr-tn-chief.  Sir  John  Cradock,  and  adopted 
whilst  he  was  in  council • 

T^,  On  the  striking  impropriety  ind  mis- 
chievoiu  ambiguity  of  the  phrase,  **  repic? 
sentative  of  the  army,**  we  have  commented 
in  another  part  of  this  letter.  We  shall  now, 
therefore,  only  observe,  that  the  adopting,  by 
the  officers,  of  this  reprehensible  phrase  for- 
nishes  another  instance  of  the  evil  conse- 
quences of  the  countenance  before  itfentd 
to. 

The  last  subject  of  compbiot  adduced  m 
the  address  is  the  formation  of  a  genenl  find 
for  the  off- reckonings  of  the  trmy,  which 
is  stated  to  have  bcca  fanned  for  the  purpoic 
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of  eqdalizliig  the  tdv^nt«j(es  derivable  from 
thai  fund  lo  the  colonels  of  three  pre^i- 
cicncies,  bv  which  the  colonels  on  the  Ma- 
dras establishment  h«ve  suffered  a  ditniuuiion 
of  incomf,  whilst  those  of  the  Bv*n^jl  esta* 
blishtnent  have  recei?<:d  an  addition  to  their 
emolamenis. 

78.  On  reverting  to  ourorden  transmitted 
to  India  on  the  subject  of  the  ofT-rcckoi lines 
of.  the  armv,  we  do  tkx  find  that  any  such 
principle  ot  eqijalization  was  alluded  to,  or 
in  our  rontemplation. 

79.  The  oolv  object  of  the  formation  of 
sgcnerallund  for  ihe  oflF-rcckooings  of  the 
Indian  army  which  was  then  stared,  was  to 
provide  a  fund  for  :he  retired  list  of  general 
officers,  whose  pensions,  like  all  other  mili- 
tary pi-n^ions,  were  made  equal,  whether 
those  ofiken  belon/ed  to  thr  establishments 
of  Benj^al,  Madras  ot  Bomh'iy.  The  o(F> 
reckoning  fund  is  indeed  in  its  nature  and 
eflecu  a  pension  fund,  and  ha^  therefore 
very  naturally  been  rc^nlaied  n)K>nthcsame 
principles  of  equality  as  are  all  pens  on  esta* 
biishmentt. 

In  point  of  fact,  however,  the  Madras 
officers  suffered  scarcely  any  diminution  of 
advantages  by  that  arrangement,  the  amount 
•f  their  olf-rcckonings  having  been  nearly  an 
average  of  the  off-reckoniu|^s  of  Bengal  and 
Bombay* 

Each  Share. 
Bengal  then  established  on  an 

average  of  three  years  -  -  if^f^t 
Madras  ditto,  oiito,  •  -  li^94 
Bombay    ditto,    ditto,  -    •     ii45o 


Bombay  -••-.-•     1,458 

ft)y.4io 

Average    -    •    i,«o5 

%o»  Tills,  therefore,  is  no  fair  subject  of 
complaint  by  the  officc;rs  on  the  Madras  esta« 
blisbment,  even  had  the  formation  of  a 
general  fund  been  made,  as  it  was  not  upon 
a  priociple  of  eoiializing  iheallowance!i  to  the 
officers  of  the  inree  establishments ;  besides 
which  the  officers  affected  by  this  arrangc- 
inem  are  and  most  commonly  will  be  rr^dent 
in  Europe,  and  cannot,  therefore  be  fuuiMl 
among  those  who  have  signed  the  memo- 
rial 

81.— -It  is  impossible  for  us  on  such  tn 
occasion  as  the  present  to  quit  this  subject 
without  repeating  our  strongest  disapprobation 
•f  a  practice  thus  again  revived  by  the  officers 
of  our  army*  of  combining  and  forming 
associations  for  the  purpose  ot  addressitig 
government  on  any  imaginary  or  real  grievance 
which  they  may  suppose  themselves  to  suff<^r. 
The  evib  of  such  a  practice  were  c  early 
pointed  out,  and  the  practjcc  itself  absolutely 
forbidden  in  our  military  geoenil  letter  of  the 


soth  April,  1803,'  the  4rh  arid  jtb  pofrai^pht 
of  which  we  shdll quote;  and  we  repeat  ouf 
most  |X)sitivc  directions  that  the  icrici^ct  atten- 
tion and  obedience  be  paid  to  rhem. 

4.— We  cannot  omit  takm^  thil  opportuni- 
ty (o  express,  in  ihe  mofi  pointed  terms,  the 
disapprobation  V^ith  which  we  ha^e  seen  the 
^neial  associations  of  office^f  of  different  r^tnks 
formed  for  theleand  simiiar  purposes,  asiocia- 
ttonscompletely  sub verstvc  of  ih^tf\'ite m of  mi- 
litary correctness  atid  sdbordinaiion  which  it 
must  be  your  and  our  dUtj^  tn  ftiture  mord 
strictly  to  enforce,  since  any  relaxation  }n  4 
point  of  such  oscntial  consequence  would  in- 
fallibly be  attended  wiih  iht?  most  fatal  disor- 
ders as  reprated  experic-ce  has  too  often 
proved  when  such  practices  have  been  permit- 
ted to  prevail. 

5.— It  will  at  all  times  be  our  inclination  ta 
attend  to  the  comforts  and  to  the  inftresis  of 
every  part  of  our  army,  when  made  known  to 
us  throu>;h  the  proper  channel  of  communi- 
cation——But  we  at  the  same  time  must  trans- 
mit to  you  our  most  positive  injunctions  to 
adopt  the  strongest  measures  which*  circum- 
stances may  require,  to  discountenance  asso- 
ciations of  the  descriptions  to  which  we  have 
above  referred,  if  a  sense  of  propriety  should 
not  render  such  interference  unnecessary. 

While  we  deem  it  necessary  to  repeat,  that 
combinations  of  this  nature  are  in  themselves 
subversive  of  the  principles  of  discipline  and 
food  order,  and  calculated  10  afford  an  ex- 
ample highly  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the 
state,  although  they  may  bear  only  the  appear- 
ance of  legitimate  appeal  to  superior  authority « 
for  the  redress  of  supposed  grievances,  we 
think  it  due  to  the  officers  of  our  army  at  large 
to  state,  at  the  same  time,  that  we  are  disposed 
to  ascribe  improper  views  exclusively  to  the 
projectors  of  such  combinations,  and  to  those 
who  have  activtly  exerted  themselves  in  pro* 
motiiig  them.  Such  officers  as  may  have 
acceded  10  the  project  are  not  probably  aware 
of  the  true  nature  and  tcndeiKy  of  the  combi- 
nation which  they  have  contributed  to  form, 
and  are  deceived  by  the  plausible  pretcKt  of  a 
constitutional  appeal  to  the  authority  of  govern^ 
ment. 

82.— But  the  case  will  be  verydifferent^  if  after 
having  been  again  appri^d  by  the  government 
of  the  daMgercxis  tendrncyof  the  practices,  to 
whi*  L  in  the  first  intiaiKe  they  may  have  in- 
cautiously lent  themselves,  after  the  pains 
which  had  been  tnken  to  shew  the  uiKcasoo-^ 
ablenessof  their  complaints,  and  the  utter  im- 
p<issibility  of  compliance,  they  should  per- 
severe in  urging  lequeiits,  improper  in  them- 
selves, and  rendered  still  more  so  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  brought  forward* 

83.— We  are  t©o  sensible  of  the  high 
military  spirit  which  has  at  all  times  distin- 
guished our  officers  in  the  field  to  suppose  it 
possible,  that  after  these  repeated  wamicin 
they  can  so  far  forget  the  senttmeots  with 
which  that  spirit  ought  to  insyiire  ibem,  as  o 
expose  themselves  to  the  impuiation  of  look« 
ii  g  more  to  the  pecuotary  cmoltimeou  of  their    ^ 
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profession  than  to  the  honour  derived  from  an 
exemplary  discharge  of  their  duties  both  in  urar 
and  peace*  This  disiinctioo  is  not  to  he  ob- 
tained solely  bv  gallantry  in  the  field,  but  by  a 
strict  observance  of  all  the  duties  of  the  mili* 
tary  character ;  and  of  those  there  ii  none 
more  important  and  essential  than  the  inculca- 
tion, by  their  own  conduct  and  example,  of 
principles  of  suboidination  to  the  superior  au- 
iboriiy,  which  can  alone  ensure  the  obedience 
qi  vhcir  inferiors  in  the  service,  and  render  an 
army  useful  to  the  state,  or  safe  evco  to  those 
who  command  it. 

84.— When  we  look  back  to  the  general 
character  of  the  officers  in  our  service,  we  arc 
persuaded  that  reflection  has  long  since  con- 
vinced those  who  have  been  concerned  in  the 
transactions  animadverted  upon  in  this  letter, 
of  their  misconduct,  and  of  our  substantial 
tegard  lo  their  real  iotercstsi  of  which  the 
fariuus  beneficial  rcgulatioiis'  adopted  by  us  in 
the  course  of  late  years  atford  the  most  unequi- 
vocal proofs.  We  shall  only  further  add,  that 
at  a  time  when  the  exigenciesof  the  state  sub- 
ject every  individual  in  the  united  kingdom  to 
great  deprivations,  we  confidently  expect  the 
same  cheerfut  acquiescence  in  our  omcers  in 
India,  whether  civil  or  military,  which  so  con- 
spicuously mark  the  good  sense,  zeal,  and 
loyalty  of  his  majcsiy*!t  subject  at  home. 

8^ — Wc  now  revert  to  the  more  immediate 
consideration  of  the  conduct  of  our  late  com- 
mander-in-chief. The  last  act  of  lieutenant 
general  Macdouall  which  we  are  called  upon 
to  notice,  is  his  addrdss  to  the  army  upon  the 
pccasion  of  his  (|uitiing  the  command,  and 
embarking  for  Europe,  which  though  not 
transmitted  by  you  has  appeared  through  so 
many  channels,  public  and  private,  that  we 
cannot  doubt  its  authenticity. 

86. — It  is  with  extreme  surprise  and  concern 
that  we  found  such  sentiments  and  expressions 
as  the  following  in  an  address  from  a  com- 
mander-in-chief to  the  troops  under  him : 

"  The  circumstances  of  his  appointment  (to 
the  command  of  the  army  at  Fort  St.  Geoigs) 
were  (he  says)  so  humiliating  and  unpropitious, 
that  he  declmed  addressing  the  armv  upon  his 
first  assumingthe  command  of  it,  in  the  anxious 
hope  t)iat  the  court  of  directors  might  on  fur- 
ther deliberation  be  induced  to  restore  him  to 
his  rt^ht,  by  altering  the  new  and  extraordinary 
forms  of  government,  and  have  enabled,  him 
to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  station  as  the 
representative  of  the  army  with  bonotir  to  the 
service  and  credit  to  himself." 

87. — On  the  evident  impropriety  of  a  com- 
mander of  our  forces  claiming  as  a  right  that 
situation  in  the  councils  of  our  government* 
which  our  discretion  is  free  to  grant  or  with- 
hold, we  have  already  remarked..  ' 

88.— The  ^authority  of  the  governing  pow- 
er can  never  be  liable  to  be  arraigned  by  those 
whom  it  employe  for  the  limitations  it  may 
think  fit  to  impost  on  their  authority. 

89. — Reprehensible  and  unmilitary  as  it  is 
in  a  commandeiMn-chief  to  censure  and  st'g^ 
■utiae  the  conduct  of  his  superiors  in  the 
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nation  of  repreftcntative  "  of  the  anny,**  bf 
which  lieutenant-general  Macdpwall  bat  on 
this  occaaion  chosen  to  describe  himself,  is  if 
possible  still  more  reprehensible,  and  has  an 
obvious  tendency  to  excite  dissatisfaction  and 
discontent  in  the  army  against  our  govern- 
ment, by  leading  them  to  consider  them- 
selves as  injured  and  humiliated  by  us  in  the 
person  of  their  representative 

90.— There  is  no  sense  in  which  this  term 
could  be  understood  in  which  it  could  be  ap> 
plied  with  propriety  to  the  situation  of  cnn- 
niander-in-chief,  and  there  are  senses  in 
which  it  might  bear,  by  no  forced  construc- 
tion, which  are  so  highly  improper,  and 
imply  doctrines  so  directly  subversive  of  the 
whole  frame  of  our  government,  that  we 
are  unwilling  to  suppose  that  either  lieute- 
nant-general Macdowall,  or  the  officers  in 
whose  memorial  it  appears,  could  have  been 
aware  of  them. 

91.  The  term  "representative  of  the  army,* 
is  altogether  novel  and  extraordinary.  It  might 
he  undlientood  to  imply  that  the  miViuvy  class 
were  by  a  representative  to  have  a  share  in  the 
legislation,  and  all  the  political  and  financial 
measures  of  the  government.  The  admission 
of  the  term,  though  applied  in  a  sense  much 
more  limited,  would,  according  to  its  ose  in 
our  language!  soon  give  it  that  import. 

93.— But  supposing  it  only  to  be  intended 
to  mean  that  the  army  should  have  thdr 
commander  in  council,  in  order  to  take  eart 
of  their  inrerestt  and  represent  their  wants, 
claims,  and  services,  this  would  in  the  first 
place  imply  that  the  civil  members  of  go- 
vernment would  not  be  sufficiently  attentive 
to  the  fair  claims  of  the  army,  which  is  con- 
trary to  all  past  experience,  even  when  no 
miliury  officer  had  a  seat  ia  the  council ;  and 
would  reqtiire  for  the  military  body  a  privi- 
lege in  the  formation  of  the  government, 
which  no  other  class  has,  or,  according  to 
the  constitution  of  our  government,  can 
have. 

93.-— The  term  '*  represenutive  of  the 
army,**  would  further  imply,  that  the  com- 
mander of  the  army  is  responsible  to  it  for 
his  a.cts;  that  he  is  in  fact  delegated  by  it; 
and  that  it  is  not,  as  a  British  iMmy,  accord- 
ing to  the  lavrs  and  constitution  of  Great 
Britain  is,  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive  government,  but  is  competent, 
through  its  representative  the  commander- 
in-chief,  to  judge  and  control  the  public  acts 
and  councils. 

94. — Lieutenant-general  Macdowall  has 
not  (as  already  observed)  thought  fit  to  record 
or  transmit  to  us  any  Tindication  of  his  ooa- 
duct  in  proceedings  which  imperiously  de- 
mand our  most  prompt  and  decisive  animad- 
version, neither  have  we  any  reason  to  sup- 
pose from,  the  tenor  of  his  oorrespcdenct 
with  the  governor  in  council  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  lieutenant-general  Macdowall 
further  to  submit  his  conduct  to  our  judg- 
neot  and  decision. 

^5.  We  are  of  opinion,  however,  that  tho 
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fenerri  Macdowillt  recorded  lo  your  proceed* 
utg^t  aibrd  adequate  ground  for  passing  3  de- 
cisive judigmeni,  whicD  caonot)  with  any  pro* 
priew  be  delayed,  in  expectation  of  possi* 
ble  future  communicatioiit  from  lieuter)9nU 
gericral  Macdowal),  or  any  other  officer  im- 
plicaied  in  these  proceedings. 

96.  Therefore,  upon  the  whole  of  lieute- 
naot  eeneral  Macdowal/s  csk,  as  now  sub- 
■aiued  to  our  consideration,  we  feel  ourselves 
bound  to  record  our  decided  opinion,  that  the 
conduct  of  lieutenant-general  Macdowall  has 
been  highly  reprehensible,  as  having  a/ direct 
uodencv  to  encourage  a  spirit  oC  disconcent 
aod  insubordination,  which  it  was  his  duty  to 
repress  ;  aud  that  be  has,  therefore,  justly  in- 
curred the  censure  you  have  passed  upon  it, 
aod  his  suhsequrnt  semoval  iiom  the  com- 
mand of  the  army. 

97.  We  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  lay  the 
vbole  of  thu  case,  as  contaitted  in  the  docu* 
pent,  you  have  transmitted,  before  his  Ma- 
jesty's government. 

98.  With  respect  to  the  suspension  from  our 
service  of  major  Boles,  the  deputv-adjutant- 
general,  and  of  lieutenant-colonel  Capper,  the 
adjutant-general,  we  are  of  opinion,  that,  is 
those  ofifKcrs  were  placed  in  a  situation  of  dif- 
ficulty, their  removal  from  their  respective 
cmjployments  on  the  staff  would  have  been  a 
sumcicDt  mark  of  your  displeasure,  and  we 
therefore  direct  that  their  suspension  from  our 
service  m«y  be  taken  off. 

99.  On  one  part  of  the  proceedings  of  your 
government,  we  feel  it  necessary,  in  this  place, 
to  deliver  our  opinion  ;  we  mean  your  dc^ 
clioiug  to  transmit  to  us  the  memorial  pre- 
seiued  to  you  for  that  purpose,  by  the  officers 
commanding  corps,  respecting  the  tent-con- 
tract ;  as  you  consider  that  question  to  be  set- 
tled and  disposed  of,  it  was  competent  for  you 
to  say  io  the  officers  that  you  would  not  transr 
■lit  the  memorial  under  any  implied  admission 
00  your  part  that  the  question  should  be  again 
opened ;  but  we  think  your  caution  on  this 
bead  should  not  Jiave  prevented  the  xraos- 
mision  to  us  of  the  memorial  in  question. 

100.  We  shall  conclude  our  observations 
and  decisions  on  this  imponani  reference,  by 
recording,  as  an  act  of  justice,  our  complete 
aixi  decided  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  our 
governor  in  council  at  Fort  St.  George,  with 
respect  to  lieutenant-general  Macdowkll,  un- 
der circumstances  of  peculiar  difficulty,  in 
which  they  appear  to  have  shown  no  less  mo- 
deration and  temper  in  their  several  discussions 
with  the  commander-iu-chief,  than  prompti- 
tude, energy,  and  firmness,  in  supponing  the 
just  authority  of  government. 

101.  We  approve  the  provisional  appoint- 
n^ent  of  major-general  Francis  Gowdie  to  be 
commander-in-cbicf  of  our  army  at  Fort  St. 
George,  and  we  rely  with  conficicnce  upon  the 
experience  andceal  of  that  ofBcer,to  support 
the  good  order,  discipline,  and  efficiency  of 
the  troOpt  comn\itted  to  his  charge. 

We  are,  your  lovin^f  friends, 
/ Slimed  1   Charlei  Grant :   Willinm   Astell  . 


mucl  Toonc  ;  Charles  Mills ;  William 
Wigram ;  Geoige  Millet ;  Johnl  nglis ; 
R.  C.   Plowden  ;  G.    A.    Robinson  i 
Robert  Williams  t  John  Hudlcaton. 
(«ondon, 
the  i5ih  Sept.  i8i>9. 

General  letter  from  the  court  of  dircciort,  89th 
September  1809  : 
Military  Department. 
Our  govemor-in-council  at  Fort  St.  George« 
Para.  I.  Just  as  we  were  concluding  our 
answen  to  your  important  dispatches,  dated  19 
December,  January,  and  February  last,  by  the 
Lushington,  your  letter  of  the  13th  May  fol- 
lowing to  the  secret  committee,  by  his  ma- 
jesty's brig  Virginia,  arrived.  ' 

s.  The  departure  of  the  Georgiana  pacjket 
appointed  10  convey  those  answers,  having 
been  already,  from  several  causes,  inconveni- 
ently delayed,  we  feel  that  it  would  be  highly 
inexpedieiit  to  detain  her  for  so  much  longer 
time  as  might  be  requisite  to  enter  into  the 
subject  of  the  advices  now  received  from  you, 
and  the  various  topics  connected  with  it,  so 
fuUy  as  their  most  interesting  n^ure  disposes 
tis  to  go,  but  we  think  it  our  duty  not  to  lose  a 
moment  in  giving  our  general  opinioD  with 
respect  to  them. 

3.  We  view,  with  deep  astonishment  and 
concern,  the  principles*  the  spirit,  and  the  lan- 
guage exhibited  in  the  paper  denominated 
**  the  memorial  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  Madras 
army  to  the  governor-general  :'*  and  in  the 
other  paper  styled  an  address  from  the  same 
body  to  major  Boles.  The  doctrines  and  de- 
signs which  those  papers  avow,  are  subversive 
of  the  foundation  of  all  legitimate  govern* 
ment;  the  rights  they  claim  for  the  army,  are 
such  rights  as  till  now  have  never  been  arro- 
gated or  mentioned  in  our  military  service  ; 
such  as  no  army  ever  can  possess  with  safety 
to  the  state  to  which  it  belongs.  The  first  of 
these  papers  alleges  grievances  which  have  00 
foundation  t  and  under  the  form  of  seeking  re- 
dress, it  asserts  independent  military  privi- 
leges, which  would  constitute  an  independent 
military  power.  It  demands  a  representative, 
that  is,  a  share  in  the  civil,  political,  and  mi- 
Ijttary  government ;  it  decides  upon  the  mea- 
sures, and  vilifies  the  proceedings,  of  the  go* 
vemmcnt ;  it  requires  the  removal  of  the 
person  who  is,  by  the  only  legal  authority, 
placed  at  the  heaa  of  that  government  ;  and 
by  menace  and  intimidation,  dictates  to  the  su* 
preme  government  of  India,  to  which  our 
armies,  and  alt  lAc  officers  serving  in  them» 
are  by  the  laws  of  iheir  country,  hy  their  en- 
gagetnrrnts  to  the  company,  antl  by  professiop- 
al  obligation,  bound  to  oe  eotirely  subordif 
nate  arid  obedient. 

4w  It  is  in  vain  that  these  assumptions  arc 
accompanied  by  professions  of  duty  tp  their 
p^rcni  state,  and  of  respect  for  the  pritKiples 
of  mihtary  subordination  ;  ihty  are  in  toeir 
nature,  in  theti  whole  substance  and  spirit,  as 
well  as  the  inflammatory  te»-ms  in  which  they 
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honour  and  intf  rest  of  the  army  itself ;  and 
breathe  the  language  of  Miction  and  sedition. 

5.  It  is  afflicting  to  us  jo  think*  that  any  of 
the  natjves^  of  tbtt  country,  any  officers 
of  that  army*  which  has  been  distinguished  by 
$0  many  gallant  achievenoents,  could  have  so 
fai  forgotten  all  the  principles  which  should 
hate  regulated  their  conduct  as  subje^u and  as 
soldiers,  as  to  give  into  proceedings  of  so  cri- 
minal a  narnre.  BrsiHes  all  the  other  ties 
which  bind  them  to  the  duties  of  patnocisin« 
and  of  miKtary  fidelity,  we  should  have 
thought  that  both  the  situation  of  the  Euro- 

SKin  body,  who  administer  the  power  of  the 
ritishemi'nrc  in  India,  containing  so  many 
millions  ot  native  subjects,  and  likewise  oc- 
currences still  recent  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
would  have  been  sufficiertt  to  keep  every  of- 
ficer of  our  military  establishmem  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  infatuation  of  such  a  coarse  as 
these  proceedings  open,  ^    ^  ' 

6.  We  arc  persuaded  that  a  great  majority 
of  our  officers,  however  some  of  them  may 
h^vr  been  xnHueiKed  for  a  time  by  artful  in- 
ibtninatory  misrepresentations,  most  actively 
prop  gated,  can  i%ver  h-vc  countenanced  or 
approved  the  sentiments  or  tendencies  which 
those  (Kocecdings  too  plainly  indicate.  They 
could  only  have  been  conceived  and  promoted 
by  i  few  under  the  insiigarion  of  bad  passions, 
or  unhappy  prejudices,  and  by  the  help  of  de- 
lusive arts*  imposed  uuon  the  youf\g  and  intrx. 
perienccd,  who  could  mean  only  to  assert 
what  thty  wrre  misled  to  consider  as  rights* 
and  were  unaware  of  consequences. 

7.  The  authors  and  promoters  of  these 
dangerous  and  most  culpable  proceedings  un- 
doubtedU  merit  examplnrv  punishment ;  and 
it  is  to  \i%  a  peruliaily  p.*infiil  reflection  that 
a  sense  of  duty  may  oblige  us  to  apply  this 
principle  to  some  persons  whose^mihiary  ser- 
vices we  have  iaiely  so  applauded ;  but  on 
such  an  occasion  punishment  ought  to  be  in- 
flicted without  rrsixTt  of  persons ;  a  due  *eve- 
rity  in  so  imminent  a  case  i.;  justice  to  the 
staiei  and  metcy  to  the  individuals  who  live 
under  i IS  protection.  It  is  reuuind  also  for 
the  support  of  the  discipline,  ine  honour,  the 
eflictcncVf  and  thr  permanent r  of  ihe  armv. 

3.  It  was  your  duty  as  a  government,  when 
you  had  reason  to  be  coi»vi  crd  of  the  exist- 
ence of  factious  anc  srdiiious  agitations,  not 
to  wait  till  thry  should  .  rcak  cut  imo  ucts  of 
violence,  hut  to  endeavour  to  arrest  iheir  p»t>- 

rc-is,  and  to  discover   the  authors  ot    iftrm. 

t  is  I  rue  as  you  have  obverved,  'hrtj  in  *uch 
rsM's  whcrr  >ecrecy  among  the  parti  s  is  e<:?'-T>- 
ti:il,  the  regular  and  lorm;»l  proof.  wbH  h  are 
rcquif'd  in  icj;ai  jwoc^rdings,  ^tid  iuortiipiiiv 
trat tractions,  aie  rtoi  to  be  cxpecud;  but  it  ap- 
pears  to  us,  I  hat  the  prounds  upon  which  you 
proceeded  to  the  susp  t»''ion  of^  certain  «ffi<;crK 
ffnm\>ui  servire,  ^ndro  the  removal  of  others 
from  cominatul>  or  stnlf-ipjioinimems,  either 
as  ha^ving  l>tcn  ih*-  authors  or  active  promoters  ' 
of  ab<'ttor:t  of  the  memorial  to  the  Kovcrnor* 
g^cti!l.  or  snb»cr»tKrs  to  the  priticipl>-  of 
•upporon^;  oflitcis  a^ninst  the  government  by 
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rant  these  proceedings,  atid  whidi,  thoefere, 
have  our  deaded  approbaiioo.  Before,  bow- 
evert  we  pass  the  final  judgment  wliich  is  here 
re<|oired  of  us,  we  wish,  as  in  all  cases,  so  in 
this  especial Iv,  to  weigh  the  whole  vrithdeli- 
beratioB,  iiicludtng  t&  case  of  lieotennMo- 
lonel  Martin,  who  is  at  home,  but  we  shall 
do  so  with  a  determination  that  uo  private  so- 
licitation or  personal  consideracion  shall  have 
the  least  influence  with  us  where  a  great  lod 
solemn  public  duty,  and  the  public  ittteiost 
arc  so  dccplv  concerned. 

9.  la  our  letter  of  15rh  57cptcmber,  1809 
we  stated  our  opinion,  that  at  major  Boles 
appeared  to  have  l)een  placed  in  a  situation 
of  difficulty  his  removal  /rom  his  ttaff>ap- 
pointment  might  he  a  sufficient  mark  of 
jtmr  displeasure,  and  w«  therefore  desired 
that  he  might  he  restored  to  the  service; 
we  are  sorry,  however,  to  fiod  now,  that 
major  Boles  has  not  conducted  himself 
merely  as  an  officer  impeUed  by  a  coDvictioB 
of  military  duty  to  act  in  oppoaifioo  to  the 
sense  of  government,  but  has  gloried  in 
that  opposition ;  and  it  must  fairiy  be  pre- 
sumed that  it  is  with  his  oWn  consent  his 
case  has  beconte  one  of  the  rallying  poinu 
for  systematic  resistance  to  the  government, 
in  support  of  the  pernicious  and  unfouorled 
doctrines  of  the  late  eommaiuler-io-chief, 
whose  cause  major  Boles  appears  to  have 
cordially  espoused;  under  these  circum- 
stances although  we  were  not  disposed  to 
remove  him  from  the  service  on  the  score 
of  obedience  which  he  might  deem  to  be 
right  to  the  order  of  his  commanding  officer, 
yet  as  tfiere  can  be  no  pretence  of  right 
or  duty  in  a  factious  opposition  to  govern- 
ment, now  become  so  dangerous,  and  so 
much  promoted  by  his  means  we  direct 
that  he  be  susnei>ded  from  our  service. 

10.  We  highly  approve  the  general  orders 
which  you  issued  on  the  1st  of  May,  and 
we  trust  that  tliey  will  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  back  suoh  of  the  officers  of  your 
establishments  as  have  swerved  from  the 
true  principles  of  iijlitary  subordination 
to  the  temper  of  mind  which  is  no  less 
essential  to  their  own  interests  and  happi- 
ness th<in  to  the  interest  of  the  state,  and 
to  that  honourable  sense  of  duty  upom 
which  the  ditciphne  and  efficiency  of  aa 
army  must  ever  depend 

11.  We  are  extremelj  gratified  to  learft 
that  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  offioers 
serving  under  your  presidency  has,  through 
all  their  ngitations,  t^een  uniformly  marked 
by  5tc:Kly  '•ulmrdinatkMi«od  go(}d  condoct; 
and  that  a  large  portion  of  yonr  own  esta- 
bHshmem,  among  whom  you  particularly 
specified  the  subsidiary  corps  at  HyHrabad, 
have  been  uninfected  by  those  pemiciotH 
examples  which  have  seduced  others  from 
the  line  of  their  duty. 

1 2.  The  conduct  which  major  general 
Gowdie  has  held  in  respect  to  afl  these  mili- 
tary ajjitationR  since  he  has  b»en  attli^  head 
of  the  armv  is  entitled  to  our  unqualified 
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13:  We  caimot  conclude  without  ex- 
pretsiDg  our  high  appi  obatioa  of  the  firm- 
ness and  cemp«r  with  which  you  have 
maimained  the  just  authority  and  dignity  •£ 
gDvernmeot  amidst  Tf^ry  unusual  oppositions 
aod  difficulties ;  aud  whilst  you  continue 
thus  to  discharge  your  public  duties  you  may 
^peod  upon  our  support.  . 
^  We  are,  &c. 

(Signed)  C  Grant,  W.  Astell^  J. 
J.  Jackson.  C.  A.  Robinson, 
R.  Williams.  J.  Pattison,  W. 
Wigram.  G.  Smith,  T.  Met- 
calle,  J-  Hudlestou,  R..  C. 
Plowden,  G.  Millet,  J.  Inglis, 
W.  fiensley,  J.  Bebb. 
London, 
S9ih  September,  1809. 

No.  1. 
To  the  honourable  the  secret  committee  of 

the  honourable  court  of  directors. 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Para.  1.  We  hare  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  honourably  committee,  that  consider- 
mg  it  to  be  of  great  impoctance  that  the 
authorities  in  England  should  have  earlv  in- 
formation regardmg  the  events  which  have 
lately  occurred  at  this  presidency,  we  have 
thought  it  proper  to  dispatch  the  extra  ship 
Sir  Stephen  Lushington,  to  convey  the 
dispatches  addressed  to  the  court  of  direc- 
tors and  to  your  honourable  committee.  * 
.  2.— As  it  will  be  material  that  the  autho- 
rities before  whom  the  questions  discussed 
ill  those  dispatches  will  be  brought,  should 
have  distinct  information  regarding  the 
circumstances  connected  with  them,  we 
have,  on  the  recommendation  of  our  pre- 
sident, thought  it  proper  that  a  gentleman 
possessing  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  course 
pf  the  late  events,  should  be  directed  to 
proceed  to  England  \iy  the  present  oppor- 
tunity ;  and  as  the  ch^ef  secretary  of  the  go- 
vernment  must,  from  his  station,  possess  a 
fuller  knowledge  of  these  events  than  any 
other  person  under  this  government,  we 
have  emploved  the  chief  secretary  in  the 
execution  ot  this  duty,  according  to  the 
principle  on  which  a  similar  arrangement 
has  been  made  on  former  occasions  ;  Mr. 
BHchan  accordingly  embarks  on  the  Sir 
Stephen  Lushington. 

3. — The  duties  of  chief  secretary  will, 
during  the  absence  of  Mr.  lincltan,  be  dis- 
charged  by  Mr.  Falconar.  ilu-  jcniur  mem 
ber  of  the  board  of  revenue,  huA  no  additi- 
onal expense  will  be  in  couscquence  incur- 
red by  this  arrangement. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
Honourable  Sirs, 
Your  faithful  humble  servants, 
(Sigued)  G.  H.  Bar  low. 

W.   PCTRIC. 

T.  Oakes. 
Fort  St.  Gtforge,  J.  H.  QASAMazjoa, 

28th  February,  1809. 


REPORT. 

The  select  committee,  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  existence  of  any  corrupt  prac- 
tices.  in  regard  to  the  appointment  and 
nomination  of  writers  or  cadets  in  the 
service  of  the  East  India  companv ;  or 
any  agreement,  negotiation,  or  baigaiu, 
.direct  or  indirect,  for  the  sale  thercQf; 
and  to  report  the  same,  as  it  shall  ap- 
pear to  them,  to  the  house,  together 
with  their  observations  thereupon;  aud 
who  were  empowered  to  report  the  mi- 
nutes of  evidence  taken  before  them ; 
and  their  proceedings,  from  time  to  time, 
to  the  house. 

Began  their  investigation  by  examining 
into  a  case  brought  before  them  by  George 
Woodford  Thellusson,  esquire,  a  member 
of  this  house,  in  which  his  patronage  and  . 
confidence  appear  to  have  been  grossly  abu- 
se<J. 

The  whole  evidence  being  given  at  length  in 
the  appendix,  your  committee  content  them- 
selves with  inserting  in  this  place,  a  short  ab- 
stract only  of  this,and  everyother  t  ansaction; 
giving  the  names  of  the  persons  appointed, 
of  those  by  whom  they  were  recommended, 
aud  by  whom  their  nominations  were  sign- 
ed, together  with  the  names  of  the  inter- 
mediate agents  in  any  of  the  negotiations 
where  money  was  paid  or  received. 

Those  appointments  which  have  been 
completed  m  consequence  of  any  such  bar- 
gains, and  upon  which  satisfactory>viilence 
lias  been  produced,  will  he  placed  first  ;— 
a  second  class  will  be  found  of  nominations 
which  appear  to  have  taken  effect,  but  with 
regard  to  which,  from  the  death  of  some 
of  the  parties,  or  from  deiicieiKy  of  proof 
in  other  particulars,  your  committee  are 
unable  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons who  were  sent  out  to  India  It  is  a 
satisfaction  to^  your  committee,  throughout 
the  whole  evideuce,  to  remark  nothing 
which  traces  any  one  of  these  corrupt  or 
improper  bargains  to  any  director,  or  in- 
duces a  reasonable  suspicion  that  it  was 
done  with  the  privity  or  connivance  of  any 
member  of  that  court.  Several  negoti- 
ations which  never  took  effect,  will  be 
found  alluded  to,  or  detailed  in  parts  of 
the  evidence;  which  it  was  thought  proper 
not  to  reject  under  the  comprehensive  di- 
rections, **  that  your  committee  should^  in- 
'quire  into  any  agreement  negotiation,  or 
bargain,  direct  or  indirect,  for  the  sale  of 
such  nomination;'*  and  when  such  infor^ 
matioo  was  received,  they  deemed  it  in- 
expedient to  withhold  it  from  this  house, 
though  they  are  tuily  aware  that  their  de- 
sire of  opening  every  channel  of  inquiry 
has  led  to  an  extent  of  examination,  and  to 
a  mass  of  evidence,  from  which  much  might 
he  retrenched  without  detriment,  if  it  had 
been  easy  to  establish  a  satisfactory  prin- 
ciple of  omJssioiiiiti^ir  babndgmentf  whicli 


406 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1809. 


tnifsht  have  ^eft  nothiof^  wholly  irrelevant  or 
triflinj^.  while  it  camprehcDded  whatever 
might  be  inter estiof  either  to  thit  house, 
or  to  th£  Bast  India  company. 

WRITF  R  S. 

Mr  Edward  James  Smith  was  nominated 
a  writer  in  Bengal  in  the  season  1806-7.  by 
Mr.  G  W.  Thellusson ;  the  appointment  was 
given  to  his  first  cousin,  Mr.  Emperor  J.  A. 
Woo<)ford,  who  sold  the  appointment  for 
3,500/.  through  the  af^ency  of  Mr.  Tahour- 
din,  solicitor,  who  received  100/.  out  of  that 
turn. 

The  other  persons  concerned  in  this  nego- 
tiation were  Mr.  Wimbourn  and'  Mr. 
Laing. 

Mr  Fry  Magniac  was  nominated  writer 
to  Bengal  in  the  year  1807  8,  by  Mr.  O. 
W  Thellusson ;  this  appointment  was  also 
given  to  the  same  Mr.  Woodford,  and  sold 
throu^hthe  agency  of  Mr.  Tabourdin. 

Mr  Beale  was  the  purchaser,  and  the 
sum  paid  by  him  was  3,500  ^ineas,  of 
which  Mr.  Woodford  received  3.000/.  Mr. 
Tahourdin  150/.  ;  the  remainder  was  divid- 
ed between  Mr  Donovan  and  Mr.  Gar- 
rat. 

Mr  Henry  Gardiner  was  nominated  a 
writer  to  Madras  by  Mr.  J.  W,  Thellusson, 
in  the  season  1807  8 

This  appointment  was  likewise  given  to 
Mr.  Woodford,  and  3,0001.  was  received 
for  it  from  Mrs.  Gardiner  by  Mr.  Tahour- 
din for  his  own  use,  hut  upon  an  undertak- 
ing that  he  is  to  procure  the  next  presen- 
tation of  a  living  of  the  value  of  SOOl.  per 
annum  for  a  friend  of  Mr  Woodford's. 
Mr.  Boase,  a  partner  in  the  house  of 
Messrs.  Ransom  and  Co.  was  privy  to  the 
bargain  between  Mr.  Tahourdm  and  Mrs. 
Gardiner.  Mr  Greenslade  received  an  ap- 
pointment for  Ceylon  in  the  way  of  ex- 
chancre  f(»r  this  writer-ship,  which  is  the 
occasion  of  his  name  appearing  in  the  trans- 
action. 

CADETS 

Mr.  Henry  Stoughton  was  appointed  a 
cadet  to  Madras,  January,  1808,  by  George 
Abercrombie  Robinson,  esq.  by  tlie  recom- 
mendation of  .vlr  Morland,  who  gave  the 
appointment  to  Mr.  Jones  for  a  relation  of 
his. 

Mr.  Jones,  through  the  agency  of  John 
Annesley  Shee,  sold  it  to, Mr.  Stoughton, 
father  to  the  person  appointed,  from  whom 
Shee  received  500  guineas:  he  paid  1801. 
to  Mr.  Jones,  and  received  of  him  an  un- 
dertaking to  pay  3201.  upon  his  procuring 
for  Mr.  Jones  a  Woolwich  cadet 'ship. 

This  appointment  has  been  vacated  by 
the  conrt  of  directors,  in  consequence  of 
having  discovered  the  means  through  which 
it  was  obtained . 

Mr.  Thomas  Kelly  was  appointed  a  cadet 
to  Bombay  in  April,  1808,  by  SirTheophi- 
lus'Metcalf,  Bart,  at  the  recommendation 
•f  Mrt •  Scott,    It  wat  afttrwardt  ejKbaog. 


ed  with  Mr.   Cotton  at  hit  request  fort 
Madras  cadet-ship. 

William  Scott,  tailor,  the  husband  of 
Mrs  Scott,  sold  this  appointment  to  Mr. 
Kflly,  through  the  agency  of  David 
Brown,  who  received  for  it  150!.;  Brown 
was  paid  301.  or  4(11  and  a  Mr.  Southcomb, 
who  introduced  some  of  the  parties  to  each 
other,  received  10  guineas. 

Mr  George  Barker  was  appointed  cadet 
for  the  Bengal  infantry  in  December,  1808, 
by  Robert  Thornton,  esq.  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  Mee. 

Mr.  Mee  sold  this  appointmetit  for  200 
guineas,  through  the  agency  of  John  Annes- 
ley Shee,  who  received  60'. 

Mr.  George  Teulon  was  appointed  to  an 
infantry  cadet  ship  to  Bengal  in  1808,  by 
Edward  Parry,  esq.  in  exchange  for  a  Madras 
appointment  given  to  captain  Sealy  by  Ja- 
cob Bosanquet,  esq. 

Captain  Matthew  sold  this  appointment 
for  1201.  to  captain  Holmes  for  a  friend 
of  Tiis;  Annesley  M'Kercher  Shee  was 
employed  as  agent  for  captain  Mattbe#, 
who  paid  him  SOl.  and  captain  Holmes  paid 
him  101. 

Mr.  John  Samuel  Williams  was  appoint- 
ed to  a  Bengal  cadet-ship  by  Mr.  Cotton 
in  1808,  in  exchange  for  a  Madras  cadet- 
shipjof  Mr.  Manship's. 

Tnis  appointment  was  procured  hr  Mr. 
Abercrombie,  who  was  assisted  witn  the 
loan  of  a  sum  of  money  by  captain  Wil- 
liams, the  cadet's  father.  Mrs  Elizabeth 
Morrison  and  Annesley  M*Kercher  Shee 
were  the  agents  employed. 

Mr  Benjamin  Pratt  Was  appointed  a  ca- 
det to  Madras  7th  February,  1 806,  by  Swe- 
nev  Toone.  esq.  at  the  recommendation  of 
Capt  Kennard  Smith,  who  exchanged  it 
with  R  C.  Plowdeo,  esq.  for  a  nomination 
ot  the  next  season.  Mr  B.  Pratt  was  re- 
commended to  Mr  Plowden  by  Sir  Nicholas 
Nugent. 

This  appointment  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Henry  Foster,  through  Sir  Nichdtas  Nugent, 
for  the  sum  of  1501.  A.  M<K.  Shee  acted  as 
agent  for  Mr.  Poster,  and  received  301.  or 
401.  The  original  appointment  wis  to  Ben- 
gal,  and  it  was  exchanged  fdt  Madras. 

Mr,  John  Power  Was  appoiriter)  a  cadet 
to  Madcas.  1804  or  1805.  by  lord  viscount 
Castfereagh.  at  the  recommendation  of  lord 
Longueville,  through  the  earl  of  Wesmor- 
land. 

Mr.  Power  paid  2001.  for  this  appoint* 
mem  to  Matthew  Spiilman  Salt.  A.  M*K. 
Shee  was  the  agent  for  both  parties,-  and 
received  501  from  Mr.  Power 

Mr.  Brathwaite  Christie  was  appointed  a 
cadet  to  Madras  15th  July,  1807,  by  James 
Reid,  esq.  at  the  recoramendatfon  of  RR.H. 
the  D.  of  Clarence. 

Mr.  Pa^,  navy  agent  in  Great  Russd- 
ttreet,  paid  the  sum  of  SOOl.  for  t)iis  ap* 
potntmcnt  to  A.  M*K,Shee  who  paid  ISCL 
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to  the  Rer.  Mr.  LToyd,  ckaplain  to  H.  R.H. 
the  D.  of  Clarence,  for  procuring  the  tune. 

Mr.  Thomas  Maw  was  appointed  a  cadet 
to  Bengal  in  July,  1807,  by  Robert  Thorn- 
ton,  esq.  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
Rev.  Nicholas  Corseilis  for  Miss  Elisabeth 
Spinluff. 

Mist  Spinluff  sold  this  appointment  to 
Mr.  Hewett,  a  relation  of  Mr.  Maw, 
through  the  agency  of  Mrs.  Morrison  and 
A.  M<K.  Shee,  and  received  701.  for  it. 
Mrs.  Morrison  thinks  the  sum  paid  was 
150L  or   1801.      A.   M'K.  Sh^e   received 

sol. 

Mr.  Authur  Denny  was  appointed  a 
cadet  to  Madras  on  the  18th  February 
1806,  by  George  Woodford  Thellusson,  esq. 
at  the  recommendation  of  the  countess- 
dowager  of  Wesmorlaod  and  Mr.  George. 

This  appointment  was  sold  by  Mr. 
George.  Mr.  Anthony  Stoughton,  uncle  of 
the  person  appointed,  paid  to  John  Annes- 
ley  Shee,  whom  he  employed  to.procure  it» 
the  sum  of  S50  guineas*  David  Brown  was 
agent  for  Mr.  George.  y 

Mr.  Henry  Keating  was  appomted  a  ca- 
det to  Madras  on  the  5th  of  June,  1805,  by 
John  Manship,  es^.  at  the  recommendation 
of  George  Woodford  Thellusson,  esq.  in  re- 
turn for  a  Bombay  nomination  of  the  season 
of  1804,  given  (o  Mr  Manship. 

The  uncle  of  Mr,  Henry  Keating  pur- 
chased this  appointment  of  N^r.  John  Hen- 
derson, ship-broker  for  S501.  or  guineas. 
John  Anneslcy  Shee  received  of  Mr.  Hender- 
son about  45t  for  his  agency. 

Mr.  George  Boys  was  appointed  a  cadet 
to  Madras  on  the  'J6th  March,  180$,  (of  the 
season  1805)  by  Charles  Mills,  esq.  at  the 
recommendation  of  Mr.  (now  Sir  William) 
Fraser. 

This  appointment  was  given  by  Sir  WiU 
liam  Fraser  to  Mr.  Thomas  Cusac,  who  sold 
it  to  Messrs.  Barber  and  Sons,  Cowpers^ 
court,  Comhill,  and  received  of  them  the 
sum  of  1501.  They  were  employed  as 
agents  for  Mr.  Boys*s  father,  who  paid  for 
at  the  sum  of  300  guineas.  lOOl.  was  divid- 
ed between  Mr.  Barber  and  Mr.  John 
Henderson.  J.  A.  Shee  was  agent  for  Mr. 
Cusac. 

Mr.  William  Collett  vras  appointed  a  ca- 
det fcur  the  Bombay  Infantry  by  the  India 
board,  on  theSdof  July,  1806. 

This  appointment  was  in  the  nomination 
of  lord  Castlereagh,  who,  at  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  ri|^t  honourable  John  Sulli- 
van, gave  it  to  Richard  Cadman  Etches,  for 
a  relation  of  his,  on  account  of  services  per- 
formed by  Mr.  Etches  for  the  government. 
Mr.  Etches  sold  it  to.  Mr.  Chaplin,  an  attor- 
neyt  for  the  sum  of  S501-  J.  A.  Shee  was 
agent  for  Mr.  Pasmore,  an  attoraey,  who 
received  the  money  for  Mr.  Etches. 

Mr.  John  Manson  was  appointed  cadet' 
fiar  Be<^gal  the  86th  February,  1866,  by  the 
India  board,  at  th«  rteooimaidation  of  Ed- 
wwdCoek*.  iM. 


Mr.Cadmao  Etches  procured  this  appoint-* 
ment  through  Mr.  Cooke,  for  a  relation  of 
his,  OB  account  of  services  performed  by  Mr. 
Etches  for  the  government.  Thomas  Wat» 
son  was  employed  as  agent  to  sell  the  same* 
as  mentioned  in  the  next  appointment* 

Mr.  Robert  Manson  was  appointed  cadet 
for  Bengal,  February,  1808,  by  G.  W.The-  v 
lusson,  esq.  at  the  recommendlatiou  of  Mr. 
Herbert. 

Thomas  Watson  sold  this  appointment^ 
and  received  the  sum  of  500  guineas  of 
Messrs  Anderson,  of  PhiJpot  lane,  for  this 
and  Mr.  John  Manson*s  appointment,  who 
purchased  the  two  for  a  friend  of  theirs  for 
his  two  nephews.  A.  M*K.  Shee  received 
351.  of  Watson;  and  lady  Leigh  received 
from  Watson  about  2001.  for  the  latter  ap- 
pointment. 

Mr  Thomas  Casey  was  appointed  a  cadet 
by  William  Devaynes,  esq.  on  the  9th  July 
1806,  at  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Her- 
bert, now  abroad  as  purser  of  the  Euphra- 
tes extra  ship. 

Mr.  HeH>ert  sold  this  appointment  to 
Messrs-Hendry, Houghton,  ana  Co.  of  King's 
Arms  Yard,  correspondents  of  Mr.  Casey's 
relations,  wlio  lived  in  Ireland,  for  the  sum 
of  500  guineas;  Mr.  John  Henderson  was 
agent  for  Mr.  Herbert,  and  received  50  gui- 
neas. 

Mr  Thomas  Lock  was  appointed  a  ca'let 
for  Madras  on  the  3d  February,  1807,  by 
John  Bebb,  esq.  at  the  recommendation  of 
James  Pattison,  esq.  in  exchange  for  one 
of  Mr.  Pattison^s  Bombay  nominations. 

This  appointment  was  purchased  by  the 
Rev  Dr.  Locke,  of  Fambam,  for  his  nephew, 
of  Thomas  Watson,  who  sold  it  for  lady 
Lumm,  and  paid  her  SOOi.  ^ 

Mr.  Samuel  Lewis  was  appointed  a  cadet 
in  1800,  by  Sweney  Toonr,  esq.  at  the  re- 
commendation of  Mr.  Evans. 

This  appointment  was  passed  from  Mr. 
Evans  to  Mr,  Sanderson:  Annesley  M<Ker- 
cher  Shee  seems  to  have  procured  it  of  Mr. 
Wright,  and  received  300  guineas  from  the 
cadet's  father.  Mr.  Samuel  Lewis  being  a 
Mulatto,  and  thereby  disqualified,  procured 
a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Phillips  to  per- 
sonate himself  and  pass  the  previous  exami- 
nations, for  which  he  paid  him  SO  guineas. 

A  cadet^hip  for  Madras  appears  to  have 
been  purchased  for  a  person  of  the  name  of 
#rown,  in  1804  or  1805,  which  ^as  sold 
by  Mr  Herbert  for  850  fuineas ;  hut  your 
committee  could  receive  no  satisfactory  in- 
formation by  whom  the  party  was  norm- ' 
Dated,  or  his  christian  name.  Henderson' 
and  Shfe  were  employed  as  agents,  and  re- 
ceived part  of  the  above  sum. 

A  cadetship  in  the  nomination  of  J.  Man* 
ship,  esquire    i^iven  by  him  to  Mrs.  Welch, , 
appears  to  have  been   sold ;  but  the  parties 
tot  hat  <  transaction,  who  have  been  exami«J 
ned,  state,  that  they  are  nnable  to  recollect 
tht  nam*  of  the  penon  appointed.     Tht 
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name  of  Mrt.  Welch  does  not  appear  at 
fecom mending  to  any  of  Mr.  Manship't  ca- 
detships  in  1805  or  6. 

Aiiothfr,  in  the  nominanon  of  Sir  Lionet 
D»rell,  apprafN  lo  have  bi-rn  |;ivcn  to,  and 
sold  bvi  the  Rev.  Thomas  Lloyd;  but  Mr. 
LIovgN  name  docs  not  appear  as  rrrotnmend- 
ingany  of  the  cadets  nominated  by  Sir  Lionel 
Dtirell  in  1801  and  the  following  year. 

It  appears  in  evid<*nce,  that  some  other  «ie» 
nominations  of  this  description  have  been 
purchased  :  but  your  committee  have  not  been 
able  to  discover  and  bring  before  thrm  some 
of  the  persons  who  appear  to  have  been  par- 
ties to  ih-  ie  transactions  ;  p%ttcularlv  Sir 
Nicholas  Nugen»,  Mr.  William  I^wen, 
Tugwcll  Robins,  Mr.  Jo^ph  Home,  captain 
Matthew,  and  captain  Ho  mcs. 

A  further  exannnation  into  some  other  bar- 
fj^ins,  is  precUidtd  by  ihe  6eaih  of  Ittdy  Lttmrn^ 
lady  Leigh,  and  captain  Scaly. 

The  attention  both  of  the  legislature,  and 
of  the  E^st  India  company,  has  been  atrracicd 
at  various  periods  to  abuses,  which  were  sup- 
posed to  eyist  in  the  disposal  of  their  patron- 
age ;  in  consequence  rtf  which,  at  the  time 
when  their  cfhancr  was  renewed,  an  oath 
was  framed,  to  be  takrn  by  each  director 
within  ten  d««ys  afer  hts  election,  containing, 
among  o<her  efijiag<-ments,  ihe  following : 
**  I  do  swear,  that  1  will  not  directly  nor  in- 
directly accept  or  take  anv  perquisite,  emolu? 
ment,  ftr,  present,  or  rewaid,  upon  any  ac- 
count whatsoever,  or  any  promise  or  engage- 
ment for  any  perquisite,  emolument,  fee,  prcr- 
sent,  or  reward*  whatsoever,  for,  or  in  respect- 
of  the  appointment  or  nomination  of  anv  per- 
sph  or  persons  to  any  place  or  office  in  th-  gift 
or  appointment  of  the  ^nd  company,  or  of  me 
asadtrrctor  thcre<if,  or  for  or  on  account  of 
stationing  or  appointing  the  vo)'age  or  voyages 
of  any  ships  iu  the  said  company's  emplov,  or 
for  or  on  account  of,  or  any  ways  relating  to, 
any  other  business  or  affairs  of  ihe  said  com- 
P^oy*"    33  Q^o.  IIL  c.  M.  %,  160, 

In  the  by-laws  of  the  tast  India  company, 
c.  6.  sect  5  a  penalty  is  imposed  upon  every 
diiector  taking  any  reward  cd  accotint  of  any 
appoiotroent,  in  double  the  amount  of  such 
reward,  two-thirds  of  which  to  the  co^npany 
and  one  third  to  the  informer ;  and  such  di- 
rector is  rcmlered  ipsoficto  inci^iiable  of  hold? 
ing  any  place  whatever  under  the   companv. 

The  form  of  declaration  on  ever\' wfiter*! 
petition  is,  "  I  rcfcommcrrd  this  p.-ntion.  and 
do  most  solenfoly  declare,  that  J  have  given 
this  nomination  to  and 

thai  I  neither  have  received  myself,  nor  am  to 
receive,  nor  has  any  cither  pt^rion,  to  the  l^est 
of  my  koowljpdge  and  belief,  received,  nor  is 
to  receive,  any  pecuniary  consideration,  nor 
any  thing  convertible  in  any  mode  into  a 
ppcuiiiarv  benefit  on  this  ^ccoiipi.'* 

The  form  of  cenificaie  rf<)uired  to  be  signed 
by.  the  nearest  kinioeacli  padct^  coDtaios  ihe 
following  declaration  i 

f'l  do  further  decbre^  that  I  received  iIm 
appototmcDt  for  iny  son 


gratuitously,  aiid  that  no  money  or  other  vjlq* 
ablf  consideration  has  been,  or  is  to  be  paid. 
either  directly  or  indirerilyi  for  the  same  ;  and 
that  I  will  not  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  either 
by  myself,  by  my  son,  or  by  the  hands  of  any 
oiher  person,  any  pecuniary  or  valuable  const* 
deration  whatsoever,  to  any  persons  who  have 
interested  themselves  in  procuring  the  said 
nomination  for  my  son  from  the  director  above 
mentioned." 

The  printed  preparatory  inatructions, 
which  are  circulatfd  by  ihe  East  India  com* 
pany,  fortheu^cof  ihose  who  maybe  nomi- 
nated ca'irts,  begin  with  the  fblIc>wing,icsOf 
lution:*'  ihntany  person  whpt»hall  in  fiTture  be 
npmiiiaied  10  a  situation,  either  civil  or  rntli* 
taTy.  in  the  service  of  this  com|Mny,  and  who 
shAil  have  obtained  such  nomination  either 
dirrcily  or  indnecily  by  purchase,  or  agrccr 
mrin  to  purchase,  through  the  medium  of  an 
agent  or  other  person,  shall  l>e  rejected  ;  and 
the  'person  so  nominated  shall  be  rendered  in- 
capable of  holding  any  stti|ation  whatsoever 
ill  the  company's  service  :  and  in  the  eveniof 
aitv  person  having  obtained  an  appointihenr  in 
the  manner  before  stated,  -^nd  proceeded  to 
hhJia  previous  to  its  bein?  discovrrW,  stKh 
person  shall  be  dt^mi^sed  the  companv 's  ser- 
vice an^  ordered  back  to  England^  and  shall 
also  be  Fendered  incapable  of  huJaing  any  si- 
tuation whatsoever  in  the  company's  service.** 
-  1 1  is  to  be  observed,  that  abuses  in  the  disr 
pos  lof  cadetrships  ar^  better  guarded  against 
than  in  that  of  writerships,  since  the  present 
form  of  certifiLate  has  been  applied  to  them  : 
for  in  the  writerships  'he  df rector  bimarif 
only  declares,  that  10  the  b.-si  of  hn  know- 
ledge or  belief  no  pecuniary  consideration  hat 
been  or  is  to  be  received  ;  but  with  regard  to 
every  cadet,  the  parent  or  next  of  kin  makes  a 
similar  declaTation  fur  himself.  The  cmsa 
which  arc  exhibited  in  this  report  dcnionsira'e 
that  such  declaiations  are  ina  of  aulScient 
force  to  prevent  *v  very  extensive  irn^  in 
those  nominations,  which  are  a)i(«arently  the 
lysr  secured  by  a  positive  denial  of  all  undoc 
practice*. 

An  enquiry  was  set  on  foot  by  the  court  of 
directors,  in  179^,  upon  the  al legation  and 
suspicion  of  abu&c^s  in  the  i>oinifiationft of  wri- 
icrs;  the  origin,  progress,  and  failure  of  which 
it  may  bt»  proper  to  give  in  some  detail, 
t^ib  Apri',  1798  — NiJ  committee  of  the  dtffcr 
tors  wa»  appointed  to  investigate  into  the  truth 
of  the  allrged  practice  of  the  sale  of  patnm- 
age,  and  to  consider  of  such  nicmnt  as  may 
appear  likely  to  prevent  the  same  in  fuiuie, 
if  such  practices  have  occurred. 

9th  joly.— E^h  diircior's  nomination  of 
writers  was  laid  before  the  committee,  who 
reitolved  ihateach  member  of  the  commitice 
should  Slate  in  writing  the  names  of  the  par- 
ties to  whom  he  has  given  tbo  ooroicadoot 
together  with  the  reaanns  which  induced  him 
to  give  the  same  ;  and  that  the  aeveral  pariks 
who  havr  received  such  tMiminaiions  for  their 
sons,  &c.  be  required  to  produce  stds^ciory 
tnformatioB  10  the  commii  tee  upon  oath,  or 
in  socb  mMioer  as  the  comm^iiiecabaH  d(Mi|| 
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mott  rxpedienf,  that  nrither  they  nor  any 
Otbef  person  on  their  account*  or  with  iheir 
privity  or  knowledge,  have  given  or  promised 
to  give  ?nv  consideration  on  ;)ccount  of  such 
nomination,  cither  to  the  directors  from  whom 
they  obtained  the  s;»me,  orto  «nv  persoii  on 
his  behalf:  and  it  was  agrcrd  lo  recommnid  to 
the  court  to  drecf  tach  individual  member  of 
the  cr>»in  to  do  the  same 

ist  August,  179^. — The  coutt  .ipprovcd  this 
fei"Jort,  and  (1.5th  August)  c;ich  d  rector  in 
offi  f,  ^s  wrll  as  those  out  of  hy  rotation  (t  x- 
crpt  Mr.  D;!vayncs}  gave  cxplanati<mk  in  wri- 
ting. 

«8th  Ftbmar}S  1709. — h  wasrrwlvd,  that 
every  appoi-^imem  made  in  con"»r'qiu-iice  of 
corrupt  practices  be  null  and  void,  unlr-ss  ihc 
panies  to  whom  the  !»fp)iMimriii  is  given, 
ihall,  upon  examitiai  ion  briojc  thccrmmitice, 
make  a  fair  and  randid  di'clo  ure  of  all  the 
circumstarfccf  attcudn'g  the  same.  It  was 
likewise  resolved,  ihat  each  dii«»cror  should  in 
future,  on  th**  petition  of  the  writer  whom  he 
nominatest  **  declare  upon  his  honour  to 
whom  he  has  g'vcn  the  ap|>oinimonf,  and  that 
he  neither  has  received  himself,  nor  is  he  to 
receive,  nor  has  any  orher  person  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge  or  belief  received,  nor  is  to 
receive,  any  jn-cuniary  consi<lerdtion,  nor  any 
thinj;  convertible  in  any  mode  into  a  pecu- 
hiarv  benefit  on  this  account." 

The  direction  being  changed  in  April,  on 
the  14th  of  August,  1799,  a  new  committee 
10  investtga'c  the  truth  of  the  sale  of  patron- 
age, Sec.  wa<  appointed. 

t7:h  January,  l8co. — The  draft  of  a  letter 
proposed  10  be  addressed  to  the  parents,  See. 
of  persons  appointed  writers  since  1793,  re- 
questing them  to  declare  whether  the  appoint- 
flientt  were  given  without  any  pecuniary  or 
other  consideration,  was  coiyMdeicd  by  the 
commiMce ;  when  a  di<^ussion  arof,  whether 
si  should  be  on  oath  «  when  it  wa^  adjourned 
till  the  sisr  of  January',  and  it  b;-ing  then 
suggested  whether  it  would  be  proper  for  the 
fcommirtee  to  proceed  in  their  eiujairy,  it  was 
decided  in  iheiiflirmative. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider 
the  drafts  of  the  letter  to  the  parents,  &c.  a 
draft  of  a  report  to  the  coupt  ttatini;  their 
reasons  for  recomnaenritng  thitmode  of  in- 
▼esri^tion,  as  altio  the  form  of  a  declaration 
for  the  persoos  who  h<tve  received  such  ap- 
pointments. The  consideration  was  ad- 
journed to  the  S4th  of  January ;  when  a  dis* 
cussion  enFuin?  t hereon  and  on  the  neces- 
sity itvi  expciiicncy  of  tlic  mode  of  public 
investieatioii  therein  proposed,  it  was 
agreed  to  pos- 1  one  the  said  report,  ;>nd  to 
procecil  to  ait  aj^rfeabiy  to  the  authority^an4 
instructions  already  received  from  the 
coert.  The  eoiRmitte*  resolved  that  in 
their  opinion  the  pm-ties  to  whom  each  di- 
rector ha^l  given  nominatTons,  shosid  be 
called  upon  to  state  on  what  groundu  they 
liave  receiv  d  the  same,  in  every  case  hat 
tiie  commiuee  may  deem  it  expedient  so  to 
do.  ^ 

Tbc  eoflu&ktcc  thcB  txamined  tiv*  injcc 


its  different  members,  as  a  preliminary  to 
the  proposed  measure;  each  member  de- 
clared upon  his  honour  that  what  he  had 
stated  in  regard  to  his  appointments  was 
strictly  true,  and  expressed  his  readiness  to 
confirm  the  same  by  his  oath .     , 

28tliJanuary,18(X>. — '1  he  committee  met  to 
consider  a  draft  of  a. report  to  -the  court 
communicating  their  proceedings,  and  pro- 
posing further  measures  for  the  court's 
adoption,  as  aUo  a  dratt  of  a  letter  referred 
to  in  tiie  said  report. 
'31st  January. — The  report  of  this  day*s 
date,  with  .he  letters  to  the  parents.  &c  and 
the  d(*claration  to  be  made  by  them,  wa^ 
approved. 

5th  febrnary. — ^The  court,  after  conside- 
rable discussion  of  the  above,  confirm  the 
same  ;  but  resolve  hat  the  consideration  of 
what  is  further  to  be  tioneou  the  said  report 
be  adj<>urnetl  to  the  1  Ith  of  February  ;  y  hen 
it  is  resolvcrl.  that  the  coinmittee  of  pasro* 
n^pe  be  instructed  to  proceed  iu  the  ex- 
aminHii«»n  of  ilie  otlier;meniber8  of  the  court, 
as  they  liid  wtth  themselves.  Ii  was  then 
m-'Ved,  that  the  declaration  proposed  in  the 
report  be  upon  oath  .  *n  this,  the  motion  of 
adjournmi  nt  wa«  carried. 

2,'»th  February. — A  report  signed  by  15 
directors,  approves  the  declaration,  and 
reeomm  nd<«  that  the  several  persons  to 
whom  th?«ame  is  sent  he  requested  to  con- 
firm such  declaration  upon  oath. 

Another  report  on  the  same  day,  signed 
by  {^directors,  recommends  that  no  further 
proceedings  be  had  in  thie  business  till  the 
Ist  of  May.  0oth  the  above  reports  are  ap- 
proved by  the  court. 

26th  February,  1800.— The  right  honour, 
able  tienry  Dundas  a^'d^eshel  the  court,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  their  minute; 
and  stating,  that  he  feeh  it  a  duty  that  he 
owes  both  to  himself  and  the  court,  to  omit 
no  means  in  his  powe'  for  ascertaining  whe-. 
ther  any  person  whom  he  has  obliged 
through  the  favour  of  the  court,  has  pre- 
sumed to  abuse  his  kindi>ess  in  so  sordid  and 
unwarrantable  a  manner. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  Jisrents  from  the  reso- 
lutions to  call  for  the  declaration  on  oath. 

The  committee  of  patronage  ceasing  with 
the  direction  in  April,  on  18th  June,  1800, 
the  court  took  into  consideration  the  pro- 
priety ef  re  appointing  the  said  committee. 

It  being  moved.  *  That  a  committee  of 
patrona,  e  be  re-appoint e'l ;"  an  amendment 
was  moved,  to  Irave  out  all  the  words  after 
the  word  *'  that,'*  and  to  insert  in  their  room 
the  MIowing,  **  it  does  not  appear  to  this 
court,  that  any  circumstance  has  been 
state'l  to  the  coutt,  by  which  the  committee 
late  y  appointed  for  an  nquiry  into  the  dis- 
posal of  patronage,  that  can  induce  or 
would  justify  the  ctmrt  iu  adopting  the  ill^ 
gal  and  novel  adnrniittaiion  of  extra-judi- 
c'a)  cmths  tn  a  variety  o:  persons,  no^direct- 
ly  connected  with  the  East  India  Company, 
or  the  management  of  itsuifairs,  and  whicn, 
though  it  would  tend  to  throw  a  suspicioc 
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upon  the  court  at  large,  which  no  circum- 
stances that  have  hitherto  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  court  can  induce  them  to  sup- 
pose the  miembers  thereof  merit,  would 
not,  thej  conceive,  be  an  effectual  ^ode 
of  bringing  to  light  an]jr  such  practices, 
even  if  such  in  any  panial  iQSt.uice  should 
have  existed." 

On  the  question  for  the  amendment  being 
put,  the  votes  for,  and  against,  were  equal ; 
when  the  lot  decided  for  the  amendment. 

25th  Jane. — The  chairman,  deputy  chair- 
man, and  eight  other  directors,  dissent  from 
the  resolution  not  to  re-appoint  the  com- 
mittee of  patronage. 

24th  September. — A  motion  was  made 
ID  the  court  of  proprietors,  that  the  above 
proceedings  be  read;  they  were  ^ead  ac> 
cordingly,  and  notice  given  by  the  mover, 
of  his  intention  of  bringing  the  subject 
forward  at  a  future  court. 

SOch  January,  1801. ~It  was  moved, 
**  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court,  that 
the  enquiry  into  the  alleged  abuse  of  pa- 
tronage, ought  to  be  continued.** 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  said  motion, 
by  adding  thereto  the  following  words, 
**  to  investigate  any  charge  that  may  be 
made  of  corrupt  practices  against  any  one 
or  more  of  the  court  directors." 

The  above  amendment  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

When  a  ballot  was  demanded  on  the 
original  question;  it  was,  Sd  February, 
1801,  lost  by  a  majority  of  139:  411  voting 
for  the  question,  against  it  550. 

The  following  opinion  of  counsel  was 
given  to  the  court  of  directors,  previous 
to  the  ballot  being  taken ;  viz. 

Case  for  the  £ast  India  company : 

^  Whether  the  court  of  directors,  or 
any  committee  of  the  said  court,  whether 
tonridered  as  a  committee  of  that  court,  or 
fts  a  committee  of  proprietors,  being  legally 
authorised  to  call  for  the  examination  of 
•uch  persons*  upon  oath,  at  recommended 
by  the  court  of  directors  in  their  resolution 
of  the  85th  February,  1800;  or  whether 
any  magistrate  would  be  justified  in  admi- 
nistering the  oath  so  recommended;  and 
generally  to  advise  concerning  the  legality 
and  effect  of  such  proceedings. 

**  We  are  of  opinion,  that  neither  the 
court  of  director*,  nor  any  committee  of 
the  said  court,  or  committee  of  proprietors, 
have  any  legal  authority  to  require  or  receive 
examinations  of  persons  upou  oath,  as  re- 
commended by  the  resolution  of  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  S5th  February,  1800  ;  and 
that  no  magistrate  will  be  justified  in  admi- 
nistering such  oaths. 

**  We  therefore  think  the  proposed  pro- 
•cediogf  Wbnld  be  contrary  to  law. 

(Signed)  **  i.  MiTFoan. 

W.    OaANT. 
J.  MANSriXLD, 

T.  EasKtMx. 
Gto.  iUvt," 


If  this  house  snould  in  its  wisdom  adopt 
any  legislative  measures  for  the  purpoie  of 
preventing  all  traffic  in  the  disposal  of  offi- 
ces under  government,  it  will,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  your  committee,  be  proper  to  extend 
the  same  protection  to  patronage  held  nndcr 
the  East  India  company;  but  they  see  no 
reason  to  recommend  any  special  or  separate 
provisions  as  applicable  to  their  case,  judp;- 
ing  that  the  East  India  company  has  withm 
tu  own  power  the  most  efl^ctual  means  for 
accomplishing  that  end. — It  can  never  be 
advisable,  without  absolute  necessity,  to  add 
new  offences  to  the  lonff  catalogue,  already 
enumerated  in  the  penal  statutes ;  nor  is  it 
wise  to  diminish  the  sanaity  of  oaths  by 
resorting  to  them  upon  all  occasions.  Where 
solemn  declarations  have  been  habitnslly 
disregarded,  little  reliance  can  be  placed  up- 
on t&  sanction  of  any  other  species  of  asse- 
veration Instances  occur  but  too  frequent- 
ly, where  an  oath  comes  to  be  considered 
merely  as  part  of  the  official  form  by  which 
an  appointment  is  conferred;  and  the  humaa 
mirH,  fertile  in  self-deception,  accommo- 
dates itself  with  wonderfttf  facility  to  over- 
comin||[  all  scruples,  or  applies  a  perverse 
ingenuity  to  evading  all  restrictions  which 
stand  in  the  way  of  present  interest.  Little 
fear  of  detection  is  entertained,  where  tran* 
sactions  are  in  their  nature  private  and 
confidential ;  and  the  appellation  of  honour, 
most  improperlv  applied  to  negotiations  of 
this  clandestine  Kind,  attaches  by  a  singular 
perverseness,  a  stronger  degree  of  obligatien 
to  the  performance  of  such  eogageaieiits, 
upon  the  very  ground  that  they  are  ille- 
gal. 

With  a  view  to  prevent  all  dealings  in 
patronage,  the  obvious  and  natural  mode 
will  be  to  take  away  all  inducement  to 
traffic  in  it ;  and  this  can  only  be  attained  by 
making  the  hazard  of  such  speculatiooi 
greater  than  the  temptation 

The  regulations  of  the  company  are  found- 
ed upon  this  true  and  efficacious  principle. 
But  examples  have  hitherto  been  wanting 
to  demonstrat  e  thedetermination  of  the  cooit 
of  directors  xm  enforce  their  orders ;  no  m* 
stance  of  purchasing  or  procuring  by  undue 
means  an  appointment  in  the  civil  or  militair 
service  of  toe  East  India  company  after  mcb 
appointment  bad  actually  taken  place, 
and  since  the  court's  resolution  of  S8th 
February,  1 799,  having  been  so  far  estabUsbed 
as  to  enable  the  court  to  dismiss  the  party 
appointed. 

The  immediate  consequence  of  tbeinftir* 
mation  contained  in  this  repnrt,  must  be,  that 
a  certain  number  of  persons  in  the  scffict 
of  the  company  vrill  be  instantly  deprivsi 
of  their  employments,  recalled  from  lo^ 
and  declared  incapable  of  again  receiving 
any  appointment  under  the  company.  Tb* 
money  improperly  given  for  procuring 
these  situations,  will  be  absohitely  lost,  with* 
not  any  possibilitr  of  recovery ;  and  those 
wbo  fern  tithcr  inpnideBily  or  cormpt^ 
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been  concerned  in  obtaining  what  they  con- 
ceived to  be  benefits  for  their  relatives  or 
friends,  wilt  find  that  they  havb  done  the 
greatest  injury  to  those  whom  they  desired 
to  serve,  by  inducinfr  them  to  dedicate  some 
of  the  l>est  years  of  their  lives  to  an  employ- 
ment, which  the  original  defect,  and  corrupt 
practices  through  which  it  was  obtained, 
must  disqualify  them  from  prosecuting. 

Hard  as  some  of  these  cases  must  be,  and 
innocent  and  ignorant  as  many  of  the  young 
men  nominated  under  these  circumstances 
probably  2^re,  of  the  undue  means  by  which 
their  appointments  were  acquired,  your 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  nothing  but 
a  strict  adherence  to  the  rule  laid  down  by 
the  court  of  directors,  can  put  a  stop  to  the 
continuance  of  these  abuses,  and  prevent 
the  chance  of  their  recurring. 

In  the  year  1779,  when,  in  the  course  of 
the  investif^tion  already  mentioned,  indem- 
nity was  offered  to  all  those  who  would 
make  a  fair  and  candid  disclosure  of  all  the 
circumstances  through  which  their  situations 
had  been  procured,  though  information  was 
gained  with  regard  to  facts,,  no  example 
could  be  made,  m  conseqtience  of  such  dis- 
closure, of  those  who  were  found  ofTendiug; 
and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  such  practi- 
ces have  been  less  prevalent  since  that  inqui- 
ry, than  before.  The  deficiency  of  their 
power  to  compel  persons  to  answer,  preclud- 
ed the  court  of  directors  from  discovering, 
if  they  punished,  or  from  punishing  if  they 
discovered,  the  traffic  which  was  the  subject 
of  complaint. 

The  oath  taken  by  the  directors  ^ems  as 
effectual  as  any  thing  which  can  be  devised 
for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  corrup- 
tion, so  far  as  the  directors  themselves  are 
immediately  concerned :  and  your  committee 
have  already  remarked,  that  no  one  case  of 
corruption  or  abuse,  which  has  been  before 
them,  affects  any  member  of  that  court.  It 
;is,  in  the  passing  through  several  hands, 
which  happens  frequently  with  regard  to  the 
more  numerous  and  less  valuable  appoint- 
ments of  calets,  that  opportunities  for  this 
sort  of  negotiation  are  presented  which 
without  a  greater  degree  of  vigilance  and 
strictness  on  the  part  of  each  director,  at  the 
time  of  making  such  nomination,  it  will  be 
impracticable  to  prevent  in  future. 
Your  committee  may  perhaps  be  exceed- 


ing the  limits  of  their  protince,  in  the  fur- 
ther considerations  to  which  this  subject 
leads ;  but  as  they  decline  recommending  any 
special  legulative  enactment,  their  view  of 
the  proper  remedy  for  these  abuses  may  be 
incomplete,  unless  they  proceed  to  suggest 
some  other  observations. 

The  unpleasant  duty  of  increased  vigilance 
is  not  likely  to  be  performed  without  some 
incitement  of  benefit  or  disadvantage  at- 
tendant upon  the  exercise,  or  neglect  of  it; 
and  it  is  equally  conformable  to  experience  to 
presume  tnat  patronage  will  continue  to  be 
abused,  so  long  as  no  inconvenience  is  felt 
by  the  person  primarily  giving,  or  by  the 
person  ultimately  receivmg  it. 

Where  strict  examination  is  a  duty,  any 
species  of  negligence  cannot  be  wholly 
blameless ;  and  it  appears  not  unreasonable 
to  curtail  in  some  degree,  the  patronage 
of  those  who  have  either  not  been  suffici- 
ently watchful  in  the  disposal  of  it,  or  whose 
diligence  has  been  unsuccessful  in  preventing 
the  abu&es  which  are  complained  of.  As  an 
additional  check  against  those  who  are 
inclined  to  purchase  such  appointments,  it 
may  be  expedient  that  a  bond  should  be 
given  by  the  parent,  guardian,  or  friend  of 
every  person  receiving  a  nomination,  con- 
taining a  penalty  to  be  paid  to  the  East 
India  company,  upon  proof  being  made  at 
any  subsequent  period,  that  any  valuable 
consideration  was  given  for  such  appoint- 
ment :  that  specits  of  proof  being  deemed 
sufilicient  to  levy  the  penalty,  upon  which 
the  court  of  directors  may  think  themselves 
authorized  to  vacate  the  appoinment. 

The  practices  which  are  developed  in  the 
present  report,  and  other  transactions  which 
this  house  has  recently  had  under  its  cogni- 
zance, are  sufficient  to  demonstrate,  that 
patronage  of  various  descriptions  has,  in 
several  instances,  become  an  article  of  traffic ; 
that  an  opinion  of  the  generality  of  such 
practices  has  been  prevalent  to  a  stil!  greater 
extent;  and  that  fraudulent  agents  have 
availed  themselves  of  this  belief,  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  credulous  and  unwary,  and  to 
the  discrc<iit  of  those  in  whose  hajids  the 
disposition  of  offices  is  lodged.  It  will  de* 
pend  upon  the  steps  which  may  be  taken  in 
consequence  of  these  inquiries,  whether 
such  abuses  shall  receive  a  permanent  check 
or  a  virtual  eoeouragemeut* 
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4n  Account 0/  the  Sibgv  and  Susrbitdbr  of  Bipnokb,*  and  of  tubsequent 
eperatioHs.    From  a  Manuscript  Memoir  of  Tippoo  Sultauw. 


%*  THE  following  naouscript  it  not  only  valuable  as  illustrative  of  the  talent  and  policy  of 
the  writer,  but  as  elucidatory  of  a  portion  of  tnodcro  Indian  History,  hitherto  but  imperioctly 
knowoy  though  anxiously  desired*  It  is  a  broken  part  of  a  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  the  Sul- 
taun,  written  by  himself,  in  the  form  of  a  summary  of  the  operatioas,  that  immediately  pre* 
ceeded  the  capitulation  of  general  Mattienos,  and  the  surrender  of  the  fort  of  Bui/tore,  The 
terms  on  which  the  garrison  is  said  to  have  been  delivered  up,  are  deuuled  at  length,  for  the 
purpose  of  shewing,  in  a  succeeding  passage,  the  alleged  brief  of  capimlation,  00  which  it 
justified,  the  subsequent  barbarity  of  the  tyrant  towards  the  general,  and  hit  brave  and  equally 
unfortunate  companions  in  arms. 

The  supposed  articles  of  capitubtion  bear  internal  evidence  of  misrepreteotation ;  atipuSa. 
tiont  which  a  Briton  could  not  condescend  to  ask,  nor  the  decent  pride  of  a  soldier  peram 
him  to  accept ;  stipulations  which  would  not  be  offered  without  affront  to  a  generous  enemy, 
nor  required  by  the  basest ;  infcrriiig  such  a  condition  on  the  one  side,  as  to  preclude  the  veiy 
idea  of  stipulation  on  the  other.  If  no  faith  can  be  claimed  for  this  imtrument,  on  the  starte- 
ment  of  the  Sultaun,*  the  alleged  breach  of  it  wiU  not  be  found  to  stand  on  a  Ermcr  fouada- 
tioo. 

From  tint  evem  the  Sultaun  hastily  proceeds  to  the  deuit  of  the  operations  against  Man- 
galore^  less  successful  in  their  issue,  and  interrupted  at  an  interesting  crisis,  by  the  conclusion 
of  a  peace  between  the  British  and  the  French,  then  in  alliance  with  Hyder  AHy.  The 
mortification  expressed  on  this  unexpected  occurrence)  is  deep,  and  peculiarly  descriptive  of 
the  writer's  character,  position,  and  pro^cts. 

If  this  sketch  possess  not  the  literary  merit,  the  still  rarer  quality  of  fideTity,  or  the  win. 
■tng  recommendation  of  modesty,  discoverable  in  the  writings  of  those  eminent  persons  who 
are  the  historians  of  their  own  achievements,  it  is  not  without  a  character  of  its  own.  It 
bears  the  strong  features  of  an  ardent  but  irregular  mind,  seizing  and  representing  drctsm- 
ttances  on  its  own  impressions  ;  meaning,  ponibly,  to  give  a  tMChful  account  of  icansactions» 

•  This  fragment  is  taken  from  a  pubfi cation  of  the  select  correspondence  and  records 
•f  Tippcx)  Sultaun,  discovered  and  obtained  on  the  fall  of  Seringapatam.  The  present 
translation  of  these  original  amd  authentic  papers,  is  from  the  pen  of  a  gentLamaiift* 
which  Asiatic  Literature  is  indebted  for  much  of  its  celebrity  sind  cultivation,  aikd  xo 
which  the  interests  of  his  country  ace  even  more  singttlarly  indebted,  for  the  manifestatioa 
of  her  genius  and  policy,  and  the  assertion  of  her  rights,  at  the  principal  courts  of  India, 
through  the  only  medium  through  which  they  coukl  be  felt  or  understood,  or  adequately 
described  and  appreciated;  a  language,  until  this  day,  almost  exclusivelv  confined  vrithia 
the  walls  of  the  Hind«Btanei  palaces,  or  to  the  oabiMeu  of  the  curious,  but  now  4iffused, 
through  this  eminent  example  and  influence,  with  favourable  co-operative  causes,  throughout 
every  branch  of  the  company's  civil  and  military  establishment. 

The  Editor  will  have  an  ooportunitv,  in  a  succeeding  volume,  of  considering  the^  work 
before  hun  more  at  length,  and  of  confessing  bis  particuldi  obligations  to  it. 
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but  deceived,  not  unfrequendy,  hy  the  influence  of  iu  pistions.  What  it  may  want  togtace 
or  order,  it  more  than  compensated  by  the  rapidity  of  iu  relation,  and  the  energy  of  iu  styk. 
It  is  a  picture  dra^vn  by  a  lively,  but  heated  imagination,  bold  in  design,  and  spirited  in  exe- 
cution, but  not  every  where  correct  in  the  outline,  nor  true  in  colouring. 


''  A  discharge  of  artillery  and  mus- 
quetry  succeeded,  which    occaftiQafd 
the  loss  of  a  few  of  those  who  looked 
on.    Then  the  troops  of  th6  Usud- 
Ilhye,  and  the  French  people,  ad  vane* 
ing  on    eath  side  of  the  road,   gave 
another  discbarge  of  rousquet ry.    Im- 
mediately  on  hearing  this  discharge, 
I   (being  then  seated  at  the  distance  of 
a  hundred    yards)    advanced  rapidly 
with  a  divisioQ,  when  about  sixty  c^ 
the  English  people  were  sent  to  hell. 
Tb^  rest  being  pursued,   left  behind 
them  the  two  guns  they  had  previously- 
seized  on  ;     and   thus  the  aforesaid 
Nazarenes  were  driven  back,  discom- 
fited, and  disheartened,  to  (the  posi- 
tion   occupied    by)     their    worthless 
Iedd^r»  who  thereupon,  with  all  bis 
forces^  soQght  (refuge  in)  the  fori  and 
batteries.    Writings  of  the  said  worth- 
less leader  were  found  in  the  pockets 
of  four  of  the  English  Sirdars,  (or 
officers)  who  were  among  the  slain. 
Qn    this    day  abont    three    hundred 
Nazarenes  were  made  prisoners,  and 
twenty  guns  taken.     On  the  second, 
or  following  day,  I  myself,  taking  two 
thousand  light  ti;oops  with  me, attacked 
and  gained  possession  of  a  large  powder 
magazine  at  some  distance  ftom  the 
fort,  and  of  a  magazine  of  grain,  close 
to  it.     Six  hours  after  the  capture  of 
these  two  places,  the  enemy  sent  about 
four  thousand  men  to  attack  ns.    This 
force  advanced  by  a  concealed  route, 
(or  secretly)  an  action  ensued  between 
them  and  the  Usud-Ilhye  army,  in 
which  both  parties,  passing  from  the 
fire  of  musquetry,  fought  with  the  bay- 
onet and  sword.     Qn  this  occasion, 
also,  about  two  hundred  of  the  good 
for  nothing  people  were  sent  to  hell, 
A  few  persons,  too,  of  the  army  of 
Ahmedy  Sircar  tasted  the  sherbet  of 
martyrdom ;  and  one  RisMadIr,  after 
being  wounded,  was  carried  off  by  the 
Nazarenes. 

*'  The  third  day  I  had  all  the  pow- 
der and  grain  removed  from  the  said 
magazines,  and  lodged  in  a  place  of 


safety.  On  the  same  day,  the  Na- 
zarenes set  fire  Co  the  palace  of  the 
rajah,  and  to  ten  or  twelve  other 
noble'  buildings ;  keeping  up,  also, 
such  a  fire  (firom  their  guns),  that 
there  was  not  a  span*s  space  of  the 
wail,  (of  the  outer  town)  which  was 
not  reached  by  their  shot. 

"  On  the  fourth  day,  carrying  00 
my  approaches  in  front  of  the  I^rid 
Imi^ret,  apd  in  front  oi  the  mosque, 
and  by  two  other  sides,  I  erected 
batteries  close  to  the  fort,  in  which  I 
placed  some  large  guns,  which  I  had 
caused  to  be  removed  from  the  walb 
of  the  city. 

*'  The  Nazarenes  had  conveyed  into 
the  fort,  from  the  different  magazines, 
(of  the  oily)  about  fifty  thousand  shot, 
and  a  vast  quantity  of  powder ;  the 
remainder  consistmg  of  about  two 
hundred  thousand  shot,  one  hundred 
thousand  quintals  of  lead,  and  five 
hundred  thousand  quintals  of  powder, 
besides  an  innumerable  quantity  of 
other  stores,  fell  into  our  hands. 

*'  Having  next  fixed  on  a  high  spot, 
I  caused  batteries  to  he  constructed  and 
mounted  with  guns,  at  the  sight  of 
which,  the  Nazarenes,  without  reli- 
gion, opened  a  very  heavy  fire.  When 
the  said  Nazarenes  became  tired,  (of 
firing)  the  batteries  of  the  Usud-Ilhyc 
opened  their  fire,  discharging  from  four 
to  five  thousand  shot  ;  and  in  this 
manner  did  the  firing  continue  on  the 
part  of  the  Usud-Ilhye  Sircar,  for  hve 
or  six  days.  As  to  the  Nazarenes, 
they  did  not  fire  a  single  shot  from  the 
fort  on  the  second  day.  What  Gre 
they  kept  up  was  on  the  first  day, 
the  reason  ai  which  was  this :  the  firs 
from  without  was  so  hot,  that  no  crea- 
ture within  the  fort  dur^t  approach 
their  jguns,  (for  the  piupose  of  work- 
ing them)  while  general  Matthews, 
(the  name  of  tbeir  worthless  leader) 

causing  a ——to  be  made,  crept  or 

slunk  into  the  same.  There  was  not, 
in  short,  a  span*s  space  throughout 
the  fort  of  the  Usud-Ilhye  the  guns  did 
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not  reach,  or  where  the  blood  of  the 
Nazarenes  was  not  spilt. 

*'  On  the  fifth  day,  the  Nazareoes, 
during  a  storm  of  rain,  rushed  from 
a  concealed  place,  and  attacked  our 
entrench  ments,  but  the  Ahmedy 
troops  being  on  their  guards  the  infi- 
dels were  repulsed  at  the  point  of  the 
tword  and  bayonet,  many  of  them 
being  seized  by  the  legs,  and  in  that 
condition  thrown  by  the  people  of  the 
Sircar,  into  the  trenches.  The  rest 
kaving  their  woonded  behind  them, 
fled  in  confusion  into  the  fort. 

*'  After  this,  I  pushed  on  my 
approaches  before  the  gate  of  the  fort, 
and  on  every  other  side  still  tiearer, 
and  caused  such  a  fire  of  musquetry 
to  be  kept  up,  that  not  a  single  man 
of  the  Nazarenes,  within  the  fort, 
durst  ascend  the  walls  or  come  near 
their  guns.  In  this  manner  did  the 
Nazarenes  altogether  make  three  sal- 
lies, in  considerable  force,  but  were 
each  time  repulsed  with  great  loss,  and 
compelled  to  slink  back  like  mice, 
into  the  fort.  Thus  did  hostilities  coo- 
liDue  during  ten  day?.  On  the  ele- 
venth day  the  Nazarenes  begged  for 
quarter,  and  sent  me  the  draft  of  terms 
of  capitulation,  consisting  of  the  seven 
following  articles  : 

'^  Article  1.  Neither  tl>e  troops  of 
the  Sircar,  of  the  Usud-Ilhye,  nor  the 
inhabitants  (Ryots)  of  the  country  of 
the  jBircar,  shall,  after  we  evacuate 
the  fort,  spit  in  our  faces^  or  abuse  us 
or  wonnd  us. 

"  Article  2.  Let  our  private  property 
he  left  to  us  ;  and  let  guns,  musquets, 
money,  goods,  military  stores,  &c.  be 
taken  by  the  Sircar. 

"  Article  3.  Whatever  mon^y,goods, 
or  cattle,  belonging  ta  the  Sircar,  may 
be  in  our  possession,  we  will  deliver 
up  the  same  ;  and  if  we  should  take 
with  us  to  the  value  of  the  danm  or 
dirm  of  money  or  goods  ;  and  if, 
upon  search  by  the  people  of  the 
Sircar,  any  thing  of  the  kind  should 
be  found  upon  us,  we  consent  to  be 
considered  criminal.  Inflict  (in  that 
case)  whatever  punishment  you  please 
upon  us. 

'*  Article  4.  Let  as  havt  a  safe 
^l^rdtotheseaside. 


''  Article  5,  Let  some  ships  of  the 
Sircar  be  lent  to  us  (for  conveying  us 
home):  and  let  us  be  favoured  with 
grain  and  other  articles  of  provision, 
by  the  Sircdr,  at  a  fixed  price.  After 
we  arrive  at  our  own  place,  the  amount 
of  the  price  of  the  same  shall  t>e  sent. 

^'  Article  6.  Ships  to  be  furnished  for 
the  conveyance  of  whatever  number 
of  men  shall  (chuse  to)  embark.  But 
those  who  may  not  consent  (or  like) 
to  embark  on  board  of  ship,  shall  be 
dispatched  by  land  Co  Bombay,  under 
an  escort. 

"Article  7.  Two  Sirdars  (i, e.  offi- 
cers of  rank)  of  the  Sircar,  shall 
remain  with  us  as  hostages,  until  our 
embarkation ;  and  two  Nazarene  Sir-* 
dars  to  remain  with  the  Sircar.  When- 
ever the  Srrdars  of  the  Sircar  shall  re- 
turn to  the  presence,  the  two  Nazarene 
Sirdars  shall  be  dispatched  (or  sent 
back  to  us).** 

'*  I  agreed  to  these  proposals,  and 
according  to  the  request  of  the  Naza- 
renes, caused  two  treaties,  one  in  Per- 
sian, and  the  other  in  Knglishi  to  be 
drawn  up  ;  to  which  were  afHxed  my 
seal  and  signature,  and,  in  like  man»> 
ner,  the  seal  and  signature  of  the 
Nazarenes.  One  of  the  treaties  was 
kept  by  the  Sircar,  and  the  other  was 
given  to  the  Nazarenes.  The  follow- 
ing morning,  the  Nazarenes  preparing 
or  assembling,  all  their  people  within 
the  fort,  loaded  such  parts  of  the 
Tosheh-khineh  of  the  Sircar,  as  con- 
sisted of  specie,  on  mules,  horses,  and 
bullocks,  bearing  the  mark  of  the 
Sircar,  and  distributed  the  rest  of  the 
articles  amongst  their  people,  after 
which  they  came  out  of  the  fort  5  on 
passing  the  gate,  the  worthless  chief 
of  the  Nazarenes,  first  drawing  his 
sword,  delivered  up  the  same  with  his 
own  hand,  after  whiph,  all  the  rest, 
amounting  to  about  two  thousand  two 
hundred  Nazarenes,  and  ten  thousand 
infantry,  native  troops,  grounded  their 
arms,  and  proceeded  to  the  encamp- 
ment assigned  them  without  the  city. 
The  next  day,  sending  for  Matthews, 
(the  name  of  their  worthless  leader) 
and  their  other  worthless  commanders, 
I  demanded  of  them,  whether   the 
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treaty  which  they  had  executed  the 
preceding  day,  was  right,  (or  valid)  or 
not  right.  To  this  they  all  answered, 
that  oo  that  point  there  was  not  any 
doubt,  and  that  the  treaty  was  right 
(or  valid).  Hereupon  I  sent  to 
them  about  twenty  principal  men  and 
Sirdars*  of  the  Sircar,  through  whom 
I  thus  interrogated  them  : 

"  *  What  is  the  reason  that  contrary 
to  the  treaty,  you  have  taken  with  you 
the  nruKiey*  and  goods,  (of  the  Sircar) 
and  ako  the  prisoners  made  by  you  in 
the  Sircar*8  country,  dressing  them  up 
in  your  own  apparel }  What  is  the 
reason  that  you  have  loaded  cattle, 
beariog  the  nftark  of  the  Sircar,  with 
specie,  and  carried  the  same  away  ? 
Finally,  why  at  the  time  of  your  eva- 
cuating the  fort,  did  you  di«itribute 
among  yonr  people  the  Tosheh-kh^- 
neb  of  the  Sircar  V 

"  Their  answer  (to  these  demands) 
was,  that  they  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  matter,  and  that  if  the  Sircar  had 
any  suspicions,  and  did  not  put  trust 
in  their  declaration,  a  search  might  be 
ordered  by  the  Sircar.  To  this  1  re- 
plied, through  the  Sirdars,  that  it  would 
be  best  for  them  to  issue  positive  orilers 
to  their  people  to  deliver  up  to  the 
Sfftar,  whatever  coint-d  money  of  the 
Snrcar  captives  made  in  the  terriforiea 
of  the  Sircar,  or  cattle,  goods,  ace. 
chey  had  taken  with  (hem.  In  reply 
to  this,  they  declared  that  neither 
tiiemsdves,  nor  any  of  tlieir  pcoj)le, 
had  a  single  dauin,  or  dirm,  (fanh*ng) 
or  retained  a  single  hair  of  any  inlia- 
bttant  of  this  country ;  proposing,  at 
the  same  time,  that  a  guard  of  the 
Sircar  should  be  placed  over  them, 
and  that  a  search  should  be  made,  and 
(every  thing)  taken  (that  might  be 
^ond).  After  much  ;iltercati()n  on 
their  part,  the  Sirdars  of  the  Usud- 


Ilhye,  took  fhmi  them,  and  brought 
(to  me)  a  writing  to  the  above  effect : 
Hereupon  I  dii>misaed  the  accursed, 
worthless  Sirdars,  and  on  the  second 
(or  following)  day,  having  surrounded 
them  with  guards,  I  caused  them  to 
march  from  tl)e  encampment  they 
then  occupied  to  the  vicinity  of  ano- 
ther spot  (which  had  been  appropriated 
by  them)  as  a  burying  grouiKl.  The 
Sirdars  of  tlie  Sircar,  placing  thero- 
aelves  in  tiie  road,  examined  them  one 
by  one,  as  they  passed,  live  accursed 
ones  were,  in  consequence,  found  to 
have  concealed  in  every  seam  of  their 
clothes,  Hydcry  boons,  (pagodas) 
and  jewels.  They  had  also  matie  holes 
in  sheeps  heads,  which  they  bad  filled 
with  pagodas ;  some  had  concealed 
.pagodas  in  loaves  of  bread  ;  others 
within  Hukha  snakes,  and  Hukha  bott 
toms  ;  while  several  had  even  resorted 
to  the  most  indelicate  means  of  con- 
cealment, all  of  which  were  detected 
by  sweepers  and  other  Samries,  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  by  the  Siicar. 
Many  young  people  also,  male  and 
female,  natives  of  the  country  of  the 
Sircar,  were  found  disguised  in  the 
dress  (of  the  Nazarenes).  These 
captives  of  their  own  accord,  set  up 
a  loud  cry,  (by  which  means)  about 
five  hundred  were  discovered.  The 
seaich  being  over,  I  liad  the  wt>rthlets 
Sirdars  placed  separately,  the  Nazi- 
rene  people  separately,  and  the  other 
infidels  separately,  and  as  they  bad  not 
acted  conformably  with  their  written 
^gagements,  I  made  the  whole  pri- 
soners, and  distributed  them  through- 
out the  country.  During  the  inves- 
tigation, ten  or  twelve  Mussulman 
women  (Syeds  and  Slinikhs)  who  had 
been  made  captives  or  slaves,  by  the 
infidel  Nazarenes  at  Surat,  and  in  Ben- 
gal, were  found  among  their  people. 


*  The  whole  prttext  for  a  breach  of  capitu'ation,  restf,  as  ir  appears,  on  a  forced 
construction,  which  Tippoo  a(I«cu  to  put  on  the  'id  Arti.  le.  The  Money  *'•  tieloagiDg 
to  the  Sircar,*  (the  words  of  ihe  article)  tantamount,  in  EnglUh.  to  pul>hc  or  govern- 
ment money,  he  converts,  by  a,  mere  quibble,  Into,  the  coin  of  the  govern'Tient,  as  if 
l^eral  Matthews  ha^^  stiptiUted  to  give  up,  not  only  the  pub!ic  property,  Imt  coin  of 
every  deseriptton,  bearing  thestimp  of  the  Mysore  mint,  whether  it  thuolii  be  public 
or  private  property  ;  an  interprecmtion  not  warranted  by  the  letter  of  the  article,  nor  by 
the  custom  of  war  in  similar  cases.  In. this  principal  way,  and  possibly,  also,  by  a  fao- 
QtoJ  arti^,  does  the  Suluuo  seek,  but  vainly,  to  justify  the  intuimao  treatment  d  his 
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Tbew  persons  being  likewise  sepa- 
rated  from  the  Nazarenes,  and  reslored 
to  their  freeducu,  were  permiiied  to 
depart. 

"  After  {■  h,  pa<?sing  the  Ghautg. 
I  proceed  d  bvtiveor  six  days'  marcbes, 
to  fori  Kuria -Bunder,  (Mangalore) 
which  is  an  ejiccLent  fortress,  erecred 
by  the  Ahmedy  Sircar,  aiul  on  which, 
10  the  course  of  fivo  and  twenty  year*, 
about  twenty  larks  of  rupees  have 
been  exj>enc*ed.  An  ungrateful  r(»gne, 
who  had  been  honon^d  with  the  govern- 
ment of  it,  had  invitetl  ilie  Nazarenes, 
and  delivered  it  up  lo  ihem.  Here  i 
arrived,  and  on  the  si^cond  (or  fol- 
lowing) day.  after  crossing  nnrtlher 
Ghaut,  (or  pass)  sitliated  twocoss  on 
ibis  side  of  the  said  fort,  encamped 
near  the  city.  The  worthless  Nhza- 
rene,  who  commanded  in  the  fort,  had 
elected  a  battery  of  heavy  guns,  on 
ao  eminence  near  the  fort,  in  which 
were  placed  about  three  hundred  Na- 
zgrenes,  and  a  thousind  other  iroo()s. 
After  I  had  taken  up  my  position,  I 
dispatched  a  kushpon  lo  occupy  the 
town  ;  this  division,  passing  the  outer 
wall,  was  attacked  by  a  body  of  Na- 
zareoes,  posted  there  by  the  enemy, 
between  whom  and  my  people  a, 
sharp  conflict  was  maintained  till  even- 
ing. Having,  during  the  same  day, 
collected  the  necessary  materials  tor 
the  purpose,  1  erected  a  battery  in  the 
night,  opposite  to  that  of  the  Naza- 
renes,  in  which  I  placed  fifteen  guns, 
and  tending  a  storming  pany  of  two 
kusboons,  i  posted  them  in  a  hollow, 
where  they  remained  till  the  hour  of 
morning  prayer,  when,  after  firing  a 
volley,  (from  our  battery)  and  cry- 
ing out,  "  Allah  Yar,''  they  rushid 
forward,  and,  with  great  sluij^hter, 
drove  the  Nazarenes,  without  religion, 
from  the  euiineuce  they  occupied, 
taking,  aNo.  many  prisoners,  and  pur- 
sning  the  fugitives  lo  the  very  guios 
of  tlie  fort,  in  front  of  which  fuy 
people  maintained  themselves,  :i)l  suth 
time  as,  wiiii  the  divine  assistance, 
I  was  enabled  to  entrench  them.  In 
the  course  of  the  two  next  days,  every 
thing  being  prepared  for  the  purpuse, 
I  invested  the  place,  and  niounted  two 
batteries.     A  very  hot  lire  was  kept  up 


on  both  sides  the  6r9t  day.  On  the 
second  day,  the  gunner^  of  the  Hydery 
arniy  btrved  the  batteries  in  such  a 
manner,  that  ten  guns  of  the  fort  were 
dismounted  and  shattered  to  pieces, 
and  a  great  nun^ber  of  the  Nazarenet 
sent  to  hell.  In  the  end,  the  Naza- 
renes abandoned  all  their  guns,  and 
were  no  Ioniser  able  to  appear  on  the 
wails 3.  \^hile  I  had  two  or  three  other 
batteries  erected,  in  which  placing  six 
mortals,  I  cHUwed  large  stones  to  be 
thrown  from  them.  IlereuptMi  the 
Nazarenes,  without  religion,  dug  tren- 
ches within  the  fort,  linto  which  they 
slunk  (foi  shelter). 

*  In  t!  is  conjuncture,  the  rains  of 
that  country,  which  contloue  lor  sir 
months,  set  in.  At  the  end  ot'  two 
months,  I  had  carried  m/  approaches, 
notwithstanding  the  violence  of  the 
rains,  to  the  ditch  of  the  fort  -,  ki  the 
course  of  which  time,  the  besieged 
had  made  two  sallies,  at  the  hour  of 
midnight.  On  one  of  these  occa- 
sions, I  happened  to  be  seated  near 
the  trenches,  in  a  house  in  which  I  had 
taken  up  my  residence,  when  hearing 
a  more  continued  report  of  musquelrjr 
tlTan  usual,  I  hastened,  in  the  midst 
of  the  rain  and  darktiess  of  the  night, 
to  ihe  support  of  the  people  in  the 
trenches,  and  said  to  the  Sirdars  of  the 
Usad-llhye  army,  that  with  the  divine 
aid,  I  would,  the  following  day,  when 
the  sun  was  in  the  meridian,  (or  at 
twelve  o'clock)  c^t  off  the  heads  of 
the  infidels,  within  their  own  ditch 
and  batteries,  by  the  hands  of  my  foot 
troops,  and  in  this  manner,  retaliate 
therr  thief-like  action  of  cnmiiig 
against  us  in  the  night.  Accordingly, 
under  God's  ashisiance,  and  the  pro- 
tect ion  of  our  prophet,  I  formed  a 
party  of  30  Khsham  soldiers,  and  20 
other  persons  of  approved  courage, 
U'hich  dividing  into  two  bodies,  I  sent 
one  of  them,  consisting  of  2,5  men, 
in  noon  day,  against  the  gate  battery, 
and  the  otJier  25  men  into  the  ditch, 
wheie  each  party  falling  upon  the 
infidels,  without  religion,  they  cut  otf 
the  heads  of  about  f(irty  of  those 
impure  minded  (people).  Such  as 
escaped  tiie  edge  ot  the  sword,  falling 
into  the  ditch  and  other  places,  Ecd 
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like  cbickens,  and  crept,  for  conceal- 
ment, into  the  nearest  holes.  Th« 
Usud-IJhye  men,  resembling  lions, 
rciurned  with  tlie  prisQners  ihey  had 
made  in  safety.  In  tine,,  the  Naza- 
renes  were  reduced  to  such  straits  by 
our  fire,  that  they  no  sooner  saw  one 
of  the  Hydery  people  lift  a  rousquet 
to  his  shoulder,  than  they  would  take 
otF  their  bat^,  and  bow  to  him,  like 
an  ape. 

**  One  day  the  Nazarenes,  at  break  of 
day^  attacked  and  penetrated  into  tiie 
trenches  at  the  edge  of  the  ditcbv  I 
was  seated,  at  the  tittie,  in  my  quar- 
ters, having  just  performed  my  cus- 
tomary exercises,  when,  hearing  the 
noise  of  rousquetry  and  of  men,  I 
took  a  company  of  Usud-Ilhyes,  and 
ran  on  foot  to  the  trenches,  where  I 
found  the  Nazarenes  stanQing.  The 
Usud-Ilhye  j^eople,  instantly  attacking 
them  with  sword  and  bayonet,  sent 
several  of  them  to  hell,  and  made 
some  of  them  prisoners.  The  rem- 
nant of  the  sword  took  to  flight. 


*'  In  short,  during  three  months,  such 
was  the- slaughter  on  both  sides,  that 
the  trenches  exhibited  nothing  but  a 
mixture  of  mud  and  clay  with  the 
blcfod  and  flesh  of  men.  The  toes  of 
many  were  completely  rotted,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  excessive  rains,  and 
owing  to  the  mire  (in  the  midst  of 
wjiich  they  were  constantly  forced  to 
stand).  Often,  of  a  dark  night,  and 
wading  through  the  floods  occasioned 
by  the  heavy  rain  and  wind  (which 
here  always  exceed  any  thing  known 
in  other  parts  of  our  kingdom),  I  say, 
often  during  this  time,  have  I,  both  by 
night  and  day,  gone  the  rounds,  to  see 
that  the  necessary  \(^orks  were  properly 
carried  on,  and  that  the  Ahmedy  people 
were  duly  watchful.  In  consequence, 
it  happened  that  two  or  three  sirdars, 
and  others,  fell,  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  into  wells,  which  were  then 
quite  full,  and  became  martyrs,  >^ith- 
out  any  one's  knowing  of  the. accident. 
Moreover,  at  this  time,  the  water  lay 
on  the  ground  knee  deep.'* 


Engagement  entered  into  by  MsBn  Sadik.* 


"  He  Is  the  sultan  / 
^*  In  the  name  of  the  mcwt  merciful  God, 
"  May  God  preMTve  our  graciou*  soveietgn  !" 


I,  Meer  Mahommed  Sadik,  son  of 
Meer  Ali  Nuky,  servant  of  the  Kho- 
dadad  Sircar,  do  swear  by  God,  and 
engage  (to  which  engagement  God  and 
his  Prophet,  and  the  word  of  God, 
which  is  the  Imam  of  true  believers. 


are  witnesses)  to  perform  my  duty  t# 
my  lord  and  master  faithfully,  with  all 
my  heart,  and  wit.h  my  four  n)em- 
bers ;  that  is  to  say,  with  my  eyes, 
my  ears,  my  tongue,  and  ray  hands  :^ 
that  I  will  study  nothing  but  obedience 


•  This  record  shews  t)mt  the  person,  to  whom  it  relates,  had  possessed  an  office  of  great 
importance  under  Tippot  Sultavn^  (the  DewSn)  in  which  he  had  amassed  ceitain  wealth, 
and  had  been  suspecierl,  it  shcu!  I  seem;*  of  having  accumtilated  more.  He  had  hewi  for- 
hidden  the  Presence  for  three  years,  but  had  found  means  to  make  his  peace  by  a  promised 
disclosure  of  his  pr<Sperty;  and  on  that  condition  had  received  a  free  pardon.  The  oath 
imposed,  or  possibly  selfprescribed,  on  Meer  Sadik,  is  singular  and  noticeable.  The 
genera!  allegiance  of  a  subject  is  not  only  enjoined  by  ir,  but  the  most  minute  duties  are 
detailed  and  enforced  with  such  earnest  and  persevering  particularity,  as  if  the  perform, 
atice  6f  them  would  depend  more  on  the  exact  bpecification  of  their  pp.rts,  than  on  the 
bindinr  nature  of  the  oath,  and  the  spirit  with  which  it  is  taken.  It  is  a  comprehensive 
classification  of  tht*  functions  of  the  principal  organs  and  members  of  the  body,  and  an 
appropriation  of  tliem,  root  and  branch,  on  the  most  solemn  and  reiterated  imprecations, 
to  the  service,  and  nothing  but  the  service,  of  the  jealous  and  merciless  Sultaun.  This  W 
not,  perhaps,  an  ordinary  appeal,  a  mere  oarh  of  ofikc,  but  a  special  application  to  the 
conscience  of  the  swearer,  which  had  been  alrea  !y  tried,  and  had  not  been  restrained  by  a 
common  fence.  This  oath  m^y  have  been  equalled,  in  the  solemnity  and  diversity  of 
attestation,  by  Eraulfua's,  and  by  syaie  eilbrts,  of  a  simUar  aature,  of  the  primitvb'e  church. 
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to  my  lord  artd  master,  and  never  act, 
in  any  instance,  contrary  to  my  duty, 
or  to  his  interest.  And  (F  moreover 
promise)  to  communicate  whatever  I 
shall  hear  or  see  to  the  resplendent 
presence. 

If,  however,  (which  God  forbid !) 
I  shonld  happen  to  be  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  any  of  the  fbur  obligations, 
(above-mentioned)  or  of  the  obedience 
which  r  owe,  may  God,  the  most 
holy  and  omnipotent,  and  who^e  name 
is  the  Avenger,  overwhelm  me  and 
mine  with  ii\$  wralh,  and  utterly  de- 
stroy us ! 

According  to  the  prohibitions  in  the 
holy  word  of  God,  the  Almighty  has 
forbidden  eight  things  •   those  (eiglu) 
crimes,  by   the  blessing  of  the    con- 
fession of  faith,  I  will  reprobate  and 
put  from  me,  even  as   (I  would)   the 
devil.     I  will  moreover,  in  conformity 
with  the  holy  word>  not  only  zealously 
discharge  my  duty,  on  all  occasioiiii, 
to  his  majesty,  my  lord  and   master, 
but  also  labour  to  promote  and  main- 
tain the  concord  and  union  of'  the  peo- 
ple of  Islam,  or  those  who  (are  accus- 
tomedto)  repeat  the  confession  of  f.ith. 
If  (which   God  forbid!)    any  act, 
forbidden  by  the  holy   words,  sho.dd 
come  to  my  knowledge,  I  will  drive 
the  unworthy  person,  committing  the 
same,  from   among  the  people  of  Is- 
lam ;  for  the  most  glorious  and   high 
God  has  declared,  that  \v  hosoever  com- 
mits one  of   the  eight   sins,    above- 
mentioned,    is    the  son  of    rejertirm. 
And   I   am   descer.ded,  on  both  sides, 
and  through   three   genenitions,  ft^m 
nobles  and  Siyuds  of  ile  tribe  of  Ko- 
leish,  and  of  the  Mahommedan  reli- 
gion, and  am  true  and  faithful  both  in 
»ODgue  and  hand 

And   1  declare,  under  the  aforesaid 
solemn    sanctions,    that    except    the 


wealth  of  my  royal  master,  the  shadow 
of  G(*d,  at  the  time  of  his  becon)ing 
a  servant  of  the  Khod^d^d  Sircar,  your 
slave  was  possessed  of  three  pngodas. 
After  becoming  the  servant  of  the  Sir- 
car, (the  centre  of  bounty)  I  sent  for 
my  family,  who  possessed  in  jewels, 
&c.  about  three  thousand  rupees.  Since 
that  time,  your  slave,  who  is  always 
ready  to  sacrifice  his  life  in  your  n)ajes- 
ty*s  service,  sweats  by  the  book  of 
God,  (witness  God,  and  the  Prophet 
of  God !)  that  all  he  has  acquired  in 
cattle,  arms,  eiFecis,  dothes,  and  ves- 
sels of  brass,  jewels,  money,  and 
presents,  from  his  lord  and  master, 
including  profit  and  original  property, 
as  above  stated,  amounts,  ift  all,  to 
about  1 ,08,200  rupees  ;  out  of  which 
sum  he  expended,  during  the  three 
years  that  he  laboured  under  your  ma- 
jesty's displeasure,  and  confined  him- 
self to  his  own  house,  about  15,000 
rupees.  There  consoquenlly  ren:aiii 
03,200  rupees,  as  detailed  in  the  sub- 
joined staiement. 

I  swear  by  the  book  of  jGod,  and 
by  the  words  of  the  Pr.phet,  (hat  your 
slave  represents  his  true  sltumion:  but 
if  he  bhould  (be  suspected  to)  !)nve 
embezzled  any  of  the  Sircar's  property, 
or  to  have  taken  from  any  asof,  niu- 
tusuddy,  amuldflr,  or  sevishtedar,  or  to 
have  done  injury  to  any  inhabitant  of 
the  Sircar,  let  orders  be  issued  from 
the  prescr.ce  full  of  splendour  (the 
shadow  of  God)  for  inquiry  lo  be  [liade 
therein  j  and  if  your  .slave  sIioulJ  be 
found  guil'.y,  lei  a  severe  punishment 
be  infiieted  on  the  unfa'iiitul  olit  iicter, 
(i.  e.  on  me.)  Let  him  be  i oiled  up 
in  a  0)at,  and  burt't,  and  let  his  dwel- 
ling and  fanniy  be  destroyed ;  hut 
though  your  sacred  majesty  should 
forgive,  God  will  surely  punish  that 
wicked  doer. 


tooonnect  and  keep  to^erher  its  newly-gathered  flock;  bur  the  penance,  tv!th  which  it  is 
»ccompanic<l,  it  a  discipline  too  refined  for  early  baibarism  unci  tanaticism  to  intlict  It  is 
J»»gu»ttnjT  to  behold  the  t:xi.ibition  itere  made,  in  the  pacification  of  a  prince,  by  means  so 
base  an!  dcgra<ling;  and  the  submission  of  a  n.blcman  of  jMire  blood,  on  bi^th  tides, 
throug^h  three  genciatltjnu  of  anc«:stois,  to  confcasion*.  »uiteti  i^rVly  lo  the  ir.ost  abject 
•J*tc  of  humanity,  f  :hc  \*.Tie«t  poverty  and  dtpendtiif  e,  nay  even  of  crime,  which  is  in 
the  R»n>^  breath 'for8\v«'rn,  and  of  the  hir.cn'tcr  of  him«.e'f  and  h:s  family  to  the  most 
^uel  and  ingenious  miMe  of  punr.luneLr.  at  !!  e  bare  huspicion  or  caprice  of  hh  tyr.^unical 
'^'■j*  If  the  servant  be  not  wor;hs  of  tu.:»  a  Master— the  master,  giving  credif  to  hiisiu- 
!  picioas,  is  certainlv  deiervin?  of  such  a  servant  i 
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From  the  beginning  of  hit  service^ 
your  slave  has  not  given  a  farthing 
to  any  ot  bis  relations ;  and  in  your 
slave's  houbc,  marriage  ceremonies 
have  seldom  exceeded  five  and  twenty 
rupees^  and  at  no  time  one  thousand 
rupees.  Your  slave's  pay  was  twelve 
hundred  rupees  per  month ;  in  lieu  of 
half  of  which  your  majesty  graciously 
conferred  upon  him  a  jai^eer  of  three 
thousand  pagodas.  Of  this,  whatever 
I  have  spent,  I  have  spent ;  the  re- 
mainder is  ready  to  be  laid,  together 
with  my  life  and  heart,  an  humble 
sacrifice  at  your  sacred  and  august  feet. 

All  former  crimes  of  this  devoted 
slave,  my  royal  lord  and  master  has, 
through  his  abundant  generosity,  fa- 
vour, and  protection,  forgiven  ;  but  if, 
hereafter,  1  should  receive  any  bribes, 
or  commit  any  (other)  misdemeanour 
in  the  (management  of  the)  country 
of  the  Khodadad  Sircar,  the  aforesaid' 
oath  will  be  binding  on  me.  And  I 
will  perform  the  duties  of  my  station 
with  heart,  soul,  and  fidelity;  and 
never  be  neglectful  of,  or  deficient  in, 
the  same.  To  this  engagement,  God 
and  the  Prophet  of  Grod  are  witnesses  ; 
and  if  I  act  contrary  thereto,  I  shall 
be  obnoxious  to  the  wrath  of  the 
throne  of  vengeance.  And  the  speci- 
fication of  my  duties,  according  to  the 
four  above-mentioned  members^  is  as 
follows : 

1st.  As  to  the  duty  of  the 
eyes. —  I  will  not  authorize,  by  any 
sign  made  by  my  eyes,  any  embezzle- 
ment of  the  property  of  the  S'rcar  ; 
and  if  any  one  should,  to  my  know- 
ledge, do  atiy  thing  prejudicial  to  the 
affiirn  and  propter ly  ti  the  Sircar,  I 
will  not  wink  thereat,  but  will  forbid 
the  same,  and  report  it  to  the  exalted 
piesence. 

2d.  As  to  the  duty  of  the  ears. — If 
any  person  ahoukl  utter  expri  «^ion>,  (  f 
a  ireasonabie  nature,  or  piejutlicJal  to 
the  wealth  or  afiairs  of  tiie  Khodadad 
Sircar,  or  act  seditioubly,  and  the  same 
should  conje  to  my  b^c^rin-j;,  I  will  not 
remain  silent,  but  will  forbd  and  pu- 
nish I  he  otlenc  ,  and  aho  report  it  to 
the  exalted  presetKre. 

3i\    As  to  the  duty  of  the  tongue.*— 


to  the  due  management  of  the  affun 
of  the  Khodadad  Sircar*  whether  oov 
or  hereafter,  and  in  which  the  interest, 
glory,  and  prosperity  of  your  majesty 
may  be  concerned,  it  (i.  e.  my  tongue) 
shall  be  ever  actively  employed,  u 
long  as  it  retains  motion  ;  nor  shall  it 
fail,  at  any  time,  to  make  all  neces- 
sary communications  to  the  preseoct 
full  of  splendour. 

4th.  As  to  the  duty  of  the  hands  — 
That  is  to  say,  the  ei)emles  of  mj 
royal  lord  and  master,  I  will  kill  with 
sword  and  pen,  and  njost  certainij 
will  never  neglect  any  opportUDity  ot 
destroying  his  enemies  with  sword  aoi 
pen  :  I  will,  moreover,  commauicatc 
all  such  transactions  to  the  respleo- 
dent  presence,  in  ray  own  haini- 
writing  J  and  I  will,  likewi^^,  write 
out  all  abstr.Kt  accounts  with  my  own 
hand.  I  will,  in  fine,  in  all  a&rrs, 
be  loyal  with  my  four  members,  at^d 
omit  or  neglect  nothing  which  csobe 
accomplished  by  them.  | 

Particulars    (or  inventoiy)  of  \k 
above-mentioned  sum    of  one   hd  I 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  rupees: 

Deduct,     expended   during 
my  disgrace,  and  retire- 
ment to  my  own  house  -      J  5/0) 
Remains  -     93,i00 


In  jewels,  being  presents 
graciously  bestowed  by 
the  Khodadad  Sircar,  about 
rupees 20,001 

Furniture  of  the  Asboor- 
kh^neh,  carpets,  kunps, 
&c.  about     -----      5,000 

Jewels  and  pearls  of  your 
majesty's  female  slaves, 
about 3,000 

Gold    ornaments,      (weight 

2,000  pagodas)    value    -       b-OOO; 

Sllv»«r  plate,    (4,000  rupees' 

weight)  value  -     -     -    -      3fJ00' 

Copper  and  brasn  vessels,  &c. 

about 2iB0 

Arrtjs,  one  hundred  ami  fif- 
teen articles  j  viz.  for  Bar- 
gc^rs,  one  hundred  tre- 
I(H:ks :  your  slave's  owa 
arms   (a»  sword>,  pistois, 
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Tents,  and  new  wearing  ap- 
parel, (exclusive  of  old 
clothes)  about      -     -     - 

Hories,  camels,  cattle  for 
the  plough,  sheep,  &c.    - 

Ready  money,  in  specie, 
about     .----- 

Priceof  limber  in  store  -   - 


N\B.  The  foregoing   articles  have 
,        beep  set  down  at  about  twelve  rupees 
4,000     above  their  real  value. 

[Written  on  Wednesday,  the  tenth 
30,000    of  the  month   Hydery,  year  ShudaH, 
1226,  from  the  birth  of  Mahommed, 
15,200     in  the  band  writing  ot  Meer  Sadik.] 
0,500 


Tour  to  Lahore. 


From  the  manuscript  notes  of  an  officer  of  the  Bengal  army,  made  from  actuAl  observation, 
during  a  late  tour  through  the  Punjab  to  Lahore;  and  affordio^,  among  much  va  uable 
matter,  some  illustrations  of  the  character  and  manners  of  the  Sik*hs. 


On  the  15th  April  last,  I  crossed 
the  Jumna,  at  Rejenore  G!:aut,  seven 
coss  from  Saharanpore,  in  company 
with  a  large  kafila  of  Sik^'hs,  returning 
from  the  Hardoar  Mela  ;  and  arrived 
at  the  town  of  Borea,  situated  in  the 
Doab,  that  part  of  the  frontier  so 
called  from  lying  between  the  rivers 
Jumna  and  Sut ledge.  I  was  much 
gratified  with  the  general  appearance 
of  the  country,  then  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  affording  satisfactory  proof 
)f  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  industry 
)f  the  people.  I  was  no  less  pleased 
vith  the  kind  reception  I  experienced 
Vom  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
^rea  -,  who  all  assembled  near  my 
ent,  to  gratify  their  curiosity  with  the 
lovel  and  extraordinary  sight  of  an 
'European.  Many  of  the  J;iutnee  ladies, 
/ives  of  the  royuts,  begged  leave  to 
e  introduced  to  my  presence,  and 
very  look  and  gesture  testified  their 
irprise.  They  stood  near  me,  I  mghed ' 
eanily  at  my  appearance,  and  made 
multitude  of  inquiries.  They  a^ked 
je  if  I  did  not  wear  a  hat  j  if  ever  I 
snlured  to  expose  my  face  to  the  sun, 
r  if  I  always  staid  within  doors,  or 
lOved  abo  It  under  cover  ?  whether 
le  table  which  was  pi «;  ed  in  my 
nt,  was  that  I  slept  upt)i»  ?  (although 
y  cat  was  close  beside  it,  bwt  with 
e  curtains  down.)  They  took  a  par- 
rular  survey  of  the  cot,  looked  at 
e  bed  clothes,  and  curtains :  they 
sn  examined  the  lining  of  the  tent, 
:.  &c.  at  all  which  they  seemed 
eatly  surprised  and  delighted.  Cu- 
isity  is  one  of  the  strongest  passions 


of  the  fair  sex,  whether  in  Europe  or 
in  India  3  and  you  may  judge  how 
much  the  Jautnee  ladies  were  gratified 
on  this  occasion,  by  their  exclamation, 
that  God  had  been  very  kind  in  indul- 
ging them  with  so  wonderful  a  sight 
as  an  European,  which  they  considered 
as  equal  to  the  two  other  great  gifts  of 
heaven,  namely,  the  sun  and  moon. 
This  ludicrous  comparison,  the  ladies 
probably  intended  as  a  compliment  to  . 
me  ;  though  it  must  be  ascribed,  in 
some  measure,  to  their  fondness  for 
hyperbole,  which  1  had  frequent  op- 
portunities to  remark.  They  were  all 
of  pleasing  appearance,  witli  mild 
regular  features,  and  olive  complexion, 
agreeably  contrasted  by  beautiful,  well- 
arranged,  white  teeth ;  for  which  all 
the  natives  of  the  Punjab,  both  men 
and  women,  are  remarkable.  Neither 
pawn  nor  the  beede  nut  grow  in  any 
part  of  this  country  ;  and  the  lips  and 
teeth  of  the  natives  are  unstained  by 
the  use  of  these  luxuries,  which  give 
so  disgusting  an  appearance  to  the 
mouths  of  many  other  Asiatics. 

The  people  were  well  dressed,  and 
bore  every  appearance  of  health,  ease, 
and  contentment ;  the  efifects  of  a  just 
and  good  government,  to  which  the 
inhabitants  of  those  districts  are  happily 
subject  J  and,  in  proof  of  this  obser- 
vation, I  may  mention  that,  during 
the  whole  course  of  my  inquiries,  I 
heard  not  one  cause  of  complaint. 
The  cultivators  are  assessed  to  the 
amount  of  one  half  of  the  produce  of 
their  crops,  which  is  paid  in.  kind  to 
the  chief,  as  money  currency  Is  ?ery 
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J  i  mi  ted  throne;hout  the  Punjab.  Al- 
though that  is  the  general  rate  o(  a»- 
gessjnent,  yet  every  allowance  is  made 
to  the  cnlti^  ator  for  unfavourable  sea- 
sons, and  cverjF  species  of  oppression 
carefully  cjuarded  against  by  the  chief, 
who,  although  he  is  absolute,  rules 
with  such  moderation  and  jn«j(ice, 
that  he  is  beloved  and  revered  by  his 
people,  whose  happiness  he  studies  to 
promote.  Though  *  vested  with  un- 
controlled power,  his  administration 
of  justice  is  mild  and  equitable.  He 
seldom  dooms  to  death  even  for  mur- 
der :  so  lenient  is  the  system  of  polijy, 
that  crimes  of  that  heinous  nature  are 
punished  by  the  temporary  imprison- 
ment of  the  criminal,  by  corpora! 
chastisement,  and  confiscation  of  pro- 
perty of  every  denomination,  which 
the  chief  converts  to  his  own  use.  All 
offences,  whether  murder  or  the  slight- 
est misdemeanor,  are  under  the  cog- 
nizance of  the  kotewall,  wtio  submits 
a  detail  ofall  the  cases  that  come  be- 
fore him  to  the  chief,  by  whom  alone 
punishments  are  awarded,  agreeable 
to  his  will.  This  system  of  judicial 
administration  seems  to  have  a  happy 
effect,  insomuch  that  capital  crimes 
are  rarely  perpetrated,  and  the  police 
in  the  different  towns  is  so  well  regu- 
lated that  persons  of  all  nations  enter 
them  with  confidence,  and  meet  with 
no  molestation  while  they  remain. 
The  san)e  attention  is  shewn  to  an 
English  gentleman  as  in  our  own  ter- 
ritory, by  the  kotewall,  who  readily 
sends  the  usoal  sup|)!;es  of  provisioo, 
an'i  for  which  he  uill  receive  no  pny- 
menl.  He  also  fuinihhes  a  gu^rd  of 
Chokeed.iTs  at  night. 

The  town  of  Borea  nnd  the  adjoining 
districts  were  iiuIepencJent  of  rajah 
Runjeit  Sirsg,  at^the  time  I  allude  to. 
The  Mihiibiiants  of  that  tract  of  coun- 
try are  Doih  Sir.^'i^  ruul  Sik'hs.  The 
Su'^h^.  or  Lions  nre  pr^>vv^^]ytcs  of 
GooiDOgob.nd  Sii  t^!i,  a  lepu  ed  s;  int, 
w!i«/ii\fdin  tLe  rtijj"  of  Aiu'"»j  rheer, 
andd.c'nie'i  hin  suii  to  .he  v\(>r;d  .':s 
tbc  coiiverjf  ro?  ou  n  into  liens.  They 
are  .ill  soldi  rs  j  but  Oooioogobind 
Singh  was  uot  a  Singh  hirasel  .     Nei- 


ther the  time  nor  manner  of  his  death 
IS  noticed  in  any  record^  nor  in  any 
traditional  account. 

A  Sik'h  w  ishing^o  beconie  a  Sin^, 
finds  no  ditBeulty  in  accomplishing  his 
proselytisra.  He  goes  to  the  AkaJees, 
or  priests  of  the  sect,  at  Amrutsur,  who 
ask  him  if  he  w'whes  to  become  aeon;- 
vert  to  their  persuasion,  and  if  so,  to 
produce  proofs  of  h\f  determination  j 
upon  which  the  convert  breaks  with  his 
own  hands,  the  zunar,  the  small  thread, 
or  cord,  worn  across  the  shoulders  by 
most  of  the  Hindoo  sects,  and  after 
the  performance  of  certain  ceremonies, 
he  is  given  to  drink  a  sherbet  made  of 
sugar  and  water,  from  the  hand  of  an 
Akalee.  After  this  initiation,  he  never 
shaves  his  beard,  nor  cuts  his  hair,  and 
ought  not,  according  to  a  rigorous  ob- 
servance of  the  doctrines,  to  pair  his 
nails,  but  that  is  di<;pensed  with,  thoogb 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  lawgiver. 
Now  become  a  Singh,  !)e  is  heterodox, 
and  distinct  from  the  Piindoos,by  whom 
he  is  considered  as  an  apostate.  He  is 
not  restricted  in  his  diet,  but  is  allow- 
ed, by  the  tenets  of  his  new  religion, 
to  devour  whatever  food  bis  appetite 
may  prompt,  excepting  beef.  He  is 
allowed  also  to  drink  every  kind  of  li- 
quor, such  as  the  Singhs.  The  Sik'fas 
are  those,  who  (if  originally  Hindoos,) 
together  with  the  peculiar  tenets  aod 
observances  prescribed  to  the  sect  by 
its  founder,  Nannk,  retain  firmly  the 
institutions  of  their  faith,  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  doctrines  of  firab- 
ma. 

Both  the  Sik'hs  and  Singhs  marry 
one  wife,  and  in  the  event  of  her  death 
may  marry  again  ;  but  if  the  husband 
die,  the  widow  cannot  again  enter  the 
nupiinl  state,  but  the  widow  ofa  Jautis 
allov/ed  to  marry  a  second  or  third  bus- 
hy nd.  Widows  rarely  declare  them- 
s^lves  Suttees*  in  any  part  of  the  Pan- 
jab  ;  but  in  the  city  of  Jumoo,  acon- 
trnry  practice  prevails."  There  it  is  ge- 
nerally pracii'jed,  and  is  indeed  consi- 
dered as  an  indispensable  sacrifice  to  the 
manes  ot  the  deceased  husband  ;  and, 
if  the  widow  does  not  voluntariiy  at- 
tend the  corpse  of  her  husband,  aod 


♦  Widow  who  devotes  herself  to  death  on  the  funeraf  pife  oHier^husband. 
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conttgn  berself  with  it  to  the  flames,  (he 
rajecpoots  consider  it  their  duty,  in 
lach  cases,  to  pnt  the  widows  to  death, 
nod  to  cast  their  bodies  into  the  fire,  to 
be  burnt  with  her  husband*8.  So  hor- 
rible a  custom  as  this,  does,  I  belreve, 
no  where  else  prevail.  However  fre- 
quent the  instances  of  widows  devoting 
themselves  to  death  on  the  pile  with 
their  deceased  husbands,  yet  in  all  the^e 
cases,  excepting  in  the  city  of  Jumoo, 
if  it  be  not  in  every  instance  volnntar)', 
there  is  no  where  else,  that  it  is  ever 
urged  or  enforced  by  any  measure  of 
compulsion. 

ASik*h  will  .neither  eat  nor  drink 
witha  Singh,  after  the  abjuration  of 
his  faith,  and  rejection  of  the  doctrines 
of  Brahma,  rior  have  any  further  inter- 
course or  connection  with  liim,  than  if 
he  were  a  christian.  M.iny  Jants  be- 
come Singlis,  and  the  wives  of  botif, 
that  is  both  of  Singlis  and  Jauts,  are 
not  immured,  and  shat  up  like  the 
Sik*h  women,  but  go  abroad  unveiled 
and  at  pleasure;  an^  the  women  of 
both  sects  bear  the  general  reputation 
of  chas'tity. 

1  arrived,  on  the  18th  of  April,  at 
Mulana,  where  I  found  the  weather 
piercingly  cold  during  the  nights,  and 
till  8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  My  route 
lay  through  a  fine  level  open  country, 
with  a  delightful  view  of  the  distant 
hills,  passing  Mustafabad,a  pretty  large 
..town,  walled  in;  but  it  may  be  noted 
fhat  every  town,  and  even  villages,  are 
stirrounded  by  a  wall,  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  as  a  defence  against  the 
attacks  of  parties  of  predatory  horse  from 
the  Punjab.  Mustafabad  has  a  citadel 
in  its  interior,  built  of  burnt  bricks, 
with  curtains,  round  towers  of  the  an- 
gles, and  a  cavalier  in  which  the  chief 
resides.  He  exercises  the  functions 
both  of  prince  and  of  judge.  The 
(own  of  Mustafabad  and  four  villages 
are  dependent  upon  him.  This  pan  of 
the  country  is  so  completely  divided 
and  sub-divided  into  small  independen- 
cies, <hat  many  of  the  villages,  accord- 
ing to  the  information  1  obtained,  are 
governed  by  two  chieftains,  one  exer- 
cising independent  jurisdiction  over  one 
portion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  other 


independent  of  the  other ;  and  this  \\ 
pretty  nearly  the  state  of  government 
throughout  the  countr}'  extending  to 
the  Sutledge. 

Mulana  is  a  small  town,  walled  It, 
and  has  a  citadel  in  the  centre.  Here 
I  conversed  with  a  sturdy,  veteran 
Singh,  who  waspresent  at  the  battle  of 
Buxar,  and  had  visited  Calcutta  at 
tha^  time.  He  mentioned  that  the  peo- 
ple in  the  Doab  generally  live  to  80,  QO, 
and  100  years,  an  account  to  which  I 
could  readily  assent,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  country,  which  is  \'ery  open, 
dry,  free  from  jungle,  and  well  culti- 
vated. He  told  me  that  he  never  recol- 
lected such  a  season  as  the  present, 
which  has  been  remarkable  for  frequent 
showers  of  rain  at  shoit  intervals,  since 
the  beginning  of  March,  and  which 
have  had  the  effect  of  keeping  off  the 
hot  winds,  that  usually  prevail  in  this 
part  of  the  country  during  that  month, 
though  only  in  a  moderate  degree. 

Mango  groves  are  as  numerous  in  the  ^ 
country  betwe-  n  the  Jumna  apd  Sut-^ 
ledge,  as  in  our  own  provinces,  and  the 
chief  difference  that  I  could  perceive, 
was  in  the  nature  of  the  soil,  which 
here  is  a  fine  brown  marl,  producing 
wheat,  barley,  gram,  and  other  grains, 
and  capable  of  great  extension  in  its 
cultivition.  The  difiFerent  chiefs  are 
too  jealous  of  each  other  to  admit  of 
any  general  combination  for  the  public 
good.  They  are  chiefly  occupied  with 
selfish,  narrow  views,  anxious  as  to  the 
means  of  maintaining  their  own  inde- 
pendence, to  repress  the  encroach- 
ments, or  to  take  advantage  of  a  rival 
chieftain.  In  this  state  the  country 
l>as  remained  for  a  long  Series  of  years. 

From  what  I  had  hitherto  experien- 
ced, I  was  convinced,  that  during  my 
journeying  in  this  country,  I  should  be 
regarded  as  an  object  of  rate  and  singu- 
lar curiosity  ;  and  every  day  gave  fresh 
proof  of  the  fact.  No  sooner  was  my 
tent  pitched,  than  it  was  surrounded 
by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbour^ 
hood.  Wheiever  I  came,  the  curio- 
sity of  the  people  was  excited.  Men, 
women,  and  children,  on  horseback 
and  on  foot,  assembled  from  every  quar- 
ter of  the  vicinity  ;  and  never  quitted     jm 

mt»  till   tliA  Hfirlrn<^ca    nf   niohf  /1«»nr«vA/l      .^^' 
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them  -of  so  marvellous  a  sight  as  a 

'  while  man  without  a  beard. 

Ou  the  19th  I  arrived  at  l^mballa, 
passing  Bimhall  in  my  ronie,  a  towii 
like  most  others  in   this  pait  of  the 

,  country,  walled  in,  and  ha\inga  large 
citailfl,n)uoh  resembling  in  appearaiire 
those  au'Ment  Kn^^li-h  casi.es,  tornuriy 
the  strong  holds  of  the  feudal  bartins. 
Mulana,  and  all  the  country  lying  Ih;- 
tween  it  and  U«nbala,  aw  dependen- 
cies ot  Dia  Coiir  and  Roop  Coar,  relicts 
of  Goorbukhsh  Singh  ai)d  Lai  Singh, 
the  deceased  zemindars  of  those  din- 
tricts.  They  can  bring  in'o  the  field 
between  7  *"^  8C)00  fighting  njen. 
hoi^  and  foot.  Their  families  reside 
in  a  well  built  citadel,  surrounded  by  a 
brick  wall  with  round  bastions.  The 
town  is  large  and  \r  puious,  the  houses 
are  mostly  built  of  burnt  biit  ks.  The 
streets  are  so  lery  narrow,  as  scarcely 
to  aftbrd  room  for  the  passage  of  an  ele- 
phant. The  country  between  Mulana 
and  Umbab,  appearj  fertile,  and  is 
extremely  well  cultivated.  Having 
enquired  why  the  more  powerful  ze- 
mmdars  did  not  reduce  the  weaker  to 
their  subjection,  I  was  told  that  they 
had  no  desire  loexterd  'hen  pos^iessions, 
or  to  cause  commotions  by  such  acts  of 
inju'^tire,  and  thai  they  were  content 
with  the  territory  that  they  already 
possessed. 

At  Umbala  I  met  the  usual  kind 
attention  On  my  arrival,  I  had  a 
visit  from  the  Dewan^  deputed  on  the 
part  of  the  ladies  of  the  citadel,  |>o- 
liiely  requesting  to  know,  if  I  would 
allow  them  to  order  dinner  to  be  pre- 
pared for  me  The  mhabitants  through- 
out t|)is  country,  and  as  far  as  the  Sut- 
JoHge,  be«ir  a  high  ch  iracter  for  hos- 
pitality and  kmdness  lo  strangers. 
Their  benevoletice  is  nor  narrowed 
by  bigotry  or  prejudice,  and  disclaims 
the  dis'inctions  of  religion  or  complex- 
ion. They  are  p:^rlicularly  attentive  to 
travellers  of  all  casts  or  coimiries.  Ihe 
chief  of  every  town  makes  a  point  of 
subsisting  all  poor  and  needy  travel- 
lers, froui  his  own  funds,  a  p/»rt  of 
which  are  set  aside  for  that  purpose, 
and  wheu  thai  falls  short,  from  ab  in- 
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creased  number  of  indigent  dajomts, 
iheir  wants  are  suppl  ied  by  a  f'Ubscripiioci 
made  from  the  princijial  inhabiJanUot 
lh(*  pUte.     It  is   \er}' pleaking  lotr*- 
vti  ihrouuh  I  be  town»  and    villages  of 
tins  cmintry.     The  inhahitaais  recette 
the  sirangir  with  an  air  of  welconKibat 
prepowi;e>^es  turn  in  their  favour.    They 
are,  at  ;«Ue  same   lime,  ct/uneous  snd 
rcspeci-hd,  connary  to  what  the  travel- 
ler experiences  in  Mnssulniau  towu, 
wi^cre  he  is  looked  upon  vti ill  contetnjff, 
and  rcg:irded  a«»an  niixelrome  ininnfeT. 
Ihe   character  of  the  ^jk'hs  l»ad  be«i 
represented  to  me  in  a  \ery  f>i\uoraiivt 
light,  and  my  t)wn  observations  con- 
firmed  all  that   I    had   heard    iu  xhm: 
favour.  ,  I'ht'.y  are  j  lai  nnd  niniableia 
Hieir  social  inttrconT-,e,  9\k{  afieciiorate 
in  their  domestic  relatiunn.      One  qua- 
lity pahicularl)  raises  the  character nf 
jlhe  Siii'hs  abt.ve  all  other  Asiatics,  aud 
that    is,    their    hi^iier  veneraiion  K*r 
truth.     Both    as  a  pe«  pie   and    as  ie- 
dividuaU,  the)    may  be    corvsideied  » 
much  less  addicted  to  the  low  an  16m 
of  evasion.  l>  ing,  or  dissimulation,  ttuo 
any  other  race  of  Asiatics.      Iiiiplipt 
(lependetK'e  may  be  placed  iip«>n  thcj 
promise,  in  all  matters  either  ot'piibl^c 
or  private  concern  J  and  if  a  Sik*h  de- 
clares himself  )our  friend,  he  will  oct 
di'»aj)poinl  your  confidence  :    if,  00  ibe 
other   land,    he  bears  emnity   to  aor 
one,   he  declares  it  wiihout    reserve  — 
Upon  the    wi.ole,    they    are    a   pUin, 
manly,  hos|)ita!)le,  andindtisiriuus  peo- 
ple, and.  by  far   the  best   race  1  ha»f 
ever  met  in  Ind  a.     T.  ey  liave   all  ilic 
es>eiHial  qunhnes  of  a  gt>od  soldier:— 
in   Uifir   persons   thev   are   haidy  af.J 
athletic;     of  active     habits,     paiienf, 
faithful,  and  brave.     They  are  H;rorgi7 
attached  to  their  chief>,  and  will  never 
desert  them,  while  thev  are  well  iitat- 
ed. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  I  marcM 
to  Patala,  in  a  souilierly  direcion  — 
1  he  country  continues  ojjen  and  pretty 
well  cultivated,  but  witboui  mmo 
trees;  there  are,  however,  brge  pecpuj* 
trees  atx)ut  the  different  villages,  acd 
alho  hedgeii  of  the  jow,  growii^  to 
middliog-sized  trees,  wbicii  Co  Luro* 
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pean  eye,  have  a  novel  and  pretty  ap- 
pearance. I'he&e  hedges  are  cut  by 
-the  natives,  and  coiunionly  used  for 
fuel. 

Although  the  soil  of  this  part  of 
the  country  is  so  fdxonrable  to  the 
production  of  grain,  ilie  crops  were  by 
no  menus  so  full  and  luxuriant  as  iu 
the  company's  lerritorie'i.  From  irt- 
aitention  on  the  part  of  the  landholders, 
together  with  the  unorgani/.ed  stale  of 
the  country,  which  being  held  n\  petty 
independcncie-s,  and  beyond  I'le  Sut- 
ledge,  in  jiigeer  «nd  jeeuaci,  \^  only 
partially  cultivated,  liie  niyuts  r.li^e 
no  more  thati  sutficienr  fur  houie 
consuinpiion  ;  uhereas  under  proper 
management,  a  large  surplus  might  be 
raised  lor  exportation.  The  country, 
though  fertile,  is  uncommonly  dry, 
and  irrigation  becomes  nt^cessary  to 
ensure  a  pleuiitul  liarvesl ;  yet  wells 
are  only  ^een  near  towns  and  viiliges, 
where  they  water  their  crops  ;  but  the 
distant  heids,  when  ploughed  and 
•own,  are  left  to  take  their  change  of 
the  weather,  uotwiihhtanding  the  sim- 
ple and  ingenious  method  they  etnploy 
lo  draw  their  water,  and  consequently 
.  they  prcxluce  low  and  scanty  crops. 
The  water  is  drawn  up  from  the  wells 
by  what  we  call  the  Persian  wheel. 
Why  this  piece  of  mechanism  is  so 
named,  I  know  not  j  and  here,  where 
it  is  in  very  general  use,  the  natives  do 
not  assign  its  inventio  i  to  the  Persians, 
bat  claim  it  as  their  ownj — they  call  it 
rahutt.  Que  of  these  rahuits  I  exa- 
mined particularly  ;  it  was  worked  by 
two  bullocks,  and  gave  a  constant  sop- 
ply  of  water.  It  was  constructed  with 
three  wheels,  two  of  which  were  placed 
vertically,  and  the  third  horizontally. 
Tiie  former  were  fixed  on  an  axle, 
over  which  the  goveru»ng,  or  horizon- 
tal whe«*l  was  turned  hy  th.^  passage 
of  the  bullocks  J  ii  iind  42  pots,  each 
holding  6|  (|aarts  of  aaier,  all  fasien- 
ed  to  a  circular  cordage  close  to  each 
other  ;  these  descending  two  or  three 
cubits  into  the  water,  were  filled  in 
succession  ;  and  on  passing  their  hori- 
zontal direction,  at  the  top  of  the  well, 
emptied  themselves  inn?  a  woouen  re- 
ceiver; whence  the  water  was  con- 
ducted by  a   trough   to   the  different 


two  rahutts  are  worked  at  the  same, 
time,  on  oppo.site  sides  of  the  well  j 
and  in  this  way,  they  water  a  consider- 
able space  in  a  short  time.  The  re- 
ceiver is  placed  within  the  wheel,  but 
has  no  connection  with  it.  Water  is 
found  throughout  this  country,  at  a 
depth  of  from  10  to  15  cubits  from  the 
surface. 

Pateata  is  &  place  of  considerable 
.extent,  surrounded  by  a  mud  wall  and 
ditch,  but  neither  alHfording  any  great 
defence,  Ihe  rajah  Sahib  Singh  was 
strengthening  the  former  by  an  addi- 
lionai  wall  of-unburtit  brick,  three  feet 
thick,  to  guard  agyinist  the  attacks  of 
his  enemies.  His  place  of  residence 
is  within  the  town,  in  a  citadel  of 
shewy  and  lofty  appearance.  It  is  a 
square  fort  built  of  burnt  brick,  with 
curtains  and  round  bastions,  in  which  I 
am  told  he  has  3  or  4  guns.  At  this 
place  there  are  several  little  monu- 
ments of  deceastd  Sik'hs,  some  of  them 
bearing  inscriptions  of  the  name,  age, 
&c  of  thedecea««ed,  which  do  not  here 
denote  the  person  Interred  to  have  been 
a  .self-devoted  Suttee,  as  is  generally 
tii^  case  where  such  monuments  appear 
in  other  parts.  That  practice  does  not 
prevail  ni  this  part  of  the  country. 
These  monumetus  are  built  over  a 
small  part  of  the  body,  after  reducing 
it  to  ashes,  and  the  remainder  is  thrown 
into  the  nearest  river,  to  the  margin 
of  which  Hindoo  bodies  are  carried  to 
be  burnt.  The  bodies  are  never  thrown 
into  the  river,  without  the  previous 
ceremi>ny  of  burning,  in  any  part  of 
the  Punjab.  A  Christian  musician, 
named  Pai  is,  late  master  of  the  band 
in  the  4th  Native  rei^iment,  was  this 
day  killed  by  two  SiK  hs  in  an  affrajr, 
originatmg  about  a  prostitute  of  the 
town.  He  was  what  is  called  a  haif 
cast  man,  and  had  deserted  from  his 
corps,  on  account  of  debt.  He  was  here 
called  captain  Paris,  and  had  the  com- 
mand of  a  small  bixiy  of  foot,  in  the 
rajah's  service.  The  two  men  who 
killed  him, were  immediately  confined, 
and  ihei:  pro|>erty  confiscated.  Paris, 
however,  was  the  aggressor,  he  had  not 
only  given  the  first  abuse,  but  wound- 
ed one  of  the  S»khs.  Confiscation  of 
property  and  imprisonment  is  in  genc- 
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ment  inflicted  for  wilful  murder.  Thte, 
perhaps^  in  roost  countries,  nygbt  ren- 
der crimes  of  that  sanguinary  nature 
more  frequent ;  here  it  does  by   no 
means  appear  to  have  that  effect  ;  and 
the  penalty  is  found  to  be  sufficient ; 
for  murders  I  believe,  are  far  less  t'fe- 
quent  than  in  any  country  equally  po- 
pulous; which  I  think  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  good  fellowship,  subsisting 
among  the  inhabitants  of  these  coun- 
tries, and  of  the  general  character  they 
bear  for  moderation  and  good  manners. 
On  the  24th,  I  arrived  at  Makewara. 
The  direct  road  from  Unbala  to  this 
place  is  by  Kajepoor  and  Shirhand.     I 
was  this  day  informed  that  Shujah-ul- 
Mulk,  king  of  Kandahar  and  Cabul, 
having    marched  to    the    country  of 
Littee,  appointed  Sheer  Mohumraud 
Khan  vizier,  who  taking  advantage  of 
his  absence,  raised  to  the  musnud  one  of 
Zemaun  Shah's  sons,  anddisclaimed  any 
■iurtber  obedience  to  the  king's  autho- 
rity 'y  but  the  son,  aware  of  the  vizier's 
treachery,  wrote  privately  to  Sujah-ul- 
Mulk,  pressing  his  immediate  return 
to  prevent4he  vizier's  proclaiming  him- 
•elf  king.     The  king  obeyed  the  sum- 
tnons,  came  speedily  back,  and  put  the 
Tizier  to  death  !     Abdaljah  Khan,  son 
of  the  vizier,  and  Subah  of  Cashmeer, 
in  consequence  of  his  father's  murder, 
resolved  to  throw  off  bis  allegiance  to 
the  king,  and  sent  an   invitation  to 
rajah   Runjeit   Singh,    to    march   his 
army  to  his  support,  offering  him  con- 
siderable pecuniary  recom pence. 

Makewara  is^  a  small  town  within 
four  miles  and  a  half  of  the  Sutledge, 
whose  course  ran  under  it,  about  twen- 
ty-two years  ago,  but  has  since  taken 
a  distant  and  more  northerly  direction. 
On  the  25th,  I  crossed  the  Sutledge, 
or  as  anciently  called,Satrudhra,  (Rudh^ 
irophing  blood  in  Sanscrit,)  where  a 
bloody  battle  was  fought,  and  arrived 
at  Rahoon.  This  river  seems  to  have 
its  source  in  the  hills,  beating  firom 
this,  about  north-east,  and  flows  in  a 
south-westerly  direction^  through  a 
£ne,  open,  champaign^  country.  Its 
banks  are  very  low,  and  it  bears  the 
appearance  of  a  fine  canal  running  in 
t"^  channels  j  the  first  fbrdable,  and 
in  breadth  about  one  hundred  yards^ 


and  the  second  three  hundred  and  fiffy 
yards  across ;  the  water  is  deep  but  not 
rapid.  There  are  twenty  boats  at  the 
ghaut,  of  rude  construction,  but  wdl 
adapted  for  crossing  artillery  and  ca- 
valry, in  one  of  which  both  my  ele- 
phants crossed  with  ease.  They  are 
each  capable  of  containing  twenty 
horses,  the  men  ride  into  them  at  once, 
without  dismounting ;  they  resemble 
in  figure  what  we  call  an  oblong  square, 
with  a  ptow  at  one  end,  wi.houl  which 
they  would  look  more  like  tubs  than 
boats,  they  are  thirty  feet  long,  twelve 
broad  and  the  sides  fourteen  incfaes^with 
bottoms  of  six  planks  thiek;  each  plank 
one  and  a  half  inch.  The  river,  during 
the  rains,  is  full  one  and  a  half  mile 
broad.  The  distance  from  the  Jumna 
to  the  Sutledge  is  six  stages,  being 
sixty  of  their  coss,  each  measuring 
2,600  ordinary  paces. 

On  the  26th  April,  I  marched  to 
Mukoondpoor,  distant  twelve  miles  j 
the  road  very  good  and  the  country 
open.  There  are  no  mango  trees  at  this 
place,  nor  any  other  shelter  for  tents. 
This  village  is  walled  in,  and  is  held 
in  jageer  by  a  person  named  Sahib 
Singh  Badee,  who  has  prohibited  shoot- 
ing within  his  demesnes.  The  present 
is  their  harvest  season  ;  and  although 
the  land  is  covered  with  the  crop,  the 
rajah's  cavalrj'  not  only  prefer  riding 
through  the  com  fields,  to  following 
the  course  of  the  road,  but  help  them- 
selves without  ceremony  to  bundles  of 
ripe  corn,  to  feed  their  horses  at  the 
journey's  end.  This  they  do  whether 
in  their  own  country,  or  their  neigh- 
bour's 3  a  practice  authorised,  they  lay, 
by  their  master. 

I  have  lately  had  occasion  to  notice 
some  specimens 'of  that  insolence  for 
which  the  head  fakeers  are  generaJiy 
re;narked,  and  which  every  European 
traveller  in  the  Punjab,  must  be  pre- 
pared to  expect.  Yesterday,  one  of 
those  sainted  personages,  who  travel 
about  the  country  in  fine  palkees,  with 
numerous  attendants,  came  in  oor 
way.  He  ey^d  me,  as  I  passsd  him 
upon  the  road,  with  a  look  of  the  most 
ineflable  contempt.  He  was  clad  in 
a  garb  of  silk,  and  was  accompaoied 
by  sonoe  horsemen  to  protect  his  sacred 
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person,  and  to  declare  hb  -dignity. 
He  entered  hHo  conversation  with  my 
-moonebee,  and  told  bim  that  Ite  would 
write  to  hiS/ friend,  in  charge  of  the 
ghaut  at  the  Beeah  river,  not  to  suffer 
me  to  cross ;  and  ihat  he  would  also 
use  his  influence  with  the  rajah  to 
turn  me  out  ot  bis  cowntry. 

On  this  day's  march,  my  linoonsbee 
was  accosted  by  a  Kandahar  mogliull, 
on  his  way  to  Cawnpore,  wiih  the 
followingsalutatioii:^—'*  Where  are  you 
travelling  to  I  wonder }  What  !  yon 
^re  the  menial  of  a  christian.  I  can 
tell  you,  that  you  would  sooner  bite 
the  di«r,  than  dare  atten^t  to  go  into 
my  country  in  this  style  ;  you  think 
yourselves  very  great  people,  but  I 
will  teach  you  that  1  am  as  good  as 
you,'*  ike.  To  all  which  the  nioonj»hee 
made  no  reply.  This  moghull  was  alone, 
and  mounted  on  a  tatoo.  At  parting, 
be  scoiTed  and  spit  upon  the  grobnd 
fls  a  mark  of  bis  contempt,  aod  con- 
cluded by  adding,  that  we  were  a  par- 
cel of  low,  ignorant,  wretches.  I  was 
all  tht&  time  in  front  in  my  palkee, 
■otherwise  I  should  no  doubt  have 
come  in  for  a  share  of  his  compliments. 
The  rajah  Runjeit  Singh  has  but  few 
Mussulmans  either  in  his  service  or 
country,  and  not  one  of  those  in  any 
high  ^situation  or  place  of  trust.  There 
are  about  ten  or  twelve  thousand  of 
them  in  his  army,  but  they  are  con- 
fined to  the  lowest  ranks,  their  privi- 
leges aixl  indulgences  are  closely  cir- 
cumscribed, and  they  are  not  allowed 
to  call  the  Azan  in  a  loud  voice  in 
any  part  of  the  country. 

On  the  27tb,  I  niarched  to  Phug- 
wara.  I  observed  that  the  bullocks 
and  sheep,  between  this  place  and  the 
Jumna,  are  small  and  lean,  and  ii  is 
remarkable  that  in  the  Punjab  they 
have  neither  tame  hogs  nor  ducks,  and 
but  very  few  geese.  Fowls,  of  a  small 
breed  are  procurable. 

Phugwara  is  a  large  town,  walled 
io,  and  is  the  residence  of  Futteh  Singh, 
AJloowateea's  collector,  who  holds 
four  purgunnahs  of  Runjeit  Singh. 
This  country  is  so  very  dry^  and  so 


free  from-jungle,  that  no  kind  of  •game 
is  to  be  found.  Neither  the  Arhar,* 
nor  bajera,t  are  here  produce^  j  but 
whea«. barley,  gram 4  mote,§  mongh,|| 
jooar,^  oord,**  and  the  sugar  cane, 
grow  in  great  luKttriance,  and  are  all 
cheap.  Wheat  flour,  i  m.iund  per 
rupee;  barley,  1  maund  10  seers; 
gram,  I  maundy  mote,  1  maund; 
mongh,  35  seers;  oord,  35  seers; 
kund,  seah,  or  goor,tt  1  ii^aund  15 
seers  j  and  rice,  20  seers  | >er  rupee. 
Some  coarse  kinds  of  cloth  are  manu- 
factured in  tliis  part  of  the  coumry. 

On  the  28th,  I  marched  to  Jalunder. 
The  country  open  and  dry,  and  the 
road  good  Tiie  morning  very  cold.  • 
High  bills  in  sight,  and  disiant  sixty 
miles.  There  is  a  very  large  mjngo 
grove  to  the  eastward,  atid  another  to 
the  south  of  this  town  j  both  are  said 
4o  produce  excellfnt  fruit.  We  re- 
cei\ed  information  today,  that  about 
eight  miles  from  this  town,  at  the 
village  of  Darowly,  sixty  horsemen 
stopped  a  car  belonging  to  the  Rannee, 
(who  was  absent)  wounded  one  of  her 
servants,  and  carried  off  a  horse.  My 
moonshee  no  sooner  received  the  in- 
formation, than  he  girded  on  his  sword, 
called  for  his  bow  and  arrows,  and  set 
off  towards  the  place  of  attack, 
where  he  met  the  plunderers,  who 
enquired  for  the  Ranire^,  the  (wife  of 
Runjeit  Singh,  in  whose  company! 
travelled  from  Hurdooar)  and  being 
told  that  she  was  gone  in  front,  they 
went  off,  saying,  they  had  nothing  to 
do  with  any  one  else.  Thi**  attack 
upon  the  Rannee*s  car,  was  meant 
in  retaliation  for  some  former  acts  of 
aggression  and  plunder,  made  ou  them 
by  Runjeit  Singh.  I  must  not  omit  to 
say, that  mylittle  moonshee  shewed  hi  in- 
self  a  brave  and  enterprising  character, 
sallying  forth  with  his  father  and  fifty 
armed  men,  to  oppose  the  assailants, 
whose  numbers  were  reported  to  be 
forty  ;  and  it  was  dreaded  that  tbey  bad 
plundered  the  moonshee's  wife.  He 
declared  that  a  most  bloody  conflict 
would  have  ensued,  in  spite  of  the 
enemy's  superiority,  had  they  offered 


*  Cytisus  Cajaa.        f  Holcut  Spicatui. 
\  Pbascoius  Mungo,    I  Holcui  Sorghum. 


f  Cicer  Arietinum.        §  Phaaeolnt  Lobanis. 
**  Phaseolos  Max,    ft  CoarM  sugar  or  Jaggry* 
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anj  violence  to  his  ^mily :  but  for- 
tuuately  they  had  no  such  iniemioa. 
Had  they  known  the  contents  of  the 
lUnnce's  Rutti  tliey  might  have  ob- 
faintfd  and  carried  otF  a  considerable 
bfJoty.  as  all  her  jewels,  to  ihe  amount 
of  a  lack  of  rupees,  were  lodged  in  that 
carriage. 

Jalunder  is  a  place  of  great  extent, 
but  is  now  in  ruins.  It  was  the  former 
residence  of  the  Afghans,  and  is  now 
inhabited  by  their  descendants,  and 
by  the  Sik'hs,  who  are  the  principal 
people  here.  They  construct  their 
babiiations,  from  the  materials  of  the 
old  wall>  and  ruins  of  the  houses,  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  Afghans :  a 
•:riking  monument  of  divine  ven- 
feance,  over  the  fallen  fortunes  of 
th.u  sanguinary  and  oppressive  people. 
1  he  houses  were  all  originally  built  of 
burnt  brick,  they  were  strong  and  com- 
mwlious,  but  have  given  way  to  time 
principally  from  the  want  of  lime 
cement.  This  place  is  held  in  jageer 
by  two  brothers,  now  at  war  with  each 
other.  They  keep  up  a  constant  fire 
of  small  arms  during  the  day,  and  ^et 
fire  to  each  others  corn  fields  at  night, 
to  the  loss  and  ruin  of  their  respective 
districts.  They  have  a  number  of 
rahuits  here,  for  the  purpose  of  water- 
ing their  tobacco  cuhivation,  which 
requires  constant  moisture,  ind  they 
lind  that  mode  of  watering  the  easiest 
and  least  expensive.  There  are  several 
small  tanks  of  water  near  ilie  town. 
TI>e  name  and  fame  of  lord  Lake, 
whose  route  on  his  return  from  the 
Suiledge,  was  by  this  place,  are  as  well 
known  as  in  our  own  countries,  and 
the  victorirs.  the  justice,  and  modera- 
tion, that  distinguished  his  lordship's 
career,  at  the  head  of  his  arm^'  in  the 
Punjab  have  established  the  English 
character,  for  bravery,  liberality,  and 
hunour,  on  the  firmest  foundation. 
WbenRunjeitSinghreduced  ihi^  part  of 
the  Pu  ijab,it  seems  to  have  been  more 
with  a  view  to  shew  his  power,  ih.ui 
for  any  purpose  of  aggrandizement : 
since  wherever  he  met  no  oppobiiion, 
he  restored  the  towns  and  their  depen- 
cies  to  their  former  proprietors,  to  be 
held  of  him  in  jageer;  but  where  he  was 
opposed  by  the  chiefiains,he  dispossess- 
L^     ed  them,  and  aoDointed  others  to  suc^ 


ceed  as  their  jageerdars.  They  are 
so  feudatory  as  to  acknowledge  fealty 
to  the  rajah,  being  bound  to  obey  bis 
commands,  and  join  him  with  their 
adherents,  in  all  cases  requiring  it  $  but 
they  pay  him  no  fixed  tribute. 

On  the  291b,  marched  to  the  Cbuck- 
vee  Ghaut,  and  was  fired  upon  from  t 
small  mod  fort  en  the  road,  belonging 
to  one  of  the  brothers,  mentioned 
above,  who  took  us  for  a  party  belong- 
ing to  his  hostile  brother,  but  no  acci- 
dent happened. 

30th,  crossed  the  Beeab  or  Beeas, 
anciently  called  Bapasa,  on  the  same 
kind  of  boats  as  at  the  Sutledge.  The 
Beeah  flows  in  two  branches,  the  waters 
of  which  are  deep  but  not  rapid:  its 
western  banks  are  high,  and  its 
breadth  cannot  be  less,  in  rainy  seasons, 
than  one  mile  and  a  half. 

May    1st,   marched  to  Oodaraitta; 
here   I  found  the  name  of  lord  Lake 
much  better  known  than  that  of  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  whose  name  is  totally 
forgotten,  and  the  people  here  are  ig» 
norant  of  the  name  and  exploits  of  that 
extraordinary  hero,  as  much  so  indeed> 
as  if  he  bad  never  visiiexi  their  country. 
Singularly  strange  it  must  appear,  that 
an  eveAt  so  memorable  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  and  so  universally  record- 
ed in  the  countries  of  Europe,  has  not 
left  a  vestige  of  itself  behind,  in  the 
country  of  its  occurrence.      It  is  vain 
to  enquire  for  the  altars  raised  by  Alex- 
ander in  commemoration  of  this  event, 
or  o(  the  ground  where  they  stood,  for 
the  Macedonian  visit,    and  the  name 
of  Alexander  are  as  entirely  unknown, 
on  the  spot  on  which  he   encamped, 
as  if  they  had   belonged    to  another 
world.     The  name  of  Lake  is  here 
familiarly  known,  and  as  it  is  cherished 
with  grateful  recollection  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  present  day,  the  marcn  of 
the  modern  hero  and  his  gallant  army 
to  the  banks  of  the  Beeah,  or  Hypha^^is, 
bids  fair  to  be  much  longer  perpetuated 
in  the  popular  recollection  of  the  Pun- 
jab, than  to  the  famed  visit    of  an- 
tiquity, and  perhaps  most  justly  so ;  for 
theconduct  of  the  British  army  and 
their  noble  leader,  while  in  this  coun- 
try, was  calculated  to  impress  its  inha- 
bitants with  the  lughest  admiratiooand 
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respect^  for  the  British  n^tne  and  cha- 
racter, nor  did  it  fail  in  its  effect.  It 
has  raised  a  monument  in  the  affections 
and  remembrance  of  the  people,  that 
will  probably  survive  the  memorials  of 
art,  and  eclipse  in  its  duration  the  altars 
of  Alexander. 

The  high  opinion  which  the  people 
of  these  countries  have  formed  of  the 
£Dglish»  and  the  terms  of  adniiration 
in  which  they  express  themselves  on 
that  topic,  are  particularly  gratifying. 
Nor  IS  it  difficult  to  explain  the  cause, 
to  which  this  favourable  judgment  is 
to  be  ascribed.  In  every  previous  case 
of  incursion  of  a  foreign  force,  with 
which  they  were  acquainted,  might 
have  been  employed,  as  if  it  conferred 
right ;  and  power,  rarely,  if  ever,  was 
seen  to  respect  any  claims  of  property, 
that  it  could  invade  wiih  impunity. 
Froni  preconceptions  thus  founded, 
the  contrast  presented  by  the  army  of 
lord  Lake,  must  necessarily  have  been 
viewed  with  surprise  and  admiration. 
In  a  case  where  alt  their  traditional 
information,  as  well  as  their  own  expe- 
rience had  prepared  them  to  expect  a 
course  of  plunder  and  rapine,  and  all 
the  concomitant  evils  of  foreign  erup- 
tion, they  found  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, honour,  ana  all  the  highest  virtues, 
regulate  the  conduct  of  the  Britisli 
army.  They  saw  an  irresistible  mili- 
tary force,  insensible  to  the  fear  of  an 
enemy,  yet  fearful  of  offering  the 
slightest  injury  to  persons  or  property 
within  their  power.  They  saw,  what 
to  them  appeared  a  phenomenon, 
power  directed  or)ly  to  the  attainment 
of  good  5  and  rigidly  maintaining,  in 
the  midst  of  its  iriumph,  the  rights  of 
persons  and  property,  bpth  public  and 
private.  First  impressions  are  usually 
the  strongest,  and  as  the  people  of  the 
Punjab  knew  nothing  of  the  English, 
from  experience  or  personal  observa- 
tion, before  the  march  of  Lord  Lake's 
army  into  thgt  country,  their  first  ac- 
quaintance was  made  under  the  most 
favourable  auspices ;  and  iliai  it  has 
made  a  strong  and  -lasting  impression, 
isevincevl  in  the  sentiments  of  venera- 
tion and  esteem  which  they  now  enter- 


tain for  the  British  character.  Manj 
of  theni,  with  whom  I  have  conversed, 
do  not  scruple  to  express  their  desire  to 
be  placed  under  the  English  govern- 
ment. 

Between  the  Beeah  Ghaut  and  thit 
place,  the  clans  of  Futteh  Singh  AUo- 
wailah  and  Ramgureea  were  at  open 
war;  and  it  seldom  happens  that  the 
country  is  free  from  those  petty  tends, 
an  evil  that  is,  perhaps,  inseparable 
from  the  form  of  government  to  which 
these  districts  are  subject.  ,  I  saw  but 
few  mango  trees  in  this  part  of  rar 
route,  but  the  phoia  tree  grows  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  forming  hedge* 
and  clumps,  which  have  a  pretty  effect, 
and  agreeably  diversify  the  face  of  the 
country,'  The  trees  attain  to  the  size 
of  an  ordinary  babool,*  and  are  ooC 
unlike  it  in  appearance,  bearing  small 
leaves  of  a  medicinal  virtue,  said  to  be 
antibilious.  I  measured  a  well  at  this 
place,  and  found  the  water  twenty- 
three  cubits  from  the  surface  of  tJic 
earth  and  six  deep,  which  I  was  told 
is  the  general  depth  throughout  the 
country ;  but  in  some  parts  it  is  £rom 
thirty  to  forty  cubits  before  you  come 
to  water.  The  weather  is  now  rainy, 
very  cool,  and  pleasant. 

On  the  2d,  I  arrived  at  Vutala. 
This  is  a  large  town,  lying  twenty-four 
miles  east  of  Amrutsur,  it  stands  upou 
a  fine  open  plain,  and  the  jageer  of  the 
Rannee  Sada  Koowar,  mother-in-lav 
of  Runjeit  Singh,  who  resides  in  a 
lofty  citadel  within  the  town,  and  from 
whom  I  received  very  great  kindness 
and  attention.  This  town  is  surround- 
ed by  groves  of  mango  trees  and  tanks 
of  water,  and  it  is  considered  the 
healthiest  place  in  the  Punjab;  tbej 
have  alrt?ady  reaped  about  half  their 
harvest.  The  weather  is  still  very 
cold  wiih  rain,  almost  every  day.  Tlu^y 
have  an  excellent  plum  at  this  place, 
but  no  where  else,  called,  Aloocliii. 
Their  apples  are  rather  larger  and  of 
better  flavour  than  in  our  parts  -of  Hin- 
doostan,  having  more  acid.  They  have 
also  mulberries  and  bares,t  but  no 
kinds  of  fruit. 

The  fakeer,  mentioned  on  the  20"lb 
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ultimo,  actually  went  to  Runjeit  Singh, 
and  warned  him  of  all  the  bad  conse- 
quences, which  he  pretended  were 
likely  to  follow  from  his  allowing  me 
to  travel  through  his  territories ;  he 
told  him,  that  I  should  no  sooner  re- 
turn to  (he  Doab,  than  two  or  three 
regiments  would  be  sent  to  deprive 
him  of  his  country;  but  the  ngah 
laughed  at  the  fellow's  simplicity,  told 
him  he  was  a  fool,  and  to  hold  bis 
tongue.  He  ridiculed  *  the  idea  of 
alarm  from  an  European  travelling 
through  hi»  country  j  and  said  tliat 
he  himself  could  travel  to  Calculia  if 
he  wished  it,  without  any  personal  risk, 
and  should  be  sure  to  meet  with  atten- 
tion arid  protection  all  the  way.  Thei»e 
fakeers  are  said  to  be  great  incendia- 
ries, but  the  rajah  never  gives  attention 
to  what  they  say.  They  are  extremely 
haughty  and  disrespectful. 

The  hills  are  distant  from  Vurala 
about  seventy  miles  j  they  appear  to 
be  covered  with  snow,  and  exhibit  a 
grand  v^ew,  on  the  declension  of  the 
sun. 

On  the  10th,  I  arrived  at  Amrutsur, 
an  open  town,  about  four  coss  in  cir- 
cumference ;  the  streets  are  rather  nar- 
row, the  houses  in  general  good,  lofty, 
and  built  of  burnt  brick  j  but  their 
apattnients  are  very  confined  ;  it  may 
claim,  however,  some  liule  superiority 
over  the  other  principal  towns  of  Hin- 
doostan  in  point  of  architecture.  It  is 
the  grand  emporium  of  trade  for  shawls 
and  saffron  from  Cashmeer,  .i^nd  a 
variety  of  oiher  commodities  from  the 
Dukkun  and  eastern  parts  of  India ; 
shawls  are  twenty-five  per  cent,  cheap- 
er here,  than  at  Furrukabnd.  The 
rajah  levies  an  excise  on  all  the  mer- 
chandise sold  in  the  town,  according  to 
its  value,  which  is  not  complained  of 
by  the  merchants.  The  exports  of 
this  place  are  very  trifling  j  the  inhp.bi- 
tanis  only  manufacturing  some  coarse 
kinds  of  cloth  and  inferior  silks.  From 
being  the  resort  of  many  rich  mer- 
chants, and  the  residence  of  bankers, 
Amrutsur  is  cgnsidered  a  place  of  great 
wealth  and  opulence.  The  rajah  has 
made  a  new  fort  here,  and  called  it 


Runjeit  Ghur,  and  has  brought  a 
canal  fron;  the  Ravee,  a  distance  of 
Ihiriy  four  miles.  This  canal  is  nar- 
row and  cost  but  litrle. 

14th,  the  Rubec,*  is  now  all  reaped. 
To-day  I  visited,in  due  ceremony,  and 
without  shoes,  Amrutsur,  (or  the  pool 
of  immortality)  from  which  the  town 
takes  its  name  ;  it  is  a  bason  of  al>out 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  paces 
square,  built  of  burnt  bricks- in  the 
centre  of  which  stands  a  pretly  temple, 
dedicated  to  Gooroogobind  Singh,  to 
whid)  you  go  by  a  causeway.  It  is 
neatly  decorated,  both  within  and 
witliout,  and  the  rajah  is  making  addi- 
tional ornamented  work  to  it  at  his 
own  expense.  In  this  sacred  place 
is  lodged,  under  a  silken  canopy,  the 
book  of  laws,  as  written  by  Gooroogo- 
bind Singh,  in  the  Goormook'hee  cha- 
racter. The  temple  is  called  Hnrmun- 
dul,  or  God's  place;  there  are  from 
five  to  six  hundred  akalees,  or  priests, 
belonging  to  it,  who  have  built  good 
houses  tor  themselves  out  of  the  vo- 
luntary contributions  of  people  visiting 
it.  Holkar  made  an  offering  of  two 
thousand  rupees,  and  they  receive  con- 
siderable sums  from  the  rujah,  who 
visits  it  twice  a  day,  during  his  stay  at 
Amrutsur,  on  which  occasion  the 
priests  generally  press  him  for  money, 
telling  him  that  his  country  is  the  gift 
of  Gooroogobind,  without  whose  will 
hecouid  not  bold  it.  On  that  accouiit 
he  seldom  stays  above  four  or  five 
days,  and  generally  resides  at  Lahore, 
which  is  still  considered  tlie  meirt^po- 
lis  of  the  Punjab. 

A-Sik'h  wishing  tobecome.g  Singh, 
must  go  through  the  ceremonies  of 
(he  institution  at  this  temple.  It  is, 
however,  only  the  more  indigent  de- 
scription of  them  who  apostatize,  and 
generally  those  who  are  fed  by  the 
priests.  Although  no  person  can  visit 
the  temple  without  paying,  on  the 
first  admission,  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
priests,  who  divide  it  equally  among, 
themselves,  yet  they  are  by  no  means 
avaricious ;  the  monies  so  collected, 
being  either  expended  on  their  per- 
sonal wants,  given  in  charity,  or  laid 


^^      .  ♦  The  barTCBt  which  is  reaped  ia  spring;  that  of  Autumn  being:  called  Khureef. 
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out  in  erect'mg  additional  buildings; 
and  there  is  no  instance  of  an  likalee's 
accutnulating  money  for  any  other  pur- 
pose. Choirs  of  singers  assemble  at 
three  o*dock  every  morning,and  chaiint 
their  canticles  by  reliefs,  during  the 
day,  and  till  late  at  night,  in  the  tem- 
ple ;  and  at  two  or  three  other  sacred 
spots,  and  with  great  solemnity,  thus 
exciting  to  religious  veneration  and 
awe,  and  raising  the  soul  to  heavenly 
contemplation.  Although  the  priests  « 
are  held  in  the  greatest  reverence,  still 
you  are  not  t9  suppose  that  they  are 
entirely  exempt  from  every  vice.  In 
many  respects  they  bear  a  great  simi- 
larity of  character  to  British  siilors, 
spending  their  money  thoughtlessly  and 
extravagantly,  and  as  fast  as  they  can  get 
it, chiefly  too^ike  our  British  tar8,in  the 
indulgencies  of  women  and  liquor, 
totally  improvident  of  the  future.  The 
concourse  of  fine  women  who  go  to 
bathe  at  the  temple  in  the'  morning  is 
prodigious.  The  individuals  compos- 
ing this  groupe  of  beauty,  are  far  su- 
perior in  the  elegance  of  their  persons, 
the  symmetry  of  their  forms,  and  tho 
fine  traits  of  countenance,  to  the  gene- 
rality of  the  lower  Hindoostanees.  The 
Birakees,  (or  fine  singers)  as  they  are 
here  called,  are  composed  of  handsome 
young  women,  Mooslimas,  but  are 
by  no  means  superior  either  in  their 
tinging  or  dancing  to  the  nautch  sets  of 
other  parts  of  Hindoostan  ;  they  are, 
however,  much  better  dressed,  and 
many  of  them  appear  decorated  with 
gold  and  silver  ornaiDents,  to  a  con- 
siderable amount.  The  Singhs  being 
greatly  devoted  to  pleasure,  give  every 
encouragement  to  the  nautch  girls. 
Their  songs  are  chiefly  in  the  Punjab 
dialect,  which  is  performed  as  being 
better  understood  than  the  Persian  or 
Hindoostanee,  but  to  an  European  ear, 
tbey  are  by  no  means  so  pleasing,  be- 
ing full  of  discordant,  inharmonious 
tones. 

When  Akmud  Shah  came  to  Am- 
mtsur,  he  erazed  their  temple  twice, 
killed  cows,  and  threw  them  into  the 
water,  which  to  this  day  is  a  cause  of 
great  abhorrence  to  the  Mussulmanf^ 


whom  they  seldom  mention  without 
this  imprecation, "  mulitch  anass,**  the 
worst  of  people,  d— — n  them. 

My  first  visit  to  the  temple  cost  me 
200  rupees,  which  I  bestowed  with 
pleasure,  and  returned  much  gratified 
by  the  reception  I  met  with  from  the 
pnests,who  prayed,  at  parting,  forever*- 
lasting  friendship  with  the  English,  and 
a  common  expression  of  the  Singhs 
here  and  elsewhere  is,  •'  Gooroo  Buk- 
shaga,  raj." — "May  Gooroogobmdgive 
you  the  country.*'  Many  children  have 
died  here  lately  of  the  small  pox.  The 
inhabitants  are  subject  to  fevers  also, 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  situa- 
tion and  excessive  heat  of  this  place, 
which  is  greatly  exposed  to  the  sun  j 
having  few  trees  in  its  n.  ighbourhood, 
and  being  encompassed  by  a  wide,  bar- 
ren, uncultivated  heath.  Syphilitic  com- 
plaints are  but  \cry  little  known  in  the 
Punjab. 

The  Rajah  has  a  mint  here,  and  the 
different  coins  are  still  struck  in  the 
name  of  the  greatest  saint  in  their 
kalendar,  namely,  Baba  Nanuk  Shah; 
who  lived  in  the  time  of  Akber. 

On  the  15lh,  I  again  visited  Amrut- 
sur,  but  I  did  not  find  the  priests  &• 
courteous  and  attentive,  as  on  the  first 
day,  when  they  offered  me  an  apart- 
ment near  the  temple,  and  also  gave 
notice  that  I  might  ascend  to  the  top 
of  it  when  I  pleased.  But  now  this 
indulgence  is  forbidden,  and  the  apart- 
ment shut,  both  offers  being  revoked 
from  some  doubt  of  their  propriety  in 
the  minds  of  a  few  of  the  priests,  and 
one  dissenting  voice  is  quite  sufficient 
to  deter  the  whole  of  them  from  ful- 
filling a  promise,  or  from  the  perform- 
ance of  any  previous  resolution  j  how- 
ever, they  sent  a  choir  of  psalm  singers 
to  my  teut,  who  sung  a  number  of 
psalms,  as  composed  by  Baba  Nanuk 
Shah,  Gooroogobind  Singh,  and  the 
other  saints,  to  the  tune  of  the  Rubab 
(four  stringed  instruments,)  Dotara, 
((two  ditto,)  Sarinda,  or  Bebec,  and  the 
Tublah,  transporting  the  soul  to  hea- 
venly musings  |  and  although  in  so 
different  a  language  from  tlie  songs  of 
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David,  tbey  strike  the  ear  as  composi- 
tions of  the  same  kind,  and  are  all  in 
praise  of  tiie  attributes  and  unity  of 
God. 

When  I  entered  the  temple,  I 
took  off  my  hat,  a  mark  of  resjwct  that 
did  not  escape  the  notice  of  the  priests, 
and  which  pleased  the^m  exceedingly  5 
it  was  talked  of  the  whole  day  in  leuus 
highly  pleasing  to  me.  They  regarded 
it  as  an  instance  of  European  respect 
and  humility  in  presence  of  the  deity, 
and  they  did  not  fail  to  contrast  it  with 
the  conduct  of  many  Singles  and  others, 
who  go  there  uncercm(j:iiously  with 
their  swords  on,  and  torget  the  respect 
that  is  due  to  the  prejudices,  customs, 
and  religion  of  the  country.  The  priests 
of  this  temple  mny  justly  be  considered 
a  most  happy  set  of  mortals,  as  they 
freely  acknowledge  themselves  to  be. 
They  are  much  employed  in  prayer,  or 
in  sacred  songs  and  heavenly  musings, 
without  any  of  the  cares  and  solicitudes 
that  perplex  the  busy  crowd.  All  their 
wants  are  supplied  by  the  rajah,  who 
has  set  apart  certain  lands  in  Jaedad 
which  alone  are  amply  sufficient  to 
supply  the  necessaries  of  life  in  abun- 
dance, to  the  whole  establishment,  of 
the  priests  of  the  temple.  The  names 
of  their  ten  saints  are  as  follows  :  Baba 
Nanuk  Shah,  Araerdass  Shah,  Gooroo 
Arjun  Shah,  Gooroo  Tegh  Bahadur, 
Gooroo Angut, Gooroo  Uam  Das,  Gocv 
roo  Hurgobind,  Gooroo  Hurkissen, 
Gooroogobind  Singh  S  hib. 

This  part  of  the  Punjab,  as  well 
as  every  other  part  of  it,  where 
the  rajah's  influenre  and  authority 
exist,  is  under  a  good  police,  and  the 
country  perfectly  safe  for  travellers  ; 
capital  crimes  and  robberies  seldom 
occurring,  from  the  severt^  examples 
the  rajah  has  lately  n)ade  by  hanging 
the  offenders,  in  some  instances,  by 
confiscating  the  property,  and  puttnig 
to  death  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
and  villages,  near  the  place  where  such 
robberies  have  been  committed  *,  and 
10  salutary,  oi*  to  speak  perhaps  more 
oorrectly,  so  effectual  have  these  ex- 


amples proved,  |hat  single  persons  nn* 
guarded,  travel  now  in  safety,  perfectly 
secure  both  in  their  lives  atki  property. 

Good  camels  are  procurable  here 
in  great  numbers  at  50  rupees  each. 
They  come  down  laden  with  rt>ck  salt, 
from  a  mine  called  Noon  Mean,  about 
SO  miles  to  the  northward  of  Lahore. 
One  morning  lately,  I  passed  a  string 
of  600  of  them  all  laden  wiih  salt, 
which  they  carry  in  slings,  a  large  lump 
on  e:.ch  side  of  the  camel,  resembling 
in  app.^arance  blocks  of  unwrougiu 
marble. 

20ih,  I  arrived  at  Lahore.  The 
name  of  this  capital,  I  find  to  be  a 
corruption  of  Ellahnoor,  or  God's  splen- 
did city  ;  it  stands  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  which  is  deep,  and  about  300 
yards  across,  but  its  streaai  is  not  ra- 
pid. 

Lahore,  20th  of  May. — One  angle 
of  the  fort  is  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
stream,  the  rajah  resides  in  the  fort.  It 
is  a  place  of  no  strength,  without  a 
ditch  or  any  defences  for  can t^on,.  and 
has  moie  the  appearance  of  a  palace, 
than  a  phice  of  detence.  Its  walls  arc 
lofty,  and  decorated  on  the  outside,  ia 
the  highest  style  of  eastern  ornament  j 
but  hastening  to  ruin,  as  well  as  al- 
most all  the  private  houses,  and  all  the 
musjids  in  the  place,  exhibiting  the 
effects  of  the  destructive  hand  of  time, 
in  as  a  great  degree  as  the  cities  of 
Delhi  and  Agra,  and  already  its  ruins 
are  fully  as  extensive  as  those  ot  the 
latter  city.  The  present  name  of  the 
river  is  a  corruption  of  Ayravutee,* 
which  name  was  given  to  it  by  the  rajah 
Jnder,  who  lived  in  the  Sulie-yugand 
was  married  oh  its  banks,  to  a  lady  of 
that  name.  Its  banks  are  low,  and  its 
course  being  thiough  a  flat  country, 
ail  the  way  from  its  source,  the  water 
is  constantly  muddy,  and  is  not  used 
by  the  inhabitants,  who  only  drink 
wak  r  i\in\)  the  wells,  which  here  and 
throu^houl  the  Punjab  is  excellent. 

Lahore  is  still  a  pretty  large  town, 
composed  of  lofty  houses  ;  the  streets 
are  \ery  narrow,  it  has  a  good  bazar, 


•  AiravAtte  meaos  *'  beloDging  to  Airvaata,' 


which  last  is  ihe  name  of  lQ<ira*8  elepl>aatt« 
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bot  it  b  not  inhabited  by  people  of  any 
wealth  or  conseqnence ;  2^maun  Shah 
having,  on  his  coming  to  ihii  place 
eight  years  ago,  plundered  it  of  thirty 
lacks  of  rupees  ;  since  which  time  the 
principal  bankers  and  merchants  bave 
considered  Amrustur  the  safer  place 
of  the  two,  and  reside  chiefly  at  the 
latter  city. 

The  next  river,  now  called  Che- 
nab,  was  formerly  named  Chufider- 
baga^  by  the  same  rajah,  as  mentioned 
above.  Baga,  meaning  pleasure,  (i.  e.) 
the  place  of  pleasure,  where  he  expe- 
rienced some  favourite  gratification, 
and  the  Jelum,  anciently  called  Inde- 
ranee,*  Indran  meaning  sweetj  so  cal- 
led from  its  salubrious  waters,  which 
they  say  are  always  clear,  and  as  cold 
as  ice,  and  very  wholesome. 

On  the  23d,  I  waited  upon  the 
rajah  Hunjeit  Singh,  who  received  me 
very  politely,  in  a  grand,  lofty,  spa- 
cious saloon  of  the  palace,  all  of  marble, 
and  inlaid  with  red  and  other  coloured 
atones,  pretty  much  resembling  that  at 
Agra.  It  is  about  lOOfeet  in  length, 
and  is  called  the  Aeena  Mukul,  from 
the  decoration  of  its  roof  by  small 
sqoare-shaped  pieces  of  glass,  at  which 
the  rajah  informed  me  the  Singhs  used 
to  amuse  themselves  by  firing  with 
their  matchlocks,  and  would  soon  have 
destroyed  it  totally,  had  he  not  put  a 
stop  to  their  amusement,  by  making  it 
his  chief  place  of  abode.  In  front  of 
this  saloon  there  was  a  fountain  playing, 
and,  in  the  centre  of  it. is  his  hot  weather 
sleeping  room,  tattled  in:  his  wives 
and  other  ladies  occupying  the  greater 
part  of  the  palace,  which  is  very  spa- 
cious, and  ail  built  of  marble. 

This  palace  was  originally  founded 
by  Akber  j  additional  buildings '  were 
given  to  it  by  Jehankeer^  by  Shah  Je« 
ban,  and  byAurnngzebe.  Several  Kran, 
Kandahar,  and  Punjab  horses  were  aux- 
tioned  in  front  of  the  palace,  ail  richly 
caparisoned. 

The  rajah  is  about  t^wenty-seven 
years  old,  he  is  blind  of  his  left  eye, 
which  he  lost  in  his  infancy,  by  the 


small  pox  ;  he  is  rather  below  thd 
middle  stature,  and  of  very  affable  un« 
aflfected  manneis,  active  and  fond  of 
exercise  on  horseback,  which  he  takes 
early  every  morning.  He  is  consi4ered 
brave  and  clever  in  the  field,  quick  in 
his  conceptions,  and  possesses  a  very 
good  natural  understanding.  He  asked 
me  a  number  of  questions,  and  hrst  as 
to  my  religion  ;  be  did  not  detaio  me 
long  upon  this  point  of  inqu'uy,  but 
ba^itened  to  subjects  better  suited 
to  his  comprehension,  and  in  which  he 
seemed  to  feel  a  more  lively  interest. 
He  particularly  inquired  what  number 
of  cavalry  one  of  our  battalions  could 
beat.  [  told  him  thirty  thousand  with 
ease,  which  he  seemed  to  think  rather 
too  great  a  number;  and  alter  pausing 
a  moment  or  two,  observed  that  he 
believed  they  were  a  match  for  20.000. 
He  then  asked  me  if  1  understood  the 
discipline  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  and 
if  his  troops  could  be  made  equal  to 
ours  ?  if  I  could  lay  a  gun  well  j  cast 
cannon,  and  make  small  arms,  &c.  8lc,} 
Almost  all  his  questions  were  upon  mi« 
litary  topics. 

He  is  quite  the  soldier,  and  regrets 
that  he  can  get  no  active  clever  Euro* 
peans  into  his  service  ^  his  personal 
bravery*  is  such,  that  he  frequently 
leads  on  his  storming  parties,  and  is 
the  first  man  to  enter  the  breach. 
Like  most  Hindus,  he  is  a  fatalist^ 
which  givesadditionalenergy  to  hisnatu- 
ral  courage.  He  says  it  u  vain  for  a  man 
to  attempt  to  hide  himself,  since  what' 
ever  is  doomed  to  be  his  end  must  ine- 
vitably happen,  as  pre-ordaioed. 

24th— Crossed  the  Ravee,  and 
visited  Shah  Durrah,  about  two  miles 
north  of  Lahore.  Here  stands  the 
celebrated  mausoleum  of  Jehangeer, 
within  a  wall  of  nearly  600  yards 
square,  with  gateways  formed  of  red- 
stone.  It  is  a  magnificent  building,  of 
66  paces  square,  with  octangular 
towers,  at  tlie  angles,  add  flights  of 
56  siteps  to  the  top.  The  roof  is^  co- 
vered with  slabs  of  white  marble,  and 
it  is  about   14  feet  high.    The  mar« 


*  Ghandrabhaga  is  the  ancient  oaroe  of  the  Cbiaab  in  the  Purans.    The  word  sig&iSt 
a  part  of  the  moon,  from  the  cUamets  of  iu  water.  OOO I P 

f  Inderaoee  it  the  name  of  Iadra*s  wife.    Indra  is  Japitcr  of  the  Hindo^^d 
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ble  tomb  in  its  centre^  is  larger  than 
Shah  Jehan*s>  at  Agra  ;  it  is  inlaid  ex- 
actly in  the  same  manner^  and  is  as 
perfect  as  the  day  it  was  made.  The 
four  aisles,  or  passages  to  it,  are  laid 
with  slabs  of  white  and  black  marble, 
the  Ajoobah  and  other  stones,  all  very 
beautiful;  and  although  the  ornamental 
part  of  the  workmanship  of  the  in- 
terior is  not  so  profuse  as  that  of  the 
Taje,  is  at  once  strikingly  elegant,  and 
would  appear  wonderful  to  a  person, 
who  had  npt  previously  visited  Agra. 
I  could  get  no  correct  account  of  the 
cost  of  this  building  j  one  man  who 
pretended  to  know,  said  it  had  costs 
crores  of  rupees,  which  put  a  stop  to 
any  further  enquiries,  as  I  was  told 
he  was  the  only  person  who  could  give 
any  information  on  the  subject ;  but  I 
think,  it  must  have  cost  full  half  as 
much  as  the  Taje,  the  same  work- 
manship and  the  same  hands  of  the 
game  workmen,  are  seen  in  both. 
This  mausoleum  is  still  in  good  condi- 
tion, in  spite  of  the  lapse  of  time ; 
some  of  the  marble  railing  is  beginning 
to  fall,  as  well  as  parts  of  the  domes  of 
the  angular  towers  j  but  in  general  it  is 
in  much  better  repair  than  any  other 
buildings  of  the  Moghul  emperors, 
either  at  Delhi  or  Agra.  I'he  rajah 
Spends  many  of  the  hottest  days  of  the 
year  under  the  vaulls  of  these  aisles, 
wl>ere,  from  their  being  so  completely 
•haded  and  sheltered  from  the  influ- 
ence of  the  sun,  it  must  always  be  cool. 
During  the  night  of  the  same  season, 
he  sleei)Son  the  top  of  the  building. 

TavernicT  has  committed  a  gross 
mistake  in  saying  that  the  remains  of 
Jehangeer  were  interred  in  a  garden 
between  Delhi  and  Agra.  His  tomb 
bears  the  following  inscription  in 
Arabic: 

*'  The  resplendent  place  of  sleep  of 
bis  Majesty.  The  as>lum  of  pardoi). 
Noorocfdeen  M4»hummnd  Jeliangeer, 
Badsiiah.  who. died  in  the  jear  1037 
of  the  Hejera,  ISO  years  a^o."  * 
*'  Tran^tation  of  the  Arabic  Inscription 
•*  In  the  name  of  God,  the  com- 
passionate and'  I  he  mf^rciful.      He  is 


the  pardoner  of  sins.  Almighty  and 
blessed  God  said  (say  Oh  Mohuroroud !) 
Oh  my  servants,  ye  that  have  mul- 
tiplied sins  upon  yourselves  be  not 
hopeless  of  God's  mercy.  Verily,  God 
will  pardon  all  sins,  he  is  the  pardon- 
er and  the  merciful  ;  every  soul  shall 
taste  of  death,  and  ye  shall  meet  your 
rewards  at  the  day  of  judgment ;  and 
he  that  shall  be  brought  out  of  tha 
Are,  shall  be  admitted  into  paradise  and 
find  redemption;  for  what  is  the  life  of 
the  world  but  deceitful  goods.  Then, 
(say  Oh  Mohummud)  my  Lord,  par- 
don and  be  merciful,  for  thou  art  the 
most  merciful  of  the  merciful,  imma- 
culate cherisher,  the  cherisber  of  the 
west 

"  All  praise  to  God,  the  Lord  of  the 
universe.'* 

Near  this  monument,  but  In  a 
separate  inclosOre,  stands  the  mauso- 
leum of  the  famous  Kahjah  Ayass, 
father  of  the  celebrated  Noor  Jehan,  it 
is  of  a  neat  octagon  figure,  having  a 
dome  which  is  covered  with  marble 
slabs;  the  tomb  is  of  marble,  inlaid 
with  flower-work  of  stone,  and  bears 
Arabic  inscriptions  of  the  ninety-nine 
names  of  God,  &c.  but  what  is  singu- 
lar enough,  neither  the  name  of  the 
deceased,  nor  the  time  of  his  decease, 
are  noticed :  this  tomb  is  neglected  and 
is  filling  into  ruin.  To  the  southward 
of  this,  on  the  open  plain,  is  to  be  seen 
the  monument  of  Noor  Jehan  Begum 
Ashruffle  Nissa  ;  it  is  a  square  of  ^6 
paces,  low,  with  a  flat  roof,  the  tomb 
of  plain  marble,  without  any  kind  of 
inscriptipn  and  is  still  in  good  condition. 
Close  to  it  is  another,  said  to  contain 
the  remains  of  her  favourite  waiting 
maid  ;  the  aisles  to  which  are  vaulted, 
but  are  now  in  a  ruinous  state.  Th* 
wall  by  whit  b  it  was  enclosed  is  com- 
pletely levelled  with  the  ground,  and  as 
tin*  rajah  pa)  s  no  attention  to  it,  his 
S)\anf'iui  it  a  cool  convenient  plaot 
lor  :ho  accommodation  of  themselves 
and  tlieir  horses.  The  country  on  that 
sivte  of  the  river  is  pretty  well  culti- 
vared,  and  studded  with  clumps-  of 
mango,  jameen,  and  plane  treea^  coa- 


•  The  yctr  of  our  Lc<d  t8c8,  ^^cing  of  ifac  Hcjcra  lakj. 
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tfcpoiK  to  the  monumerm  ;  and,  in  its 
wi«ler  landscaiie,  pieeenting  ro  the  eye 
a  vnsr  extent  of  veidinr  plain.  The 
rajdh  has  a  mint  here,  as  vvtil  as  at 
Amrulsnr.anJ  aUo  a  c.nmon  founderv; 
but  hU  bta^s  g*^!'^''  h.ive  been  pnn  based 
in  different  pans  of  India,  hij*  uork- 
men  seldom  suoceedinj  ni  casting  good 
guns. 

25th — ^The  rajah  very  kindly  offered 
to  solicit  of  Ata  Mohumnied  Khnn, 
sub.ular  of  Ca>hn»eer,  porniissino  fi>r 
my  x'isiting  his  country,  and  if  leave  be 
obiHined,  he  piopor.es  to  t'urni-h  n)e 
with  an  escort  of  liorse,  the  Sharah,  or 
high  road,  being  con^^idertJ  an  v.iy  nn- 
sate,  and  tr  ivelters  liable  to  be  plun- 
dered and  put  to  death  ;  the  countries 
lying  between  the  hills  of  Ca^Inneer 
and  the  Punjab,  being  inhabited  by 
independent  hordes,  who  are  neither 
•object  to  the  r^j  th  nor  soubahdar, 
aiKi  who  Subsist  chiefly  by  plunder. 

This  morning,  the  Raj  ib  shewed 
me  hisgniin  pracnce  within  the  furl,  at 
a  marked  place  250  yards  distam  j  his 
gunners  hred  severed  romid.»  from  an 
English  iron  12- pounder,  a  Dutch 
brass  5-ponnder,  and  three  other  brass, 
fun»,  conntry-made,  and  a  very  fine 
brass  5-potinder  whi<  h  he  took  from 
the  Pataula  raj  th,  and  whivh  has  an 
iron  cylinder  like  the  gun  ca))tured  at 
the  battle  of  Dehly,  and  carries  very 
tccurately.  The  Uajah,  who  is  a  capi- 
tal shot,  laid  his  gnu,  and  hit  the  cen- 
tre of  the  target,  the  Hrst  shot.  Their 
carriages  are  tolerably  good,  and  one 
of  them  was  lately  made  by  a  carpen- 
ter from  Dehly,  in  imiiaiionof  ours, 
though  not  equally  well  executed  j  it  is 
constructed  of  good,  well-seasoned 
•isso-wood,  and  cost  him  12()0  rupees. 
They  have  elevating  scre^v^,  aitd  in 
good  order  :  his  Gooland  tuzc  are  from 
perron's  and  the  Bei;um  SamrooN  sei- 
Vice.  They  have  been  well  iraiiutl, 
and  are  very  expert.  The  hJl5l^Ii^h 
gun  b^rs  the  knag's  arm*i,  and  was 
brought  into  this  countr)  50  years  ago 
by  Jeinc^  Khan,  subahJar  ofGuzerai. 
This  practice  with  the  guns,  and  horse- 
exercise  ai^e  the  favourite  amusements 
of  the  Rajah,  from  day -break  till 
'8  o'clock.  His  gun- powder  is  of  the 
commoD  kind,  as  usiully  manufactured 


in  the  country,  and  is  made  at  Labor© 
and  Amrutsur.  He  h.is  both  brass  and 
lrorl^ho  ,  all  heat,  and  .some  brass  shells, 
which  he  fires  out  of  tei»  inc'i  luor  a  s, 
with  wooileii  fe.zes,  and  which  hi-  ^»o- 
lanft;»uze  infonned  me  answeted  ex- 
trenu  ly  well,  seldom  burst  no  before 
iheycoiue  in  contact  with  the  ground. 
1  biee  of  his  gola:»(ia  »ze  havn  g  hit 
the  target  iu  tins  uiorning's  exvicise, 
received  <  aci  JO)  rupees  ar^d  a  piece  of 
cloth,  wjiith  kitul  oi  reward  he  never 
ld\U  Ui  make  (o  any  of  his  soldiers  dis- 
p1  iviuii  particid.ir  bravery  or  dext.iiiv  ; 
an  encoui?gemcnt  whicl ,  if  combitted 
with  a  reL*.uIar,  gO">d  "system  ot  disci- 
pline, would  exoi'e  great  enuilation, 
and  promote  perfcHMiun,  but  without 
w  hich  tlie  natural  indolence  and  love 
ol  ea^e  of  these  people,  together  with 
the  inferiority  of  their  understac.ding, 
operate  a»  a  bar  to  that  exertion  so 
nciessary  to  attainn)ents.  The  Rajah 
is  at  all  times  both  feared  and  beloved 
by  his  soldiers,  lo  whom  he  is  kiird  and 
just. 

M:iy  28ih. — T  again  visited  the 
rajah  Runjeit  Sinoh,  whom  1  found 
in  the  lower  apartment  of  the  palace^ 
There  were  I  wo  beauntul  PiwjalKe 
hordes,  pickc  tied  close  to  him,  su'tlied 
bridled,  and  all  ready  to  be  mout.ted, 
Iu  many  other  pnts  <.f  ihat  elegant 
budding,  were  a.st)  pi<ke«ie{  s>,vetal 
other  horses,  tbouLjli  <}f  jiif*  rior  not© 
and  beauty  to  the  two  that  1  have  juit 
noticed. 

On  the  29th. —  I  viMtcd  the  ruins 
of  Lahore,  which  affurd  a  nielanrho  y 
picture  of  fallen  splendour.  T!>ese 
ruins  present  a  striking  \iew  of  the  in- 
fljience  of  time  ;  and  of  ihe  viciksiiude 
ol  all  sublui.ary  things,  the  mind  is  natu- 
ral iv  depressed  wiij  a  crowd  ot  n  eian- 
choly  reflections,  in  contemplating 
tie  exteUbivr*  s<:ene  of  dilapiuarum  j 
the  ia>i"^e  of  tbo  greatitess  and  activity 
of  ibis  city  in  its  former  days,  rush 
upon  thu  im  tf:;ination,  nnd  comparing 
those  with  ibe  pre.')ent  desola  w-n,  ii-e 
n)ouldering  ruitts,  the  gloom  and 
death-like  solitude  that  now  envelope 
the  scene,  the  contrast  oppresses  the 
heait  with  sorrow,  vwhile  it  mourn- 
fully declares  the  instability  of  human 
hopes  and  projects,    and  the  vaoit) 
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4>f  all  baman  ponuiti.  Here  the 
lofty  dwellings,  and  the  muijids, 
which  not  60  years  ago  raised  their 
tops  to  the  skies,  and  were  the  pride  of 
a  busy  and  active  popul/ition,  are  now 
crunabling  into  dust,  and  in  less  than 
half  a  century  noorewill  be  levelled 
with  the  ground.  |n  going  over  these 
ruins,  I  saw  not  a  human  being  ;  all 
was>ilence,  solitude,  and  gloom,  in 
perfect  accordance  with  the  train  of 
melancholy  ideas  produced  by  the  sur- 
rounding  objects.  The  decay  of  the 
rousjids  and  other  buildings,  is  greatly 
accelerated  .a  consequence  of  their 
having  been  built  without  the  use  of 
any  lime  cement.  This  city  in  the 
days  of  its  glory  roust  have  been  most 
splendid  and  well  deserving  the  name  it 
bore  of  Allah  Noor. 

30th.— On  makingenquirics  respect- 
ing the  route  to  the  westward,  I  am 
informed  that  the  distance  from  hence 
to  Eeran  is  no  less  than  105  days  jour- 


ney; 


15  from  this  to  Peshawur  cros- 


sing on  the  road  the  Your  rivers  Kavee, 
Cheneb,  Jalum,  and  Attock.  From 
thence  to  Cabul  8  days ;  and  20  days 
from  thence  to  Kandahar,  and  very 
little  water  to  t>e'met  with  on  the 
road  From  Kandahar  to  Herat  is  a  ^ 
journey  of  24  days,  crossing  the  two 
rivers  Arkundoo  and  Almun.  From 
Herat  to  Mushud  is  a  distance  of  l6 
days  journey  ciossing  one  river,  namely 
the  Goorean,  and  from  Mushud  to 
Eeran  22  days  travel.  According  to 
the  best  information' that  I  can  obtain, 
it  appears  that  from  Lahore  to  the 
Attock  there  is  no  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended by  travellers,  but  from  thence 
to  Herat  there  is  very  great  danger, 
from  large  gangs  of  desperate  thieves 
and  murderers,  who  frequent  that  part 
of  the  road ;  but  from  Herat  to  Eeran 
you  travel  in  perfect  safety. 

June  4th.  To  day  I  visited  the  rajah's 
pleasure  ganW  called  the  Shalamar.  It 
IS  SI  uated  three  miles  to  tt)e  eastward 
of  the  town  of  Lahore.  It  is  planned 
and  laid  out  in  the  usual  manner  of  all 
large  oriental  gardens,  with  long  puc- 
kati  walks,  intersecting  each  otlier  at 
righ  angles,  and  enclosing  parterres 
oi  thrubberv  and  flowers. 

The  wells  here  are  from  33  10  43 


cubits  deep ;  I  mean  that  is  the  depth 
of  earth  which  they  are  obliged  to  cat 
before  they  reach  the  water. 

"  The  rajah  Runjeit  Singh,  widiin 
the  short  period  of  two  years,  has  redu- 
ced to  a  tributary  state  all  the  chieft 
who  were  formerly  independent  of  him, 
and  occupying  the  countries  from  the 
banks  of  the  Jumna  to  the  Scind,  and 
should  no  attempt  be  made  by  bis 
neighbours  to  check  his  growing  power, 
a  few  years  more  will  make  him  very 
formidable.  Soldiers  of  fortune  are 
coming  into  his  service  from  all  parts 
of  Hindoostan,  from  a  knowledge  of 
his  military  views  and  projects,  the 
high  pay  he  gives,  and  otlier  encourage- 
ing  contingencies,  that  attach  to  his 
service. 

On  the  13th  I  marched  ta 
Sumeen  &  Kulall,  two  villages  defend- 
ed  by  mud  forts,  delightfully  situated, 
and  commanding  one  of  the  most  finely* 
diversified  prospects  that  imaginatioo 
can  picture.  The  plain  between  these 
two  villages,  which  is  of  great  extent, 
and  the  neatest  range  of  hills,  are 
covered  with  tall  grass,  of  beautiful  ver- 
dure, and  which  affords  shelter  to 
game  of  all  kinds.  The  plain  is  bound- 
ed on  the  south  east  by  the  river 
Beeak,  which  winds  its  meandering 
stream  in  a  south-westerly  directioo, 
through  a  fine,  open,  level  country. 
To  the  east  and  north-east,  are  three 
ranges  of  hills,  the  nearest  of  which  is 
about  7  miles  distant,  and  the  farthest 
100.  These  last,  which  are  of  great 
elevation,  are  either  covered  with  snow 
or  crowned  with  whitecliffs,  exhibiting 
a  grand  and  captivating  prospect,  par- 
ticularly towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
day,  when  the  rays  of  the  declinii^ 
sua  tinge  their  summits  with  the  rosy 
tints  of  pink,  of  azure,  of  violet,  and 
innumerable  hues  and  shades,  t>l^ed 
in  endless  variety  by  the  pencil  of  na- 
ture ;  the  whole  displays  a  most  sub- 
lime, beautiful,  and  majestic  landscape, 
heightened  by  the  contrast  of  the  soft 
verdure  of  the  plains  beneath,  and  the 
winding  stream  of  the  Beeak,  which 
occasionally  opens  its  coune,  and  oeca- 
bionally  opens  its  shining  bosom  to  the 
view.  The  hWU  aie  ran^  in  the  form 
of  an  amphitheatre,  and  tower  above 
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Mch  other  in  majestic  grandeur  as  they 
recede  in  the  distance.  The  enjoy- 
ment of  this  delightful  scenery  is  in- 
creased by  a  cool,  a  serene,  and  elastic 
atmosphere.  I  do  not  believe  that 
ever  the  beautiful  valley  of  Cashmeer 
itself  can  shew  a  more  sublime  and 
pleasing  prospect. 

The  tract  of  country  lying  between 
the  Jumna  and  the  Scind,  generally 
speaking,  is  badly  cultivated.  Such 
parts  as  are  cultivated  are  kept  in  very 
good  order  3  but  I  mean  that  the  pro- 
portion  of  land  that  is  totally  neglected 
is  very  great,  the  waste  lands  exceed- 
ing the  cultivated  by  at  least  as  two  to 
one.  The  rajah  cultivates  no  part 
of  the  grounds  himself,  they  are  all 
held  by  sirdars  who  pay  him  tribute,  or 
they  are  held  in  jageer*  or  jaedadf  the 
latter  by  the  principal  part  of  bis  army, 
who  subsist  themselves  in  time  of 
peace  by  the  plough,  but  when  called 
upon  for  actual  service,  the  rajah  not 
only  subsists  them,  for  the  time  their 
services  are  required,  but  provides 
them  with  clothes  also.  He  can  call 
into  the  field  by  a  signal  one  hundred 
thousand  fighting  men,  horse  and 
fbot,  by  collecting  all  those  holding 
jaedad  lands^  calling  upon  the  different 
chiefs  for  g-lOths  of  their  force  ;  but 
hit  establishment  seldom  exceeds  14 
thousand  foot  soldiers  and  ^  thousand 
horse^  whom  he  pays  regularly  every 
•ix  months,  partly  in  grain  and  partly 
in  money,  according  to  the  kind  of 
man  and  horse  (the  troopers  finding 
their  own  Jiorses,  match-locks,  swords, 
and  arrows,  but  the  Rajah  supplies 
them  with  ammunition,  and  a  new 
saddle  at  the  end  of  every  six  months.) 
If  the  horse  be  very  small,  and  the 
rider  aged  or  weak  of  body,  he  only 
g?ts  100  rupees  and  100  maunds  of 
grain;  but  if  of  the  better  kind,  he 
receives  200  rupees  and  200  maunds  of 
grain,  and  if  both  horse  and  rider  be 
of  the  first  class,  they  receive  300 
rupees  and  300  maundis  of  grain,  for 
their  six  months*  service.    None  of  the 


infantry*  soldiers  receive  less  than  J 
rupees  per  mensem,  which  he  allows 
to  aged  and  weak-bodied  men;  but 
young,  stout,  handsome  men  get  8,  9, 
10,  and  12  rupees,  agreeably  to  the 
rajah's  pleasure,  which  diflference  of 
pay  is  given  to  men  serving  in  the  same 
corps.  The  rajab  jias  a  number  of 
good  guns  and  well  mounted,  which 
are  served  by  the  corps  of  golandauzc 
formerly  mentioned. 

Having  written  to  Atah  Mohummed 
Khan,  subahdar  of  Cashmeer,  in  May 
last,  for  permission  to  visit  his  country, 
I  got  no  reply  during  my  residence  at 
Lahore,  but  two  months  after  my  re* 
turn  I  received  his  answer  of  refusal ; 
in  which  he  says,  notwithstanding  my 
application  was  backed  by  a  recommen- 
dation in  its  favour  from  the  rajah,  that 
he  will  on  no  account  permit  any  £u« 
ropean  to  enter  his  country. 

The  distance  from  thence  to  Lahore, 
agreeable  to  my  mode  of  reckoning, 
of  three  miles  to  an  hour,  amounts  to 
4(>4  miles,  or  30  days  journey. 

1  have  made  repeated  inquiry,  but , 
without  being  able  to  obtain  the  slight- 
est information,  of  Shah  Pore,  the 
King  Porus  of  European  historians.  I 
have  been  equally  unsuccessful  in  my 
inquiries  respecting  Sickunder  Shab« 
Alexander  the  Great ;  nor  cim  I  find 
any  trace  as  to  the  time  when,  or  by 
whom,  Lahore  was  founded.  They 
have  no  records  in  the  country,  that  I 
could  hear  of,  and  are,  in  general,  a 
very  illiterate  people,  both  the  high  and 
lower  orders  only  speaking  the  Punjab 
provincial  dialect,  a  language  that  is 
itill  without  any  written  characters,, 
and  is  a  corruption  of  Hindoostanee 
and  Persian,  without  any  knowledge  of 
bookstand  few  of  them  can  either  lead 
or  write,  though  many  of  them,  even 
the  common  troopers,  speak  Persian, 
Hindoostanee,  and  Punjabee,  without 
being  able  to  read  or  write  a  word  of 
either  of  these  languages. 

I  must  not  forget  to  relate  a  fact 
strongly  characteristic  of  the  rajah*s 


*  Lands  assigned  gratuitously,  or  in  consideration  of  past  services,  for  the  personal  expenses 
of  an  individual,  without  the  express  condition  of  military  service  in  time  10  come* 

f  Lands  allotted  to  a  chief,  for  (he  maintenance  of  a  ccruin  body  of  troopsy  which  he  must 
have  io  readioeis  at  all  cimes  when  retjuired. 
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lenity  of  di.«ipo<;ifion  :  a  few  monihs 
since,  a  m^n  came  iiito  his  pn-sence 
wiih.  an  inienrujn  nt  piuti'ig  hnn  to 
df*aih  npon  ih^  .^pot  j  ami,  having 
drawn  his  sword  tor  the  pa»poi»e  of 
cariying  his  intention  into  effect,  he 
was  instantly  seized,  and  withheld  by 
the  peo})le  who  were  pre'-ent ;  but  the 
raj  ih,  ins  ead  of  pnnisliing  him,  g.ive 
him  50  rnpeen,  am!  told  hii"n,  since  he 
would  n(>i  give  him  any  informarion 
respect il^g  the  persons  who  had  sent 
him  to  cominii  snch  a  deed,  togoabont 
his  ba>iiiess,  and  to  profit  by  the  cle- 
mency that  he  havl  e\perienied. 

J  met  wiih  one  man,  a  Kutre  Hin- 
doo, who  prett  nded  10  more  Kn>w- 
ledge  than  his  nei^libonrs,  and  ^ho 
in  consideretl  by  them  with  a  sort  of 
orricular  respect.  Upon  asking  hi  n 
whar  he  nnderstoodby  Kindoosian,  he 
replied,  that  country  co  np^i^ing  twen- 
ty sub.ihdarries,  seven  of  wh'ch  are  in 
the  D  ikun,  five  in  Bengal,  ^\e  in 
O  »de  and  the  Doab,  fi\e  in  the  Pnijab, 
17  of  which  have  been  conqnered  by 
the  English,  and  the  tiestili  indepen- 
dent are  the  subahs  of  L  hor^,  Cash- 
meer,  Muultan.  Taiiah,  and  Bu^er, 
20)  cos«j  beyond  Moulian  at  d  Cabnl 
Hiijdoostan.  extending  northerly  to 
Ghnz'ie  and  Ghooibnnd,  both  depen- 
dencies of  Cabul. —  In  each  subah  aie 
five  chuckLis,  and  in  each  .  chuckla 
25  pnig^nnahs. 

The  raj.jh,  Unnj.-ii  Singh,  informed 
me,  ihit  when  Zemaun  Shah  vi^^itcd 
Lahoie,  about  eight  years  ago,  he 
brought  with  him  three  lacks  of  hor^^e- 
nen,  crossed  the  Kavee,  and  encamped 
close  undf^r  t!)e  city,  which  he  plun- 
dered of  30  lacks  of  rupees  ;  at  which 
time  the  rajah's  force  did  not  exceed 
40.000,  and  as  he  could  not  venture  to 
give  him  battle,  he  took  up  his  posi- 
tion at  Amrutsur,  hut  finding  the  Shah 
had  no  inclination  to  advance  further 
into  the  Cijuntry,  he  stole  npon  him  in 
a  d^rk  nit^ht,  attacked  his  lines,  and 
killed  a  va^t  number  of  h«s  people ; 
upon  which  the  Shah  recrossed  the 
river  next  morning,  and  iiiarch^'d  away 
in  great  consternation  ;  since  which 
timfe  uo  attempt  has  been  made  by  the 
Afghans  to  cnjss  the  Scind,  and  they 


of   Rntijeit    Singh's    present  mil'tary 
siieng  li. 

I  shall  here  introduce  som^^  fe- 
rn iiks  whith  I  omitted  in  their  proper 
places. 

1  arrived  at  Hnrdoar  on  the  6th 
April,  and  I  obncrved  with  nuu  h  sa- 
tisfaction, every  iippeannce  (»f  imfivi- 
dual  hajipiiRss,  and  of  the  general 
prosperiiv  of  th#  country,  the  greater 
pan  of  which,  was  in  the  hii;liest  state 
of  c  ultivaiion.  Tlie  inhat)itants  ex- 
prcs'»ed  themselves  as  coufent  and 
happy  ruder  the  [)iotection  ot  the  Bri- 
tish tovemment,  and  ir  is  n^anifcht  iliat 
the  securi  y  exteiKied  to  their  persons 
and  property,  proves  a  strong  incite- 
ment to  their  industry,  whitlu  in  thd 
course  of  a  few  years,  has  restored  their 
country  to  prosperity,  ami  raised  it  10 
80  flo-.irishing  a  condnion,  that  the 
name  of  ilie  Gaidt  11  of  Iiuli  1  is  much 
more  applica'»ie  to  it  now,  than  at  any 
former  period  even  dnriiig  jhe  j'oxern^^ 
menl  of  their  favourite  Prnice,  Fyzoola 
Khan. 

Tile  name  Hurdoar,  or  Hurid  war,  is 
compr>i.nJed  ot  Hnr  or  H  ri,  one  of 
the  names  uf  Krishu,  and  the  Shans- 
crit  word  duar,  a  gate  or  door,  which 
etvrtioU)gv,  with  i's  adjunrt,  gives 
Hurs  ga'e  into  [aradise  This  spot 
was  the  favourite  re.^Mence,  and  place 
ol  ablution, of  Hurand  Rnnkall.  Snuat- 
ed  about  three  miles  from  Hurdoar, 
was  th'^  residence  and  bathing  place  of 
Ditch  peij  ibiii.  It  is  on  the  s:^me  side 
of  the  river,  and  near  the  place  where 
Dilvellce  Sinojh  Saraflfot  Nujeebabad, 
and  rajah  Hern  Singh  Goojcei,  ha^e, 
conjointly  with  the  Go-»ain^,  biiih, 
within  the  last  seven  years,  five  splen- 
did houses,  of  strong  durable  materials, 
and  which  are  said  to  have  cost  no 
more  than  thirty-thousand  rupees.  Jf 
these  buildings  have  been  raised  for  so 
small  a  sum,  they  must  have  been  su- 
|.>erintended  by  some  extraordinary  eco- 
nomy J  as  upon  the  lowest  European 
estimate  they  would  amount  to  a  much 
larger  sum.  1  hey  are  constructed  of 
hewn  stone  and  burnt  bricks,  and  are 
intended  for  the  convenience  and  ac- 
commodation of  persons  of  all  descrip- 
tions visiting  these  sacred  places. 
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possible  to  ascertain  the  actual  numbeV 
of  people  present  at  the  Mela,  but, 
considering  the  vas\  extent  of  ground 
they  occupy,  and  they  form  one  con- 
tinued and  uninterrupted  crowd,  ex- 
tending not  less  than  three  or  four 
coss  from^  Hurdoar  down  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  their  numt)er  may  be  es- 
timated at  little  short  of  a  million.  The 
grand  bathing  day  was  on  the  11th  of 
April,  and  the  ceremonies  were  con- 
ducted and  ended  in  the  most  peace- 
able, quiet,  orderly,  manner,  without 
the  smallest  riot  on  the  part  of  any  of 
the  different  sects,  about  the. prece- 
dency of  bathing,  which  was  wont  to 
be  a  never-failing  source  of  dissension 
and  tumult.  In  the  present  instance, 
every  precaution  had  t)een  previously 
taken  that  prudence  could  suggest. 
All  the  pilgrims  were  carefully  dis- 
armed, and  a  sufficient  force,  with  two 
guns,  were  brought  neat  Hurdoar  on 
that  day,  and  so  stationed  as  effectually 
to  over-awe  any  spirit  of  riot  or  disor- 
der. The  happy  effect  of  these  precau- 
tions were  remarked  by  the  multitude, 
and  they  did  not  disperse  without  ac- 
knowledging their  gratitude  and  respect 
to  the  English  government,  for  those 
judicious  arrangements,  which  so  ef- 
fectually secured  them  in  the  quiet  and 
peaceful  performance  of  their  religious 
ceremonies ;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Multan,  Peshawar,  Cabul,  Kandahar, 
Cashmeer,  and  other  distant  parts  of 
ludia,  who  visited  Hurdoar  on  this 
occasion,  will  not  fail  to  disseminate 
through  their  respective  countries,  a 
report  highly  favourable  to  the  English 
name ;  and  I  can  assure  you,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  that  the  pilgrims  of  these 
different  countries,  offer  up  their  pray- 
ers and  hopes,  as  they  travel  along  the 
road,  that  they  may  be  brought  under' 
the  English  dominion. 

A  man's  curiosity  must  be  great 
indeed  to  lead  him  a  second  time  to 
witness  the  Hindoo  fair  or  Mela,  for 
considering  the  little  variety  to  be  ex- 
pected in  the  review  of  people  bathings 
and  the  very  limitted  number  of  com- 
modities offered  for  sale,  suitable  to  the 
European  taste  5  the  loose  sandy  ground 
upon  which  he  is  obliged  to  pilch  his 
tent^  without  shelter  from  the  sun. 


although  in  a  jungle  of  small  trees  and 
underwood  ;  the  inconvenience  expe- 
rienced from  being  in  the  midst  of 
such  an  immense  multitude,  create  in 
ah  aggregate  of  circinnstances  suffi- 
cient to  deter  him  from  placing  himself 
again  in  so  uncomfortable  a  situation. 
•  The  inhabitants  of  this  country  are 
composed  of  Sik'hs,  Singhs,  Jauts,  Ra- 
jeepoots,  and  other  low  Hindoo  casts. 
The  inhabitants  are  in  the  proportion 
of  about  one  fourth  Singhs,  who  con- 
tinue to  receive  converts.  The  rajah 
Runjeit  is  a  Singh  Punjab.  They 
make  good  soldiers,  are  capable  of 
bearing  great  fatigue,  and  can  march 
from  40  to  45  miles  a  day,  for  a  month 
together.  They  are  not  allowed,  by 
the  canons  of  their  iaw-giver,  either  to 
cut  hair  or  to  shave  •  their  beards,  or 
the  hair  of  any  other  part  of  their 
bodies,  or  even  to  pare  the  nails  of 
their  hands  or  feet,  but  with  these 
orders  they  >  find  it  necessary  to  dis- 
pense. 

When  I  was  at  Lumeen  and  Kulalj 
I  received  information  that  the  fort  of 
Kongra,  situated  in  the  hill,  50  coss  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Byass,  was  be- 
sieged 'by  the  Napal  rajah,  with  an 
army  of  40,000  men,  which  had  lain 
before  it  for  two  years ;  and  the  rajah 
of  that  place,  Sunsarchud,  was  in  con- 
siderable distress,  his  provision  being 
nearly  expended  ;  and  ii  was  said  that 
the  Napal  chieftain  meant  to  extend 
bis  conquests  in  that  direction  ev^n  to 
Cashmeer,  after  the  reduction  of  the 
fort.  The  Kongra  rajah  has  50,000 
men  with  him,  but  he  has  no  guns^ 
except  what  belong  to  the  fort  walls, 
Ghoolan  Mohummud  is  with  him,  and 
two  years  since  a  battle  was  fought 
there,  between  the  two  armies,  which 
ended  in  a  defeat  of  the  Kongra  troops^ 
of  whom  three  thousand  were  slain, 
and  also  two  thousand  Rohillas,  com- 
manded by  Ghoolan  Mohummud  ia 
person. 

On  the  20th  of  June  I  left  Lahore, 
arrived  at  Bhaseen,  and  encamped  un- 
der the  branches  of  the  Ingest  banyan 
tree  I  ever  sdw.  It  covers  ground 
sufficient  to  give  shelter  to  5000  men  ; 
and  several  tents  fnight  be  pitched  un* 
der  its  branches. 
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On  the  lOth  I  recrosscd  the  Hypha*  dred  still  reside  here.    On  tb©  2d  I 

818  at  Bahrawar  Gbaut,  where  there  inarched  to  Nooneea,  crossed  the  Suu 

are  fit  teen  passage  boats,  and  arrived  at  ledge,  with  my  attendants  and  bag-- 

Cupocrtoo],  the   residence  of  Futteh  gage  on  two  boats,  at  Caliana  Ghaut} 

Singh  Alowalees.  who  was  absent,  but  the  river  \i  here  narrow  and  rapid, 

he  had  given  orders  for  every  attention  On  the  5th  I  marched  (o  Sirhind, 

to  be  paid  to  me,  and  I  was  accord-  which  place  exhibits,  a  vast  extent  of 

ingly  received  with  mai  ks  of  civihty  ruins,  and  was  in  former  days  a  very 

and  kindness.      Cupoonool  is  a  popu-  considerable  Afghan  city  ;   it  now  be- 

lous  town,  but  unt'avonrabl/  situated,  longs  to  Burgh  Singh  ;  there  are  num* 

upon  a  barren  sandy  plain,  and  without  bers  of  mangoe  groves  in  its  vicinity, 

trees  to  shelter  even  a  single  tent.  and  excellent  tanks  of  water. 

I  n^.arched  on  the  1st  of  July  to  From  this  day  I  directed  my  course 

Opra,  passing  on  the  road  two  small  to  Futtyghurj  and  as  I  returned  by  the 

viilageii,  one  of  whirh  b  the  birth-  same  route  as  that  I  pursiied  to  Lahore, 

place  of  Almass  Ali  Khan,  whose  kin-  my  tour  now  closes. 


DhoondyJee  Wang,  (or  Wagh.) 

The  subjoined  document,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Tippoo,  explains  some  particulanof  this 
notorious  and  well-known  adventurer,  and  tbcreasdn  of  his  confinrmcnt  wtihin  the  fortress  of 
Seriogapetam.  It  shews  also,  the  mode  by  which  the  Sultan  avail;:d  himself,  in  poltiical 
eccurreoces,  of  the  opinions  of  his  confidriuial  servanti:.  He  himself  states  the  C8se« 
and  propouodt  the  questions  mrising  out  of  it,  which  his  counsellor**  answer  in  writing, 
pieviously,  but  shortly,  repeating  the  points  in  reference.  All  who  are  of  one  opinion  deliver 
their  sentiments  collectively  ;  otherst  as  Bishna  Pundit  here,  who  differ  from  the  generality  of 
the  prrsOns  consulted,  speak  their  sentiments  distinctly  and  separately.  The  roaoaerin  whkil 
the  Pundit  delivers  himself,  in  this  instance,  is  frank  and  bold  eriough. 

Something  very  mysterious  pervades  the  whole  paper. — ^Tippoo,  it  may  be  suppo«edy  was 
not  exactly  a  personage  to  jeer  with,  and  yet  there  appcdrs  something  very  little  short  of  jest 
in  the  proposals  made  and  retracted  by  Omar  Khan,  on  the  behalf  of  Dhoondhy.  That  die 
Utter  was  serious  in  his  desire  to  be  taken  into  the  Sultan's  service,  there  can  be  little  doubt, 
or  that  he  had  confideiKc  in  die  friendly  intention  of  Trppoo  towards  him ;  otherwise  he  would 
not  have  put  hinself  completely  liiio  his  hands.  Perhapf  the  agent,  Omar  Khan,  had  offictcusly 
exceeded  his  instructions,  in  undertaking  to  answer  for  his  constituent's  acceptance  of  the  ^iih  ; 
or  that  the  price  or  wages  of  proselytism  <tid  not  come  up  to  his  expectations.  The  first  suj>- 
position  would  seem  to  be  the  more  natural  one.  It  is  plain  that  the  proposition  did  not  move 
from  Dhoondhy,  since  the  Sukan,  as  it  appears,  after  many  preceding  conferences  with  Omar 
Khan,  is  extremely  earnest  10  asccruin,  wbeiber  he  bad  prevailed  on  Dhoondhy  to  accept  the 
honouroj  Islamism«  H^  observes,  in  bis  hurried  and  coarse  way,  **  Having  brought  the  Cata- 
nite  along  with  you,  yon  have,  of  course,  got  him  xorngage  xoemkrace  xhrfcutb^  and  have 
moreover  aoade  him  ac^ain«ed  with  all  our  other  orders."  This  would  seem  to  imply  a  mu* 
Soal  anderstand  og  and  concert  between  the  Khan  and  ihe  Sultan,  to  make  a  convert  of  diis 
^rited  chief,  to  which  be  was  not  a  party;  a  circumstance  which  he  affirms  in  the  sequel, 
Asserting,  that  *'  the  Afghan,  (Omar  Khan)  had  never  communicated  these  things  to  hia, 
and  that  he  had  beard  tbem  now  for  the  first  time.*' 

Dhoondhy,  po»«ibly,  had  bceo  entrap|)ed  into  tbe  power  of  Tippoo ;  and  the  latter,  at  well 
as  Omar  Khan,  might  have  su|^[>oacd  that,  being  there,  he  would  not  know  how  to  extricate 
himielf  froB  the  joint  de^gn,  attended  as  tt  was  hy  lenptationi^  which  tbe  strongest  minds 
l»ve  ml  always  bad  fifaoossenotigh  to  withsund.    Theh^goti^  of  the  ^Sokan  aught  tndutt 
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k'm  to  think  that  the  fiuicicd  superiority  of  his  religion  would  not  be  without  its  inflaenoe  in 
the  conveision,  or  his  policy  suggest,  that  a  little  apparent  force  might  save  the  pride  and  con. 
sequence  of  Dhoondhy,4n  giving  an  air  of  reluctance  to  the  renunciation  of  the  erron  of  hia 
primitive  faith.  Neither  t'ne  Khan  nor  the  Sultan,  however,  calculated  righily  of  their  man. 
This  supposition  is  fortified  by  the  circumstance  of  the  Khan's  escape,  scoc-free»  or,  no  very 
bard  reckoning  \  with  a  few  reproachful  and  opprobrious  terms. 


The  question,  (or  case)  proposed  by 
the  KhodftdM  Sircar^  for  the  conside- 
ration of  all  the  four  departments  of 
government,  and  of  Bishna  Pundit, 
and  relating  to  the  robber,  Dhoondy 
Jee,  is  this: — first,  the  aforesaid  rob- 
ber has  many  times  humbly  repre- 
sented, through  the  medium  of  Bishna 
Pundit,  and  once  or  twice  in  Urzies 
from  himself,  (to  us)  that  he  was  the 
servant  of  the  Sircar,,  and  that,  if  a 
liule  help  were  afforded  him  by  the 
Sircar,  he  would  (engage  to)  take  all 
the  couutry  of  Sh^noor ;  and,  (again) 
that  he  was  the  servant  of  the  Khod^- 
gad  Sircar.  In  answer  hereto,  that 
person  was  told,  once  or  twice,  by 
letter  from  ourselves,  and  furthermore 
by  different  verbal  communications, 
that  as  it  was  (a  time  oO  pf'^ce,  we 
tboold,  (or  could)  positively  ai^brdhim 
no  assistance.  Tc  the  same  effect  we 
sent  him  word,  about  two  months  ago, 
by  Put^h  Sbiih,  saying  you  are  a  ser- 
vant of  the  Khodad^d  Sircar,  and  our 
well-wisher:  you  must  (therefore) 
never  emer  the  territories  of  the  Kho- 
did4d  Sircar,  as,  by  your  doing  so,  the 
peace  would  be  disturbed,  (or  brjken  ,) 
but  yoQ  may  remain  in  tha  :erriiorie«»  of 
others,  and  do  therein  what  vou  will. 
This  message  being  delivered  to  him, 
he  sent  back,  along  with.FuiS^b  Sb^h, 
an  Afghan  of  the  name  of  OniJir 
Khin,  to  whom  he  gave  in  charge  a 
horse,  and  an  Urzer  for  us.  On  the 
arrival  of  these  two  per<?onH  in  the  pre- 
sence*  we  demanded  of  them  an  ac- 
count of  the  si  nation  of  atfairs  in  that 
quarter;  to  which  Fut^h  6hah  an- 
swered, that  this  was  the  inteiition  of 
the  accursed  Rao  :  namely,  to  intro- 
duce himself,  by  whatever  means 
might  be  (practicable),  into  the  pre- 
sence, and  there  iabciir,  after  being 
admitted  to  the  honour  of  I^lamism^  to 
attain  distinction  and  renown,*  and 
that  he  had,  accordingly,  sent  his<:on- 
fidentiaUfrieod  or  servant)  Omar  Kb^. 


for  the  purpose  of  representing  these 
particulars  to  us  in  detail.  The  fol* 
lowing  day  we  summoned  Omar  Kh^n, 
together  with  Futfth  Shfth,  to  our  pre- 
sence where  we  desired  (the  former) 
to  state  truly  to  us,  and  without  lying, 
what  Dhoondy  Jee  said.  Hereupon  the 
aforesaid  (Omar  Khin)  made  a  simi- 
lar communication  to  us;  ^namely, 
that  the  real  wish  of  Dhoondy  Jee  was 
to  obtain  an  introduction  to  the  pre- 
uence,  and  by  approving  (after  his  ad- 
mission to  the  hoiK>ur  of  Islamism) 
his  2ea]  and  devotion  in  our  service,  to 
secure  to  himself  an  honourable  name. 
The  communication  of  this  wretch 
being  concluded,  we,  (being  stilldoubt- 
ful  of  its  accuracy)  made  him  repeat  it, 
which  that  nobody  accordingly  did. 
After  this  we  said  (to  him)  well ;  but 
wherefore  does  he  come  hither  ?  By 
his  coming,  displeasure  wiir  arise  be« 
twcen  us  and  the  Poonah  people.  Let 
him  remain  there,  and  we  will  secretly 
fupply  him  with  what  money  and 
other  articles  he  may  require.  To 
this  that  ass  (or  Omar  Kh^n)  rejoined, 
that  he  had  (already)  stated  to  us  what 
the  utmost  wish  and  object  of  Dhoondy 
Jee  was,  and  could  only  add,  that  he 
was  actuated  by  no  other.  Hereapon 
we  further  said :  It  is  well :  do  you^go 
back  to  Dnoondy  Jee,  and  say  to  him, 
that  the  first  condition  (prescribed  by 
us)  is,  (hat  he  shall  agree  to  embrace 
the  faith  :  the  second,  that  he  shall 
marry  '(under  our  direction)  into  some 
respectable  family  :  furthermore  that 
upon  his  receiving  the  honour  of  Islaro- 
istii,  he  shall  be  put  in  possession  of 
one  or  oi  her  ui  these  two  forts,  namely, 
the  fort  of  Murugsera  or  Husmungy, ' 
together  with  a  j^geer  (adequate  to  d)e 
maintenance)  ol  a  thousand  horse.  If 
(we  added)  he  does  not  agree  to  these 
things,  his  coming  hither  will  not  be 
proper.^  To  this  effect  did  we  three  or 
four  times^  sending  for  O'marKhAn^ 
siiinify  our  nleasure  tohioi*    We  even 
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desired  him  to  repeat  aloud,  what  we 
bad  slated  to  him,  in  order  that  we 
might  be  satisfied  whether  or  npt  he 
(perfectly)  remembered,  or  had  rightly 
comprehended,  the  same  :  whereupon 
that  dog  repeated  the  whole,  word  for 
word.  What  is  here  Slated  took  place 
three  or  four  tinies.  After  this,  giv- 
ing that  dog  a  horse  to  ride,  we  dis- 
patched him,  with'  directions  to  be 
expeditious,  and  to  inform  the  Cata- 
mite, (his  employer)  that  on  condi- 
tion he  embraced  the  faith,  he  might 
repair  to  the  presence ;  but  that  other- 
wise, it  would  be  needless  for  him  to 
come.  Accordingly,  this  accursed 
dog  proceeding  from  hence  (soon)  re- 
turned, accompanied  by  Dhoondy  Jee. 
The  aforesaid  dog  (i.  e.  Qmar  Khan) 
was  no  sooner  arrived,  than  sending 
for  him,  we  said  to  him,  having  brought 
the  catamite  along  with  you,  you  have 
of  course,  got  him  to  engage  to  em- 
brace the  faith,,  and  have,  moreover, 
made  him  acquainted  wiih  all  our 
other  orders  ?  Hereupon,  that  accitrsed 
dog  humbly  set  forth,  that  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  Dhoondy  Jee  had 
not  only  agreed  to  embrace  the  faith, 
but  to  comply,  heart  and  soul,  with 
every  thing  required  of  him,  and,  in 
this  disposition,  had  repaired  to  the 
presence.  On  hearing  this  we  were 
highly  deHghted,  and  said,  we  have 
ordained,  that  his  name  shall  be  Shaikh 
Ahmed.  Let  a  time  be  fixed  for  his 
repeating  the  kulmah  (or  Mahomme- 
dan  creed).  To  this  the  infidel  (mean- 
ing Omar  Kh^n)  answered  :  it  will  be 
better  if  his  repeating  of  the  kulmah 
be  delayed  till  after  two  or  three 
visits  to  the  Durbnr;  but  if  it  be  re- 
quired of  him,  he  will  repeat  it  this 
moment.  Hereupon  we  said,  that  it 
did  not  signify.  But  on  sending  for 
them  the  next  day*  the  same  reply  was 
given  (by  Omar  Khan).  Being  again 
sent  for  on  the  third  day,  we  caused 
Meer.Sadik  to  enquire  of  (Dhoondy 
Jue  himself)  when  he  meant  to  be 
admitted  to  the  honour  of  the  faith, 
and  to  urgejiim  to  embrace  it  spee- 
dily, in  order  that  he  might  repair 
to  his  jageer.  Hereupon,  the  accursed 
dog  (i.  e.  Dhoondy  Jee)  plainly  denied 


every  thing,  declaring  that  he  did  not 
know,  and  had  never  heard,  a  word  of 
the  matter.  After  this  we  had  the 
Catamite  examined  by  the  asof,  by  the 
sudoor,  and  by  others ;  to  all  of 
whom  this  nobody  affirmed,  that  the 
Afghan  (i.  e.  Omar  Khan)-  had  never 
communicated  these  things  to  him, 
and  that  he  heard  them  now  for  the 
first  time. 

The  remaining  particulars  (of  this 
afl^dir)  will  be  verbally  made  known 
by  Meer  Sadik,  Mahomraed  Riza,  and 
Purnia.,  U  the  above  named  be  kept 
here,  no  doubt  strife  (or  enmity)  will 
arit*e  (in  consequence)  with  the  three* 
infidels ;  and  if  we  send  him  away, 
still  will  enmity  ensue;  you  will, 
therefore,  write  down  what  shall  ap- 
pear to  you  advisable  and  beneficial  on 
this  occasion,  it  was  owing  to  the 
confidence  which  we  placed  in  the 
communications  of  tlje  reprobate  dog, 
(Omar  Khan)  that  we  sent  for  Dhoon- 
dy Jee  to  the  presence,  in  order  that 
we  might  have  an  interview  with  him* 

[Then  follows  the  opinion  of  the 
counsellors  referred  to,  and  of  which 
a  translation  is  subjoined.  It  appears 
to  be  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mabom- 
mcd  Riza  (the  Binky  Nabob).] 

The  humble  representation  (or  opi- 
nion) of  the  slaves  of  all  the  three 
departments  of  government,  that  is  to 
say,  of  the  Meer  Meer&n,  the  Asof, 
and  the  Sudoor,  is  this : — 

With  respect  to  tbe  keeping  or 
sending  away  of  Dhoondy  Jee,  as 
directed  to  be  considered  by  the  pre- 
sence, there  is  no  doubt,  or  question, 
that  the  keeping  of  him  will  be  at- 
tended with  complete  evil,  and  give 
rise  to  enmity  (or  disagreement)  witbti 
all  the  three  infidels.  On  the  olbers 
hand,  if  he  be  sent  away,  the  same 
enmity  will  be  produced.  Therefore, 
what  we,  your  slaves,  humbly  suggest, 
is,  that  Dhoondy  Jee  be  kept  impri- 
soned, and  never  be  released.  The 
humble  representation,  this  14th  day 
of  the  month  Takky,  year  Rasikh,  and 
the  birth  of  Mahommed  1222,  of 
Meer  Mahommed,  Sadig  Asof. 
Ghulam  a  LI,  Sudoor. 
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■  [Next  follows,  in  the  Mahratta  lan- 
guage, ihe  oj)inion  of  Bisbna  Pundit ; 
to  wliirh  a  Per?«?an  translation,  in  the 
hand-wriiing  ot  Mahonimed  Riza",  is 
subjoined.  Here  is  ibe  opinion  of  thc^ 
Pundit] 

"  l)hoon«ly  Jee  is  not  a  person  of 
(gnoJ)  fiiiih  ;  he  is  wilhont  taiih. 
He  is  not  fit  to  be  retained,  nor 
ought  to  be  released  5  he  should  be 
put  to  death.** 

[I'he  milder  judgment  of  the  majo- 
rity prevailed.  Dhoundy  Jee  was  re- 
tained in  prison,  and  did  not  recover 


his  liberty,  till  the  day  on,  which  Se- 
ringapatam  was  stormed  and  taken, 
when,  availing  himselF  of  the  confu- 
sion of  the  moment,  he  effected  his 
escape,  and  collecting  together  a  nu- 
merous force,  ^^bich  the  recent  sub- 
version ot  the  Mahommedan  dynasty 
of  M)<sore  made  particularly  easy, 
mode  I'ead  ff»r  a  considerable  time 
against  the  Bri'ihh  army.  He  was  in 
the  end,  defeated  and  slain,  in  an 
action  with  Colonel  Wellesley,  on  th« 
lOth  September,  1800] 


MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT  IN  NEPAUL. 


The  expenses  of  the  military  esta- 
blisbmenla  of  ibis  country  are  for  the 
most  pan  discharged  by  assignments 
of  laud,  though  in  some  instances  the 
•  soldier  receives  hi-j  pay  from  the  trea- 
sury, and  occasionally  from  ihe  gra- 
nary ;  others  are  paid  partly  in  money, 
and  partly  in  lainl,  but  the  mofU  usual 
ipode,  and  the  one  most  agreeable  to 
the  troops,  is  that  of  putting  them  in 
possession  of  kaiths,  on  which  they 
very  commonly  settle  their  families, 
whom  they  can  maintain  much  better 
in  this  mai.ner,  than  by  the  pecuniary 
stipend  to  which  they  would  be  other- 
wise entitled. 

There  wouM  not  appear  to  be  any 
fixed  rale  for  deiermining  either  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  the  kaiihs  of 
the  several  ranks,  much  depending  on 
the  interest  of  the  parlies,  and  other 
incidental  circumstances;  and  as  to 
the  situation  of  these  lands,  it  is  for 
'   the  most  part  lli:ciuaiing. 

Subahtiars,  orcommanders  of  com- 
panies of  sepoys,  i^ot  which  /they  have 
Ijetween  tiny  a; id  sixty  of  various 
strength,  frouj  'ib6  to  120  men)  re- 
ceive from  titie^n  to  twenty,  and  even 
twenty- (our  kaiihs,  some  of  which 
cuijiprehend  villages.  Ajemadur  has 
from  seven  to  twelve  kaiths;  what 
the  lower  ranks  receive  in  Jand,  is 
variable ;  but  in  money  and  land,  to- 
gether with  the  pay  of  the  private 
sepoy,  auiounts  to  about  seventy-six 
rupees  per  annum^  exclusive  of  bis 


coat,  which  is  supplied  by  government. 
One  of  the  jemaUars  of  the  rajah's 
company  of  guards  stated,  that  he  held 
three  kaiihs,  which  yielded  him  (after 
dividu)g  with  the  cultivator)  about 
sixty  rupees  per  kailh,  or  one  hundred' 
and  eighly  rupees ;  and  that  he  fur- 
ther received  from  the  treasury  two 
hundred  and  eighty  rupees  per  annum. 
He  added,  that  he  had  been  much  bet- 
ter otf  when  he  belonged  to  a  private 
company,  as  he  then,  instead  of  receiv- 
ing any  port  on  of  his  pay  in  money, 
enjoyed  sometimes  ten,  and  some- 
times twelve  tolerable  productive 
kaiihs.  It  is  proper  to  be  observed  in 
this  place,  that,  generally  speakTug,  the 
government  has  so  much  consideration 
for  its  military  and  other  public  ser- 
vants, as  to  apportion  their  jaghires  to 
the  numbers  of  their  families,  being 
particularly  indulgent  to  the  widows, 
orphans,  and  other  destiiHte  branches 
of  them.  Many  young  men  not  yet 
ca{)abl'  of  bearing  arms  hold  kaiths; 
these  indulgencies,  however,  are  not 
so  common  at  present  as  they  were 
under  Purl  hi  Nerain,  or  even  during 
the  reign  of  his  successor. 

Some  of  the  villages  occasionally 
bestowed  in  jrighiie,  are  of  consider- 
ble  value,  yielding  from  three  to  five 
thousand  rupees  aimual  revenue,  they 
are  managed  by  a  dooharia  add  a  mU 
zaria,  the  latter  ot  wjiich  terms  is 
evidently  ttom  ihe  Arabic,  sigtiifying 
a  bead  husbaudo^aD^  and  being  nearly 
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equivalent  to  the  mukkuddim  of  Hin* 
dostan. 

The  revenues  of  a  village,  exclusive 
of  what  ariser  from  the  produce  of 
such  lands  as  noay  be  annexed  to  it, 
consist  pi'incipally  in  the  rent  of 
houses,  and  the  sair,  or  duties  charged 
on  salt,  tobacco,  pepper,  beetle-nut, 
and  similar  articles  of  general  con- 
sumption. The  proprietor,  or  occu- 
pant, of  a  village  is  also  entitled  to  the 
fines  levied  on  the  perpetration  of  cer- 
tain crimes,  among  which  the  chief 
are  those  denominated  Punchuk-hut, 
the  number  whereof,  as  the  name  im- 
plies, is  five }  being,  1.  Ghow-hut,  or 
raal-treatment  of  a  ghowj  2.  Stub* 
bat,  or  ill  usage  of  a  woman  ^  9.  At- 
roa-huttea,  or  wounding  one*s  s^lf; 
(a  violence  not  unfrequently  committed 
by  particular  descriptions  of  Hindoos 
lor  sinister  purposes ;)  4.Pur-huttea,  or 
wounding  another ;  and  5.  Toona,  or 
Kool.  Adultery  (termed  here,  signi- 
ficantly enough,  chak-chukwye,  in 
allusion  to  the  habits  of  the  bird  called 
by  Europeans  the  Brahminy  goose)  is 
likewise  fineable  in  some  cases }  the 
injured  party,  however,  is  at  liberty  to 
pot  the  ofifenders  to  death,  if  be  has 
the  power  of  reaching  them  imme* 
diately  on  the  commission  df  the 
crime.  The  woman  often  has  her  nose 
slit,  or  cut  off,*  in  which  case  she 
becomes  a  slave,  the  property  in  her 
vesting  in  the  proprietor  of  the  village. 

0/tke  Tkwrgwr,  a  privileged  class  of 
nobles. 
The  Tirsoolgunga,  previous  to  the 
conquest  of  Nepaul,  by  Purthi  Nerain, 
separated  the  territories  of  the  Ghoork- 
ha  bettig  marked  by  the  Mursiangdi. 
This  ttact  contains^  besides  a  pretty 
Dumerons  peasantry  of  Dhenwars,  se- 
veral Rajepoot  families,  and  some 
Newars ;  but  the  tribes  by  whom  it  is 
chiefiy  occupied,  are  af  the  Brahmi- 
pical,  and  Cbetree  orders ;  and  as  these 
last  coosl^uted  the  principal  strength 


of  Purthi  Nefain's  government,  and 
continue  to  form  the  main  support  af 
the  present  one,  they  rank  very  high 
among  its  subjects,  no  description  of 
whom  possesses  such  considerable  ere- 
dit  and  authority  as  their  leaders  enjoy. 
They  consist  for  the  most  part,  of  the 
Khus  and  Mangur  tribes  of  the  Cbe- 
tree class }  and  of  th^  Paure  and  some 
other  cast  of  BrahmtBS ;  their  chief- 
tains are  known  by  the  appeDation  of 
Thurgur,v  <*^^  one  inhabiting  a  nest) 
among  v^        'vith  the  exception  of 
a  fewlncT;.     as  deriving  their  descent 
from  the  ^ame  stock  as  the  reigning 
prince,  and  who  are  consequently  Ra- 
jepoots)  are  to  be  found  by  far  the 
greatest  part  of  those  who  conduct  the 
affairs  of  this  state.    Their  number, 
strictly  speaking,  is  limited  to  thirty- 
six,  for  though,  in  loose  language, 
every  individual  of  those  clans  is  some- 
times styled  a  Thurgnr,  yet  the  title 
properly  descends  only  to  the  heads  of 
certain  families.    Nor  are  all  these  of 
equal  consideration,  there  being  three 
gradations  of  this  order,  of  whom  the 
pre-eminent  one  is  denominated  Chot- 
ter,  on  account  of  Its  consisting  of  six 
chiefs.     It  is  from  the  Chutters,  that 
the  K^jees  or  Dewans  are  usually  se- 
lected, which  does  not,  however,  pre- 
vent the  other  two  inferiors  from  being 
likewise  eligible  to  this  office.     It  is 
impossible  for  us,   with  the  slight  in- 
formation which  a  short  visit  to  Ne- 
paul enabled  us  to  collect,  to  describe 
this  curious  institution  with  all  the  ac- 
curacy that  it  would  appear  to  deserve : 
It  may  be  added  to  what  has  been  said 
concerning,  it,  that  the  leading  noem- 
bers  of  this  body,  whether  actually 
employed  or  not,  appear   to  possess 
such  a  high  authority  in  the  state,  as  to 
render  it  nearly    impossible  for  the 
executive  government,    in    whatever 
hands  that  may  be,  to  pursue  any  mea- 
sures of  an  important  nature,  in  oppo- 
sition to  their    advice.     It  is    even 
stated,     that    the     throne     of    the 


^  If  the  law  be  too  severe  in  this  respect,  it  nMy  be  deemed  perhaps  too  indnlgent  in 
another*  The  Newar  ladies,  however,  have  no  ^reat  reason  to  complain  of  their  lordly 
kwgivers,  since,  to  coanterhatance  a  single  seventy,  they  have  allowed  to  them  such  a 
latitude  in  marriage,  as  to  obviate  the  scarcely  possible  offence,  calling  for  such  a  barb*- 
itmaaBd  disgusting  punishment;  leaving  them  at  liberty  to  have  as  many  btisbancU  as 
they  plcMty  and  tedtvorce  chem  on  the  slightest  prtteocet.       Digitized  by  LjOOglC 
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prxnoe  bimielf  would  be  no  loDger 
secure,  should  the  principal  Thurgurs 
concur  in  thinking  that  his  general 
conduct  tended  to  endanger  the  sove- 
f  etgnty,  which  they  profess  themselves 
bound,  as  far  as  rests  with  them,  to 
transmit,  unimpaired,  to  the  distant 
posterity  of  its  founder,  and  the  inte- 
rests of  which  they  do  not  allow  to  be 
determined  by  the  parti^  views,  or 
temporary  policy,  of  the  ruling  indivt« 
dual.  The  great  ascendency  of  this 
order  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  it  , 
would  seem  to  rest  almost  wholly  on 
the  respect  they  derive  from  their  an- 
cient services,  and  attachment  to  the 
Ghoorka  family,  and  not  to  arise  in  the 
smallest  degree  from  the  CM-dinary 
fources  of  political  influence  ;  since  ft 
does  not  appear  that  they  are  particu- 
larly distinguished  among  their  coun- 
trymen, either  for  their  opulence,  their 
extensive  possessions,  or  the  number 
of  their  adherents.  They  occasionally 
hold  jaghires  on  similar  terms  with  tbie 
soldiery,  and,  like  them,  indiflerently 
in  all  parts  of  the  Nepaul  territories ; 
but  their  hereditary  fiefs,  or  estates,  are 
situated  entirely,  in  the  districts  of 
Ghoorkha  and  Sumjoong,  which  con- 
stituted the  patrimonial  inheritance  of 
Purthi  Nerain.  Besides  the  produce 
«f  these  lands,  and  the  emoluments 


arising  from  the  offices  they  happen  to 
fill,  they  receive  an  annual  fine  of  four 
annas  from  every  taxable  kaith,  or  plan* 
tation  of  a  hundred  moories,  through- 
out  the  country  ^  the  amount  of  which 
they  would  appear  to  distribute  among 
their  respective  clans,  according  to 
rules  established  for  the  purpose.  The 
only  special  immunity  of  a  personal 
kind,  that  they  are  said  to  enjoy,  con- 
sists in  their  being  exempt  from  the 
final  jurisdiction  of  the  Punjunni,  or 
annual  court  of  inquisition,  and  liable 
to  be  disgraced  or  punished  by  a  decree 
of  the  rajah  alone.  They  formerly 
affected,  like  the  Omrahs,  a  great  sim- 
plicity of  dress,  justifying  iheir  prac- 
tice in  this  point  by  observing,  that  it 
was  with  their  swords,  and  not  with 
the  aid  of  fine  garments,  that  their 
ancestors  had  raised  the  Goorkhali 
house  to  the  respectable  station  which 
it  now  occupies;  but  whatever  risk 
the  Thurgurs  might  have  heretofore 
run  of  incurring  censure  or  ridicule, 
by  appearing  in  vestments  of  silk  or 
muslin,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  tbey 
have  latterly  relaxed  considerably  in 
this  point,  and  that  there  are  at  present 
some  among  them  who  are  far  from 
manifesting  any  solicitude  to  maintain 
inviolable  this  rustic  characterestic  of 
their  order. 


An  AccouKT  of  the  Rbcbption  of  the  British  Embassy  at  Cabul,  nnda 
description  of  the  Ceremonial  on  the  Introduction  Jo,  and  of  the  Person  mmd 
Dress  of  the  Kino  ;  with  some  particulars  of  the  Custovfis  and  Manners  4^ 
his  Court, 


Thb  prece4ing  account,  breught  us 
inio  the  presence  of  the  king.  We 
were  then  standing  at  the  further  end 
ef  a  long  sloping  avenue,  formed  by 
very  high  walU  on  the  right  and  left, 
and  terminating  at  the  upper  extre- 
mity, in  a  lofty  square  edifice  of  two 
Stories.  The  lower  story  had  origi- 
nally been  an  open  arcaded  hall,  but 
the  arches  were  now  built  up  with 
masonry.  The  upper  apartment  was 
of  the  same  size,  but  quite  open, — the 
roof  and  arcades  being  supported  by 
double  pillars  of  wood,  miserably 
ewed  and  ornamented.    In  the  fore 


part  of  this  balcony  arose  a  polygonal 
pavilion,  elevated  three  or  four  feet 
from  the  ground  on  a  square  pedestal, 
and  consisting  of  a  gilt  dome  and 
spire  supported  on  wooden  pillars* 
Here  the  king  was  seated.  The  long 
avenue  in  which- we  stood  fronting  the 
king,  I  imagine  to  have  been  from  40 
to  50  yards  in  length,  and  10  to  15  in 
breadth.  Three  reservoirs  full  of  wa- 
ter, occupied  the  cdntre  of  the  avenue* 
in  each  of  which  there  was  a  fountain 
playing.  When  we  entered  the  court, 
we  first  descended  into  the  nearest  re- 
servoir, where  one  ^^[^fiicers  '^ 
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the  palace  (called  a  gusriul)  ranged  ih 
in  a  line  from  right  to  left.  A  signal 
then  being  given,  one  half  of  the 
troops,  who  lined  either  side  of  ihe 
avenue,  marched  out  at  a  gentle  trot, 
rattling  their  armour,  and  making  as 
load  a  clatter  on  the  pavement  with 
their  foot  as  possible.  As  soon  as  we 
were  raiiged,  we  made  the  obeisance 
required,  by  taking  off  our  hats  three 
times,  covering  the  lower  part  of  our 
faces  with  our  ha  Js,  mutiering  some- 
thing supposed  to  be  a  prayer,  and  then 
concluding  by  the  moiion  of  stroking 
our  beards.  The  gusaul,  then  stand- 
ing before  the  envoy,  called  out  in  a 
loud  voice,  with  his  eyes  turned  up 
towards  the  king,  "  This  U  Mr  Ei- 
phinstone,  the  English  cnib^ssadnr, 
.God  ble^s  him  !"  and  no  wiili  all  the 
rest  of  us  in  order.  He  hnd  great 
difficulty,  however,  in  mastering  some 
of  our  uncouth  names,  such  as  Cun- 
oingham.  Macartney,' Fi'zgerald,  ike. 
and  by  the  time  he  hnd  nearly  finished 
his  talk,  he  blunderetl  out  any  sound 
that  sTuck  him.  After  our  names 
had  been  called,  we  stood  for  about 
half  a  minute,  or  perhaps  a  minute,  in 
perfect  silence :  \\hen  his  majesty,  in 
a  very  rough  and  audible  toi^e  of  u)xc, 
uttered  from  aloft,  **  Koosh  Amuclcd  !" 
1.  e.  *'  You  are  welcome  !" 

On  receiving  this  saiisHictory  assu- 
rance, we  were  again  di ret  ted  to  lift 
our  hands  in  pra)er  for  the  health  of 
the  monarch. 

We  were  then  c»niducied  about  ten 
paces  up  the  court,  along  the  right 
Terge  of  the  fountains;  and  haviig 
proceeded  so  far,  we  again  halted,  and, 
a  second  signal  being  given  lo  the 
armed  men  in  waitini;,  the  remainder 
then  marched  out  in  like  manner  with 
the  first  division.  After  standiig  iieie 
•for  about  a  minute,  the  king,  in  the 
•ame  loud  voice  as  I  efore,  call. d  out 
"  Khelaut,**  signifying  thai  we  were 
all  to  have  honorary  dresses.  On  this, 
we  made  an  obeisance,  by  taking  (>tf 
our  hats,  and  repeated,  for  the  third 
time,  a  prayer  in  the  prescribed  foicn. 
The  king  then  quitied  his  high  i;ilt 
throne,  and,  supported  by  two  eunuehs, 
descended  to  a  low  lukht  on  his  l-tt, 
io  \ix9  north-west  angle  of  the  hall. 


As  soon  as  he  was  there  seated,  we 
advanced  toward  the  building  at  the 
extremity  of  the  avenue,  and  lurcing 
up  a  steep,  but  ohurt  ascent,  lo  the 
left,  proceeded  to  another  open  sauars, 
terminating,  like  the  f  rnier,  in  an  arc** 
ded  hall  of  audience,  u  here  ihe  king 
generally  receives  his  courtiers  sod 
visitors  on  public  days.  On  eiiiering, 
we  ranged  our.>»elves  a!ong  the  south 
side  of  the  apartment,  fronting  the 
king,  whose  tukht  was  placed,  at  I 
f<»riiierly  said,  in  the  north- we«t  angle. 
We  made  our  olK*>sance  as  we  p3'»-cd 
him  by  taking  off  our  hats,  »i\d  re- 
}>eating  a  prayer  as  before.  After  a 
p:!u^e  of  oue  or  two  minutes,  tb« 
silence  was  broken  by  the  king's  ask- 
ijig.  if  his  Biitannic  majesty  and  the 
Eiiglisjh  natit>n  were  all  well ;  his 
words  were :  '*  Uhwale  Padshah  Ang'ai- 
sceslah  hummu  by  Khyreeut  uod.* 
The  envoy  replied,  "  Ul  hrmd  o  lil- 
1  ihe."  Tiiis  was  followed  by  another 
pause  of  about  three  minutes,  during 
which  time  I  had  my  eyes  fixed  on  the 
king.  lie  then  a^kcd,  [low  long  we 
had  been  detained  on  the  road.  The 
reply  was,  either  three  or  four  months, 
I  forget  which.  Here,  there  was 
again  a  short  interval,  which  the  king 
broke  hy  saying,  that  the  British  and 
his  nation  ha  1. always  been  on  the  bc^ 
terms,  and  that  he  trusted  they  would 
continue  so.  Ihe  envcn'  replied,  "  If 
it  please  Gml."  Not  a  word  more  or 
less  passed,  during  our  intrtxiuciion. 

In  a  few  n>inutes  after,  all  of  us 
excepting  the  envuy  and  Mr.  Sirachey, 
came  away.  We  tix^k  olf  our  bati 
orce  more,  as  \%e  took  leave ;  and  thai 
walked  awny  towards  the  apartment, 
in  w'.irh  ue  had  been  seated  previoua 
to  the  inlr(»<!uction.  1  understood  th^ 
O'l  our  r,ni  li;  <^  tlie  avenue  which 
fronted  the  hall,  Mr  El^:hinMctie  cud 
Mr.  Strnliey  utie  called  op,  and 
I  erniittt'ii  fd  .-approach  within  aboot 
tuo  yards  ul  rite  throne,  where  they 
wer^  directed  to  sit  down,  llic  fo- 
vernor-generars  letter  wa<;  then  dtfi* 
verted  to  his  majesty,  and  read  by  tht 
Moonshee  Rou^hee  ;  afitr  which  Mr. 
Elphinsione  entered  ir.io  a  di>coone. 
exjdainine;  the  cause-;  :^nd  objects  of 
hi>  mission.— On  all  wi^^  heads  hk 
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aaajesty  was  pleased  to  give  the  most 
gracious  replies  and  flattering  assu- 
rances. 

We  waited  below,  until  they  were 
dismissed  and  joined  us,  when  we 
were  .all  invested  with  the  dresses 
which  the  king  had  ordered.  Afier 
that,  we  got  up  and  rode  home.  Mr. 
Elphinstone's  dress  consisted  of  a  rich 
chupkun,  or  coat  of  cloth  of  gold,— 
an  upper  cloak  of  equally  rich  stuff, 
trimmed  with  fur,  a  beautiful  shawl 
turban,  and  a  costly  shawl  kummer- 
bund.  He  received,  besides,  a  sword 
mounted  with  gold,  the  handle,  belt, 
buckles,  and  tip  of  the  scabbard  richly 
•ct  with  precious  stones,  together  with 
a  dagger  of  the  same  description.  The 
dresses  presented  to  the  other  gentle- 
men were  equally  valuable,  but  none 
of  them  were  accompanied  with  a 
sword,  and  Mr.  Strachey's  only  with  a 
dagger.  I  should  think  the  articles 
which  were  givea  to  the  envoy,  (if  the 
sword  was  good,  and  the  gems  all  real) 
might  have  amounted  to  the  value  of 
5000  rupees.  Our  dresses  were  worth 
about  500  rupees  each. 

Having  now,  as  well  as  I  can,  de- 
scribed the  ceremony  of  our  introduc- 
tion, it  only  remains  that  f  should  give 
you  some  idea  of  the  king's  person, 
dress,  and  appearance,  and  of  the  royal 
ensigns,  court,  and  courtiers.  When 
we  first  entered  the  long  sloping  ave- 
nue, leading  to  the  hall  of  audience, 
I  did  not  immediately  observe  the  king. 
Expecting  to  see  him  on  a  place  simi- 
lar to  that  on  which  I  had  so  often 
▼iewed  the  great  Mogul,  I  did  not  at 
first  cast  my  eyes  sufficiently  high. 
When  I  did  observe  him,  however,  I 
was  particularly  struck  with  the  dig- 
nity of  his  appearance,  and  the  roman- 
tic, oriental  character  of  the  whole 
scene.  A  highly  respectful  silence 
prevailed  5  and  humility  was  depicted 
in  the  countenance  and  demeanor  of 
•very  attendant  and  soldier  in  the 
•curt.  The  distance  of  our  first  sta- 
tion from  the  throne  was  so  consider- 
able, that,  for  some  time  our  view  was 
Ycry  indistinct,  and  the  features  of  the 
king's  face  scarcely  discernible.  All  I 
could  perceive  was,  that  he  was  loaded 
with  jewels,  and  was  clothed  in  a  vest . 


of  rich-wrought  silK^  embroidered  with 
large  golden  flowers.  The  throne  on 
which  he  sat  was  a  regular  polygon, 
of  ten  or  twelve  sides,  the  upper  part 
of  each  side  terminating  in  a  pointed 
leaf.  The  ascent  was  by  three  steps, 
similar  to  those  of  a  pulpit  5  and,  in- 
deed, it  only  wanted  a  canopy  to  re- 
semble many  pulpits  which  I  have 
seen.  It  seemed  to  bcvmade  of  com- 
mon wood,  gilt  all  over,  and  the  inside 
cushioned  in  the  usual  manner,  with 
a  soft  bed  to  rest  on,  and  one  large 
and  two  small  pillows,  covered  with 
fine  white  cloth.  The  king  sat  like 
all  other  Asiatics,  with  his  legs  either 
crossed  or  doubled  under  him  j  but, 
he  always  preserved  an  upright  pos- 
ture. Each  hand  resting  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  corresponding  thigh,  and 
the  elbow  projecting  forward  —  just 
such  a  posture,  as  a  fierce,  indepen- 
dent fellow  is  apt  to  assume,  in  society, 
when  he  wishes  to  brow-beat  the  rest 
of  the  company. 

The  spot  on  which  we  stood,  was 
the  same  on  which  his  own  subjects 
humble  themselves  in  the  presence, 
where  his  commands  are  proclaimed 
and  executed,  and  where  public  juscipe 
is  dispensed. 

On  each  side  of  the  throne,  stood 
several  eunuchs,  who  from  the  warit 
of  beards  and  whiskers,  had,  at  a  dis- 
tance, the  appearance  of  young  men, 
I  took  them  at  first  for  the  younger 
brothers  or  relations  of  the  king.  Ontj 
in  particular  on  each  side  was  posted 
close  to  him,  and  held  the  usual  em- 
blem of  royalty  (a  black  chowree)  in 
his  hand,  which  he  used  with  a  very 
gentle  fluttering  motion. 

As  his  majesty  descended  from  his 
throne,  supported  by  the  icunuchs,  it 
struck  me,  on  a  comparison  of  his 
stature  with  that  of  his  attendants, 
that  he  could  not  be  above  five  feet  six 
inches  high.  He  appeared  rather  stout 
and  s(juat, — partly  perliaps  from  the 
nature  of  his  dress,  which  was  thick, 
heavy,  and  loaded  with  jewels.  When 
we  ascended  to  the  hall  of  audience 
above,  we  found  him  seated  there  on  a 
low  oblong  stool,  rt)e  pillows  and  bed- 
ding of  which  were  enclosed  within  a 
^small  frame,  eight,  or   ten,  in  he s  in 
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beigbt— the  cnahion  being  of  rtcb 
gold  clotb,  covered  witb  tbe  finest 
muslin :  here  be  sat  with  his  legs  dou- 
bled under  him — his  left  elbow  reclin- 
ing on  the  side  cushion,  and  a  rosary 
of  large  pearls  in  his  left  band.  These 
be  kept  constantly  turning ;  while  his 
right  hand  was  doubled  down  on  his 
thigh,  with  the  elbow  jutting  out.  For 
an  Asiatic,  the  position  was  sufficiently 
becoming,  natural,  and  easy.  I  now 
bad  a  letter  opportunity  to  examine 
bis  face  and  features.  His  complexion 
was  very  fair,  but  at  the  same  time 
dead,  and  destitute  of  the  slightest 
ruddyness.  His  beard  was  thick,  jet 
black,  and  shortened  a  little  by  the 
scissars ;  and  His  eye-brows  high  but 
not  regularly  arched,  and  together  with 
bis  eye-lashes,  apparently  blackened 
with  antimony.  Ibe  colour  of  his 
eyes,  I  could  not  distinguish.  His  nose 
was  moderately  prominent,  and  his 
mouth  was  obscured  by  the  darkness, 
thickness,  and  form  of  his  beard  and 
whiskers.  On  the  whole,  he  may  be 
called  good-looking,  but  not  remark- 
ably handsome.  His  manner  was  dig- 
nified and  princely ;  although  bis  sta- 
ture appeared  small,  and  his  form  by 
no  means  superior.  When  he  spoke, 
he  made  not  a  sign  or  motion^  nor 
ever  changed  bis  reclioing  position. 
His  voice  was  loud  and  sonorous,  his 
articulajtion  distinct,  and  his  language 
well  chosen.  Throughout  he  did  not 
evince  the  smallest  embarrassment.  His 
dress  was  superb  j  the  crown  of  a  very 
peculiar  form,  and  richly  ornamented 
with  jewels :  I  think  it  was  either  quad- 
rangular or  exagonal  ^  and,  at  each  cor- 
ner, was  a  fine  plume  o£  black  heron*s 
feathers,  about  eight  or  ten  inches 
lop-^,  which  certainly,  however,  owed 
their  e£ka  mors  to  the  lustre  of  the 


contiguous  jewels,  than  to  their  intrin« 
sic  b^tyl  These  feathers,  however, 
are  the  badge  of  sovereignty,  and  serve 
to  distinguish  God*s  chosen  upon 
earth.  I  believe  the  frame  of  the 
crown  must  have  been  of  black  velvet  | 
but  it  was  so  completely  covered  with 
feathers  and  jewels,  that  I  could  not 
accurately  discern.  Every  precious 
stone  h^d  a  place,  but  it  struck  me, 
that  emeralds,  rubies,  and  pearls,  were 
the  most  prevalent.  After  the  diadem, 
his  collars  were  the  richest  part  of  his 
dress.  Some  of  the  largest  pearls  that 
I  ever  beheld,  were  intermixed  in 
them,  with  emeralds  and  rubies  of 
extraordinary  size  and  beauty.  On 
each  arm  be  wore  what  are  called 
iMizoobuns  and  amulet  cases,  all  richly 
set  with  jewels.  I  think  too,  from  the 
generah glitter  of  his  appearance,  that 
he  had  a  coat  of  armour,  composed  of 
scales,  on  his  arms,  thighs,  and  on  each 
breast,  set  in  the  most  costly  manner. 
Among  the  jewels,  I  did  not  perceive 
many  diamonds ;  the  stones  which 
prevailed,  as  1  said  before,  were  eme- 
ralds and  rubies. 

All  this  splendour  was  set  ofiF  by  a 
black  shawl  kummerbund,  and  black- 
ish upper  vest  of  the  cloth  called 
keem-khab,  embroidered  with  large 
gold  leaves.  The  vest  was  made  like 
those  of  all  other  Mahomedans;  but 
the  lower  part  of  it  stuck  out^  as  you 
see  painted  in  India  prints,  and  alto- 
gether destroyed  his  figure,  and  the 
kummej-buiKi  was  large  and  heavy. 
He  wore  no  sword,  nor  did  I  observe 
any  near  him.  The  chowrees,  held 
by  the  eunuchs,  were  long,  black,  and 
set  in  golden  bandies.  Being  formed 
of  stiff  feathers,  they  were  quite  un- 
elastic,  and  could  be  of  uo  us^  what- 
ever. 
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GYMNASTIC  SPORTS*  AT  MYSOOR. 

£t  paribus  palmas  ainboruin  annexuit  irmis. 
Multa  cavo  lateri  ingcminant  e:  peccore  vastof 
Dant  sonitus,  crratque  aures  et  tempora  circom 
Creba  inahus»  duro  crepitant  sub  vulnere  male 


Virgil. 


which  does  not  admit  of  attempting 
a  severe  blow^  without  the  risk  of  dis- 
locating the  first  joints  of  all  the  fingers. 

Thus  armed,  and  adorned  with  gar* 
lands  of  flowers,  the  successive  pairs 
of  combatants,  previously  matched  by 
I  he  masters  of  the  feast,  are  led  into 
the  arena  :  their  names  and  abodes  are 
proclaimed  ;  and  after  making  their 
prostrations,  first  to  the  Raja  seated 
on  his  ivory  throne,  in  a  balcony  which 
overlooks  the  arenas  and  then  to  the 
lattices  behind,  in  which  the  ladies  of 
the  court  are  seated,  they  proceed  to  the 
combat,  first  divesting  themselves  of 
the  garlands,  and  strewing  the  flowert 
gracefully  over  the  arena. 

l^e  combat  is  a  mixture  of  wrest- 
ling and  boxing,  if  the  latter  may  be 
so  named ;  the  head  is  the  exclusive 
object  permitted  to  be  struck.  The 
guards  for  defence,  though  skilful,  are 
not  numerous  :  the  blows  are  mere 
cuts  inflicted  by  the  coescus,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  contest,  both  of  the 
combatants  may  frequently  be  observed 
streaming  with  blood  from  the  crown 
of  the  head  down  to  the  sand  of  the 
arena. 

The  wrestling  is  truly  admirable, 
and  the  exertions  of  the  combatants  to 
disengage  themselves  from  unfavoura- 
ble positions,  in  which  the  head  would 
be  exposed  to  the  cbestus,  are,  as  mere 
specimens  of  activity,  not  exceeded  by 
any  corresponding  exhibition  on  an 
European  stage. 

When  victory  seems  to  have  declared 
itself,  or  the  contest  is  too  severely 
maintained,  the  moderators,  in  atten- 
dance on  the  Raja  in  the  balcony, 
make  a  signal  for  its  cessation,  by 
throwing  down  turbans  and  robes,  to 
be  presented  to  the  combatants,  wbo. 


Maha  Noumi,  the  great  Ninth,  thd 
east  being  celebrated  on  the  9th 
lay  of  the  increasing  moon  ;  it  is  the 
ipposed  anniversary  of  a  great  event  in 
be  history  of  the  celebrated  Pandoos. 
be  feast  is  kept  with  a  creditable  de- 
ree  of  splendour  by  the  present  Raja 
f  Mysoor,  and  athletid  contests  and 
arioQs  sports  are  exhibited  before  him 
uring  nine  successive  days. 

Mysoor,  it  is  believed,  is  the  only 
oantry  in  the  South  of  India  in  which 
be  institution  of  the  athletae  (J^tti) 
as  been  preserved  on  its  ancient  foot- 
)g.  These  persons  constitute  a  dis- 
nct  cast,  trained  from  their  infancy  in 
ally  exercises  for  the  express  purpose 
f  these  exhibitions,  and  perhaps  the 
?hole  world  does  not  produce  more 
erfect  forms  than  those  which  are  ex- 
ibited  at  the^e  interesting  but  cruel 
ports.  The  combatants,  clad  in  a 
ngle  garment  of  light  orange-coloured 
rawers,  extending  half-way  down  the 
bighs,  have  their  right  hand  furnished 
nth  a  weapon,  which,  for  want  of  a 
lore  appropriate  term,  we  shall  name 
ccestas,  although  different  from  the 
tomao  instrument  of  that  name.  It 
i  composed  of  buffalo  horn,  fitted  to 
3e  band,  and  pointed  with  four  knobs, 
ssembiing  very  sharp  knuckles,  and 
orresponding  to  their  situation,  with  a 
fth  of  greater  prominence,  at  the  end 
earest  the  little  finger,  aiid  at  right 
ngleswith  the  other  four.  This  in- 
truraent,  properly  placed,  would  enable 
man  of  ordinary  strength,  to  cleave 
pen  the  head  of  his  advetsary  at  a 
low  :  but  the  fingers  being  introduced 
brough  the  weapon,  it  is  fastened 
cross  them  at  an  equal  distance  be- 
«reen  the  first  and  second  lower  joints, 
1   a   situation,  it  will  be  observed, 

•  This  picturesque  and  happy  description  of  the  yetri  of  Mysoor  is  taken  from  CoIm^I  JFSih*i 
itstoricji  Sketches  of  the  South  of  India,  a  work  of  much  research  and  genaine  iofonoanOQ^ 
cliv'crcd  wiib  accuracy,  and  bow  jcldom  attainable  wiib  vivacity  audcasc^  byCjOOQlC 
Vol.  lu  G  g  d 
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before  retiring,  repeat  their   prostra- 
tions to  the  Raja,  and  the  lattices. 

A  wistful  look  towards  the  balcony 
is  the  usual  symptom  of  acknowledged 
inferiority,  or  of  being,  in  the  phrase  of 
English  pngilists,  not  game  :  and  the 
victor  frequently  goes  off  the  arena  in 
four  or  live  somersets  to  denote  that  he 
retires  fresh  from  the  contest.  A  pair 
of  fresh  corabatints  is  introduced  with 
the  same  forms,  and  of  such  pairs 
about  two  hundred  are  exhibited  du- 
ring the  nine  days  of  the  great  festival. 


The  Jetti  of  Mysore  are  divided  into 
five  classes,  and  the  ordinary  prize  of 
victory  is  promotion  to  a  higher  class. 
There  are  distinct  rewards  for  those  of 
the  first  class,  and  in  their  old  age  ibey 
are  promoted  to  be  roasters  of  ibe 
feast.  During  three  years  there  was 
one  champion  who  remained  un- 
matched J*  on  the  fourth  a  stripling 
offered  to  engage,  and  was  merely 
permitted  to  s}:ar  with  him,  and  on 
the  fifth  year  this  youth  was  victo- 
rious. 


THE  PRINCESS  ACTOCKOE. 
An  Interesting  Narrative. 


A  princess  of  New  Zealand,  one 
of  the  daughters  of  Uppahee,  arrived 
within  the  month  of  June,  I809,  in 
Calcutta,  accompanied  by  her  husband, 
an  Englishman,  of  the  name  of  Bruce. 

George  Bruce,  son  of  John  Bruce, 
foreman  ati4  clerk  to  Mr.  Wood,  dis- 
tiller at  Limehouse,  was  born  in  the 
parish  of  RadclifTe-High-Way,  in  1 779. 
In  1789,  he  entered  on  board  the 
Royal  Admiral  East  Indiaman,^  cap- 
tain Bond,  as  boatswain's  boy.  Sail- 
ed from  England  for  New  South 
Wales,  4nd  arrived  at  Port  Jackson, 
in  1790,  where,  with  the  consent  of 
captain  Bond,  he  quitted  the  ship 
and  remained  at  New  South  Wales. 

At  Port  Jackson,  Bruce  entered 
into  the  naval  colonial  service,  and 
was  employed  for  several  years  under 
lieutenants  Robins,  Flinders,  and  others, 
in  exploring  the  coasts,  suiveying  har- 
bours, headlands,  locks,  &c.  During 
this  time,  Bruce  experienced  various 
adventures,  which  do  not  come  with- 
in the  design  of  this  narrative,  After 
being  thus  employed  for  several  years 
in  vessels  of  survey,  he  was  turned 
over  to  the  Lady  Nelson,  captain  Sim- 
monds,  a  vessel  fitted  up  for  the  ex- 
piess  purpose  of  conveying  Tippahee, 
king  of  New  Zealand,  from  a  vibit. 


which  he  made  to  the  government  at 
Port  Jackson,  to  his  own  country. 
The  king  embarked,  and  the  Nelson 
sailed  on  her  destination.  During 
(he  passage,  Tippahee  was  taken  dan- 
gerously ill,  and  Bruce  v.as  appointtrd 
to  aH/?nd  him ;  he  acquitted  himself 
so  highly  to  the  king's  saiislaction, 
that  he  was  honoured  wiih  his  .s|K-cial 
favour}  and  on  thtir  arrival,  the  king 
requested  that  he  should  be  allowed 
to  remain  with  him  at  New  Zealaitd, 
to  which  captain  Simmonds  consented, 
and  Bruce  was  received  into  ihe  family 
of  I'ippahee. 

Bruce  spent  his  first  few  months 
in  New  Zealand,  in  exploring  the 
country,  and  in  aajuiring  a  knowletige 
of  the  language,  manners,  and  cus- 
toms of  the  people.  He  found  the 
country  healthy  and  pleasant,  fnlf  of 
romantic  scenery,  agreeably  diversified 
by  hills  and  dales,  nm\  covered  with 
wood.  I'he  people  were  hospitable, 
frank,  and  open  j  thotigh  rude  and  ig- 
norant, yet  worshipping  neither  images 
nor  idols,  nor  aught  ihat  is  the  work 
of  human  hands  ; — ackn<f>wledgingone 
omnipotent  supreme  being. 

As  the  king  proposed  to  place  the 
young  Englishman  at  the  bead  of  his 
army,   it  was  a  previously   nece^&ar^ 


ncc  (^isquam  ex  agmine  tanfo  ^ 


AvdffC  adire  virum,  maoibuique  inducert  coMtut.  ^QiC 
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itep,  that  he  should  be  tattowed,  as 
without  havuig  uodergoue  that  cere- 
mony he  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  war- 
rior. The  case  was  urgent,  and  ad- 
mitted of  no  alternative.  He,  there- 
fore, submitted  resolutely  to  this  pain- 
ful ceremony  j  and  his  countenance 
presents  a  masterly  specimen  of  the  art 
of  tattowing. 

Being  now  tattowed  in  due  forn^, 
Bruce  was  recogn:Zt,MJ  as  a  warrior  of 
the  firsi  rank,  naiurJized  as  a  New 
Zealander,  received  into  the  bosom 
of  ibe  king  s  family,  and  honoured 
wirh  the  hand  of  the  princess  Actockue, 
the  youngest  daughter  of  Tippahee,  a 
maiden  of  Eileen  or  sixteen  years  of 
age,  whose  native  beauty  has  proba- 
bly been  great,  but  which  lias  been 
80  much  improved  by  the  fashionable 
embellishments  of  art,  that  all  the  soft- 
er charms  of  nature,  all  the  sweetness 
of  original  expression^  are  lost  in  the 
bolder  impressions  of  tattowing. 

Bruce  now  became  the  chief  mem- 
ber of  the  king*s  family,  and  was 
vested  with  the  government  of  the 
island.  Six  or  eight  months  after  his 
marriage,  the  English  ships  Inspector, 
the  Ferret,  South  Sea  Whaler,  and  se- 
veral other  English  vessels,  touched  at 
New  Zealand  for  supplies,  and  all  of 
them  found  the  beuehcial  influence 
of  having  a  Countryman  and  friend  at 
the  head  of  afl^airs  in  that  island. 
They  were  liberally  supplied  with  fish, 
vegetables,  and  other  natural  pro- 
ducts. 

,  Our  Englishman  and  his  wife  were 
now  contented  and  happy,  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  domestic  comfort,  with 
no  wanti  that  were  ungratified,  blessed 
with  health  and  perfect  independence. 
Bruce  looked  forward  with  satisfaction 
lo  the  progress  of  civilization,  which 
he  expected  to  introduce  among  the 
people  with  whom,  by  a  siiigular  des- 
tiny, he  seemed  doomed  to  remain 
during  his  life.  While  enjoying  these 
bopes,  the  ship  General  Wellesley, 
About  twelve  or  fourteen  months  ago, 
touched  at  ^  point  of  New  Zealand, 
>vhere  Bruce  and  his  wile  then  chanced 
to  be.  This  was  at  sonae  distance  from 
the  king*8  place  of  residence.  Captain 
Dalrymple  a])plied  to  Bruce  to  asbist 
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him  in  procuring  a  <;argo  of  spars  and 
benjamin,  and  requested  specimens  of 
the  principal  articles  of  produce  of  the 
island,  all  of  which  was  cheerfully  done. 
Captain  Dalryrople  then  proposed  to 
Bruce  to  accompany  him  to  North 
Cape,  distant  about  twenty-five  or 
thirty  leagues,  wtiere  it  was  reported 
that  gold  oust  could  l^e  procured,  and 
captain  Dalrymple  conceived,  that 
Bruce  might  prove  useful  to  him  in 
the  search  for  gold  dust.  With  great 
reluctance,  and  after  many  intreaiies, 
Bruce  consented  to  accompany  captaia 
Dalr)'mple,  under  the  most  solemn 
assurances  of  being  safely  brought  b.  ck 
and  landed  at  the  Bay  of  Islands.  He 
accordingly  embarked  with  his  wife, 
on  board  tiie  General  Wellesley,  pre- 
senting at  the  same  time  to  captain  Dal- 
rymple, the  dangerous  consequences  of 
taking  the  king's  daughter  from  the 
island  j  but  their  fears  were  quieted 
by  the  solemn  and  repeated  assurances 
of  captain  Dalrymple,  that  he  would 
at  every  hazard  re-land  them  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands;  the  place  fpom  which 
they  embarked.  Being  at  length  all 
on  board,  the  Wellesley  sailed  from 
the  North  Cape,  where  they  soon 
arrived  and  landed.  Finding  that 
they  had  been  entirely  mi'iinform- 
ed  as  to  the  gold  dust,  the  Wellesley 
made  sail  in  order  to  return  to  New 
Zealand  5  but  the  wind  becoming  foul, 
and  continuing  so  for  forty -eight  hours, 
they  were  driven  from  the.  island.  On 
the  3d  day,  the  wind  became  more 
favourable,  but  captain  Dalrymple  did 
not  attempt  to  regain  the  island,  but 
stood  on  for  India.  Bruce  now  gently 
remonstrated  and  reminded  him  of  his 
promises,  to  which  captain  Dalrymple 
replied,  *'  he  had  soinething  else  to 
think  of,  than  to  detain  the  ship  by 
returning,  with  a  valuable  cargo,  to  the 
island  ;  besides,  he  had  another  and 
a  better  island  in  view  for  him.** 

On  reaching  the  Feegee,  or  San- 
dalwood islands,  captain  Dalrymple 
-asked  Bruce  if  he  chose  to  go  on  shore 
and  remain  there  :  which  he  declined, 
on  account  of  the  barbarous  and  san- 
guinai7  disposition  of  their  inhabitants. 
Captain  Dalrymple  desired  that  he 
would  choose  for  himself,  and  then  took 
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from  hioi  several  little  presents,  which 
he  himself  and  his  officers  had  given 
to  him  at  New  Zealand,— these  were 
now  given  to  the  Natives  of  the  islands 
in  the  boats  then  along  side. 

Leaving  the  Feegee  islands,  they 
steered  towards  Sooioo,  visiting  two 
or  three  islands  in  their  passage ;  but 
the  limits  of  this  narrative  do  not 
admit  of  a  particular  account  of  the 
occurfeoces  at  those  places^  though 
they  are  not  devoid  of  interest.  After 
remaining  four  or  five  days  at  Soo!oo> 
they  sailed  for  Malacca,  where  they 
arrived  in  December. 

At  Malacca,  captain  Dalrymple  and 
Bruce  went  on  shore.  The  latter 
was  anxious' to  see  the  governor,  or 
commanding  officer,  to  state  his  griev- 
ances >  but  as  it  was  late  in  the  even- 
ing when  he  landed,  he  could  not  see 
him  till  the  following  morning,  by 
Which  time  captain  Dalrymple  had 
weighed  from  Malacca  roads,  leaving 
Bruce  on  shore,  and  carr)  ing  off  his 
wife  on  board  the  Wellesley  to  Pe- 
nang. 

Bruce  acquainted  the  commanding 
officer  at  Malacca  with  his  case,  and 
expressed  his  wish  to  regain  \\\s  wife, 
and  to  return  with  her  to  New  Zealand. 
The  commanding  officer  endeavoured 
to  console  him  ;  desired  that  he  would 
patiently  wait  ,at  Malacca,  for  a  short 
time,-  as  some  ships  might  probably 
touch  there,  on  their  passage  from 
Bengal  10  New  South  Wales,  by  which 
he  would  procure  a  passage  for  himself 
and  his  wife,  and  that  in  the  mean 
time  he  would  write  to  Penang,  de- 
siring that  his  wife  should  be  returned 
to  her  husband  at  Malacca.  After 
waiting  three  or  four  weeks,  accounts 
were  received  of  captain  Daliymple's 
arrival  at  Penang,  upon  which  Bruce 
obtained  rhe  commanding  officer's^per- 
mission,  and  left  Malacca  in  the 
Scourge  gun  brig  for  Penang,  where, 
upon  his  arrival,  he  found  that  his 
wife  had  been  bartered  away  to  captain 
Ross. 

On»  waiting  upon  the  governor  of 
Penang,  he  was  a^ked  what  satisfaction 
he  required  for  the  ill  treatment  he 
had  experienced?  Bruce  answered, 
that  all  he  wanted  was  to  have  bis 


wife  restored,  and  to  g«t  a  paaaje  if 
potoible  to  New  Zealand.    Tbrc»|li 
the  interference  of  the  governor,  )m 
wife  was  restored  to  hina.   With  ber  be 
returned  to  Malacca,  m  hope  of  tb 
promised  passage  to  New  South  Wikt  ^ 
but  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  the 
expected  ships  for  that  port,  be  vs 
now  promised  a  passage  for  bandf 
and  his  wife  to  England,  on  oneof  tbe 
outward*bound  indiamen  from  Cbim. 
By    getting    to    England,    he  hoped 
from  thence  to  find  a  passage  toNev 
South  Wales;    but  the    China  thifi 
only  anchored  in  Malacca  roads,  k 
a  few  hours,  during  the  night,  so  tk 
he  had  no  opportunity  of  proceeding 
by  any  of  the  ships  of  that  fleet    He 
then  intreated  the  cooHuanding  officer 
to  get  him  a  passage  on  the  Sir  £(hraid 
Pellew'to  Penang,  where  be  hoped 
to  overtake  the  Indiamen.    A  pasage 
for  himself  and  his  wife  was  accord- 
ingly provided  on  board  the  Peflev, 
and  on  his  arrival  at  Penang  he  fboad 
the  Indiamen  still  there ;  bat  becooJd 
not  be  accommodated  with  apotssge 
to   Europe,  without  tie  payment  of 
400  dollars.     Not  having  that  im* 
and  without  the  means  to  raise  it,  be 
came  on,  with  the  Sir  Edward  Fdiet 
to  Bengal,  where  he  and  his  wife,  tlie 
afiectionate  companion  of  his  distresi, 
have  been  most  hospitably  receired, 
and  where  their  hardships  and  long 
sufferings  will  be  soothed  and  forgot- 
ten in  the  kindness  that  awaits  ibnn. 
Opportunities  will  probably  occor  ia 
the  course  of  a  few  months,  of  a  pas- 
sage   to    New    South     Wales^  fron 
whence  they  will  find  nodi&cvkfia 
regaining  New  Zealand. 

Unwilling  to  interrupt  the  coorse 
of  the  preceding  narrative,  by  anj 
matter  not  immediately  connected  wkh 
the  parties,  it  has  been  reserved  for  this 
place ;  a  short  account  of  the  natural 
produce,  of  New  Zealand,  an  accooot 
that  must  be  considered  valuable,  is 
coming  from  a  man  long  resident  is 
the  country,  and  who  had  oppw- 
tunities  of  satisfying  himself  on  tbe 
points  to  which  he  speaks 

Bruce  relates  that  New  Zetland 
abounds  ^^^  ^  ^m  Variety  of  oi* 
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ftnber^  uroong  which  are  the  p'me 
and  fir  j  the  forests  are  of  great  ex- 
tent, and  may  be  considered  ai  inex- 
haustible. Flax  and  hemp,  which 
are  both  indigenous  to  that  country, 
grow  in  the  utpnost  profusion.  Im- 
mense plains  are  entirely  covered  with 
these  plants,  some  of  which  is  culti- 
vated, but  the  much  greater  part  is 
of  spontaneous  growth.  The  tree,  pro- 
ducing the  white  benjamin,  is  also 
^fouod  in  many  parts  of  the  island. 

Mines  of  different  valuable  metals^ 
are  known  to  exist  in  the  interior. 
Specimens  of  their  ores  have  been  ob- 
tained 'f  but  from  the  total  ignorance 
of  the  people  in  metallurgy,  or  in  any 
other  art  of  civilized  countries,  their 
mines  remain  un  wrought.  Iron  ores 
are  found  in  great  abundance;  and 
with  these  the  Natives  paint  both  them- 
selves and  their  canoes. 

Cabbages,  the  common  and  sweet 
potatoes,  yamtf,  parsnips,  turnips,  car- 
rots, &c.  rank  among  their  garden 
v^etables.  1  hey  have  a  plant  some- 
what resembling  a  fern,  with  a  large 
farinaceous  root,  which,  when  roast- 
ed^   is  a  pleasant,    wholesome  food. 


and  is  a  roost  excellent  substitute  for 
bread.  They  have  also  fruit  trees, 
some  of  which  are  indigenous,  others 
exotic*  The  orange  and  the  peach 
have  both  been  introduced  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  are  in  a  very 
thriving  way.  ' 

Breeds  of  swine  and  goats  have  been 
lately  brought  into  New  Zealand,  and 
are  increasing  rapidly.  Fish  they  pos- 
sess in  great  variety  and  profusion,  ^ 
and  during  all  the  months  in  the  year. ' 
In  the  summer  season  they  are  visited 
by  shoals  of  mackerel;  and,  during 
the  winter,  their  coasts  ar^  frequented 
by  immense  quantities  of  herrings. 
The  island  is  watered  by  many  fine 
rivers,  which  abound  with  fish,  som« 
of  which  are  well  known  in  Europe, 
while  others  seem  peculiar  to  the 
countries  in  the  southern  ocean.  The 
shores  of  Che  rivers,  and  their  lakes, 
are  frequented  by  wild  geese  and  wiU 
ducks ;  but  it  is  remarkable  that  they 
have  no  tame  web-footed  birds.  The 
only  quadruped  of  the  island  is  a  kind 
of  fox,  and  their  on\f  reptile  a  dull, 
sluggish  lizard. 


Bumng  of  a  Hindoo  Widow. 


Itie  aggravated  circumstances  of  hor- 
rpr,  detached  in  the  subjoined  letter, 
which  attended  the  ceremony  on  this 
occasion,  distinguish  it  from  most  of 
the  Suttees,  which  have  been  hitherto 
described,  and  are  calculated  to  excite 
a  very  powerful,  though  not  certainly 
a  very  pleasing  interest. 

Sir, — It  is  a  general  received  beiref, 
that,  in  the  sacrifice  of  Hindoo  widows, 
the  victim  is  previously  rendered  al- 
most insensible  by  stupifying  and  in- 
toxicating drugs,  and  that  she  is,  at 
all  times,  suffocated  by  the  smoke  of 
a  rapidly  combustible  pile,  before  the 
flames  reach  her  body.  That  this  is, 
at  least,  not  always  the  case,  I  have 
been  recently  a  witness.  Being  in- 
formed that  a  Suttee  was  about  to  take 
Slace  in  the  vicinity  of  my  house,  on 
Conday^  the  25th  of  tluf  month,  I 


repaired  to  the  spot,  in  company  with 
a  friend,  instigated  by  a  strong  and 
natural  curiosity,  to  observe  narrowly 
the  deportment  of  a  human  being 
about  to  take  a  voluntary  and  publig 
leave  of  existence,  and  believing,  from 
what  we  have  read  of  similar  cases, 
that  our  feelings  would  not  be  shocked 
by  any  open  exhibition  of  the  actual 
pains  of  dissolution.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect to  have  seen  any  account  of  a 
Suttee,  which  did  not,  upon  the  whole, 
tell  rather  favourably  tor  the  humanity 
of  those  whom  an  imperious  ordinance 
of  religion  calls  upon,  to  preside,  or 
officiate,  at  such  ceremonials.  I  think 
it,  therefore,  a  duty  which  I  owe 
to  the  cause  of  truth,  to  record,  at 
least,  one  instance  on  the  other  tide 

'  The  Suttee  iiS  quSstioo  to^'^placa 
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at  a  spot  by  the  rive^  side,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  below  Barniigore, 
at  eleven  in  the  morning  We  arrived 
about  half  an  hour  before  that  time, 
and  found  the  widow  bathing  in  the 
river,  surrounded  by  a  troop  ot  frjends, 
chiefly  men.  It  was  then  low- water, 
and  the  deep  mud  left  by  the  tide 
prevented  our  approaching  sufficiently 
near  to  observe  with  accuracy  the  ce- 
remonies that  were  performing.  Our 
attention  was  attracted  to  the  pile, 
which  was  placed  abcjut  high- water 
mark.  It  was  not  altogether  more 
than  4^  or  5  feet  long,  to  the  best  of 
our  observation  ;  and  cojisisted  merely 
of  some  long  billets  of  chopped  soon- 
dry  wood,  fresh  and  green  from  the 
bazar>  retained  in  their  places  by  four 
stakes  dttven  into  the  ground  at  the 
angles.  The  whole  was  little,  if  at 
all,  longer,  or  broader,  than  one  of  the 
common  cots  nsed  by  Natives.  The 
deceased  was  supported  in  a  sitting 
posture  by  two  men,  close  to  the  pile, 
and  some  more  billets  of  wood,  with 
four  or  five  bundles  of  dry  brushwood 
and  reeds,  l?.y  ready  for  use. 

The  whole  of  the  ceremonies  ob- 
served on  the  occasion,  were  such  as 
are  usually  gone  through,  and  as  have 
been  described  so. often  in  other  books. 

The  widow  was  dressed  in  a  robe, 
or  sheet  of  bright  red  silk,  and  had 
her  hair  hanging  loose  and  dishevelled, 
and  struck  through  with  many  wooden 
combs :  her  forehead  was  paint'  d  with 
yellow  ochre,  or  ointment,  and  she 
had  no  other  dress  or  ornament  what- 
ever. From  the  bye-standers,  we 
learned  that  her  husband  was  a  com- 
mon waslierman,  and  that  it  was  not 
expected  by  any  one  that  she  would 
have  resolved  to  burh  herself,  espe- 
cially as  she  had  a  child  of  three  years 
old,  and  as  her  relations  had  oftered 
to  maintain  them  both,  if  she  -would 
consent  to  live.  I  shall  not  take  up 
your  time  by  detailing  i lie  many  cere- 
monies that  were  performed. 

The  body  of  the  hubband  was  at 
length  placed  on  the  pile,  on  its  right 
side,  and  in  due  time  she  ascended, 
and  lay  down  by  its  side,  facing  it, 
and  literally  locked  in  its  arms.  So 
short  was  the  pile>  that  the  bye-stand- 


ers were  obliged  to  bend  the  legs  of 
both  very  much,  to  enable  the  pile  to 
contain  them.  During  all  this  **  dread- 
fijl  note  of  preparation,'*  from  first 
to  last,  the  widow  preserved  the  ut- 
most, the  most  eniife  fortitude  and 
composure,  or  rather  apathy, — and 
was  unmoved  even  at  parting  with  her 
child. 

In  her  processions  round  the  pile, 
she  was  supported  and  hurried  round 
through  the  crowd,  by  many  mea 
who  held  her  by  the  arms  and  should- 
ers, and  made  the  populace  give  waj. 

From  this  we  at  first  concluded  her 
to  be  intoxicated,  but  ivere  afterwards 
convinced  of  our  mistake,  by  seeing 
the  steadiness  of  nerve,  and  perfect 
composure,  with  which  she  sprinkled 
the  corps  of  her  husband,  and  mount- 
ed on  the  pile  entirely  unassisted  and 
alone.  We  stood  within  six  or  seven 
feet  of  the  pile,  and  could  not  be 
mistaken. 

The  remaining  billets  of  wood  were 
now  laid  on  the  bodies,  with  a  scantj 
handful  of  dry  reeds  here  and  there. 
But,  the  point  to  which  I  wish  especi- 
ally to  draw  attention  is,  that  thick 
strong  ropes,  thoroughly  soaked  id 
water,  were  previously  tied  round  the 
bodies  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  in 
many  places,  to  preclude  the  possibi- 
lity uf  escape,  and  in  seeming  antici- 
pation of  the  dreadful  scene  that  fol- 
lowed. 

One  B  ram  in  only  was  present  at 
the  ceremony,  and,  as  soon  as  all 
was  prepared,  he  offered  to  the  wi- 
dow's child  (in  the  arms  of  another) 
a  lighted  brand.  The  child  drew  back 
in  atJright,  when  they  seized  its  hand 
by  foice,  and  applied  the  fire  to  ihe 
head,  and  afterwards  to  the  foot  of  the 
pile.  The  shouting  and  noise  of  the 
crowd  had  been  incessant  from  the 
beginning,  but  at-  this  instant  it  was 
incredibly  loud. 

Fgur  strong  .green  bamboos  were 
now  laid  across  the  whole  pile,  which 
were  strongly  held  by  eight  men,  so 
as  to  jceep  down  all  attempts  of  the 
miserable  creature  within  to  rise ; — 
a  precaution  not  useless,  if  It  1 :5 
allowed  to  conjecture  from  what 
we  observed  at  the  foot  of  the  pile* 
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Dear  to  which  we  s^ood.  A  quantity 
of  ghee,  not,  I  should  imagine^  a 
pint  in  all,  was  scattered  on  the  pile  ; 
the  scantiness  of  this  and  the  brush- 
wood, and  the  greenness  of  the  billets, 
caused  the  pile  to  burn  very  slowly, 
ai3d  rendered  it  necessary  to  apply  fresh 
fire  at  one  time.  I  scarcely  know 
bow  to  paint  in  colours  that  shall  not 
disgust  and  shock  your  reader,  the 
horrible  close  of  the  scene.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  after  the  fire  took  effect, 
the  wretched  woman  within,  in  her 
torment,  stretched  forth  her  leg,  which 
now  protruded  from  the  knee,  beyond 
the  scanty  pile ;  and,  by  the  quickness 
with  which  she  attempted  to  withdraw 
it,  OB  its  touching  a  burning  brmid, 
it  was  evident  that  she  was  still  too  sen- 
sible to  the  tortures  she  must  then 
have  been  enduring.  Owing  to  the 
brush-wood  being  scattered  only  at  the 


extremities  of  the  pile,  the  fire  there 
was  fiercest  In  a  minute  or  two 
more,  the  scorched  and  mutilated 
limb  was  again  thrust  out,  and  slowly 
consumed  before  our  outraged  eyes, 
while  the  tremulous  and  convulsive 
motions  which  it  exhibited  to  the  last, 
(for  many  minutes)  too  plainly  shewed, 
that  sensation  and  life  yet  existed  in 
the  miserable  wretch  within.  A  kind 
of  incredulous  horror  at  what  was  pas- 
sing, had  till  now  ri vetted  us  to  the 
spot ;  but  the  scene  became  too  shock- 
ing, and  we  quickly  retired.  I  ought 
to  observe,  that  the  utmost  indiffe- 
rence, without  any  symptom  of  the 
remotest  compassion,  prevailed  among 
the  whole  of  the  spectators,  not  ex- 
cepting the  mother  and  sister  of  the 
widow,  who  were  pointed  out  to  us 
among  the  crowd. 
Sept,  26,  IbOg. 


An  Extraordinainf  Imtance  of  Trance. 


Sir, — As  instances  of  whnt  is  com- 
monly called  a  Trance  are  rare,  and 
seldom  well  attested,  I  liend  you  the 
following  account  of  a  case,  which  has 
just  come  under  my  own  observation. 

Jussoodanundun  Muhapater,  one  of 
the  principal  land-holders  of  this  dis- 
trict, being  required  to  attend  the  zil- 
lah  court,  was  reported,  when  called 
upon,  to  be  asleep,  and  unable  to 
make  his  appearance.  A  man  in  court 
hearing  this  excuse,  observed,  '*  Oh  ! 
if  that  be  the  case,  it  will  be  some 
<lays  before  he  awakes."  The  curi- 
osity of  Mr.  Rees,  the  judge  and  ma- 
gistrate, being  excited  by  the  J\nswer8 
be  received  to  his  questions  upon  the 
subject,  he  proposed  to  nie  a  visit  to 
the  man,  with  a  view  to  inquire  into 
this  extraordinary  circumstance,  and 
afford  any  relief  that  might  be  required. 
We  accordingly  went  to  the  man's 
house  thcTt  afternoon. 

We  found  Jussoodanundun  upon  a 
bed,  in  his  dormitory,  in  sound  sleep, 
Surrounded  by  a  number  of  friends  and 
relations.  Hit  pulse  and  breathing 
were  scarcely  perceptible,  and  in  this 
ttate  he  remained  two  days  and  a  half^ 


and  two  nights,  without  motion,  with- 
out taking  any  sustenance,  or  per-^ 
forming  any  of  the  animal  functions. 
He  was  bled,  but  it  was  with  dif- 
ficulty that  about  ten  ounces  of  blood 
were  procured;  various  external  stimuli 
were  emplo^'ed,  and  an  emetic  admi- 
nistered. By  these  means  his  pulse 
was  considerably  increased  in  strength, 
and  his  breathing  became  more  per- 
ceptible, and  once  the  stimulus,  ap- 
plied to  the  nose,  occasioned  sneezing, 
but  he  still  continued  in  a  sound  sleep. 
Having  directed  a  repetition  of  the 
emetic,  the  first  producing  no  effect, 
we  left  him,  expecting  that  he  would 
soon  be  disturbed  by  its  operation  ; 
this,  however,  was  not  the  case,  for 
though  he  vomited  three  times,  it  oc-^ 
casioued  no  interruption  to  his  slum- 
ber: 

The  next  morning  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  returning  animation,  namely, 
great  heat  of  the  legs  and  feet,  was  ob- 
served \  and  as  his  attendants  said  he 
would  probably  awake  about  twelve 
o'clock,  no  further  endeavours  to 
rouse  him  were  employed.  Abou<' 
twelve,  as  was  predicted,  he  awoke 
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as  from  a  common  sleep,  with  his  usual 
unconsciousness  of  the  lapse  of  time, 
having  slept  three  nighu  aud  three 
days  and  a  half. 

Jussoodanundun  Muhapater  is  a  man 

'n.^arly  fifty  years  of  age,  strongly  made, 
and  corpulent.  He  relates,  that  about 
the  age  of  one  or  two  and  thirty,  he 
first  became  affected  in  this  extraordi- 
nary manner^  without  being  able  even 
to  conjecture  from  what  cause  it  ori- 
ginated. During  thirteen  years  these 
Sts  of  sleep  continued  seven,  and 
sometimes  eight  days,  with  seldom 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  days  interval ; 
for  the  last  four  years  the  periods  of 
sleep  have  decreaswi  to  four,  and  rare- 
ly exceed  five  days.  He  states  that, 
during  these  fits,  he  has  never  dreamt, 
or  been  conscious  of  the  slightest  de- 
gree of  animation. 

The  common  methods  of  disturbing 
sleep  have  constantly,  and  ineffectually, 

*been  resorted  to  5  such  as  tumbling 
him  about^  shouting,  &C.5  and  a  gim 


has  been  fired  dose  to  his  ear,  without 
producing  the  desired  efiect. 

At  the  termination  of  the  sleep,  he 
rises  wholly  unconscious  of  having 
pissed  more  than  a  common  night's 
rest,  and  the  only  inconvenience  be 
experiences,  inconsequence,  is  a  great 
degree  of  lassitude  the  following  day. 

His  general  health  is  good,  and  he 
enjoys  ordinary  rest  of  nights,  during 
v^hat  may  be  called  his  interval  of 
watching. 

As  the  shortness  of  his  neck,  and 
corpulency,  would  lead  one  to  suppose 
there  was  a  tendency  to  apoplexy  in 
his  case.  I  was  surprised  to  learn, 
that,  in  the  commencement  of  these 
fits  of  sleep,  and  for  several  years  af- 
terwards, his  habit  and  appearance  af- 
forded no  such  indication. 

I  am.  Sir,  your's,  &c 
J.  Savage, 

Assist.- Surgeon. 
^  Medneepoor, 
March  14,  I8O9. 
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MAJOR  GENERAL  CLOSE. 


The  whole  course  of  major-general 
Close's  political  and  miVnary  life,  du- 
ring a  period  of  nearly  forty  years  of 
almost  incessant  actual  service,  has 
been  a  caree;  of  the  highest  honour 
wbich  a  service  could  afford,  in  which 
no-merit .  however  brilliant,  can  break 
through  the  wreiched  routine  of  pro- 
motion by  seniority,  and  who^^e  imme- 
diate rulers  have  no  honours  to  bestow. 
His  services,  therefore,  during  the 
greater  portion  of  thin  period,  have 
tended  more  to  fix  the  fame,  and  the 
revl'ard  of  his  immediate  superiors, 
than  to  establish  his  own.  He  has 
betMi  the  medium  of  transferring  to 
other's  distinctions,  which,  under  other 
circumstances,  \Aould  have  rested  with 
himself. 

To  detail  his  military  services  would 
be  to  write  a  volume.  His  talents  and 
extraordinary  attainments  caused  him, 
then  but  a  young  lieutenant  in  the  Na- 
tive army,  to  be  selected  so  early  as 
1784,  and  1 787,  for  political  negoti- 
ations, with  cofiimissioners  from  Tip- 
poo  Suhaun,  for  the  adjustment  of 
disputed  territory ;  and  in  both  cases 
the  force  of  talents  alone  arrested  the 
encroachments  of  that  restless  prince, 
without  the  necessity  of  an  appeal  to 
arms. 

His  distinguished  services  as  deputy- 
idjutant-general,  in  the  war  of  179O-2, 
were  fairly  appreciated  by  earl  Com- 
wallis,  and  are  well  known. 

It  is  less  known  that,  during  the 
period  between  the  signature  of  the 
preliminary  and  definitive  treaties, 
when  the  British  army  was  sinking 
Qnder  the  influence  of  endemic  dis- 
ease, was  rapidly  approaching  that 
state  in  which,  it  would  have  been  ab- 
solutely incapable  of  renewing  hosti- 
lities, .  Major  Close  requested  a  private 
lodieDot  of  mtI  Corawallis,  reused 


him  to  the  consequences  of  the  pro- 
crastination to  wbich  he  had  so  lon^g 
submitted,  and  by  inducing  him  to  n% 
a  precise  hour  for  the  alternative  of 
pence  or  war,  saved  a  British  army, 
and  established  an  advantageous  peace. 

The  appointment  of  adjutant-gene- 
ral was  the  reward  of  these  services. 
In  the  bnlliant  campaign  of  1 799,  the  * 
commander-in-chief,  in  concurrence 
with  the  universal  sufB'age  of  the 
army,  had  the  magnanimity  to  avow, 
in  his  public  d  spatches,  that  his  sue* 
cesses  were  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to 
his  adjutant-general.  The  royal  favour 
could  not  reach  him.  The  court  of  di*- 
rectors  tx>nferred  the  only  poor  distinc- 
tion in  their  power — the  present  of  a 
sword.  The  governor-general  distin- 
guished him  by  the  appointment  of 
political  resident  with  the  new  govern- 
ment of  Mysore. 

Those  who  sippreciate  diplomatic 
services  by  the  Uhual  riiutine  of  such 
transactions  will  form  but  an  imperfect 
idea  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  by 
colonel  Close  in  the  new,  and  extra-  - 
ordinary,  situation  in  which  he  was 
placed.  It  was  not  to  negotiate  with 
a  state,  but  to  form  ^  state  5  and  th^ 
genius,  which  moulded  this  new  mass, 
has  actually  rendered  Mysore,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  resources;  beyond  all 
comparison  the  most  efficient  branch 
of  the  British  power  in  India. 

Talents  so  uncommon  were  called 
for  in  a  new  direction,  by  a  roind 
which  always  sought  for  talent  and  al- 
ways found  it.  The  time  is  approach- 
ing, but  has  not  yet  arrived,  when  the 
most  incredulous  will  be  convinced  of 
the-policy,  and  even  the  necessity,  of 
the  measures  of  that  day  f  but  what- 
ever diflerenoe  of  opinion  may,,  for  the 
present^  exist  regarding  their  general 
policy,  there  can  be  none  respecting 
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the  consammate  talents  of  the  resident 
at  Poona.  To  waive  all  other  refe- 
rences, the  noble  responsibility  epon- 
taneously  assumed  in  his  letter  to  gene- 
ral Wellesley,  inculcating  the  necchsity 
of  con)pelling  the  Mahratta  chiefs  to 
make  an  immediate  option  of  peace 
or  war,  exhibits  a  combination  of  keen 
fore-sight,  deliberate  prudence,  pro- 
found discernment,  and  bold  decision, 
which  must  command  the  admiration 
of  every  person  who  shall  lake  the 
trouble  to  understand  the  subject  and 
peruse  the  letter. 

In  the  situation  of  resident  at  Poo- 
na, colonel  Close  remained  till  tl^ 
close  of  lord  Wellesley's  administra- 
tion, when  he  intimated  a  wish  to  be 
permitted  to  return  to  his  native  coun- 
try. The  fact  of  two  successive  go- 
vernor-generals,— namely,  Sir  G.  Bar- 
low and  lord  Minto,  havi^ig  solicited  his 
continuance  in  office  as  a  public  t)ene- 
^i  and  a  personal  favour,  is  the  short- 
est and  best  comment  on  the  value 
attached  to  his  serv  ices. 

In  the  late  unhappy  events  which 
have  convulsed  the  south  of  India, 
those  discordant  opinions,  which  agree 


in  nothing  else,  concur  in  ascribing  to 
the  high  reputation  and  admirable  con- 
duct of  colonel  Close,  'the  suppression 
of  the  late  unnatural  rebellion,  and  he 
has  closed  his  career  by  a  campaign  in 
Candish  and  Malwa^which  has  afiTorded 
little  of  brilliant  exploit,  because  his 
operations  were  so  skilfully  combined 
as  to  deprive  his  enemy  of  all  hope, 
and  compel  him  to  disband  his  army  in 
despair. 

Such  is  the  short  and  imperfect  out- 
line of  the  services  of  a  man  who, 
wherever  fortune  should  have  thrown 
him,  would,  if  not  the  Jirst,  unques- 
tionably have  ranked  in  the  veryjirst 
line  of  eminent  men.  In  any'^other 
portion  of  the  globe,  such  taleatt 
would  necessarily  have  forced  their 
possessor  into  the  first  honours  of  the 
state. 

Hitherto,  the  rulers  of  the  British 
state  have  consigned  their  possessor  to 
neglect,  and  as  far  as  depends  on  them 
to  oblivion. 

Englishmen  in  India  appear  to  be 
serving  other  masters,  and  another 
country. 


(A      ^  Short  Manoir  qf  Dr.  J.  Anderson,  late  Physician-general 

at  Mad  HAS. 


Dr.  James  Anderson  was  born  on 
thel7tli  of  January,  )73S,  at  a  vil- 
l^e,  six  miles  from  Edinburgh,  called 
Long  Hermiston.  His  father,  Mr. 
Andrew  Anderson,  who  practised  me- 
dicine at  that  place,  was  a  man  of  great 
Worth,  aiwi  much  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  him.  The  rudiments  of  Dr. 
Anderson's  education  were  obtained  at 
a  country  school,  in  the  neighbour- 
Ijood  of  his  place  of  nativity  ;  and  his 
medical  instruction  he  received  under 
the  auspices  of  Pr.  CuUen,  and  the 
other  eminent  professors  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  where  his  pro- 
gress in  every  branch  of  science  which 
he  studied,  was  so  remarkable  as  to  at- 
tract the  particular  notice  .and  regard  of 
the  professors. 

He*  left  the  University  whiie  yet 


very  young,  and  went  out  as  sargeon 
to  an  East- India  ship,  in  the  spring  of 
the  year  1759.  In  l/OJ,  he  went 
again  to  India  in  the  same  capacity } 
and  from  thence  passed  into  the  land 
service  of  the  company,  in  which  he 
commenced  his  medical  career  at  the 
siege  of  Manilla,  and  was  afterwards 
placed  in  situations  of  the  greatest  trust 
and  responsibility,  during  the  subse- 
quent arduous  wars  and  severe  service, 
which  establish  the  British  dominion  iu 
the  peninsula ;  in  all  of  which  time 
he  was  the  friend  and  companion  of 
the  renowned  characters,  who  then 
commanded  the  company*s  armies. 
His  anxioits  kindness  to  the  sick,  bis 
unremitting  exertions,  his  general  phi- 
lanthropy, and  noblehess  of  mind, 
gained  him  universalrest^^w^i  hb  com- 
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panions  of  thqse  days  have  ever  since 
been  solicitons  to  shew  bim  their  high 
sense  of  his  merits. 

Po-isessing  an  ardent  desire  for  sci- 
ence, a  sound  judgment  and  very  re- 
tentive memory,  he  was  always  thank- 
ful for  books,  as  he  could  seldom  find 
sutHcient  to  occupy  his  mind ;  and  of 
thi.t  he  frequently  complained ;  be 
thus  acquired  much  general  and  use- 
ful knowledge,  which  led  to  the^ex- 
tensive  printed  correspondence  he  car- 
ried on  for  so  many  years. 

He  was  called  down  from  Vellore 
to  Madras  In  the  year  177I,  as  one  of 
the  presidency  surgeons,  the  best  situ- 
ation the  government  could  then  give 
him,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided  ; 
fdways  eminent  in  his  profession,  kind 
and  attractive  in  his  manners,  with 
generally  a  great  flow  of  spirits,  he 
was  long  courted  and  adored  :  his  re- 
maining old  friends  can  testify  to  the 
truth  ($  this. 

With  a  view  to-  health,  while  resi- 
dent in  the  fort,  and  to  obtain  fun  her 
employment  for  his  active  mind,  he 
obtained  from  government,  in  1778, 
the  grant  of  an  extensive  piece  of 
waste  land,  not  three  miles  difTtant 
from  the  fort.  To  improve  tlus  land 
had  occupied  much  of  his  time,)and  it 
latterly  constituted  his  greatest  plea- 
sure. His  garden,  on  which  no  ex- 
pense has  been  spared,  and  which  has 
BO  generally  been  the  resort  for  plea- 
sure and  instruction,  will  shew  the 
dignified  scale  of  all  his  actions  ;  and 
it  may  be  said  thvit  it  has  greatly  con- 
tributed, by  the  example,  to  the  im- 
provement that  has  been  made  on  the 
bounds  of  Macfras,  since  that  period. 
Till  he  began,  there  were  only  a  few 
imported  engrafted  Mango  trees  :  all 
the  settlement  will  now  acknowledge 
their  obligations  for  this  fine  fruit, 
which  is  now  common  :  he  has  col- 
lected trees  also  from  all  quarters,  and 
ever  solicitous  to  make  the  gifts  of  na- 
ture extensively  beneficial,  he  was 
never  happier  than  when  he  could  oblige 
any  oi>e  in  this  way. 

On  his  first  voyage  to  India,  h^ing 
witnessed  the  greatest  distress  at  sea 
from  scurvy,  and  having  afterwards 
6eeu  the  height  of  human  misery  at 


Madras  fr6m  famine,  during  Hyder's 
invasion  of  the  Carnatic ;  those  occur- 
rences made  strong  and  lasting  itnpres- 
sions  on  his  mind,  atKl  led,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  various  subjects  in  his 
numerous  publications,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, ever  sinceJ786,  of  which  the 
aim  has  always  been  to  encourage  in- 
dustry in  the  country,  and  place  with- 
in reach  the  means  of  preventing  such 
dreadful  evils  :  his  name  has  thus  be- 
come universally  known,  and  is  never 
mentioned  by  the  Natives,  but  with 
reverence  and  re8j)ect, — they  considered 
him  as  their  father  and  frieiid. 

These  publications  will  best  bespeak 
the  energy  and  warmth  of  his  heart, 
and  that,  in  the  attainment  of  what- 
ever benefited  his  species,  no  labour 
or  expense  would  be  spared.  His  let- 
ters, regarding  the  use  and  culture  of 
the  nopal,  of  which  he  has  made 
extensive  plantations,  will  shew  the 
Enthusiasm  of  his  mind  in  pursuit  of 
such  objects :  they  absorbed,  at  times, 
his  whole  attention,  deeming  them  re- 
ligious obligations  :  the  benefit  already 
produced  will  stann^  him  as  a  bene* 
factor  of  mankind. 

As  his  mind  was  noble,  independent, 
and  humane,  so  was  his  person  and 
countenance  comely  and  interesting  j 
his  ke.n,  expressive,  benevolent  eye 
spoke  to  every  feeling  heart  5 — for 
above  every  selfish  passion,  his  purse, 
and  his  best  endeavours,  were  ever 
ready  to  relieve  dibtress, — hospitable  in 
the  extreme,  his  table  was  almost  al- 
ways crowded  ;  and  who  that  has  ever 
witnessed  it  can  forget  the  kind  wel- 
come and  happiness  that  prevailed, 
with  the  pleasant,  sportive,  instructive 
argument,  of  which  he  was  so  fond  j 
and  his  house  has  ever  been  the  asy- 
lum of  sickness,  of  friendship,^  and  of 
young  men  on  their  arrival  in  the 
country. 

A  stranger  to  deceit  himself,  he 
could  with  diflficulty  be  persuaded  of 
its  exfstence  in  others;  he  spoke,  there- 
fore, freely  his  sentiments,  on  all  occa» 
sions,  without  meaning  to  ofiend ;  and, 
liberal  in  all  his  actions,  he  was  ever 
the  patron  aiid  encourager  of  merit. 

Happy  thus  within  himself,  with  a 
mind  extraordinarilyo\^l[c'^^gula^ed 
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•eldbtn  allowing  hit  temper  to  be  raf- 
fled, or  even  old  habits  to  contiDue 
when  deemed  improper^  be  attained  a 
good  old  age  with  a  remarkable  ap- 
pearance of  beaUh  and  spirits,  when 
a  severe  disease  occurred,  which  rapid- 
ly terminated  his  invaluable  life. 

In  his  last  moments  bis  strong  mind 
and  amiable  qualities  never  forsook 
bim  ;  he  expressed  much  gratitude  for 
the  anxious  solicitude  shewn  by  the 
settlement  for  his  recovery.    , 

Thin  is  but  a  feeble,  imperfect  sketch 
of  the  life  of  this  rare  and  great  man  ; 
the  loss  of  so  superior  a  character  is  a 
public  misfortune,  and  will  be  most 
severely  felt  j — it  may  with  truth  be 
said,  he  has  not  left  his  like  behind 
him.— 

Natura  ipsa  vilere,  et  mentis  viribus  ezcitari, 
£t  quasi  quodam  divi^o  tpirita  afBari. 

Cicsao. 

Dr,  Anderson  died  at  the  age  of  72j 
naarly  fifty  years  of  which  period  were 
•pent,  most  hotM)urably,  in  the  service 
of  the  East- India  company ;  and  more 
thanhalf  of  which  as  the  adjnired  and 
venerated  head  of  his  profession. 

Dr.  Anderson's  mother,  to  whom  he 
made  a  liberal  annual  allowance,  died 
in  1793,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
three  years. 

The  disposition  of  his  property, 
which  was  very  inconsiderable,  in  com- 
parison to  what  be  might  have  pot* 
aeased,  had  \ca  atteotioo  been  turaed 


to  the  amassing  of  wealth,  \^as  mirk* 
ed  by  an  amiable  peculiarity,  highly 
characteristic  of  his  generous  and  no. 
ble  nature.  He  bequeathed  the  whole 
of  it  to  an  only  daughter,  and  five 
nieces  \  deeming  female  relations  more 
particularly  entitled  to  his  care  and  pro- 
tection, and  having  no  male  relations 
in  need  of  pecuniary  aid. 

He  was  interred  with  military  ho. 
nors.  The  Union  flag  was  hoisted  in 
the  fort  half-mast  high,  and  minute 
guns  were  fired  during  the  mournful 
procession  from  his  garden-house  to 
the  burial  ground.  His  remains  were 
attended  to  their  last  home  by  a  de- 
tachment of  the  royal  artillery,  and 
his  majesty's  royal  regiment.  The 
cothn  was  carried^  by  artillery-men, 
and  the  pall-t>earers  were  the  honour- 
able Chief  Justice,  Sir  B.  Sulivan,  the 
three  Members  of  Council,  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, and  Dr.  Berry  as 
chief  mourner.  He  was  also  followed 
by  a  concourse  of  all  ranks,  Europeans 
and  Natives,  anxious,  by  this  public, 
though  mournful  testimony,  to  shew 
their  respect  and  veneration  for  de* 
parted  worth. 

A  monument  is  intended  to  be  erect- 
ed to  his  memory  by  the  professioo, 
which  he  benefited  and  adorned,  un- 
less that  honour  be  disputed  and  anti- 
cipated by  those  to  whom  his  public 
services  and  hia  life  were  more  pecu- 
liarly devotadw 
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THE  KUSTOORA,  or  MUSK  DEER. 


The  Kustoora,  or  musk  deer,  is  a 
native  of  the  Kuchar,  or  Lower  Tibet ; 
but  is  met  more  commonly  in  some 
parts  of  that  extensive  tract  than  in 
others.  They  would  not  appear,  how- 
ever, to  be  very  numerous  any  where ; 
and  though  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  Kuchar  is  Subject  to  the  Goorkha- 
lis,  the  Nepaulians  procure  the  Kus- 
toora principally  from  the  vicinity  of 
Neyat,  Dhyboon,  and  one  or  two 
other  places.  This  animal  is  most  usu- 
ally caught  by  means  of  a  snare,  made 
of  a  particular  kind  of  mountain  bam- 
boo, of  which  it  is  reported,  that  the 
whole  species  is  occasionally  blasted 
at  once,  not  a  single  tree  remaining 


that  does  not  rapidly  decay.  The 
blight,  however,  never  happening  till 
the  annual  seed  has  fallen  into  the 
ground,  the  plant  is  abundantly  re- 
newed in  due  course  of  production. 
Very  little  pure  musk  is  to  be  obtain- 
ed at  Khatmanda ;  and  there  is  still  less 
exported  from  Nepaul  -,  and  even  the 
musk,  contained  in  the  nafeh,  or  bag, 
still  attached  to  the  body  of  the  ani- 
mal, is  not  always  found  unadulte- 
rated, and  its  purity  can  only  be  re- 
lied on  when  the  Kustoora  is  received 
directly  as  a  present  from  some  person^ 
on  whose  lands  it  ha^  recently  been 
caught. 


NEPAUL  PHEASANT  and  PARTRIDGE. 


The  Chuckoar,  Moonal,  and  Dam- 
phia,  are  natives  of  the  same  moun- 
tainous region  ;  the  two  last  belong 
to  ihe  c;enu8  of  pheasants,  the  Dam- 
phia  being  of  thpgolclen,  and  the  Moo- 
nal of  the  argheer,  or  spotted  sort  5 
they  are  both  extremely  beautiful 
birds;  and,  though  the  latter  some- 
times lays  eggs  in  its  captive  state>  it 
has  never  been  known  to  hatch  them. 
The  Chuckoar  is  well  known  to  the 
Europeans  in  India  by  the  name  of 
Fire-eater  j  it  is  a  species  of  partridge, 
and  derives  its  latter  name  from  its  re- 
puted power  of  swallowing  fire  :  the 
fact,  according  to  the  people  of  Nepaul, 
is,  that,  in  the  season  of  love,  this  bird 
is  remarkably  food  pf  red^  or  cayenne- 


pepper  5  after  eating  two  or  three  cap- 
sules of  which,  it  will  bite  at  a  i^d  hot 
coal,  if  offered  to  it.  The  Chuckoar 
is  caught  by  means  of  a  decoy  of  its 
own  species,  surrounded  by  nets  or 
springes,  into  which  the  wild  ones, 
wjio  are  very  fierce  and  quarrelsome, 
are  betrayed  by  their  eagerness  to  at- 
tack the  captive  birds. 

The  Khalidge  is  met  with  in  the 
thickets  which  overrtm  the  gorges  of 
the  mountains  near  Noakote,  it  resem- 
bles the  common  pheasant  iq  its  ap- 
pearance; but  much  cannot  be  said 
in  commendation  of  its  flavour ;  they 
are  far  firom  abounding  in  this  quar- 
ter. 
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THE  COW  AND  SHAWL  GOAT. 


The  Chowri  and  Changra  of  Tibet, 
are  both  met  within  the  neighbourhood 
of  Nepaul,  though  they  never  descend 
below  the  Kochar.  The  Chowri, 
known  best  in  Hindoostan  by  the  name 
of  Soori-ghai,  is  the  cow,  the  beau- 
tiful tail  of  which  forms  one  of  the 
exports  from  Nepaul  and  I'lbet }  the 
Natives  of  the  latter  eating  the  flesh 
of  it  without  reserve,  viliile  those  of 
Nepaul,  though  they  aftect  to  class  it 
among  the  deer  kind,  on  account  of 
its  having  no  ctew-lnp,  do  not  consider 
it  lawlnl  food.  Tlfe  Changra  is  the 
fihawl-goat,  which  is  rather  scarce, 
even  in  Tibet,  since  it  is  not  without 
the  greatest  ditticulty  that  a  perfect 
male  of  this  species  can  be  procured, 
owing  to  the  jealous  vigilance  employ- 
ed by  the  I'ibelians,  to  prevent  their 


being  conveyed  into  foreign  coontrks. 
This  fact  agrees,  in  sonic  measore, 
with  those  accounts  which  state  the 
Cashmerians  to  be  supplied  either 
wiih  the  Changra  Itself,  or  iis  fleece, 
from  Tibet,  since  it  is  pretty  cenain 
that  there  are  no  shawl  stufl^s,  of  ar^? 
consequence,  manufactured  by  the 
Tibetians,  whose  solicitude,  theretorc, 
respecting  this  animal,  it  would  out 
be  easy  to  account  for  any  other  way, 
than  by  supposing  it  to  constitute  a 
material  and  beneficial  article  of  their 
commerce.  Both  the  Chowri  aiMl 
Changra  are  said  to  be  wonderfbllj 
sagacious  in  discovering  the  safest  track 
through  the  d^^pest  snows,  and,  on  this 
account,  are  sometimes  employed  o 
guides,  by  persons  travelling  in  the 
depth  of  wiuttr. 


SHEEP  OF  TIBET. 


The  sheep  of  Tibet  ere  not  less  useful, 
as  be;ists  of  burthen,  than  the  Changra 
as  guides;  the  Bhootias  inmsporting 
on  them  all  the  salt  with  which  they 
supply  Nepaul.  s  This  animal,  the 
fleece  of  which  seems  to  be  tolerably 
line,  is  about  the  size  of  the  largest 
English  sheep,  and  carries  with  ease, 
over  ihe  craggy  mountains  of  the 
Kucha:  'and  of  Nepaul,  a  load  of 
twenty  sct-rs,  or  nearly  foriy-two 
poui^ds  avoirfiupoise.  I'here  are  two 
oi  turve  species  bred  in  Nepaul,  and 
its  adjacent  depenilencies,  the  smallest 
of  whiph  (called  Khagia)  atfords  ex- 
celleiit  wool:  neither  the  woollen 
manulaciures,  however,  of  Tibet,  nor 
of  Nepa:d,  would  appear  to  have  at- 
tained even  to  mediocrity ;  and  it  is 


certain,  that  -the  product  of  tlwt 
looms  is  as  iuconsiderabJe  in  quantity, 
as  it  is  insignificant  in  quality.  Tbe 
joos,  or  flannel  procured  from  the  ^- 
mer,  were  it  really  a  fabric  of  Tibet, 
would,  perhaps,  be  admitted  as  si 
exception  to  the  latter  part  of  this 
observation  5  buU  the  fact  is,  that  it 
is  made  at  Siling,  a  place  situated  oo 
the  western  borders  of  China.  With 
resi^ct  to  Nepaul,  whaie\er  its  raw 
materials  may  be,  still  less  exceptioii 
can  be  made  ;  since,  though  a  kind 
of  coarse  wasm  serge  is  made  hfe/c, 
that  is  in  some  esteem  io  Hindooi- 
tan,  yet  it  is  very  little  superior  to  tbe 
Sooi  of  Serin ugor,  which  being  cob- 
derably  cheaper,  is  in  much  luore  ua- 
versal  use. 
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Memorandum*  respecting  the  Commerce  of  Nbpaul,  delivered  to 
Sir  J.  Shore,  Bart,  tlve  Governor-general  of  Indiaj  17^3. 


There  is  good  reason  to  believe, 
that,  could  a  free  and  secure  com- 
munication be  opened  between  Ben- 
gal and  Tibet,  ihe  woollen  staples  of 
Great  BrWain  might  be  disposed  of  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  country  to 
a  very  considerable  amount. 

JBoth  the  Tibets  are  extremely  ele- 
vated regions,  and,  therefore,  exces- 
sively cold.  It  is  to  the  upper  Tibet, 
however,  that  we  must  principally  look 
on  this  occasion ;  that  being  an  iii- 
iinitely  more  extensive  and  populous 
country  than  the  Kuch^r,  or  Lower 
1'ibet,  which  separates  Nepaul,  and 
the  mountainous  tracts,  stretching  to 
the  eastward  of  that  valley,  form  the 
upper,  or  Tibet  proper. 

The  cold  is  so  extreme  in  Tibet, 
that  the  inhabitants,  for  want  of  wool- 
lens of  a  proper  kind,  are  said  to  be 
obliged  to  encumber  themselves  to 
such  a  degree,  with  the  clothing,  or- 
dinarily in  use  among   them,  as  ab- 


solutely renders  it  difficult  for  them 
to  move  under  the  load; 

They  manufacture,  it  is  true,  some 
coarse, woollen  stuffs  of  the  Yug  kind  j 
but  these  would  not  appear  to  be 
either  well  suited,  in  point  of  warmth, 
to  the  severity  of  the  climate,  or  to 
be  made  in  any  great  quantity. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  I  understand  that 
our  woollens,  both  fine  and  ordinary^ 
are  bought  up  in  that  country,  when- 
ever the  Beoparies  carry  them  thither, 
with  great  avidity.  The  two-coloured 
cloths  (particularly  those  having  red 
on  one  side,  and  blue  or  yellow  on 
the  other)  are  preferred  by  the  supe- 
rior classes,  to  whom,  it  is  probable, 
warm  flannels,  of  the  liner  sort,  would 
also  be  highly  acceptable.  For  the 
poorer  descriptions,  perhaps,  nothing 
would  answer  so  well  as  our  blanket- 
ing- 

This  4S  a  traffic,  however,  which 
hitherto  has  never  been  engaged  in,  ex- 


'  Colonel  Kirkpatrick,  the  writer  of  this  Memoir,  was  ieiit  by  Lord  Comwallis, 
as  an  envoy  to  Nepaul ;  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  mediating  in  the  differences  tlSea 
subsisting  between  that  government  and  the  court  of  Pekin,  but  really,  and  principally, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  means  for  the  establishment  of  a  commercial  intercourse, 
through  the  medium  of  the  interjacent  country  of  Nepaul,  betweeii  the  frontier  provinces 
of  Benga!  and  the  Upper  Tibet.  If  the  m?ssion  had  presented  no  other  fruit  than  this 
valuable  Project,  it  could  not  be  said  to  have  failed ;  but  it  has  produced  materials 
of  more  general  importance  and  utility,  for  the  history  of  an  untro«ldeo  country,  pr«g^ 
tiant  with  new  and  interesting  objects,  and  of  the  policy  and  manners  ol  a  people 
hitherto  neglected,  l)ecause  unknown.  In  a  residence  of  a  few  weeks'  duration  have 
been  gathered,  such  is  the  mastery  of  genius,  what  a  less  ardent  and  comprehensive  mind 
might  not  have  grasped  within  the  period  of  an  ordinary  life.  This  hoard  of  historical, 
natural,  and  political  knowledge,  was  collected  by  the  British  envoy,  incidentally,  as  it 
were,  to  his  office,  which  was  to  conciliate,  a  task  sufficiently  burthcnsome  of  itself, 
toe  narrow-minded  jealousy  of  a  capricious  court,  and  the  prejudices  of  an  obstinate, 
unyielding  race ;  and  to  lay  the  foundation,  in  which  he  happily  succeeded,  of  a  com- 
mercial union  between  contiguous  countries,  formed,  but  hitherto  not  fitted,  for  inter- 
course. The  labours  of  Colonel  Kirkpatrick  have  prepareti  the  way  for  the  success  of  the 
future  diplomatist,  who  may  hereafter  be  destined  to  tread  over  the  same  grou»d,  though 
it  is  scarcely  to  he  expected  with  equal  steps. 

From  the  volume,  descriptive  of  this  mission,  which  is  given  to  the  public  under  the 
modest  title  of  *'  An  Account  of  the  Kin^^dom  of  Nepaul,**  this  paper  is  selected,  with 
aome  other  Miscellaneous  and  curious  articles  i   for  which  the  edito^/offierri  his  general 
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cepting  OD  a  very  inconsiderable  scale  -, 
and  even  on  such  a  scale  but  very  rare- 
fy- 

The  reason  of  this  is  to  be  parfica- 
larly  sought  for  in  the  jealousy  of  the 
states^  between  us  and  Tibet,  and  in 
their  ignorance  of  the  true  principles 
and  advantages  of  a  free  commerce. 
Something,  perhaps,  ought  also  to  be 
referred  to  the  distrustful  character  of 
the  Chinese,  who  of  late  years  have 
assumed  pretty  openly  the  entire  go- 
vernment of  Tibet.  It  would  seem, 
at  least,  to  have  been  owing  to  that 
court,  th,it  the  attempts  of  Mr.  Has- 
tings to  open  a  free  commercial  inter- 
course with  1  ibei  were  defeated. 

But  besides  this  obstacle  to  a  direct 
communication  between  Bengal  and 
that  part  of  Upper  Tibet,  of  which 
Lehasseh  (or  Lassa)  is  the  capita), 
there  has  alviays  <rxisted  another  (no 
less  serious),  in  the  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances which  ^re  opposed  to  com- 
mercial enterprize  Tn  this  quarter  by 
the  country  of  the  Deeb  Rajah,  which 
separates  Tibet  from  Bengal.  These 
consist  partly  in  the  rugged  naturg 
of  that  country  3  but  possibly  more 
in  the  wretched  policy  of  its  sovereign, 
by  whom,  I  have  been  assured,  such 
heavy  imposts  have  beeir  nsoally  laid 
on  the  trade  as  almost  amount  to  a  pro- 
hibition of  it.  But  to  whatever  cause 
the  fact  is  to  be  attributed,  it  is  pretty 
certain,  I  believe,  that  adventurers 
from  Bengal  prefer  the  circuitous  route 
to  Tibet  by  Nepaul,  to  the  nearer  one 
by  the  country  called  by  usJBoutan. 

It  may,  nevertheless,  still  be  prac- 
ticable to  engage  the  Deeb  Rajah  soon- 
er or  later  to  enter  into  a  commercial 
treaty  with  our  government,  on  a  ba- 
sis of  reciprocal  advantage. 

A  convention  of  this  kind,  how- 
ever, would  not  make  it  the  less  pro- 
per tor  us  to  endeavour  to  find  out 
other  channels  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  staples,  which  have  been  n.ention* 
cd,  to  Tibet.  For  though  Lehasseh, 
and  those  parts  lying  directly  to  the 
northward*  snd  to  the  eastward  of 
that  city,  might,  perhaps,  be  most  rea- 
dily supplied  with  our  commodities 
by  the  way  of  Boutao^  yet^  if  we  wisii 


to  push  our  commercial  specolatioas 
into  the  western  parts  of  Tibet  (which 
would  seem  lo  promise  us  as  good  a 
market  as  the  eastern),  we  roust  for 
this  purpose  turn  our  eye  towards  Ne- 
paul ;  from  whence  too  it  might  pos- 
sibly appear,  that  the  eastern  trade 
could  be  carried  on  with  great  advan- 
tage. 

'  Let '  us  suppose  Hatraando  to  be 
the  centre  from  whence  our  staples 
are  to  be  distributed  throughout  Tibet. 
The  merchandize  would  proceed  as 
high  as  Segouly,  situated  on  the  Boori 
Gunduck,  by  water.  Hence  it  would 
pass  to  Hettowra,  on  carriages  or  bul- 
locks, in  four  or  five  days. — From  Het- 
towra it  would  be  tiansported  by  bill- 
porters,  in  three  or  four  days,  to  Hat- 
mandu.  These  porters  are  capable  of 
carrying  bales,  weighing  from  eigh- 
teen to  twenty-four  dharnies,  or  from 
forty-five  to  sixty  seer,  Bengal  bazar 
weight;  and,  consequently,  from  ten 
to  fifteen  pieces  ot  yard-wide  broad 
cloth.  They  receive  for  the  trip,  from 
Hettowra  to  Hatmandu,  from  1^  to 
1^  rupee,  according  to  the  season  of 
the  year,  and  the  weight  of  their 
load. 

At  Hhatmandu,  the  merchants,  or 
caravans,  will  disperse.  Those  having 
goods  intended  for  the  Lehasseh,  or 
eastern  market,  would  convey  them, 
by  porters,  to  Listee,  the  Nepaul  fron- 
tier town  on  that  side,  and  only  tbtee 
days  distance  from  Kooti,  a  considera- 
ble town  of  Tibet.  1  his  journey  may 
be  performed  with  ease  in  eight  days. 

The  Nepaul  mart,  or  entrepot,  for 
supplying  Diggcrcheh,  or  Teesboo 
Lumboo,  and  the  adjacent  parts, 
would  be  Dhoalka,  which  is  situated 
below  the  pass  of  Phullak,  whence 
Tibet  may  be  entered  with  greater 
ease  than  by  Kooti.  Dhoalka  is  not 
above  ^vc  easy  days  journey  from 
Hatmandu 

The  merchandize  intended  for  Mid- 
dle Tibet,  or  that  pan  of  1  ibei  lying 
directly  to  the  north  ward  of  Nepaul, 
would  be  transported  to  Ruii>ooa.  the 
fri  ntrer  town  of  Nepaul  in  tliat  quar- 
ter. This  would  lake  beven  oi  ciglil 
da^s. 
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The  articles  designed  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  north* west  parts  6f  Tibet, 
Would  have  to  proeeed  to  Jixinihih, 
or  :a'i>er  to  its  capital  Chinachiii  is 
prt'ifv  n;  ar  a  month's  journey,  for  a 
cam  ,n,  Ir^jni  Hatinimda,  to  tlie 
noril.-v\t>t  of  which  ii  lies.  This  is 
the  tn  itier  sia;i(»r.  of  Nepaul  in  the 
lakliikiiar  quaruT,.  Taklnkhar  is  a 
town  o(  ribei,  v>t  'cnsiderable  note. 
Ir  is  abont  t^relve  jonmiesfroni  Chi- 
tiachin,  bill  nruch  nearer  to  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Jooinlah  district.  Chi- 
nachin  might  also  be  approached 
by  the  way  of  Atmornh;  but  as,  to 
take  their  rbuie,  merchants  uould 
have  toadvaiwe  far  up  into  Kohilcnnd, 
it  would  not  answer,  probably,  so  well 
for  the  staples  in  question,  as  the 
Hattnnhdki  road  ;  though,  doubtlessly-, 
it  would  seem  to  be  the  properest  chan- 
iielfbr  the  exports  of  the  vizier's  coun- 
tfy,  and,  perhaps,  of  Benares.  We 
are  here,  hcnvever,  con.»*idering  only 
•of  the  best  routes  for  the  British  sta- 
ples. 

It  may  be  thought,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  our  roerchanis  limit- 
ing therf  enterprises,  or  speculations, 
to  the  Nepaul  borders ;  but,  though 
there  should  really  be  no  serious  ob- 
stacles to  their  pushing  tlielr  expedi* 
tions  into  the  interior  parts  of  libet, 
yet,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that 
they  would  find  it  equarlly  advan- 
tageous to  dispose  of  their  commodi- 
ties severally  at  Listee,  Dhoalka,  Kus- 
iooa,  and  Chinachin,  to  the  I'ibet 
traders,  who,  if  not  restrained  by 
tlieir  Chinese  masters,  ^ would,  most 
'probably,  be  Tery  ready  to  repair  thi- 
-ther  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
ahem.  It  is  true  that  they  would  not 
t>btain  at  these  marts  so  high  a  price 
ibr  their  goods,  as  they  would  }ield 
in^the  irtteHor  parts ;  but,  on  the  other 
liatid,  it  is  to  be  considered,  th<it 
lt*ei**  risk  HVouId  be  less,  tjie  return 
qiiickfet,  "and  then*  security  (being  un- 
lfer<the'^pJK>!^ctibn  of  the  Nepaul'go* 
vemmeni)  greater. 

-  OW  Merchants  would,  *dt  ihese 
filacer,  Yfeceive  from  the  Tftidt  traders^ 
i»»  ^eichAnge 'for  then-  wooltctl.i,' Sec. 
gold  dust,  gold  ingots,  borax,  and 
musk  principally.  There  are,  probably. 
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some  other  artrdes  as  munjeet,  anti- 
mony, &c.  which  might  be  advan- 
tageously imported  hiilier  for  the  Eu- 
ropean market.  Munjeet^  however. 
Is  the  produce  chietiy  of  tl>^  Lower 
Tiber,  and  southern  hills,  and  is, 
theretoi-e,  almost  entirely  iu  tlie  hand 
of  the  Nepaulians. 

It  might  not  be  amiss,  in  the  In- 
fancy of  the  trade,  to  ab^llj^hajl  du- 
ties oti  woollens,  of  British  nianuiac- 
ture,  exported  from  Bengal  to  Nepaul, 
wheiher  for  the  nse  of  tliat  country 
or  tlie  consiimpiion  of  Tibet, 

Admitting  all  the  preceding  remarks 
and  suggestions  to  be  well  founded, 
it  remains  to  consider  how  any  com* 
niercial  scheme,  built  upon  ibem, 
is  to  be  carried  into  etFec  . 

If,  on  the  one  hand,  the  Nepaiil 
government  were,  suthcieutly  intelli- 
gent to  discern,  and  ^iifficiently  ener- 
getic to  promote  its  own  b€;st  interests; 
and  the  Chinese  officers,  oo  the 
other,  raised  no  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  the  Tibet  speculators,  there  wouid 
be  no  ditiiculty  in  tlie  Aiatter.  lliere 
are,  perhaps,  a  i^w  members  of  the 
former  (and  at  their  head,  I  believe, 
is  Behadur  Shah  himself,)  who  are 
not  ignorant  of  the  advantages  yfhich 
their  country  would  derive  from  its 
t>ecoming  the  chanueUtboroughfare  of 
such  a  commerce,  as  might  be.  carried 
on  between  these  provinces  and  Tibet ; 
but  the  nmjority,  being  of  a  dei^crip- 
tion  which  holds  trade  in  a  very  cheap 
light,  the  superior  understanding  of 
one  or  two  individuals,  has  not  been 
^ble  to  counteract  the  efl^'^t^  of  that 
obstinate  jealousy,  with  which  those 
people  are  so  well  known  to  have  re- 
garded all  kOTts  of  intercourse  with  tsa, 
till  within  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
It  is  not  i)ecesKary,  in  this  place,  to 
itK}uire  how  far  we  have,  during  this 
period,  succeeded  in  our  endeavours 
to  remove  thisi  distrust.  It  will  be  suf* 
ficient  to  observe,  what  certainly  is 
nut  to  be  denied*  that,  ^thoi^  we^ 
ho  doubt,  ^ave  accomplished  a  eood 
deal,  yet  w.f.  have  not  inspired  thero 
witlj  the  degree  of  confidence  ne<3es« 
sary"  to  actuate  them,  befoie  we  can 
reasonably  expect  to  derive  all  those 
commercial  advantages  to  which  a  so- 
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lid  and  cordial   connection  with  tKe 
Nepaul  government  seecnft  capable  of  . 
leading. 

By  a  due  and  watchful  attention, 
however,  to  thi^  point,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  we  shall,  sooner  or  la- 
ter, attain  our  object.  Perhaps,  in-^ 
deed,  no  belter  opportunity  for  the 
purpose  conld  possibly  offer  at  any 
time,  than  that- which  presents  itself 
at  this  moment. 

In  a  letter,  delivered  to  lord  Com- 
wallis  by  Deena-nath  Opadiah,  on  the 
eve  of  his  lordship's  departure  from 
Bengal,  the  rajah  of  Nepaul  refers 
to  his  vakeel,  and  to  me,  for  an  expla- 
nation of  his  wishes  on  a  certain  point, 
towards  the  accomplishment  of  which  " 
he  solicits  his  lordship's  good  offices. 
The  object  alluded  to,  is  the  obtain- 
injg  of  the  pergurtnahs  of  Roodurpoor, 
Kiishipoor,  and  Kewulppor,  from  the 
vizier,  in  farm.  These  purgunnabs 
constitute  thi  Turrve,  or  low-lands 
of  Kamaoon,  which  last  belpngs  to 
the  rajah  of  Nepaul,  and  the  posses- 
sion of  them,  on  any  terms,  is  a  point 
that  the  Nepaul  government  lias  very 
moch  at  heart  j  the  grain  they  produce 
being  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  troops,  which 
the  rajah  U  obliged  to  keep  on  foot 
in '  the  Kemaoon  quarter.  The  pos- 
les^ion  of  these  districts  would  also 
open  to  them  an  easier  communication 
with  their  westernmost  frontier  then 
they  have  at  present. 

If  our  government  should  see  no 
objection  to  their  being  gratified  in 
this  particular,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
they  would  not  only  accept  it  under 
any  stipalations  that  might  be  judged 
"necessary,  t^ith  a  political  view,  to  the 
prevention  of  future  encroachments, 
or  other  disagreeable  consequences  of 
neighbourhood  j  but  also  consent,  in 
return,  to  the  establishment  of  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  Tihct,  on  the 
plan  slightly  delineated  above  -,  and  to 
the  residency  of  a  British  minister  in 
Keptul,  for  the  purpose  of  watching 
over  the  interests  of  the  merchants^ 
of  promoting  the  extenvion  of  the 
trade,  and  of  improving  the  friendship 
and  good  onderatandibg/  at  preseut 


9ubsisting  between  the  two  govern^ 
Ipentii. 

In  the  different  converse r ions  which 
I  have  had  with  the  vakeel,  on  the 
subject  of  his  court's  wishes  relative 
to  K ash  i  poor,  &c.  and  to  which  ap« 
plication  time  did  not  allow  lord  Com- 
>^allis  to  give  any  answer  ^  I  have  oo€ 
scrupled  to  declare,  pretty  plaioly, 
that  I  did  not  see  how  so  delicate  a 
request  could  be  urged,  either  with 
propriety  cr  any  probability  of  aoc- 
ces<«,  till  the  mutual  confidence,  and 
good  understanding,  of  the  two  go* 
vernments  should  be  so  firmly  and  un- 
equivocally e6tHblished,  as  totally  to 
remove  any  sort  of  reserve.  When 
his  master^  1  observed,  should  have 
manifested  the  sincerity  of  his  deaife 
to  improve  his  connection  with  the 
company,  by  co-operating,  cordially, 
with  the  government,  in  the  nieasores 
necessary  to  the  effectual  introductioa 
of  a  free  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  there  was 
nothing  which  he  cohld  reasonably 
solicit,  or  the  company  properly  coni- 
ply  with,  which  he  might  not  hope  to 
obtain. 

The  vakeel  appearing  to  be  coq- 
viuced  by  the  reasoning,  and  to  be 
desirous  of  ascertaining  what  I  cob- 
ceived  remained  to.  be  done,  for  ao* 
complishing  the  object  I  had  instated 
on,  I  presented  him  with  a  paper, 
of  which  the  followiqg  is  a  translaiioo, 
and  which  he  promised  to  transmit 
immediately  to  Behadur  Shah,  seconded 
bv  such  explanations  and  argumema  as 
should  occur  to  him  on  the  subject. 

In  the  event  of  the  Nepaul  govern- 
meoi*s  manifesting  a  disposition  to  enter 
upon  a  formal  discussion  of  these  pro- 
positions, the  necessary  negotiation 
may  be  conducted,  either  at  the  pr&* 
sidency,  pr  by  the  agenc7  ot  the  pA^ 
son  whom  government  iliay  select  for 
the  station  of  resident  in  Nef«ul,  and 
who  might  be  deputed  to  Hatmandit, 
in  the  first  Instance,  for  theeiipiess 
purpose  of  settling  , the  n^i|r,tEQ4(y  4^ 
commerce.  ,, 

Should  the  buaineia  .«mup^  t^ia  de- 
•irab^j  a#pw;t,  U  m^y  be  .4;^essary 
to  req^y^est  lord  Macartoey**  M9f tuw 


'Qigiti^d  by]  VjOOQI 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


497 


towards  faciliUting  Ibe  tiicoessffil  ope- 
ration of  the  new  treaty>  which  would 
very  materially  depend  on  >the  conduct 
which  the .  Chinese  government  in 
Tibet  should  pursue  upon  the  occa- 

UOD. 

Upon  the  final  adjustment  of  tbis 
iffiiir  to    the  satisfaction  of  our  go- 


vernment, there  are '  two  or  i}\)r6e 
i  points  of  inferior  importancei  in  which 
it  ^ould  perhaps  be  t^gtit  to  gratify 
,  the  rajah  of  Nepau);  but  which  it  is 
not  necessary  to  state  in  this  j)1ace,  as 
I  baire  Mentioned  thecn  on  other  oc- 
casions to  the  governor-general. 


COMMERCIAL  DEPOSIT  * 


d  Plan  for  admitting  the  People'^f'largelo'apaitidpatifmin  the  6e- 
nejits  to  accrue  from  tlie  trade  of  tlie  Country. 


1st.  All  praise  and  glory  be  to  the 
nost  high  God,  who,  breathing  life 
oto  a  handful  of  clay,  which  was  be- 
'ore  inanimate,  gave  it  the  form  of 
nan  :  and  who  has  raised  some  chosen 
ndividuals,  (of  the  species)  to  rank 
ind  power,  riches  and  rule,  in  order 
hat  tliey  might  administer  to  the  fee- 
)le,  the  helpless,  and  the  destitute,  and 
iromote  the  welfare  of  their  people. 

Id  pursuance  of  this  duty,  we  now 
lecree  as  follows  : 

8nd.  That  whosoever  shall  deposit 
rith  yoo  any  sum  from  five  to  five 
londred  Immaumies,  for  the  purpose 
f  being  employed  in  traffic  (on  his 
ccouDt)  such  pertion  shall  be  entitled 
0  receJve(fifora  you)  at  the  end  of  the 
ear,  together  with  the  principal 
mount  of  the  said  deposit,  a  profit  or 
icrctaseof  h^If  an  Immaumy  on  every 
nuoaomy  ao  deposited  or  advanced. 


3rd.  Tliat  whosoever  shall  make  a 
similar  deposit  of  from  five  hundred  to 
five  thousand  Immaumies,  such  person 
shall,  in  like  manner,  be  entitled  to  re* 
ceive,  at  the  end  of  a  year,  together 
with  the  principal  amount  of  bis  ad- 
vance, a  profit  thereon  of  a  quarter 
Immaumy  on  every  Im^naumy  so.  de- 
posited. 

4ih.  That  every  sum  exceeding  ^vo 
thousand  Immaumies  whicb  shall  be  so 
deposited,  the  person  nsaking  such  de- 
posit shall  be  entitled,  at  the  end  of  a 
year,  to  receive,  together  with  .hia 
principal,  a  profit  or  increase,  to  be 
calculated  at  the  rate  of  twelve  Im- 
maumies on  every  hundred  Imn^iu- 
mies  of  such  principal. 

5th.  That  this  regulation  shall  remain 

in  force,  from  generation  to  generation. 

6th.    That    whenever  any   person^ 

making  a  deposit,  of  tlie  nature  above 


•  This  tiDguUr  plan,  originating  with  7iffoo  Sulraun,  would  teem  to  hold  out  a  liberal 
KouraKCfncot  to  carpitalists  of  all  dtrnomtnauons,  who  have  not  the  means,  from  the  policy  of 
ic  govrrnmcot,  for  employing  their  money  directly  in  trade.  The  temptatioti  of  50  per 
nt,  held  out  by  the  projf  ci,  may  ,b^  expected  lobave  an  irreaistible  effect  on  the  holoen  of 
nail  sumt,  and  to  render  ihe  s^bn nations  10  the  deposit  very  common.  1  bit  lure  would 
en  almuM  indupctiidblet  in  ^rdei- lo.titducc  ih<-  Mabomedan  tuhject  to  dispose  of  his  money 
ihia  way  ;  it  betog  ^l^H^/kr^Hbthf  genius  of  Mussulmans  of 'every  description,  to  embark  in 
ide  ;  and  diMpnvy- 10 Itliei spirit  of  tbetr  ihstKdiioos  themselves,  to  lend  out  money  even  at 
jnce,  c))M- kw  Vrd  Bring  regurded  as  the  only  citditable  means  of  support  and  advancement  of 
r«une  But  tbou|^h  f  equent  example  might  tend  in  time  to  weaken  the  prejudice  of  educadon 
id  habit,  the  pre  jrckWfHild  have  still  v>  (;ncounter  a  confidexabie  obstacle  in  the  natural  jca- 
H»^qfedM»yiidlMU$rtfnO  cbtA'mit  their  j^c^l^ti  to  the  poifcr  and  ^OSKsiop  of  a  iicUfi  ud 
curioui  iCDUfCol  an  arburiry  lovcicigo.     '  Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 
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described,  shall  think  proper  to  apply 
,  fpr  the  feilcieation  ol  aoj  part  of  such 
deposit,  together  with  the  portion  of 
profit  which  may  be  due  thereon,  the 
same  shaU  be  immediately  paid  to  him, 
^  without  hesitation  or  dispute,  and  a  re- 
.q^ipt  for  the  amount  t>e  taken  firom  him. 
7.  That  in  the  event  of  the  death  of 
any  person  making  a  deposit  of  the 
nature  aforesaid,  tiie  heirs  aiKl  succes- 
sors of  such  person  shall,  on   produ- 
cing certificates' (bearing  the  seal  of 


the  Sircar,)  which  were  granted  br  the 
Mulicut  Ti^jdn  deportraent  to  tk  de- 
ceased. «t  the  time  of  his  roakiog  tk 
deposit  in  question,  and  00  due  proof 
being  obtained  of  tlieir  being  tht 
right fot  claimants  bo  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  amount  of  the  same  (priod* 
pal'and  profit,  withotit  demur  or  deb;. 
llien  follow  some  subvidiary  regtih. 
tions,  respecting  tl^  OKxle  in  which  tiie 
accmmts  of  these  transactions  wereto 
be  kept. 
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Bengal  Canvas. 


Gentlemfw, 
.  Before  leaving  this  port,  I  think  71 
proper  to  testify  in  writing  to  the  supe- 
rior excollence  of  some  canvas,  bearing 
your  stamp,  which  I  accidentally  pro- 
cured in  America. 

I  had  a  fore  top- mast  stay-sail  made 
of  it,  for  the  ship  Magdalen,  under  my 
command,  which  was  bent  and  used 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  passage 
out  from  New  York,  and  in  some  hea- 
vy blows  ;  for  durability  and  firmness 
of  texture,  it  far  exceeds  any  other  we 
had  on  board,  either  of  European,  or 
this  country  mantifactnre  ;  nor  have  I 
ever  met  with  canvas  in  Europe,  or 
America,  that  is  preferable  to  it,  in  my 
opinion,  for  beauty  and  strength. 

I  have  taken  some  more  on  trial  for 
the  passage  home,  believing  it  can  be 
depended  on  in  any  situation,  and  thatjt 
will  answer  my  expectations  and  your 
recommendations ;  all  of  which  I  shall 
be  happy,  at  a  future  time,  to  acknow^ 
ledge. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  make  the  proper 
use  of  this  letter)  if^  at  a^iy  time  you, 


should    think  it    necessarj' — say,  b 
showing  or  making  it  public. 
I  am,  Gf.ntlemivn,  &c. 

JAMES  WATKINSOX. 
Messr%.  Kerfip  and  Roberts, 

Calculla,  January  20,  ISO9. 

INDIGO. 
In  the  present  state  of  En^idi  am- 
roerce,  when  the  enemy  is  hot  too 
successful  in  closing  the  coDthntrf 
ports  against  us,  it  is  particolaffyiae. 
ful  to  show  the  advantages  a^d  r^ 
sources  which  may  be  derived  host 
our  colonies,  with  a  view  to  encooiM 
efibrts  towards  furoishiag  aitjdes 
which  may  be  substitnttd  for  ttm 
usually  derived  from  Aveignaiid  em 
hostile  countries  :  supplies  fioa 
whence  are  alike  expensive  aad  prui- 
rious.  In  the  year  1 8O6,  BritM  vs 
almost  wholly  dependent  upoa  Fhn 
and  Spain  ftir  Indtgo  ;♦  thcimpoitsrf 
this  artfdle  from  the  Bast  hidi^M 
that  period,  bejpg  only^^/jool.^  w- 
lile.  By.  sab^r^neot  eocoan^geneo^ 
,  thp  ^ppiy  iirom  dM«M^  ha  ^gaa^ 


L- 


♦  It  appears  from  an  ac^bi^t  pubttihcdai  Ta/h,  »h  ^^70.  imii  S«-J 

ro  imllion  1b».  of  indiito  armufcHv  paid  cxi>ori*duh  .^  ..  , ,,, ,  i_ 
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increased  to  stKh  aa  extent,  that  in 
T^OQ'  the  ,qtwmity  ^\i4  in  weight 
4,740.92(51bs  and  lis  value  1,105,^8/. 
Thus  ihe  country  i^  rendered  indepen- 
dent oi  foreign  power  top  a  nwiferial  so 
necesnary  w  tmrtiimnfactcnes. 

TIit3  following  bt>t»iric?al  description 
of  three  inligo-ferons  plants,  newiy 
discovered  in  India,  ^y  Hr.  W.  Il(»x- 
burgh,  of  Calcntia,  with  itttmo  iiici- 
d^mal  account  of  the  manMfacture  (^ 
indigo*  and  the  ihtfory  of  tirat  prodti^c-' 
tion,  will  be  foond  instructive  fo  some, 
and  inierej»ting  to  other  readers  of  the 
Aniaiic  Atuiual  HogtHten 

I.  Nhkium.  Linn. gen, pUeri  Srk/eff, 
X.  420.  '      ,i    :  '      i-    H 

Gen.  char.  Contorted.  C4>rol,  fuflnel* 
shaped,  month  of  thetubewith  a  lace- 
rated crown.  '  • 

FoUh'/es,  two  pendulous;  >ong,  blen- 
der, united  at  apex  ;  seetl  cfv>\vned  with 
a  coma.' 

NetiiSim  tinrtfirium,  RoHhr 

Thsil^-aitkaloo;  of  the  telin;:»as. 
J^er'wm i  indicum^  viiqjth aii^ /An t'l v , ^c. 
Burnj- Zeyl.  p   Ki/.  i.  7J. 

Trunk,  arboreous,  eroct,  <?<^ort,  ni 
full  grovvn  old  troes^trom  one  at>d  -a 
half  to  two  feet  iiidinmetcr,  and  frou) 
twenty  to  thirty  icei  hi^!i  ;  buf  whc*n 
of  that  size  it  is  generiUy  lull  of  roiien 
cavities.  iir,   -^    ■   . 

J?ra>ir/rWrtninrnenous,  IrregularleNlis- 
posed,  nnd  benrin  varitnis    ire4  lions 

Brancldels,  opi)j«»iie,  round,  siuoolli, 
and  green.  " 

Bark,  of  the  old  vvdo*.}^  scabrous,  of 
tlie  )ianng,  pretty  smooth,  and  ash- 
col  onr^;  J. 

ly^fM^  whfto  elwKigrjined,  heauti-- 
fiil,  ;ifiproachingtht-  coUmrttud  appear- 
ance of  ivory  ;  lh<'  natives  en^ploy  it 
tor  a  Atafiety  of  uscMuI  and  ornauu'ntal. 
purpr>se«j  i<r  might  anb^VL-r  tor  funii- 
turein  Europe  ;  hui  it  is  apt  to  acquire 
a  blueifsb  tinge  towards  the  centre. 
They  <!l>e  TclingAs)  say.  that  fault 
may  be  corrected  by  lighting  a  (ire 
round  the  tree,  ami  burning  otf  the 
bark  when  first  felted. 

Leaves,  numerous,  opposite,  short- 
petiolod,  oblong,  pointed,  pretty 
smooth,  entire,  pale  green,  when  fall 
crrown  from  six  to  ten  inches  lono.  :inf! 


Stipules,  none. 

Mowers,  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
hi  diameter,  when  fully  expanded  per- 
fecrtly  white,  fragrant,  disposed  on  lax, 
globidar  panicles  at  the  extremities  of 
the  branchlets. 

Ihartes,  a  small  oval  one,  below  each 
subdivision  ofahe  panicle. 

Cfrlly  r,  one  -  leaved,  cup  -  shaped. 
Border,  divided  into  five  ef^oal  serai- 
orbicular  permanent  segments. 

'  Corol,  one  p-'talled.  Tube,  short, 
somewhat  gibbous^  Border  large,  di- 
vided  into  five  oblique  linear-oblong 
spreading  segments. 
'  Nectnry\  many  ramous,  whit^  fila- 
'  menis  crown  the  mouth  of  the  tube  of 
'  ihe  enrol, 

■  Fitnmenls,  five,  very  short,  rigid, 
inserted  on  the  ^nouth  of  the  tube, 
just  whhin  the  nectary. 
^  AnthtTs,  arrow-shaped,  rigid,  united 
to  one  another,  latierally  forming  a 
i\ne  comical  cover  for  the  stigma  j  their 
lower  parts  arc  inwardly  covered  with 
fnieAvhite  hair-v 

'  ir&rms,  tw<),  *ieemingly  united. Style, 
the  length  of  the  tube  of  the  corol. 
Sligma,  double,  covered  with  transpa- 
rent gluten,  t>y  which  It  adheres  to  the 
liibide  of  the  anthers. 

Perharp.wvo  long,  slender,  pendu- 
lous tollicles,  united  at  Ixith  ends ; 
singly  they  af'e  from  twelve  to  twenty 
iliches  long,  and  about  as  thick  as  a 
common  jxincil,  consisting  of  one 
valve,  which  o|xns  let^gth-wir>e  on  the 
inside 

SiWv,  ntmierous,  long,  slender, 
rrovviied  wiilj  a  d«iwny  tuti,  or  coma, 
like  those  of  the  thistle, 

ThiN  IS  an  eltyani  middle-sized  tree, 
agreeing  perfcvtly  with  the  genus  ne- 
rium  of  l.innean  sexual  system,  and 
from  the  quality  of  its  leaves  may  very 
pro|H?rly  *>e  called  nerium  tinctorlum, 
"which  ujay  be  rendered  in  English, 
dyer's  rose-bay  j  it  appears  to  be  a  new 
sjiecies,  coming  i\earest  to  nerium 
anti-dysentericum,  Liuu.  sp.  pi.  ed. 
Willd.  I .  p  12:50',  the  tree  which  yields 
the  Connessi-bark  of  our  materia  me- 
dica  J  c(xlaga  pala  of  the  hortus  noala- 
biricus  J    pala-cadija   of   the  telingas. 

Thev  nr»*     iiAtiv(><i    of    tht*    ImeAr  rt•^»lt^a% 
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rajah-man<irycircardirectly  north  from  den  soil,  considerably  larger  even  5 
Coringa,  and  are  so  much  a^ke>  the-,  or  6,  It  flowers  during  the  wet  and 
nectary  excepted>  that,  without  minute  v  cold  seasons ;  and  the  seeds  are  ripe  hi 


knowledge  one  may  bp  mistaken  for; 
the  other  ^  and  it  is  probable  the  baric 
of  this  new  Nerium  may  have  bcea 
gathered  and  sold  tor  the  connossi  j 
to  Wjhicb  maybe  attributed  the  disre- 
pute that  has  fallen  upon  that  barly  in 
Europe  ;  for  with  the  natives  main- 
tains its  name  as  a  specific  in  most 
bowel  complaints. 

The  variety  which  yields  th^  best 
indigo,  grows  on  the  South  or  sunny 
side  of  many  hills  and  mopntains  in 
other  parts  of  the  Ciicars^  and  in. the 
Carnatic,  Dver  an  extent  of  above  one 
thniiNand  miles  in  length,  and  of  uncer- 
tain breadth.  Near  inhabited  places 
ii  is  so  o^ien  cut  for  foel,  that  jn  such 
siuiaiions  it  is  almost  ever  found  in  the 
state  of  ai  small  shrub  or  large  bush  :  ^t . 
is  onh  in  untrequenied  parts  that  it  b^- 
mnu's  a  iree  i\(  any  size.     The  tendei;, 


about  three  months. 

Stan,  erect,  woody^  as  thick  as  a 
man*s  thumb,  or  more;  perennial 
branches,  many,  nearly  erect,  scatter- 
ed, St  raited  from  the  insertions  of  tbe 
eaves,  three  small  ridges  running 
down  from  each,  entirely  covered  with 
in  finite,  numbers  of  short,  depressed 
whine,  hairs,  which  render  the  plant 
quite  iMMtry  ;  these  are  easily  rubbed 
off,  leaving  the  branches^  ike.  smooch 
and  g^en.  ■ 

.  Leaves,  alternate,  Bomewbat  bifari- 
ous,  numerous^  approximate,  pmnate, 
M((ith  an  odd  one  ;  abont  four  inches 
long.  .Leaflets,  sbort-pitioled,  oppo- 
ite  ;.froip  three  to  five  pair,  pale  green, 
.fleshy  ;  the  lower  smallest;  all  are  obo- 
vato,  slightly  emarglnat^  with  a  mi* 
nute  bristle }  above  pretty  smooth,  bat 
pale  coloured  ;  many  short,  oppressed^ 


branches  a  "1   yo'-n^  ieave^  contain  a.,  white  hairs  cover  the  underside',  which 


milvl  n»i!kY  jnicc,  which  flows  out  on. 
beinsj  \\c  ntjili'it.  Bui  10  obtain  a  large 
supply  of  the  best  leaves  for  making, 
in<  i^u,  it  is  necessary  to  ke<j;p  the  trees 
low,  with  many  shoots  frorii  the ^tump, 
after  the  manner  of  mulberry  planiii- 
t*»ons  for  feeding  silk- won  is.  In 
March  usually  the  leaves  begin  to- 
make  iluir  appearance,  and. soon  after 
them  The  flowers.  By  the  end  of 
Ar>'i|  ihose  that  begin  to  l>e  firsi  uu- 
foided  will  have  attained  uieir  full  size; 
tbis  IS  ih^  proper  time  u>  bi\^in  gather- 
ing for  indigo.  About  the  aame  iime  it 
cea»ies  floweHng,  and  many  ot  ih6  seed- 
vessels  are  f  <rmet^  ;  but  the  seeds  are 
not  ripe  till  J^n'ury  or  February.  The 
leaves  drop  otf  dunn:^  the  cooler  secH 
son.  T  oe  tun  Oi  •  lea\es  acqaned  in 
drvino  for  Dr  Rox:)ar;h's  hoiussic- 
I  cm.  sojie  j^*  ihem  h»,>pening  to  be 
••msec!,  lirii  in  I  .ced  him  to  supp:>se 
tt.cm  ;)o  S''^''d  of  coloiiring  ma'iei, 
u  ..,ch  c  •  oej  :rr;  ;i!s  and  enquiry  have 
'.  •  ■  '  .iniirr  '*.] 

,v   'fg.J't  M    'oeiuLa^    Roxb. 

-/.    \,[    lie  'I  el  I.  Id  as. 

.   ii      hruh*)V     plant,    found 

•  \\  d)  \  .  '>arren,   and   un(  nlti- 

'  '  ■■  ^     ,  «  '  t'     he    height  (jf  from 

.  .V    -    ...-:-t  !;-eL :  when  reared  in  ga.- 


makes  it  stUl  a  Winter  green  than  the 
i^pperside  ;  (but  nothing  like  down  on 
any  part  of  the  plant)  they  are  from 
one  ,to  two  inches  long,  and  about 
three-quarters  thereof  in  breadth. 

Petioles,  covered  with  tbe  same 
small,  oppressed,  white  hairs  channel- 
ed. 

Stipules,  subulate,  small. 
Racemes;  axillary,  solitary,  aessile, 
erect,  shorter  than  the  leaves,  numy 
flowered. 

Flowers^  numerous,  small,  yellow^ 
and  red  mixed. 

Calyx,  five- toothed)  divisions,  fhon, 
acute,  equal. 

BiinntT  and  Keel,  hairy,  greenish, 
yellow  }  margins  of  the  former  invo- 
lute. 

U'Zngs,  pale  rose  colour,  linear  ob- 
long. Proceiises  of  the  keel  renoark* 
ably  large.  . 


Legumes 


numerous,  reflex,  falcate. 


rouiui,  short,  covered  .with  the  same 
hairs,  the  branches,  &c.  are  contracted 
between  the  seeds. 

Seeds^  generally  three,  smooth,  like 
those  of  indigo  imctoria. 

From  the  leaves  of  this  plant  bat 
been  extracted  a  most  beautiful  light 
indigo,  by  committing  them,    while 
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inches  loog^  and  worn  2  to  6.  broad« 
I'here  a 'e  soim.'  srnall  tubulent  glaudf  , 
OD  tbeup|)er  side^  close  to  the  insertion 
of  the  petiole^    these   while   yoong 
.  yield  a  .waxy  substance. 

Petiotfis,  rouud^  from  one  to  two 
inches  long. 

Stipules,  lionet      Thyrses,  soruary^ 
,  axillary,  or    between    the  leaves  po- 
duncled  ;  as  they  become  old  interrupt* 
ed,  frum  their  mcreasit  g  length. 

Flov'ers,    numerous,     pred|q^U«d> 
very  small,  yellow. 
^j  i//ac/«,  minute,^    Lyx,  fiverleaved. 

C^ro/,  funnel  form.  Tu^e,  gibjbops, 
rather  longer  than  the  nectary  and  or- 
gans of  fructification  ;  mouth  shut, 
with  long  silver-coloured  hairs,  which 
form  a  conic  dome,  round  the.  apex  of 
the  common  stigma.. 

Border,  flat,  and  cut  into  five  obli- 
<fue  segments. 

Nectary,  sheathing  the  frvictification 
as  in  the  other  species  of  this  extensive  , 
genus. 

Jntherst  five  pair,  and  connacted  by 
as  many  short,  fine,  but  firm  filamenta 
to  the  five  small,  sharp,  hard, black,  an- 
gles of  the  common  stigma  j  their  form 
IS  obliquely  oval,  like  the  body  of  a 
chemical  retort>  while  the  filamems 
represent  its  neck. 

Germs,  two  i»uperior.  Styles,  two, 
short.  Stigmas,  proper,  two,  they  are 
lodged  in  the  base  of  the  commoa 
stigma  (corpus  trunmtum)  of  Linne) 
which  is  of  a  <iucculent  spongy  nature. 

Pericarps  none  have  yet  been  seea 
ripe  by  Dr.  Roxburgh  :  the  plants 
being  raised  from  slips  or  cuttings, 
which  ai  counts  for  the  seed  not  ripen* 
ing,  but  he  has  little  doubt  of  their  be- 
ing follicles. 

This  stately,  useful  perennial  creeper 
was  introduced  from  Sumatra,  into  iha 
East  India  con)paiiy*s  botanic  garden, 
at  Calcutta,  previous  to  the  year  1793, 
and  it  is  presumed,  by  the  late  colonel 
R.  tCyd,  from  thence  it  has  been  dis- 
tributed in  Hindostan,  St.  Helena, 
Europe,  and  America  At  Calcutta 
and  at  Samulcota  it  blossoms  during 
the  rains,  but  dues  not  ripen  its  seeds  at 
either  place.     ^      , ,  c    c\ 

»      •.*       .         .   Digitized  by  VjOi    -  ,    , 

Indigo  has  been  extracted  from  it  b) 


freth,  to  cdd  water,  and'scal Jinig  theni 
over  a  moderate  fire,  to  about  loO"'^  of 
f  ahrenheit's  thermometer.  The  li: 
qoorwill  then  have  attained  a  dt-ep 
greenish  yellow  colour.  It  is  then  strain- 
ed  off  clear,  and  while  hot,  gently  agi- 
tated in  a  broad  shallow  oj^en  vessel 
for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  during 
which  lime  It  changes  its  colour,  gra- 
dually becoming  darker  and  more  tur- 
bid ;  when  sufficiently  agitated,  if  a 
little  of  It  be  viewed  in  a  bright  silver 
q;Mxm,  or  any  other  vessel  that  reflects 
the  light,  a  muddiness,  or  minute 
grains,  may  be  easily  seen  ;  which  are 
rendered  large  and  copious,  by  the  ad- 
dition ot  a  little  lime  water ;  in  which* 
state  they  readily  fall  to  the  bottom. 
The  super- incumbent  liquor  is  then 
poured  off,  and  will  be  of  a  clear 
brandy  colour,  more  or  less  according  as 
the  operation  has  been  successfully  con- 
ducted )  for  the  more  this  liquor  is 
tinged  with  gt-een,  the  less  perfectly 
bastl»ecolour}ng  matter  been  separated, 
and  the  produce  proportionally  I'eficient 
]Q  quantity  and  quality.  How  to  eflfect 
tbe  RHMt  perfect  precipitation  Ss  the 
grand  desideratum  for  the  manufactu- 
rer, and'  well  deserves  the  chemist  s  at- 
tention. ' 

III.  Jsrltfifts  Hnrtoria.     Roxb. 

Taroom^akkar,  of  Sumatra.  Mars- 
deo. 

Root,  ramous,  &c.  ^n  in  most  other 
plants  of  a  similar  hdbit. 

Stem,  short,  crooked,  and  much 
swelled  at  the  joints  ;  in  old  plants  as 
thick  as  a  man's  wrist. 

Bark,  dirty  oHve  colour,  with  small 
lighter-coloured  scabrous  spv^cks. 

Branches,  twining  when  long,  and 
leaning  or  scandeul  when  short ;  their 
bark  .  smoother  than  on  the  xtem  ; 
young  shoots  round,  and  somewhat  vil- 
loas.  When  wounded,  a  clear  pale, 
yellowish  green  liquid  exudes,  which 
soon  thickens  into  the  consistence  of 
jelly  }  but  in  dry  weather  quickly  eva- 
porates, leaving  scarcely  a  trace  of  its 
existence  behmd.  When  the  tender 
shoots  or  leaves  are  bruised,  luch  parti 
become  livid  ',  a  sign  of  the  preaence 
of  indigo. 

Leaves,  opposite,  petioled,  narrow* 


471 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I8O9. 


The  leaver  of  No*  1.  were  firtt  sent 
to  England  in  the  year  1790,  accon> 
panted  by  ifie*  P)!loyriiig  tetter  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  E.  HayV  secretary  to  the 
go?emment 

'*  Sir, — Endcwed  is  ah  etffact  ora 
letter,  dated  bih  of  June,  17(A  ^>'oin 
Dr.  Roxburgh,  ffF  Sanrmlcotta,  accom- 
panying a  specimen  of  Indigo  obtained 
from  the  leaves  of  a  tree,  naiae  of  the 
lowar'  regions  of  the  nlouhtalnons 
tract  forn)^5  the  Rnjah-muiidri  fron- 
tier. This,  in  the  estimation  ofMessri. 
Harris  and  Haven,  promises  to  become 
a  valuably  acquisition,  and  its  v.ilue 
farther  enhSnced  by  tic  consideration 
of  iw rising  in  a  sandy  or  sterile  soil.' 
That"l><>m  being  perennial  (like  the 
Sumatran  s|)ecies)  'and  at  tailing  the 
stature  of  a  tree,  r/ffording  a  perma- 
.nent  stock  and  resource  against  the  de- 
vastations and  failure  to  which  the 
cultfvatfon  of* the  'ordinary  annual 
species. are  froni  their  nature  exposed 
in  disastrous  seasons.  From  Dr.  R.'s\ 
description  of  this  tnee,  it  api)ears  to 
be  of  thtt  genus,  Ncrium^  and  will 
probably  \ii  found  on  our  South- west 
frontier. 

•*  Of  the  seeds  rebeit-ed,  parr  liave 
been  sent  to  ilie  collectors  of  llhaagul- 
por  and  Gio,  and  s'om^  hundred  plants 
are  now  rarsit^gin  the  compnny'vS  gar- 
>clen  ;  so  that, we  shall  be  ennbled  to 
avail  •  6urselves  of  this  additional  re- 
soursc  by  a  general  distribution,  to  the 
several  iiWigo  planters  within  the  pro- 
vinces, of  which  public  notice  may  be 
given,  to  take  place  darinc  the  present 
season ;  by  tlu^  month  ot  August  we 
shall  also  bt  enabled '  to  obtain  a  com- 
parative estimate  of  Its  productive 
quah ties,  WMth  the  other  sjK'cies  now 
iu  use: 

"  Should  the  avocati«)rs  of  adminis- 
tration permit  an  oHictal  examifiaiion 
of  the  situation  and  soil  of  the  hilly 
tracts  on  which  the  rej»iclence  of  the 
collectt)r5hip  of  Hidjelli  is  situated, 
as  described  in  the  diary  of  the  tour 
through  part  of  that  tract  in  the  year 
1789,  submitted  on  the  occasion  of  an 
imperfect  attempt  to  examine  its  mari- 
time productions^  it  will  be  perceived 
that  that  unconitnonly  situated  re- 
gion   is    peculiarly    adapted  to    the 


cultivation  of  *  this  species  of  in* 
,.  <iig«/  :  9ut  I  leart;!  frxuw  the  collector* 
.that  t*be greatest  part  of  this  provinrej 
'  (although- in  e:itjeut  between  w^aiutSO 
coss)  is  productive  of  little  or  no  reve- 
nue to  the  self-called  possessor,  the 
Hamii  of r-^  5  but  I  am  wander- 
ing" from  the  only  subject  which  can 
entitle  me  to  occupy,  the  attention  of 
jthe  board — the  repcirt  of  a.i>ew  species 
of  indigo  brought  .under  nonce  by  ibe 
discernment  and  researches  of  Dr. 
Roxbnrqh,  and  I  crave  pardon  for  a- 
digression  frpm  ihe  subject  into  which 
I  have  been  iny<  1  ii>tarily,ltd.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c  ",       ,  ,  - 

In  ecuisequt^ncq,  a  pa|>er  was  printed 
ill  CalauiHj  hy  ainhority,  coiuaifiiiig 
a  clear  and  saiisfajutory  account  of  1  tie 
method  of  making  indigo  frona  the 
plani^  indigO'fera  tinctorea,  as  practised 
at  Singaiolla,  near  Malda.  , 

.  On  St.  Helena  and  the  West  Indian 
islands^  there  is  gieat .  abundance  of 
soil  :«nd  situation  favv^t^rabW  to  tbe  cul^ 
tore  of  this  tree,  viz.  hills,  andtbeio^ 
ferior  regions  of  ipountaitvsi  w|ieretbef# 
is  little  else  jhan;rpcks,stooes,  .^d  tbe 
most  barren  soil  •  such  being  jihe  habi-  ; 
taiion  where  it  js  mostly  touud  in.  Hin* 
dostan.  It  ha,s  been  aM;^rt^ip<4  tbat 
the  natives  of  Vizagapatam  and  G^b^ 
jam,  and  also  of  other  dls^rjcts. in  Car* 
iiataka^have  beenJorjg  su^qu^uted  wilb  . 
thequ.ifily  of  its  leaxes.  Dr.  P.  llus-  - 
sel  wrote  to  Dr.  Uo\burgh  from  Kng- 
land  that  among  the  papers  of  ibi}  Ute- 
Dr.  G.  Canipbcll,  wlio  was  a  surgotm  ' 
on  the  ^(adras  cWablishtnenW,  and 
died  of  uouiids  received  in  lli^  battle 
l)etween  cc^lotjel  Batllic's  detachment 
and  Haider  Aali,  in  174SO,  iliece  wa» 
ft^und  mention  of  the  tree,^  and  fliat 
the  nati\es  niadc  inJigotropi  Its  lea\e^ 
In  India,  aslwsbten  already  obstMy- 
ed,  the  lea\es  bei^n  to  be  lit  fur  ma* 
nulacturing  in  i\\c  mor.ih  of  April ; 
but  they  have  been  found  10  yield  a 
better  cvhrnr  in  M.\\  and  June^  which 
js  rhrf  hottest  time  of  the  )ear.  (in  the 
shade  thii^  thermome'.er  during  the 
heat  of  the  day*  is  genetally  about  iOCP 
and  often  rises  to  ]  15^,  if  exposed  to 
the  sun.  On  the  rocky  ^il  where  die 
Nerium  grows,  it  ranges  from  !  40**  to 
150^5  ax.  astODiU.mjl,^tQ^i^fegcU- 
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tion  !)      About  the  end  of  August  the    to  prodqce  granulation  and  pr^ipita< 

growth  or  ihe  plant' begins  to  driw  tb-    ''        '^^'^ ^lj._„.  i? •_  .l-_ 

wa|%li  a 'close  for  the  se^soff ;'  the 
leaves',  acquiring  a  jvMowish  rusty  cj- 
loar,  soon  t^ll  off,  without  btii.g  suc- 
ceeded bv  others,  or  in  a  trifling' df'gree 
till  next  season,  iio  tftat  wilh  the  j)^ants 
in  a '^Mild  statd  ilie  le^igib^f  the  s^a.4on    Madeira  wine  colour,  and  the  produqs 


lion.  The  "supernatant  liquor  is  the» 
let  offi  and  the  rest  of  the  process  con- 
ducted like  that  of  the  common  fer* 
mented  indigo. 

It   the  process  has   been  prcperljr 
conducted,  the  liquor    will  run  of  a 


for  making  indigo  there<r»vAi  in  India, 
can  only  be  recko^id  affive  months  in 
the  year.     Ti*e  leaVW  n-^ised  fVon)  seed 


of  Indigo,  when  dry,  will  average 
■'about  lib.  from  every  2501  bs.  of  tlio 
gre^h  leav 
vary  accor 
The  opera 
ceptjble  o( 
a  day,  as 
aljoiit  thre 
5:c.  not  ni 
former  is  4 
preceding 

removal  trom  the  agitation  vat  into  a 
small  cihtern  for  mixture  and  precipita* 
tion.  The  liquor  is  finally  withdrawn  by 
scuppers,  and  the  fecula  put  into  bags 
to  drain. 

M.'  de  Cossigny,  in  his  treatise  on 


-year, 
in  a  garden  did  not  yie'ld  colour  till  se- 
ve raF years  oM,  iind  then  but  in  small 
degree,  and  hf  ifl'qnaiuity  iiifcrior  to 
the.olH  wild  phMn  in  their  natural  soil. 
It  i.s^  the  same  wtih  the  young  plrmta- 
tiofvs  in  Bengal.  If  the  le-.ives  are  bul- 
led from  ttie  middle  part  of  the  hhoots^ 
the  indigo  'i«  better  than  when  "^hey  are 
taken  promiscuously.  -  Nothing  like 
indigo  could  ever  be  extracted  from  th6 
tencler  shoots  of  the  Nerium,  when 
deprived  of  their  leaves  ;  as  is  not 
the  case  with  the  common  indigo 
pbnt.     The  leaves  being  collected,  foT" 

instance  on  the  preceding  day,  are  put  indigo,  recommends  washing  the  moist 
into  coppers,  full,  but  not  pressed  down,  fecula  with  warm  water,  in  which  asmall 
and  then  the  vessels  are  filled  with  gt^antity  pf  vitrioKQ  i^id  has  been  mix- 
cold,  bard  clear  water,  to  within  t\iro  .ed. -*  &iirine  acid  4nay  answer  the 
or  three  inches  of  the  brim,  which  same  purpose,  but  as  it  is  weaker,  a 
space  must  be  left  to  allow  for  the 
bulk  enlarging  by  heat,  fully  as  much 
a*»  in  the  common  indico  vat  by  f<ir» 
mentation.  The  fire  is  then  lighted,, 
which  must  be  maintained  rather^ 
briskly  tiir  tlie  liquor  ac^^uires  a  deef) 
gieen  c Jour  when  viewed  in  the  vessel; 
but  if  taken  up  and  poured  oin;  it 
will  appear  of  a  pale  bright  greenish  li 
yellow  ;  the  leaves  win  begin  to  assume  fi 
the  same<^)lonr,  9i»d  the  beat  of  the  Ir- 
qucn-  will  be  from  150  -to  1(X)  decrees 
of  FahVenheitN  ncale.  The  mass  mnst 
be  c^miifanfly  •crrrred,  br  the  bottom, 
will  be*  ovtr-hcaldtrd  Ix^fore  the  surface 
be  ready;  tlie  motidn,  moreover,  serves 
to  expel  iUe  fixed  air,  which  forwardn 
the  oper^iioti.  The  Hre  must  be  with- 
drawn or'SOtFei^  to  die  Jlway  ;  and  all 
the  liquor  must  be  *  drawn'  off  through 
a  bair-doth  into'  the  agitation  vat^ 
where  it  tiAst,  Whil<f  hot,  be  agitated 
in  the  common  way,  for  half  an  hour; 
when  it  must  be  mixed  with  from 
r\y  to  r-Jif  of  strong  purlhie  water,  pre- 
pared in  a  Contiguous  cistern,  which  is 


krger  quantity  must  be  used.     Nitroua 

acid  has  not  been  found  to  answer  so 

I  \vell,  and  it  rendered  this  indigo  porous. 


c 
a 

trict  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  may 
be  added  the  Malabar  ,coq,st ;  informa- 
tion  having  been  received  that  Dr.  H. 
Scott,  ofl£)inbay,  h4d  discovered  the. 
same  plant  upon  the  island  of  Salsi^tt,  • 
Tliese  tou^gging  ol^servatioos  lead  to. 
reconin)ending  to  our  colonial  manu- 
facturers notoiily  to  t^rn  theic  attention 
to  Neriupi,  the  preparation  of  which 
may  b*  carried  on  alternately  with  that 
of  C(jmmoii  indigo,  the  seasons  for 
each  being  different,  but  moreover  to 
adopt  the  scalding  process,  generally  in 
preference  to    that  of  fermentation. 


474 


Asiatic  annual  register,  1809. 


Brides  the  saperior  qoality  of  the 
Indigo  to  obtained,  that  proceM  pre- 
ients,  aoaongst  others,  the  following 
comparative  advantages  :— 

I.  The  produce  i«  lai^r.  2.  The 
health  of  the  labourer  is  not  endan- 
gered by  the  effluvia  of  putrid  miasma, 
3.  The  heat,  expelling  most  of  the 
fixed  air,  renders  a  small  degree  of 
agitation,  and  little  of  the  precipitant 
necessar)^:  4.  The  operation  b  suscep- 
tible of  frequent  repetition.  5.  The 
indigo  dHes  quickly  without  acquiriofi; 
a  t>ad '  smell.  6.  Indigo  so  prepareo, 
has  hot  the  flinty  appearance  common 
to  fetmented  indigo  >  but  in  softness 
and  levity  is  equal,  or  even  superior, 
to  Spanish  ^lora 

The  useful  publication*  fi-om 
whence  this  account  of  Nerium  has 


been  abridged,  cootaiat  also  tfat  de- 
scription of  a  new  spedes  of  AickpMi, 
from  the  leaves  of  which  tho  Budii^ 
people  are  said  to  extract  a  greea dye; 
oeing  a  laiige  twining,  ahrabby  plant, 
brought  from  Pegu  to  the  botanic  gv. 
den  at  CalcatU,  in  1795,  by  Dr.  Bo* 
^hanan,  which  Dr.  Roxborgh  namei 
Asclepias  tiagens*  Obaerving,  hov- 
ever,  that  his  experiaieau  to  obtaiB 
the  colour  abovc*meotiooed  &\od  of 
success,  possibly  finom  want  of  aoffi- 
ciebt  information.  Some  other  coai* 
munications  from  ^hat  sciaatificperm, 
contained  in  the  same  book,  and  it* 
lating  to  piedical  productions  of  Indis, 
are  very  valuable,  and  well  deserve  »• 
publication  in  this  Register ;  >bQt  the 
nM]uisire  space  being  wanting,  tb^an 
reluctantly  omitted* 
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SCARBOROUGH  SHOAL. 


A  Tery  inteiru;eot  oadtical  gentle- 
man gives  the  following  >|CCOunt  of 
this  shoal,  explored  in  April,  I8O6, 
by  Don  Francisco  Regueime,  captain 
and  brigadier  in  the  Spanish'  navy, 
then  in  command  of  the  Lucia  frigate, 
and  three  gun  boats,  sent  on  the  ser- 
vice by  admiral  Bon  Ignacio  de  Alava, 
which  stationed  at  Manilla. 


SUuai'um  of  the  Shoal. 

o        »  ' 

North'  point  of  the  Shoal,        15    19  40 

South  ditto,        ditto,  15    04  00 

£an  )  to  wMtward  of  1  S    06  40 

>  the  men  lian  of  > 

WetC)  ManiUa,  )  9     16  15 

distance  from  the  nearest  land  of  Lu 

conia^  which    is   Point   Lapunes  129 
miles. 


,,'Thesituation  nMy  be  depepdednpGn, 
having  been  determined  by  aeveiai  a^ 
tronoroical  x>b8ervations« 

The  extent  of  the  shoal  from  north 
,  to  south  is  6^  miles,— from  east  to 
west  9|  miles;  is  sarnxiixled  widi 
rocks,  tew  of  which  are  above  water, 
and  is  so  steep,  that  sonodiiigs  cannot 
be.  got^  when  almost  touching  tbea. 
The  other  three  shoals,  laid  down  a 
all  the  charu  along  the  coast  oi  La- 
conia,  called  north  and  south  Marrao* 
na»  (or  the  double-headed  shot)  Ma* 
singole,  and  the  Mirabole,  do  not 
exist  There  Is  only,  along  shore, 
the  Bagualatao,  or  Iba  S^wl,  on 
which  one  Portugo.  ae,  two  Spaoidi 
vchseis,  atid,  lately,  the  Greybomt 
were  lost. 


*  Transactiom  of  the  Society  for  the  encoursgement 
[nl.  xxviii. 


0f«ftft>»i.b^»i».»d 
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UNKNOWN  REEF. 

The  ship  Hebe,  capiain  Leigh, 
which  sailed  from  Calcutta,  on  the 
24th  of  March,  1808,  was  wrecked  on 
the  15th  of  JuDe  last,  on  an  unknown 
reef,  in  Bass's  Streight,  off  Port  Dal- 
rymple,Van  Dieman*s  Island,  the  coro- 
mander,  and  all  the  crew,  except  ope 
Lascar,  were  saved. 

The  following  is  the  bearing  of.  the 
Shoal,  as  detailed  by  captain  Leigtf  to 
lieutenant-governbr  Patterson. 

•*  The  reef  on  which  the  Hebe 
struck,  and  was  the  occasion  of  her 
)cMs/' bears  from  the  dag-sta6r,  on  Point 
Clarence',  west  three-fourths  north,  by 
corapass,  aboOt  five  miles  distant,  and 
may' extend  farther  to  sea  j  the  Hebe, 
it  is  supposed,  went  over  the  middle 
of  it ;  it  is  very  dangerous,  never  be- 
ing dry,  though  at  low  water  spring, 
tides,  the  water  is  discoloured  over  it. 
The  Hebe  was  otl  it  at  the  top  of  high 
water,  drawing  ttiirteen  feet,  and  had 
not  less  than  two  fathoms  and  a  half, 
the  swell  being  Vather  high ;  it  has  no 
connection  'with  the  Western  Reef, 
but  bear*  fr6h|i  if  aboiit  north  by  went 
true;  suppose  two  miles  distant ;  the 
outer  bfeakelrs  on  the  Western  Reef, 
bear  from  the  flag-staflf  west  per  com- 
pass :  Mr.  Plfnders's  bearing  being  the 
same. 


CUMBHIAN'S  SHOAL. 
Jult26,  I8O9. —  Returning  by  the 
eastern  passage  from  China,  at  noon, 
observed,    in  latitude  21.  46,  north 


longitude,  pec  chrooometer.  121'.  25. 
east,  with  a  light  easterly  breeze, 
stood  .to  the  southward;  and'  ati  five 
P^  M.  saw  an  ^tensive  reef  of  break- 
ers, from  the  poop,  nanninf  in  a  W. 
N.  W.  and  E.  S.  E,  4ii^^(ion>  ^^  tiear 
as  we  could  judge.  Same  time,  Tobago 
Xima  bore  N.  b>  E.  to  N.  by  W.  the 
small  island,  off  ditto,;  N.  by  E..^  £. 
the  breakers  E.  by  N.  to  E.  ^:  £.  lat- 
titude  21.  34.  N.  and  kitigittule,  by 
sights  taken  at  (be  time,  /121.  30.  £. 
our. distance,  from  the  dearest  part, 
abovit  four  miles.  We  t^oald  plainly 
perceive  rocks  ainong  the  breakers  t 
stood  to  the  spiithiyi^rd  until  two.A^M. 
when  we  tacked  and  stood  N^  E. : 
at  half  past  thr4<|.A.  Mv  TotiagoXinQft' 
N.  by  W.  to  N;.tby  W.  f  W.j:the 
small  islapc)  juitt  .^huftiOQ  with  the  S.  B. 
end  of  the  largQ  pne.;  the  two  northern 
Bashees  S.  2Q  E.  tp^,  g2  £.»  ihe^^asl- 
ern  extremes  of  th^^^breakers  tbea  io' 
sight,  from  the  .pc¥^,,W^  N.  W.  die* 
tance  five  .nwles,  k^ajgitude, 'by  sightr 
at  the  ticBi^  121.4^  Er'JatHode,  by  . 
acconnt,.2,!.2^.  N. 
^This  sho^l  app^rs  a  Mroew  8trt|9; 
running  in  an  eastern  and  wesfero  iii- 
ij^tion,  t  s  westjend  121.34  east,  tlon- 
/gitiide21  34  nqrtl^  latitude,  east' end 
121.41.;  the  ic^gitude  is  dediiced 
from  that  of  the  northern  Bassee  ai* 
lowed  in  121.  58.;.  latitude,  fimcatbe 
observations  of  tlie  succeeding  end  pre* 
ceding  moons,  taken,  by  four  obaenrers 
each  time,  f  nd  allowance  made  for  the 
current  experienced  betweeobodi. 


PARACELS. 


Extract  qf  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  on  hoard  the  Discovery. 


In  March  last  we  left  Macao,  with 
an  intention  of  ascertaining  the  St. 
Esprit  Bank,  cruizing  about  for  it  se- 
veral days,  particulvirly  in  those  ports 
laid  down  by  Horsburgh,  &c.  wiihout 
efifect,  it  began  to  blow  a  fresh  gale 
from  the  north-east  which  induced 
Mr.  R.  to  push  for'  the  Paracels  so  as 
to  be  there  in  the  fair  months  :  it  being 
of  more  consequence  to  have  them 
surveyed ;  and^  if  possible,  te  ascertaio 


every  shoal  this  season.  On  the  )(5th 
of  March,  in  the  evening,  we  madid 
the  Amphitrite  Islands,  forming  the 
northern-most  of  the  Paracels,  they 
are  very  low  w«ih  a  coco^-nut  tree 
on  the  centre  of  the  western-most^ 
one.  They  are  formed  of  white  sand 
and  coral,  the  surface  of  which  is  co- 
vered with  low  bru^b-wood ;  the/ 
bear  a  great  resemblance  to  some  of 
the  islands  of  the  Red  Sea^  particularly 
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the  AsalscKes^aU  of  them  urt  ^mmiK!- 
ed  with  stoep  banks  of  coral,  and 
moat  of  the  'ancborage  is  hard  abitd 
and  rocka ;  there  are  few  hiands  which 
afford  good  water  sufficient  for  small 
ves9^  f  the  principal'  ones  are  the 
lincoiD^  and  one  called  Woodj  Island, 
which  lies  to^he  eastward  of  the  Am- 
pbitrites,  it  eight  miles  distance^  and 
is  covered  with  a  high  jungfe;  there 
the  fishermen  have  pitched  a  few  huts 
fyr  a  teni(x>nity  nesidenc^,  while  they 
remain  berei  abont  half  the  year,  ga- 
theritig  ftee€h«de-mar,  whitb  is  a 
l^ack  thick  ugly  "worm  j  this  the  Cbi- 
oese  use  as  a  great  loxcity  ibr  making 
their  soups,  t  -     > 

la  apfjroacbing  the  ArrtphitrJ^es  we 
descf icd  a  terge'  jffink, '  apparently 
wrecked  tib  a  siptt  >df  racki  running 
offihe  eastern- niost  ()f  these  isVands, 
on  wl^ch  w^re  several^CHinese  ruhnitig 
along''  Sbe  beech  itat^^  ilags,  and 
bedMMtingfo  tts>  as  tv^  i supposed,  to 
fender  theth  alssiWaWfte.  We  stood 
wiibni  half  a'liiUd  of  (he  island,  by- 
ing  lo  gain  sounding»^,^Wt 'could  nqt 
at  ibr  dcffiiviaif  ninety  liiftlioths;  if 
ioon-4rikercani^nj;  <m't6  blow  a  dcmble- 
HfefedoiopbaH  1)recW,f^'#hich  obliged 
m  t6'Wofk  off  fot  the  nlgiit,  before 
we  booM  bax'e  any  '  Cdmmanication 
vuh-lbefeople.  ' 

The  He*!'  tiav  ir  cobrlr^m^  >t^  blow 
fresh}  ^we  bore  awaf/  'and  Mood  10 
keward'o^the  ffAAnd*,  ^ni€.*d  wmnd- 
ing»  fl#  fbl'ty-  fiithonw  a  few  miles  to 
leeward  oP  lliem.  Whe^i  liear  the 
wreck,  we  andiored  in  tifteen  fattuxn^, 
and  sent  boats  on  shore ;  ihe  |X)or  half* 
starved  wretches  were  lighting  to  get 
to  the  boats,  and  it  rei|uired  M>me 
trouble,  at  first,  to  prevent  i\w\r  ox  er- 
iuadirrg  them.  On  ll>e'i(*ih  \hey  v  ere 
all  shipped  on  board  the  vessel,  :>(x>  in 
the  I)l»KXA'ei*y,'  a\id  liOO  in  the  Anii*- 
ftipe. '  We  gave  u|>  oiir  bjnh  ^o  iht-ni, 
tiul  they  were  cranimecf  inio  evi-iy 
hoFo  Awd*  coraer,— ^ilie  ;l«nk  wi\s  one 
nt  ihe  largesf^th.fl  sj*ife  Out  of  China, 
hjviiig  opwardiT  of  600  vheti  on  board. 
A^H^ut  the  25th,  left  the  island  in  a 
tank,  fourteen  of  whom  survived,  and 
:nrived  io  a  Very  weak  stale  at  Tu- 
rua, — deverai'  of  them,   accordujg  to 


their  owc^  information,  died  j  bat ' 
could  not^  find  any  ve^figcts  of  them  ^ 
they  had  'been  driven  ashore  in  a  nor« 
therly  gale,  two  or  three  days  before 
we  t-elieved  them  5.  and  their  only  sub* 
stance  was  a  few  dried  fruit,  but  not 
a  drop  of  fresh  water. 

On  account  of  these  circumstances 
Mr.  ^. postponed  the  purvey  till  we. 
landed  them  at  Taron.'  a  port  on  the 
Cochin  China  coa^t,  at  tiie  distance 
of  120  ^liles  from  Ihe  Amphiirites. 
We  were  six  days  getting  tliere ;  ac 
this  plate  we  laid  in  a  lat*ge  stock  of 
vegetables  for  the  crew,  watered  the 
^'esscls,  £tnd  again  prpceeded  to  finish 
fhe  'siin'6v.  After  cKamininff  tlie  Fe- 
Itdor  shoal,  and  otherjj  we.felTm  with, 
which  you  will  see  by  H^qp.V  charts  of 
tthe  islands,  and  will  qpnyp'y  a  tbetie;* 
i(}ea  to  you  tl^an  the  ^conrii>ed  period 
Of  t'tXYie  will  allow  uMQ;cleicribe, 

A^  Wofxty  .MapdMrj.,lt  hired  a 
dshefman  as  pi  lot  j  t,bis  niMJi  has  been 
amonjc;  these  islaiu^'.ou^  anA  off,  for,  , 
twenty  -live  }  ear^  ,ai\^  \^  weH^cc|uaLni- 
ed  with  the  sitn,at|on  o^  tjbe.w^ole.}  - 
he  informed  us. of  si«?v^rjii  sjiipwrecj^s, 
nnd  li^e  means. o|  ^ivii^jhe^pepple 


g 
setn    these    vessels   touching  at    the 

Amphitrites  for  waiter,  -^yhich  ««npe 
of  ihe.lxKils  lying  ther^^  supplied, 
them"  with.  He  told  Mj".  „Ross  lliat 
the  vbsst'fs  were  njanne^jvyftli.  Kuro- 
f>ean^aftd  Natives ;  that  ihe  last  port 
tiiey  lert  wa»  Malacca,  and  tlwt  it 
wjpf'fhtiir  intemion  of  again  returning 
to  that  port. 

!  .  After  leaving  the  Amphitrites  they, 
according  to  our  .supposition,  were 
t«>?r,  oif  st)me  of  the  Coral  Banks, 
nearly  even  with  tl>c  water's,  edge  ^ 
bioA'iog  wheil\er,  and  every  souK  pe- 
ri'^lit-^J,  i'owarcU  the  Utltcr  et»d  ot' 
May,  after  exaipining  the  Lincoln 
south  A'ard,  and  Triioi;i  Bank.  >^  |>ro- 
cveded  to  the  inia^t,  as  ih^r  KoOtlieriy 
monsoon  bi*gan  ^  set  in,  tiH>  fre^h 
for  us  to.  work,  with  ^oty,  dawn 
to  Sapara^  so  lar  out  to  Jeeward  5  on 
the  coast,  we  ei^per,ien«^  vefj^  strong 
tides  againxt  u»  ..ulJi^|«jj^.g^^Ut 
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were  under  the  necessity  of  patting 
back  to  Taron,  and  wafer  the  vessels. 
In  Jane,  we  a^in  left  this  port  and 
worked  down  the  coast :  ou  th^  21st, 
we  fell  in  with  a  gentleman,  Vho  \Cas 
to  procure  us  boats,  and  use  his  inte- 
rest with  the  king  of  Cochin  China, 
in  forwarding  our  prospects  on  lh&, 
survey :  he  fitted  our  t)oats  at  JSaigoo 
for  the  shoaling  parties  and  expedhions, 
but,  as  we  could  not  work  down  so 
tar  against  the  monsoon,  they  could 


not  be  of  any  service  to  us  $  the  next 
day  we  put  into  a  harbour,  called 
Meatrang,  and  procured  a  little  re« 
freshmeot  for  the  people.  On  the 
25tb,  we  left  this  place  for  Macao 
AI^-— ,  proceeded  up  the  coast,  to  join 
the  king,  as  most  ot  his  Native  fieicto^ 
ries  had  rebelled,  and  were  assisted, 
by  a  very  large  fleet  of  Ladrons.  Ou 
the  4th  of  July  we  anchored  in  the 
Typa. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 
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On  the  fall  of  the  King  and  Kingdom  of  BjlbtijOh; 
from  Bishop  Lowtli's  Prcelectmies  Jcademica.  Prcd.  28,  bg  Mr.  G. 
Dyer. 


And  does  yon    haughty  empire   prostrate 
how  ? 
Does  the  world's  queen  in  vulgar  ruins 
lie? 
Must  she  disrobed  her  'o-diy  state  forego  i 
Who  liv'd  in  glory,  now  inglorious  die  ? 

11. 
See  headlong  from  his  throne  the  ttiant 
hurl*d ! 
Shatter'd  hit  strength,   and    crashed  his 
iron  rod; 
Unpitying  once  who  taught  the  states  to 
groan, 
Now  droops  himself,  the  just  avenger  Ood. 

m. 

£as*d  of  her  burden,  how  around  the  earth 
Exults,  and  sings  thrv*  all  her  peaceful 
plains ! 
Well  Miit  the  sprightly  song,  the  boundless 
mirth, 
Where  peace  returns,  where  sacred  free- 
dom reigns. 


IV. 

Where  LihaDus  uplifts  his  stately  brow. 
Secure   the  cedar  smilea,   ai»d 
cries. 

Beneath  thy  stroke  the  woods  no  loofcrhow; 
The  spoiler's  hand  in  earth  enfeebled  ho. 

V. 

At  thine  approach  I  hear  a  aolemn  tosnd. 
For  HADES    trembles   thro*    each   siieai 
tombrf 
Dead  tytlants  quit  their  thrones,  and  al 
around 
Flock  in   black  trot>p6a  and  triumph  c 
thy  dix)m. 

VI. 
Art  thou  too,  brother,  come,  eadi  tjnffi 
cries, 
SpoiTd  of  thy  strength*  and  bnaUed  ia 
thv  pride  f 
With  ho.  low  ghasty  looks,  and  sigk^a 
eyes 
Brother  in  guilt,  and  now  by  death  afliei 


*  It  would,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  find  in  the  whole  range  of  eastern  poetry  a  fies 
composition  than  this  ode.  It  is  equally  removed  from  all  littleness  and  all  bombast;  aaJ 
thus  it  has  been  characterised  by  critics  on  ancient  poetry,  particularly  by  Buhcf  LmA, 
in  the  work  whence  this  is  taken,  and  by  Sir  fViUiam  Jones^  in  his  Commeot.  PosMfli 
Asiatics. 

f  The  reader  may  notice  the  same  character  of  classical  imitation  in  this  paangc,  as  it 
Milton's,— 

■  thick  and  gloomy  shadows  damp, 
Oft  seen  in  chamel  vaulu  and  sepulchres.  • 

Mask  at  LiroLow  CAm.t. 

Bishop  Lowth  and  Mason  have  here  followed  too  nearfjr  the  idimn  and  doctrine  of  ik 
Greek  and  Latin  poets.  The  idiom  and  doctrine  of  Isaiah  scaroelj  admit  of  -'excivit 
umbras,"  as  Lowth  translates  it ;  or  of  *<  shadowy  heroes,"  and  **  flitting  shadows  lifk 
and  vain,"  as  Maaon  renders  it:  5«r  bis  Odu,  The  original  requires  the  translation  to  be 
**  all  the  great  ones,"  or  '  mighty  dead,"  and  all  the  .eaders  of  the  earth,  or  somethiof  of 
the  like  kind  :  but  the  fkbulc  manes  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  poets  correspond  not  witk 
the  charaaer  of  this  Ode.  The  above  passage  must  be  illostratad  from  the  mode  of  scpet- 
ture  practised  among  the  rich  and  noble  Jews;  which  has  btcm  well  explained  by  Bi^ 
Lowth  in  reference  to  this  very  ode.    Prefect.  VII. 

Bishop  Lowth  himself,  in  his  English  prose  versiott  on  this  ode  has  sdopN^ 
more  accurate  and  appropriate  language.  See  Lowth  oo  Isaiah,  chap.  ziv.  and  a  new 
translation  of  Iiaiah  by  a  layman^  where  Bishop  L«wtb*s  transbttioa  is  often  concctf^ 
aadiB^prored*  Digitized  by  L^OOglC 
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Whert  now  the  browd,  that  once  compos'd 
tby  train, 
The  tnimpett  ckngour,  and  the  ^>^er 
lyre? 
Night,  deep  as  hadet,  cfarkent  aH  the  plain^ 
And  silence  reigns  around,  and  horrors 
dire. 

VIII, 

Yet  not  alone  thou   treadst  those  dreary 
climes : 
How  round  thy  corie  the  busy  vermin 
stray  i 
flow  do  they  riot  on  thy  mangled  limbs  f 
Thy  covering  they;  thyself  the  hapless 

prey? 

IX 

(on  of  the  morn,  pride  of  the  Incid  train; 

No  more  shall  nse  again  thy  splendid  star ! 
iiow  art  thou    fallen  whose    unrelenting 
chain 
l>ngg'd  vassal  nations  trembling  at  thy 
car! 


)nce  thou  couId*8t  boast,  Til  scale  the  lofty 

skies , 
And  from  the  mountain  of  God*s  pre- 
sence frown ; 
yn  where  the  bear  in  awful  distance  lies, 
There  will  I  fix  secure  my  stalely  throne. 

XI. 
eneath  my  feet  the  stars  shall  soon  be  prest ; 
Ml  rule  a  (iod,  amidst  the  frozen  pole ; 
'ouch'd   by  my  hand   th'  obedient    earth 

shall  rest ; 
Or  it.  gay  course  in  peaceful  order  roll. 

XII. 
There    now   thy   mighty    works,    proud 

boaster,  where? 
Death'   iron  hand  has  clos'd  thy  wretched 

eyes; 
tath's  iron  hand  has  thrust  thee  down,  and 

there 
In  the  low  pit  the  prostrate  tyrant  lies. 

XIII. 
aply  some  future  traveller  here  may  stray. 
And     view  thy  carcase  on   the  pathless 

shore 
speec  hicss  ^aze ;  but  when,  on  near  survey. 
Thy  we  l-ltauwn  features  lie  shall  ponder 

oer ; 

XIV. 
raieht  he  will  say;  U  this  th'  heroic  m«D  ? 
^Ium^^.s    the   wo><d  ring    wux:l < Is  ,  dread 
m-  icr  here?  ..    ^, 

,  -:  Tour  nijiv'd  foremost  in  hjs  van  ; 

*^^  J     .    .J.J  with   uekiruCiiutt  clos'd  his 


XV. 

The  necks  of  kings,  that  ne? er  knew  to 
yiekL 
Bow'd  to  his  yoke,  and  woff  his  rigorous  ^ 
chain ; 
Asid  while 'ntd«  slaughter .  nvac'd  o'er  -the 
field, 
How  did  he  trainple  over  nations  slain  I 

XVI. 
Princes  and  tyrants,  and  the  powerful  trains 
That  lead  tneir  battles  not  mglorioos  die  ; 
Some    pitying    honours   grace   their 'ilast 
remains. 
And  with  their  sires  in  p«ic^al  state  they 
lie! 

XVIL       .  ^ 

Yet  were  to  thee  the  last  sad  rites  unpaid ; 

The  meaner  boon  of  common  earth  denied; 
Thrust  from  the  chambers  of  the   mighty 
dead, 
J^w  lies  thy  head,  to  vulgar  dust  allied. 

XVIII. 
By  thee  depressed,  thy  wretched  country 

sighd; 
*    By  thee  depressed,  thy  nearer  blood  com- 
plaint ; 
While  all  around  the  captive  nations  cried^ 
*<  Dire  was  the  day  when  fiist  the  tyrant 
reignd." 

XIX. 
Nor  yet  to  thee  shall  vengeance  be  confin'ds 
Thy  guiltless  sons  ahulU  bear  the  fathers 
shame ; 
One  common  ruin  shall  o*er whelm  thy  kind. 
Lest   future  triumphs,  raise  thy  sinking 
name. 

XX 

Thou  haughty  city,  hear  th*  Almighty  swear t 

From    tame*s    unsullied    roll  thou  sooa 

shalt  die ;  . 

Thy  kindred   too,  thine  infamy  shall  share. 

Inglorious  live,  and  soon  forgotten  lie* 

XXI. 
Where  Babylon  now  lifts  her  towering  pride. 
There 'beasts  ^all  howl,  and  lonesome 
birds  complain; 
Her  head  in  ruin  wheUnM  she  soon  shall  hide. 
Shall  soon  appear  one  stagnant  marshy 
pain. 

XXU. 
Hear  Israel's  God  the  dread  decree  relate,    ' 
Au  I  sacred  shall  .'ehovah's  counnel  be  ;     r 
His  thought  is  order,  and  his  woni  is  fata. 
And  stand  an  everlasting  boundary. 

xxra. 

Soon  on  my  mount  1  lift  mine  arm  on  high. 
Headlong  will  hurl  th'  Assyrian  tyrant 
down; 
Eas'd  of  their  yoke,   no  more'  the  statc^ 
shall  si^h; 
£as*d  of  their  yoke,  no  uiorfit  mj  people 
groan. 
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XXIV. 
Icbovah  ipcaks ;  and  what  luperior  power 
Hif  word    once  utur'd,  knows  to  r«ndec  . 
vain? 
He  lifts |ii»  arm  tf-^Whatmoital  may  rtmbre 
The  monarch's  stren^b,  and  Ood*s  nght 
hand  restrain  ? 


Wh«i  the  yoqn^  briodlcdjion  conches  low. 
What  daring  beast  shall   rouse  the  slum- 

b'ringking? 
^oon  would  his  breast  with  wild  resentment 

glow. 
And  the  wi  q  forest  with  'leeprhowltngs  rinff. 
Wjo  blesjks^thee,  himselr  sha.l  blessings  »ee; 
But  ruin  seize  the  wretch,  who  luin  wishes 

thee ! 


BALAAM'S  PROPHECY. 
Numb^s.—Ch AP.  XXIV. 

Imitated  from  Bishop  Louth  de  Sacra 
Poen  Hebrmorum  Praetect,  xx.  By 
Mr.  G.  Dyer. 

Happy,  thrice  happy,  Jacob,  heaven's  de- 
Kght! 
Around  thy  tents  what  various  beauties 
shine! 
^teh  vaie8,fair-openin:g  on  the  ravi$h*d  sight, 
And  gardens,  cheer'd  by  living  brooks, 
are  thine. 

AtOfi^  thy  silver  stfeims  and  peaceful  vales, 
See  beauteous  trees  in  lovely  order  rise ! 

Here  the  soft  balsam  sweetens  vernal  ^ales ! 
There  the  proud  cedar  meets  the  bending 
sides! 

For  thee  each  blojMom .  drops  with  balmy 

Tor  thee  rich  ^streains  the  nursling  fruits 
befriend ;      '     - 
Thy  king  has  bless'd  thy  plains,  and  curs'd 
th^  foes. 
And  still  will  curse  thy  foes,  thy  plains 
extend. 

On  Nile's  prood  banks  thy  God  his  power 
dispiay'd, 
And-  brought  thee  conqirrbr  from  thy 
htimbled  foe ; 
Erect  with  manly  zeal,  and  heavenly  aid. 
With  geii'rotts  pride  bow  did  thy  bosom 
glow! 

Thus  have  I  seen  across  some  distant  hill. 

W?th  flying  feet  the  mountain  oryx  glide; 
W«mtunand  free  heMov'd  al  larf^c.  and  still 
/       His  tow'rin^  burns  he  wav'd  with  ci  u- 
scious  inide.. 

Soon  shall  thy  fees  their  barb'rous  schemes 
deplore; 
^uoh  their  vile  corses  round  thy  tents  be 

Snatter'd  their  spears  shall  lie,  and  wound 
no  more; 
No  more^nfest    thy  tfcnts,  and  fill  thy 
plains  with  dead. 


Bnrnwg  of  an  Itindoo   Woman. 


Mr.  Robtrt  Soutbeys  Cune  tf  ILihuma, 

[Woe  !  wpe  !  Ne^lliny 

The  youi^  Ncallinyl 

They  strip  her  on.anients  away. 

Bracelet    and  c^iklet,  ring,  and  chain, 

and  zone; 
Around  lies  i>fck  they  le^ve 
The  marriage  knot  alone,—- 
Thar  m-irriage  band,  which  when 
\oii  waning  moon  was  yoling, 
Arouud  her  virgin  necl^ 
With  ivridal  joy  was  hung. 
Then  with  white  flowers,  the  coronal  of 
death. 
Her  jetty  'ocks  they  crown. 
O  sight  of  misery  ! 
You   cannot   hear   her    cries— -all    other 

sound  .    . 

In  that  wild  di$»sonance  is  drown*d  ;— 
B«it  in  her  face  you  see 
The,su|>plicrftion  and  the  agony,— 
See  in  her  swelling  throat  the  desperate 
strength, 
Tlukt  with  vain  e(h>rt  strugj^lcs  ve^  for 
life;  [strife, 

Her  arms  contracted   now  in  fruitless 
Now  wildly  at  full  length 

I'owa^ls  the  crowd  in  vain  for  pity 

spread, — 
They  force  heron,  they  bind  her  to  the 
dead. 

Then  all  arpund  retire; 
Circling  the  pi.e,  the  ministVing  Bramins 
stand. 
Each  lifting  in  hisiiand  a  torch  on  f)i«. 
Alone  the  father  of  the  dead  advance^ 
And  lit  the  funeiral  pyre. 

At  once  on  every  side 

The  circling  torclici*  drop  t 

At  once  on  every  »»de 

The  fragrant  oil  is. pour *d: 

At  once  on  every  fide 

The  rapid  flanies  rush  up. 

I'ben  hand  in  hand  the  victim  band 

Roll  in   the    dance  arouixi   the   funeral 

'  pyf*; 

Their  gaiments  flyiai;  folds 
Float  inward  to  the  fire. 
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In  drunken  tvliirl  they  wheel  around ; 

One  drops, — another  plunges  in ; 

And  still  with  overwhelming  din. 
The  tamhours  and  the  trumpets  sound ; 
And  clap  of  hand,  and  shouts,  and  rries, 
Ttom  all  the  multitude  arise ; 
While  round  and  round,  in  giddy  wheel > 

Intoxicate  they  roll    nd  reel, 

Till  one  hy  one  whirled  in  they  fall, 
And    the  devouring  flames   have  swat* 
'  lowM  all. 


TO  THE  SUN. 

FROM 
THB   HYMNS  OF   PROCLtTS, 

Translated  by  Mr,  Tb§mas  Tayhr, 

Heae,  golden  Titan,  whose  eternal  eye. 
With  broad  survey  illumines  all  the  sky: 
Self-born,  unwearied  in  difFusinj;  light, 
And  to  alt  eyes  the  mirror  of  delight : 
Lord  of  the  seasons,  with  thy  fiery  car,     5 
And  leaping  coursers,  beaming  light  from  fart 
With  thy  right  hand*  the  source  of  morning. 

light, 
And  with  thy  left  the  father  of  the  night. 
Aeiie  and  vig*rous,  venerable  Sun, 
Fiery  and  bright   around  the   heavens  you 
run;  10 

Foe  to  the  wicked^  but  the  good  manS  guide, 
0*er  all  his  steps  propitious  yon  preaide : 
With  various  sounding,  golden  lyre,  'tis  thine 
To  fill  the  world  with#iarmony  divine. 
Father  of  aj^es,  guide  of  prospVoos  deeds,    1 5 
The  world's  conunander,   borne  by  lucid 

steeds, 
Immorul  Jove,  all-searching, faring  light. 
Source  of  existence,  pure  and  fiery  uright : 
Bearer  of  fhiit.  Almighty  lord  of  years, 
Agil   and  warm,  whom    every  power  re- 
veres; 20 
Great  eye  of  nature  and  the  starry  skies, 
Doom'd  with  immortal  flames  to  set  and  riset 
Dispensing  justice,  lover  of  the  stream. 
The    world's  great    despot,    and  o*er   all 
supreme. 


Faithful  defender,  and  the  eye  of  right,    25 
Of  steeds  the  ruler;  and  of  life  the  light : 
With  sounding  whip  four  fiery  steeds  you 

When  in  the  car  of  day  you  glorious  nde. 
Propitious  on  these  mystic  labours  shine, .  ^ 
And   bless   thy  suppliants  with  a  life  di- 
vine. '  SO 


SAIF  ADDAULET, 

SuUan  of  Aleppo, 

TO 

HIS  FAVOURITE  MISTRESS.X 

I  saw  their  jealous  eye-bails  roll, 

I  saw  them  mark  ea«.h  e^lance  of  jnine^ 
!  saw  thy  terrors,  and  my  soul 

Shar'd  ev'ry  pang  that  tortur'd  thine* 
In  vain  to  wean  my  constant  heart, 

Or  quench  my  glowing  flame,  they  stroTC ; 
Each  deep-laid  scheme,  each  envious  art. 

But  wak*d  my  fears  for  her  1  love. 
Twas  this  compelled  th  stern  decree 

That  forced  thee  to  those  distant  towert, 
And  left  me  nought  but  love  for  thee,     - 

To  cheer  my  solitary  hours. 
Yet  let  not  AWa  sihk  deprest^  ' 

Nor  separation^  pangs  deplore  \ 
We  meet  not— 'titf.to  meet  fnore  blest ; 

Wfe  parted— 'tis  to  part  do  more. 


ON  LOVE  OF  PLEASURE. 

TreauUtedfrom  Hafe%,%^ 

By  Mr.  G*  DYER. 

Swett  are  the  meads;  the  social  friend  it 

sweet ; 

May  then  the  rose's  season,  lovely  May, 

Propitious  prove !  for  I  would  still  be  gay 

With  wine's  true  lovers,  and,  as  virtuouf, 

greet 


•  Ver.  7.1  With  th  right  hand,  Ac.  Proclus  in  lib.  vi.  Theol.  Pitt.  p.  S80,  says,  that 
those  who  are  skilled  in  divine  concerns,  attribute  two  hands  to  the  sun ;  denominating  one 
the  right  hand,  the  other  the  left. 

t  Ver.  17  ]  Immcrta/  Jree.  According  to  the  Orphic  and  Platonic  philosophers,  the  tun 
it  the  tame  iu  the  sensible,  as  Apollo  in  the  intelleaual  world.  i     u    -d 

The  worship  of  the  sun  was  the  ground  of  the  fire  worship  so  prevalent  in  the  East, 
concemingwhich.seeMr.  Bryant's  Analysis  of  Ancient  Mythology;  and  Mr.  lyiauncet 
Ode  to  Mythra,  in  hit  Indian  antiquities.  The  emperor  Julian  also,  who  was  a  disciple  of 
the  same  philosophy,  has  an  add«-est  to  the  sovereign  sun. 

\  These  lines  are  taken  from  Carlyle's  specimens,  who  thus  accounts  for  the  occasion  of 
them  ;  ♦<  The  Sultan  having  conceived  a  passion  for  the  princess  of  the  blood  royal,  gavt 
tuch  public  marks  of  the  preference  he  entertained  for  her,  that  the  ladies  of  the  hareni 
took  alarm,  and  resolved  to  rid  themselves  of  the  object  of  their  jealousy,  by  meant  of 
Boison.  Saif  Addaulet  obtained  intelligence  of  their  design,  and  determined  to  prevent  4t 
6y  transporting  the  princess  to  a  castle  at  some  distance  from  Aleppo— while  the  remained 
in  tolitude  the  following  vertet  were  addres&ed  to  her.**  -  ^ 

5  Hafez  is  considered  as  the  most  elegant  of  the  Persian  poets,  and  hat  been  compu-e 
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MornWt titeet^rciath ;  and,  tho*  the  rate  so  For  from  the  iily*s  upright  bead  I  letfm 

neet  To  rite  with  honest  joy,  duteous  to  hcar^ 

Hastens  to  deatb,  and  tho' thenighting:ale  Pleasure's  high  call :  burn  Hafez,  Nafet 

Is  hush'd,    still     other    warblers    wall  burn. 

prerail.  With  love  of  pleasure;  but  let  woridGngs 

Jknd  other  flow*rs  shall  wanton  near  my  feet.  know, 

Yts  I  all  a  love-lorn  waiider«r*t  path  shall  Their  pleasuret  are  not  thine,  nor  can  the 

Hkttri  world  btsiow. 


have  defended  htm  on  the  ground  of  that  double  seme,  of  which  the  Eastern  poetry  ii 
•ften  susceptible.  Sir  William  Jones  notices  more  particularly  Hafez's  poetry  as  cspah'j 
•f  this  occult  meaning,  (See  Jones  Poes,  Asiat.  Comment ;  Part  2d,  cap.  x.)  and  m^ 
writers  interpret  the  Song  of  Solomon  according  to  a  twofold  sense,  one  literal,  the  otho 
allegorical.  • 

A  full  account  of  Hafez's  poetry  may  be  seen  in  Sir  W.  Jones's  Poes.  Asiat.  Comment 
IMr.  Scott  Waring,  in  his  tour  to  Sheeraz,  speaks  of  it  as  follows : — 

<*  The  poetry  of  Hafez  is  quite  singular;  it  bears  little  affinity  to  the  productions  of  hii 
predecessors.  The  Ghuzls,  of  Sadee,  are  forced  and  constrained ;  those  of  Hafez  aimpk 
mnd  unalFected.  There  is  m  wildness,  and  often  a  sublimity  in  Hafez,  which  is  not  t«  he 
,  met  with  in  any  other  Persian  poet.  The  suddenness  of  his  transitions  from  the  theme 
•f  love  and  vrine,  to  reflections  upon  the  instability  of  all  human  enjoyments,  ar«  eztrtsidi 
%eatttiful,  and  ia  this  particulaf  greatly  reitmbie  many  of  the  odes  of  Horace." 
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Voyages  and  Travels  to  India,  Ceylon,  the  Red  Sea,  Aj^yssinia, 
and  Egypt,  in  tlie  Years  1802,  1803,  1804,  1805,  and  1 806.  By 
George,  Viscount  Valbntia. 


Though,  perhaps,  these  splendid  vo- 
lumes of  voyages  and  travels  may 
not  answer  some  people's  expectations, 
in  various  matters  of  literature  and  taste, 
and  may  appear  to  others  defective,  if 
perused  merely  for  amusement,  yet 
they  possess  considerable  importance. 
They  traverse  a  great  extent  of  sea  and 
country,  part  of  which  has  been  little 
explored  before.  If  they  do  not  abound 
with  the  literary  discoveries,  or  literary 
embellishmerits,  of  which  some  may 
tbiiik  the  subject  admits,  we  oeed  only 
suppose,  and  without  meaning  any 
degradation,  that  Lord  Valentia  is  not 
a  Sir  William  Jones;  and  candidly 
admit,  that  what  would  seem  in  place 
as  learned  disbertaiionsin  Asiatic  resear- 
ches, might  appear  as  an  incumbrance 
in  a  nobleman's  journal.  Still  they 
present  us  ^ilh  much  useful,  practical 
observation  :  and  though  in  some  mat- 
ters of  mere  form  and  etiquette,  thrre 
is  often  too  much  parade  and  egotism, 
still  the  manners  and  costume  of  a 
country  should  not  be  overlooked  by  a 
traveller,  and  a  little  trifling  may  be 
endured  in  a  noble  lord.  The  first 
volume  is  confined  to  India  :  we  shall 
present  our  readers  with  a  summary  of 
its  contents. 

The  first  chapter  describes  Lord 
Valentia's  arrival  at  Madeira,  and  gives 
an  account  of  the  island,  its  plants, 
trade,  &c.  The  author  passes  the  line, 
arrives  at  St.  Helena's,  and  describes  his 
tour  up  the  country ;  the  Isle  of  St. 
Paul,  Nicobar  Islands,  and  his  arrival 
in  the  Hoogly  River.  Being  strongly 
impressed  with  a  conviction  of  the 
importance  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  as  a  settlement  to  Great  Bri- 
tain>  as  indeed  every  one  must,  he 
•xpresiet  himself  accordinjgly,    with 


some  force,  on  the  subject.  We  shall 
make  a  short  extract  from  this  part, 
relating  to  the  treatment  of  the  Hot- 
tentots, and  to  the  importance  of  the 
Cape,  as  a  naval  station,  to  this  coun- 
tr}'. 

"  Of  the  Hottentots  the  inhabi- 
tants are  almost  equally  afiraid.  This 
inoflFensive  race,  who  formerly  were 
only  mentioned  as  sunk  in  sloth, 
drunkenness,  aud  bestiality,  have  been 
brought  forward,  since  the  British  pos- 
sessed the  colony,  in  a  new  and  very 
different  point  of  view.  A  large  num- 
ber of  them  have  been  embodied^and 
taught  European  tactics,*  in  conse- 
quence of  which  it  has  been  discovered 
that  they  are  intelligent,  active,  faith- 
ful, and  brave  ;  and  that  their  former 
vices  were  owing  to  the  Dutch,  who, 
taking  advantage  of  the  inclination 
which  all  uncivilized  naticns  have  for 
spirits,  had  destroyed  their  strength 
by  encouraging  intoxication,  and  thei) 
degraded  their  minds  by  the  most  ab- 
ject slavery.  ,  The  cruelties  exercised 
by  the  boors  on  these  defenceless 
beings  exceed  all  credibility.  Briga- 
dier General  Vandeleur  assured  me, 
that  he  had  himsalf  pushed  aside  the 
musquet  of  a  boor,  wl)en  in  the  act 
of  levelling  it  at  a  Hottentot  j  at 
which  the  montvter  was  extremely  in- 
dignant, and,  after  much  reproach, 
finished  by  asking  him,  whether  hd 
meant  also  to  prevent  bis  shooting  his 
slaves  ?  It  is  astonishing  that  the  Hot- 
tentots have  so  long  submitted  to  the 
tyranny  of  their  masters;  and  one 
cannot  be  surprised  that  the  latter 
now^feel  alarmed,  when  a  large  body^ 
of  the  former  are  Well  disciplined,  and 
have  arms  in  their  hands.  Yet,  from, 
all  I  have  learned  of  the  geotleneM  •£ 
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the  Hottentot  character^  I  believe  that 
their  fears  are  groundless,  and  that  they 
will  receive  no  injury,  unless  they  be- 
become  the  aggressors.  If,  indeed, 
the  British  should  attack  the  Cape 
again,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Hot- 
tentot corps  would  be  rejoiced  to  join 
a  nation,  to  whom  they  are  indebted 
for  their  liberation.  The  designs  of 
the  extraordinary  man  who  rules  over 
France,  and  who  seems  to  place  no 
bounds  to  his  ambition  but  the  empire 
of  the  world,  in  my  opinion,  render 
the  Cape  of  particular  importance. 
Whether  it  may  be  his  object  first  to 
attack  the  British  power  in  India,  or 
to  secure  the  Spanish  possessions  in  * 
South  Aoierica,  the  Cape  will  l)ecome 
an  important  position  for  the  attain- 
xnent  of  either.  He  can  there,  during 
ptace,  collect,  by  small  degrees,  a 
force  that  may  at  the  commencement, 
or  evw  before  a  declaration  of  war, 
fall  with  an  irresistible  force  on  his 
unsuspecting  prey.  The  salubrity  of 
the  air  will  season  his  soldiers,  and 
enable  them  to  bear  the  heat  of  a  do- 
pical  climate;  and  until  they  shal  be 
wanted,  they  may  be  maintained  at  a 
much  smaller  expeube  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world.'* 

While  Lord  Valentia*B  work  was 
going  through  the  press,  in  1808,  he 
had  the  satisfaction  ot  knowing  that 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  again  in 
possession  of  Great  Britain ;  and  he 
iubjoins  some  very  appropriate  re- 
marks; among  other  things  he  observes, 
**  that  the  insatiable  ambition  of  Buo- 
naparte, and  his  rooted  antipathy  to 
this  country  have,  at  length,  closed  the 
whole  continent  against  us,  and  neces- 
aarily  obliged  us  to  seek,  in  other 
places,  \^hat  we  used  to  proi^ure  from 
it.  Of  th^se  the  most  importajit  are 
grain  and  wine.  The  Cape  would 
Fully  supply  both,  if  the  necessary 
measures  were  adopted,  by  the  govern- 
ment. A  finer  country  for  the  pro- 
duction of  grain  does  not  exist,  and  a 
amali  part  only  is  yet  in  cultivation.** 

[n  chapter  the  Second,  we  arrive  at 
Calcutta,  and  lord  Valentia,  after  a 
fete  fjvfeo  by  the  governor-general, 
visits  jBarrackpore,  lord  Wcllcslc>'8 
C9antxy-seaC»  He  leaves  Calcutta,  passes 


by  Hoogly,  Buckampore,  Jungapore, 
Bbaughulpore,  Monghyr,  Patna,  and 
arrives  at  the  sacred  city  of  Benares  ; 
visits  the  princes  and  the  rajab,  and 
gives  an  account  of  Benares  j  leaves 
Benares,  and  arrives  at  Juanpore ;  and 
after  passing  through  ihe  nawaub  vi- 
zier's territories  he  arrives,  at  Luck- 
now. 

In  chapter  the  Third,  we  find  our 
noble  author  residing  at  Lucknow, 
paying  visits  to  princes,  and  receivmg 
visits  from  them,  and  so  on.  In  his 
account  of  his  visit  to  the  nawaub  Vi- 
zier, he  is  more  than  ordinarily  pro- 
lix, and,  some  may  think,  ridiculcusiy 
minute. 

*'  His  excellency  much  amused  roe 
by  the  account  he  gave  of  the  manner 
in  which  my  ariival  was  annonnced  10 
him,  by  the  messenger  whom  he  placed 
purposely  on  the  road  :  '  Lord  Sa- 
heb  ka  bh'anja,  Company  ki  nawasa 
leshrif  laia  ;  ' —  literally  translated, 
'  the  Lord  (Welleslcy)  sisters  son, 
and  the  grandson  of  Mrs.  Company  is 
arrived.*  These  titles  originait^d  from 
a  belief  of  the  Natives,  that  the  l^dia 
Company  is  an  old  worn  ^n,  and  that 
the  governor. generals  are  her  chil- 
dren. As  I  did  nof  hold  that  office, 
and  yet  was  received  with  great,  nay 
almost  equal,  honours,  ibey  probaWy 
conceived  I  stood  in  that  degree  of  re- 
lationship.'* 

Chapter  the  Fourth  speaks  of  lord 
Valentia's  departure  from  Oude,  and 
his  visit  to  the  ruins  of  Canongi ;  bis 
arrival  at  Fulty  Ghur,  an4  his  re^-ep- 
lion  by  the  nawaub  of  Furruckabad  j 
his  visit  to  general  Lake,  while  00  his 
march  to  the  frontier}  his  return  to 
Futiy  Gh\u ;  his  journey  to  Cawnporej 
and  his  vo)age  down  the  Hoogly, 
the  most  >^estern  branch  of  the  river 
Ganges,  to  Calcutta. 

Cliapier  the  Fifth  contains  obser- 
vations on  the  town  of  Calcutta  ;  the 
new  government  house 5  population; 
Uicreased  salubrity  j  stale  of  s<)cietv, 
and  manner  of  living;  together  with 
some  severe  strictufes  on  gaming,  said 
to  be  prevalent  at  Calcutta ;  and  rea^ 
sonings  against  half-cast  thiidren,  the 
increase  of  wh6m  he  considers* a  great 
evil :  he  also  £ives  ao  account  of  tba 
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sapreme  court,  and  of  the  church 
establiihment/  more  particularly  in 
reference  to  its  influence  on  what  falls 
to  the  depariment  of  missionaries  j— 
on  the  conduct  of  the  latter  he  is  very 
severe,  \bi\ich  is  directed,  he  says,  by 
too  much  severity  against  the  religious 
prejudices  x)f  the  Hindoos^  and  excites 
disaffection  to  our  government.  He 
proposes  to  oppose  the  finery  of  one 
religion  by  allurements  to  be  drav^n 
from  another  fine  religion.  '*  The 
splendour  of  episcopal  worship/*  he 
says,  ''  should  be  maintained  in  the 
highest  degf^e  our  church  allows. 
On  the  natives  of  India,  accustomed 
to  ceremonial  pomp,  and  greatly  sway- 
ed by  external  appearances,  it  would 
impress  that  respect  for  our  religion, 
of  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  they  are 
cliiefly,  by  our  neglect  of  it  at  present, 
destitute." 

The  following  is  his  account  of  the 
college  at  Foti  William  ;  a  dark  pic- 
ture, we  confess,  unaccompanied  with 
one  agreeable  tint  of  relief,  with  re- 
gard to  the  present  state  of  things. 

**  Without  entering  into  tiie  nar- 
row spirit  of  mercantile  calculation, 
be  (lord  Welle»ley)  did  not  so  much 
consider  what  the  company  might 
feel  disponed  to  afford,  as  what  it  ought 
to  afford  ;  and  though  he  studiously 
endeavoured  to  avoid  incurring  all  un- 
necessary expense  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  design,  he  was  neverthe- 
less desirous  of  placing  it  on  a  footing 
suitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  empire, 
and  calculated  to  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  occasion. 

**  In  establishing  the  college  at 
Fort  William,  the  marquis  Wellesley 
appears  to  have  had  two  grand  objects 
in  view,  to  watch  over,  and  improve 
the  characters  of  the  junior  civil  ser- 
vants, and  toiiflbrd  them  tharpeculiar 
species  of  education,  which  could 
alone  qualify  them  for  discharging  the 
complicated  duties  of  their  station. 
To  effect  either  of  these  purposes,  it 
became  absolutely  necessary  that  some 
kind  of  controul  should  be  acquired 
over  the  young  men,  which  could  not 
be  more  unexceptionably  and  effectu- 
ally obtained,  than  by  subjecting  them 
to  the  confioement  of  a  public  uisti- 


tution,  and  placing  them  under  the 
guidance  and  authority  of  a  provost, 
and  such  other  ofBcers  as  it  might  be  ' 
judged  expedient  to  appoint.  With- 
out some  powerful  restrictions  of  this 
nature,  it  would  have  proved  totally 
impracticable  to  keep  a  number  of  in- 
considerate young  men  within  the  due 
bounds  of  restraint. 

**  The  inadequacy  of  a  more  limit- 
ed scheme  has  been  unfortunately  ex- 
perienced, from  the  small  portion  of 
lord  Wellesiey^s  plan  s^ll  suffered  to 
exist,  which,  though  certainly  useful 
in  facilitating  the  acquirement  of  the 
native  languages,  is  lamentably  defec- 
tive in  all  those  essential  purposes  it 
was  originally  intended  to  answer  j— 
e8i)eciany  with  regard  to  its  most  impor- 
tant object,  of  preserving  the  young  raeo 
from  the  niany  temptations  and  dangers, 
by  which  they  must  necessarily  be  as- 
sa'led,  on  their  arrival  in  such  a  coun- 
try as  India,  with  no  greater  degree  of  - 
experience  than  usually  falls  to  the  lot 
of  school -boys,  and  in  full  possessioa 
of  a  splendid  income,  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  which  they  are  absolutely  un- 
controlled. 

"  At  the  present  time  there  are  few 
of  these  young  men  who  do  not  keep 
their  horses,  commonly  their  curricles, 
and,  in  many  instances,  their  raOe* 
horses,  which,  together  with  extrava- 
gant parties  and  entertainments  fre- 
quent among  ihero,  generally  involves 
them  in  difficuhies  ana  embarrassments 
at  a  very  early  period  of  their  lives. 
The  enormous  expenses  attendant  upon 
these,  arid  similar  irregularities,  are 
much  too  considerable  to  be  defrayed 
even  by  the  princely  allowance  which 
the  writers  enjoy  from  the  moment  of 
their  arrival  in  India.  To  support  this 
profuse  manner  of  living,  they  are 
compelled  to  borrow  large  sum^,  at  an 
exorbitant  interest,  of  the  dewan,  who 
is  frequently  a  native  of  rank,  and  acts 
as  a  species  of  upper  servant.  These 
roep,  deeply  versed  in  all  the  mazes 
of  oriental  subtilty,  gradually  insinu- 
ate themselves  into  the  favour  of  their 
masters;  and  by  encooraging  their  fol- 
lies, and  artiatly  supplying  the  meaof 
of  dissipation,  insensibly  plunge  them 
in  almost  inextricable  di&culties^  9sd 
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eventually  succeed  in  getting  into  their 
own  hands  the  sole  management  of  the 
writer's  afFjirs. 

"  Whiiq  the  young  man  remains  in 
an  inferior  situation,  ihe  debt  10  the 
dewan  roiitinufs  to  increase,  from  ad- 
diuonal  advances,  and  the  rapid  accu- 
mulation of  interest ;  and  when  the 
bii;l*^r  appointments  at  length  become 
open,  it  tcikes  years  to  clear'  off  the 
embarrassments  incurred  by  early  ex- 
travagance. 

"  it  is  fortunate,  if,  in  the  eager- 
ness to  free  himself  from  his  incum- 
brances, he  be  not  induced  to  connive 
at  the  misconduct  of  the  dewan,  and 
even  to  participate  in  the  i-legal  profits, 
with  which  the  latter  is  ever  rendy  to 
allure  liim;  and,  though  a  large  ma- 
jority of  those  who  arrive  at  the  higher 
sUUons,  pass  through  them  with  un- 
suUieJ  integrity,  perfectly  satisfied 
with  ibe  iilieral  allowances  attached  to 
tbeii  situation,  and  requiring  no  other' 
ijiduceuient  'tjan  tj)ejr  own  sense  of 
rigijt,  to  keep  them  from  every  thing 
approaching  10  dishonour  5  yet  it  is 
neverth^esH  certaiu,  that  some  are 
Still  found  unable  to  resist  the  temp- 
tarion  Whenevei  this  deviation  from 
the  paths  of  rectitude  has  unfortunate- 
ly occurred,  it  has  uniformly  originated 
in  the  misconduct  of  the  young  writer 
Oi»  his  arrival  in  the  country,  and  his 
cpnsequeut  dependence  upou  his  de- 
wan. 

]  •*  The  most  effectual  mode  of  ro- 
inedyuig  this  evil,  is  to  place  "he  young 
m.m  in  a  situation  where  his  cortduct, 
and  expenses,  would  be  subject  to 
the  inspection,  and  control,  of  re- 
spectable persons,  selected  with  judg- 
ment for  I  he  important  office.  Under 
such  circurastaiKes,  the  en^ployment 
of  a  dewan  ought  to  be  pro!)ibiied', 
and  disooedience  rendeied  liable  to 
immediate  detection  and  punishment. 
Had  lord  Wellesley*s  plan  of  a  college 
been  acceJed  to,  this  desirable  end 
.  would  have  been  aiiained,  and  the 
.young  men,  subject  to  the  restrictions 
and  disc'pline  of  such  an  institution, 
would  no  longer  have  met  with  those 
facilities  in  raisnig  money,  with  which 
their  present  siiuatiou  >o  often  presents 


have  been  obliged  to  confhse  their  ex-* 
penditure  to  the  liberal  allowance  of 
the  East  India  company,  till  called 
to  the  higher  appointments  ;  when, 
unincumbered  in  their  affairs,  and 
uncorrupted  in  their  minds,  they  might 
rapidly,  and  honestly,  have  acquired, 
at  an  early  period  of  their  lives,  that 
opulence  which  would  ensure  I  hem 
affluence  atid  comfort  in  their  native 
country.  This  important  object  would 
also  have  been  promoted  by  the  early 
age  at  which  the  writers,  when  sul>- 
ject  (o  collegiate  restrictions,  might 
have  been  sent  to  India  j  they  might 
have  gone  at  the  tender  age  of  fifteen, 
or  even  fourteen  :  and  this  would  have 
enabled  them  to  return  in  the  prime 
of  lite,  with  constitutions  unimpaired, 
and  habits  uncon laminated  by  the  lux- 
uries of  Asia. 

**  In  a  political  point  of  view,  the 
advantages  resulting  from  the  proposed 
fegulaiious  would  have  been  equally 
important,  and  must  considerably  have 
assisted  the  grand  object  of  the  judici- 
ous policy  of  England,  to  prevent  co- 
lonizapon  in  all  her  Eastern  settle- 
ments ;  since  nothing  amid  have  a 
stronger  tendency  to  hinder  the  Euro- 
peans from  establishing  themselves  in 
India,  than  the  prospect  thus  held  out 
to  them  of  speedy  return  to  their  na- 
tive climate,  while  thescenes  of  youth- 
ful days  were  fresh  in  their  remem- 
brance, and  the  ties  of  friendship, 
and  of  kindred,  neither  brokeo  nor 
forgotten.** 

There  may  be  much  justice  in  somt 
of  lord  Valeniia*8  strictures  on  the 
then  state  of  the  college,  and  college 
discipline,  .at  Fort  William,  though 
we  cannot  but  regard  them  as  greatly 
overcharged ;  but  it  seeais  an  unpar- 
donable omission  in  his  lordship,  to 
have  said  irothing  on  the  state  of  lite- 
l-ature  there,  and  the  extraordinary 
progress  which  has  been  made ,  in 
th«  acquisition  of  the  Eastern  lan- 
guages of  late  years,  so  happily  no- 
ticed, in  the  annual  discourses  of  lord 
Minto  to  the  college  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, on  distributing  the  prizes  an4 
honorary  rewards.  But  we  shall  let 
lord  Valentia  proceed.    "  Tlie  great 
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•f  oriental  literature^  and  the  costoms 
and  laws  of  the  Natives  might  be  ac* 
quired    in    India,  compared  with   the 
acquisition  of  similar  attainments  in 
England,   is   too  obvious  to  need  dis- 
cussion ;    and,  considering   it  was  the 
intention   of  lord   Wellesley,    that  all 
the    presidencies  of  our   Eas.em  em- 
pire should    be  equally  benefited  by 
his     establishment,     the     consequent 
charges    ought  not  to  have  created  an 
objection.    These  had  been,  in  a  great 
measure,   already   defrayed,   and   the 
funds,   which   he  proposed  to  appro- 
priate for  that  express  purpose,  were 
fully   competent  to  answer  every  fu- 
ture  demand;  yet  it  appears,  by  the 
ofHcial  documents  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, that   the  dread  of   incurring 
expense  formed  the  chief  and  almost 
sole  reason   for  abolishing  an  institu- 
tion,  which,  it  was  admitted,  would, 
under  other  circumstances,  have  been 
thought  deserving  of  the  most  serious 
consideration. 

His  lordship  then  censures^  with- 
out mercy,  the  college  lately  esta- 
blished at  Hertford,  in  the  following 
terras  :— 

**  Since  the  above  was  written,  a 
coHege  has  been  established  at  Hert- 
ford, on  a  plan  somewhat  similar  to 
that  of  Calcutta,  which  must  be  con- 
sidered as  an  acknowledgment,  that 
the  prmciple  of  marquis  Wellesley 
was  correct ;  and  it  is  a  little  singular 
that,  although  the  exhausted  state  of 
the  company's  finances  was  declared 
to  be  the  immediate  occasion  of  the 
rejection  of  his  lordship's  plan,  much 
heavier  expenses  have  been  incurred 
by  the  present  scheme,  than  would 
have  attended  the  completion  of  the 
former,  without  having  in  any  re- 
>  spect  answered  the  important  objects, 
which  originally  suggested  the  expedi- 
ency of  i4s  ado}>tion.  I'his  failure  is 
by  no  means  to  be  attributed  t()  the 
gentlemen  appointed  to  superintend 
the  college,  many  of  whom  are  men 
of  great  talents  and  kno^v ledge  ;  and 
it  is  only  to  be  regretted, ,  that  their 
exertions  are  not  employed  at  the  place 
where  alone  they  can  be  of  essential 
service — at  Calcutta. 
"  in  England  their  efforts  are  com- 


pletely thrown  away»  as  the  students, 
during  a  few  months  residence  in  India> 
would  gain  a  greater  insight  into  the 
necessary  branches  of  Eastern  litera- 
ture, than  the  study  of  many  years 
in  this  country  could  afford ;  and  with 
respect  to  the  customary  acquiceroeiits 
of  classical  education^  the  pupik  had 
equal  opportunities  of  previously  aN 
taiuing  them  at  any  of  our  public 
schools. 

''  The  school  attached  to  the  col- 
lege is  almost  too  insignificant  to  de» 
serve  mention.  Where  can  masters 
be  procured  qualified  to  teach  the  dif- 
ferent languages  of  the  East  ?  Will 
the  menial  servants  of  gentlemen  re- 
turned firom  India  be  appointed  ?  Can 
such  men  be  supposed  competent  to 
so  important  an  undertaking  ?  If 
not,  where  then  are  masters  to  be 
procured  ?  The  whole  appears  to 
have  been  a  mere  pretext  for  the  el- 
tension  of  patronage,  unleiss^  indeed, 
it  was  intended  as  a  seminary  for  mis- 
sionaries; a  purpose,  it  has  been  pub- 
licly recommended  to  answer,  in  a 
prize  dissertation,  by  the  reverend. 
Hugh  Pearson,  which,  I  am  sony 
to  say,  has  been  ushered  into  the 
world  under  the  sanction  of  the  uni- 
versity of  Oxford. 

,  "  Upon  the  whole,  when  we  com- 
pare the  respective  systems  of  mar- 
quis Wellesley  and  tiie  court  of  dl* 
rectors  ;  when  we  consider  how  much, 
in  all  probability,  would  have  been  ef- 
fected by  the  adoption  of  the  one,  and 
how  very  little  the  establishment  of 
the  other  is  likely  to  produce,  even 
though  attended  with  greater  burdens, 
it  is  impossible  for  an  unprejudiced 
mind  to  avoid  a  suspicion,  that  no 
small  proportion  of  jealousy  of  his 
lordship's  administration,  was  combi- 
ned with  the  dread  •  of  incurring  ex- 
pense on  the  part  of  the  directors.'* 

After  various  disappointments,  and 
changes  of  plan,  lord  Valentia  takes 
his  passage  (Chapter  the  Sixth)  in  the 
Olive,  going  with  rice  for  Columbo, 
in  the  island  of  Ceylon,  of  which  ha 
gives  an  account,  not  very  minute, 
nor  so  interesting  as  might  have  beeii 
expected.  He  describes  vegetation  as 
iu&utely  more  luxuriant  here  than  \m 
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Bengal,  and  as  forming  a  rich  field 
for  tlie  study  of  Botany,  apparently 
his  lordsmp'siavourVte  study.  He  has 
been  guilty  of  a  strange  omission,  in^ 
this  pari,  in  not  noticing  the  pearl 
fishery. 

The  prominent  parts  of  this  chap- 
ter are  the  Description  of  the  Pbliti- 
cal  Slate  of  Ceylon,  with  respect  to 
Europeans  j — of  the  Negotiations  with 
the  chief  Adlgar,  for  the  purpose  d{ 
dethroning  the  king  of  Candy  j — of  the 
massacre  of  the  English  j — of  the  casts 
of  (he  Cingalese  Malabars; — of  the  de- 
fects and  abuses  in  various  departments 
under  the  Dutch  government :  but 
what  characterize  it  most  of  all,  are 
the  high  eulogiums  passed  on  the  ad- 
minisirarion  of  Mr.  North. 

Lord  Valentia,  having  received  a 
letter  from  the  governor  of  Bombay, 
(Chapter:  the  Seventh)  informing  him, 
that,  in  consequence  of  letters  from 
lord  Wellesley,  one  of  the  company's 
cruizrrs  would  be  there  early  In  Fe- 
bruary, to  convey  him  to  the  Red  Sea, 
makes  his  way  to  Negumbo,  sails 
thence  to  Manaar,  ihence  to  Rartii- 
seram,  in  ord«*r  to  proceed  to  Madras. 
In  his  way  he  visits  Panbaw,  Ramnad, 
arrives  at  Tanjore,  and  gives  an  his- 
tory of  the  rajab*8  family,  of  his 
elevation  to  the  musnud,  and  a  de- 
aci'iption  of  his  palace.  As  his  lord- 
ship is  the  hrst  Engli?>h  nobleman, 
according  to  his  account,  that  ever 
visited  Tanjore,  a  great  deai  of  eti- 
quette passes  between  him  and  the 
rajah,  Siffagee,  of  whom  a  minute 
history  is  given. 

Our  author  obsenes  here,,  that  the 
Hindoo  religion  preserves  no  where 
so  much  power  and  splendour  as  on 
the  coast  of  Coroinandel  (on  which 
Tanjore  lies.)  As  the  Mussel  man 
conquests  were  never  permanent  here, 
their  places  of  worship  continue  in 
their  original  state,  and  their  vast  en- 
dowments were  untouched.  In  al- 
most every  village  there  is  a  pagoda  : 
and  the  descripiion  of  one  of  these 
pagoda^  forms  the  principal  feature 
of  this  chapter  j  for^  of  the  seven  pagor 
d^s  accurately  described  in  the  Asiatic 
Researches,  he  thinks  it  untieces^ary 
to  treat.    Bat  the  celebrated  pagoda 


within  the  small  fort  here  is  the  fiaett 
specimen  of  the  pyramidal  temple  in 
India,  or  which  a  drawing  has  beeo 
made  by  Mr.  Daaiel,  (lord  Vaieiuia 
adds)  with  some  little  embellishmems. 
Indeed,  this  pagoda  is  said  to  be  one  of 
the  finest  specimens  of  the  arts,  in  ge- 
neral, in  India  ;  and  the  rajah  accor- 
dingly bad  a  drawing  made  for  our 
traveller,  by  a  country  draftsman  of 
great  merit. 

In  other  parts  of  this  volume,  lord 
Valentia  has  spoken  severely  on  the 
conduct  of  the  missionaries  ;  but  here, 
from  contemplating  those  sacred  bnild- 
itigs  of  the  Hindoos,  he  is  led  to  make 
a  very  favourable  report  of  the  gentle* 
men  of  the  Danish  mission,  whose 
schools  were  not  only  allowed  by  the 
rajah,  but  one,  formeriy  under  the  pro* 
tect ion  of  his  Old  tutor,  was  continued 
at  his  highness's  own  expense.  Our 
author  afterwards  visits,  and  describes, 
Pondicherry,  and  other  places  in  stic- 
cesbion  on  the  Coromandel  coast, 
in  his  way  to  Madras.  He  observes,  ii\ 
closing,  relative  to  this  capital  of  the 
Carnatic,  •*  that  it  would  probably 
have  been  'ditiicuk  to  find  a  worse 
place  for  a  capital,  than  that  chosen  kt 
it,  on  the  extreme  point  of  a  coast 
where  the  current  is  noost  rapid,  aiKl 
where  a  tremendous  surf  breaks,  even 
in  the  finest  weather  5  yet,  however 
incbiivenient  it  may  be,  particularly 
now  that  the  whole  peninsula  belongs 
to  us,  the  expense  of  removal  wouki 
be  so  groat,  that  no  alteraiioo  will 
probably  take  place.  It  ha*  been 
asserted,  that  a  pier  might  be  carried 
out  sutficiently  strong  to  resist  the 
force  of  the  north-east  monsoon  ;  aod 
a  person  was  sent  by  the  India  com* 
pany  to  examine  into  the  ^  state  of  tbc 
beach,  and  make  a  report :  he  conskler- 
ed  it  practicable,  but  that  the  expense 
would  probably  be  very  great.  The 
directors  offered  only  to  take  a  few 
shares  ;  and  it  was  not  the  interest  of 
private  individuals  to  hazard  large 
sums  on  an  uncertain  speculation.*' 

Chapter  Eighth.  Lord  Valentia  leaves 
Madras,  and  proceeds  to  Conjevonn, 
Wallajapettah,  and  ihence  to  Velkjre, 
He  is  accompanied  by  Major  Maniot, 
who  had  the  care  of  Tippoo's  family^ 


ACCOUNT  OK.  BOOKS. 


489 


to  visit  the  palace,  or  pagoda,  that  is 
now  converted  into  a  raagaifcine  j  he 
describe-*  this  building,  amoni;  the 
carving-*  of  which  he  noiices,  more  par- 
ticularly, the  diftcrenr  adventures  of 
Crisiina  with  the  Gopis,  and  the.  re- 
markable tradition  of  his  treading  on 
the  serpent's  head. 

This  fort,  being  one  of  the  strongest 
in  India,  was  chosen  for  the  prison  of 
Tippoo  SuUaun's  family.  The  archi- 
tecture of  it  l)ears  some  resemblance 
to  our  old  baronical  castles  in  England  : 
and  ihe  description  here  given  of  it  is 
principally  in  reference  to  it  as  the 
residence  of  the  lamily  oflippoo. 

Lord  Yaleniia  being  in  a  hurry  to 
Tisit  Mangalore,  does  not  pay  a  per- 
sonal visit  10  Tippoo  s  sons,  but  from 
Major  Marriot,  he  received  every  infor- 
mation that  be  was  desirous  of  ob- 
taining. They  occupied  the  ancient 
palace  of  the  fort,  to  which,  previously 
to  their  arrival,  lar^e  adduions  were 
made.  The  public  apartiiumts  com- 
mon to  them  all,  are  hanubOmc,  but  each 
also  has  an  inward  apartment,  ap- 
propriated to  himself.  Ihey  are  treat- 
ed with  attention  and  respect,  and  no 
indulgence  is  denied  them  that  is  con- 
listent  with  the  safe  custody  of  their 
persons. 

Tippoo  had  in  all  twelve  sons  and 
eight  daughters ;  and  Fully  Hyder,  the 
eldest,  but  illegitimate  son,  had  12  or  14 
children.  He  and  his  three  eldest 
brothers  have  50,000  rupees  a  piece 
per  annum,  which  we  are  told  was  a 
larger  sum  than  he  recieved  in  his 
father's  lite-time.  The  other  sons  have 
25,000  rupees  per  aiinurh,  which  they 
are  to  recieve  when  they  come  to 
age.  Of  the  daughters  of  the  Sultaun 
I^rd  V.  remarks, — ''  I  pity  most  the 
young  females,  many  of  whom  were 
betrothed  before  the  death  of  their 
father,  but  have  not  yet  been  permitted 
/to  go  to  their  husbands.  li  may  be 
dangerous  to  extend  the  alliance  of  a 
family,  which  has  always  been  looked 
up  to  as  the  head  of  the  Mussulman 
religion  in  the  east.  In  the  year  1806, 
these  young  tigers,  (as  Lord  V.  calls 
the  sons  of  Tippoo,)  broke  loose,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they 
were   implicated^    more    particularly 


Moaz-LM-Deen,  in  that  conspiracy 
which  ended  in  a  dreadful  massacre. 
The  male  part,  therefore,  of  Tippoo's 
family  has  been  since  removed  to  Cal- 
entta." 

From  Vellore,  Lord  V.  passes  to  the 
Gaut ,  Nakeneray  ,  Britamungalura  , 
Oolcundapetta  Colar,  Bangalore,  and 
arrives  at  Seringapatam,  in  which, 
Tippoo  Sultaun  resided ;  and  in  which 
he  was  at  last  conquered  and  slain. 
His  lordship  next  pourtrays  the  cha- 
racter of  the  suhaun,  and  contrasts  it 
with  that  of  his  father's  predecessor. 

The  description  of  Seringapatam,  of 
the  personal  conduct,  character,  and 
defeat  of  Tippoo,  together  with  the  cir- 
cumstances that  have  attended  the 
change  of  government,  is  not  so  par- 
ticular, nor  so  much  calculated  to  gra- 
tify curiosity,  as  might  have  been  expect- 
ed on  subjects  so  truly  interesting  to 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  India, 
and  so  fresh  in  their  memories.  The 
description  of  Seringapatam  is  chiefly 
interesting  in  a  military  point  of 
view.  With  respect  to  Tippoo,  Lord 
V.  remarks,  "  It  is  still  unknown 
who  gave  the  fatal  wound  to  the 
Sultaun :  the  invaluable  string  of  pearls, 
which  he  wore  round  bis  neck,  was  the 
prize  of  the  soldier,  but  it  has  never 
been  produced,  or  traced.  He  had  been 
many  years  collecting  this ;  always 
taking  otF  an  inferior  pearl,  when  he 
could  purchase  one  of  more  value.** 

Therein  little  tooofliterary  or  political 
information  j  but  the  following  short 
account,  as  it  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  me- 
dical knowledge  of  the  Mussulmans, 
we  shall  lay  before  our  readers. 
*•  Many  of  my  friends  joined  me  at  an 
early  dinner  in  the  palace,  among 
others  Dr  While,  of  the  medical  staff, 
of  whom  I  made  some  enquiries  re- 
specting the  medical  practice  of  the 
natives.  He  assured  roe,  that  their  ig- 
norance was  extreme  5  that  they  used 
some  of  the  mineral  remedies,  particu/ 
larly  calomel;  but  that  they  ad  ministered 
it  in  such  strong  doses  as  frequently  to 
prove  more  destructive  than  the  disease 
It  was  meant  to  eradicate.  An  usual 
emetic  is  composed  by  suspending  a 
small  copper  coin  in  acid,  till  the  so- 
lution has.  taken  place  sufficiently  \ 
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operate ;  but  their  temerity  is  some- 
times punished  by  death,  from  the 
strength  of  the  dose.  Starvation  is 
anotl)er  prescription  for  all  diseases. 
Purneah's  daughter  perished  by  it  not 
long  before  my  arrival.  The  fever 
was  conquered,  but  the  patient  was  so 
weak  that  she  sunk  under  it.  A  medi- 
cine is  considered  as  increasing  in 
its  value,  according  to  the  number  of 
ingredients  it  contains,  which  Irequently 
amount  to  fifty,  when  it  is  infallible. 
In  Canara^  I  am  told,  the  Toddy- 
drawers  are  the  physicians;  they  can- 
not be  worse  than  their  brethren  of 
Mysore.  Dr.  White  assured  me,  that 
he  had  seen  the  volatile  used  in  above 
100  instances  for  the  cure  of  the  bile 
of  ^isonous  serpents,  and  always  with 
success. 

There  are  several  appendixes  to  this 
work  ;  one  coiitains  an  account  of  the 
population  of  Benares  in  ISOlj  ano- 
ther is  a  letter  from  Seyd  Ally  Khan, 
Shemo  ud  Dowlah,  Amir  ul  Rulk, 
Zuliucar  Jung  Behadar^  to  Zumcnum 
Shab.  Another  contains  an  account 
of  stones,  that  fell  from  the  sky  on  the 
20lh  of  December,  I799,  related  by 
Cauzy  Syod  Hussein  Ally  J  a5ih,ashurt 
account  of  the  origin  and  purposes  of 
the  reli£;iou8  buildings  in  Hindostan, 
called  Xaiaum  Baurah.  A  Cih,  the  his- 
tory of  a  singula/  personage,  called  the 
saint  of  Muckenpere.  7th,  a  treaty 
oAered  to  the  Candian  court,  by 
General  Macdowall.  8(h,  articles  of 
convention  entered  into  between  his 
highness  Prince  Mootoo  Saunjy,  and 
his  excellency  Frederic  North,  gover- 
nor of  the  British  settlements  in  the 
island  of  Ceylon.  9th,  someaccooiit 
of  the  Cingalese  casts,  part  of  which» 
as  being  curious,  we  shall  lay  belure 
our  readers. 

"  The  epoch  in  v/hii  h  we  now  are  is 
called ; he Mahabati re  C^ijp:>ya,  previous 
to  which  there  had  been  coiii.un)ed  by 
file,  a  thousand  millioiis  of  millions  of 
hrfchrals,  or  worlds.  Two  only  remain- 
ed, the  world  pf  Brachma,  in  the  high- 
lit region,  and  the  world  of  winds  in 
the  lowest.  All  living  creatures  hav« 
ing  been  destroyed  with  the  sachrals 
that  were  consumed,  they  were  rege- 
nerated in  the  uppermost  region,  and 


became  Brachmas,  without  any  div- 
tinction  of  cast.  Some  of  their  Brach- 
mas returrxfd  to  the  sachrals  they  ba  I 
formerly  inhabited,  on  their  being  re-  ' 
produced  5  but  from  avarice  degenera- 
ted to  such  a  degree  that  they  began 
to  steal.  Upon  this  quarrels  arose 
among  them,  and  there  being  no  chief 
to  decide  their  disputes,  their  wise 
men  reflected  that  the  world  would 
not  be  in  a  proper  state  without  some 
kind  of  government.  Upon  this  they 
met  and  selected  from  among  them  ^ 
person  renowned  for  wisdom,  whom 
they  appointed  to  be  their  king,  saying 
to  him,  "  thou  art  our  king;  we  will 
give  to  thee  one-tenth  part  of  the  sub- 
stance we  may  acquire  ;  be  thou  a 
judge  and  a  ruler  over  us.**  This  king 
was  called  Maha  Samata,  a  compound 
word,  which  signifies  a  great  assembly, 
to  indicate  that  he  had  been  chosen  by 
the  Consent  of  many  people.  This 
king,  after  his  elecrion,  proceeded  lo 
divide  his  subjects  into  tlie  following 
cast?*,  namely, — 

Rajah  wansaya,  the  king*s  cast, 
which  from  that  time  became  the  chief 
rulers  of  the  earth. 

Brahmana  wansaya,  the  cast  of 
Brahmins,  skilled  in  science. 

Wanija  vvinsaya,  the  merchants* 
cast. 

Gowi  wansaya,  the  cast  of  Cowis,  to 
cultivate  the  ground . 

This  last  is  the  cast  known  in  Ceylon 
by  the  name  of  Vellal.  which  however 
is  not  a  Cingalese  word.  These  Gowis, 
or  Vellals.  areof  the  highest  cast  on  the 
island,  there  being  none  of  the  three 
superior  ca5ts>  except  the  King  of 
Candy,  w  ho  is  of  the  first." 

liie  above  are  the  four  superior 
ca^ts  ;  and  there  are  a  great  variety  of 
tajits,  settled  for  the  purpose  of  being 
servants  to  these ;  such  as,  dundu- 
wadnyo,  wood  carpenters  j  wiyanno, 
weavers  5  radudha,  washermen  ;  aym- 
bayttage,  barbeis ;  hannali,  tailors ; 
and  a  variety  of  others,  down  to 
dasayo,  slaves,  and'  chandalayo,  ser- 
vants, who  strip  the  skins  from  the 
beasts,  to  make  thongs  for  the  king, 
and  veddo,  a  cast,  who  live  wild  in 
the  woods,  and  kill  wild  beasts.  There 
is  another  division  of  casts  made  by 
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Vidjia  Rajab^  tbe  first  king  of  Lakdiva, 
or  Ceylon,  which  is  set  tbrth  in  a  book 
written  ,  by     himself,     called  Nitijab. 
This  division    is  more  condescending 
still,   taken   in    Pedaynadan,  person^, 
who   make  offerings  to  devils  ;  audi, 
beggars,   by  cast  5  horn,  thieves.  The 
different    pretensions  of  these  classes, 
even  of  the  lowest  order,  are  very  seri- 
ously urged  and  supported.      Thus  the 
class  of  cinnamon  pealers  now  disputes 
rank  with  the  fishermen  5  for  the  im- 
portance of  peeling  cinnamon  has,  from 
its  vaidc    to  Europeans,  lately    given 
them  an  ascendency,  which  excites  tbe 
jealousy  of  oiher  casts,  less  useful,  and 
therefore  less  dignified. 

Thus  far  in  regard  to  India,  to 
which,  however.  Lord  Valentia  returns 
in  the  next  volume. 

The  whole  work  is  written  as  a  jour- 
nal :  a  form,  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
well  adapted  for  convenience,  and   fa- 
vourable   to    method,    but,     at    the 
same  time,  less  accommodated   to  re- 
search, and  too  rapid  and  extempora- 
neous for  philosophical  arrangements. 
Journalists,  impressed  with  surprize  at 
objects  which  strike  them  for  the  first 
time,  and  which,  perhaps,  are  of  little 
moment,  are  too  apt  to  teel  as  disco- 
verers, and,  struck  wiih   what  may  be 
new  indeed   to  them,  they  become  too 
serious  over  what  has  been   fully  ex- 
plained before,  or  what  may  have  been 
deemed  too  insignificant  for  cool  in- 
vestigation,   or    serious    enlargement. 
Hence  they  are  in  danger  of  becoming 
triflers.     it  certainly  becomes  a  travel- 
ler to  keep  a  journal.     It  serves  impor- 
tant purpoi^es,  for  assisting  the  recollec- 
tion, for  ready-hand  re'mark,  and  may 
be  a  ground- work  for  future  enquiry. 
But  what  is  seen  on  a  visit,  or  upon  a 
journey,  should  be  diligently  re-pe  u- 
sed,    and  critically  examined  in   the 
study. 

Similar  observations  may  be  made 
on  those  attentions,  which  distinguish- 
ed strangers  are -accustomed  to  shew  to 
travellers,  and  on  which  his  lordship 
dwells  too  often  and  too  long.  The 
difference,  too,  of  rank,  place,  and 
costume,  is  soon  very  little  felt.  Rea- 
ders of  voyages  and  travels,  if  men  of 
reflection^  look  for  something  solid  ;  if 


men  of  pleasure,  foi*  something  agree- 
able. Asiatic  and  European  manners, 
in  this  respect,  work  to  the  same  point, 
and  we  may  yawn  over  verandahs,  and 
palanquins  and  bearers,  and  mnsnuds, 
if  seen  too  0I ten,  as  mnch  as  over  bal- 
conies, and  close  carriages,  solas,  *ie- 
dan  chairs,  and  running  footmen. 
Elephants  will  be  no  more,  if  appear- 
ing too  often,  than  mountain  mules. 
Diamonds  and  pearls,  andattab,  may  be 
made  intrusive,  so  as  to  rais^our  spirits' 
and  enliven  our  fancies  no  more  than 
an  every-day  posey,  or  a  cuo  of  tea  j 
and  an  Asiatic  salaam  may  possess  no- 
thing more^  significant  in  India,  than  a 
regular  every-day  compliment  in  an 
Engli^ti  drawing  room. 

It  is  not  intended  to  say  here,  that 
lord  ValentiaV  publication  is  altogether 
a  trifling  production  His  volumes, 
we  have  already  admitted,  take  a 
course  which  is  interesting ;  they  bring 
us  into  company  capable  of  g^ii^g  uf 
information,  and  convey  much  useful 
observation.  It  may,  however,  b^ 
added,  without  any  discredit  to  the 
work,  that  it  contains  much  that  could 
have  been  spared  ;  that  what  is  good  is 
often  obscured  by  what  is  indifferent ; 
and  that  if  some  matters  of  etiquette  and 
private  concern  had  appeared  with  less 
ostentation,  or  not  at  all,  the  more 
solid  parts  would  have  had,  both  for 
instruction  and  amusement,  a  better 
effect.  It  is  probable  that  many 
readers  of  this  work,  whether  concern- 
ed in  the  government  of  India  or  not, 
may  widely  differ  from  lord  Valentia 
in  some  things  of  a  political  and  econo- 
mical nature  ;  and  in  what  relates  to 
establishnients,  missionaries,  half-cast 
children,  and  other  matt«rs,  in  which 
the  government  of  Ind;a  may  feel  itself 
concerned  :  but  nearly  the  whole  pe- 
ninsula being  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Engli  h  government,  it  is  become  an 
aflair  of  stupendous  concern,  where 
the  afllairs  of  different  kingdoms,  whoso 
interests  clash  with  each  other,  and 
with  that  of  this  country,  are  to  be 
managed  ;  in  which  politics  ^re  often 
made  a  mere  concern  of  commerce, 
and  religion  an  affair  of  policy  ;  where 
the  distinctions  of  virtue  and  vice  are 
often  intermixed,  confounded,  and  lost 
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Lord  V.'s  account  exhibits  the  pre- 
sent face  of  India>  and  (hat  more  par- 
ticularly in  a  commercial  and  economi- 
cal point  of  view.  Ancient  India 
makes  no  subject  in  these  volumes. 
The  Greek  writers,  more  particularly 
Arrian,  maintained  ,  that  some  whom 
they  received  into  the  calendar  of 
their  gods,  first  taught  in  India  the  ele- 
ments of  philosophy,  and  the  useful 
arts  of  life.  India,  therefore,  had  been 
considered  as  the  cradle  of  the  arts  and 
sciences:  and  though  some  writers  have 
considered  the  claims  of  ancient  India 
to  any  extraordinary  acquisitions,  nuga- 
tory, and  that  natural  science  furnished 
them  with  little  more  than  instru- 
inents  of  imposture  rn  the  arts  of 
astrology  and  divination,  others  have 
thought  them  founded  on  reality  and 
truth.  They  have  traced  to  the  an- 
ciei^t  Brahmins  something  more  than 
the .  knowledge  of  astrology.  They 
b^ve,  fining  atnong  them  geometr)', 
^strooomy,  medicine^  chemistry,  and 
bpiany.  From  their  pumps  and  ca- 
nals^  that  coqveyed  water  to.  their 
rice-grounds«  they  have  investigated 
tjieir  hydraulics  j  a;id  in  their  cheniical 
processes  they  have  found  many  use- 
ful manufactures :  they  have  asserted 
,the  very  high  antiquity  of  sculpture, 
and ,  of  engraving  on  gems  in  India. 
These  matters  are  the  subject  of  in- 
vestigation by  Mr.  Maurice,  in  the  last 
volume  of  his  Indian  Antiquities.— 
.1^  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  these  in- 
quiries now,  nor  to  ascertain  how  far 
this  doctrine  may  be  true,  nor  was  it 
to  be  expected  that  lord  Valentia  should 
liave  gone  into  elaborate  disquisitions 
on  these  subjects ,  but  some  occasional 
illustrations  would  have  been  orna- 
mental. 

Xl»e  qncientreligion  of  the  Indians 
(xi  subject  of  the  most  curious  nature, 
k\\d  on  which  Brucker  has  treated 
•rather  largely)  was  much  simpler,  and 
wore  philoiophical,  than  some  are 
^ware  of,  pesepfibling  much  the  scat- 
tered principles,  to  be  found  in  those 
fragments,  called  the  Chaldean  Ora- 
cles, which  are  subjoined  by  Le  Clerc, 
to  his  Latin  translation  of  Stanley's 
Oriental  Philosophy  ;  what  is,  loo,  its 
mythology,  possesses  much  of  poetical 


as  well  as  theological,  contrivance,  in 
many  respects  analogous  to  the  Gre- 
cian mythology  5  and  the  device  of 
Cjireeshna,  and  his  treading  on  the 
serpent's  head,  with  other  matters  of 
a  similar  device,  just  alluded  to  by  lord 
Valentia,  bears  a  strong  resemblance 
to  what  occurs  in  the  Jewish  and 
Christian  writings.  Things  of  this 
kind,  connected,  too,  as  they  are  with 
the  present  state  of  the  Brahmins,  their 
religion,  and  many  remains  of  anii- 
qniiy  among  them,  required  something 
more  to  be  said  of  them,  than  merely 
as  matters  seen,  and  cursory  obser- 
vation. 

Even  in  matters  of  more  recent  oc- 
currence, and  greater  notoriety,  lord 
Valentia  may  be  thought,  by  some,  not 
quite  satisfactory.  I'hus,  in  what  re- 
lates toTippoo  Sultaun.  Seringapatam 
was  reduced  in  1790.*  and  the  pub-, 
lie  archives  of  the  then  existing  go* 
vernment  past  into  the  hands  of  the 
captors.  Uppoo's  Select  Letters  to 
various  public  Functionaries  (a  veiy 
valuable  work)  have  been  very  lately 
publi'.hed,  after  due  arrangements  and 
translation,  by  Mr  Kirkpatrick^  colonel 
in  the  service  of  the  honourable  £ast 
India  compiUyj  to  these,  therefore, 
he  might  have  had  access.  But  many 
of  the  public  archives  alluded  to,  which 
unfold  iliey  origin  and  conduct  of  the 
war,  together  with  many  public  and 
private  iraasaciions,  were  ptiblished 
long  since,  (soon  after  Tippoo's  over- 
throw) by  authority  of  the  supreme 
government  in  India,  and  subsequently 
by  tiiis  government ;  and  even  prior 
to  that,  a  report  of  a  general  nature 
was  drawn  up.  and  published  by  mar- 
quis VVelleslc'y.  Many  things  of  a 
curious  nature,  loo,  relating  to  Tip- 
I)oo,  have  been  long  since  iu  the  libra- 
ry of  the  India  House,  and  more  par- 
ticularly Tippoo's  own  library,  of  which 
a  printed  catajogue  has  been  published  : 
these  ihings,  so  connected  with  the 
history,  and  illustrative  of  his  charac- 
ter and  conduct,  should  have  been 
somewhat  investigated ;  as  matters  of 
literary  curiosity,  merely,  they  wouW 
have  given  an  air  of  variety  to  this 
work^  and  afforded  both  aoiusemeut. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


ACCOUNT  OP  BOOKS. 


4g5 


and  instruction  to  lord  Valentia's  reia- 
ders. 

With   respect  to  geographical  nice- 
ties, we  hope  that  lord  Valentia  has  stu- 
died correctness  himself,    having  been 
very  severe  upon  others,     in  the  ear- . 
lier  part  of  this  work  (vol.i.)  he  makes 
a  few  cursory  remarks,  which  should 
certainly  be  attended  to,   relative  to 
charts.     He  says,  the  manner  in  which 
charts  are  published  in  England,  is  a 
disgrace  to  a  mercantile  ctmniry.     He 
corrects  an  error  relative  to  Cape  Pal- 
mas,  which,  he  says,  is  in  longitude 
eight  degrees  west  j  and  that  a  chart, 
said  to  be  formed  on  the  authority  of 
five  captains  in  the  Liverpool  t  ade, 
is  greatly  erroneous,  and  that  many 
lives   may   be  lost  by  the  deception. 
He  notices  a  similar  mistake  in  regard 
to  the  island  of  Annafoon.     We  under- 
stand a  letter  has  been  communicated 
by  the  publisher  of  the  chart,  alluded 
to  by  his  lordship,  partly  accounting 
for  a  few  mistakes,  and  partly  convey- 
ing assurances  that  they  will  be  rec- 
tified  in  some  future  chart ;  remon- 
strating, at  the  same  time,  against  lord 
Valentia*s  manner  of  conveying  the 
censures. 

It  will  be  but  justice,  too,  in  case 
of  another  edition  of  these  voyages 
and  travels,  to  the  editors  of  the  clinrt 
alluded  to,  page  4  of  the  first  volume, 
to  retract  entirely  the  censure,  or  to 
announce,  that  tl>e  aforesaid  chart, 
drawn  by  the  geographer  to  his  Catho- 
lic majesty,  has  been  long  superseded 
by  a  new  chart  of  the  Azores,  Cana- 
ries, &c  and  was  so  before  the  pub- 
lication of  lord  Valentia's  volumes. 

li  should,  in  general,  be  observed, 
that  the  geography  of  India  has  been 
traced,  with  great  credit  to  himbclf, 
by  major  Rennell,  and  by  other  mo- 
derns ^  but*  this  ^seems  no  reason  why 
a  work  of  this  kind,  in  the  production 
of  which  the  publisher's  study  seems 
to  have  been,  to  have  spared  no  ex- 
pense, should  be  unaccompanied  with 
a  chart  of  his  voyage  to  India,  and  a 
map  of  Hindostan,  as  well  as  ot  the 
Red  Sea. 

As  to  what  may  be  called  thq  poli- 
tics of  I  ndia»  it  is  opt  necessary  jfor^us 
tosayi  that  wa  should  be  little  dis- 


posed to  approve  or  cdmmend  mjiny 
transactions,  that  mav  appear  highly 
commendable  to  lord  Valentia;  and 
there  are  those  who  may  feel  happy 
that  they  are  not  called  upon  to  defend 
some  transactions  in  that  peninsula: 
Our  author,  however,  does  not  go 
much  into  particular  politics,  and,  on 
many  occasions,  he  discovers  a  mind 
capable  of  thinking,  and  disposed  to 
think,  for  Itself  His  observations  re- 
lative to  the  moderation  which  should 
be  shewn  towards  the  religion  of  the 
Hindoos,  are  no  less  humane  than  pru- 
dent, and  his  occasional  censure  on 
East  India  directors  and  others,  more 
anxious  after  a  rapid  acquisition  of 
wealth,  than  the  promotion  of  the 
principles  of  sound  policy  and  huma* 
nity,  are  just,  and,  though  not  strong 
enough,  are  too  well  grounded.  An 
allusion  has  been  already  made  to  the 
embellishments  of  this  work,  and  it 
should  be  added,  that  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  drawings,  Mr.  Salt,  is 
a  tman  of  letters,  and,  besides  what 
he  has  done  ns  the  draftsman,  appears 
with. much  respectability  in  his  jour*- 
naJ.  Tlie  engra\ers  are  men  eminent 
in  their  profession  j  and  from  the  fifty* 
four  grand  plates,  published  separate 
from  the  volumes,  it  seems  as  if  thS 
noble  author  aimed  to  give  such  a  dis^ 
play  of  the  art  as  might  bring  therti 
into  competition  with  Mr,  Daniels^ 

Having  proceeded  thus  far  in  out 
observation,  we  feel  ourselves  almost 
compelled  to  go  further.  For  though 
we  have  dwelt  so  long  on  the  work, 
we  are  far  from  thinking,  that  the  first 
volume,  relating  to  India,  is  the  most 
valuiible.  The  peninsula  of  Hindostan 
has  been  explored  in  every  direction, 
and  by  people  of  every  description. 
But  the  ensuing  volumes  bring  us  into 
son;e  regions,  which  have  more  of 
noveJt),  and  which  ha\e  been  ex- 
plored before,  by  no  European,  but 
Mr.  Bruce,  for  this  la:>i  century  ;  they 
also  bi  ing  us  more  back  to  ancient 
times,  and  may,  perhaps,  lead  even- 
tually to  n  commercial  transaction,  that 
may  prov6  beneficial  to  this  country. 
And  while  our  inquiries  are  literary, 
and  our  transactions  with  for^gn  na< 
tions  merely  commercial^  aiui  wJ  ' 
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,  that  commerce  continoes  to  be  honour- 
able, adveoturers  will  go  attended  with 
the  best  wishet  of  the  friends  to  sci- 
ence and  humanity.  For  these  rea- 
sons we  shall  present  our  readers  with 
a  few  parncul  rs  relatii  g  to  the  two 
last  volumes  >  though  having  already 
been  more  than  ordinarily  diffuse, 
we  musty  in  what  remains,  be  propor- 
tionably  brief. 

It  was  just  now  hinted,  that  these  last 
Tolumes  bring  us  more  back  to  ancient 
times;  by  which  was  meant,  that  they 
bring  us  to  those  coasts  that  have  been 
little  explored  by  the  moderns,  and 
"which  were  better  known  to  the  an- 
cients i  we  more  particularly  mean  the 
eastern  coast  of  Africa.  Much  has 
been  said  by  ancient  writers  on  this 
subject  J  atid  the  commerce  carried  on 
upop  the  coast  by  the  Egyptians  and 

^  Romans  was  very  considerable.  But 
the  occasion  and  object  of  this  part  of 
lord  Valentia's  volumes  will  be  best  ex- 
plained by  himself. 

**  It  bad  always  appeared  to  me  an 
extraordinary  circumstance,  that,  if 
the  western  coast  of  the  Red  Sea  were 
really  as  dangerous  as  the  moderns  re- 

'  presented  it,  the  ancients  should  in- 
variably have  navigated  it  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  Eastern  coast,  nor  could 
any  suspicion  that  a  western  passage 
^existed  be  removed,  by  the  silence  of 
the  British  officers,  after  a  long  con- 
tinuance of  our  fleet  in  that  sea.  The 
evils,  which  they  have  experienced 
from  the  want  of  water,  fresh  provi- 
sions, and  fuel,  pointed  out,  indeed, 
most  strongly  the  importance  of  ascer- 
taining whether  these  articles  were 
not  attainable  at  Mazsowah,  Dhalac, 
or  the  adjacent  islands,  where,  in  for- 
mer times,  the  Egyptian  and  Roman 
merchants  were  induced  to  flx  their 
residence  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 

'  on  the  trade  with  Abyssinia,  and  tha 
interior  of  Africa.  At  Dhalac,  Mr. 
Bruce  has  asserted,  that  300  tanks, 
which  had  been  erected  by  the  muni- 
^cence  of  the  Ptolemies,  were  still  in 
a  preservation  to  afford,  with  care,  a 
supply  of  water,  more  than  suffici- 
cnl  for  any  fleet,  which  we  could  ever 
kave  occasion  to  send  into  that  sea. 
t!  Tb«(0m^crcl.al  advantages  which 


might  attend  opening  a  comtnnnica- 
tion  with  Abyssinia  appeared  aUo  wor- 
thy of  attention,  and  a  more  favrnir- 
abie  time  for  making  the  attempt  could 
never  be  expected,  than  immediately 
after  the  British  naval  power  had  been 
so  fully  displayed  on  the  shores  of 
Arabia  and  Egypt ;  and  when  the 
trade  of  thp  interior  of  Africa  bad 
been  interrupted  in  its  osual  cbauiiel 
through  the  latter  country,  first  by  tbc 
conquest  of  the  French,  and  after- 
wards by  the  civil  war  between  tbc 
Porte  and  the  Beys,  which  had  caused 
a  perfiect  separation  between  tlie  up- 
per and  lower  countries. 

**  I  confess,  also,  I  felt  it  as  a  na- 
tional reflection,  that  a  coast,  which 
had  afforded  a  profitable  atid  exten&ive 
trade  in  gold,  ivory,  and  pearls,  to  the 
sovereigns  of  Egypt,  should  be  a  per- 
fect blank  in  our  charts 3  and  that  while 
new  inlands,  and  even  continents, 
were  discovered  by  the  abilities  of 
our  seamen,  we  should  have  become  so 
ignorant  of  the  Eastern  shore  of  Afri- 
ca, as  not  to  be  able  to  ascertain  asany 
of  the  harbours  and  islands,  described 
by  an  ancient  navigator  in  the  PeripJu 
of  the  Erythrean  sea. 

"  During  my  stay  at  Calcutta,  I 
had  the  honour  of  frequently  convers- 
ing with  the  , marquis  Welle*lej  on 
the  subject  or  the  Red  Sea,  and  of 
stating  to  him  my  ideas  and  feelings  j 
in  which  I  had  (he  happiness  of  iiuding 
that  he  fully  concurred.  At  length  I 
proposed  to  his  excellency,  that  he 
should  order  one  of  the  Bombay 
cruizers  to  be  prepared  tor  a  voyage 
to  the  Red  Sea  ;  and  I  oflered  my  gra- 
tuitous services  to  endeavour  to  remove 
our  disgraceful  ignorance,  by  embark- 
ing in  her  for  investigating  the  Eastern 
shores  of  Africa,  and  making  the  ne- 
cessary enquiries  into  the  present  state 
of  Abyssinia,  and  the  neighbouritig 
countries.  His  excellency  approved 
of  the  plan,  and  it  was  determined, 
in  order  to  obviate  any  difhcultiei 
which  might  arise,  from  the  com- 
manding otficer  diflering  from  me  in 
opinion,  with  respect  to  the  elegibility 
of  going  to  particular  places,  h«  should 
be  placed  under  my  orders.  1  he  ne- 
cessary instractioqi  were  iiuiiMctiatelj 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


496 


transmitted  to  Bombay,  and  I  hastened 
my  departure  to  Columbo,  as  it  was  de- 
sirable to  reach  the  Red  Sea  as  early 
in  the  year  as  possible." 

Such  are  the  naolives  assigned  by 
lord  Valentia  for  his  jonrney  to  the 
Red  Sea.  Accordingly  he  sets  sail 
from  Mungalore,  March  13,  1804, 
and,  passing  through  ihe  Streights  of 
Babelmandab,  arrives  at  Mocha,  He 
departs  thence  for  the  African  coast  j 
visits  several  islands,  one  of  which  he 
calls  after  his  own  name,  Valentia; 
and,  after  visiting  Dhalac,  departs 
for  Massowah.  Mr.  Salt  first,  and  af- 
terward lord  Valentia,  retarns  to  Mo- 
cha, and  going  thence  they  meet  at 
Bombay. 

In  Chapter  the  Second,  among  se- 
Teral  particulars  relative  to  different 
places  in  India,  we  have  some  politi- 
cal observations  on  the  Mahratta  em- 
pire, and  in  chapter  the  fourth  an 
intaresting  account  of  a  visit  to  the 
pagodas  of  Salsette  and  Elephanta. 

The  account  of  Bombay,  the 
third  presidency  in  India,  is  enter- 
taining; and  the  following  extract, 
though  it  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
made  more  in  order  before,  (vol.  ii. 
p.  185)  is  now  introduced,  as  it  throws 
a  light  on  the  course  of  literary  inquiry 
at  Bombay,  and  may  even  furnish 
lord  Valentia  with  an  argument  in 
vindication  of  bis  silence  on  ancient 
mythology.  "  A  society,*'  his  Jord- 
■hip  tells  us,  "  has  been  established 
at  Bombay,  on  a  plan  somewhat  simi- 
lar to  the  Bengal  Asiatic  Society. 
But  it  intends  to  limit  itself  to  the 
present  state  of  manners  among  the 
inhabitants,  rather  than  to  launch 
into  ancient  mythology,  or  the  history 
Y)f  the  country.  Much,  I  think,  may 
be  expected  from  the  active  superin- 
tendence of  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
whose  ^  talents  would  throw  a  lastre 
OD  any  society,  and  whose  discourse, 
on  the  first  day  of  their  meeting, would 
have  been  heard  with  satisfaction,  by 
the  fitther  of  Asiatic  literature,  by  Sir 
William  Jones  himself.  Sir  James 
is  ably  supported  by  Mr.  Duncan,  who 
is,  I  believe,  as  learned  as  anv  Euro- 
pean in  the  wild  fancies  of  the  Hin- 
4m>  fic^ytbologyj  and  was  the  writer 


of  those  papers  on  the  singular  Hin- 
doo customs  at  Benares,  and  the  two 
Sakers,  that  resided  there,  which  were 
communicated  by  Sir  John  Shore  to 
the  Asiatic  Society  ;  but  without  stat- 
ing from  whom  he  had  received  the 
intelligence.  To  these  are  added  the 
names  of  many  other  gentlemen,  whose 
long  residence  in  India,  and  known 
acquirements,  may  fairly  justify  an 
expectation  in  the'  public,  that,  with- 
out rivalling  their  prototype  in  Calcutta, 
they  may  communicate  much  inte- 
resting information  respecting  that 
part  of  India,  which  has  come  under 
their  immediate  observation.**  "  The 
greater  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Bombay  are  Persees,  a  most  ami- 
able people,  the  authenticity  of  whose 
sacred  code  was  too  hastily  attacked 
by  •  Sir  W.  Jones ;  but  himself,  we 
are  told,  was  convinced  of  his  error 
before  his  death. 

In  Chapter  the  Fifth  lord  Valentia 
arrives  again  at  Mocha.  The  principal 
feature  in  this  chapter  is  the  account 
of  Mr.  Salt's  tour  to  Dhalac,  from 
which  it  is  completely  proved.  Lord  Va- 
lentia says,  that  theaccounigiven  by  Mr. 
Bruce  is  false,  and  that  it  is  extremely 
probable  he  never  landed  on  the  island. 

In  Chapter  the  Seventh,  he  makes 
observations  on  Mr.  Bryxce* 5  supposed 
voyage  from  Cosseir  to  Macowar  j  and 
his  adventures  at  and  near  Macowar 
he  calls  complete  Romances.  After  leav- 
ing Macowar,  our  author  visits  his  island 
Valentia,  and  visits  Mocha,  from  which 
hehaddeparied.TheaccountoftheArabs 
resident  in  towns,  and  Bediween  Arabs, 
is  interesting  J  as,  also,  his  description 
of  Mocha,  and,  in  a  commercial  point 
of  view,  likely  to  prove  useful. 

In  Chapter  the  Ninth  his  draftsman, 
and  friend,  Mr.  Salt,  goes  to  Abyssinia^ 
and  returns.  Some  of  the  most  cu- 
rious parrs  of  the  third  volume  consists 
of  Mr.  Sail's  narrative  relative  to  Abys- 
sinia. 

The  account  of  Axum,  so  long  tht 
seat  of  royalty  in  Abyssinia,  is,  in  va- 
rious ways,  pleasing,  and  in  several  par- 
ticulars novel :  it  is  evidently  prepared 
with,  much  care  J  and  the  -^thiopic 
and  Greek  inscriptions  will  be  very  ac- 
ceptable to  the  lofen  of  antiqaitf . 


496 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I8O9. 


^  Mr."  Salt  also  notices  a  few  inaccura- 
cies of  Mr.  Bruce,  but,  in  general, 
in  more  cautious  terms  thanlSrdVa- 
lentia ;  jand  it  may  be  thought  by  some, 
that  the  censures  are  made  with  too 
few  allowances,  and  accompanied  with 
too  hasty  conclusions.  Strange  as  it 
may  seem,  different  travellers,  who 
have  visited  the  same  places,  often  give 
different  accounts.  They  may  not 
have  enjoyed  the  same  opportunities, 
been  struck  with  the  same  objects,  or 
they  may  have  seen  them  only  in  part. 
The  position  of  objects  may  be  differ- 
«tit  at  one  time  from  what  they  may  be 
«t  others  5  or  the  objects  themselves  may 
be  altogether  removed  or  effaced. 

Thus  some  ancient  travellers  de- 
scribe the  pyramids  of  Egypt  as  having 
nuroeroas  hieroglyphics  on  them  5  Mr, 
Greaves,  a  writer  of  great  authority 
■ays,  there  are  none;  Mr.  Scott  Waring, 
Speaking  of  Bushire,  in  Persia,  otwerves, 
that  "  out  of  three  witnesses,  two 
«8sert  the  town  is  walled,  and  the 
third  that  it  is  defenceless ;  one  that  it 
abounds  with  fine  gardens,  which  is 
denied  by  another  evidence..  Mr. 
Jones  confirms  the  latter  assertion, 
but  maintains  the  neck  of  land  is  never 
overflowed.  Much  depends  on  the 
lime,  when  several  witnesses  visited 
fiushire.  Walls  built  of  mud  are  soon 
destroyed,  and  soon  rebuilt.  Bush  ire 
Is  only  an  island  when  the  tides  run 
very  high  j  but,  in  such  contradictory 
accounts,  much  also  depends  on  tlie 
iense  of  words.  One  person  may  call 
a  place,  surrounded  with  ever  so  little 
water,  an  island  ;  and  another  main- 
tain the  reverse,  because  a  ship  could 
not  sail  round  it.**  See  his  Tour  to 
Sheeraz. 

Tiiese  sensible  and  candid  conces- 
sions might  be  extended  still  further. 


Thus  a  place  may  be  dirty  and  -filthy* 
at  one  time,  and  under  the  direction 
of  one  set  of  people,  that  may  be 
fitted  up  with  great  ele^nceat  another 
time,  under  people  of  another  descrip* 
tion.  People,  in  taking  observaiioDS| 
may  make  mistakes  in  latitudes  or 
longitudes,  as  lord  Valentia  has  noti- 
ced in  ti3e  ca:>es  alluded  to  above, 
and  in  the  case  of  Sir  Home  Popbam  1 
all  of  whom,  however,  were,  du- 
ing  the  time,  at  the  place  where 
the  observations  were  taken.  It  is 
Impossible  to  trace  the  source  of  all 
the  m  stakes  which  are  made,  where 
yet  there  may  be  00  intention  to  mis- 
lead. It  would  be  extremely  ditBcult 
to  conceive  why  a  particular  island 
has  been  left  out  in  a  very  celebrated 
chart,  unless  the  odd  circumstance 
was  known  that  occasioned  the  omis- 
sion ',  and,  perhaps,  some  who  peruse^ 
lord  Valeniia's  chart  of  the  Red  Sea* 
may  not  immediately  perceive  why 
Massowah,  which  makes  so  conspicu- 
ous a  tigure  in  his  book,  and  is  to  be 
read  on  the  chart  containing  the  Island 
of  Valentia,  is  n6t  to  be  read  on  the 
thart  of  the  Red  Sea. 

Perhaps, — for  this  work  evidently 
convicts  Mr.  Bruce  of  a  few  inaccu- 
racies,— he  may  have  been  hurried  by 
the  zeal  of  a  first  discoverer,  which 
may  mislead  from,  the  !»trict  line  of 
punctuality  |  and,  in  aiming  tj  make 
his  picture,  in  all  parts,  complete, 
he  may  have  taken  a  few  things  upo(| 
trust }  and  what  he  could  not  see  him- 
self, he  may  have  taken  from  the  re- 
port of  others  :  ^nd  yet  a  few  inaccu- 
racies of  this  kind,  or  from  whatever 
oilier  source  they  proceed,  may  not 
affect  that  credit  which  he  now  boldt 
with  the  public. 


ASIATIC  RESEARCHES,  Vol.  10. 

{[Our  account  of  the  valuable  work  before  us  must)  from  the  swolko  size  of  our  voIuiDe« 
be  neceisarily  gvueral  and  concise.] 

ESSAY  I. 

RaMAXKS  on  She  State  of  Agkiculturb  in  the  District  of  Dikajpvk. 
By  William  Carkt. 
TiuniB  ii  a  great   variety  in  the    as  explained  in    the    essay,    arising, 

modiB   of    afirricoltura    iu   this  district     in    nnrr.  frnm    tUm   nflture  of  the  soil. 
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iod  ki  part  from  the  character  of  the 
inhabitaots.  Id  the  southern  port 
the  ground  rises  in  gentle  acclivities, 
which  are  divided  from  each  other  by 
rallies  running  between  them.  Each 
valley  is  watered  by  one  or  two  little 
streams,  as  the  Tanguam,  the  Pumab* 
hava«  and  several  others^  which  empty 
themselves,  either  into  the  Mahananda 
or  the  Ganges.  These  vallies,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  50  miles  from  the  Ganges, 
are  scarcely  higher  than  the  surface  of 
the  waters.  When,  therefore,  the  pe- 
riodicaT rains  come  on,  the  extent  of 
these,  for  fifty  miles,  resembles  one 
vast  Jake,  from  the  overflowing  of  the 
waters,  and  becomes  navigable  Tor  ves- 
sels of  a  very  considerable  size.  The 
higher  latids,  in  {he  southern  parts  of 
the  district,  are  principally  inhabited  by 
Mussulmans,  and  the  v»Hies  by  Hin- 
dus. The  noode  of  cultivation,  and 
the  productions  of  the  higher  parts, 
ditfer  so  widely  firom  those  in  the  val- 
lies, that  a  person,  very  competent  for 
mans^ing  the  one,  can  seldo^  manage 
tl^  other  to  any  advantage.     \ 

The  people  of  the  district  o^  Dinag- 
pur  are  in  general  poor,  and  their  farm- 
ing very  simple.  Their  m^pde  of 
watering  their  fields  in  dry  Masons 
is  worthy  of  remark.  For  this  pur- 
pose an  instrument,  called  a  tant,  is 
used.  "  A  tant,  Mr.  C.  observes,  is  a 
trough  of  light  wood,  Iroro  twelve  to 
aixteen  feet  long,  somewhat  curved,  to 
^mit  a  greater  depth  in  the  middle  ; 
the  bottom  is  five  or  six  inches  wide, 
the  height  of  the  sides,  in  the  middle 
part,  is  six  or  eight  inches,  gradually 
decreasing  towards  the  ends,  one  of 
which  is  excavated  to  a  point,  to  pre- 
vent the  water  from  running  back,  and 
being  lost.  When  this  instrument  is 
used,  it  is  slung  to  three  bamboos,  pla- 
ced erect,  and  crossing  each  other  in 
the  centre.  A  long  and  heavy  bamboo, 
loaded  at  the  further  end  with  a 
large  ball  of  earth,  is  then  fastened  to 
the  end,  which  is  to  be  plunged  into 
the  water,  and  thrown  over  the  three 
erect  bamboos,  resting  on  the  top  of 
-them.  A  person  standing  on  the  stage, 
even  with,  or  somewhat  below,  the 
soffiiGeof  the  water  of  a  pond,  river, 
4ic,  theo  plooi^s  the  end  of  the  taut 


into  the  water  with  his  foot,  by  which 
means  it  is  filled.  The  weight  at  the 
end  of  the  long  bamboo  assists  him  in 
raising  it  out  ot  the  water,  and  throw- 
ing its  contents  into  a  small  reservoir,  or 
pit,  from  which  it  is  conveyed  into  the 
fields,  by  channelscut  for  that  purpose." 
Mr.  Carey  here  asks,  '*  Is  not  this 
the  watering  with  the  foot  mentioned 
in  scripture,  Deut.  xi.  v.  10.  and  may 
there  not  be  an  allusion  to  the  faci- 
lity with  which  this  water  is  direct- 
ed at  the  will  of  the  husbandman, 
inProv.  xxi.  v.  i.  ?" 

The  account  of  their  different  in- 
struments, and  of  the  mode  of  cultiva* 
img  the  different  sorts  of  rice,  indigo, 
&c.  is  curious.  In  general,  orchards^  and 
the  growths  of  limber,  are  said  to  have 
been  neglected.  A  plate,  descriptive  of, 
the  different  instruments,  accompanies 
this  essay. 

Jn  EssAT  on  .the  Sacred  Islbs  qf 
the  West,  with  other  Essays  connect^ 
ed  with  that  work.    By    Capt.   F. 

WiLPORD. 

ESSAY.  V. 
Origin  and  decline  qf  the  Christian  Re^ 

ligion  in  India, 

It  seems,  by  this  account,  that  long 
before  the  appearance  of  Christ,  there 
was  an  expectation  of  the  appearance 
of  some  extraordinary  prince  and  Savi- 
our in  India,  and  that  it  is  frequently 
meniioned  in  the  Puranas,  more  parti- 
cularly where  the  gods,  complaining  of 
the  oppressions  of  the  giants,  Vishnu 
comforts  the  earth,  his  consort,  and  the 
gods,  by  assuring  them,  that  a  Saviour 
would  come,  and  redress  their  griev- 
ances, by  putting  an  end  to  the  tyranny 
of  thedaityas,  or  demons  :-*- Fun  her, 
tiiat  they  bave  had  prophecies  among 
them,  similar  to  what  is  recorded  of 
ti>e  Sibylline  oracles }— ^and  that  what 
Vishnu  says  to  the  earth,  when  com- 
plaining of  hi;  oppressions,  strongly  re* 
sembles  the  weh-known  passage  in  the 
fourth  eclogue  of  Virgil.  But  the 
Hindus  supposc\l  •  he  pr«»pbecies  relating 
tc^this  Saviour  were  fulfilled  in  Crishna, 
who  waspri(«r  to  Christ.  The  avataras^ 
however,  aie  the  principal  supports 
of  their  religion,  and  that  of  Crisb^ 
na  is  considered  aa  the  first  io  4isiufi!lt^ 
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the  others  being  introduced  merely  to 
bring  on  the  great  system  of  regenera-* 
tion. 

There  are  also  some  singular  legends 
among  them,  relative  to  the  birth  and 
cieath  of  Christ.  With  respect  to  St. 
Thomas,  who  preached,  according  to 
many  writer3,  the  gospel  in  India, 
Mr.  Wilford  observes,  "  that  the  mis- 
sion of  St.  Thomas  to  India,  with  the 
surprizing  progress  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion, are  facts,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
sufficiently  authenticated.  Jerome,  who 
died  in  the  year  420,  speaks  of  the  mis- 
sion of  St.  Thomas  to  India,  as  a  fact 
universally  acknowledged  in  his  time;" 
and  even  that  the  Mahomedat>s 
acknowledge  the  jarly  establish- 
ment of  tlie  Christians  in  that  coun- 
try :  and  that  Ferishta,  in  his  general 
historyof  Hindostan,  says,  '*  Formerly, 
beforeihe  rise  of  the  religion  of  hL\m,  a 
company  of  Jews  and  Christians  can)e 
by  sea  into  thecountry^  (Malabar)  and 
settled  as  merchants,  or  pishcaras.  Tliey 
continued  to  live  there  till  the  rise 
of  the  Mussulman  religion."  In  con- 
nection with  this  subject,  Mr.  Wil- 
ford shews,  that  during  the  tirst  cen- 
turies of  the  Christian  era,  the  Hin- 
dus were  very  fond  of  travelling  j  that 
their  kings  sent  frequent  embassies  to 
the  Roman  and  Grecian  emperors  }  and 
that  some  went  as  far  as  Spain  }  that 
others  visited  Alexandria  and  Kgypt ; 
find  that  (Mr.  W.  follows  here  what  is 
said  by  the  prophet  Isaiah)  their  diviners 
and  soothsa)  ers  went  to  Syri^i  and  Pales- 
line  700  years  before  the  Christian  era. 
In  reference  also  to  the  same  subject, 
he  aims  to  settle  some  in^rtant 
points  in  the  chronology  <3r  India, 
concerning  which  so  much  has  betm 
written. 

Mr.  Wilford  observes,,  further,  that 

though   the  crois  h  not  ^  object  of 

worship  ifinxing  the  Raudd'bas,  that  it 

-  is  yet  a  favourite  emblem  and  device 

among  them.  .  It  is  exactly  (he  says) 

the  cross    of  the  Manichaeaus,   with 

•  leaves  and  flowers  springing  from  it, 

and  placed  upon  a  mount  Cavalry,  as 

.  aawDg  the  Roman  Catholics.  What  is 

'said   oa  this  subject  is  striking,  and 

-ithere  are  annexed  to  the  essay  draw- 

;ifig8,  of.tw».siugplar  crosses,  from  a 


book    entitled    the    Cshetra-samasa, 
given  to  captain  W.  by  a  Baudd'has. 

ESSAY  VI. 
Ofihe  two  T^icvTADtLi,  or  mountam 
ivitk  three  peaks ;  one  in  the  North 
JVest,  and  the  other  in  the  South 
Eastern  quarters  nf  the  old  Conti- 
nent, 

These  tricutadri  answer  to  the  Tr- 
koryphas  and  Trinakrias  of,  the 
Gseeks.  Polycenus  calls  mount  Merc, 
or  Meros,  Tricoryphees.  And  Mem 
is  considered,  according  to  Mr.  W. 
as  the  worldly  temple  of  the  s'jpreme 
being,  in  an  embodied  state,  and  of  the 
tri-murtte,  or  sacred  triad  of  which 
so  much  has  been  said,  which  resides 
on  its  summits,  either  on  a  single  or 
three- fold  temple,  or  rather  in  both  ; 
for  it  is  all  one,  according  to  Mr.  W. 
as  tt(ey  areone  and  three  ;  tliree  with 
respect  to  men  involved  in  the  gloom 
of  worldly  illusion  j  but  one  to  men 
wlio  have  emerged  out  of  it  ;  and 
their  three-fold  temple,  and  moan- 
tain  with  its  three  cones,  become  one 
equally. 

This  earthly  temple  is  generally 
considered  as  the  earthly  residence  of 
the  supreme  being,  and  represented  as  a 
triad,.' under  the  form  of  a  pyramid, 
and  resemblances  have  been  found  in 
it,  by  some  writers,  to  the  orthodox 
doctruie  of  the  Trinity. 
..  With  rcsjHici  to  the  sacred  islands, 
Mr.  W.  says,  they  were  well  known  to 
the  ancients,  under  the  names  of 
Chry^e,  Argyrea,  and  Taprabane  ;  he 
abcertains  their  modem  names  to  be 
Jumcote,  or  Lauca-puri,  Sumatra,  or 
Ceylon,  and  a  curious  mnp  is  iuserted 
of  latitudes   and   longitude*^. 

Much  erudition  i>  exhibited  \a  this 
production,  to  illustrate  a  subject  ot  all 
others  the  most  interesting  to  ths 
human  mind. 

ESSAY  VII. 
Of  the  languages  and  literature  ^  the 

Indo-Chinese  Nations.      By  J.  Lm- 

DCK,     M.  D. 

Dr.  Leyden  is  considered  as  great  a 
prodigy  in  his  way  of  acquiring  lao- 
guafl^es,  as  the  late  Sir  WUiiaiQ  Jcnes. 
Loni  Mjuto,  \u  one  of  Jus  addross^  m 
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the  college  of  Fort  WiJliara,  on  the 
delivery  of  (he  prizes,  compared  this 
facility  to  inspiration.  Ihis  essay, 
therefore,  cannot  fnil  of  being  greatly 
interesting  to  those  who  attend  10  Asi- 
atic literatare. 

The  following  extract  will  shew  what 
may  be  expected  from  this  work. 

**  The  inhabitants  of  ii»e  regions, 
which  lie  between  India  and  China, 
and  the  greater  parts  of  the  islarders 
of  the  Eastern  sea,  though  divided 
into  nOmerous  tribes,  and  equally  dis- 
tinct in  their  languages  and  manners, 
may  yet  be,  with  propriety,  characier- 
izetl  by  the  term  Indo-Chinese.  Situ- 
ared  between  India  and  China,  each  of 
which  proudly  styles  i'^df  the  most 
ancient  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
they  have  contented  themsHves  with 
more  modest  claims  to  antiquity,  and 
professed  to  borrow  from  one  or  other 
of  their  neighbours  the  principal  fea- 
tures of  their  religion,  laws,  and  man- 
ners. The  different  |)eriods,  however, 
at  which  these  were  adopte<l  in  diffe- 
rent countries,  the  various  degrees  of 
civilization,  and  the  pre-existing  habits 
t)n  which  they  were  engrafted,  have 
produced  a  diversity  of  national  cha- 
i^cteristics,  by  which  they  are  not  only 
distinguished  from  the  Indian  and 
Chinese  nations,  but  also  from  one 
another,  notwithstanding  Uieir  cotn- 
inon  mixed  origin. 

"  The  intercourse  of  Europentis 
with  the  Indo-Chinese  nations,  though 
for  the  first  two  centuries  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Portuguese  in  the  east, 
scarcely  inferior  to  what  was  carried  on 
with  India  or  China,  was  not  of  such  a 
kind  as  to  furnish  us  with  a  very  accu- 
rate or  extensive  knowledge  of  their 
laws,  manners,  or  literature;  and 
for  more  than  a  century  it  has  been 
rather  declining  than  increasing.  Nei- 
ther, since  the  late  rapid  acquisi- 
tions of  Indian  languages  and  litera- 
ture, have  we  obtained  any  impor- 
tant atcessions  to  our  information 
in  this  quarter  ;  though  both  political 
aiid  literary  Reasons  seem  to  require 
them. 

**Tbe  materials  of  this  imperfect 
sketch  were  chiefly  collected  in  the 
coufi^  of  a  Vo\'a£e,  whkh  the  itate  of 


my  health  caused  me  to  take  to  the 
Eastern  isles,  in  1805,  during  which  I 
resided  some  time  at  Penang,  and  visit- 
ed Achi,  and  some  other  places,  on  the 
Coast  of  Sumatra,   and   the    Malayan 
peniubula.     Cultivating  an  intercourse 
with  a  variety  of  individuals,  of  dift'e- 
rcnt  Eastern  tribes,  I  availed  myself  of 
the  facilities  which  the  situation  pre- 
sented,  to  correct  the    vague    ideas, 
which  I   had   previously  entertained, 
concerning  their  languages,  literature, 
and     the    filiation     of    their    tribes. 
Though  my  informatioti   was  chiefly 
collected  from  native  sources,   yet  it 
sonielimes  hil^ppened,  that  these  were 
not^  exactly  such  as  I  would  have  pre- 
ferred, had  better  been  attainable  ;  and 
sometimes,   too,   from  the   indifferent 
state  of  my  health,  and  other  causes, 
I  was  tiot  able  to  avail  myself  of  those 
sources  of  information,  to  the  extent  I 
Could  have  wished.      Feeling  myself 
equally  embarrassed  by  the  extent  of 
my  subject,   the  difhculty  of  the  re- 
search, and,  perhaps,   1  tnay  add,  in 
some   instances,   by  the  novelty  of  the 
investigation,  I  should  have  hesitated  to 
lay  befoie  the  Asiatic  Society  these  im- 
perfect  results,  had   1  had  any  imme- 
diate prospect  of  pursuing  the  discus- 
sion.    I    do   not,   however,  despair  of 
being  able,  at  no  very  distant  period, 
to  otJ'er  some  more  minute  and  correct 
views  of  several  of  the  subjects  treated 
here  in  a  cursory  manner ;  and,  at  all 
events,   1  ttust  this  attempt  to  intro- 
duce order    and   arrangement   into  a 
subject  at  once  so  extensive  and  iutri- 
caie,  and  to  disentangle  it  from  a  de- 
gree of  confusion,  which  seemed  al- 
nio  t  inextricable,  may  riot   be  altoge- 
ther without  its  use,  txit  may,  where 
even  1  have  failed,  serve  to  point  out 
the  proper  method  of  investigation.** 

It  would  be  difficult  to  iollow  Dr. 
Leyden  in  all  his  gramtnatical  and  cri- 
tical reujarks  ;  but  we  may  present  our 
readers,  as  the  account  is  deserving  of 
note,withthe  names  and  numbers  of  the 
several  languages,  described  in  this  sin- 
gular essay.  Ihey  are  fourteen  in 
number,  and  in  the  following  order  :— 
under  the  1st  head,  the  Malayu  Ian* 
guage,  he  points  out  several  histories^ 
roniances,  acd  dramatic  pieces,  t  ge* 


soo 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  I8O9. 


ther  with  ihe  measure  of  the  verse, 
and  the  style  of  the  composition.  II. 
Jawa,  or  Javanese  language,  which  is 
admitted,  by  the  Malays  themselves,  to 
be  that  of  a  more  ancient  nation  than 
themselves.  III.  The  Bugis.  This  is 
accounted  the  original  language  of  the 
island  Celibes,  as  the  Javanese  is  of 
Java.  IV.  The  Bema  language.  This 
is  used  by  the  state  of  Bema,  which 
comprehends  the  eastern  part  of  Sam- 
bawa,  and  the  western  part  of  the 
island,  and  which  Dr.  L.  says,  was 
childishly  called  Flores,  by  the  early 
Portuguese  navigators,  and  by  succeed- 
ing voyagers  and  geographers. 

V .  The  Batta  language,  which  is 
considered  as  the  most  ancient  lan- 
guage of  Sumatra,  and  used  by  the 
Batta  tribes,  who  principally  inhabit 
the  centre  of  the  island.  VI.  The 
Tagdla,  Ta-Gala,  or  rather  Gala  lan- 
guage is  described  among  the  Philip- 
pines to  be  \yhat  the  Malayu  is  in  the 
Malay  islands.  It  is  described  by  a 
Spanish  missionar}',  well  acquainted 
with  its  character,  in  the  following  high 
terms.  "  The  Tagala  possesses  the 
combined  advantages  of  the  four  prin- 
cipal languages  of  the  world  :  it  is 
mysterious  as  the  Hebrew;  it  has 
articles  for  the  nouns,  like  the  Greek  j 
it  is  elegant  and  copious  like  the  Latin  -, 
and  equal  to  (he  Italian,  as  the  Ian- 
gunge  of  compliment  and  business." 

Among  these  islanders  there  are 
»«me,  differing  much  both  in  features 
■nd  language  of  whom  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  speak,  such  as  the  Pampangos,  on 
the  north  of  Manilla  j  the  Bisayas,  dis- 
persed over  (he  Philippines;  and  the 
painted  race,  called  by  the  Spaniards, 
Pintados,  and  others.  In  (he  Vllth 
place.  Dr.  L.  mentions  the  Uukheng. 
He  observes  of  these,  that  they  arc  the 
first  of  that  singular  class  of  Indo- 
Chinese  languages,  which  may  be  pro- 
perly termed  monosyllabic,  from  the 
mass  of  their  radical  words  consisting 
pf  monosyllables,  like  the  spoken  dia- 
lects of  China.  This  has  not  been  cul- 
tivated by  any  Europeans,  captain 
Xowei's  remarks,  and  a  small  list  of 
its  words,  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the 
Astatic  Researches,  being  the  only  ob- 
servations made  on  it  by  any  European. 


The  Vlllth  lang\iage  is  that  of  Bar. 
ma.  This  is  the  language  of  a  veiy 
pou'erful  nation,  the  Barmas,  who  al- 
ways write  Barma,  though,  by  afiiscting 
an  indistinct  pronunciation,  they  often 
call  themselves  Byamma,  Bomma,  and 
Myamma,  which  are  corruptions  of  the 
written  name. 

IX.  The  Mon  language  is  used  still  by 
the  original inhabitantsof  Pegu,who  still 
denominate  themselves  Mon,  though 
the  Barmas  call  themselves  Talcing, 
and  the  Siamese  call  them  Mingrooo. 
Neither  has  this  language  beeo  culti- 
vated by  any  European  ',  and  the  only 
specimen  that  Dr.  L.  has  been  able  to 
find  is  in  the  Asiatic  Researches,  vol. 
5.  It  seems  to  be  original.  According 
to  our  author^  these  people  attained  ci- 
vilization earlier  than  the  Barmas,  and 
though  now  in  a  low  state,  they  were 
formerly  a  great  people.  The  Xth,  the 
Thuy  language.  This  is  that  used  by 
the  Siamese,  and  this  is  their  national 
name,  as  used  in  their  own  language. 
XI.  Next  we  come  to  the  Kbohmen 
language,  used  by  a  people  of  that 
name  residing  on  the  river  Meken,  or 
river  of  Khambu-chdt  or  Camboja. 

XII.  The  Law  language  is  used  bj 
an  inland  nation  of  that  name,  but 
which  the  Portuguese  pronounce  Lao, 
and  Laos,  in  their  plural,  as  these  peo- 
ple consist  of  different*  races. 

Xin.  Yhe  Anam  language,  being 
that  of  Cochin- China  and  Tonkin. 
This  has  been  better  understood  than 
several  others  j  at  least,  it  has  been  nrK>re 
cultivated  by  the  Catholic  missionaries, 
though  Dr.  L.  thinks  they  should  be 
called  Multiplicis  Idiomatis  Propaga- 
tores.  XIV.  I'he  last  language  is  the 
jPali.  This  is  the  sacred  language,  the 
same  as  the  Sanscrit  among  the  Hin- 
doo^, or  Arabic  among  ihe  followers  of 
I  lam.  I'he  Pail,  ilie  Prakrit,  and 
Zend,  constitute  the  most  ancient  dia- 
lects derived  from  this  sacred  language, 
the  Sanscrit.  The  great  mass  of  words 
in  these  dialedts  are  derived  from  San- 
scrit systematically,  according  to  cer- 
tain laws,  such  as  changing  letters, 
contraction,  and  permutation :  and 
their  connection  has  been  pointed  out 
by  Sir  William  Jones.  With  respto 
to  that,  which  is  the  suifdct'df' tee 
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preaeot  artiole^  tbc  Pali,  it  Is  employed 
as  the  language  of  religion,  commerce, 
and  science,  among  the  greater  part  of 
the  maritime  countries,  which  lie  be* 
tween  India  and  China,  though  it  has 
not  been  critically  attended  to  by  Eu- 
ropeans ;  and  such  as  have  attended  to 
k  at  al]>  Koemp^r,  La  Loubere,  Car* 


panios,  Paulinos,  Dr.  F.  Buchanan, 
and  la  Croze,  have  treated  of  it  vt  ry 
imperfectly  and  incorrectly. 

The  extent  of  this  connection  of  the 
Pali,  and  those  other  derived  languages 
from  the  Sanscrit,  may  be  judged  of 
from  the  following  specimen :— 


Sanscrit. 

Prakrit. 

Bali. 

Zmd. 

Man 

Perusha. 

Pureso. 

Buruhsa. 

Peoorosdio. 

Woman 

Stri. 

Tri. 

Ithi 

Stree. 

Daughter 

Putri. 

Pui. 

Butre. 

Pothre. 

Dr.  Leyden  pursues  this  way  of  mak- 
ing a  comparative  estimate  to  a  consi- 
derable extent ;  and,  after  producing 
a  specimen  of  Bali  from  the  Hatam- 
nan,  which  he  says  he  has  there  re- 
stored to  the  Sanscrit  without  dnng- 
ing  a  single  word,  he  observes  as  fol- 
lows :  "  This  specimen  may  serve,  in 
some  degree,  to  illustrate  the  relation 
which  the  Bali  bears  to  its  parent  San- 
scrit. The  passage  is  chosen  at  ran- 
dom, but  considerable  portions  of  Bali 
have  been  subjected  to  the  same,  or  to 
a  similar  process,  with  a  similar  result  -, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  it  applies  equally 
to  Prakrit  and  Zend,  though  words  of 
ao  origin  foreign  to  Sanscrit,  may  oc- 
casionally occur  in  all  the  three  dia- 
lects." 

We  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this 
article,  on  account  of  the.  Pali  being 
the  sacfed  language,  and  so  intimately 
related  to  the  Sanscrit,  of  which  notice 
will  be  taken  in  a  subsequent  article ; 
and  because  we  wish  to  shew  the  plan 
which  Dr.  L.  pursues  in  the  other  lan- 
guages, which  we  have  passed  over 
somewhat  superficially. 

In  eoncluding.  Dr.  L.  observes, 
*'  After  having  thus  briefly  stated  the 


origin  of  both  the  Bali  language,  and 
written  character,  1  should,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  plan  which  has  been  foU 
lowed  in  this  rapid  sketch,  proceed  to 
the  illustration  of  its  characteristic 
structure,  and  grammatical  pecufiari* 
ties,  with  the  relation  which  it  bears  to 
Prakrit  and  Zend :  but  these,  with  a 
view  of  Bali  literature,  and  its  influ- 
ence, as  a  leanied  language,  on  the 
Vernacular  Indo-Chinese  tongues,  I 
reserve  for  the  subject  of  another 
essay.  The  politeness  and  literary  leal 
of  Mr.  Colebrooke,  have  furnished  me 
with,  ample  fK:ilities  of  investigating 
the  Prakrit,  in  all  its  varieties  of  dia* 
lects ;  but  the  paucity  of  my  original 
materials  in  Bali,  and  the  total  want 
of  MSS.  in  Zend,  have  hitherto  pre- 
vented me  firom  giving  the  subject  so 
full  an  investigation  as  its  impbrtance 
requires ;  but  if  the  necessary  mate- 
rials can  be  procured,  I  hope  to  bo 
soon  able  to  submit  to  the  Asiatic  So- 
ciety the  result  of  my  enquiries.  Of 
the  Bali  language,  different  Koshas  and 
Vyakaranas  are  known  to  exist,  and 
several  of  them  are  to  be  procured  in 
Ceylon,  as  the  Bali  Subdamala,  Bala- 
vatara,  Nigandu^  and  Nigunda  Sana;" 


An  Account  of  trigonometrical  Operations  on  cromng  the  Pemmula  of 
Luiiay  and  connecting  Fort  St.  George  with  Mangdore.  By  Captain 
William  Lambton.  Communicated  by  the  honourable  William* 
Pbtrijs,  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George, 


Captain  L.  in  tins  essay,  confines 
himself  to  the  triangular  operations  in 
eoonecting  the  twp  seas^  and  the  me*    greis  from 


thod  bj  which  the  diflerence  of  longi- 
tude has  been  determined  in  his  pro- 
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cise  form  he  preyiqisly  states  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  carried  on  those  exten- 
sive observations  over  tlie  great  moun- 
tains, forming  the  eastern  and  western 
Ghauts,  and  throiigh  the  whole  extent 


from  Fort  St.  George  to  Max^abrt 
It  is  accompanied  with  a  plau  of  tbe 
triangles,  and  a  table  of  laiitodes  aod 

longitudes. 


V.  An  Account  of  tlie  Male  Plant,  which  furmshes  the  Medicine^  gnwi 
rally  called  Columboj  or  Coiuniba-,rot)t,  By  Doctor  An  drew  B£b&t, 
Member  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Fort  St.  George. 

The  Colomba,  is    the  Kaliimb  of    companied  with  a  plate,  andan^ifBi 
the  Africans.     This  short  ^sjiay  is  ac-     UAiion  of  the  figure^ 


VIIL  An  Account  of  Astronomhnl  Ohservnfions  taken  ai  the  honeam 
Companifs  ObffciTatorijj  near  Fort  St.  George  in  the  East  Ittdf€$yWtk 
years  1806  and  I807.  To  which  are  added  some  remarks  m  tk 
Declination  of  certain  Stars  and  of  the  Sun,  when  near  tlie  Zeiaikj 
that  place.  By  Captain  Joi^n  Wahukn,  of  H,  M.'s  33d  regiment  j 
foot. 


Mr.  Warren  observes,  in  reference 
to  his  obiervaiions  from  major  Lamb- 
tin's  Sector,  and  his  view  to  establi«xh 
permanently  the  latitude  of  the  Ma- 
dras observatory,  that  those  labo- 
rious and  dry  inquiries  could  aiTord 
but  little  entertainment  to  the  general 
readers,  aad  that  the  present  pap^r  c^^ 


only  claim  the  advau^r^e  of  Tccorfe 
good  observations,  taken  in  great  iks- 

.bers,  and  computed  with  scnipolij 
attention  ^  and  perhaps  of  a£Miog(ki 
to  asuonomr  in  other  climates, for fx- 

.  ther  investigation  into  the  «ftctt  ^ 
re(Vaciic4i, 


/X,  Tramlatioiis  of  Uco  Lethrs  of  Nadhir  S/w/z,  with  Inirodnd^ 
OhsetTations  in  a  letter  to  tlie  Premknt.  By  Brigadicr-genenil  to 
Malcoi-m. 


These  original  letters  of  Nadhir 
Shah  are  extracted  from  a  collection  of 
letters,  and  state  papers  of  Nadhir  Shah, 
publis  ed  atter  his  decease  by  his 
fevourite  secretary,  Merza  Mehedi,  a 


collection,  lield  in  great  esjitBitieo  J 
Persia,  both  on  account  of  ibeiigli^i 
throws  on  the  history  of  that  oocdIT) 
and  lor  the  excellency  of  thcstyk. 


VL     On  Sanscrit  and  Pxacrit  Poetry.    By  Henry  Thomas  CoUi 

j^RooKB,  Esq. 


The  design  of  this  essay  is  not  to 
enumerate  the  poetical  compositions 
current  among  the  Hindus,  nor  to  exa- 
mine their  poetry  by  maxims  of  cri- 
ticism allowed  in  Europe,  but  to  exhi< 


bit  the  laws  of  versification,  andtogi^ 
notices  of  sonie  of  the  most  ta^ 
poems  in  which  those  laws  hm^ 
exemplified.  The  learned  aaifiorei' 
plains  the  aim  of  this  easaj  iBtki^' 
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owing  manner.  "  An  inquiry  into  the 
rosody  of  the  ancient  and  learned  Jan- 
uage  of  India  will  not  be  deemed  an 
nnecessary  introduction  to  (he  extracts 
rom  the  Indian  poems,  which  may  be 
ccasionally  inserted  in  the  supplemen- 
ary  volumes  of  Asiatic  Researches, 
tid  our  Transactions  record  more  than 
me  instance  of  the  aid,  which  was 
lerived  from  a  knowledge  of  Sanscrit 
irosody,  in  decypheiing  passages  ren- 
lered  obscure  by  the  obsoleteness  of 
he  character,  or  by  the  inaccuracy  of 
he  transcripts.  It  will  be  found  simi> 
»rly  useful  by  every  person,  who  stu- 
dies that  Language :  since  MSS.  are  in 
general  grossly  incorrect,  and  a  fami- 
iiaricy  with  the  metre  will  frequently 
assist  the  reader  in  restoring  the  text 
where  it  has  been  corrupted.  Even  to 
those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
language,  a  concise  explanation  of  the 
Indian  system  of  prosody  may  be  cu- 
rious. I  am  prompted  by  these  consi- 
derations to  undertake  the  explanation 
of  that  system,  prom'rsing  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  original  works  in  which 
it  is  taught,  and  adding  noiicei  of  the 
poems  I  torn  which  examples  are  se- 
lected. 

Tlie  rules  of  j>ro5ody  nre  contained 
in  sutras,   or  href  aphorisms,  the  re- 
puted author  of  which  is  Pjngalanaga,  a 
fabulous  l\ing,   represented  by  myfho- 
logisls  in  the  shape  of  a  serpent  j  and 
,the  same,  who,  luider  the  iitle  of  Pa- 
tanjali,  is   the  supposed  author  of  the 
Mahabhashya,    or    great   commentary 
on  grammar,  and  also  of  the  text  of 
the  Gozas'  Astra  ;  and  to  whom  like- 
wise the  text  or  the  commentary  of  the 
Jyolish  annexed  to  the   Vedas  appears 
to   be  aUrihuted.      The  aphorisms  of 
Vingalacharya,  as  he  is  sometimes  called, 
on  the  prosody  of  Sanscrit  (exclusive 
of  the  rules  in  Pracrit  likewise  ascribed 
to  him)  are  collected  into  eight  books  j 
the  tirst  of  which  allots  names,  or  ra- 
ther literal  marks,  to  feet,  consistmg of 
one,  two,  or  three  syllables.     The  2d 
book  teaches  the    manner  in   which 
passages  of  the  Vedas  are  measured. 
The  3d  contains  the  variations  in  the 
sub-division  of  the  couplet  and  stanza. 
The  4th  treats  of  profane  poetry,  and 
especially  of  versesj  in  which  the  num- 


ber of  syllables,  or  their  quantity,  is 
not  uniform.  The  5th,  6ih,  and  7th, 
exhibit  metres  of  that  sort  which  has 
been  called  monoschemastic,  or  uni- 
form, because  the  same  feet  recur  in- 
variably in  the  same  places.  The  8th 
and  last  book  serves  as  an  appendix  to 
the  >yhole,  and  contains  rules  for  com- 
puting all  the  ix>ssible  combinations  of 
long  and  short  syllables  in  yerses  of  any 
length." 

There  are  more  ancient  writers  on 
this  prosody,  whose  works,  however, 
have  perished  :  so  that  Pingala's  Text 
is  now  considered  as  the  standard  book 
on  this  subject.  There  are  various 
comn^entators  on  Pingala,  particularly 
Helayudha  fihatta,  author  of  a  gloss, 
entitled  Mrita  Sanjivini ;  there  is  also 
a  commentary,  in  verse,  by  Narayana 
Bhatta  Tara,  remarkable  for  the  admis- 
sion of  double  senses,  of  which  the 
Indian,  Persian,  and  some  have  said 
the  Hebrew,  poesy,  is  sometimes  sus- 
ceptible. 

The  Agnipurana  is  considered  a  com- 
plete system  of  prosody,  apparently 
founded  on  Pingala's  Aphorisms,  and 
which  occasionally  serves  to  correct, 
or  supply  the  text  in  many  places.  Mr. 
.  Colebrooke  also  tells  us,  that  "  origi-  ^ 
nal  treatises  have  also  been  composed 
by  different  authors,  and  particularly 
by  the  poat  Calidasa."  He  adds,  that 
in  a  short  treatise  entitled  Sruta  Bod- 
ha,  Calidasa  teaches  the  lawij  of  versi- 
fication in  the  metres,  to  which  they 
relate,  and  has  thus  united  the  exam- 
ple to  ti>e  precept.  The  same  niode 
has  also  been  practised  by  many  others, 
and  particularly  by  Pingala's  commen- 
tator, Narayana  Bhatta,  and  by  authors 
of  the  Vritta  Retnacara,  and  Vritna 
derpana.  Calidasa's  Sruta  Bodha,  how- 
ever, exhibits  only  the  most  common 
sorts  of  metre,  and  is  founded  on  Pin- 
gala's Pracrit  rules  of  prosody. 

Sanscrit  is  well  known  to~  be  the 
sacred  language  of  the  Hindoos.  And 
Hemachandra,  who  wrote  a  grammar 
of  the  Pracrit,  says  *'  the  Pracrit  is  so  ^ 
called,  because  it  is  derived  from  the  ' 
Sanscrit.  The  Pracrit,  to  be  unde^*^ 
stood  in  this  essay,  is  the  languaj^e 
usually  employed  by  dramatic  w^-iters, 
and  not^  in  a  more  regular  sense  of  tho 
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term,  any  fegalar  pro?inciaI   dialect 
corrupted  from  the  Sanscrit. 

The  iilu^j rations  of  this  subject  arf 
made  in  a  way  of  great  research  =>nd 
^ice  observation.     The  extract  from 


what  Mr.  C.  caUs  ui  anriralled  dranA, 
Maiat'i-inad-'hava.  is  very  interesting, 
at)d  the  synoptical  tables  of  Indian  pro- 
8ody>  are  elaborate  and  curious. 


\m 


Remarks  upon  the  Authorities  qf  Mussulman  Imw.   By  J,  H,  Har- 
rington^ Esq. 


It  is  well  known,  that  the  Koran  is 
the  foundation  of  Mohammedan  law ; 
afid  that  it  is  supposed  to  have  been 
given  by  divine  revelation,  through  an 
angel  sent  to  Mohammed,  who  ap- 
pointed it  to  be  published  at  different 
times,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing 
his  disciples,  and  of  confuting  his  op- 
ponents; but  besides  these,  the  sayings 
of  Mahommed ;  the  public  and  private 


memorials  of  bis  wives,  and  meroo^ 
rials;  the  concnrrent  testimonies  c€ 
the  companions  of  Mohammed;  the 
various  opinions  of  ancient  legislatoni 
and  jurists,  and  precedents  established 
into  authorities,  and  confirmed  by  ex-^ 
perience, — 4hese  are  all  the  tjasis  of 
Musselman  law,  and  therefore  mal^  g 
part  of  this  interesting  essay. 


PussBNT  Statjr  ot  Turkey. 

^t^  present  state  &f  Turkey  ;  or  a  description  qf  the  political^  citM,  arA 
religious^  constitution,  government,  and  laws  of  the  Ottoynan  Empire  f 
ihefiuamces,  military  emd  nax^al  establishments ^  the  state  of  leatning, 
arid  of  the  liberal  and  mechanical  arts;  the  manners  arid  domestic 
aeonmriy  of  the  Turks,  and  other  subjects  of  the  Grand  Signor,  ^ 
together  icii/t  the  geographical,  political,  and  dvU  state  qf  the  prtn-^ 
cipatities  qf  Moldatia  and  WaUachia.  From  obseroaiUms  made  during 
^  residence  of  fifteen  years  in  Constanthiopk  and  the  Turkish  proc'mces, 
^y  Thomas  Thornton,  Esq.  2.  vols.  8vo,  Second  ELdition* 
(I/)ndoo,  1809;,     WUhthe following  epigraph: 

**  Nfc  9  fwtinantr  et  vehcrocnicr  occupatb  clcgantJam  orationis,  quam  ne  medtiams  qoideai 
Itt  otioMii  priBstare  possem,  rquum  esi  requircre.  Me  quidem  consolat>itur  nulbut  ixiettdacu 
fibi  iCQpsiciui  aniauMj  quod  est  in  hujusmodi  oarrationibus  praecipue  spcctanduin." 

BusBEQUii,  Epist.  I. 


On  readers  like  ourselves,  by  obli- 
gation, the  sight  of  such  an  advertis- 
ing tjtle-page  as  we  have  just  transcrib- 
ed, particularly  when  prefixed  to  a 
thick  quarto,  as  was  the  case  with 
the  first  edition  of  this  work,  has  a 
sort  of  benumbing  effect :  nor  did  we 
qnite  escape  that  iorpedo-Wke  influx 
ence,  till  we  had  formed  a  closer 
acquaintance  with  the  contents^  under 
^ts  present  more  improved^  aa  well  as 
fifiMS^at-abte  form.  We  are  glad  thus 
earfy  to  announce  oar  perfect  recovery 
frota  those  first  impressions^  and  to 
icommenpe  tm  gpconnt  of  tbk  work 


by  acknowledging  the  author  to  liam 
fulfilled  his  engagements^n  an  exem- 
plary manner,  and,  if  he  has  not 
actually  added  to  our  stock  of  knowi- 
ledge  on  the  subject  of  Tnrkey  in  the 
aggr^ate,  he  has  well  a|>plied  bis  la* 
hour,  in  extracting  and  methodizitig 
the  information  scattered  among  a  ihqI- 
titude  of  obsolete  works,  which  form  a 
labyrinth  from  whence  the  laminoos 
historian  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
tbe  Roman  Emphre  coil^plains  of  ttie 
ditficuhy  of  extrication.  Gibbon  exs- 
pressly  ackiiowledges  his  ignoraoce, 
whether  tbe  Xorks  bavi^  any  write n 
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Ider  than  Mohammed  11. ;  nor  coold 
6  reach  beyond  a  meager  chronicle 
Annates  Turcici  ad  annum,  1550,) 
ranslated  by  JohnGandier,  and  publish- 
d  by  Leonclavius*  with  copious  pan- 
eels,  or  commentaries.  The  history 
f  the  growth  and  decay  of  the  Oth- 
aan  Empire  (A.  D.  1300-1683)  was 
ranslated  into  English  from  tbe  La- 
in of  Demetrius  Cantemir^  prince 
f  Moldavia,  (London,  1734).  That 
Qlhor  waa  gnihy  of  some  blunders 
D  oriental  history ;  but  he  was  con- 
ersant  with  the  language,  and  official- 
Y  familiar  with  the  Turkish  institu- 
lons.  He  partly  drew  his  materials 
rom  the  synopsis  of  Saadi  Ef^endi 
»f  Larissa,  dedicated,  in  \6g6,  to 
Sultan  Mustafa.  A  General  History 
)f  the  Turks  to  the  year  l603,  by 
ICnollea,  has  been  praised  by  no  mean 
lathority,  in  one  of  the  Ramblers, 
IS  a  work  unhappy  only  in  the  choice 
Df  subject.  Yet  it  is  to  be  doubted, 
whether  a  verbose  compilation  of 
speeches  and  battles,  in  13  hundred  folio 
pages,  can  either  arouse  or  instruct 
an  enlightened  age,  which  requires, 
from  historical  writers,  some  tincture 
of  philosophy  and  criticism.  After 
these  books,  with  the  exception  of 
some  minor  and  obscure  publications, 
long  since  consigned  to  tho^e  aromatic 
repositories, 

■     in  vicum  vcndc-ntcm  ihus  ct  odoTS, 
£t  piper^  cc  quidquid  ch<)riis  amicitur  incptit* 
Ho  RAT,  Epi«t.  lib.  ii.cpi.  1. 

there  eommences  a  chasm  in  lite- 
rature, as  to  the  Oioman  Annals,  till 
we  corae  down  to  the  splendid  Ta- 
bleau de  l^empirt  Othoman,  a  part  only 
of  which  was  published  towards  the 
close  of  the  last  ceiitury,  by  Mourad- 
gea  d*Ohsson,  an  Armenitn,  in  the 
diplomatic  service  of  Sweden  ;  but 
which»  we  believe,  the  author  did 
not  live  to  complete ;  Gibbon  treau 
it  somewhat  too  cavalierly,  as  more 
aplendid  liian  useful.  This  was  ac- 
companied, or  followed,  by  the  amu- 
sing Memoirs  of  De  Tott,  by  tlie  local 
descriptions  of  the  judicious  Volne\« 
and,  sed  longo  proximus  intervailoy 
by  an  Anglo-Kussian  pamphlet,  enti* 
tied  a  Survey  of  the  Turkish  Empire^ 
by  ^  Mr.  MaXon,  on  whom  our  pre* 


lei^  author,  m  filing  up  the  chaau 
to  which  we  have  alluded,  talfes  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  infitcting  well* 
merited  castigation. 

Mr.  Thornton,  after  a  candid  eipo*> 
sition  of  his  motives  and  qualifications 
in  the  prefiH^e,  commences,  by  an  ia- 
troductory  chapter  of  enquiry  into 
the  causes  of  the  rise,  aggrandize- 
ment, and  debility  of  the  Ottorban. 
power,  quite  necessary  to  a  thoroQgh 
comprehension  of  the  subject,  both 
fairly  entered  into  and  well  written, 
although  the  author  apologises  for  his 
temerity  in  venturing,  haud  passilus 
iequis,  as  he  modestly  implies,  to 
succeed  Voltaire  and  Gibbon  in  ao  di£- 
ficuit  a  path. 

This  chapter,  which  treats  of  the 
origin  and  monarchy  of  the  Turks  ia 
Asia ;  the  emigr  tion  of  the  Othma- 
nidae,  [more  properly  Osmanides^Q 
and  thence  conducts  the  reader  from 
Osoian,  son  of  Ertogrul,  founder  of 
tbe  dynasty,  down  to  the  reign  of  the 
late  emperor,  Sultan  Seiim  IIL  dia* 
misses  this  part  of  the  subject,  some* 
what  too  abruptly  and  prematurely^ 
by  the  following  paragraph : 

"  The  Ottomans  endeavoured  to 
keep  aloof  from  the  storm  which  was 
produced  by  the  French  revolution, 
and  convulsed  the  governments  of 
Europe;  but  the  invasion  of  Egypt 
compelled  them  to  depart  from  their 
system  of  neutrality.  The  French 
retained  possession  of  that  country 
during  three  years;  and  it  was  re-*.- 
stored  to  the  dominion  of  the  Porte 
only  by  tlie  victories  of  the  English* 
The  circumstances  which  led  to  theae 
memorable  events  are  intimately  blend- 
ed with  the  general  history  of  Europe; 
and  the  interest  of  the  narative  could 
not  be  preserved  without  a  review  of 
tbe  changes  which  had  taken  place 
among  the  continental  states,  during 
a  period  of  almost  universal  hostility.  / 
The  plan  of  the  present  work  forbid^ 
me  to  enter  upon  the  subject,  an^ 
further  obliges  me  to  pass  over  without 
notice  the  expeditions  which  M^ere  af- 
terwards un;iertaken  by  the  English 
themselves  against  Constantinople  and 
Alexandria." 

The  tirst  Chapter  of  the  ifrork  itself 
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professes  to  give  a  general  view  of 
the  manners,  arts,  and  governraent 
•of  the  Turks,  under  the  several  heads 
of  —  National  character  —  Conduct 
compared  wjth  that  of  the  Romans,  and 
'of  the  Arabs — Foreign  learning  and  arts 
■^opted  and  imitated — The  Ottoman 
Suliaos  patrons  of  learning — Extent 
»nd  imperfection  of  Turkish  know- 
ledge, language,  literature,  in  printing, 
husbandry,  manufactures,  architecture, 
fculpture,  painting,  chronology,  geo- 
graphy, astrology,  medicint,  surgery, 
-navigation,  and  commerce — Roads  and 
travelling — Couriers — Abuse  of  power, 
and  evils  of  despotism  — Practicability 
i>f  improvement.  On  this  labt  head,  the 
author  observes,  that 

"  De  Tott  found  in  the  Turks  an 
aptitude  and  an  eagerness  for  mathe- 
maticM  knowledge ;  and  if  domestic 
tranquillity  and  external  peace  allowed 
nn  extensive  and  well-directed  study 
iif  the  mathematics,  they  would,  in 
a  few  years,  be  little  inferior  to  any 
nation  in  Europe.  No  branch  of 
science  is  of  such  universal  application 
xand  such  general  utility,  and  no  study 
so  effectually  roots  out  prejudices, 
•nd  inculcates  method.  On  the  ma- 
thematics depends  t  l)e  fi  rst  great  science, 
vithont  which  all  others  are  usele>s, 
the  science  of  national  defence  :  from 
the  mathematk's  flow  all  public  and 
private  works,  all  that  distinguishes 
civilization  from  barbarism,  and  by 
them  meo  ara  prepared  for  all  hitua- 
tions  in  life.  Without  them  even 
learning  l>ewiiders  itself  in  the  ma-, 
zesof  subtlety,  and  philosophy  wastes 
itself  in  conjectures." 

Chapter  II.  lends  ns  to'  the  con- 
«titnfion  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  ana- 
hsed  as  follows: — Multrka,  or  reli- 
gious code  of  laws — Canon n-nameh, 
or  imperial  institutes — Author  ty  and 
prerogatives  of  the  Sulmn  — Laws  of 
huccession— Princes  ot  the  bloo  I — The 
sultan's    vicegerents — Classes   of   the 


Ulema — Order  of  legal  dignities — Sob- 
ordination  of  the  priesthood — Privi- 
leges and  powers  of  the  Ulema-^Grand 
Vezir — Divaan,  or  council  of  state — 
Sublime-Porte,  or  Ottoman  cabinet-— 
Government  of  provinces,  and  reve- 
nues of  ihe'iT  governors,  the  Pashas — 
Their  uKxies  of  life,  and  prccarious- 
ness  of  tbeir  oiiices — Reflections  on 
the  sultan's  dirtct  interlerence  in  go- 
vernment, in  administering  justice, 
and  in  conducting  war — SubjeiHion  of 
the  people — Political,  civil,  and  reli- 
gious distinctions — Means  of  redrew 
agamst  tyranny  and  oppression. 

Of  tliese  we  shall  select  the  expla- 
naiion  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  as  being 
a  term  in  very  common,  and  as  com» 
luonly  in  erroneous  use. 

**  The  palace  of  the  grand  vizir,  by  a 
nieliiphor  tamiliar  to  most  of  ihe  Eas- 
tern languages,  is  called  the  porte,  or 
king's  gate,*  and  hence  the  Ottoraao 
court  assumes  the  name  of  the  Sublime 
}\>rie  in  all  public  transactions.  It  has 
been  said,  that  this  appellation  is  de- 
rived Irom  the  gate  of  the  seraglio, 
tab-kumasun  j  and  Pr.  Dallaw^y  ia 
some  degree  contirms  it  by  asserting, 
that  the  Sitbiinie  Port^  resembles  a 
bastion.f  Rut,  though  it  be  true, 
that,  in  the  e^tx,  the  gate  of  a  pabce  is 
the  priiuipal  and  iiiosi  magiviticentpart 
of  tiie  building,  and  under  its  vestibule 
the  princes  and  nobles,  like  the  chk*f 
of  a  hoi»je  of  A  tabs  at  the  dopr  ot'  bis 
tent,  cxerci>e  hospitality  and  adminis- 
ter jubtuej  \el  the  inconvei>ience  cf 
such  a  situation  tor  tran>at  ting  the  bu- 
biuess  of  a  gre;il  empire  n)ust  soon 
ha\esuggestea  the  necessity  of  a  sepa- 
rate establishment  lor  lije  vizir.  Ihe 
iKjU)e  ol  the  purie  was.  however,  con- 
tinued to  thai  part  of  the  city  to  which 
the  public  business  was  transferred,  on 
account  ot  the  sameness  of  its  p>olitical 
uses,  and  trom  its  continuing  to  ser\e 
as  the  door  of  communication  between 
the  sultan  and   his  subjects. |      Ihe 


*  *•  Dir,  mot  persan,  qui  »!gnifie  port^,  d^iene  dans  tout  TorieDt  la  cour  d*un  prince 
i»ouveraia.*  **  (Tab.  Gen.  t.  ii.  p.  99.)  Ste  also  a  conjecture  on  the  hundred  gates  of 
'ihtfbes,  in  a  note  in  Volney's  Kuini. 

f  See  Constantinople,  ancient  and  modern,  p.  20.  The  comparison  indeed  is  unfortunate, 
fur  there  is  no  part  of  fortification  which  the  imperial  ji:ate  less  resembles  than  a  bastion, 

I  '*  Mr.  Eton,  though  he  had  passed  through  Constautinople,  appears  ignorant  even  of 
thf  local  situation  of  the  palace  called  the  ported  He  says  *  all  the  busiiress  of  government 
u  transacted  in  the  seraglio :  the  council  itself  is  callea  the  divAn,  and  the  place  of  public 
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Sublime  Porte,  however,  so  little  re- 
sembles a  bastion,  that  it  even  follows 
the  per&on  of  the  sovereign  -,  and  Soli- 
xnan  the  first,  in  conformity  with  this 
opinion,  when  at  the  head  of  his  army 
in  Persia,  ordered  an  officer  con- 
victed of  treachery  to  be  sent  to  him 
forpunishment,directini^  that  he  should 
be  tfroughi  in  irons  to  the  porte.'* 

We  think   the  philological  reader, 
as  well  as  the  orientalist,  may  not  be 
displeased  at  our  amplifying  tlie  au- 
thor's accourn  of  the  personal  preroga- 
tives,   &c.  of  the  Ottoman  sultaun  ; 
by  the  following    e^^planation  of  one 
of  his  titles,  so  very  familiar  in  its  use 
atnongsi  us,  as  to  be  almost  official ; 
naniely,  **  the  Grand  Signor"     Titles 
frequently  remain,  when  the  ocasions 
of  making  them  are  forgotten.     For 
that  of  the  **  Great  Turk/*  we  must 
go  back   to  the  time  of  Mohammed 
II.    the    first  Ottoman  emperor,    on 
•whom  the    Christians  bestowed  that 
title,  owing  to  the  vast  extent  of  his  dc- 
minions,  compared  with  those  of  the 
saltaun   of    Iconium,  or  Cappadocia, 
bis  contemporary,  who  was  compara- 
tively styled  the  '*  Little  Tuik.*  After 
the  taking  of  Constantinople,  (29ih  of 
May,    1453,)    the    foimer    deprived 
t.ie  latter  ot  his  dominions  j  but,  though 
the  propriety   of  the  distinction   was 
by  this   incident  lost,  the  title  itself 
was    preserved:    Its  use  in  England, 
uuder  an  Italian  disguise,    is  one  of 
those  absurd  anomalies  for  which  we 
do   not  pretend  here  to  account  any 
more  than    for    its    counterpart,    the 
French  word    purte,    to  describe    in 
Jlinglish!    the  figurative  *'   gate,"  or 
otBcial  residence,  of  the  Turkish  mi- 
nistry.    Such   H  the  perennial  quality 
of  corruption  in  languages. 

Chapter  III.  enters  upon  the  admi- 
nistration of  civil  ^nd  criminal  law ; 
which  is  investigated  in  the  various 
branches  of — Justices  and  magistrates 
— Mekheraeh,  or  tribunal  of  the  Ka4- 


hi — Practice  of  the  coarts  of  law— • 
Administration  of  civil  law  —  False 
witnesses,  and  inaccuracy  of  investiga- 
tion-i-Avanea,  or  vexatious  prosecu- 
tion— Proceedii^gs  in  criminal  casei— » 
Torture. 

Mr.  Thornton's  account  of  the  in^ 
fliction  of  the  last-mentioned  process^i 
(p.  212)  besides  giving  a  specific  caso 
corroborating  an  anecdote  in  De  Tott's 
memoirs,  will  serve  to  convey  a  cor-, 
rect  idea  of  the  measured  and  unas- 
snming  style  of  these  volumes,  even  in 
treating  of  subjects,  on  which  some 
authors  are  too  apt  to  appeal  rather  to 
the  passions  than  to  the  judgment  of 
their  reader. 

*'  Torture  is  secretly,  but  not  unfre- 
quently,  practised.  The  motive  for 
inflicting  it  is  generally  to  extort  the 
confession  of  concealed  property ;  and 
the  scene  of  these  inhuman  proceed- 
ings is  a  building  within  the  walls  of 
the  seraglio,  called  the  oven,  because  it 
was  formerly  used  as  such  by  the  boS" 
tangu.  The  rich  r^yahs  are  frequently 
employed  as  bankers  to  the  vizir  and 
■  other  great  officers  of  state,  a  charge 
hazardous  at  best,  and  sometimes  fa- 
tal ;  for  though  the  advantages  of  it 
are  great,  and  the  influence  which  it 
procures  is  flattering  to  vain  or  ambi- 
tious men,  yet  they  are  exposed  to  the 
prying  eyes  of  a  suspicious  court,  and 
are  usually  involved  in  the  ruin  of 
their  employer.  The  minister,  know- 
ing the  uncertainty  of  his  continuance 
in  office,  and  apprehensive,  that  hii 
riches  will  be  swallowed  up  in  his  dis- 
grace>  secretly  lodges  money  with  some 
confidential  person,  from  whom, 
through  caution,  he  takes  no  writteti 
acknowledgment.  This  he  keeps  in 
reserve  against  the  evil  hour,  or,  should 
his  life  terminate  with  his  office,  di- 
rects the  disposal  of  it  to  those  for 
whom  no  provision  can  legally  be 
mad^.     On  the  deposition  of  a  public 


audience  the  porte,  or  gate.*  '  Betide«  the  vijrir,  all  the  other  ^eat  pul)lic  officers  of  the 
empire  resideat  at  Conscantiuople,  iqbabit  the  seraglio,  or  at  least  have  their  offices  there.* 
(Survey  of  the  Turkish  empire,  p.  26,  37).  Mr.  Griffiths,  who  was  engaged  in  makiDg 
observations  '  on  the  same  subject  and  occurrences,  and  at  the  same  time,'  as  Mr.  £rou,  (see 
Travels,  p.  168).  dilTers  however,  in  this  instance,  bo  far  from  him  in  the  result  of  hit 
f  esearches  as  to  nustakc  the/«r/ri  or  gate,  for  the/»r/  or  harbour.    (PfSV(74r^^^  ^^^" 
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muitter,  tberefbre,  bis  baBken,  and 
others  suspected  of  intioiacy  with  him^ 
are  appli^  to  for  the  delivery  of  all 
which  they  possess  in  his  name.  If 
the  sum  fall  short  of  expectation,  they 
are  tortured,  till  they  either  confess, 
that  they  ha?e  more,  or  till  they  sup- 
ply tkte  sum  re<)uired  from  their  own 
capitals :  but^  if  they  are  rich,  even 
this  confisssion  does  not  always  save 
their  lives.  I  was  acquainted  with  an 
Armenian,  who  had  boien  confined  and 
tortured  into  the  renunciation  of  all 
his  hereditary  and  acquired  property*. 
His  partner,  more  resolute,  had  re- 
sisted, even  to  death,  all  the  horrible 
means  employed  to  force  him  into  a 
confession  -,  and  by  this  tueans  he  left 
bia  £imily  in  afflpence.  1  have  listened 
with  horror  to  the  relation  of  their 
•ufFerings,  which  were  aggravated  by 
the  constant  presence  of  the  execu« 
tiooer,  who  would  insultingly  com* 
piaiii  of  the  £itigue  of  his  moming*s 
duty^  and  exact  from  them  the  most 
menial  services,  and  at  every  repast 
dip  inta  the  same  dish  with  them  his 
band  reeking  with  their  blood.*' 

Cliapter  IV.  very  properly  follows 
^  the  preceding  commentary  on  ct« 
▼il  process,  by  an  investigation  of  the 
military  force  of  the  Ottomans  thus 
classed  — >  Military  divisions  of  the 
empire — Feodal  system  of  the  Otto- 
laaos — Ziamets  and  llmars^ — Janiza^ 
xies-r-Adjem-oghkns,  Cappt-kooli,  or 
other  bodies  of  infantry  receiving  pay 
ifowi  the  government,  viz.  Topgi,  Jeb- 
bed^,  sakka;  and  Spahee  (or  sepoy) 
(eavalry -I- Serratrkooli,  or  troops  re- 
ceiving pay  firom  the  Pashas — Order  of 
encampment,  tents>  afid  camp-equi- 
fM^e-HMethod  of  supplying  the  army 
with  provisions-^Order  of  march  and 
battle*— Attack  ^d  defence-»-Laws  of 
.  war,  and  t|ea(ment  of  captjves — "^^ur- 
l^isb  n#Ty. 

The  existing  circumstapees  under 
vhieb  the  Ottoman  empire  at  pre><ent 
ia  placed ,-at  actual  war  with  a  puwer- 
lol  neighbour,  and  menaced  with  still 
fnove  formidable  attacks  under  the  in- 
^ncDce  <J(  what  has  acquired  the  name 


of  the  '^  contlnenlal  syatom,"*  voqUI 
induce  us,  if  space  permitted  to  make  a 
considerable  extract  from  this  military 
chapter :  but  as  it  is,  we  must  content 
ourselves  with  the  following  very  brief 
but  descriptive  sketch  of  a  Turkish 
camp. 

*'  General  Koehler,  who  afterwards 
commanded  the  British  detachment 
which  joined  the  grand  visir's  army  in 
the  expedition  against  the  French  io 
Egypt,  mentioned  to  me,  that  he  had 
made  inquiry  of  a  renegade  from  our 
own  country,  named  Inghiliz  Mustafii» 
respecting  the  order  observed  in  the 
arrangement  of  a  Turkish  camp,  and 
that  Mustafa  answered  only  by  scatter- 
ing about  on  the  table  a  quantity  of  the 
small  pieces  of  Turkish  money  called 
paras.  But  Mustafa,  from  a  loog  resi- 
dence among  the  Turks,  had  adopted 
'  so  much  of  the  figurative  inaccuracy 
of  Oriental  language,  that  he  williog- 
ly  sacrificed  a  considierable  portion  of 
truth  to  the  attainment  of  a  jest,  or  a 
conceit.  As  such  his  reply  must  be 
aUowed  to  possess  some  meritj  parti« 
cularly  as  it  does  not  ill  describe  that 
general  state  of  confusion  which  has 
been  observed  of  late  years  to  exist  in 
the  camps  c^  the  Ottonans}  but  we 
shall  err  if  we  adopt  as  a  certain  truth, 
what  should  be  considered  only  as  a 
sally  of  the  imagination.*' 

Chapter  V.  is  oa  the  finances  of 
the  empire  and  revenues  of  the  sultan, 
viz.  System  of  finance  under  the  feo- 
dal government  <«^  Divisions  of  the 
Turkish  public  treasury^^-Souroes  of 
revenue ;  land  tax,  property  tax«  cus- 
toms, poll  tax,  monopoly,  mines,  es* 
cheats  and  forifeitures,  coinage  and  trW 
bute — Expenditure — Thp  fixed  and 
casual  revenues  of  the  sultan — Dowe- 
ries  and  pensions — Niaaamri-jedid,  or 
new  financial  regimen  of  Selim  UI* 
comprehending  system  of  excise* 

Ciiapter  VI.  is  on  the  prepress  and 
decline  of  the  Ottoman  Rower— an 
ample  fi^ld,  as  th^  foUowii^  syllabva 
will  suffice  to  shew. — Greatness  apd 
power  of  the  Tnrkish  dominton— 
Alarm  of  Christendom — Consequences 


*  -^Thit  w«s  Cottl^ 


badiff  la  §Lm^  Faiha,  whofe  9^ntMm  m  laemiMiod  by  ^ 
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of  tlie  hiventitm  cf  gunpowder-— 
Turkish  government  over  tributary  lub- 
jects^and  over  Mussulmans— Partition 
of  lands  to  the  conquerors— Sources  of 
revenue — inefficiency  of  the  military 
system — Considerations  on  the  proba- 
ble destinies  of  the  Turks ;  on  the 
justice  or  policy  of  expelling  them 
from  £urope-— On  the  emancipation 
of  the  Greeks — ^Tbe  modern  compared 
with  the  antient  Athenians  and  Spar- 
tans— Causes  of  the  .superiority  of  the 
antients,  and  of  die  decline  of  national 
character  among  the  modern  Greeks- 
Apprehensions  of  the  Turks  from  the 
power  of  Russia — History  of  the  first 
wat  with  the  czar  of  Muscovy — Con- 
sequences of  the  conquest  of  Turk^ 
to  Russia^  to  the  other  states  of  Europe, 
and  to  the  Ottoman  subjects— Ru^ian 
chuith  and  government — Examination 
of  the  arguments  for  dispossessing  the 
Turks— Remoteness  of  melioration— 
The  religion,  morals,  manners,  and 
customs,  form  the  subject  of  Chapter 
VII.  in  which  are  described  —  The 
physical  constitution,  and  general  ha- 
bits, moral  and  religious  education, 
popular  belief  and  practice  of  the 
Turks,  eriests,  dervishes  and  6mirs — 
Pilgrimage  to  Mecca — Predestination — 
Invocation  of  saints — Faith  in  the  effi- 
cacy of  amulets,  relics,  and  enchant- 
ments i  and  belief  in  omens  and  dreams 
—Prejudice  against  pictures — Punish- 
ment of  apostacy — Morality  and  pro- 
telytism— Modes  of  proposing  Isla- 
mism  to  unbelievers — Public  charities, 
hospitality  and  alms — Tenderness  to- 
ward brute  animals — Turkish  character: 
austerity,  irritability,  intemperance  in 
the  occasional  use  of  wine  ai)d  opium, 
covetousness,  ambition,  hypocrisy,  and 
behaviour  to  strangers — Virtues  of  the 


middle  clan — Clothing  imd  baths^* 
Luxuries  and  amusement;  convemn 
don,  story-^ellmg,  ombres-chiooises^ 
dancers,  gladiators  and  wreatlert— Ge» 
neral  health — The  plague  •— Bnriak, 
mourning,  and  mortuary  monuments. 

We  do  not  recollect  the  iconoclastic 
prejudtcea  of  the  Orientals  to  have  bees 
so  well  defined  in  any  modem  ilather 
as  in  the  following  passage. 

*'  The  Persians  paint  whole  pictwes* 
and  commonly  insert  them  in  their  his- 
torical writings.  But  the  Turkic  in 
general,  consider  it  unlawful  to  painty 
though  not  to  describe  in  words,  any 
other  parts  of  the  human  body  than 
the  hands  and  feet  of  Mahomet,  the 
body  of  the  prophet  being  always  con- 
cealed by  the  wings  of  legions  of 
angels;  and  they  firmly  believe,  that 
angels  can  enter  no  house  where  tlwrc 
are  portraits  of  men*.  The  Muii- 
suknan,  in  the  performance  of  the«am- 
maz,  is  ordered  to  throw  off  any  parts 
of  his  dress  which  are  made  of  sttift 
on  which  are  represented  the  figores  of 
men  or  other  atrimals,  and  to  turn  hk 
face,  during  his  devotions,  from  the 
sight  of  portraits  or  pictures,  unlesa 
they  describe  only  the  heads  of  irra« 
tional  animals,  or  pieces  of  inanimate 
nature ;  but  foreign  coin,  though  bear- 
ing the  impression  of  human  figofes^ 
does  not  invalidate  their  prayers,  and 
may  be  carried  about  them  even  during^ 
th^ir  journey  to  the  holy  city  of  Mecca. 
The  stnndards  of  many  of  the  compa- 
nies of  janizaries,  the  ships  of/War^ 
and  even  the  coffee- houses  and  shops 
of  tradesmen,  are  decorated  with  rude 
and  grotesque  representations  of  bifdf 
and  quadrupeds,  and  the  bai^ge  of  the 
sultan  supports  a  golden  eafi;le  on  its 
prow.f      We  have   the  authority  of 


*  «  *  The  Mahomettn  religion,*  lays  Mr.  Eton,  *  has  no  medium  of  commttnicatioh  with 
the  arts,  and  is  fundamentally  gloomy.'  (p.  194,  196).  If  Mr.  £tou  means  the  arts  of 
painting  and  statuary,  he  is  right;  for  they  are  banished  from  the  mosque  as  rigorously  as 
from  the  synagogues  of  the  Jews,  or  the  churches  of  several  denomioations  of  Christiana. 
But,  as  the  subjects,  on  which  these  arts  are  generally  exercised  in  the  churches  of  the 
Christians  who  admit  the  use  of  them,  are  tortures  and  death,  it  may  be  apprehended,  that 
they  throw  somewhat  of  gloom,  even  upon  our  holy  religion.  Arcoitecture  and  the  orna- 
mental aru  are  consecrated  as  much  to  Isiamism  as  to  Christianity.  But  such  is  the.  con- 
aection  between  the  arts  that  all  become  vitiated  in  practice  from  the  partial  exclttsi«a 
of  any  one  of  them." 

f  **  Nous  citerons  encore  I'usage  constant  et  general  des  ombres  chinotae^,  et  le  debit 
Cominiielj'qnoique  tOujours  clandestin,  de  figures  d'homraes  et  de  femmes  dassitie^  sur  du 
^pter.  I^ea  obsoenit^  qa'elles  rtpr^seotent  sont  tellcmenc^  du'^out  de  la  natiofU  W9  f  cux 
out  oaroiMeat  avoir  le  dIus  de  reoumance  DOur  les  oroductioos  du  ninceau.  ne  se  font  nas 


SlO 


AStAtIC  ANNtJAL  REGlSTBR,  isdg. 


Prince  Cantemir  and  the  chevalier 
d'Obsson  for  the  existence  of  a  regular 
•erieg  of  the  portraits  of  all  the  Otto- 
man sovereigns  in  the  seraglio  3  and  I 
have  seen  a  pocket-book  belonging  to 
the  present  sultan,  containing  engraved 
portraits  of  the  most  distinguished  cha- 
racters of  our  own  time.  It  was  sent 
to  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  that  he  might 
communicate  some  historical  anecdotes 
^£  Admiral  Lord  Nelson  j  and  I  re- 
marked among  the  prints  the  likenesses 
of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  Catherine  the 
Second,  and  Marshal  Suwarow.*' 

We  are,  moreover,  tempted  to  give 
another  passage  from  this  chapter  on 
the  use  and  abuse  of  opium,  &c.  be- 
cause the  pretended  anecdote  of  a  cor- 
rosive-sublimate eater  has  been  in 
some  degree  accredited,  and  that  very 
recently  by  more  than  one  literary  jour- 
Dal  in  England. 

.  "Those  who  intoxicate  themselves 
with  opium  are  stigmatized  with  the 
appellation  of  teriaki.  The  lavish  use 
of  that  drug  seems  successively  to  ex- 
hilarate, to  lull,  to  depress,  and  to  acce- 
lerate both  corporal  and  mental  decay. 
To  some  it  is  by  habit  rendered  s(\  ne- 
cessary, thai  the  fast  of  the  month  ram- 
mazan,  during  which  they  are  deprived 
of  it  in  the  day  time,  becomes  a  serious 
penance.  I  have  been  assured  by  a 
Turk,  but  I  do  not  Warrant  his  asser- 
tion, that,  in  order  to  alleviate  their 
sufferings,  they  swallow,  besides  their 
usual  pill  at  the  morning  ezann,  a  cer- 
tain number  of  pills  wrapt  up  in  seve- 
ral folds  of  paper,  which  will,  as  they 
suppose,  resist  the  powers  of  the  i»to* 
mach  for  different  lengths  of  time,  and 


be  dissolved  in  doe  rotation^  so  as  u 
correspond  with  their  usual  allowance. 
Dr.  Pouqueville  cites  a  still  more  re- 
markable   fact,   which,    ahbough  he 
omitted  to  confirm  it  by  his  own  ioqui- 
ries,  he  says^  cannot  reasoniibly  beqi%s. 
tioned  since  every  tody  agrees  in  assni' 
ing  its  truth,      MM.  HufBn  and  Dsi. 
tan  (both  dragocnans  attached   to  the 
service   of  the   French  legation,  aiuj 
both  worthy  members  of  the  cor|K  to 
which  they  belong),  assured  him,  that 
in  the  year  1800  there  existed  in  Coo- 
staniinople  a  Turk,  known  tothewbi^ 
town   under  the    name    of  SultyaoR 
yeycn,  or  Soliman  the  taker  qf  corrosk: 
suilimate.     '  This  man,' says  Dr.  Ptia- 
queville,  *  was  a  rare  instance  of  Iod- 
gevity.      He  was   nearly  an   hundred 
years  old  when  I  was   iti   CunstaDtioo 
ple.     In  his  early  youth  he  bad  hatii- 
tuated  himbclf  to  take  opium,  till  ac 
last,  though  he  augmented  his  dose,  it 
tailed  in  producing  its  effect.     He  b^ 
heard  of  corrosive  sublimate,  ar,d  iub- 
stituied  the  daily  use  of  it  to  that  of 
opiuqi :  his  dose  exceeded  a  drachm, 
and  i)e  had  regularly  taken   it  for  op- 
wards  of  thirty  years.''    I   am  less  ac- 
quainted than  Dr.  Pouqueville  with  the 
Ctfects  commonly  produced   by  cono* 
sive  sublimaie)  but  without  indolgioj 
in  scepticibm  a»  to  the  n^arvellouspart 
of  the  story,  1  cannot  persuade  mysdf 
(unless  it  be  an  acknowledged  qi^alitj 
of  corrosive  sublimate  to  exhilarare  ia 
the  manner  of  opiuni),   that   even  a 
Turk  could  persist  for   thirty  years  ia 
the  daily  custom  of  swallowing  such  a 
fiery  and  poisonous  draught*.'* 
The  manners  and  customs  of  the 


♦  "  Voyage  en  Mor^e,  &c.  t.  ii.  p.  125. 

•*  1  ought  not,  however,  to  omit  pointing  out  some  incongts^ences  in  the  «ory^  which  ar^ 
•to  glaring  that  it  is  wonderful  how  they  could  have  escaped  Dr.  Pouqueviile's  nodct. 
<The  firbt  estay  of  this  tiAer  0/  cvmsive  tuUimate  wag  made  in  the  shop  of  a  Jewish  apothe- 
cary. Soliman  called  fur  a  drachm  of  the  mineral,  diluted  it  in  a  glass  of  water,  asd 
drank  it  off,  to  the  astonishment  and  terror  of  the  a^thecary,  who  wa«  aUrmed  lest  be 
•houtd  be  accused  of  poisoning  a  Turk.:  he  shut  up  \\u  shop,  «ind  was  filled  with  anxiety 
when  he  reflected  on  the  consequences  which  he  expected  must  necessarily  ensue.  But  the 
next  day,  great  was  his  surprise  at  the  re-appearauce  of  Soliman,  who  came  to  his  shop 
for  a  repetition  of  his  dose.  Now  the  shutting  up  of  his  shop  must  l)e  understood  as  the 
net  of  absconding!  for  if  it  mean,  that  he  metelj  closed  his  window  shutters  to  open  them 
agahi  the  next  morning,  this  circumstance  indicated  no  apprehension  of  danger,  peirher 
can  it  b«  considered  at  a  precautionary  measure,  and  shou  d  pot  have  V»een  mentioned.  Bet 
how  can  we  reconcile  the  circumstance  of  the  apothecary's  flight  with  that  ot  kMAp^rHHiat 
attendance  in  the  shop  on  the  very  next  morning  ?  This  absurd  story  gives  me  ap  oppor- 
tunity, not  only  of  showin||r,  that  Dr.  PouqtieviUe  ha«  listened  with  too  muck  ^x^if^jXf  to 
tilt  i<flt  talts  of  4r»fomMn|  but  alio  tbatht  has  UiteiMd  with  too  much  cppipucinM^  » 
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ttten  having  been  treated  of  in  the 
seventh,  the  domestic  economy  of  the 
women  is  reserved  for  ihe  eighth  chap- 
ter 5  a  separation  which  (as  the  author 
premises  in  his  preface  to  the  second 
edition)  has  been  already  pronounced 
to  be  injudicious  by  certain  critics^ 
because  the  subject  of  bcth  is  nearly 
the  same.  He  has,  however,  persisted 
in  this  subdivision  of  liis  subject,  add 
accordingly,  in  compliance  with  the 
notorious  opinion  of  tlie  east,  been 
inducei  lo  consider  the  harem  as  whoU 
]y  distinct  from  the  male  establishment 
of  a  I'urkish  ftimily. 

Travellers  do  not  appear  to  have 
justly  estimated  the  situation  of  fe- 
males in  the  Levant.  They  afe  mostly 
considered  as  of  small  importance  in 
Ihe  state :  they  are  represented  as  in  a  • 
slavish  subserviency  to  tins  passious  of 
theothersex;  and  because  the  grandees 
keep  beautiful  concubines  secluded 
from  the  vulgar  gaze,  due  distinction 
does  not  appear  lo  have  been  mnde 
between  them  and  well-born  women. 
But  attention  to  the  Oriental  languages 
and  customs  will  give  us  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  such  indiscriiuinate  obser- 
vations are  partial,  superSciaJ,  and  in- 
conclusive. 

Moldavia  and  Wallakia  occupy 
Chapter  IX.  in  which  is  a  valuable 
contribution  of  statistical  and  political 
knowledge.  And  the  whole  is  wound 
op  by  an  appendix,  containing  the 
physical  history  of  Byzas — Climate, 
gituation  and  soil  of  Byzantium  -  Ex- 
tent of  the  city  and  its  ports— Chalce- 
don — The  Bosporus — I'he  Euxiue— 
The  Pro[)oniis — The  Hellespont — The 
island  Leuce — Cursus  Achillib — Anti- 


ent  Greek  establishoients,  on  thenorth'^ 
era  shores  of  the  Eu&ine  Sea. 

Hitherto  our  task  has  been  one  gra- 
tifying succession  of  approbation ;  waA 
as  we  know  full  well  there  is  but  one 
way  of  pleasing  an  author,--!,  e.  un-^ 
qualified  praise,  we  would  willinglf 
stop  .  here,  if  duty  did  not  enjoin  our 
declaring,  that  the  work  is  nqt  alto- 
gether free  from  oversights,  which, 
if  venial,  are  not  few  ;  and  is  dispa- 
raged by  the  absence  of  much  mate- 
rial information.  The  limits  of  this 
publication  forbid  us  to  enter  into 
more  details,  as  they  have  already  de- 
barred us  from  much  amusing  quota- 
tion ;  but  we  will  just  mention,  that 
the  author  has  not  accurately  described 
the  otncial  situation  of  a  renowned 
British  commander  in  1  urkey,  notwith- 
standing he  very  justifiably  prides  him- 
self on  a  personal  and  friendlyaoquaint* 
ancewith  that  officer  (SirSidneySmith) 
in  the  preface,  page  5.  Nor  has  he 
duly  availed  bimhclf  of  that  access 
to  give  us  more  ample  knowledge 
of  his  admirable  defence  of  the  Otto- 
man bulwark  inSyria,St.John  of  Acrei 
or  ro  aid  us  in  developing  the  real  causes 
of  the  tailure  of  that  commander's  un- 
doubtt'd  chef'd'teuvre^  the  convention  of 
El'Aarish.KoXi  we  must  repeat,  are  we 
satisfied  with  his  inconclusive  reasons 
for  declining  to  do  his  duty,  as  an  his- 
torian, by  the  reign  of  Selim  III.  whicl^ 
reasons  are  given  in  our  first  extract.  . 

Mr.Twe<ldeli'8  country  menand  rela- 
tives,as  well  as  his  academical  associates 
at  Cailibridge,  we  believe,  looked  for 
a  more  ample  account  of  his  classical 
peregrinations,  and,  above  all,  his  lite- 
rary remains,    than  the  meager  and 


the  sue^ettions  of  vanity,  in  over-rating  htK  own  acquirements.  Dr.  Poiiqueville  uket 
occaftioii  (t.  ii,  p.  2 IS)  in  reUting  another  itory  fivbich  in  my  ecttssience  I kfUe^g  t9  ie  mo  Uj$ 
f  die  than  this  of  Sdiman)^  tu 'insinuate,  that  he  Rpec'k^  the  Turki»h  bnguage  with  so  much 
fluency  as  to  astonish  even  the  natives.  But  in  the  Mory  of  the  taker  •/  iotrarji  sublimate  he 
evidently  (ieinonstrHtes,  that  he  U  wholly  i^orant  of  the  Turkish  language.  Sufeyman  yeyen^ 
he  tflls  us,  means  Solimun  the  taker  of  eonoii've  suitlimite.  To  the  rtAder  unskilled  in  eastern 
literature  it  must  appear  no  le«6  curious  tiiao  it  did  to  Mo'iert's  **  bourgeois  geotilhomme,*' 
chat  the  Turkish  language  should  be  so  concise  and.compreheoiive  as  to  express  in  a  singU 
word  a  whole  complex  sentence.  Suleyman  \%  the  proper  name  of  the  hero  of  the  farci»«  pt^ 
that  consequently  the  secret  of  this  extraordinary  strength  of  stomach  must  besought  ftftfff 
in  a  careful  analysis  of  the  word  yeyen.  Now  ycyen  is  the  particle  present  of  theifctive 
verb jww^i.  "to  eat,"  and  simply  signifies  <«  eating."  ♦•  SoHniau  the  eater, or  the  gluttof^ 
is  the  only  interpretation  which  the  words  will  adm't  of,  blit  eveo  that  ia  iJl-ex{tfos;«4  w 
1^r)u%\khy  SmUymOfiyeysn** — Auruos..  v.  iW 
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osleAtDttaos  trtbute  eked  out  with  a 
compitmecitary  letter,  in  the  same 
Mft  tjf  the  work,  page  6,  If  Mr. 
TtMnraton  should,  however,  not  pos« 
iett  more  knowledge  on  the  subject, 
than  he  favours  us  with,  we  advise 
litin  to  turn  to  a  respectible  periodical 
iRork,  the  Naval  Chronicle,  (vol. 
^.)  wherein  he  will  find  a  pas- 
sage which  bdars  such  internal  evi- 
deate  of  being  written  by  an  eye-wit- 
ness, that,  but  for  the  text  under  review, 
we  should  almost  have  been  tempted 
to  attribute  those  remarks  to  our  au- 
thor himself.  We  also  regret,  that 
be  has  not  recorded,  in  an  appro- 
priate manner,  the  admission  of  the 
British  6ag  into  the  Black  Sea,  which, 
fill  Mr.  Cobbett  cleared  the  matter  up 
ID  the  first  volume  of  his  Political 
Rg^ter,  (1802)  was  generally  and 
aDjastly  considered  as  the  work  of  the 
embassy,  of  which  the  earl  of  Elgin 
was  the  head  *,  whereas  it  has  been 
dearly  demonstrated  to  have  been 
brought  about  by  the  minister  whom 
that  noble  earl  succeeded,  (Mr.  Smith). 
We  also  think,  that  Mr.  Thornton 
codld  have  thrown  some  ray  of  light 
'  upon  the  pretended  massacres  or  poi- 
sonings of  Jaffa,  and  hrlped  us  to  some 
other  useful  and  praciical  knowledge 
of  certain  managements  connected 
with  the  operations  of  the  British 
Htmg  in  Egypt.  Perhaps  these  defici- 
enetes  may  be  supplied  in  a  third 
edicioa,  which  we  sincerely  hope, 
that  the  author,  or  rather  that  right 
and   true    Mecaenas,  his   bookseller. 


win  ineet  doe  encouragement  laptt 
forth. 

We  think  we  catinot  take-  leave 
6f  our  author  more  equitably  than  fay 
giving  the  English  version  aod  context 
of  his  Latin  motto,  taken  from  honest 
Busbek,  the  appropriation  of  which  wa 
think  well  justified  upon  the  whole. 

*•  I  have  not  dressed  up  my  narra- 
tive with  flowers  of  rhetoric,  but  have 
presented  you  with  it,  just  as  I  wonkl 
have  related  it  to  you  by  wo:d  of 
mouth.  I  know  you  will  bear  with 
the  coarseness  of  my  style,  it  being 
occasioned  bf  my  over-eager  desire  to 
gratify  yon  5  nor  can  you  well  expect 
elegancy  from  me  in  my  heat  and 
throng  of  business,  which  I  was  never 
master  of  in  my  greatest  retirements. 
This,  I  assure  you,  both  for  your  infor- 
mation and  ray  own  content,  I  am  so 
conscious  to  myself  of  any  falsehood 
in  the  whole  narration,  which  is  the 
principal  ornament  of  such  narrations 
as  these/' — Epist.  X.  dated  Sept  I, 
1554 

Aad  for  our  own  part  we  beg  leave  to 
acquit  ourselves,  faioth  towards  author 
and  reader,  in  the  words  of  a  poetkal 
critic:  lamented  bottbey  who  know  him 
not! 

«  Whoever  thinki  a  faoltless  work  to  see, 
Tlunks  what  oe*er  was,  nor  is,  nor  «'er  shall 

be. 
In  every  wotk  rt^rd  the  writer's  end ; 
Since  ootic  can  compass  more  than  they  to* 

tend. 
And  if  the  means  he  just,  the  conduct  true, 
For]^iveness  for  some  trivial  faults  ii  dae/' 
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